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PREFACE 


This book was originally compiled under the direction 
of the late Major-General Sir Charles MacGregor, 
K.c.n.j-c.s.i., (M.E,, who served throughout the campaign, 
fu’st with the Khyber Field Force ; next as Chief ol‘ 
the Stalf to Sir Frederick Roberts during the advance 
to, and operations round, Kabul in 1879-80 ; then 
in the same capacity to Sir Donald Stewart when 
the latter took over supreme command in Northern 
Afghanistan ; and, finally, as a Brigadier in the march 
to Kandahar, and the closing operations of the war in 
the southern part of the theatre. 

In these several capacities he collected a large 
quantity of notes and documents, and, on his return 
to England on leave in 1881, he made these over to 
Captain Pasfield Oliver, late Royal Artillery, who 
compiled a connected account of the campaign. This 
account was produced under the orders of Sir Charles 
MacGregor, who was then Quartermaster-Cieneral in 
India, in the Intelligence Branch of his department, 
but was treated as a secret work. 

Some years later Lord Roberts, when Commander- 
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in-Chief in India, suggested that a revised edition 
should be prepared, which could be placed on sale. 
The revision was accordingly executed by Lieutenant 
F. G. Cardew, 10th Bengal Lancers, but it was decided 
that the time had not yet come when it would be 
advisable to publish an official account of certain of the 
incidents of the war, which had been the subject of 
much controversy. 

At a later period, however, the Government of India 
reconsidered the question ; the work was .still further 
revised by Ijieutenant (then Major) Cardew, and in the 
Intelligence Branch, and is now published. 


Aufftuft 1907 . 
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PART I 


CHAPTER 1 

PllEI’ARA'J'IONS l-'OR A ('AxMl'AllIN IX AirjIANlS'l’AN I'ROM 
THE AUTl.’MN OF 187« TO THE 20m NOVEMRER, li!7«. 

It is unnecessjiry in this voimne to enter at lenjrtli into 
the relations between the (iIo\erninents of India ami 
Afghanistan during the thirty-six years which elapsed 
between the first and second A fghan wars. 'Fhe success 
of Sir John Lawrence and of Sir Herbert Kdwardcs in 
arriving at a friendly understanding with the Amir 
Dost Muhammad is w^ell knf)wn in history, as is also 
the faithful adherence of the Amir to the terms of 
that understanding. Unfortunately Dost Muhammad’s 
death was followed by a period of disturbance and civil 
strife in Atghanistan, and the attitude of the (TO\'ern- 
ment of India during this period was too strictly 
impartial to be altogether pleasing to his son, Sher 
j\.li Khan, who eventually succeeded in estsiblishing 
himself on the throne of Kabul. The ill-feeling which 
thus began was gradusilly increased by various un- 
fortunate circumstances until matters were brought to 
a crisis by the reception of a Russian IMission at Kabid 
in 1878. At that moment affairs in Europe were so 
disturbed that a war between Great Britain and Russia 
seemed almost inevitable. In these circumstances it 
was impossible for the Cxovernment of India to remain 

1 



2 THE ATTITUDE OF RUSSIA 

inactive when the Amir of Afghanistan .conceded to 
Russia a sign of intimate friendship which he had 
consistently denied to the Hritish. It was decided that 
after due notice a Mission should 1)C despatched to 
Kabul at all costs, and that if its progress w'crc op|)o.sed 
the fact must he regarded as equi valent to open hostility. 
A Mission with a strong military escort w’as accordingly 
despatched from Feshaw-ar tinder Sir Neville Chamberlain 
in September, 1878. On the 21st of that month an 
advance party of the Mission, under Major C'avagnaii, 
rode up to iUi IMasjid and formally demanded passage 
to Kabul. This w'as as formally refused by the Afglian 
officials, and the Mission then withdrew\ In pursuance 
of the decision previously airived at by the ( lovernment 
of India an ultimatum wuts thereupon sent to the Amir, 
and, no reply having been receiver! w'ithin tJie period of 
grace which expired on the 20Lh November, 1 879,wuir w'as 
declared against Slier .^Vli Klian on the follow’ing day. 

As early as the autumn of 187f‘> the attitude of 
Russia, even more than the grow'ing hostility of the 
Amir, had necessitated the serious consideration of plan,s 
for a campaign in Central Asia, At this time and 
throughout 1877 the contingency of England joining 
Turkey in the war against Russia w'^a.s regarded as 
probable ; it was hardly expected that a pacific solution 
of the Eastern Question would be arrived at ; and in 
the spring of 1878, as Sir Henry Rawdinson wrote in the 
Nineteenih Century, affairs were in .such a critical 
state that a random shot lired into a British ship from 
the Russian lines on the shore of the Sea of Marmora 
might have set the East and W est in a blaze.” 

Tiie danger of a war with Russia, however, pas,sed 
awuiy, but unfortunately onr relations with Afghani, stan 
did not improve concurrently, and in A ugust, 1878, these 
had reached so unsatisfactory a stage that the Govern- 
ment of India were constrained to call on the Com- 
mander-in- Chief for his proposals for a campaign. The 
points which were referred to Sir Frederick Haines 
were as followcs: 



SIR FREDERICK HAINES’ PROPOSALS 

I.— The occupation of the Kurram Valley, and 
the strength and composition of tlie force 
necessary for that purpose, and to form a 
cantonment near tlie head of it ; from wliat 
(piarter such a force could most conveniently 
be drawn, and the time within which it could 
be assembled at T'hal, fully equipped for 
service. 

H.~Thc strength and composition of a force to 
occupy Kandahar capable of resisting and 
overthrowing any force it might be possible 
for the jimir to (!ollect Ibr its defence ; 
from what quarter such a force could be 
drawn, and within wdiat time it could be 
asseitibled, fully equipped for the field, at 
Quetta, or at sucli points on the llritish 
border as might be convejiient tor an advance 
on Quetta ; also the period required for an 
advance from such position to Quetta. 

In estimating foi* the recjuirements of this latter force, 
it was to be borne in mind that it might be required to 
advance as far as (iirishk and the Helmand River on the 
one side and Kalat-i-Ghilzai on the other, but no farther. 

On the loth August, the Commander-in-Chief re- 
plied to this communication. He was of opinion that 
it would be inadvisable to denude the frontier of troops, 
and that, in case of offensive operations against Afghani- 
stan, the Punjab Frontier Force should for the most 
part inaintain their usual posts, since at such a period it 
would not be well to create unnecessfiry friction with the 
border tribes by introducing garrisons foreign to the 
population and unaccustomed to local usages. He 
gathered that the object of the force to be detailed for 
the occupation of the Kurram Valley was primarily to 
make a demonstration, and to occupy a cantonment 
near the head of the valley. 

This being so, it appeared to him important to 
prevent the possibility of religious or national influences 
being brought to bear on the fidelity of the troops ; 
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THE FOttCES REQUIRED 

consequently he recommended that the British, Gurkha, 
and Sikh elements should predominate in the composition 
of this force. 

In calculating the forces required for the operations, 
the strengths of the various units were estimated as 
follows : 


British cavalrv 

3.50 

Field artillery battery , 

1.50 

Native cavalry 

350 

Mountain battery 

80 

British infantry . 

700 

Heavy battery 

80 

Native infantry 

.500 

Garrison battery . 

70 

Sappers, per company . 

100 

Native mountain train . 

75 

Horse artillery battery . 

150 




On this scale the Quartermaster-General (U'th 
August, 1878} estimated the proposed Ivurram Force 


as follows : 

AtiiUeri / — 

1 Hoi-st* artillery battery . . . .150 

1 Mountain battery 80 

Cavalrtj — 

1 S(|ua(lron, British cavalry . . . 150 

1 Regiment, Native cavalry . , . .850 

Infantry — 

1 Battalion, British infantry . . . 700 

5 RegimeiiLS, Native infantry . . . 3,500 

1 Company, Sappers ..... 100 

Total . i^liO 


Guns 13 


With reference to Kandaliar, the (.'ommander-in- 
Chief urged that the first aim in that quarter should be 
the reinforcement of the Quetta garrison to such a 
strength that it could successfully resist any offensive 
movement on the part of the Afghan troops. 

The strength of the force stationed at Quetta was ; 

ArtiUery 237 

Cavalry 164 

Infantry . . . . . . . 1,417 

.1,808 


Total 



THE KANDAHAR COLUMN 


5 


This was to be augmented to 5,000 men by a force styled 
the “ First Reinforcement/’ and composed as under : 
Ariilltmf — 

1 Field battery 127 

Cavalry — 

2 Regiments and 2 sipiadrons, Native eavalry 950 

Infantry — 

1 Hattaliou British infantry , . . 540 

4 Regiments Native infantry . . . 2,050 

Total . 3"667 

Guns ....... f) 


At the same time the troops composing the 
Kandahar Coluinn ’’ should concentrate from Karachi 
and the Nortli-AVest Provinces on Sukkur, Jacobabad, 
Multan and Dera Ghazi Khan. Tins column was to be 
composed as follows : 


Kandahar (-olumn. 
\st Divisum. 

ArtHlery — 

I Hor«e artillery battery . 

1 Field battoiy .... 

1 Mountain iKitterv and 1 division 

1 Heavy battery 

4 Garrison batteries . 

Cavalry — 

2 Regiments, Native cavalry 
Infantry — 

2 Battalions, British infantry 
6 Regiments, Native infantry 
1 Company, Sappers and Miners 
Field i*ark, Telegraph, and Pontoon 


Guns — 

12-pr. M.L.R. 
9-pr. 

Mountain 
4!0-pr. M.L.R. 


150 


150 


106 


80 


280 

766 

700 

700 

100 


3,000 


100 


348 


— 

4,848 


Total . 6,314 


6 

6 

8 


27 



6 THE KANDAHAK 

COLUMN 


2wd Divltion. 



Artillery — 

2 Horse artillery b/itteries . 

soo 


1 battery . . . . 

150 




450 

Cavalry— 

2 lle^’iinentsi Uritisli cavalry 

. TOO 


2 „ Native cavalry 

. TOO 



1,400 

Inf (m try — 

2 Battalions, Britisli infantry 

. 1,400 


6 Ki‘< 4 iiTamts, Native infantry 

. 0,0(M) 


4 Coin|mnics, Sa})pei\s and Minen 

5 . .400 



4,800 


'fotal 

6,650 

GmiH— 



9-pr. M.L.1I. 

. . » • 

18 

GiJANi) Total, Kandaii.^ 

kit Column. 


Artillery .... 

. 

1,216 

Cavalry .... 

. 

2,100 

Infantry .... 

. 

9,648 

Guns .... 


l'2,964 
~ 45 

Kandahak Reskuve J 

Division. 


Artillery — 

1 Ilorse artilleiy battery . 

150 


2 Field batteries 

f300 




450 

Cavalry — 

Rcf»inients, Native cavalry . 


1,050 

Infantry — 

2 Battalions, British infantry 

. 1,400 


6 Regiments, Native infantry 

. 3,000 


4 Companies, Sappers 

400 




4,800 


Total 

6,300 

Guns 

• • * « 

18 

Sir Frederick Haines recommended that the 1st 

Brigade of the 1st Division of the abo ve should n 

endez- 



GENERAL PREPARATIONS 7 

vous at Dcra Ghazi Khan, and thence sliould move by 
the Thal-Chotiali road to the l^eshin Valley, 

The Reserve Column was to supply troops lor the 
line of communications, to meet demands for garrison- 
ing and holding Kalat-i-Gliilzai, Kandahar, and (iirishk, 
and to provide movable columns for other contingencies. 

Sukkur, on the Indus, was to be looked upon as the 
depot for all troops from Bombay and Madras, wliilst 
the (ioncentration of supply and vudcrid for the Bengal 
forces wiis to take place at Dcra Ghazi Jvlian. Carriage 
was to be collected there, and an elf'ective bullof:k train, 
capable of moving the tentage and baggage of a wing 
of a British battalion one stage a day, was to be estab- 
lished without delay between the terminus of the 
Punjab and Sind Railw'ayat Sher Shah and Dera (diazi 
Khan. 

Authority wiis requested to complete telegraph and 
pontoon units ; and further it wics pointed out that a 
steamer should ply on tlie Chenab ferry, and every 
facility by steamer, boats, and bridging sliould be created 
for the piussage of the I ndus. 

A transit service by stages, capable of conveying 
300 maunds a day, was recommended to be established 
without delay for the concentration of supplies at 
Quetta from Jacobaliad and Dera (ihazi Klutn, wiiile 
as much grain as possible was to be stored at Quetta, 
and cover provided there for ammunition and supplies. 

At the same time the Commandcr-in-Chief sug- 
gested “ that a demonstration shoidd be made early in 
the operations of an advance by the Khyber, by en- 
camping out a certain proportion of the Peshawar 
troops, making arrangements with the Khyberis^ for 
their passage through the pass, and negotiating at 
Jalalabad and elsew'^here for supplies for 20,()00 men, so 
as to prevent, as long as possible, the ultimate object of 
our movements being accurately conjectured.” 

On the 22nd September, 1878, news was received at 
3imla of the repulse of Sir Neville Chamberlain’s Mission. 

’ Khyberis = Afridi clans of the Khybtn\ 
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DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS 

The next day the Viceroy signified his approval of 
the proposed strength of the Kiirraiii Column ; he also 
sanctioned the despatch to Quetta of the “ First Ilein- 
foreenient,” and desired that the 1st Division, Kandahar 
Column, should be held in readiness to march by the 
1st November from Multan, Dera Oliazi, or some other 
base in that neighbourhood. Orders were issued in 
detail to the above elicct on the 24th September’. 

On the ’ind October the Government of India 
sanctioned tlie augmentation of all native regiments 
of cavalry north of the Narbudda by 9(5 men, and of 
infantry by 200 men. 

On the 4th October, 1878, the Government directed 
the preparation and assembly of a force for field service, 
and the Ciommaiuler-in-Chief issued orders on the 
14th October giving debiils of the staff and trotrps 
tor : — 

I. A column to be assembled in tlie Kurram 
V'alley under Major-General F. S. Roberts, R.A., 
C.B.,V.C. 

II. A division to be assembled at Multan under 
Lieutenant-(4eneral D. JM. Stewart, C.B. 

III. 'Tlie Quetta c'ommand under Majoi'-General 
M. A. S. Biddulph, R..A., C.B. 

Meanwhile the operations to be undertaken towards 
the Khyber were still unsettled. On the 8rd October 
the 2nd Battalion 9th Foot and two companies of the 
7th Bengal Infantry marched from PeshaM'ar and en- 
camped at Ilari-Singli-ka-Burj, 5 miles from the mouth 
of tile Khyiier Pass. I'he next day a detachment of 
200 of the 22nd ( Punjab) Bengal Jnfiintiy, 50 sappers 
and 30 sowars, 1 7th Bengal Cavalry, marched to Jamrud 
and occupied the fort ; while on the 5th October the 
camp at Hari-Singli-ka-Burj was increased by the 
arrival of the following details : — 

Royal Horse Artillery (with elephant carriage for 2 guns). 

13-9, Royal Artillery (thrtv 40-pi'H. only). 

Detachment 81st Foot, 200 men. 

14th Bengal Ijancers, ! squadron. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF TROOPS 

DetAchincnt 7th Bengal Infantry, 100 men. 

Debmhuient 14ih Sikh Infantry, 200 men. 

Detac'hment 20th (Punjab) Bengal Infantry, 200 men. 

A project wa.s now put forward by Major P. L. N. 
Cavagnari for the sxirprise of xVli Masjid fort on the 
7th October. It was cori.sidei*ed, liowever, that the 
force available was insufficient for the enterprise, and 
the an'ival of strong j*einfbrce?nents of ^Vlghan troops 
at All Masjid on the 0th October necessitated the 
abandonment of the idea. 

On the 7th October, in recapitulating the arrange- 
ments which had received sanction up to that date, and 
having mentioned that some of the I'cgiments ultimately 
intended for the Kurrarn Forire should be di^X‘l•tecl to 
strengthen the Peshawar garrison pending tlie arrival 
there of separate rciidbrcenients, tlie Oovernment of 
India adverted to the necessity of strengthening Pesha- 
war without delay in conseipieiua; of the arrival of 
considerable bodies of ^Vfghan troops in and about tlie 
Kliyber. 'Fhe letter then proceeds : 

“ The Right Honourable the (:iovernor-(Teneral in 
Council therefore requests that His hlxc^ellcncy the 
Coinmandcr-in- Chief may lie moved to {impose a pro- 
ject for the assemblage at I’eshawar of a corps d'ar/tuk' 
prepared to move upon Kabul by the line of the Khyber 
Pass and Jalalabad, in the event of this operation being 
hereafter ordered.” 

Accordingly, the following project was submitted 
by Sir Frederick Haines on the same date : — 

“ 4. The nature of the contemplated operations 
demands : 

“ 1st . — A Division, styled the 1st, intended for 
the advance through the Khyber, having 
for its object the gaining of the pass and 
its stronghold, Ali Masjid, with eventual 
occupation of Jalalabad. 

“ 2nd.~A Division, styled the 2nd, immediately 
in support to the above and located in 
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the Pesluivvar V^'aHey for its protection, 
and to meet demands consequent on 
contingencies wliich may present them- 
selves in tlie operations of the 1st 
Division. 

“ ‘drd . — The Kurram Column, with the object of 
menacing Kabul and occupying Kurram. 

“ 4<///. Tlie Rawalpindi Division, as reserve to 
the 1st and 2nd Divisions and the 
Kurram Column. 

“ .5. The operation in the Khyber points to the 
covering of the lieights in the onward progress of the 
ad\"anced brigades, an action for the possession of Ali 
Masjid and of the pass as far as I^andi Khana, w'ith 
possibly a turniTig movement through some of the 
tributary valleys to secure a favourable position on 
the line of tlie enemy’s retirement, with the eventual 
advance of the force to concentrate at Dakka prepara- 
tory to further progress towards Jalalabad. 

“ (5. MMth this view, two brigades have been specially 
told off, one for each side of tlie pass, with tw'o more 
and a brigade of cavalry in immediate reserve at, lamrud, 
or where required, ready to support the ad'vance and 
follow up its progress.” 

These proposals were not, however, immediately 
adopted, and up to the 12th October the only measures 
sanctioned on the Kliyber line were the reinforcement 
of the Peshawar garrison to a strength of 5,000 or 0,000, 
the formation of a small movable column of the Frontier 
Force, under Lieutenant-Colonel Jenkins of the Guides, 
and the formation of a reserve division, 5,000 strong, at 
Hasan Abdal. 

At length, on the 21st October, the subjoined pro- 
ject for the comnumd and staff’ of a force to be assembled 
at X’eshawar and Hasan Abdal was submitted by the 
Commander-in-Chief, and this, with some small modifi- 
cations, was finally accepted by the Government of India 
on the 1st November : 
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I’kshawar Valley Field Foiu k. 

Major-(if>ner:il F. F. iVIjukIo, c.b., v.r., (■onnnaiMiin^, who juavv way on tiio 
t(»nowmf2Mlay to Liout.«(i<enoral Sir Srim lirovvno, K.r.s.j., v.o. 

Lieutonaut F. W. Hernminj^, 4th Hussars, Aidc-<le-(’jiin|L 
Major (ii. VV. Smith, Assistant Adjiitant-tJeneral. 

Major 0. Fi. L. S. Sanford, Assistant (Juarterniastor-Cionoral, 

Major A. A. A. Kiiiloch, I)o]mty Assistant Qiiartenuaster-Cioneral. 

Colonol W. J. Williams, c.il, ( -0111010101 Royal Artillery. 

Captain (h \V. C. Rotho, Adjutiint, Royal Horse Artillery. 

( 'olomd F. R. Maunscll, C. B. , Coiniiiandin^ Royal Fuf^ineer. 

Major H. F. Blair, 11 . e.. Field JCn^ineer. 

Lieutenant W. Pcacocke, u.e. . Assistant Field Kngineer, Superintendent Field 
Telegriiphs. 


Mtidiiuil Th.pmd merit. 

Surgeon-Major d. (Jihhons, Arm)' Medieal Department. 

( 'om inimt Hat Depurhn ent, 

Lientenant-Coloii(d d. V. Hunt, Assistant ( ommissary-Ceneral. 


l.v^ infnntry Hrhfuda. 

Bri^adior-ileneral li. F. 
Maeplierson^ v.e., 
(Aunmaridiniir. 

Major H, T. doiies, 
liri^ade- Major. 

4th Battalion Riile Bri- 
^aile. 

4th (lurk has. 

20th (Puiijah) Ikuiiral 
fn fan try. 

No. 4 Mountain I'rain 
Battery. 

2nd Company, Saj>pers 
and Miners. 

4/A infantry Brigade 
( Reserve). 

Colonel VV. B. Browne, 
JUst Foot, (vonnrjand- 
ing. 

( ■aptaia A. Browne, l Oth 
Bengal Lancers, Bri- 
gade-Major. 

fi Lst Foot. 

Otl) Bengal Infantry. 

doth Bengal Infantry. 


'2nd infantry Briyude. 

C’oloriel d, A. Tytlcr. 
(i.iL, v.e.. Command- 
ing. 

Major A. H. A. (iordon, 
05tli Foot, Brigade- 
Major, 

LI 7th Regiment. 

(hiides Infantry. 

1st Sikh Infantry. 

11-i) Royal Artillery. 

.'Ird Company^ Sapjiers 
and Miner.s. 


(^aratry Brigade, 

Colonel C. d. S. t^o^gh, 
v.e., <MJ., Coininand- 
ing. 

Captain B. A. (’omhe, 
I Ot h H us.sa rs, B r i- 
gade-Major. 

2 Sijnadrons, lOth Hus- 
sars. 

( Juides ( -avalry. 

11 til Bengal Lancers. 


i\rd infnntry Brigade. 

Colonel F. E. Applc- 
yai’d, (ML, Coniuiand- 
ing. 

f-aptaiii W. C. Fanvell, 
Brigade-Major. 

BIst lU^gimeut. 

T 4th Sikhs. 

27th (Fmijah) Bengal 
Infantry. 


.4 rfiHery. 

\ i\ R.H.A. 

E d, R.A. 

Id-O. R.A. (Heavy). 


Fyngineerfs. 

Ordnance Park. 

Head-(jua.rters and 3 eompauics. Sappers and Miners. 
Field Park. 
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Hasan Aural Rkskuvk. 
iMfjjo]‘“<Ie!ieral R. (). Rright, Cumniaiuliji#^. 
from Rawalphidi.) 

Cfn-olrp Hriffudr.. ivifuntry HHgitde. 

Kri^a<li(!r~GoiK;ral fL K. Micholl, Bri^adior-iil«^rieral J. Doran, c.«, 
c.u., iLA. Major N. X. (iwyiiiit% OiJrd Foot^ 

(•aptaiii A. R. Abadie, Htli Ijaucors, Hri^ade-Major. 

lirifj^ade-.VIajor. Tst BattalicMi 2.>th Foot. 

i)Hi LaiK'ors. i’lth (Fuiijal)) UeniCa.] Infantry. 

lOtlj iJoii^ral l.iaiu‘i>rs. 28th (rniijab) Ron^al Infantry. 

18th Rental Lancers. 2nd (Sm-kiia.s. 

Mliai r vvara Hat talioi i, 

A7df//rf\f/. 

Kf»yat Horse Artillery. 

D- 1, Royal Artillery. 

'Die only changes from tlie aboA^e were the with- 
di'awals of the Ulth Rengal Ijaneers and the 28th 
(Punjab) Bengal Infantry from the reserve, the former 
being retained for duty at Peshawar, Nowshera, Mardan 
and outposts, and the latter posted to the Kurram Valley 
Force, "i'his last arraiigement was in consequence of 
the uncertainty as to what steps had been taken by the 
Amir for the occupation of tlie Paiwar Kotal and of 
Khost, which induced the Commander-in-Chief to place 
at the disposal of IMajor-General Roberts a further force, 
consisting of - 

Ilead-ijuurters and wing of the 72nd Highlanders. 

G-y, Iloyal Artillery. 

28th lleiigal Infantry. 

Since, however, this would leave Kohat insufficiently 
garrisoned, the Commander-in-Chief ordered the follow- 
ing moves : 

1st Bengal Infantry from Benares to Mian Mir. 

2nd (Queen’s Owi) Bengal Ijght Infantry from Mian Mir to 
Kohat. 

2 Companies of the 3rd Bengal InfVuitry from Dinapore to 
Benares. 

The garrison of Kohat then consisted of— 

Wing 72nd Highlanders. 

^ G-y, Royal Artillery, 

2nd (Queen’s Own) Bengal Light Infantry. 
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AN Ul/riMATUM THREATENED 

On the 7th November the Government of India 
intimated tliat an ultimatum was about to be sent to 
the Amir, and that failiiijL^ a .satisfaetory reply by the 
20th idem, the Amir was to be treated as the declared 
enemy of the British f Jovernment ; in consequenee ol‘ 
this the troops were ordered to be held in readiness to 
cross the frontier at all points on the 21st November, 
and detailed instructions as to the movements of the 
various columns were issued. 

On the IDth November the columns were finally 
detailed in a General Order as follows ; 

Ai'i»ho\i.^i^^'I K S'i'H.F:Norn. * 

^ ^ 

Officers. Men. (iims. 


I. 'I’liE IvuiMGui Valluv (Vif.rAiN, under Major- 


(ieneral F. S. Roberts, f .ii,, v.c.. 

118 

8,519 

18 

11. — I’mk Mui/iwn Division (subsequently 1st Division, 
Kandahar ( olunin), under LientenanMieneral 
D. iVJ. Stewart, < .n, ..... 

187 

7,n7 

(30 

III. - --'riiK Qi’etta Rein KOH i’KMKNT (.suh.sequentJy -nd 

Division, Kandahar (•oimun), under Major- 
(ioneral M. A. S. liiddulph, c.n. 

IV. 'IViK I’ksh a WAR Valeev J'iej.o Fowce, under iaeii- 

tenaiit-treneral Sir Sam llrowiie, ka .s.i., < .n., 
v.e. ....... . 

78 

5,1:82 

18 

820 

I.’), Hoi 

-ia 

'fotal . 

70(; 

HA/Kri 

144 

In addition tliere were assembled snbseciucntlv 

.... 

V. — Kanoaiiak ColuMxN, Reskjivk Division, sanc- 
tioned ‘JTtli Novernhor, 1878 


8,817 

24 

V'l. — Pu N jA ii (auei s’ Conti no ENT, December, 1878. 

7 

•f47l 

18'' 


80 

8/J88 

87 

(cHAND To'J’AL . 

788 

48,290 

181 


liritish troopsi were armed with Martlni-HeTiry riHes and natives vvitli 
.Sniders. 

Railheads were at dlielum and Sukkur. 

The medical arrangenionts did not go beyond a system of regimental 
hosjiitaJs. 

^ These numbers an? taken from note added to letter of Colonel t-. C. 
Johnson^ Ofiiiriatiiig Quartermaster-Oeueral in India, to tlie .Secretary to 

the (lovernment of India^ Military Department, No. 7A, 

Kabul 

dated September, 1879 (Summary of Preparations). 

* 'I'he strength of the contingent furnished by the protected Sikh States 
in the Punjab was as follows ; 
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Meanwhile on the 17th October, at the request of 
the Cornniandei'-in-C'hief^ the Foreign Department — 
there l)einig no Military Intelligence Branch was asked 
to submit the kite.st information regarding the feelings 
of the tribes in tlie Kliyber Pass, and at the same time 
to foi'ward the latest statements available (1) of the dis- 
position of the Amir’s forces and (2) of the military 
resources of Afghanistan {see Appendix I.). From 
this infonnation it appeared that the Amii’’s regular 
army consisted of less than 20,000 men of all arnis in 
the ivabul province, and about (>,000 in Kandahar, 
2,5,000 more being (quartered in the Herat and I'urkcstan 
provinces, 'fhe artillery, of which lie had 102 field 
guns, 108 mountain, 42 drawn by bullocks, and 12 
carried on elephants, or 324 in all, only provided 10 
horse or field and the same number of mountain 
batteries, besides two elephant batteries on the Kabul 
side, and one mountain and two field batteries near 
Kandahar, The arms in the hands of his infantry and 
(tavalry’^ consisted chiefly of Enheld rifles and Tower 
muskets, with only about .5,000 English Sniders gix'en 
by the British (Tovernment and some 4,000 locally 
manufac'tured, which were nearly all in the hands of the 
Kabul division of the army. 'I’he report added that, 
“ in case of w-ar with the English, most of the troops at 
each action will either come over to us or else disperse.” 
The irregular forces at the Amir’s disposal were calcu- 
lated at 100,000 armed men in the Kabid province. 
The Amir was said to have 30,000 firearms stored as a 


reserve in Kabul. All, both reguh 

ir and irregular, w^ere 

Uahawalpvir 

( ’ontiiigoiit 

Briti.sh 

offioer.s. 

1 

Cavalry, Infantry. 

94 tm 

Artiller}; 

Patiala 


. 1 

;507 

82 

Nabha 

■ 

, } 

208 548 

00 

Jbiiifl 

• • 

. 1 

202 499 

108 

Kapiirthala 


i 

MO 499 

77 

8ipnnir 

is 

. 1 

— 201 


Farid kot 

a 

, J 

00 201 



lotal 

. 7 

970 3,104 

327 
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CAVAGNARI’S ESTIMATES 

pnictically untrained and laidly led by their oflicers, 
except perhaps the artillery. 

'riie period bet w een the repulse of the Mission and the 
Declaration of War was also utilised by Major Cavagnari 
to eonelude an arrangement with the ^Vfridis inhabiting 
the Khyber Pass and its \ icinity and the Shinwaris of 
Loargai or Eandi Kotal, under which the free use of the 
pass for British troops and convoys was guaranteed. 
These tribes were poor, and the right-of-way through 
their country was almost their sole patrimony. I'lie 
Afridis had l)ehaved well in t’onducting Major ('ava- 
gnari’s advance party .of Sir Neville Chamberlain’s 
Missioti to Ali Masjid, and in giving warning of the 
reinforcements and disposition of Sljer Ali’s troops and 
levies in the neighbourhood. Major Cavagnari W'as 
therefore instructed to come to a friendly understanding 
with them, and to arrange h)r the |>assage <>f troops 
through the Khyber defiles at certain rates. 

JMajor Ca^'agnari based his estimates of the money 
payments to be made to the headjuen of the tribes on 
the sums paid by C'olonel Mackeson for the same purpose 
during the latter period of the First; A fghan >Var, 'This 
liad been popularly supposed to have amounted to 
Rl, 2.5, 000 per annum, but it was found on examination 
that a considerably less sum was paid. How'e\ er, Major 
Cavjignari was enabled to t)ffer liberal terms to the 
nialiks, w'hich were willingly accepted by them, as 
follows : 

(1) Kuki Khol . . 1,R()0 (//) SuJtan, olnpfof Malikflin Khol, 

(2) Maiikdiii Khol («) c.vtra K2,()0() per atuiiiiii per.sonal 

<«) /akba Khel(//) . ■ jj gaW , all„«'ai.ce. 

(1) Sipah . . , j l^ROO 

(o) Kambar Khel . I 50(> , {b) Khaua.s rbref ol' Zaklia Kbel, 

((>) Kamarai . ,) 2->0 • extra R 1,200 per aiiiiTiiii pe?*.stnial 

(7) Sliiiiwaris . l,RO0 alltmance. 

7,250 X 12 Kf)7,000 per aiiuuin. 


C150 

ASIATIC SOCIETY 


ToTAr4 . 



CHAPTER II 


OPKRA'riOXS OK rHK l‘KSIiAWAR VALl.KV FIELD FORCE IN 
NOVEMRER AND DI*X::EMBER, ia7«. 

As we have seen, it was not until the 1st November 
that the Government oflndia finally decided to assemble 
a force in the PeshaAvar V' alley to operate on the line of 
the Khylier. On the same evening the command was 
offered to liieutcnant-General Sir Sam Browne, c.b., 
K.c.s.i., V.C., commanding the lailiore Division, but then 
at Simla, where lie Avas officiating as Military Member 
of Council. The offer Avas at once accepted, and Sir 
Sam Browne started a fcAv days later for Peshawar, 
where lie arrived on tlie 9th November. On the 7th 
the folloAAAng instructions Avere issued by the Governor- 
General in Council : 


I.— PeSIIAAVAR lilNE. 

* ^ ^ ^ 

“ 2. On receipt of the order to cross the frontier, 
a column formed from the troops now assembling at 
PeshaAvar and Hasan Abdai Avill advance on the Khyber 
and expel the Amir’s garrisons from the })ass. The 
advance on this line wdll be limited to Dakka, or such 
position as may be selected by the General Officer in 
command for the defence of the western dcbouchc of 
the pa.ss. 

“8. As soon as the pass shall have been cleared, and 
the necessary force established in position at the western 
extremity, the bulk of the troops will be withdraivn 
to British territory. 

“ 4. The troops posted for the defence of the pass 
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should he, as far as possible, selected for local kuovvledge 
Hiid frontier experience. The Guides slioiild form part 
of this force, which will he under the coininand of 
Colonel Jenkins, to wlioin, if necessary, the local rank 
of Brigadier-Cieneral will be given. 

“ 5. The protection of our communications throiigli 
the pass will be provided for, as far as possible, by levies 
raised among the local tribes. These will be under tlie 
command of Colonel .fenkins, who, in suboi'dination to 
the General Officer Commanding at Peshawar, will l)e 
responsible for the military arrangements for the safety 
of the pass. 

“ 6. Major Cavagnari will be attached to the General 
Officer in command of tlie coluirm, as Political Officer.' 
during the operations against the Atnir’s troops in the 
Khyber. VV'^heri these are concluded, lie will remain 
with the head-quarters of the officer commanding in the 
pass, and, under the direct orders of the Government of 
India, wull have charge of our political relations viatli the 
surrounding tribes and of any necessary eommunictations 
with Kabid. 

“ 7. It will be desirable, after our troops shall have 
taken possession of the pass, to lay down a telegraph 
line between Peshawar and the head-(]uarters of the 
officer commanding in the pass.” 

'riie Peshawar Valley Force was assembling wlien 
General Browne arrived there on the 9th November. 
Some of the corps were encamped in different places 
about the Peshawar V alley, others were still echeloned 
along the Grand 'I'runk Road, and considerable labour 
was required to (roncentrate and oi’ganise tlie force. 
The greatest difficulty encountered was that of equip- 
ping it with tents, supplies of every description and 
transport, for the stores and magazines of Peshawar 
had already been drained by the Kurram Column, and 

’ Major Cav.TijfTiari had full political powers on the Peshawar liiie, jumI 
corresponded direct with the Foreign Department of (h»vernmenl. On the 
Kurram and Quetta lint>s (Senerak Roberts ami Ste\^'^lrt were vested with 
supreme politli.^al authority, and the political assistants were under their 
orders, 

a 
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ALl MAS.HI) 


but littje rcnuiiiied for the Khyber ]./inc Forec* which, 
altlu»ugh (U'stiueti to be tiie first Ifs llie field, wjis tlie 
last ^^'hose organ issitiou ruceived tii(^ SiUiclirm of (fovern- 
rnent. Jhit the orders vv'ere pereniptory tluit opoi'iitions 
were to conn nonce on the *2!st NoA t tnbta-, and by 
ineans of energetic- exertions tiie eoiumri was concen- 
trated at Jainrud two days previous to that date. 'J'iie 
key to the Khyber was the strong position of Ali Masjid, 
and against it wore to be directed tiic first operations 
of the forct-. On the 2.‘frd Oetobe)- tilt* country east 
and north-east of that place luul bc-eii rr;connoit!‘cd by 
Lieiitcnant-Colonei Jenkins witii a party of the ( tuides, 
and a further reeonnaissanee of the position itself was 
made ’ey Sir Sam Ihowne on tile IGth Novemlier. 

The fori of Aii Musjid slands on a detached iiill 
some 4.5b feet in lieigiit which rises prei-ipitously from 
the right liank of t!u‘ Khyber Hirer aiH/nl 0 miles from 
Hie montli of the pass and b miles from tlic fort of* 
Jumrud. it formed tiie eenfre of the Afghan jaisilioii, 
of wliieh the riglit resteii on a. ridge eonneeted with 
lofty hills to the north. Due east from this ridg’e. and 
luakiiig wit!) it an angleof 45 , ran a line of enlreueiiments 
liroken liy three- peaks, each of wliicb. commands tiie 
fort. Helwecn flic eastern peak and Aii ISiasjid, disiant 
from 1 he latter aliout 500 yards, there is a dee)> gorge. 
Immediately opposite the fort, across the river, extend- 
ing eastwards fruin a elifr’aiiove tlie left bank, ran a sort 
of cov ered w ay with entrcnclnnenls for some 000 yards 
along the preeipitous face of one of tlie spurs of tlie 
Hliotas Mountain. In the fort itself were eight gims ; 
two more were placed on a cliff about 40 or 50 yards 
below, and another a few feet above the stream. iVlong 
thci breastworks of the ridge on the right wei’c eight 
piecres of artillery ; three were placed on the cliff above 
the left ftank, on the rigiit oi* the covered way, while 
two mountain guns were in position on conimanding 
points of the same entrenchments. The Iglian garrison 
was estimated at 3,700 men. 

'i'he pass at Ali Masjid is very narrow, and the 
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approach from the south was com})lete;ly commanded 
by the guns of the Afghan entrenchments. Rut the 
weakness of the position lies in the iieiglit of the 
neigiibouring ground. 'Fo tlie easi, north, and nortli- 
east it is overt, o|)ped by the spurs and cliffs of the 
Rhotas and ncighl>ouring hills, '^fhe scheme of attack 
therefore arranged by Sir Sarn Rrowne aimed at the 
establisliment of his troops on these eommauding points. 

Tlie reeonnaissanee of the 2t5i-d October was made 
witli a view to a turning movement of this sort, and 
it disclosed the fact that Panaipal, about 7 miles nortli- 
east of All Masjid, whence tlie Ifhotas luaghts and 
the Khybt-r above Kata Kushtia were comparatively 
easy of access, could l>e reached fi’om .lamrud by way 
of Oudar and l,a.shora. 'rite tlistance is from 12 to It? 
miles ; from Panai})al to Kata Kushtia is ai:)owt f inih's. 
■fbe road, thongli rougli, is not very bad. vvitii tlx; 
e.xeeption of about one mile bei.wecn Lashora and 
Panaipal .and betwee?i the last-named place and Kata 
Kushtia. where the descent is extremely had. Oolojiel 
.Jenkins estimated that the road frt.‘in .Jamnid to 
Ihanaipai ('ould lx; marelual in three hours, hut of course 
its difficulty would be increased li)urfoid if it were 
attemjded i))’’ night. 

After the reconriMissanee of the Kith November the 
following plan of a,tta.ck was determined on by Sir 
Sam Rrowne. and was fully explained to ail the staff 
oflicers and brigadiers on d’uesday, the Itfth November; 

'I'wo brigades were to jmieeed via (indar and 
r.asbora to the. “ Sapri peak.” and on arrival there some 
200 rides were to be detached to hold IMiiltani Sir, with 
instruetit>ns to rejoin tlieir lirigade to\^'ards evening. 

From Sapri one brigade was to mo\e on to tlie 
Rhotas fieak, wliere it was reported that s-auffars 
had been eonstrueted by the enemy, 'I'hence it was 
cautiously to feel its way to any point covering 
All Masjid, but not to show itself, if possible, to the 
enemy. Here a gixjd position was to be selected, 
whence fire could be opened with effect, botli fi'om a 



20 1*LANS OF OPERATIONS 

mountain battery and from rities. The other brigade 
was to advanee troni Sapri peak towards Kata Kuslitia, 
and to take up a position to eoimuand tlie Khyber Pass 
where it opens tnun ttie Ali Masjid defile, 'riie main 
cohnnn was to pi’oceed Ijy the pass road, and the w^hole 
was to be in position about noon or 1 p.ni. on the 
21.st November, at Mdu(*]i hour the attack was to 1x3 
eomineneeti by tlie three guns of tlie heavy battery 
and the field battery opening fire from the Sbahgai 
ridge. 

Sinmltaneously tlie lirigade on the Rhotas was to 
come into action ; and should the (aicmy have oeeupiod 
Siiahgai, or made any move such as might prevent the 
guns with the main column from coming into action at 
the time agreed upon, the brigade on tiie Rhotas was 
not on that aixiount to delay (‘ommeneing an attack. 

I’nder cover of the fire of the guns, the infantry 
brigade with the main column, together ^^■ith tlie battery 
of horse artillery in the pass, was to advanee and take 
up a position as ei(),se us possilile and come into atdion, 
while fu rther ad winces were to be made as opportunities 
ottered. 

Should the enemy attempt to escape by tlie defile, 
tliey would in debouching come under the fire of tlie 
brigade at Kata Kushtia. 

The main column (infantry, battery of horse artillery, 
and six srpiadrons of caialry) was to follow through 
thc‘ defile, on clearing wliieh and reaching the open 
valley the cavalry was to push on quickly for I.audi 
Kotal. It was most important that this pass slioiild be 
ociaipied as soon as possible; but if the cinailry was 
unable to push on, owing to any operation on the part 
of the enemy or difficulties in tlie road, it was to take 
up a good position and to await the arrival of the 
intantry. 

It \vas left to tlie discretion of the brigadier-generals 
commanding the detached brigades to descend into the 
pass or to continue along the ridges : to help the main 
column in the defile or to descend farther on into the 
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1,,,-tla Reg (ilarhi If time and the condition of 

the men wouid admit, both the detaclied brigadc.s were 
to push otj to 1-a.ndi Khana, on tin.' western side of 
lamdi Kotal ; but if too late in the day, and should 
the men be exhausted, tlic briga<les wt're to bi\’ouac in 
any suitable position. One regiment of native infantry 
was to be left in a communtling position at the end 
of the defile to cover and pix^teet the baggages on tfie 
morning of the 22nd November. 

All these movements were subjeet to any subsidiary 
orders ; but the foregoing was a general exposition 
ol‘ the intended operations, as far as they eonUl b<; 
decided on beforehand. 

'Phe two detaclied brigades were to take Avitli tliem 
three days’ cooked [u-ovisions and extra pakha/.s ; ‘ and 
since any further supply of water would be dilbeult 
or inijiossilde, the (jiiantity taken was to be issued 
with care. 

'Die baggage of the wboh; force was to remain at 
Jamrud and move on to ^Vli Masjid. and thence to 
fjandi Khana. on the morning of the 22ud November ; 
but no liaggage of any sort was to enter the pass on 
the 21st November. 

Iv’o one wa,s to be allowed to entca- any of the 
villages ; and any marauding or maltreating of tJte 
villagers was to lie most strictly prohibited and most 
severely punished, for it was e.xpected tliat the Afridis 
in tlie pass would be either friendly or neutral, and it 
Avas therefore necessarv that nothing sliould be done to 
irritate them against the troops ; wliilst it was to he 
impressed on tlie men of the regiments of the 1st 
Division that, in accordance Avith the Declaration of V\'ar, 
the force was not acting against the people of the pass 
but against the troops of the Amir only. 

The Ist and 2nd Tnlantry Rrigades Avere detailed 
for the rnareh by Gudar and liashora to Sapri, tlie 
former being ordered to deta.<!h cn route a jiarty of 
400 rifles via Tabai to the llhotas lidgc, and on arriving 

* Paklial.s arc lar^o water-ykiuii*, used for carrying water on paok'anijnal.s. 
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THE ORDER OF MARCH 

at Sapri to move sovith-west alon^ the Rliotas ridge 
until it erovvjied the heights above and a little in rear 
of Ali Masjid, where the Khyher I’ass begins to open 
out and is about 100 yards wide. I’lie 2nd Urigade was 
to take up its position near Kata Kushtia. 

The remainder of the 1st Division of tlie Field Force 
was to march, as described abo\ e, by Mackeson’s road 
into the Kliyber Pass, and the attack was to commence 
at about 1 p.m. on the 21st Xovember. The 1st 
Brigade w'as allowed nine hours t;o get into position, and 
the 2nd Brigade eighteen hours, in consequence of wliieli 
Lieutenant-General Sir Sam Browne was authorised to 
move the latter portion of liis force after sundown on 
the 2()tli No\ eniber. 

No reply having been received from the Amir Shor 
Ali Khan to tlie V'ieeroy's ullitnatum, the Government 
decided, on the 2()th November, 1H7S, to order the 
advance of the Britisii troops into Afghanistan and 
issue the Declaration oJ' War.^ Ac'cordingly authority 
to move was communicated on the same elate to Sir 
Sam Browne, commaticling tlie Peshawar V'alley Field 
Forcic, and at 5.20 p.m. the 2nd Infantry Brigade of 
the 1st Division of lliat force (with the exception of 
11-0, Royal Artillery), under the command of Brigadier- 
Genera) J. A. 'rytler, c.is., v.c., marelied from the earnp 
at Jamrud across tlie border and eommeneed tlie 
eampaign. 

'rhe lighting strength of the column amounted to 
43 British officers, 501 British and 1,105 native rank 
and tile. 'I'liey rnarclied with great-coats only, and with 
one day's cooked rations in their haversacks ; accom- 
panying them were two days’ rations, uncooked, on 
bullocks. The following was the order of march ; 

(1) Hie GuiHe.s. (4) Com rai.ssariat supplies, 

(2) l.st Ilattalion 17th Foot. (.5) One company 1st Sikhs, 

(3) 1st Sikhs, k ss one com- escort anrf rear guard, 

pany. 


* iSce Appendix II. for the te.vt of the Declaration of War. 
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ON THE MARCH 

TJie night was dark, the road tortuous, rocky and 
broken, passing for a considerable distance through 
heavy grass jurigie up the bed of the liashora stream, 
which was crossed l)y tlie (*oJumn about twenty times. 
'Pwice the road was missed by the native guide, when 
the column had to retrace its steps I'or some distance ; 
on anotlier occasion, owing to the darkness, the touch 
witli the advance guard was lost, thus causing further 
delay. Aftei' 7 miles faishora was rea<!}ied by the 
whole eolumn at 10.30 p.m. on the 20th November, 
where it bivouacked, })ut fires were not allowed to be 
lighted, and the European portion of the force, w'hose 
boots and .sr)eks were wet through irom so olden fording 
the stream, suffered particularly from the hitter cold of 
the night, and ])assed most of the hours of the halt in 
walking up and down to keep tliemselves warm. 

Tovvsirds dawn, liowever, fires were permitted in 
order to make tea. 

As soon as day broke (6.1.5 a.m.) on the 21st the 
column resumed its march in the sanve order, the l.st 
Infantry brigade arriving jjist as tlie 2nd IJrignde 
moved off. The road now l>ceame exceedingly difHcult, 
consisting of a series of very steej) ascents and descents, 
the eolumn l)eing forced to move in single tile along the 
entire route. 'Die heat Avas considerable, while no 
water could he obtained after the first 2 miles from 
Lashora vintil Panaipal was reached, where the mai)i 
body of the brigade did not arrive till 1.30 p.m. on tlie 
21st in a state of considerable exhaustion from exposure, 
heat, and want of water. 'Phe eonuuissariat bullocks, 
with tlie rations for tlie next two days, were still fur 
behind. From Panaipal two roads lead down to Kata 
Kushtia, the direct one being a narrow and precipi- 
tous gorge quite impracticable for bullocks ; while the 
other, or Tortang Pass road, was so circuitous as to 
render it impossible tor the eolumn to reach Jvata 
Kushtia liefore night. 

Brigadier- General Tytler considered it imprudent to 
march the exhausted British soldiers without food along 
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a road whtae ilieir supplies could not follow them. 
Had the nitions come up. however, before 4 p.m., it 
was his intention to have pushed on, for the men of the 
ITtli Foot, though much exhausted, were in excellent 
spirits and most anxious to advance. Meanwhile, how- 
e\er, tlie Brigadier sent on (^'olonel Jenkins with the 
(fuides and 1st Sikhs at 2.30 p.m., ordering him to 
proceed to Kata Kushtia by the direct route ; this 
detachment reached its destination at 4 p.m. Brigadier- 
(ieneral Tytler remained Mdth the l-17th at l*anaipal, 
and, the conunissariat train not arriving, bivoiUK^ked 
there tiiat niglit. 

No sooner had the (ruides and tlie 1st Sikhs, under 
Jaeutenant-C.olonel Jenkins, taken up a position on 
the hill opposite the \illage of Kata Kushtia, which 
completely commanded tise Kliyi)cr Bass, here some 
000 yarils l)n)ad, than a ])arty ot the enemy’s cavalry, 
about fifty in numl)er, was f)erceived at 4.30 p.m. 
leisurely making their way up tlie pass. To make the 
gan-ison of ,Vlj .Masjid realise that their retreat was 
cut off, fn'eutenant-C’olonel Jenkins ordered liis men to 
ojien fire upon these Afghan hoi-se at a. range of aliont 
500 yards. Several were dismounted, and the rest 
galloped away, some back to .tVli Masjid and some up 
tlie K by her I’ass. As it began to grow dusk, a larger 
body of the enemy’s cavalry, accompanied by a small 
pjirty of infantry, came from the direction of Ali 
Masjid. riding hard for their lives as they passed the 
place where the troops were posted, from wliieli it was 
evident that the retreat from Ali Masjid had com- 
menced, I'his body of Afghans came under fire of 
200 or 300 lifles within 300 to 500 yards’ range, and 
suffered some loss. As darkness closed in, the (fuides 
and the 1st Sikhs lay down on the rocks about 100 feet 
above the bed of tlie streairi, and no large body of 
the enemy passed during the night, although, doubtless, 
men moving singly or in small parties escaped. 

Meanwhile, at 2.1.5 a,m, on the 2lst November, the 
1st Infantry Brigade, under command of Brigadier- 
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General H,. T. Macphersoii, c.n., \ marched from tlie 
camp at Jamrud in the following order and followed in 
the track of tlie 2nd Brigade, which had preccnled them 
by eight hours and forty minutes : 

(1) 250 moil 4lli (iurkhas. (2) HoinHindoi' o.!‘ 4tli (ivirkhu.s. 

(2) Hazara Moantain Hattorv. (4) 41.ii Katlalioii Kifle Brigaclo. 

(5) 20tli Vimja!) Infaiirry. 

The fighting strength of the brigade amounted to 
48 British officers, 505) British rank and file, ajuJ 1,845 
natives of all ranks. 

Marchiiig under tlic same conditions as regarded 
equipment and supplies as tlie 2nd Brigade, this column 
reached laishora in four and a quarter hours, altliough 
the 20tli Punjabis made a sliglit dr/onr by mistake. 

On reaching the foot of tlie Tabai sjiur, leading to 
the Rhotas ridge, about 0 miles from Jann-ud. four 
companies of the 20th Punjab Infantry, amounting to 
248 men, commanded Major Gordon, were detached 
to occupy the 'Pabai ridge below the Rhotas summit, 
and thci-e to await the arrival of the remainder of the 
brigade on the main ridge leading to the enemy’s 
mugnrs' on the summit, when a simultaneous attack 
woidd be made on it aliout noon. 'The Rliotas jieak 
was to be ot;cupied, if possible, and heliographic com- 
munication established with .Jamrud, for wliicli purpose 
four signallers were attached to this detachment. 

As has been seen, the 2nd Brigade was just moving 
off as the 1st Brigade arrived at Lashora, and it became 
necessary for the 1st Brigade to halt for an hour to 
allow 'Tytler’s column to get (ilear. But at 7.80 a.m. 
Macphersoii ’s force resumed its march, ascending a 
tolerably easy path from tlie bed of the river and 
crossing the ridge to the left into the Lashora Nala. 
Above I.iashora the path wound thi-ough a narrow rocky 
ravine, overhung by precipitous and rugged hills, wliere 
the progress of the column was much impeded by the 
animals of the 2nd Infantry Brigade, many 
of which (bullocks and buffaloes) were quite unfit for 
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sucli service. 'I'hese animals can never move but at a 
very slow pace, and in difficult places often come to 
a complete standstill. 

The 1st Infantry Brigade, however, pushed rapidly 
on through this obstruction, and the head of tlie column 
arrived at the Sapri plateau at 11.30 a.m,, facing the 
Multani Sir, with the peak of 'fartara nearly due west. 
When the rear of tlie column closed up, at 1 o'clock in 
the aflermion, the advance was resumed, until at 3 p.m. 
a running stream was reached. Here the Brigadier- 
General decided to bi\-ona<* for the niglit of the 2Ist 
November, as nothing was to be heard of the rations of 
the Rifle Brigade, and tliere was no certainty of finding 
water farther on, while, owing to the steep ascerd and 
want of water, the troops were very much exhausted 
and unfit for further exertion. 

'fhe main column of the 1st Division, consisting of 
the 3rd and 4th Infantry Brigades, the Cax alry Brigade, 
and the artillery, the whole under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Sir Sam Browne, moved off tVom 
camp at .Jamrud at about T a.m. on the 21st November. 

A part)’^ was pnsiied on in advance, consisting of 
some signallers under Major H. P. Pearson, j).A.Q.M.t;., 
together with the head-c|uarters of tlie Royal Engineers 
and the Sappers of the Engineer I^ark. On arriving 
at the mouth of the Khyher Ibiss the latter began to 
improve the road, while tlie signallers, ascending the 
Surkhai hill, sought to establish heliographic eom- 
immication witli the Shahgai heights, ivs soon as that 
position should be occupied by tlie column, 'riiis they 
succeeded in doing by 11 a.m. 

The main column marcheil from Jamrud in the 
following order : 


[(1) 2o() nion 14t}i Intaniry Brifjfade ; 

(-) men 8 1st lle^iment/ [inriion. 

Advanccu gTianL and 8rd Companies Sappers and IV'linersf, 

conimaiidcMl by. liximivs. 

Hngadier-Cene- 1-C, Royal Horse Artillery, 
rai Apydeyanl. 1 1-0, Royal A i-tillery (mountain battery). 

i (7) Ueinaiiider of 14tli Sikhs. 
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r\T MACKESON’S fiRIDGE 


Main croliiiun 


( 1 ) Rcinaiiider of Kopinout 
(U) 27 th Infantry 


(ijivl Infantry 
X Rritradf. ; 

I rojiiainder. 


(o) Royal Artillery. 

(4) lo-i), Royal Artillery 

(5) 51 st IiHaiiLry 

' (()) Otli Rental lijfajiiry 

(7) (In ides Cavalry, - s<jimdroiis, ^ 

under Major < it. Stewart. Cavaii’y iirijLrade. 
U>) Idtli Mussars, 2 squadrons, under Ib'iy^adier- 
under Major 1C. W ood. T tbuioral (’. *1. S 

(1*1 1 1 111 Reni^ai ijanrors, 2 sfjuad- 1 (louiih, v.r. 

^ rons, uuilor Major R. K. Roylo. j 


(heavy hattery., h*“[)rs.). 

( till Itifaistry ih'i^^ado, under 
i>i‘ijL;adier-(iIener;il W". 14. 
( Rrowia?. 


Three days’ rations aceoiupaiiied each unit, and 
each eoinpany of Sa|>pers had witli it its light cquipuient 
on six mules with two l>arrcls of powder. 

1’he advance guard pushed on by the Shadi Hagiar 
road into the Kliyhcr Pass, and fi-oin a point a little short 
of Mackeson's Bridgt; a detachment of 200 men oi' the 
81st liegiment and of the 1st Sikhs, with the inoimtaia 
batter)', was despatched up the bed of a ravine on fhe 
right, MUth the object of reaching the high ground 
beyond, so as to liavc the command of tlic Shabgai 
heights in (;asc any o[)position should be olfered at 
that point. 

Mackeson’s Bridge was reached at 0.20 a.rn., and 
from near there, at 10 a.n\., the first shot Avas fired by 
a detachment of the 81st Regiment against a pic(piei 
of the enemy’s cavalry, which was seen on the low hills 
above the bj*idge, and which retired slowly as tlic cohunn 
advanced. 

At 11 a.m. the head of the advance guard arrived 

at the Shahgai ridge. 'Thence two companies one 

from the. 5Lst Eight Infantry and one from the 81st 
Foot — were detaclied to occupy the ridges intervening 
between the Shahgai and the RhoUis ridge, which latter 
was seen to be held by a large body of the enemy ; and 
the detachment remained on this duty until the turning 
movements of the 1st and 2nd Infantiy Brigades 
caused the enemy to retire djjring the afternoon. At 
the same time detachments were sent out to either 
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flank and to a rid^je in front of the coluirni so us to cox er 
the xvorkin^ parties employed in improxdng the road, 

The Shahgai rid^e had been (occupied for an hour 
and a half, when about noon the garrison of Ali Masjid 
opened fire from the fort and from a gun on, a peak 
above, as well as from three others below, which were 
invisible to the attacking coluimi. This fire was con- 
tinued until dark, except for a short interval about 
1.80 p.m., the practice made being fair, for the ranges 
were well known to the Afghan gunners. 

Meanwhile l-C, Royal Horse Artillery, was brouglvt 
into action at a range of some 2,800 yards, ami fired 
about ten rounds of shrapnel })er gun. altra* xvhich the 
descent from tlie Shahgai hill into the ))ed of the stream 
having been made practicable, the fatttery atlvanced to 
a road to tlie right front of its former position, at which 
latter place it was rcliexed l)y the lieavy battery w'ith 
liiive 40-pr. R.L. guns and by E-8, Royal iVi-tillery. 
The.se batteries came into action at 2,800 yards, and 
continued their fire with apparently good e/Iecl till 
nightfall. I’lirougiiout the afternoon tlu; cavalry re- 
mained under cover of the Sliahgai heights in support 
of the heavy and field batteries. 

At 2.80 p.m. an advance was ordered of part of the 
8rd Infantry Brigade under General Applcyai'd, con- 
sisting of the 14th Sikhs, seven companies of the 27th 
Punjab Itifantry, and half of the 81st Foot. 'I'hese 
formed the left attack ; and they were directed to 
descend and (‘ross tlie Khyber stream at Lala t^hina, to 
work round und(,*r cover of a spur towards the right of 
the line of the enemy’s entrencliments, and to seize the 
heights w'hieli formed the key of the .<Vfghan po.sition. 

Sinudtaneously part of the 4th Inlantiy' Brigade 
was ordered to advance to the ridge in front of Shahgai, 
forming a right attack consisting of two companies of 
the .51st Light Intantry and part of the 8th Bengal 
Infantry and 4.5th Sikhs. 

The advance of the left attack was made under 
cover of the outer slopes of the ridges, which, however. 
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did «ot succeed in preventing the Afghan force fronv 
keeping up a continuous tire of round sliot and inii.sketry 
against Appleyard’s inoveTntait. Hy t p.in. tlie tird 
lirigade had approaciied the gorge at tJie top of tl)e 
ridge occupied by the enenjy. 'rtie athance, lc;d by 
Captain ,1. G. Maclean with the 14th Sikhs, was half 
in skirmishing order and half in support, the lattt'.r 
reintbrcing the fighting line half-way. Next in order 
followed six companies of tl)e 27tl) Punjabis under 
Major H. H, Rirch, while five companies of the Slst 
Regiment under ('olojicl R. R. (diiehester formed a 
reserve, (aiptain Maclean led the skirmishers of tlie 
14th Sikhs nearly up to the conical hill on the left of 
the enemy’s advanced position, the men tiring briskly 
as they went, and evoking a sliarp leply in the shape 
of a o’oss-Hrtr not only from the se\XTal entrcnehmeiits, 
hut also from a series of mnirnr.s in front of them, as 
well as from the eonieal hill redoid)t on which the guns 
of 11-9, Royal Aj'tillery, were now playing. 

'riie left attack was further supported by i-C, Royal 
Horse Artillery, which, following the 9rd Rrigafic, 
advanced with an escort of the lOtii Hxissars and No. (!. 
Company Sappers up the pass to a point where a some- 
what sharp bend broxight Ali Masjid in \ iew. Here the 
battery eame into action, four guns on the left bank of the 
-Sti-eaxTi (.xpening at 1,200 yards, wliiic the right dix ision 
crossed to tlie right hank and {id\ anet;d to within 1,000 
yards of the fort. In this position 1-C eontixxucd in 
action until all the ammunition in the limbei’s was 
expended, when the battery had to withdi-iiw, as the 
wagtnis had been left in rear at their original jxosition. 

Meantime two companies of the 51st la’ght Jn- 
lantry xind one of the Oth Hengal Ixifantiy were detached 
to occxxpy the right and rexir ridges protex-ting the 
Shahgai hill, relieving pxirties of the Slst Regiixnent 
and 14th Sikhs previously posted there, xvho were sent 
to join their regiments. 

In the right attack the detaohments of the 4t;h 
Rrigade w'ere soon in sharp conflict witlx the enemy. 
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As has been described, the left of the latter’s position 
oc(-,u})icd t.lu' iiuic('cssibie face of a cliff*, and was 
strengthened by one gun. 'I'he attack was supported 
by l]-9. Royal Aitillery (^lountain Battery), with an 
escort of the tSth Sikhs under Major C’ook and a com- 
pany of the 81st Root, which opened fire on A!i Masjid 
at l^.'JOO yards with common shell and shrapnel. 'I'liis 
was replied to by an adv aiu-e of the enemy’s skirmishers 
to within 430 yards of tlie guns, notwith.standing the 
lire of the escort and a few routuls of shrapnel from 
tl-i), Royal Artillery, After about two hours in action, 
during which time it became apparent that an assault 
of the enemy's position on this side was impossible, the 
battery was witlidrawn, c-overed b)’ two companies of 
the 51st liight Infantry, and, ascending the ridge behind, 
it opened fire on the conical hill redoubt tlien l)eing 
attacked by the 3rd Brigade. 

Wliile the attacks wei’e in pmgrciss as above de- 
scTibed. the British leaders looked in \ain for some 
signs of the 1st and 2nd Brigades having completed 
their tur'uing movements, 'rhe afternoon drew to a 
close ; tire enemy abated not the vigour with whitdi 
they defended their formidable positions. The right 
attack had turned out impracticalrle. and at length, at 
5 p.m., the General determined to avoid a further sacri- 
fice of life by abandoning the final assault. Orders 
were reluctantly given to cease firing and to retire. 
Bnt before these order s had i-eaehed Brigadier-General 
Applcyatd, tire 27th Punjab Infanti’y and the 14th 
Sikhs had already pushed well up the steep slope 
leading to the Afglian posts, eirti’enchraents, and 
mn^ars, with which they were actively engaged. On 
receiving tire order to abandon the attack the skir- 
mishers fell hack on their supports, l)ut in doing so 
suftered severely. Here Major Birch, I^ieutenant T. O. 
Fitzgerald, and four sepoys of the 27th Punjab Infantry 
were killed and six wounded, whilst eight of Captain 
Maclean’s Sikhs had already fallen, and he, with 
sixteen others, was wounded. 
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During this final advance of tlie ‘kd Rrigade on the 
left, ('olonel Maunscll, Commanding Royal Engineci*, 
finding himself the senior officer on the ground about 
the valley of the Khyher stream, and observing tlie loss 
to the troops involved by the detennined resistance of 
the enemy, ordered np three companies of the Slst 
Regiment, part to reinforce their regiment, whicdi was 
acting as a I’eserx e to the attack, and the remainder to 
hold the gorge of the valley in support. 'I'he rein- 
forcing party of the 81st Regiment did not succeed in 
reaching the advanced part of their regiment l)efore the 
I’ctirement commeneed ; but as they fell back they 
reached a, convenient jfosilion to repel any advance of 
the enemy along the valley. Here they were Joined by 
a part of the .51st Liglit Infantry, which was posted 
under cover of the hill above. A portion of the 1 Ith 
Sikhs and 27th Ihmjuh Infantry, ordered to retii'e from 
the left attack, where they had gallantly pushed farthest 
to the front, also joined this force witliont any of their 
Rritish officers, all of whom, they informed Colonel 
Maunscll, had been killed ; these dtAaehments were 
placed iti rear and in support of t he j)arties of t;h(i ,51st 
and 81. st. Seeing tlie importance ol' guarding the 
position held here. Colonel Maunsell sent a detachment 
of the 8tli Company of Sappers at al)ont 5 p.m. to 
oeeupy a tower on the left, and to throw o\it a picapiet 
in advaiuie to cover the whole left v)f the valley, and 
ordered up the Sappeis then in the rear to reinforce 
them. 


The force bivmuaeked for the night as follows : 


(.'^avalry 


i (i ) 2 conipaiiitMS, JMst." 
Rep'nieiit. 

(2) ^ companies, Hlh 
Sikhs. 


ia^,^Royul Artil- | [ ou 


K-ir-Roy..! Artil-fSir I "‘f-try 


i ( 4)1 ciRnpaiiy, ( 5 th 
Infantry. 

(J>) 11-9, Royal Artil- 

J lery. J 

t-C.-, Royal Horse Artillery, with es<rorfc, on left bank of stream. 


ilemaiiidor 
;5ni liri- 
4(.'ule on 
left. 

RtMuainder 
Ith 11 ri- 
gfide on 
rij^'ht. 
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THE FORT 

OCCUPIED 



'Fhe < 

•asualties during the day w'ere as folio w's : 



KillcH. 


Wo«iu(ic<l. 




( Iffnx'r.s. Men. 

i-c;. 

KoyaJ 1 
I'y • 

lorse Artil- 

Royal Artil- 

lory .... 


\i 

. 0 . 1 

0 . 4 

51 St 


. 0 . 1 

lull, Koyal Artillery . 

0 . 5 

1 itli Hikijs 

. 0 . a 

51st k'ooi 

0 . J 

27th PiiMiAb Intaivtrv . 2 , i 

1 4th Sikhs . 

1 . 1(5 




20tb Purijal.i Intantry . 

0 . 1 



1"<nAL . 2 . 14. 

27tli l*uiijiih Infantry . 

0 . (> 




4 OTA I. . 

1 . XI 


The 

artillery ammunition expended was ; 

4i. 

i-(/ 

Itoynl 

ilorsp Artillery 

. . Mill sliMprH'l. 

...... 

2,5 common. 

K-R 

, Royal 

Artillery . . * . 

. 1)8 

81! 


>, Roy.-il 

Artillery (moimtaio) 

. 81 

.M) 


Koval 

A r t i llery (1 . H. L. R. ) , 

■ • ,, 

Jill 


During tlie night dispositions were made by the 
] ^ieutenant-Cieneral for the renewal of tlie left attack, 
and at daybreiik (W tlie 22nd the JJrd Hrigade was 
reinforced iiy 11-0, Koyal Artillery, which crossed the 
Khyber at the place where I-C, Royal Morse Artillery, 
had crossed on the previous day, and opened fire on 
the enemy's position. As no reply was elicited tlie 
batte^ry ceased fire, the brigade advanced, wdien both 
fort and entrenchments were found to iiave been 
evacuated. 

I’he camp was yet standing, and tliere was every 
evidence of precipitate fliglit, notliing whatever having 
been carried away, (iliulam Haidar, witli the Mir 
Akhor and the greater part of the enemy, seemed to 
have escaped by the Bazar Valley by way of Clhora and 
over the Sissobi Pass to Pesli Bolak, with the exception 
of a few' who took the Khyber road, some of w'hom 
had been made prisoners by the 2nd Brigade. 'Fhey 
w’ere much harried and looted by the Afridis of the 
Bazar Valley. 

The enemy’s works w'ere found to be of great 
extent, and to have lieen skilfully and formidably 
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designed. Had they been manned by a sufficient force, 
and measures taken to coimteract flanking movements, 
the position, if properly defended, might have proved 
jihviost iinprcgnable ; and, even against the garrison 
available, an attack in front could only have been 
successful after great loss of life, 'fhe artillery practice 
of the Afghans was fair, and had they fired shell 
instead of solid shot it would have pro\'ed more 
destructive. 

'riie strength of the enemy’s garrison Avas : 


Cjnalry . 200 

4 Ttill.erit's arlillery ..... 320 

0 fltjgiinoiils of iiii'anh-y .... 3,000 

Khasodarx (lovios) ..... (JOO 

Total . 4,120 


Their loss could not well be estimated, as the killeil 
and wounded Avere s(*attered in distant and remote 
portions of the defenecs. 'rwenty-four pieces of 
ordniuue Averc captured. 

The arrival oi' part of the 2nd Urigade under Colonel 
Jenkins at Kata Knslvtia and the first signs there of the 
evacuation of i\h Masjid on the evening of the 21 si 
have been described. j\s day began to break on the 
22nd NovemlKir tlie party Avas aroused by the approach 
of Afghan infantiy coming up the pass in retreat from 
Ali Masjid. Colonel Jenkins directed a company of 
Cjiuides to fire a volley to bring them to a lialt. but Avith 
the result that oidy a fcAV of tlie party .stootl their 
ground, the remainder scattering, some scaling tlu* 
rocks on the farther side, and others running back down 
the pass. One of tlie men AV'bo halted appeared to f)e 
an officer, and C.'olonel Jenkins sent a prisoner, taken 
the previous CA'ening, to order him to collect bis men 
and make them lay doA\m their arms, on condition that 
neither they noi* their priv'ate property Avould he 
injured. On this about 300 prisoners were eolleeted 
and disarmed. 
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S4 A DETACHMENT CUT OFF 

At 11 a. 111 . Brigadier Tytler arrived from. Paiiaipal 
with tlie rest of the eoliiiiui, except a small detachment 
which had been Icdl to bring on the rations. Notwith- 
standing peremptory orders sent back by the Brigadier 
tiie rations had not yet come up, nor did any food 
reach the column until the evening of the 22nd, when 
seventeen sheep were sent to Kata Kushtia from Ali 
Ma.s)id. It afterwards appeared that it had been impos- 
sible to get the supplies beyond Sapri plateau by the 
morning of the 22nd. Seeing tliis, Brigadier- General 
Maepherson appropriated half of tliem for tlie 1st 
Infantry Brigade, which had bivouacked on the plateau, 
and of which the rations were also not forthcoming. 

During the morning of tlic 22nd the detachment 
of tlie 2nd Brigade; left at Fanaipal was cut oil' from 
cominunication with Kata Kushtia by the large 
numbers of /\fghans in full retreat ftom the Bliotas 
heights. I'hese parties of the enemy were also met by 
Major II. VV. Gordon and the four companies of the 
20th Punjab Infantry, which had been detached on the 
previous day from I'abai. Major Gordon had reached 
the crest of the northern spur of Bhotas peak on the 
evening of the 21st, and advancing towards the summit 
next morning rejoined his brigade, wliich had recom- 
menced its march towards the ridge about lO.JlO a.ni„ 
having been informed by the signallers of the 2nd 
Brigarle that Ali Masjid had been captured. 

As it was reported that tlie track over the Ilhotas 
ridge to Ali Masjid was impracticable for mules, the 
Hay.ara Mountain Battery, escorted by Major (Gordon’s 
detachment of the 20th l*unjabis, was directed to 
des<;end into the Khyber Valley by the Tortang route, 
'riie first cpiarter of this march was over down-like hills, 
witli grass very abundant; but the character of the 
country lower down changed to sharp and precipitous 
ridges. The track was here very bad, and considerable 
time was spent in making it practicable. Some Afridis, 
who came to assist in finding a way, expre.ssed tlieir 
astonishment at the inules being able to come down 
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this truck. The hist <vun of the buttery reached the 
Khybcr sti’eam at nighttall ; but the mules with the 
men’s great-coats and ibod, and tlie grass-cutters’ ponies 
with the light baggage of the battery, did not arrii e in 
(■amp that night. 

'rhe 1st Infantry Rrigade continued its march to 
the top of the Rbotas peak, in which direction some of 
the enemy were still seen, (ieneral Maepherson con- 
sidered that, to fuifil liis instructions, the peak sitould 
be crowned, and this was done Uy the Rifles at 2 p.ni. 
'I'liis advance guai’d found the ad/iffars unoitcupied, 
and from the peak the heavy battery on the Slrahgai 
heights was discernible. 

As the Ist Brigade returned to the 'I’ortang \hilley, 
t'aptain VV^ H. Meiklejohn and four companies of tlie 
2<)th Punjab Infarrtry captured 50 .Afghans, who bad 
fled down another spur, whilst the 4th (Jurkhas also 
captui'ed a supply of ammunition, 'riic wliole column 
now descended tire Tortang route with great difliculty 
on account of tire darkness, the descent not being com- 
pletely cft’ected till midnight ; the baggage guard and 
the men’s great-coats were, howx'ver, cAcn then led 
behind. 

During the 22nd November the Peshawar \h\lley 
b'icld Force remained at and near Ali Masjid, while 
tiri'angcments were made for an adi antte up 1;he pass on 
the following day. On the 23rd the head-quarters of 
the division with the 10th Hussars, I-C, Royal Horse 
Artillery, Guides Cavalry, and 14th Sikhs marched to 
r,andi Khana, the 4th Brigade with E-3 and 13-0, 
Royal Artillery, and tlie lltli Bengal Lancers remain- 
ing at Ali Masjid, the 1st and 2nd Brigades at Kata 
Kushtia. The advance of the main body w'as continued 
on the 24th to Dakka, 2 miles outside the northern 
mouth of the pass, wdiither Majoi- Cavagnari had ridden 
in advance on the pi*evious day. 'i'he defences ol‘ 
laindi Khana w'cre found to be entirely deserted. 'I’he 
Mohmand Khan of lailpura, as well as several headmen 
of Dakka, came in and gave his submission ; and the 
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chiefs of the neighbouring districts were generally 
friendly, tliough they seeined quite unable to control 
the bands of robbers who infested the Klnird Khyber 
Pass between Dakka and liasawal and several times 
annoyed the rear of the (;olunin as well as outlying 
sections of the force lell behind at Ali Masjid. 

At Dakka, where there wjts catnping-space for a 
large force, the column halted for three weeks whilst 
all available transport w'as sent back to I’eshawar for 
supplies. During this halt tlie health of the troops 
improved considerably. 'Phe (s-n alry w'ere employed 
in recounaissaiu'e work, the Sappers in improving the 
roads, and eff'orts were made to check the looting in the 
Khyber l*ass, which was still carried on, chiefly by 
Zakha Khel Afridis. With this object the general 
commanding at Peshawar was called on by Sir Sani 
Browne to furnish troops for post work and ta)moy 
duty in the puss. 

On the 30th November a messenger from Kabul 
came into camp, bearing a letter from the Amir 
addressed to the \'iccroy. 'Phis letter, though dated 
the 1 9tli, was belie\ ed to have been re-written after the 
taking of Ali Masjid. It repeated the list of Sher Ali’s 
grievances against the Hritish (iovernment, and declared 
that he w'as still ready to receive a friendly Mission 
“ with a small escort not exceeding 20 or 30 men ” ; 
Init it entirel}'^ evaded all the points retpiired by the 
\^iceroy s ultimatum, and could not therefore have 
})een accepted even if it had arriv'ed before tlie 20tli 
November, A reply to this effect was wired to the 
Viceroy by the Secretary of State. 

December 0 })ened wnth a punitive raid made by 
Major (kivagnari with an armed body of Kuki Khel 
A friilis, supportefl l)y mountain guns, against the Zakha 
Khel Afridis, and with a rec;onnaissance trorn Dakka 
into the Mohmand country, where the general attitude 
of the tribesmen was friendly. At the same time 
the 1st Brigade pushed on to Basawal, in order to 
reconnoitre, to give confidence in the country, and to 
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gel: supplies, none being ubtaituibie iii the vicinity 
<>j‘ Dakka. Hrigadier-Gencral Macpherson eniulncttcd 
a reconnaissance troni Basavval to I’esli Bolak in the 
hope of sei/ing the Mir Akhor, who however escaped. 

Early in this month pneumonia broke out amongst 
the 14th Sikhs, when, having been moved into camp at 
Loi Dakka with no good result, were sent bac*k to 
I’eshawar. No hospital arrangements as yet existed 
beyond those of units, but by degrees the Field Hospital 
system was gradually initiated during the operations. 

i\f‘ter the tall of Ali Masjid the Sappers were em- 
ployed first in improving the road to laindi Kotal and 
afterwards in repairing the dilapidated Afghan fort at 
Dakka and constructing outposts for tlie pictpiets 
there. 'I'wo boats were also constructed at Dakka 
of six and fifteen tons respectively for ferrying the 
river. 

Meanwhile the reserve di\ision under (General 
Maude was moving forward from Hasan Abdal, and 
part had already arrived at Feshawar. At the end of 
tlie first week in December a redistribution of brigade 
ctomrnands was decided on as follows : a Jiew brigade 
under Golonel .IcJikins of the (fnides was formed with 
the No. 4 Mountain Battery, the Sikhs, and the Guides ; 
the 4th Brigade was amalgamated with tlie 3rd under 
Brigadier-General iVpplcyard, and remained at Ali 
Masjid and Sluiligai, the troops at which places now 
became part of General Maude’s tlivision ; Brigadier- 
(Tcneral VV. B. BroAvne, who had commanded the 4th 
Bj'igade, was directed to proceed U) l*eshawar and there 
to await further oixlers. 

On the loth December Government approved of 
the advance being continued to .Jalalabad, provided that 
Sir Sam Browne considered the force at his disposal 
sufficient to hold .Jalalabad and keep open his com- 
munications. 

On the 17th December the head-quarters of the 
1st Division marched towards Jalalabad, (ieneral Tytler 
remaining in eoippiand at Dakka, Previous to this it 
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had hceii ascertained, that the vAinir had a,bandoj\cd all 
intention of defending Jalalabad, and the only open 
hostility in the neigh bourhootl, which was the result of 
the presence of the Mir Akhor amongst the Shinwaris 
at Pesh Holak, disappeared on the approach of a detach- 
inetvt of cavalry, when the JMir Akhor fled to the Safed 
Koh. Some outrages by the Mirzan Kliels, a section 
of the Shinwaris, were promptly punished by an expedi- 
tion which destroyed their principal fort at Chura 
without meeting with any resistance. 

After an uneventful march of four days Sir wSam 
Brownes column reached Jalalabad on the 20t.h 
December: it included Macpherson’s (the 1st) Brigade, 
Avhich joined it at Hasawal, and the 2nd, or Frontier 
Force, Brigade. 

Jalalabad w^as found to be a miserable town and in a 
stiite of considerable decay, the walls dilapidated, the 
houses wretchedly constincted of mud, the streets and 
lanes ill paved, rough, tortuous and tliily. J'he city 
was now perfectly quiet, and the merchants of the 
place were rapidly returning and re-opening their shops. 
The inhabitants generally were friendly, and considered 
the presence of a Britisli army a pTOteetit)n. The 
only danger was from discontented tribesmen and 
I'anatics, such as are ever to l)e found in Afghan towns. 

Great efforts were made to cleanse the town and 
make it wholesome. On tirrival at Jalalabad of Nos. 
2, 3, and t» Companies Sappers, tlie first works under- 
taken were road-making and dj-ainage of the camp 
under Lieutenaiit A. C. Talbot, u.e. The camp was on 
the east side of tlie towm facing the soiith, with a sandy 
tract lying in front of it ; and protection wtis afforded 
by a watercourse, eight or ten feet wide, along the right 
flank and rear. 

Meanwhile, on the 9th December, Major Cavagnari, 
the Political Officer, had expressed his opinion that the 
conduct of the Zaklia Khels of Bazar and Bara necessi- 
tated militai-y chastisement, and an expedition into the 
Bazsu* V^alley was consequently deternimed on, 
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A foixe composed of troops from fclic 2nd Division, 
Feshawtir V^alley Iri'icld Force, from Jamrud under 
l,ientenant-(iener{il Maude, was to carry out this 
operation in co-operation with the 2nd Brigade of the 
1st Division, from Dakka, under Brigiidier-Generul 
Tytler ; and as it was importiint to cut off the enemy’s 
retreat from tlie Sissobi Pass, tJ)e troops from J)akka 
were to move through tliis defile. 


'lud Hntfndi*.. DivisUm, 

A .11 RovbI Artillery, '1 trims- ( '.Tp Lai it A. 

iwirimt . . . ■ . . . . 

A IU.li ( Sapper.s afi*l Miners 
j l oot ( olonel W. 1). riionipson 

Inranl ry j 27tli fNinjali In/Hutry • ( aptaiu #1. ( ook 

I 4.'iUi ■ Lieutenant n, N. M’Kae . 


Men. 


HOD'i ( ii(h'i‘ 

nnieral 
111) »L A.'rytler 


Total , 70U 


'lad Pt'.shntrar V'alhfi Pir/d Force. 

.. , 1 .. nuh llen^’al Lam ers^ I troop . , , 10' 

^ lleiiiial Lnieers, 1 troop , , 40 

[A l>-A, Royal Ilorse| 

I .Artillery, 2 .uuns i < aplain tL fL Nladp 
Artillery '. <»n elepliaiils * - tO 

I I l i), Royal Arlillerv, 2 {5UIIS < apfain A. L. 

I Doth)' V 

p -olli F(>ot ( iMisiiiors)- (^(Urjiiel T. Rowlajul . .’iOO 
f r 1 J o1. si fiitrlit infantry < olonel ( '. Aeton . . 200 

••an jy | Colonel )). Maeintyrc? . oOO 

^Mliairwara natbilion — Major F. ^V.Hoilean . 400 


Aider Hrifia- 
dierAieuiu*?!] 
J. Doran, 


Total . 1,520 


Both columns moved on the 19th December, and 
effected a junction at the village of V\’’alai in tlie Bazar 
Valley on the morning of the 21st. No opposition hud 
been encountered, but the people of the valley did not 
offer their submission or comply wdth the terms ten- 
dered them by the Political Officer, Two villages 
and a numlrer of towers w^ere accordingly destroyed, 
after which, on the morning of the 22nd, the columns 
commenced their retirement, and General Maude’s force 
reached Ali Masjid without incident. General I’ytler’s 
Brigade, however, w^as exposed to a sharp attack by 
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the tribesmen in the Sissobi J*as.s, and experienced a loss 
of otie man killed and seven wounded, one of them 
mortally.* 

On arrival of the head-quarters of the division at 
Jalalabad it was ascertained that news had readied there 
of Sher uAli, by which it appeared that the Amir liad 
led Kabul on the FJth of IJecember. 

'I'his news was confirmed on the 20t}i December, 
on wliich day Major CaAagnari telegraphed from Ali 
Roglian the receipt of authentic intelligence that tlie 
Amir )uui fled from Kabul to Afghan 'rurkistan. He 
was accompanied by the remaining members of the 
Russian Mission ; and Sardar Yakub Khan had assumed 
charge of Kabul, '.riie news was brought by Glmlam 
Nakshband Khan, a pensioned remddar of tlie Guides 
C’avalry, then resident at Ivabul. Before his departure 
the Amir a]ipeared to have lost all authority at Kabul. 
wJiile liis army liad been weakened by numerous 
desertions. The country bcGveen Jalalabad and Kabul 
was described as being in a state of anarchy. 

'Fhe year ended with numerous reconnaissances 
tlirough the c*ountry round Jalalabad, witli the object of 
obtaining a better acquaintance with the topography 
and discovering the resources of the larger villages, as 
well as of ascertaining the feelings of the inhabitants 
towards the British. 

'I'he weather vvas fine and the days ^varm and sun- 
shiny, but at night the temperature w^as below freezing 
point. The troops of the Peshawar alley l*'ield Force 
were in good health and spirits. 

Meantime the troops of the 2nd Division of the 
Peshawar Abxlley army w>^erc busily employed in the 
formation of camps for wrintcr quarters and establishing 
hospitals and supply depots along the line of communi- 
cation. IMiich labour had been expended on the road 
through the KhyberPass and along the banks of the Kabul 
River between Dakka and .lalalabad, so that wheeled 

^ For a fuller aocoimt of tlufs Fxperlition Frontier and Ove'rmnf 
Expeditimift from India , Vol. IL 
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trarriiigcs couUl now traverse w'iiljout interruption tiic 
whole roiuhvay between l*eshawar and .Jalalabad. 'IMie 
transport serviee had been systematically organised, a,nd 
was (tarried out by convoys of camels under tlie super- 
intendence ot‘ triuisport oilieej’s at each stage. Resides 
heliograj)hic communication, atelegra])h line was erected 
i)y tlie Sappers, and, with the exception of occasional 
isolated outrages by marauders, chieHy Afridis, the 
communications lattween I’eshawar and .Jalalabad were 
held in comjiarative secturity. 



ciiAi’rER in 

Ot'KKAi'IOKS OF rHK I'FSIJAVVAR VALLKV FIKLl) FOlU K 
FROM .fANr’AllY TC) jrJXE, 1K7!>. 

On tile news of Slier Ali’.s fliglit and of Yakub Klian's 
succession to pow'er being receh'ed by tlie Government 
of India, iMajor Cavagnari, the Political Ollicer with the 
I’eshawar Valley F oree, vvas instructed to make every 
endeavour to open eoniniunications and to arrive at a 
IVicndly understanding with the new ruler. These efforts 
met, however, with but little success, and the political 
situation in December. 1878, remained unchanged. 

The month of January, 1879, passed without many 
incidents of importance. A parade of the .Jalalabad 
gan-ison took place on New Year’s Day, followed by 
a (lurhdr held by tlie I^ieutenant-General, at which, 
however, the attendance of chiefs w’as neither large nor 
representative. 

J’rogress was made during the month in improving 
the defences, comnninications, etc., in and around the 
head-(juarters of the division.' 

TVie telegraph ivas pushed on towards Jalalabad, and 
was completed as far as Dakka : but, as the line was 
alway^s liable and constantly subject to interruption, 
heliographic stations were also completed betw'^een that 
place and .Jamnid, and signallers kept hard at work. 

Cavalry })osts for escort duties were established 
between Dakka and .Jalalabad at Basaw'al, and four 
miles from Batikot. 

Considerable loss was suffered by the tran-sport owdng 

* For lU-sirilmtiou of Valley Field Force on 1st January, 1870, 

nee ApiicJidix IV, 
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to the ellecLs i)f the cold on the c‘{iinels. It was there- 
tbie iirrunged to retain at Jalalabad and at Batikot 
(where there was tolerable grazing) only camels, 

this number being sufficient to mo\'e one-half of the 
force there with six days’ supplies, should occasion arise, 
at twenty-four hours’ notice. 

The remainder of the (;amels belonging to the 
1st Division were directed to be employed in l)ringing 
up supplies to Dakka from the rear, as no difficulty was 
experienced in obtaining local camel transport between 
Dakka to .Jalalabad. 

A defensive post was constructed near the Kabul 
gate of .Jalalabad, and a bridge over the Kabul River was 
})uilt in three lengths of 170 feet, 170 feet, and 25}*2 feet, 
the roadw'ay being 8 feet wide. Improvements of the 
road near Peshaw'ar were also hurried on by tlie Sappers 
a)\d Miners, as \vell as betweei\ Jiandi Kotal and 
.Jalalabad, in ordei' to facilitate the collection of stores 
at the last-named place. For the storage of supplies 
there two sheds were constructed, each I tO feet long, 
and a three-months’ supply o\' at f a, etc., w as collected at 
the head -quarters of the division. 

'I’he weather continued fine, thougli snow fell in the 
latter part of the month and the cold became se^•ere. 

From Kabul came ncAvs that the city was quiet. 
Yakub Khan had six regiments there, and as time 
passed on it was rumoured that great disaffection existed 
amongst these forces, and even that one cavalry regiment 
had deserted in a body. 

Yakub Khan’s intentions were undoubtedly warlike ; 
he issued orders to the Ghilzai chiefs to the effect that 
the wdiole tribe, the most powerful in Afghanistan, was 
to assemble at Jagdalak, but that the chiefs alone were 
to proceed to Kabul for instructions as to their future 
progi'amme. The assemblage of so maiiy levies at 
Jagdalak evidently indicated hostile intentions : and, 
had the Ghilzais obeyed the summons, the formation of 
a strongly entrenched camp at .Jalalabad wmuld have 
been necessary. 



44 


AGCillESSJOX OF rRIHESIVIEN 

The tribe did not, however, seem inclined to comply 
with Yakub Khan’s orders, and, on the contrary, ten- 
dered its submission to tiie British early in January. 
Submissive letters were received from most of the chiefs 
in Kabul, and on the 14th January the Salad of Kunar 
waited upon Sir Sam Browne at .Jalalabad, and seemed 
anxious to place himself on good terras with the (ioverri- 
raent. Frobaldy he was decided in this course by 
hearing of the occupation of Kandahar, new^s of which 
reached the British head-(juai’ters two days later. The 
Salad was a man of much influence amongst the 
Mohmands: indeed, the ex- Amir had trusted to his 
religious sway to preach a /i/tad' against the British. 

'I’he only afti^ e military operations during .January 
Avere an expedition against the Mohmands and a second 
raid into the liazar \"alley. J’he former was undertaken 
at -tlie histance of the Political Ofhecr, to whom the 
headmen of Sajigar Sarai in Ivama had applied for assist- 
ance against the Baizai clan of the Mohmand tribe. It 
appeared that these tribesmen had l)een incited to a(*ts of 
aggression by the chief of Goshtii as well as by the Saiads 
of Shergarh in Kama, and it was accordingly decided to 
send a force, . txnisisting of the Frontier Brigade of the 
1st division, under Brigadier-General Jenkins, to punish 
the Mohmands and capture the refractory Saiads. 

A detachment of 100 men of the 20th Punjab 
Infantry and 25 sabres of the lOth Hussars, under 
Lieutenant F. I). Battye, proceeded to Ali Boghan to 
act as support and to Avatcli the fords ; the main c«)lumn, 
consisting (if two guns irazara Mountain Battery, .50 
s.ibres Guides Cavalry, and 250 Guides Infantry, 
under Brigadier-General .Jenkins, with Majtir (hiA agnari, 
Political (iffieer, marched from head-quarters at 5 a.ni. 
on the 11th .January, forded the Kabul and Kunar 
Rivers, and, under the guidance of Kalu Khan (Barakzai), 
the chief of Besud, reached Shergarh about 11 a.m. 
The lieadmen at once came out and surrendered them- 
selves ; but, Avhilst they Avere being secured, a body 

* llelijjious war. 
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of ninety Molimiiuds, M'ho had been plundering’ in tlic 
neighbourhood, made tlieir escape from a small fort 
called I'elian under fire from the tno mountain guns, 
leaving behind them their loot and plundered cattle. 
'Fhe march of the detac'hment was tlieii resumed to 
Sarai, where, by invitation of Mir Akbar Khan of 
Mayar, it halted at his fort, which he had pi*e])ared for 
the reception of the troops. 

On the 12th the small force marched to Sarai, and 
theiu’e to Ali Hoghan, where the guns and baggage were 
ferried over on foiu’ rafts prepared for the purpose, whilst 
t:he horses and mules fortlcd the river it) about three fec^t 
of water a mile lower down. In piac-es the water was 
so deep that some of the ea\ alry horses were t)l)liged to 
swim, the men suffering severely from tlte icy coldness 
of the water. Some of the rear giuird, wlio lost thc;ir 
footing ttear the right bank, were got out of the water 
by l aeutenant F. I). Battye in a state of great exhaust ion, 
find were sent l)aek to camp. Although the distance 
from Mayar to .Talalaljad is only 12 miles, yet the march 
was distressing to men and animals, t)wing to tlie cold 
in crossing the river. The troops liad to mo\’e for more 
than a mile, carrying ammunition on their heads, in water 
from 2^ to tl feet deep, with a \x*ry stony bottom. 

The object of this expedition was fully attained, a))d 
the Saiads from Shergarh sent as prisoners to J’eshawar, 

On the 24th January, at the request of tht^ Political 
Othcer, another small detachment marched 10 miles 
north from Basawal to punish the villagers of Nikati and 
Haja Miani, who had been concerned in tlie murder of a 
hfmti of the 17th Foot. I’liis detachment consi.sted of: 

17fh Hogiinent . . . 4 

4t.h Hattiilioii Rifle Briguile 2 
41, h (.itirkhas . . . 

(jiiidcs Cavalry . . .1 

Shp|)ci'.s and Mineis . . 1 

'Phe villagers tried to escape, but fi^ e were killed 
and seventy-fiv^e tJiken prisoners. A good many of the 


Mon, 

lOO'i ] Jiickr .LicMil.-Cfiloiiol A. 
50 II, I'tterson, l-lTih 

50 1 Foot, with A. F. 
25 (diDniDglnim iis Poli- 

7^ tuuil OHicer. 
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prisoners were broui^lit in, but the Uii-jL^er number were 
released, 'rhe villages were burnt ; 500 head ol‘ sheep, 
200 head of cattle, and some mules were captured. 

On the same date the troops trom head-(juarters who 
were to operate in the Se<‘ond Bazar Valley Expedition 
commenced their march.^ I’his Expedition was the 
result oi‘ Major Ca\agnari’s representations that an 
excellent efiect would l)e pnxiuced by a temporary occu- 
pation of the valley. Accordingly it was aiTanged to 
concentrate three columns — two from the 2nd Division 
Peshawar Field Force, starting respectively from .Jam- 
rud and Ali Masjid, and one, which was to start from 
Basawal, from the 1st Division. 

The .Jamrud Column, under Ijieutenant-General 
Maude, who c-onducted the operations, marcljed on the 
2tth .fanuary; that Irom Ali Masjid marched on 
the 25th under Brigadier-General ;\ppleyard : while the 
troops from the 1st Division started on the same day 
from Basawal under Brigadier-General 'rytlcr. 

'Phe .lamrud and .(Mi Masjid Columns united at Bmj 
on the 20th .ranuary. and then pursued their way into 
the Ba'/,:ir \"alley, meeting with l)ut little open opposition, 
tliough there was a good deal of night firing on the 
picquets. The whole force concentratetl in the Bazar 
N’^alley at 4- p.m. or\ the 27tli .lamiary, and camped in a 
stnmg position in the plain. 


Art.iMf'rv . 


Brilish Infiiiilry 

Niihivt' (..'(ivalrv . 
Nalivt^ liiffuilry 
Madras Sappor.s 


Jamrud C'ohimn. All raulfs. 

jl)-A, Royal lloise .Vrlillcry (2 
I guns on clepharils), 1 division . 28 

1 11 9, Royal Artillovy, 1 div ision . 22 

n-5th lAisilior.s .... 515 
1.1-2511. Foot .... 510 

679 

I'ltli Bongfd l..an«;rs . . .145 

24fcli Punjab Iidlinhy . . 5.50 

. ■ . . ■ . . . 55 

- mi 

Total .1,235 


* For a fuller aetsiniit of this Kxpeditii.in .see Fr(^nHer and Oi'er^eui 
Expeditions! from liuHn, V ol, 11. 
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Ali Masiid Colnmn. 

All ranks 

Artilk-ry . ll-U, Royal Artillery, J division . IH 
British infantry 51st Foot . . . . .1213 


17 


, fSnfl Gurkhas . . . Bl~ 

Native In an ly ( jvii,.,j,.wara Battalion . . SJ‘,20 

SHpiJere . 


t>31 


Artillerv 


. . . . . » 1 

(itifj 


IkMirral Infantry fniin Landi 

l Kolal 

511 



974 

'l'..tal 


1 

JhtmruHi / i 'olu nut. 


All 

ranks. 

11-9, .Unviil Artillerv, 1 division . 

25 


Ill 7th Foot . ‘ * 

5(>1 


I'ltli Bal ialion Uitle Brit^atle 

210 




595 

'l''he (riiid(‘s . . , . 

52 


4i:]i Gurkhas .... 

201 


leivs ...... 

45 




27(5 

4.'otal 


— 


1,205 


«T2 


'I'his colinim was joined at t!liinar by the following : 

All rnnks. 

Britisli Infantry l-17th Fool .... 52 


Native Infant ry 


/2Ttii Punjab Native Infantry . 10+ 

145th Sikhs. . . .' .257 

- ;i(il 

Total 41B 

Ghan’I) Totai, 5,725 


There was no doubt of the hostility of the Zakha 
Khel Afxidis. Directly the force entered their country, it 
Was fired upon niglit and day ; tlie inhabitants had also 
desertetl their villages and fired Ihein, although pro- 
mised by the l*<olitical Oflicer that they should not he 
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molested. None of the trihesmen sliowed tliemselves 
in the daytime to the trt)pps, but tiiey hung about the 
hills and ravines, and fired on small parties when they 
luid a elianee. Lieutenant-General Maude determined 
now, in aeeordance witl) his instruetions, to reconnoitre 
in force thelJukarPass towards tlie Bara Valley, and since 
tljc country was unknowji, and there was a probability 
of resistance, a force of LOGO men. with 2 guns, moved 
on the 28th of .lanuary to cover the reconnaissance. 

From Halwai, two miles from camp, to within 1,]()0 
yards of the Hukar Pass, considerable opposition was 
offered by the united Afridi clans, although with but 
snijill effect. At 4.1.5 p.m.. General Maude, liaving 
obtiiined a good idea of the country about the pass, 
ordered the force to retire on the (!amp. 'fhc rear 
of the troops reached camp at dusk, the enemy not 
venturing beyond the high ground near lialwai. 

'J'lie casualties on this occasion were Lieutenant 
U. H. Ij, Holmes, 45th Sikhs, one sergeant, Koyal 
Artillery, one sepoy, and two Ibllower.s wounded. 

On the 20th .lanuary, 4.50 men under Colonel G. H. 
'J'hompson, 0th Bengal Intantry, M'ei’e detached to 
destroy the towers of Halwai. i’lie Afridis showed in 
even greater numbers than on the previous day ; but, 
nes erthelcss, the detachment performed its task of 
blowing up the towers. 'I'he leturn march of the de- 
tachment was again harassed by tlic iVfridis, but the 
pjirty fell back in good order towards the camp, and 
inflicted a loss estimaled at twenty men on the enemy, 
the British casualties being three sepoys and one follower 
wounded. 

Cleneral Maude now telegraphed to Army Head- 
(iuarters for instructions as to his future movements ; 
while awaiting the annval of the sanie an urgent message 
arrived recalling the Basawal C’olnnm, as an attack was 
expected on .Jalalabad and Dakka. At the same time 
the Zakha Kliel clan of the Bara Valley offered their 
submission and friendship, and the I^ieutenant-tieneral. 
liaving received instruetions to act on his own judgment, 
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accordingly determined to retire. I'he three columns 
left the Bazar Valley on the .‘hd h'ebi-uary, and regained 
their several destinations unmolested on the Ibllowing 
day. 

Meanwhile at Jalalabad intelligeiu;e was rec:eived of 
the death of the Mir Akhor, and of the serious illness 
of the Amir at Mazai’-i-Sliarif. A t the end of January 
tjews arrived of the death of the Amir, but it was not 
confirmed, although the rumour created considerable 
excitement at Kabul. .iVt the same time some uneasi- 
ness was caused amongst the tribes by the Bazar FjX- 
pedition, and a. rising of all tlie jVfridis was apprehended. 

Or\ the 28th .lanuary a (;ipher message from Pesha- 
war informed Sir Sam Browne that a body of Mohmands 
and I ^tman Khels. numbering some thousands, were 
assembling ^vith a view to attack Dakka or Jalalabad 
on tlie 7th February in combination with an attack from 
Kabul. Acitording to trustworthy information, an army 
of 20,000 Mohmands and Utinan Khels had actually 
been seeii on the 2ud I’''el)ruary assembled on the hills 
beyond Kunar under instructions from Kabul, and the 
tribes had been aroused by the relations of the Saiads 
who had been sent as prisoners to Pesliawar from 
Shergarh, An attack by this force was hourly expected, 
and the artillery positions were occupied and extra 
picquets thrown out. 'rrenches were dug round the 
commissariat lines, and every precaution taken against 
any sudden and unexpected attack ; while reconnoiti-ing 
parties were sent towards (jJandamak and in the direction 
of Kunar. 

The apparent in tmi nonce of the danger caused Sir 
Sam Browne to give orders early in February for the 
repair of the old British fort of Jalalabad, now to be 
called Fort Sale and situated alamt three-quarters of a 
mile to the westward of the British camp. This was 
accordingly done, and the place rendered tenable by 
troops, the position being high and dry, and uncojti- 
manded by any hill or elev^ated ground. 

Meanwhile the collection of Moliuiands was variously 

4 . 
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reported as having Ijroken up, and as gathering m 
force and, in conjunction with the J^ajauris and Utinan 
Kiiels, making preparations for a niglit attack on the 
com missariat stores. 

iVltliough tlie British camp hail nothing to fear froTU 
any such attack from the disaffected trii)es, yet the 
friendly tribes across the ri\er in tlic Kama district were 
not by any means safe ; and as tfiey had sliown good- 
will to Llie British {always excepting the recusant chief 
of (ioshta), it was necessary to assist them. 

On the (5th of February intelligence reached Sir Sam 
Browne that the Mohmands were descending on Goshta ; 
and on the same day also a message from (’aj)tain \^^. 
North, K.K., eonmianding the Sappers at (firdi Kach, 
announced that the Mohmands were entering Kama 
across the river and about a mile distant in front of his 
camp, in number 5,000 foot and 50 horse. 

It was then too late in the day to do more than order 
a force to mo\ e on the following morning from Jalalabad 
under the command of Brigadier-General Maepherson 
into Kama, as well as a column under General 'Pytler 
i vV/ Chardeh to Goshta, and the cjia airy brigade under 
General Gough to the fords at Ali Boghan.’ 

At 4.15 a.m. the column u ruler General Maepherson 
erosserl the Kabul Biver by the retamtiy eonstrncterl 
trestle bridge with the object (rf attacking tire liostile 
tribes reported as raiding in Kama. Bapidity of move- 
ment giving the only chance of success, the cavalry were 
ordeve<l to press on as (juickly as possible across the 

I r . 1 . - / I troop lOtli UiisS-^ars, 

a\a ly ^ ]\'},tive 100 sabres Utli Heiigal Lancers. 

Arlillery Moiinlain BalUoy, 

I f. t . / British— 2/>0 roen 4l:)i Battaliofi llitki 
n an rj ^ Native - -J500 men 4tli (inrkhas. 

;KK) men 201;h Punjab Infantry. 
ir)0 inou Ist Sikh iutkntry. 

*<VJt Sabres (inifles Oavalry, 

(inns Royal Artillery. i Ljuler fJleueral Tvtler. 

iUH Rifles Loot. j 

I Stpiadruu lOth linssars. 

1 Squadron lltb Bengal Lancers. Under (ieneral C-. Gougb. 

2 Guns iloyal Horse Artillery. 


I Alder 
General 
Maepherson, 



SEIZING THE TELIAN SiniH 51 

Kunar Ri^er and to seize the spur at Telian, while 
four eonipanies of the 2()th I’unjab Infantry were 
detached to <.)ccupy the kotal to the north-east. 'J'lie 
reniainder of the infantry were to make for laindabueh 
at a quickened pace, and all transport was to follow, 
escorted by the 1st Sikh Infantry. 

'riie country between the !\abul and Ivunar llix^ers is 
much intersected with watercuts and irrigated land. It 
was, tlierefore, impossible for the cax alry in the darkness 
to advance on a larger front than half sectif)ns, since on 
many of the bridges there was room only for a single 
hoi’seman. However, the left bank of the Kunar was 
reached at a.m. without arrcident. Mere the (•avalry 
halted for ten minutes until the light was good enough 
to enable it to advance, w'hich it did with great caution, 
througli the numerous rice-Heids,in which some few ol' the 
liorscs got bogged, and arrived at Shergarh by 7.15 a.m. 

The possession of tire T'elian spur would have eirclosed 
the enemy in Shergarh and adjacent villages, which they 
were supposed to be still occupying ; but the raiders 
had begun their reth’enrent during tire tright, and snrall 
parties only could be seen on tire rocky ridge above 
Telian, These opened fire on the 10th Hussars and 
nth Bengal laincers, but HO of the Hussars and 12 
of the laincers, disrrroinrting, occupied the knoll at the 
southern extremity of the spur, and from it retimred 
the enenry’s fire, while the Hazara Mountain Battery 
fired a. couple of rounds, shell and shraptrel, at 1,000 
and 1,800 yards’ range. Soort alter 8 a.m. the infantry 
(^arnc up, when the cavalry went on iir pursuit of the 
retiring tribesnren through the Mayar villages towards 
(iirdai, but without succeediirg in or'^ertaking any of 
them. As nothing w'as to be seen of the enemy, the 
nrountain battery was sent back escorted by^ the ca\ airy, 
reaching Jalalabad by 7 p.m, 

Jiie infantry bivouacked near Jalalud-din, returning 
to Jalalabad the following morning. In crossing tlie 
Kuiuu* several inen and mules Avere waslied away, but 
happily no lives Avere lost. 
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EFFORTS AT PACIFICATION 

The columns under CJenenils Tytler and C. .1. Gough 
marched as arranged from Uasawal and .lalalabad re- 
spectively to Chardeh and Ali Boghan. The Guides 
cavalry in the former force managed to ford the ri\ er 
north of (liardeh, and reconnoitred three miles beyond 
the river as fur as the foot of the hills, retuming Avith the 
nows that Akbar Khans \illage had been attacked 
tlte evening before and his son slain. The 17th Ftx)t 
(ind the g\ms, being unable to ford the river, remained 
on the south side to coaxt the retirement of the cavalry. 

Brigadier-General (Rough’s mounted force marched 
Irom .lalalabad to beyond Ali Boghan, but seeing that 
the troops beyond the river would not be engaged, 
returned to camp. 

It was afterwards ascertained that the Mohmands 
and Bajauris had not lieard of the JNIir Akhor’.s death, 
and had come down to carry out their share in the 
proposed combined operations, unaware that that event 
had caused the Khugianis and Shinwaris on the south 
and the Ghilzais on the west of .lalalabad to abandon 
their projected attack on the British camp. 

On the 22nd h'ebruary a column 1)00 strong wdth 
tw^o mountain guns, under Brigadier-General .lenkins, 
left camp for Charbagh, in the l.aghman Valley. The 
Alingar River w-^as crossed on the 2J3rd, 'I'igri w'as 
reached the next day, .and the return effected on the 
2.'ith without having met w'ith any opposition. 

The country now seemed to have settled doAvn. 
On the 5th February the sons of the late Mir Akhor had 
come in and tendered their submissioii, and promi.sed 
to bring in the Khugianis ; and the Zakha Khel Afridis 
also appeared inclined to keep their engagements. 

On the l(>th February the Sardar Wali Muhammad 
from Kurram (wdiere he hud submitted to General 
Roberts) arrived at the British camp, and was received 
by the (General Commanding Avith the usual ceremonial 
visits. He remained wdth Sir Sam BroAvne’s division 
until peace Avas concluded. 

At this time it w^as rumoured from Kabul that the 
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inhabitants were anxious for the advance ol' the Ilritish 
army to relieve theni Croiu the great oppression whicli 
Avas being exercised by Yakub and his officers. Hut 
there was every reason to believe that the regular 
.(VIghan soldiery was very bitter against the Hritish, and 
anxious to redeen\ the defeats it had experienced. 'I'he 
majority of Yakub’s army was said to be cantoned on 
the Siah Sang lieiglits, close to the city. Here tliere 
were 3,000 caivalry, 0 legiments of intantry, with 2.5 
guns, the remainder ()f the army being at Hutkhak. 
Tliere w'as silso a force at or near Ghazni, estimated at 
(.,000 cavalry, 0 regiments of infantry, and 30 guns. 
Vakub Khan was reported to I»e in good health and 
most active in organising his troops and in encouraging 
the military ai'dour of his people, and to be greatly 
aided in tins by the preaching of the milfas. The 
advance of the British to .lalalabad was made the 
subject of appeals to the passions and fanaticism of 
the Afghans, and it was considered certain that hostili- 
ties wouhl be resumed as soon as practicable. 

Such was the state of affairs when, tin the 2^11 
February, the Commander-in-Chief in India, Sir F. I*. 
Haines, with the head-quarters staff, ariived on a tour 
of ins|)ection at Jamrud from I'eshawar ; and aftei- 
liaving reviewed the 2nd Division and inspected tlie 
field hospitals and water-tanks, proceeded to^Ui Masjid, 
where he halted for the night. 'I'he heights between 
.lamrud and Shaligai were crowmed by the 5th Fusiliers 
from Ali Masjid, and the flanking parties were supplied 
by the 5lst laght Infantry. No shots were fired, and 
nien of the friendly tribes, pisted at intervals all along 
the roads, represented a very orderly and thoroughly 
effective system of police. Sir P’. F. Haines arrived at 
Jalalabad, and inspected Sir Sam Brownie’s division on 
the 28th Februaiy. He remained until the 3rd March, 
W'hen he returned to Feshawnir. 

The Coinmander-in-Chief and his staff carefully 
examined the neighbourhood for a suitable site for 
cantonments, and inspected tlie camp, store.s, bridges. 
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works, and picquct posts ; and orde^rs were given tor 
huts to he built at once on the low Hat hills which 
sbind about 2,000 yaids south of the city of Jalalabad. 
Fort Sale (nained in lueinoiy of tlie defence of Jalalabad 
in 1 84t ) had already been commenced, enclosing the 
sheds built for stores pre\ iously mentioned. 

\^Jlilst the Commander-in-Chief was at Jalalabad, 
letters arri\'ed from Yakub Khan announcing the death 
of tlie Amir Sljer Ali at Mazar-i-Sharif on the 21st 
February, 'fliis event (|uite altered the state of affairs, 
as it was evidently easier to grant terms to a new' 
sovereign than to Yakub Khan as merely the alter ego 
of the late .\mir, and the negotiations, w’hich had been 
some time in progress, would now, it w'as hoped, be 
rapidly concluded. 

'fhe death of Sher j;\li terminated a phase of Afghan 
history as momentous to British interests as that w'hich 
liad ended in 18()8 wdth the life of Dost Muhammad 
Khan. Far inferior to his father in many of tlie latter’s 
more striking and manly cjualities, Sher Ali had amply 
justified the judgment of the Dost in selecting him 
as his heir in preference to any other of his sons. The 
coimnencement of his reign had been marked by a scries 
of revolts against his authority, to which any but a ruler 
of very exceptional determination and force of character 
must have succumbed. E.xcept for a brief period, wdien 
the death of his favourite son completely prostrated the 
energies of his emotional temperament, Sher Ali never 
allow^ed the successes of his adversaries to dishearten 
him or to go unchallenged, and after a stern struggle he 
w'on his w'ay to power, unaided by'^ aught but his own 
high qualities as soldier and ruler. 

A day or tw'o before the news of Sher Ali’s death 
came a letter from Yakub Khan, dated the 20th 
February, to Major Cavagnari re-opening the question 
of negotiations w^hich had remained in abeyance since 
the failure of the latter’s overtures in December. A 
week later this was followed by another letter, dated 
the 20th February, announcing the deatli, on the 21st 
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Febmary, of his father. Slier Ali Khan, and in con- 
ciliatory terms desiring the adjustment of “ the acci- 
dental quarrel ” between the Afglian and British 
Governments, and the renewal of friendly relations. 

On the .^th March, Major Ca\'agnari replied to 
Yakub Khan’s letters, expressing in suitable terms liis 
sympathy and regi'ct for the deatli ol‘ Sher Ali. This 
letter was addressed to “Sardar Yakub Khan,” no inti- 
mation having as yet been recei\'ed that Yakub had 
succeeded his father. On the 7tli March a second letter 
was despatched, in reply to Yakub’s of the 20th Feb- 
ruary, explaining the terms upon which the British 
(Jovernment was prejiared to arrange a peace and 
revive its friendly alliance with Afghanistan. It was 
decided that tliis letter also sliould not. be addressed to 
Yakub as Amir, altliough it was couched in suitable 
and courteoiis terms. 'Fhe conditions demanded by the 
V”iceroy in this letter were the renunciation by the Amir 
of authority over the Miehni and Khyber Passes, and 
over the trilies wliich border on the same ; the estab- 
lishment of a British protectorate in the districts of 
Kurram, l*eslun. and Sibi ; the invariable adjustment 
of the foreign relations of the Kaliul (Government in 
accordance with the advice and wishes of the Britisli 
Government ; and the residence of British agents and 
their escorts in iVfghanistan. 

On the Kith March two more letters arrived from 
Yakub. One of these, addressed to the Viceroy, 
announced the death of the late Amir and his own 
accession to the throne in accordance with the will of 
Jiis father and the w'ishes of tlic petiple. 'I'he <ither, 
dated the 12th Marcli, w^as a reply to Ma-jor ( -ai agnari’s 
letter of the 7th. It was on the wdiole satisfactory ; 
the only condition which Y^akub declined to accept was 
that which provided for the renunciation of his authority 
over the Khyber and Miehni Passes and the independent 
tribes in the vicinity and for the retention of Kurram, 
Peshin, and Sibi under British protection and control. 
With regard to the reception of European British 
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officers, Yakub specially stipulated that they should 
reside at Kabul only, and should abstain from inter' 
lerefice in the affairs of Afghanistjin. 

It now appeared that, matters having progressed 
thus far, misunderstandings might best be removed by 
a personal conference between Alajor C'avagnari and 
Yakub. Accordingly measures were taken, when 
sending an answei* to Yakub’s letter of the l*2th Marcli, 
to convey a hint that, if a favourable opportunity should 
arise, an invitation to Major Cavagnari to visit Kabul 
might be productive of good results. To tliis communi- 
cation, Avhich wsis dated the 23rd March, Yakub Khan 
replied promptly on the 29th of that month. He laid 
stress on his ready ac(teptanee of two of the conditions 
proposed to him. and on his determination to regulate 
his fiiture conduct in strict conformity with liis profession 
of loyalty to the British (iovenirnent. He eai'nestly 
deprecated the remaining condition relating to a c’cssion 
of territory, entreating that it might be waived. Finally, 
he expressed his readiness to receiA e Major Cax agnari 
at Kabul and discuss the matters at issue. 

Meantime the Commander-in-Chief reached Pesha- 
war on the 7th March, and held a council, at which the 
(Jeneral Officers commanding the 1st and 2nd Divisions 
M^ere present, and from that .station gave orders for a. 
redistribution of the 1st and 2nd Divisions in view of 
the probability of a fmther advance being ordered, ft 
w-^as decided that the Tst Division .should be concentrated 
at .Jalalabad, while the 2nd Division was to be so dis- 
posed as to occupy the line from Jamnid to Barikao, 
inclusive of both those posts. On the vacation of 
Jalalabad by the 1st Division, the 2nd Division was 
to furnish a garrison for that post, being augmented by 
tlie f39th Bengal Infantry, a cavalry regiment, and a 
wing and headquarters of the 9th liancers frmn 'faru. 
Tiie 1st Division was to be augmented by the .51.st 
Ivight Infantiy and the heavy gun battery, and held in 
readiness to move forward on Kabul at short notice.^ 

^ Appendix IV. 
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TROUBLE AT JMAIDANAK 

On the 17th March a serious attack was made on a 
survey party by the inliabilants of some Shinwari villages. 

Captain E." P. la'ach, H.K., Assistant Supcrintetuient 
of Surveys, having just completed a survey of the 
eountry southward tow^ards Ma/ina and Mahrez, started 
again iVoin Barikao to Zarbachu on the 15th March for 
a further survey by Chiigazai. He w'as escorted by 
aO sabres Guides Cavalry under Ideutenant W. R. 1’. 
Hamilton and 100 rillcs under lieutenant F. M. 
Barclay, of the 45th Sikh Infantry. 

On the 1 7th the surveying party, with Lieutenants 
Hamilton and Barclay and 40 sabres and 40 riHes, left 
their eneauipment at Zarbacha, and, accompanied by 
Var Muhammad, the Khan of Mahrez, proceeded to 
Chilgazai, from which village the vialf/,% Uinra Khan, 
met the party and consented to show tliem the way to 
a hill about four miles farther south, from which a 
survey of a considerable extent of the Safed Koh spurs 
could be made. AVithiu lialf a mile of the summit the 
cavalry w^ere halted and left in charge of .femadar 
Muhammad Sharif of the (iuides, with instructions, in 
case of attack, to hold the position, but to send tlie 
liorscs down a ravine under (‘over. 

On the survey party showing themselves on the 
crest of the hill, several sliots w'ere tired and drums 
beaten in the group of villages, knowm as Maidanak, 
along the valley below, about a »nile east of the position, 
and numbers of armed Shinw'aris w'cre observed rushing 
out of tlieir houses and making for the low hills below^ 
this position. IJmra Khan w^as sent down to reassure 
these people, but without inucli effect. A steady fire 
was opened on the survey party, which now began to 
retire towards the cavahy. 'I’liereupon a body of about 
filty men, armed wdth kniv^es, made a rush at them. 
Lieutenant Barclay, wound c*d by a musket-shot through 
the shoulder, w’as carried by four of his men in front 
of the retiring party, a jemadar with about ten or 
fifteen men following, and Captain I,eaeh, h.k., with 
the remainder brought up the rear. The enemy had 
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nearly .succeeded, liowevcr, in surrounding the small 
party, when Captain Leach ordered the esc-ort to fix 
bayonets and charge, and with his little band ol* Sikhs 
drove back the tribesiuen and recovered the point last 
occupied by the stirvey party. The villagers now 
showered stones on them from 15 to 20 yards’ distance, 
but only three attempted to rush in oji the party, 
and these were all despatched. Meanwhile the troops 
behind opened lire, and in about five minutes they had 
the satisi'action of .seeing the enemy beat a retreat, 
wdien the survey party joined the cavalry without 
inrther molestation. During this struggle, wdien the 
enemy came to close (juarters, a havildar of the 4,5tli 
Sikhs w'as shot through the head, and at the same time 
Captain iiCach received a slight knife-cut on the left 
arm. I'here W’cre no more casualties, and the enemy 
made no Inrther attack against tlie rear guard of 
cavalry. It was 2.00 pin. when the survey party began 
to fall back, and 4.00 p.in. when it reached the plain. 

About 300 men attacked the survey party, but not 
more than half that number were able to bring their 
weapons into play. 'I'lie enemy lost 0 men killed. 

Sir Sam Browne expressed bis high opinion of the 
gallant and spirited conduct of Captain Leach, w'hich 
he brought to the notice of the Comniander-in-Chief, 
and recorded his lielief that the personal gallantry 
and determination of Captain J>each, ji.e., on wdioin 
devolved the duty of covering the retirement, saved 
the small party of infantry irom annihilation. Captain 
liCHch subsecpiently received the Victoria Cross for bis 
gallant conduct during this affair. 

Brigadier-deneral 'I’ytler was sent with a column ' 


‘ 'ryth*r'.s column, 21st March, 1870 : — 

Artillery 4 Momitalii gun.s, . . 50 

Cavalry 1 I I 2 «ibve.. 


Infantry 


4 Momitalii gim.s. 


Util Hen^al I.^ncers . 

«n 

(.’avalry 

Ml 

l-17th Foot 

isrrv 

4th (lurkhas 

l()2l 

27ih Pimjah Infantry , 

1721 

.45th ISriikhs . 

49l 

Miners 

, 


} 1 olal 788. 


106 
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THE SURVEY COMPLETED 


to punislt this iinprovokefl uttnck ; but since a general 
conflict with the Shinwnri tiibe at this juiu-tvire would 
have been most undesirable. Major E. R. Conolly, 
who accompanied the (jolumn as I'olitical OtHccr, was 
instructed to obtain reparation if possible without open 
iiostilities. The f{)rce left Barikao after midnight on 
March 21st, and reached Maidanak at daybreak. Here 
it was reinforced by a detachment from Basawal, con- 
sisting of : 


Sabn's 11 th Beiiga! I^jiucers. i Under 

100 lliHos 1 -17th Foot. j Lieut. -Colonel Ball-Acton, 

yOO Rifles olst Light. Infanti’y. j 51.st IL^girncnt. 

'file valley was penetrated as tar as Oirdai by the 
column, and several village towers were blown up there 
and at Maidanak. Fines w^ere levied on the same 
villages, and the survey of the district having been com- 
pleted the force witlulrew without having encountered 
any opposition. 

Three days previously a foraging party under a 
jemadar had been fired upon near I)eh-Sarakh. 'fhe 
camels were sent to the rear, and the party retired in 
good order on J’esh Bolak, followed by BOO or 400 
/Vtfidis to within two or three miles of Pesh BoLik. 
On the return, therefore, of Brigadier-tlencral 'I'ytler 
from Maidanak he wais directed by Sir Sam Browne to 
punisli this fresh outrage, and at 1 a.ra. on the morning 
of tlie 24th March he led a force of 500 bayonets, 150 
sabres, and 2 gnus against Deh-Sarakh, the locality 
in wliieli the olfending villages w^ere situated. Major 
tk)nolly, lfoliti(.*ul Ollieer, again accompanied the column 
iW)m Basawal, and aller the complete surrender of Mai- 
danak no oppo.sition was expected. 

By 5 a.m. the force (composed as under ') had 
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reached the high ground at Pesh Bolak, when General 
Tytler and the cavalry pirshed rapidly to the front, tlie 
guns and infantry following as quickly as possible. T'lie 
advance party reached Mausam, wliich had been chiefly 
implicated in the raid, a large village situated on high 
ground sloping down to the Pesh Bolak plain, fortified 
in the usual manner, and protected on the east by a 
deep nalu, and by a lesser one (about 200 yards) to the 
west, on the other side of whicli was a level plateau. 
About a mile north of Mausam. at the bottom of the 
slope, were three small villages close to each other, 
near which the cavalry halted while the Brigadier 
examined the position. Whilst making this reconnais- 
sance, General Ty tler detached I jieu tenant H. R. Heath 
with a party of the 11th Bengal Jjancers up the deep 
nala on the east of Mausam, to cut off the retreat of 
the people in the rear. At once the iom-toms began to 
heat, and the tribesmen crowded out on the walls and 
in front of the village, while others collected in the nala 
and on the level plateau beyond. At the same time 
fire was opened on the troops from the village in front, 
from the nala, and from the farthest of the three villages 
in rear. 

A portion of the cavalry was at once dismounted, 
and replied to the enemy’s fire until the arrival of the 
infantry and guns. Two companies were then extended 
against Mausam, and two told off as supports. The 
guns were unlimbered, and commenced to shell the place 
at 750 yards’ range. At the same time the cavalry, 
under Ca})tain D. Hamilton Thompson, 13th Bengal 
Lancers, was directed to cross the western miki lower 
down, where it could not be seen, and to charge the 
enemy if a favourable opportunity occurred. 

A desultory matchlock fire was maintained by the 
enemy until tlie battery opened fire, when they at 
once began to evacuate the fort ; and although they 
stubbornly disputed the possession of eveiy tower and 
wall as long as possible, yet they gradually retired before 
the infantry advance. So occupied were the enemy on 
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the plateau across tlie western nnhi with tlie attack 
on the village, that they only observed the approach of 
the cavalry when it was too late to retreat. Opening 
tire as Captain Thompson gave the order to charge, 
about 5100 Afghans in line four or Hve deep received 
the cavalry with an irregular volley, which killed two 
men and wounded six or seven more. The enemy then 
Hed, pursued as far as the foot of a small range of hills 
l)y the laincers, who cut down <)r speared at least titty 
of them. The arms of the dead iVfghans were collected, 
and the cavalry rejoined the main body. 

'rhe enemy I’etired to a distance of about 1,800 
yards, wliere tliey seemed to consider themselves safe, 
until some shells from the battery caused them to beat 
a rapid retreat over the brow of a hill beyond the nahi. 
'I'he village of Mausam was occupied and the towers 
were blown up, after winch the troops withdrew to tiieir 
lirst position. Here another halt was made to blow up 
the towers of Darwa/ai, the village from Avhicli shots 
had been firetl on the rear of the column. 

As soon as the troops abandoned Mausam, the 
cnany crowded into it and occupied all the surrounding 
heights, forming a sort of scmi-c*ircle round the position 
ol the British. VV'hen the Darwazai towers had been 
blown up and the village set on fire, the column com- 
menced a very leisurely retreat by alternate lines of 
skirmishers, with skirmishers on both flanks, halting 
now and then for the guns to come into action against 
large masses of the ejiemy, who now began crowdijig 
on the rear and flanks, sometimes coming within 80 or 
100 yards of the skirmishers, and making as tliough 
they would come to close quarters. This running fight 
was continued for four miles up to the walls of Pesh 
Bolak, where the column halted. '^Fhe tribesmen here 
hung about in large masses a mile and a half oft’ for 
upwards of an hour, but they made no further hostile 
demonstrations. 

The casualties of the enemy were large, for they 
buried upwards of 100 men the following day ; the loss 
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of the troops wns very small, only 2 soAvurs killed and 
1 2 wounded. Brigadier-General Tytler specially brought 
to notice the conduct of Captain D. Hamilton TI\oraj)son, 
13th Bengal Ijancers, and of the officers and men under 
his command. He attributed the success of the daj'^’s 
operations largely to the promptitude and gallantry 
displayed by Captain 'rhompson, and to the manner in 
which he handled the cavahy during the retirement. 
'J'he names of Kot-Dafadar San Singh, llth Bengal 
Lancers, and of Lance- Dafadar Ayub Khan, pltli 
Bengal laincers, AA’cre brought prominently to the 
notice of the General for special rcAA^urd. 

'riiese operations were tbllowed a few da\^s later by 
another and more considerable expedition. On the 
3 1st March Sir Sam Brownie ascertained that Asrna- 
tulla, the principal chief of the Cihilzais, liad descended 
into Kats laighman (the alluvial jilain along the right 
bank of the Kabul Hiver to the north-Avest of the Siah 
Koh range). VMth him AA^as a gathering of 1,.50() fol- 
lovA'crs to stir up the people against the troops, to attack 
the fricudly'^ Ghilzais, and to incite the Khugianis to 
rise, 'riie latter tribe, it appeared, Avas assembling a 
fcAA' miles soulh-AAest of Fatehabad on the Kabul road. 

1 1 Avas decided to despatch tvAo columns ; one, under 
Brigadier-Cicneral Maepherson, into Kats I^aghman ; 
another, under Brigadier-General C. S. Gough, against 
the Khugianis near Fatehabad. ‘ 

General Maepherson’s column A\'as to march at 
p.m. on the 31st March across tlic Siah Koh by the 
.lawara-Miana Pass, and to cut off the enemy’s retieat 
by the right bank of the Kabul Jliver, in Avhieh operation 
he Avas to have the assistance of 600 k'liumdars (Afghan 
levies). 

'fhe success of the expedition depended on secret 
and rapid movements, and the eat aliy of this column, 

’ [irij^adier-ljlenoral Ma(*j>liersoii*s ('olninii : 
lla^aira Mountain liatUfry. ■ Punjab Inluntry. 

4tb UattaVion Hlfle Uvigade. i 1 Squadron 10th Hussiavs- 
300 4tli Gurkhas. ; 1 Squadron lUb Lancers^ 
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under the comTna.nd of M ajor E. A. Wood, 10th Hussars, 
and accompanied by Mr. Jenkins (the Assistant Political 
Officer) and W ali Mulianunad, was despatclicd at 9.80 
p.rn. across the river by the ford below the site of the 
trestle bridge at Jalalabad, winch had been removed 
on the 29th March, 'Die squadron of the 11th Bengal 
Lancers led the way across; and as tlie moon was a 
week old it was fairly light, and they passed over in 
safety. Some mules followed, and it was noticed that 
they Avere bending down the stream ; but it w'as known 
that there was such a bend in the ford, while the light 
was insufficient to show that the mules w’erc off their 
legs and swimming. The whole squadron of the lOtli 
Hussars, following the lead of the mules, w'as suddenly 
swept over into water <> or 7 feet deep, and running like 
;i mill race. J'he squadron was mo\ ing in half sections, 
and must have been nearly 1.50 yards long when it was 
swept away. Captain R., C. 1). E. Spottiswoode, i Jcu* 
tenant the llo?i. .1. P. ( 1 reemvood, and Lieutenant C. S. 
Napier were riding in IVont, and Sub- f lieutenant CTrenfell 
in rear. 'I'hey esojiped with the greatest diflicuilty. 

'I'he first notice of this di.saster was brought to tlie 
(‘Minp at dalalabad by 28 riderless horses galloping into 
the cavalry lines, I'ollovved by a few men, who brought 
information of what had occurred. Aiuither troop of 
Bengal Cai'alry was ordered to leave the earnp at 4 .i-m. 
on tlie 1st April, and to follow Major Wood, who puslied 
on with the remuiiider of his force to the hills above 
(Jiurbagh, which he reached at 0 a.m. Eviaytliing was 
done wliich eoultl be thought of to rejuler assistance to 
the missing men. 5fiiie elephants of the heavy battery, 
as well as a strong detachment from tlie field hospital, 
under the direction of the Assistant Quartermastcr- 
(feneral, proceeded to the river and commenced a 
diligent search by the light of a large fire. In the 
morning the bodies of 19 men and 10 horses were 
found, and one officer and two or three men were taken 
iilive off a sandbank in the river. 

The loss of the 10th Hussars \vas 1 officer (Lieu- 
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tenant F. H. HartVml), 3 sergeants, 1 liirrier, 42 rank 
juid file, and 13 liorscs. Most of the bodies found were 
wounded about the head, apparently by kicks receixed 
in tlie struggle in the xvuter. 1'his ford had been selected 
by the Political Officer, but it was not staked across, 
nor w^ere any of the others in the Kabul River, otx 
ac(!ount of the objections of the Ivaina villagers. 

Meantime the infantry column under General Mac- 
pherson. leaving camp at p.m., followed the Kabul 
road for 9 miles, and then, turning sharp to the north, 
made its way through irrigated land, travei’sed by 
watercourses, till the river Surkhab was reached. 

The mules of the Hazara JMountain Battery w^re 
much delayed in the darknt'ss by the flooded fields and 
water-cuts near the stream, until at last a ford was founil 
miles from tlu^ village of Tatang-i-Nawab ,Jabbar 
Khan, which w'as crossed without difficulty, and the 
village at the foot of tlie Siah Koh Pass reached soon 
after daylight on the 1st .^Vpril. Here a halt was made 
for the t'olumn to close up. 

'Fhc march over the Siah Koh w'as beset wdth 
difficulties. 1 n many places the road had to be made 
jiassablo for the mules and guns over ascents and 
des(,‘ents. iicross large boulders and layers of rock, so 
that it xvas 10 a.ni. wheti the crest of the .fowara Miana 
Pass (elevation ;>,300 ft. ) was gained. 

From this point Major Wood’s cavalry could be 
observed north of the Kabul River, and the column 
pushed on, the advanced psirty of the Rifles reaching 
the level cultivated ground at 1.15 p.m., and finding 
there that Asmatulla liad fled and his followers dis- 
persed. Rahram Khan’s fort near the river was now 
occupied by the column. Altliough the mules only 
carried half loads, the difficulties of the route xvere such 
that the rear guard did not arrive till 2 o’clock p.m. on 
the following day, 2nd April. 

The distance marched by the column was not ex- 
traordinary, being only 25 miles ; but the nature of the 
route tried the endui’ance of the ti’oops to the utmost. 
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The rear guard hacf to assist in passing the mules o\'er 
ditlicnlt places, and in carrying and reloading the ammu- 
nition and proN’isions. 

jV reinlV)rcenient of one hundred of the 51st Light 
Irdantry, two hundred of the (in ides Infantry, and one 
hundred of the 1st Sikh Infantry, under Major 11. li. 
Campbell, Corps of (Tuides, had meanwhile left Jalala- 
bad with a convoy of stores to join Major W'ood s force, 
lint the Political Officer having i-eceived information of 
the escape of ..Vsmatulla, this reinforcemerd; was recalled. 

As previously arranged, Briga.dier-( ienend ( Rough's 
column ‘ left Jalalabad at 1 a.m. on the 2nd ,Vpi‘i!, and 
arrived near Fatehabad wliilst it was yet dark. .About 
1 p.m. it was reported by the cavalry patrols of the 
tiuides under Rcssaldar Mahmud Khan, which had 
been thrown out towards (hmdamak, tliat large bodies 
of men were advancing wilh Hags from tlie direrJion of 
Khoja Khel south- west, of the camp. 

The whole force got under arms, and intelligence 
being received of the continued advance of the enemy. 
Major V\^ Battye with the (luides Cavalry was directed 
to advance along tlie Ciandamak road. 

'rhree hundred infantry" and two troops of eaA'alry 
having been left to protect tbe camp under Cohfuel C. 
McPherson, tbe Brigadier-Ceneral witlt three troops of 
Hussars and four guns of I-C, Koval Horse ArtilUry, 
follmved Major Battye 's ttuides, tbe remainder of tlie 
infantry, about 760 men, advancing as quickly as 
possible afterwards. 

T’he enemy were found to be posted on tlie crest of 
a plateau, botli flanks resting on steep sides wliieb o^ er- 
looked the cultivated valleys below. Tlie crest of the 
ridge was strengthened by breastworks, and eomplotely 

’ lirigailieT-Goneral Gough's rolwmu ; 
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eotiiivtHnde<J llie whole front, which sloped gently down 
towai'ds the troops, except at the top, where the slope 
was steep. 

'I’lu' iVonl ()(’ the enemy’s tbn'.e was about a mile in 
extent, and its nmnbci’s probably not less tlian 5,000. 
The I’ight of their front nearest to the camp was tlve 
key of theii’ position. 

’J'he cavalry and artillery {wh anced to witliin 1,200 
yards, and the latter opened fire. 'Fhe enemy met this 
fire hy throwing out hues of skirmishers from their 
right. 'I’lie mounted troops and gims were therefore 
ordered to retire across tlie plateau in the hoj)e of 
tlravviug the enemy out of their very strong position, 
whilst the infantry came up on the left with the view 
of (sirrying the enemy’s right. 

^Vs was expected, tiiis retirement was iimnediately 
folloAved hy the enemy, who came streaming ont from 
behind their breastwork. An tlie itifantry came up, 
thoy were brought iiiLo uetiou on the left, and ordered 
to mak<; a cojitinuou.s advance, the I-17th Foot and 
27th I'nnjah Infantry in the fiovit line, with the 4.‘>th 
Sikhs in i'cserve. 

’They were met by a determined resistance, the flags 
t)f llu; .;\igiains keeping well to the froTit in spite of the 
heavy fire of »)ur infantry. 

{ lore liieutenant N. C’. WMsemaii, 17th F oot, followed 
hy two or three of his men, charged on<; standard hearer 
and ran liim. through, hut the gallaut ofHeer was 
iustautly surroimded and cut to pieces. Idle enemy 
now showed signs of giving way, upon wliich an f>rder 
was st nt to t he cavalry on tlie right to attack on the 
first favouraliie o])portunity. Hut before this order was 
received both regiments tdiarged successfiilly. 'iFlie three 
troops of the Guides, under Major VVigrarn Ihittye, 
eharged straight to the front, and the 10th Hussai-s to 
the right front, which the ^Afghans were trying to turn. 

These rleeisive charges completely defeated the 
enemy, but with the loss of the gallant Major WigTam 
Battye, wdio fell dead at the hear! of the Guides from a 
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shot in the chest, liaving previously rect^ived a wound 
throii^'h the thi^h, Avliicli, howcv'cr, had not dclcrjcd 
liirn from still leading his men. Liecitenant Hamilton, 
(Juidcs Cavalry, was awanied the Yietoria Cross for his 
gallantry in this action. 

The entren(;hed position was carried, and fixmi this 
height the enemy could be seen Hying in e\'ery direction 
and dispersing into the nnmerous forts and villages 
dotting the richly cultivated valleys, 

'Fhe cavah\y were forthwith sent in })ursiiit, while 
the horse artilleiy gnus tired upon any e.losed bodies of 
the enemy that were seen, 'riic three troops of the 
iOth Hussars under Lord Ralph Kerr, and the (hiidcs 
under I.ieutcnant Hamiiion, pursued the enemy close 
uj) to tile walls of Khoja Khel. cutting up numbers of 
them. 

'Die troops were then ordered to 7'etire to eanip, as 
the enemy were eompietely dispersed, 'i'he action com- 
menced about ’2 p.m., and by 4.?U» [).m. the enemy’s 
position AViis ca{)tured. I'hc estimated loss of the 
Afglians was between tiOO and 400 men, while the 
casualties among the troops amounted to two liritlsh 
olficers, one native oilicer (llcssaldar Mahmud Klmn,' 
(iuides), together with a loss of 20 lioi'ses and il men 
killed, and 4 native olKeers and ti(> irjcn wounded. 
On the 4th iVpril Rrigadier-(ieneral (iough marched 
against tlie Khugiani strongholds near ( landamak. several 
of which he destroyed. 'Phis further action resulted in 
the complete submission ol' their chief, Haidar Khan. 
The Commander-in-Chief brought prominently forward 
to the notice of (rovernmenl the gallant conduct of 
the troops at Eatehabad, and their skilful handling 
by Brigadier-General Gough. In the death of Major 
Wigram Battye the array had sustained a sev ere loss, 
and the (Government of India had been deprived of the 
services of a m<ist distinguished and gallant soldier ; 
while the loss of so brave a soldier as I^ieutenant Wise- 

‘ T\m jTitttUigeMt uative was killed in personal with one of 

the enemy , whom he .slew. 
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man, l-17th Foot, was also to be deplored. The tribes- 
men engaged in tliis action were all Kliugianis, but 
tlic (riiil/.ais were hovering about in the neighbonrliood, 
and had not Ocnerai (ioiigh taken tlie itutiaiive tliey 
would certainly have joined the Kimgianis, in which 
ease the British woidd have had to encounter a much 
larger force. 

'Phe object of* botli tliese expeditions liad been thus 
satislaetorily aeeomjdished. Asinatnlla fled to Kushi- 
nand, his followers dispersed, and the Khugianis had 
receix’cd a most severe lesson. Nearly all the headmen 
of that tribe came in subsequently and made their 
submission. 

lilacpherson’s coluivm return(;d to .Jalalabad by the 
Darunta Pass and by a ford over the Surkhab 1,|. miles 
higher up than tlie one previously used. The Ha/ara 
Mountain Battery, \\ ith an escort of 200 native infantry, 
was detached to reinforce Gough’s columt» at Fatehabad; 
and on the Ith Aju'il llrigadier-tfoneral 'I'ytler also 
arrived at that place with the remainder of the 2nd 
Briga«le. 'I'lie combined troops then marched t) miles 
southwards from camp to Khugian and destroyed three 
towers l)elonging to people who had jfjined in the 
attack of tlie 2nd Aj)ril. 

While these events were in progress, preparations 
for the proj>oscd advance of the 1st Division from 
.Jalalabad were being pushed on. The ncAV road from 
liasawal via Ambar Kliaua and laichipur, which had the 
advantage of running along the bank of the river, and 
thus being well sup|)lied with water throughout, was 
now completed. Hrigadier-General Appleyard with the 
Ireavy b«ttery, the ,51st Light Infantry, and some 
Madras Sappers and Miners arrived at .Jalalabad on the 
24th March, 'rhe head-quarters 2nd Brigade under 
Brigadier-GeT\eral Tytler, consisting of the 17th Foot 
and part of the 11th Bengal laineers, arrived on 
the 27th. 'Phe great ditticulty now' Avas to procure 
transport; carriage was urgently required, and it was 
proposed to utilise that of the 2nd Division. 
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BREAKDOWN OF THE TRANSPOR'r GO 

Sir Sam Browne’s estimate of his requirements is 
givxm in his telegram of the 21st Mareh, 1870, to the 
Quaj’termaster-Oenei’al at Camp Shink : 

“ Deaths, desertiojjs, and siokness haA e reduced my 
original numhers, and originally 1 never liad enough for 
supplies as well as for troops. The 1st Division retjuires, 
for baggage, ammunition, and three days’ rations, 
camels 4,1,'58,, mules 2.4.‘12 ; for twenty-seven days’ 
supplies, camels 4,742: total camels 8,000, mules 2,482. 
VCe possess between this and PcshaAvar, camels 4,015, 
mules 1,080.” 

On the 2ud April the Quartermastcr-( Jcneral 
reported that .5.007 camels and 2,l<)8 mules were 
(lelicient, and, notAvithstanding a considerable reduction 
of carriage, tlie complete breakdown ol‘ the transpoj't 
was reported by C’olonel C. M. MacCregor, Avho uoav 
joined the division as ('“hief of the Staff, to be most 
serious. 

Arrangements Avere, hf>wcAi?r. progressing for the 
move forward ; and on the 7th .April the post and tele- 
graph oflices Avere transferred to Fatehabad. Meantime 
a committee liad been a])pointcd to determine on the 
best sites for the various posts to protect the line of 
communications from Jannnid to Jalalabad. 

On the 8th April the Ciovornment of India notified 
to the C’ommander-in-Chief that it would he e.xpedient 
on political grounds that (iandamak should be ueeupied, 
and on the 0th Sir Sam Browne was re(iuested b)-^ the 
Commandcr-in-Chief to detail such force as appeared 
to him e.xpedient for the occupation of that |)laee, 
bearing in mind the desirability of including in it two 
battalion.s of British infantry, .so as to secure for them 
a more salubrious climate than that of .lalalaba<l. 

Up to this time the troops had been iii excellent. 
health, all the sick and weakly having been sent back 
to India, 'fhe percentage of Britisli anti natives in 
hospital was respectively iVG and 4’27 ; all of these 
were suffering from .slight ailments, nor had any eliolera, 
feA’^er, dysentery, or other serious illness appeared ; 
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therefore the climate of the valley of the Kabul River 
may be regarded as liealthy up to the middle of April. 
Rut as the year advanced a move to hij^licr and more 
open encampments was considered desirable. 

From a military point of view, also, the advance to 
(Tajidamak was aclvantageous. 'I’he position afforded 
facilities for the collection of supplies ; it was also 
sufficiently advanced to admit of easy communication 
shouhl eveiits necessitate a further niov'e of the army 
towards Kabul. In ctvmmunicating witit Sir Sam 
Rrowjie on the subject, the Connnan<!er-in-Chief in- 
sisted on the; necessity of carefidly selectivig a position 
capable of defence by a com})aratively small force, but 
which might be re(|ui red to cover considerable quantities 
of stores and munitions, togetlvcr with a field hospital. 
It appcartal to Sir Frederick Haines tliat, if possible, 
one or more existing ge/'A/.v (or walled enclosures), .sucli 
as are found in every Atghan village, should, if ]>ossible, 
be scjcured ami covered by held works, so as to form 
a strong defensilvle post, within vvhicli, of course, the 
existence of an ample water-supply wouhl be an 
indispensable ivecessity. .Vftcr oeeupatioji, ev'ery en- 
deavour was to be nuKle. and every available animal 
employed, to store provisimis, and to bring up to this 
advaneed base all provisions, grain, etc., required for a 
future advance, together w'ith reserves of ammunition, 
artillery, and small-arms, such as vvould enable tJie Ist 
Division in the least possible time to respond to any 
urgent call I'or immediate inovtanents. 

At length on the 12th April the long-looked-for 
forward movement commeneed, and Lieutejiant-General 
Sir Sam Rrovvm‘’s divisional head-cpiarters with a small 
ecdviimi of the 1st Brigade left ,)alaJahad at 5 a.m., and 
marclual to Hawaii, a distance of 12 miles. Next day 
the column jvroeeeded about 12 miles to Nrmla, joined 
c?i route by part of the force at Fatchahad, and on the 
I'tth it arrived at Saft'd Sang, wliich was found to be 
more suitable tor oeeupation than Gaudajuak. 

On the 17th April the troops at Fatehabad were 




ol’tlered to join divisional liead-quarters at Safcd Sang; 
and the garrison ot' Fort Sale near Jalalahad was cletuilet) 
as follows : 


('avaJvy 
Artillery 
Uritish iiifnnlrv 

Native Infiiiitrv 

Sappers and Mint 


S troops, llth Ht'Mgal I/inecrs. 

Koval Artillery (1 ilivi.sion). 
100 olst Liglii IntVinli y. 

1 1st Sikhs, 

V Guides liiiautry. 

1 foiiipany. 


'I'lie remaining portions of the Krd llrigade, namely, 
two divisions of F-3, Koyal ArlilltTV, and hcad-tjuarters 
5lst l/ight Infantry, marched for Sated Sang on the 

I'ht' Fatehabad detaclimcnt reached Safed Sang on 
Uic 20th an<l the eamp tliere was on the same day slulled 
to higher and hetter ground on t!»e southern slopes of 
the Nimia plateau. 

Meanwhile the field telegraph, which had re:u‘hed 
Fatehabad on the lUth ^\pril, was pushed on thence 
w'ith the heaiJ-qnarters’ force, comuinnication being kept 
up uninterruptedly during the mareh hy the aiil of the 
mule ground line. 

d'he position of Safed Sang commands the whole of 
the country on three sides, the remaining side being the 
one towards F.atehaba<l, tlie holding of which was not 
likely to occasion ditlieulty. 'fhe heights of the camps 
at Fatehabad, Niixila, and Safed Sang were respectively 
2,;}00, 3,700, and 4,500 feet, thus giving a rise of over 
2,000 feet, which was desirable from a eliiualic point 
of view', as the weather grew^ warmer. 

Safed Sang is distant from .lalaiabad about 30 miles. 
The road for tlie first 12 miles is fatiguing, being either 
stony or knee-deep in sand as far as h’ort Ro'/abad, 
which place is situated on the bank of an afllnent o( the 
Snrkhab, and furnisbes excellent accommodation for 
at least 250 infantry and 50 cavalry. A signalling 
station was established here on the highest tower of 
the fort. 

From Rozabad (Bawali) to the next post the di.stanee 
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is about 0 iTiiles. tlie route ruruiing past the village 
of Fatehabad al about 4 luiles. 'I'his post was named 
h'ovt Hattye, being ^vitliin sight of the battlefield of 
the 2rKl of April,' where Major VVigrani Battye was 
killed. It was entrenebed and put in a thorough state 
of defence, and garrisoned by I .'jO I’unjab Intantrj’' and 
a troop of mil Bengal Lancers. 'Fhe distance from 
Fort Battye to Safed Sang or Gandamak, where the 
head-(juarters 1st Division were eoneentrated, is 9 miles ; 
the road was not good, but was cjuickly im])roved by 
tlic xSajipers. 

(Tandamak is about 5{ miles beyond Safed Sang, 
'riie camp at the latter place Avas strongly situated on 
the summit of a barren, stony ridge, where the heat in 
summer is \cry great during the daytime, although 
the temperature at night, by reason of the excessive 
radiation, is comparatiAcly low. 'Fhe great drawback 
to the |)lace was the <lnst, which necessitated two changes 
of site ; otherwise the situation was secure and the 
water-su])f)ly excellent. 

On the 1.5th April Colonel MacGregor (Chief of 
tlie StaiT) again brought to notice the deficiency of 
transport, together with other questions regarding the 
g<’nerai Avorking of tlie Commissaiiat Department. In 
consequence of tliis (ieneral Maude w'as directed to 
transfer to the 1st DiA’ision all serviceable camels in 
excess of 1,500, and all available mule carriage, in view 
of a possible advance on Kabul from Gandamak. 

On tlie Oth April a slight skirmish took place in 
the Haft Chah X'alh'y resulting in a loss to the enemy 
of 15 men, but with this exception there were no 
hostilities during the middle of the month. 

In conseipjence of incessant rumours * that the 
Mohmands Avere gatliering Avitli liostile intent, and 
were about to (‘ross tlie Kahid ICn er in order to attack 
Dakka or some other point in the line of eommunica- 
tions, a column of the folloAving strength imder com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel t). Barnes, 10th Bengal 

' ’riie.sti rmnoiirs ivertf discounted by the Political Officer. 



NEUTRALS AT KAM DAKKA 7:i 

Lancers, coinmatiding at Dakka, marched frojn that 
place on the 21st iVpril to ascertaii\ tlie nuinhtT and 
characder of the threatening force : 

2 Guiifi C-ii, Rov-'ii Artdlcvy. 

] S(|uadron lOtti 

•i Coinpunies, Athuirwjaa Itiltalion, 

'I'his reconnaissance pro(‘ceded as far as Kain Dakka, 
a village oti the same side of tin; Kabnl liiAcr, 7 iniics 
below Dakka; the force found here that the south 
side of tlie river Avas clear of the h<jstile tril)csinen, and 
accordingly returned to Dakka vvitlunit experiencing 
atiy opposition except exc^hanging a fcAV shots across 
the river, wliere. according to nnafiimons report, tijt; 
Mohinands were in great strength, 'I’he guns, b(!ing 
unable to move along the goat patli whicli clings to 
the spur o\erhanging tlie Kabul River, remained with 
an es(!ort at l ,oi Dakka. 

On this result being telegraphed to divisional heaxl- 
(juarters, the i’olitical Assistant, Major (^onolly, who 
was in camp at the time, urgently recommended the 
despatch of two companies of the Mliairwara liattalion 
tu Kam Dakka to protect its inhabitants. 

Instructions were wired to this elVect. and accord- 
ingly Ca])tain O’lMftore Creagli, with LJS oflicers and 
Mien of the battalion, marelied at 5 p.m. oti the 2Jst 
irom Dakka and reached Kam Dakka U jxm., after 
experiencing considerable ditliculty iii getting the mules 
over the hills iji the dark. 

On arriving Uaptain Creagh was surprise<l to find 
that the villagers were very far from desiring his 
presence or protection, Avhich would, they said, ha,ve 
no efteet but to bring on them the anger of their 
fellow^-tribesmen. Their demeanour Avas anything but 
friendly ; they refused to alloAv the detachment to 
enter the village, arid on the folloAving morning they 
pensisted in limiting their alliance t(j remaining neutral 
in the fighting A\'hich Avas now imminent. I'i'rom r> a.m. 
on the 22nd hostile Mohmands were crossing the river 
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and gathering in crowds on the iiill in front of' the 
place where the detacliinent was camped. 'I'hei'e 
appeared little chance of reijifbrceinetit during this day, 
and Criptain Cr<aigli made su<;h dispt>sitions as seemed 
possible for deferure. Ah the attack of the Mohinands 
develoj)ed, ttifitain (trcagh gradually drew back, until 
about 8 a.m., wheTi, hav ing been reinforced by ?U) men 
wdth ammunition, he finally established his detach- 
ment in a graveyard, his left resting on the Kabul 
River. Hei'e he set to work to construct rovigli breast- 
works, while the adv-^auce of the enemy was kept in 
c.lu.‘ck l)y skirmisliei’s, and tlie baggage, followers, and 
animals were collecte<l vindcj' cover ol' the river bank. 
Scarcely were these preparations completed when tiic 
skirmislicrs wci-e driven in, the tribesmen swariiied 
down the hills and completely surrounded the position. 

From !) a.m. till 8 p.m. the del'enee continued, the 
enemy, wdio numbered about 1,200, several times 
making assaults on the entrenchments and being 
ix^pulscd ordy by bay'onet charges. About 2 p.m. the 
assailants hail closed round the troops to a unilbrm 
distance v)f‘ from 70 to 1)0 yards. At 8 o’cloi;k the 
ammunition began to run low. and the position became 
inost ciitical, when the enemy suddeidy appeared to be 
moving away from right t<) left, and immediately 
afterwards a small reinforcement of 40 Infantry arrived, 
under Captain D. M. Strong, 10th Hengal lamcers, 
having pushed on in front of a relieving column winch 
had been sent out from Dakka under bis command, 
lids addition of strength, liowev'er, was not sufficient 
to dislodge the encTny nor to eft’oet a withdrawal of the 
detacliment withtnit considerable loss, but a few minutes 
later a further reinforcement appeared in the shape of 
a troop ol' the 10th liengal Lancers under lieutenant 
C. Fi. Pollock. Captain Strong immediately took 
eoimnand of this from his subaltern, and delivered a 
vigorous charge against the enemy, driving them from 
their povsition, dispersing them iii all directions, some 
seeking refuge by rushing into the river, wdiile the 



WITHDRAWAL FROM SATTA I»ASS 

remainder fled to tlie hills on the right under the fire of 
the two rnoiintaiii guns arul infantry. Captain Creagh .s 
dctaehnient now charged out of the entreiK'hnicnt, and 
then returned to carry off the dead and wounded, while 
the (cavalry covered tlie withdrawal. 

A hnosi at the same time a company of tlie I -12th 
Foot and two guns of Mountain Battery, Royal 

Artillery, arriv'^ed opportunely from (’olonel Xorman's 
eohnnn, under Major J. B. Dyee, H,A., who assumed 
eommand ; the guns opened on the masses of the enemy, 
who were again eolleeting, eausing them to beat a 
precipitate retreat. 

It had been the intention of Inentenant-Colonel 
Barnes, commanding at Dakka, thiit after the relief of 
ihe Kam Dakka detachment the Satta Pass leading to 
that place sluMild be held for the night, and the enemy 
attacked on the following morning with all the available 
troops. Major Dyce, however, did not consider it practic- 
able to hold tlie pass owing to tlie fatigue which the 
men had undergone, and tlie want of water, rations, and 
ammnnition. '^i’he witlidrawal of the original force and 
reinforcements under Cajitnin Strong and Major Dyce 
was eonscqnently elfected. The combined eolumn 
arrived at 8 p.m., the enemy following it uj) closely and 
keeping up an incessant though almost harmless fire. 

Meanwhile, on the 2lst .A])ril, a reconnoitring 
column ‘ under Colonel F. B. Norman, 24tli Punjai) 
Infantry, had been despatched from Landi Kotal by 
Cencrai Maude, who considered, notvvitlistanding the 
reports of the I’olitical Officers, that the situation 
required clearing up. Colonel Norman's eolumn 
marched xna Kam Shilraan to Sarohi in the Prang Darra, 
where they encamped. Next morning the two mountain 
gnus with their e.s<*ort were pushed on up the Ixii Shil- 
mau, over the Shihnan (ihakhe I^iss, and the foresiglit 
of General Maude was rewarded by the assistance they 
gave in extricating Captain Creaglfs detachment. 

^ li-il Royal Artillery, 2 nioRRtaiii I 2ltli Pimjab Infantry, 4 coinpauitis, 

1-12 4 coni]vanies* 1 arnl a few 
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G A LL ANTRY REWARDED 

On the 22nd further reinforcements were sent from 
Rasawal as ^^’ell as from l.undi Jv.ota.1 on tlic situation oi* 
tlie Kam Dakka detacimieiit becoming known. 

On the morning of the 2J?rd, at 0.00 a.m., a force 
composed as under ‘ consisting of jdl the available troops, 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel C. J. Sillery, l-12th 
Foot, moved from Dakka to the Satta Pass, over which 
the cavalry and Gurkhas advanced, while the guns were 
posted so as to command the river and the I’oad. A 
few tribesmen were observed on tlie opposite hank 
apparently preparing to cross on a raft, but a shell from 
a mountain gun dispersed them, aiul no other hostile 
parties were seen. 

'I'he remainder of Colonel Norman's column ctfected 
a junction with tliis force at Kam Dakka in the after- 
noon aftei' a toilsome march, and remained there without 
molestation durifig the night, while the Dakka column 
returned to its owm station the same evening. 

Phe casualties amoug the troops i)i the atfkir of the 
22nd were <5 killed and 18 wovmdcd : the enemy lost 
about 200 killed. 

'I'he admirable gallantry displayed by the detach- 
ment of the Mhairwara Haltalion was highlv eulomsed 
l>v tl»e t'ommander-in-Chief ; Captain Creagh w'as 
recoiimiendcd 1‘or and aw'arded the V'ietoria Cross, and 
Ca})tnin Sti’oug was bre^ught to the special notice of the 
C'ommander-in-Cl)ief for the judgment wnth wdiieh he 
had delivered a most cifeetive charge against the enemy 
at a very critical moment. 

On tlui iivd May (ieneral Sir Sam lirownxe tele- 
gra])hed ti* Sirtda that Yaknh Khan liad left Kabul that 
day for Safed Sang to negotiate terms of peacie. It is 
necessary now to sketch the course of the negotiations 
which led to this result. 

\>'e hu\e seen how on the 20th March the .(\mir 

' C-;t, Rrtyai Artilli-ry, (> ffijiis. | l-.-ith Fusiliers, 1 (-ompany. 

1 Royal ArtilUvrv, 4 tiioiiiiDiiii^nri!?. j 1-1 2th Foot, 2 ('OJiipaiiies. 
loth luaiifcrs, .1 s«jnadroiL j Alha^jvara BalUilioji, 1 coinpaiiy. 

2]i(j Uurklias, 2 companies. 
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APPEALS TO FANATICISM 

wrote to Major Cavagiiari expressing Iiis readiness to 
reeeive a Mritish Mission to consider the terms of a 
Ircaty. Notwithstanding ihe friendly tone of tins lei ter,, 
a few days later a coimiumieation from Vakuh to the 
Kliugianis was intereeptetl, dated the 4th April. In it 
the Sardar praised the tribesmen for thcii' gallant resis- 
tance at the battle of Fatehabad. a?ul exhorted them not 
to fear the infidels, against whom he (V'akub) was 
ready to launch an iiresistible force of regular troops 
and It continued : “ 'riien, by the favour of 

(iod, and in acc<jrdaji(;e with tlic verse ‘ V^erily, God has 
destroyed the powerful ones,’ the wliole of them will go 
to ‘ the tire of hell for evermore.’ 'riierefore, according 
to the sacred text, ‘ Kill them to the extent t)f your 
ability.' ’’ 

It Itaving been decided tliat, notwithstanding this 
letter, negotiations with V'akul) should not be broken 
off. Major Cavagnari addressed a letter to His Highness, 
dated the 7th iVpril, saying that the liritish Government 
acquiesced in the .Vmir's suggestion th.at a liritish Mission 
slioidd be deputed to Kabul, and would appoijit one as 
soon as intimation was received that the requisi te arrange- 
ments for its reception had becfi made. Subseijaently the 
N iceroy, in replying to Yakub’s announcement of Sher 
Ali’s death, .and his own accession to the throne, 
intimated that he had decided to depute Major Cava- 
gnari to lval)ul and had investetl him with ;iuthority 
to cominuuicate unreservedly Avith the Amir upon the 
questions at issue ; and th.at ^lajor Cax agnari might be 
ct»nsidered the representative of the Go\erjnuent of 
India. 

JIakhtiar Khan, bearing Major Ca\agnari’s letter, 
reached Kabul on the 12th. Councils were at once held 
and the manner of leceiving the liritish Mission was 
discussed in secret conclave. 'riiere was reason to 
believe that Yakub’s advisers, two of whom, Sardar 
Sher Ali and Shah Muhammad, had just returned from 
'rashkent, were coun.selling him to ahaudon the English 
alliance and to trust to Russia. In these circumstances 
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Raklitiar Khaa, in the hope of sctairing the reception ot 
tlie Rritish Mission. a(l\'ised Yakub to \usit the British 
eatnp in person, a suggestion wliieh was lavoura!)ly 
rceei\ t'd and ultimately adopted. 0>» the 24th April 
Bakhtiar returned to Safed Sang, bringing two letters 
fVom the Atnir, in one of which lie proposed a visit to 
the Britisli camp. 

Aeeording to Bakhtiar Khan's account Yakub was 
afraid to recei\ c a British Missioi. lest it should under- 
mine his authority at Kabul, and so compel him to 
accept such (conditions as the British Government might 
choose to dictate. Moreover there was a strong military 
party at Kabid aveerse to peace, and it was dovdrtful 
whether Yakut) would be able to protect the Mission 
from insult. Reports received from Kabul tended to 
show that the Ainir’s authority was unable to restrain 
the lawlcssiKcss of the mob and the soldicay. who 
plundered in the open street wuth imjamity and even 
threatened to pillage the late Amirs treasury. I’liey 
w’cre only appeased by the pjiyment of a large instalment 
of the arrears due to them. 

In view of tliese r(,'ports the proposal that the /Vmir 
should come to the Britisli camp avjis considered by the 
Viceroy to be preferable to the despatch of a British 
Mission to Kabul. Major Cavagnari w^as therefore 
ordered to reply in friendly terms accepting the olfcr 
and ])romising to accord His Highness an iionourablc 
reception. On the 28tli April Bakhtiar Khan reached 
Kabul and delivered his letter. On the next day he 
received the following repty from the Amir, stating that 
His Highness would start from Kabul on the 8rd May : 

l&om Muhammud Vaknh Khun, Amir of Kabul , to 
Major Cavagnari, e.,s’./., PoUtical Ofirer. 

“I beg to write this friendly letter to inform you 
that your very friendly communication, dated 2;)th April, 
ISTh, sent by the liands of the wortliy and intelligent 
Miinshi Bakhtiar Khan, reached me at a very fortunate 
moment. 
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YAKUB AGREES TO TERIMS 

“ Its gratifying’ contents, which notify the marks of 
nol>lc friendship and give the glad tidings of the tokens 
of great affection hc’tvveen tl>e two snhiime States, ha\ e 
afforded me unbounded joy. Tlie IMunshi above mcjv- 
tioned !uis strung one by one on the thread of description 
tile pearls of your friendly hints and the verbal messages 
with which you, actuated by the motives of most sincere 
friendsivip, entrusted him, and thereby he has opened 
the door of happiness and joy to the face of rny heart., 
inasmuch as the grasp of the desire of having an inter- 
view with the (British) officers of higli rank, and holding 
a iia})py conference with them, has taken hold of the 
skirt of my lieart. 1 will, please (ilod. set out from 
the capital (Kabul) for my destination on Monday, the 
;5rd May, 1879 ( — 10th .lamadi-nl-A wal). Further, what 
can I write l)eyond exyiressions of friendship?”- Kal>ul. 

April, 1879 ( -7th .lumadi-ul-Awal), 

As lias been related, Sir Sam Bi’owne telegraphed 
the news of Yakub Khan’s departure from Kabid on 
the ;ird May. This me.’int that the ^\mir accepted the 
principal demands of the British (iovernment. including 
the cession of the Khyber an<l Knrram \'alleys and the 
appointment of a British Hesident, Tlie Kahnl cam- 
]aiign,” sail! Sir Siim Browne, in a telegnim of .‘Ird May. 
“may jiow be regsirdcd as tcrminiited.” 

()n tlie same d;ite anothej- sign of the fax’onrablc 
eonditioii of Jiffairs was furnished by the arri\al in camp 
of AsmatnlJa Khiin, the influential chief of the (ihiJ'/ais, 
who came to tender his services to the British General, 
Jind whose example would, it was expected, he folh^wed 
by the whole of his tribe. 

On the Oth May the approaeli of the Amir was 
announced. Ground was selected and tents pitched 
for his ac<*ormnodation and that of his following, and on 
the 8th he arrived at tlie Britisli camp at Gandamak, 
aceomjianied by his suite, and by a,n escort of the 
10th Tlnssars and Guides Cavalry, who with Major 
Cavagnavi had goire out to meet him. A royal salute 
of 21 guns was accorded to him, and the whole route 
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VISIT OF THE AMlll 

aeross the valley to the conical hill overlooking the 
Kabul road (where the remnants of the ill-fated 
41-th Hegimeni made their lust stand in 1841) was 
lined witiv Hritish troops. At tlie further end of the 
line tlie Amir ^vas met by l iieutenant-Geiieral Sir Sam 
Browne, uceonipanied by his staih and he rode into 
camp between the (General and the Political Officer. 
There were on parade l.'JG officeis and 4.50,5 non- 
commissioned officers and men. A guard of honour of 
100 British inhmtry (l-17th Foot) received the x\mir at 
his camp, where all arrangements for his comfort had 
been made. 

'I'lie Amir appeared to the observers to be about 
80 years of age, rather above the middle height; he 
.seemed civil and cheerful, but said he was yet suffering 
front the effects of his imprisomnent. 

At8 p.m. the Politit'ul Officer paid a visit of ceremony 
to the Amir, and at 4 p.m. Sir Sam Browne visited him. 
Congratulatory telegrams were then exchanged between 
His Higlmcss and tlie Nhccroy at Simla. Later on he 
paid a return visit to Sir Sam Browne, being received 
by a guard of Itouour of the olst Light Infantry, and 
a salute of . 21 guns being fired on his arrival and 
departure. 

On the 10th May the serious negotiations commenced. 

Considerable difficulty' was eiua>uutered in l)rijiging 
the Amir to terms oti the territorial questions, and he 
combated any cession of country t<j the British with 
an obstinacy which Major Cavagnari cluiracterised as 
“ childish perverseness.” After several interviews be- 
tween the I’olitical Officer and Vakub Khan or his 
advisers, the basis of an agicement was at length 
settled at a private interview betw'een tlie 1‘ormer on 
tlie 17th May, On the 10th the commercial and 
telegraph clauses of the treaty were discussed, and 
notwithstanding incessant and often irrelevant additions 
and amendments on the part of the Amir, who evinced 
considerable suspicion, the tact and ability of Major 
Cavagnari brought matters to a close on the 2Gth May. 
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On the same day tl»e Treaty of Gandamak ' was 
formally executed. Mr. Jenkins, Assistant I’olitical 
Officer, immediately started witli it for Simla. It 
veas ratified there hy the Viceroy on the 80th, and it was 
r(;ceiced a/^ain at Sated Sang in time to lie prestaited 
to the Amir <5n the rnofning of the 6tli of June in full 
darbar. 

Meantime, the ;Vfridis and Shinwaris along the line 
of communications were reported to he more active than 
ever in cutting off unarmed camp followers and stray 
camels, whilst the telegraph line also was continually 
being (.ait at internals ; it was calculated that upwards 
of 50 miles of telegrajih wire had been stolen during the 
oesrupation, probably, as it was snggt-sted, by the so- 
called friendly picquets of jfcjulrltis:. 

Ne\’ertlieles.s the news of tlie negotiatioiis had already 
produced a good effect in dispersing the tribes who 
were assendilcd in Bajaur and Sw'at f,o join in a Jihad 
against tlie unbeliev'ers. 

j 'fhe (piestion of the possibility of an immediate 
withdrawal'^ now became of first importance. On the 
10th May a conference was held at Ciovernment Mouse, 
Simla, over which liord I..ytton presided, and at which" 
the Surgeon-General ol' the British Forces, Dr. Kcr- 
Innes, and Dr. Cuningham, the Sanitary Gommissioner, 
were invited to express their opinions on the possibility 
of withdrawing the troops through the Khybcr in the 
midst of the hot \veather. 

Previous to this date an outbreak of cholera at 
Peshawar liad much increased the dangers and diflkailty 
of withdraw'al. I'recautions were immediately takiai, 
and sites suitable lor cholera camps were selecded, in 
case the disease should appear among the troops of the 
Field Force. 

As early as 8()th April Dr. J. Flanbury, Principal 
Medical Officer of the 2nd Di\'ision at Lancli Kotal, had 
drarvii up a detailed statement of the measures to be 

^ Apjwiidix V, 

^ J'oi* distrihuticai of Kidd Koroo on the Mny, see Ajipendix \"I. 
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CHOLERA 


adopted to arrest the advance ot‘ cholera in the pass, 
whicli VMS published in Divisional Orders. Exarait\inif>' 
posts uml cholera hospitals were (jstahlished at Janirud 
and Ali Masjid, where every human being was ins[>ected 
on arrival and departure, examining tents being pitched 
and guanls posted at tlie entraiiee and exit ot' each 
caiu}). A detached cliolera hospital wms also provided, 
and a medi<!al subordinate was placed on duty witli the 
guards for tlie purpose of inspecting incoming and out- 
going convoys. 

Jii spite of these measures, however, a fatal ease of 
cholera oeeurred at Ali xMasjid on the (>th iMay. The 
disc'asc' rajjidly spread amongst the coolies cit) ployed by 
the Rngincers : seventeen eases and tweh e deaths oc- 
curred up to tlKJ 12tli May, and on the 14ih arxl I5t!i 
idem two eases, one of them fatal, were repoi'ted at 
Jaialjibad, ^h't, so fav as was tlien known, Atghanistan 
was otherwise ti-ee from cliolera. and prev ious history 
and cxjieiMenee le<l to a belief that, although a serious 
ontlireak w'as to he tcared in the Pcsliawar VhilJey, yet it 
was not likely that tlie epidemic would spread up the 
Khyher till later iu the year. 

On the 2oth May a medical eommittee, under the; 
presidency of Surgeon-(iencral Ker-Innes, recommended 
the withdrawal of the troops from the Jalalahad \^alley, 
on the ground that cholera had already broken out there, 
and there was reason to fear that it might increase. 
Moreover, there had been numerous cast?s of enteric 
fcA ci‘ among the Ihitish troops ; and, with no better 
protection tlian small tents, there was grave cause to 
leur that the men Avould sufter much during the hot 
weather, not only from enteric fen er. but also from tdher 
diseases consevpient on exposure, 'riiere could be no 
question that, from eveiy point of view, it wxiuld be of 
the greatest benetit to get the troops into quarters. 

Tlic memorandum concluded: “ We have considered 
tlie matter with the anxious care which its importance 
demands, and luive come to the conclusion that the 
altcrnatiA'c courses w'hich present themselves are more 
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or less fraught witlt risk and danger, but that, under all 
the circumstances of the case, no such sanitary reasons 
now exist for retaining the troojjs in Afghanistan as 
would outMa.'igh the political and financial l easons which, 
we understand, press for their return. Unfortunately, 
in this particular year and at this particular time, the 
choice is a choice of evils, and the troops, whether they 
remain or whether they return, will form a source of 
great anxiety for some time to come. 'I'liese remarks 
<io not apply iinmediately" to that portion of tliem rpiar- 
tered at (fandamak ; hut as we apprehend tliat the 
(juestion must be answered as regard the whole force, 
;ind not only as I'egards any one part of it. they need 
not be considered separately. If it should be resolved 
to withdraw the troops, there aio certain special pre- 
cautions which we wmdd recommend for adoption, hotli 
with reference to the season of the year and the pre\ a- 
icnce of cholera ; and these we propose to sidanit at 
on(*e in a separate memorandum.” 

Snrgeon-Ueneral Ker-Tnnes indicated in his Ibr- 
warditig report tlic data and reasoning on which the 
ioregoing (rouclusion was arrived at : 

“The time was May. Cholera was present, in the 
Khy her route and Peshawar \hiiley: it was extending 
to the north, and even threatening Kal)ul at a later 
date. If the troops iviarehcd into India, they marched 
into cholera ; if tliey remained, it a,dvanced on them, 
hut, assuming that tliey remained, it would he nec;es- 
sary for them to continue at their posts until October; 
lor past experience has sufficiently shown that ebolera, 
when once it has invaded the Peshawar N’ailey, may be 
expected, speaking broadly as tiic; result of past epi- 
demic's. to localise itself tJiere from May to Novembei'. 
^Mid, in addition to the augmentation of sickness from 
other and ordinary causes, such as fever, both malarial 
and enteric, and dysentery, there was the prospect, if 
not tlie absolute certainty, of the troops having to incur 
such additional risk from heat apoplexy as in the Punjab, 
the portion of the country nearest Afghanistan about 
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whicli we Jiny accurate data, whidi iucTeases at the 
end of .June, doul)lesin duly, and reuiainsin full activity 
in Au^^nst ajui September.’ 

A dc'cision or»ce airived at, prompt action be<;ame 
essential, and instructions, embodying the view^s enter- 
tained by the Surgeon-General as to the expediency of 
tlje return march, and the conditions under which it 
luiglvt best !)e undertaken, were Ibrwarded to the respon- 
sible jYiedical officers. 

(’onsidering the nature of tlie rnan.li, and the time 
of year at which it was to be undertaken, an unusual 
amount <.)f sickness was anticipated, and it was conse- 
(jucntly imperative tliat every practicable precaution 
should be taken. It was recommended, as a first and 
essential step, that an experienced medi(s*il oflicer should 
be attached to tlie Quartermastcr-Generars Oepaitment 
as Sanitary I’ickl Inspector, charged with the duty of 
advising ilie military authorities in the selection of 
encamping sites, prciservation of w'ater-supj)ly, and 
sanitation of the scvo’al camps a,nd rest depots cn route ; 
and especially with tlie initiation of the medical and 
hygienic arrangements for the troops and rest depots on 
the line of march. This duty w'as delegated to Surgeon- 
Major Poiter. 

At the same time other recommendations were made 
in regard to the formation of standing camps at easy 
marching distances from one another, old camping- 
grounds being avoided, and the double-lly European 
privates' tents being made available : marching in the 
evening was advocatetl in as open order as possible ; 
the issue of refreshments, cluelly in a licjuid form, half 
way and at the end of the march ; the issue of meals 
at regular liours ; the division of the rum ration into 
tw<) issues. 

By the end of May the cholera was severe, especially 
among the British troops at Taindi Kotid and among the 
natives at Ali Masjid. I'herc were nearly 200 sick, all 
.serious cases, in the British field hospital at Safed Sang, 
and each corps there had from 20 to 60 men attending 
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THE EIEI.D HOSPITAL 

daily for medicine. There w^ere 200 sick in the native 
Ijospital at Safed Sang and 150 at Jalalabad, aTul tJiese 
hospitals were filled very rapidly owing to the wretfdied 
condition of the followers of the force. 

Notwithstanding this state of things, the military 
authorities decided on the withdrawal, and ordt'rs were 
issued that tlie British portion of the 1st Division should 
march in four bodies. The Field Hospital. 1st Division, 
Safed Sang, was tliercupon divided into four sections, 
each section complete in itself as regards medicines, 
instruments, servants, and purveyors' stores, 'riierc 
were fiv^'e medical oflicers and five medical subordinates 
wi th the Held hospital : 


British 

t'nim 


trno|H 

Sjdpf'l 


1 ^ .. i Hussars . , ? Major IL 

Isl ,5 „ ( t'Uish. ■ 

j is-y, R.A. 

SfrM’Tioii- 4tli lialialion Uiflo Hri- 

I 

f it. A. (2 divisions) . | Suryt'on -Major (i. tl 

1 r t .1 T ...1 .... i li LV... 4 J ‘ 


Surgeon-Major J, F. 
Supple. 


♦)ril I " 1 A T • 1 * T i' i '{ 

( ol.st In tan try . | 

4tli Sertion Isi Jtadalion I7ll» Foot. 


H. EvtilL 
Sitr^eon-Miijor . 


K. 


liritisli troops 


Kislibounic ami Surp^on If. ( 'liarlesuori.h, 
F-rS, ft. A. ( I (iivision) . . . j Snrf'oon-MaJor A. fl. 


from Jalalabad | ol.st Litclii Infkntry 


. J llati^nin. 


'I'he European strength at Safed Sang on 81 st IMay 
was 2,070, wfiicli gave an average strengtJi of 000 to 
t'ucb of the four sections. 

VXntli respect to the native regiments, the.' regimental 
system was maintained, each regiment having one 
medical oHicer. 

Immediately on orders being issued for tlie retire- 
ment, every effort was made to de.spateh the eommis- 
sariat stores and Engineer Park from Jalalabad. Fioin 
that place to Dakka (40 miles) they were to he conveyed 
by rafts, and two wdiarves were accordingly constructed 
at Jalalabad for their embarkation. On the 8rd .fune 
the first despatch from the upper wharf Look place, and 
on the 4th the regular service of rafts began. Some of 
these rafts were made of inflated skins, others of light 
pontoon casks ; and others again of timber. 
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Meanwhile the troops of the 1st and 2nd Divisions 
wore already on the move towards India, beginning 
with the 2") til Foot, whieli left Dakka for Peshawar on 
the 81st May. 

On the 7th .lime the Amir left (Jandainak, havini£ 
completed all arrangerncJits witli Major (.avagnari as to 
the reception of tlic Mission at Kabul ; and on tlie 
same day Sir Sam Hri>v,'ne and divisional head-quartei's 
left Safed Sang, and Major C’avagnari started imme- 
diately for Simla to confer witli the V’iceroy. Tlie field 
tcleg] !ij)h line was also rolled up between Safed Sang 
and h’ort Battye, communication being maintained by 
liciiograph. 

()n the 8th .June Brigadier-tieneral Tytler’s brigade, 
forming the rear guard of the Peshavv^ar Field b\)rce 
(as it had also found tlie advanced guard), vav'ated the 
camp, and the last British soldier lelt Ciandamak. '.rhc 
held telcgra|)h was rolled up one day’s march in advance 
ol’the rear guard, and its place taken by the heliogTajih 
und(‘r Lieutenant Whistler Smith, u,k. 'Hie rear 
guard consisted of: 

27l.h l’iiii|;il> btfant.ry (for Dakka). 

‘I/Stti Sikli.s (for .Mui'daii). 

Ilaziiia MoiniUiiii Batlrrv (for Dakka). 

(ioifio.s t’avalry (A)r l*<*slia\var). 


In spite of the unwearied exertions of the Sappers 
under Major Blair the stores from .Jalalabad were not ail 
despatched by the 10th, and c-onseipjcntly the march of 
the rear guard was delayerl to admit of the remainder, 
some 2.5.000 maunds of stores, being shipped rlown the 
river. On each raft one or more sappers were sent as 
guard, and in this manner two companies, as well as all 
the pioneer workmen, were despatched to Dakka. It 
was also found feasible to send down a large number of 
native invalids, including cJiolcra patients. 

On the morning of the 11th .Tune the divisional 
head-quarters stall’ and mimerous other othcers embarked 
on rafts, and bel’tire night sdl the storeys remaining were 
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down at the wharves ; and, by carry] nj£? («i the prepava- 
tioii of the rafts all riiglit, everythin^' was (deared off by 
0.30 a.ni. on tlie 13th, so that the rear f>;uard could march 
tliat day. A little wetting to the food sup])lies was 
incurred, but no loss whatev’er to the Engineer stores. 
None of the defensive works consti'ucted at .l!da!a!)Md 
were demolished, but were handed o\er iiitact to the 
Ami l•’s ( Venn nent. 

From .Taialabad to Dakka signalling was not main- 
tained after the telegraph line was rolled u}), owing t(7 
the diftic'idty of establishing detached stations on Samar 
Kliel Koh above ./Mi Roghan. from which only could 
c«;mmunication be kept up between the (’hardeli and 
.bilalabad plains. Signallers, ho\ve\'er, accom]>anied the 
rear guaial so as to open conimuni(‘ation. if necessary. 

Sir Sam lirowne left Landi Kotal lor I'eshawar on 
the Kith .June, by wind) date the evacuation of* the line 
held between l^findi Kotal and Gandamak liad been 
eom})leted. 

Meantime, the troops had sulfered considerably from 
cholera during their march from Gandamak to India, 
'fhe 10th Hussars lost 34 troopers and 3 cainp followers, 
'fhe Rifle Rrigade suffered more severely still viz. 
2 otlicers and 40 men, l)esides 0 from sunstroke, 'J'hc 
17th Regiment lost the et)mparatively small nundxor of 
1) men, and the 51st Taght Infantry 13 men. 'I'hree 
medical officers and an f»flieer attached ft) the 'rrans|>ort 
also succumbed to this disease. 

The effects of the return mardi are thus deserihed 
in S)irgeon-General Ker-Innes’ narrative : 

“ A march at this time of the year in Afghanistan 
involved exposure to a temperature ranging fj‘ora 110" 
to 115’ Fahr. in the shade; and, in spite of e\ery 
preeantion, the suffering of the troops was, as might 
have been expected, gTeat. The men were in indif- 
ferent health from long exposure and inaetivity h) a 
trying climate. Their recall to India was evidently 
welcome and popular, and they started witli a consider- 
able degree of alacrity and cheerfulness, and throughout 
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DISTRESS OF THE MEN 

an excellent and self-denying’ spirit aniniated the Avhole. 
But tlu; conditions to which tiiey were inevitably ex- 
posed excessive heat, dust-storms, not a particle of 

shade tToni Safed Sang to Peshawar, indifferent food, 
intolerable thii’st. scarcity of water, and that which was 
available bad |)roved unusually trying. Had it not 
been (bi‘ tlic prevalence of cholera, the trt)ops would, 
liovvever. liav'c performed the marcli with comparatively 
few casualties. 

*• On reaciiing .lamrud and Hari-Singh-lca-Burj, and 
especiaily as they made their final marches’, their distress 
was verv’ apparent. 'Pheir clothes were stiff’ and dirty 
from the j)rofuse perspiration and dust ; their counte- 
nances betokened great nervous exhaustion, combined 
with a wild cxpix.'ssion, dillicult to describe; the eyes 
injeeted, atid even sunken ; a burning skin, black with 
tiic cflea^is of sun and dirt ; dry tongue ; a weak voice; 
and a tliirst wliich no nniomd. of ffuids seemed to 
relieve. Many of these ineti staggered rather thari 
marched itito their tents, ajid tlnew themselves down 
utterly inca|)abic of furtlua exertion until refreshed by 
sleep and food. This was very marked in the .'Jlst 
Ligid Infantry. Nor did tJie officers appear to be in 
any bettea plight. 

“ But if there was one class worse than another, 
it was certainly tlu; medical officers and subordinates. 
Surgeon-.Major Porter states tliat on their arrival at 
.Hari-Singh-ka-Burj, mo.st of these were in a painfully 
helpless and prostrate condition, both mentally and 
borjily. 'Phis was attrilviitable to the .strain to which 
they had been subieeted almost inee.ssant work, night 
and day, coupled vvith that anxiety and depressloii 
Avhich even tlie most indifferent or callous must share 
in the j)resenee of so mneli disease, fatigue, and respon- 
sibility. Some bad almost literally no relief from toil, 
as from so many of their number l)ecoming ill, the 
duties became doubled and trebled for those who 
remained at their posts. The medical officer in charge 
of the section field hospital broke down early ; next, 
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tlie surgeon of the 4th Battalion RiHo Brigade ; and a 
third anived at TIari Singh .sijnply capable of lianding 
over his sick before being himself placed on the sick 
list. The medical officers had been thrown entirely 
on their own resourttes in regard to the pitching and 
striking of tents, receiving no European assistance for 
this purpose. 'I'hey had also to muster tlic doolie 
bearers before marching, and drive them like so many 
cattle along the march. Others, not entitled to draw 
forage allowance, were obliged to mar(‘h on foot, and at 
the end of it (the march) to perform their professional 
duties when worn out by fatigue and excessive heat. 
V\^hile the troops were |»assing through Peshawar thci’c 
were twelve medical officers on the sick list at onetime. 
And, according to the returns of the officers’ hospital, 
th(,‘ percentage of medi<;al officers t(t total admissions 
was 

Up to tlie 25th of .lune 817 cases of cholera, 
and 199 dcatlis were reported, of vvhicli latter 75 
were Eui’opeans, including Captain R. B. Reed, 
12th Foot, 'fhe remainder were native iroojvs and 
followers. 

The whole of this retirement was efft;ctcaj almost 
without molestation, and the subjects of the y\iuij' were 
quiet along the route by which the Britisii troops bad 
to mareli. Within the new Bi-itish frontier in the 
Khylver Pass, an attack was made on the baggage of 
the 9th Lancers, on the Olh June, by Af)’i<li robbers, 
wdien twxi eartmen were killed and some pix>perty of 
officers stolen, and on the 27th a small nuud)er t)f grass- 
cutters were attacked by robbers, near laindi Kotal, 
and two of their number killed. 

On the 21st June Sir Sam Browne reported to 
the Commander-in-Chief that the 1st Division of tlie 
Peshawar Valley Field Force w'a.s broken np on the 
1 9th, and that he himself was about to leav e for iMiun 
Mir on the same date. 

On the 26th J une Brigadier-General 'fytler reported 
that Dakka had been evacuated and all the stores 
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removed, which, with tlie rear guard, had arrived at 
laiiKh Kotal. 

On t})e completion of the evacuation the following 
were detailed to garrison the posts in tlie newly acijuircii 
British teiTitory on tfie Ivhyber line as follows: 


CMN'alry 

Artiliery 


. 10 til lleiigiil liMtu'crs (/J s(jnMdrons) 
f 11-9, Koyal Artillcrv . 

'iNo. 4, Mountain llattcrv 


British Itdiinlrv 


( Ish Hiittalioii Bith Foot 
(1st Battalion ITth Foot 


Native in fan try 
Native Infantry 


jlMth Bengal Infantry , 
( 27t.!i Ihaigal InfantTV . 
0‘19tl! Bengal Infantry. 
1 45th Bengal Infantry • 


y 

1 

i 


hfuuli Kotai. 


A t Ali Masjid. 


Cavalry . . 10th Bengal Caneia-s (1 s*| nad roll) ) . , 

Native Infantry eoinpanies from Peshawar. ' ainiuc 
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(»1‘KRATK>NS OF I'HK CKN'IKF roLflMN, (»R KFHRAM VAl,f-KV 

I'lKL!) I'OJiCK 


'Fijk original iivlention of the (lovcrnnicnt of India, 
wlieii a ('ampaign against tljc Aniir of Afghanistan 
hecaine nccessaiy, was to make the only iinj>ortanl 
advanee in the aiitiann of 1.87f< by tlu; Knrram line', 
since it was considei'cd that owing to the lateness of 
the seasc)n immediate pressure could not be exerted 
elsewhere. ^Vs <:ui,rly as the fih October tlie mo\'ement 
towards the frontier of tlu; trofrps destined to form the 
Kurrani V'jdley Field Force commenced, the ground 
for the concent^ati^>n camp was selected at Thai, the 
sile laid out, and conservancy, watering, and sanitary 
aiTang<anents Avere pushed forward, 

'i’he following staff and troo|>s had been detailed 
on that, date : 


Majin- GcTuml F. S. it. a., c.r.., v.c., (’tinmianiling. 

Lieutenant G. T. I'n^tvman, h.a., Ai<U‘-ile-(Janip. 

Major V\'. (.Jrtlbraith, Hoth Foot, AsKisiant Adjiitant.-Generat 
Major II. t’ollett. Assi.stanl Guarleniifistcr-Geiieral. 

('aptain H. G. Kennedy, G-M.G.'s Dept,., f DepiityAs-sistantGuarter- 
( aptain F. S. Carr, otli Fnn jab Cavalry, f inasters-tieneval. 
I,ieutenuni-Cotonel ,K. I’erkin.s, w.k., Connnandinfi; Koynl I'inginoer. 
laentenant F. 'f. N. Suralt, a.K,, ) . . , , i.- , i 

I.ientennnt h. Grant, u.i;., ) 

Captain A. S. Wynne, r5IstFoot, Sii{»erinlendent Field 'felegraphs. 
M vdhml Depntiment. 

Deputy Snrgcon-Gcneral F. F. Allen, c.ii., Indian Medieal Serviei-. 


Comiimmrial Departnuut. 

Captain A, H. Ifadeoi^k, Deputy Assi.stiwit Conimissary-General. 



9-2 KURHAM VALLEY FIELD FORCE 

AuI’ILT.ERY. 

LieutciiRnt-t’oloncl A. il. lAJidsMy^ k.a., ( ■oninianding. 
lAcutenaiji E. («. Oshornc, ila.. Adjutant. 

Caphiin J. A. S. ('ol(]uliouiu Coiiimissary of Orcluance. 
lA A, lloyal Horse Ari illcry. 

(1-/3, Royal y\rtillcry. 

No. I (Koiiiil) iVlovTiilaiii Ratlcry. 

No. 2 (J)erayal,) Moujitain Battery. 

Cavai LIV. 

(A)loncl H. H. (lough, c.il, v.i., (A)niinanding. 

1 S<|uadrr>n lOtri llussars. 

oth Vui)]:ih Oivalry. 

Riayual ( avairy. 

Infaxtrv. 

Infatilnf Brigade, 

(■oloiiel A. H. (.N)t)lK\ 17th Fool, CoHunanrling. 

(’aptain A. Scott, va'.. 4th Sikli Infajitty, Brigade- Major. 
i2n<l Rai.taiion Sth Fool. 
r>M) Punjab Intantry. 

SSrd Pioneers. 

29lh (Punjfili) Regiment of Natwe Infantry. 

2/1(7 Infanirtf Brigade, 

Colonel J. B. 'riielwall, (ml, Commanding, 

Captain (1. de C. IMorton, fitti Foot, Brigade- Major. 

72nd 1 lighianders, 

2nd lAvnjah hifaniry. 

5 th (ivu-khas, 

21 st (Punjab) UcgimenI: of Native Infantry. 

7th Coinpajiy, Sappers and Miner's. 

Engim*(M’ and OrdnniK'e Fiekl Parks. 

i^At Kofmf,) 

Major d. ( ’. Anehinleek , . 04, Royal Artillery. 

lAei;t.enarrt (.\»lonel (1. II. Parker . 92nd Highlanders. 

Lieutenant, ( -olonel ri. Hudson . 28th Punjab Native Infantry. 

On the 22ii(i ()t*tober JNLijor-Ocneral F. S. Roberts 
was appointed to tlte eonnnand of this column, and tlie 
following general directions for his guidance in the 



TNSl'RUCTIONS TO GENERAL RORKRTS 9:3 

operations entrusted to lus charffe were given to liinv 
ill Adjutant-tiencral s letter No. i:38-K., dated Simla, 
22nd October, 1878 : 

1. I am directed by the Connnander-in-C'liiet' to 
inform you tliut, witli the sanction of Government, yon 
have been appointed to tlie connnan<l of a column of 
troops as per margin. 

“2. Your first endeavour will be to get this force 
together in the Ufiper iMiranzai V' alley, arul to establish 
an entrenched post at 'riuil. 

“ i). 'Phis post should be of such dimensions as to 
coA'cr two guns, a regiment of nati\c infantry, and a 
wing of cavalry, to be detailed from the troops of the 
column and at Kohat. 'I'lie object oi' this detachment 
is to maintain vour communications, and to afford a 
convenient half-way dc[)ot for sick and stores, provision 
of shelter for whitrh should be prov ided. 

“ t. Mis ExcelletK!}' cannot too forcibly impress 
upon you the necessity of securing in your interests 
the services of the chiefs and khans of infiuence of 
the tribes bordering on your route and the district of 
Kurrarn. 

“ 5. Ill communication with the civil authorities, 
it would be v ery desirable, to cause one of those chiefs 
to accompany you, and to secure the services of as 
many of the chiefs of 'ruris and their horsemen as may 
be available. 

“ 0. It will be for you to eonsidc;r, with the informa- 
tion at your disposal, the nature of operations most 
likely to secure the objects of Govea-nment, The 
positions respectively of Kurram, Khost, and Dawar, all 
soutli of the Safed Koh, held by or more or less sub- 
ordinate to the Kabul Government, must be accepted 
as within the zone of your operations. 

“ 7. Your first objech wall be to engage any of the 
troops belonging to ti»e ^\mir of Kabul in occujiation of 
Kurram, to drive them and the ruler from the valley, 
and to take possession of the same, as also of Khost ; 
and to communicate to the inhabitants of Daw'ar that 
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the IB’itisli has replaced Afghan supreniacy from date 
of nf)titicatioii, hut to leave any practical applieatiorr of 
sii(;h supremacy I'or hiture adjustment at a convenient 
time, 

■‘8. It is difficult to define the limit to wliich your 
action should immediately extend in the direction of 
Kabul. \A''ithout (piestion the Kurram district must he 
held to (.‘xtend to the watershed of the KuiTam River, 
cinhraeiug the Hariah Valley and Mangal country up 
to the Siuitargardan and Zurmat Passes. 

In the first instance, however, it may he 
desirable to eominand the Paivvar Pass and the road 
as far as the village of Ali Khel or hamlet of Rokian, 
near to the jimctionof the direct road from Kabul by 
the Oharig'i (Lakara I’ass) route with the Shutargardan 
route, and which marks the boundary between .laji 
and tihilzai lands. 

“ 10. Every endeavoiiv si ion Id be made to gain o\’^cr 
the Ahinadzai fa(.rtion of the (ihilzai tribe, who hold, 
the lands on tlie Matershod on this line to Kahul, and 
whose tents and Irerrls seek shelter in the winter months 
ill the Kurvain district. 

“11, Discipline demands that the officers, .soldiers, 
and followers confine themselves to the roads ; and 
that the latter cspeei.ally be pi'ohibited from wandering 
into villages or dt^stroying crops. 

“ 12. E\ ery encouragement should be giv<;n to the 
peofile to supply your huzaurs, Jiiid at every cam]) a 
place not onl}" lie allotted for such trade, but a British 
anti a native nou-eorn missioned oflitter of the Provost 
Marshal’s establishment lie told of!' to protect them and 
tti prevent disputes. 

“ 18. 'I’he considerate and friendly demeanour of 
all towards the people will do more than anything else 
to secure their gtxidwill and assistance. 'I’he .Jajis and 
'Furis of Kurram, Jinx ing nothing in common with the 
‘ powers that he at Kabul or with the Afghan tribes, 
may be expected gladly to espouse our cause. 

“ 14. Although tlic most direct route from Kohat 
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to Kurniin is throogli the Zuinoikht <-ountrv, policy 
immediately demauds that its adoption be positi\(;ly 
prohibited. 

“ IS. On first arriving at Kurrani. tlie position of 
Muhammad A/im’s fort in the (tentre of the valley, 
and whieli has hitherto been the seat of Government, 
would appear to present the most desirable location for 
the estal)lishment of your head-(juarters ; and, should 
such appear to yon desirable, it would be well to coii- 
centmte tliere your dept*t and supplies, and without 
delay secui'e all available shelter. 

1(5. The matter of su})plv is a most important one, 
and every endeavour must be marie to rapidly collect 
some two or thi-ee montijs in ad\anec of the daily 
demands of tlie force, 

'"'17. Too great stress cannot be placed u})on yoiir 
limiting baggage, while at the same time ensuring that 
every soldier and followei* is fully ptanidcd with all 
articles of warm clothing as sancf ioncd. and tliat your 
stores of ammunitimi and food are continually maiti- 
lained. 

"18. 'I'he protection and care of your carriage is 
a matter of great importance. 'I'he former must be 
secured by prohiluting grazing of camels without escort, 
and the latter by constant inspections. 

" I!). Cfrass-cu tiers when beyond our present border 
will, whilst engaged at their calliiig, require protection. 
Much, however, of your su])ply of provender for liiain- 
teuance of horses and cattle will liave to be securetl from 
the villagers ; but, i»i r)btaiuing this, {>artics must not 
he permitted to act indiscriminately, Inil invariably act 
under the immediate t>rders of an ollicer, British or 
native. 

" 20. With these ordei’s for your general guidance, 
the Commander-in-Chief, with the full authority' of 
Government, must leave tlie matter to your discretion 
and judgment, in which his Excellency' has the fullest 
confidence. 

"21. Should affairs in Kurram appear to justify sueli 
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a measure, it will be [‘or you to distribute your tVjrce, so 
as to expose it as little as possil)le to the iruJemeuey 
of the Avijiter. Sueli eonsideratiou would justify the 
retention of any portion of it at 'I'hal or elsewliere as 
cireujnstatK“es on tlie spot may appear desirable.” 

On reeei})t of abo\ e letter Major-General Roberts 
lost MO time in diseussino' with liieutenant-C-olonel W. G. 
W aterfi eld, Commissioner and Superintendent, Peshawar 
Division, the manner it) whieh an advance tip the Kurram 
Vhdiey could most advantageously be carried out. 
report had already been di’awti up by that olJiccr, and 
submitted to the Punjab (fovernment. detailing the 
tribes with wiiom a column in that district wotild come 
in contact, and the probabilities of their attittide being 
hostile or otliervvise. After consulting witli J iieutenant- 
('‘oloju;! Waterlield, Major-General Roberts forwarded 
to the Commandcr-in-Chief a sketch of his proposed 
advaru^e, in the [irejiaration of whieh, however, he was 
impeded by the' uneei’taintv as to when tlu; operations 
wxiuld proiiably liegin. The scheme which was ulti- 
mately can’ied out is containetl in the following 
paragraph : 

“ I k Should the advance be delayed for two or three 
weeks, the eohmm will, I hope, be in a dillerent con- 
dition to what it is now as regaids supplies and carriage, 
and it woidd then be practicable to leave 'Phal as a body, 
or by brigades at a day’s interval, carrying one mouth’s 
supplies. Tins would enable me to push on to the Paiwar 
or Ali Klicl, with perhaps only one or two days’ halt at 
Muhammad Azin is fort. Indeed, if the frontier is to be 
enissed on any date after the 1.5th November it would 
be necessary to mov e with the least possible delay' .so as 
to reach the Paiwar before snow falls. In this case 
Khost and Dawar, etc., would be left until later in the 
season, when a small column could inarch leisurely all 
over Kurram and the neighbouring valleys.” 

Hei’C, as elsewhere, the Commissariat' and 'Jh’ansport 
arrangements were a serious dirtiiailty and were alluded 
to with anxiety by Major-General Roberts. 
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ROBERTS AT KOHA'F 

“ 21. The question of supply is, as stated in para- 
gi*j,iph H) of the .iVdjutsint-General’s letter, a most 
inipoi tant one, and has my most earnest attention ; 
but I may be permitted respeetfully to remark that it is 
a matter in which 1 am at present more or less helpless. 

‘‘ Rawalpindi is our ijnmediate base, from wliieh 
come all provisions retjuired for Hriti.sh troops, such as 
tea. sugar, and rum. Rawalpindi is also the place to 
which we liave to look tnainly for our transport, breail- 
stuir and and altogether for warm clothing fcjr 

tollowers, do()lie-bearers and dandic.'i — that is to say, 
all these recjuirements come either from or through 
Rawalpindi. 'I'l^c necessity for meeting the sudden 
large demands in the direction of Peshawar lias caused 
the diversion of considei'abic quantities of supplies 
originally intended for Kohat. 'fhe result is that this 
column is at present without some of tlic nccessarii's 
required both by British and native troops, and is still 
short of the estimated amount of transport.” 

Immediately on appointment to the command, 
Major-Cfeireral Roberts firoceeded to Kohat, to super- 
intend the organisation of the for(*e assembling there 
and at Thai, the construction of a.n entrencJied post at 
the latter place, and the establishment of a main depot 
oi' supply, the formation of a base hospital at Kohat, 
and arrangements for the constrindion of a trestle bridge 
acmss the Jvurram River at Thai. 

For the present the bulk of the troops on their 
arrival were echeloned in the vicinity of Kohat, to 
prevent any jiremature crowding to the front until tlie 
iinal concentration Avas required, thereby allowing 
supplies to be collected at the 'J'hal depot more 
speedily. 

Meanwlule recounaissanites were made in the neigh- 
bourhood of 'fhal by Cajitain E. S. Carr, the Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-CiJeneral, by whom the various 
fords over the Kurram Ri\ er were personally tested, and 
one lor infantry and one for cavalry were (inally 
selei.’ted. 
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THE ADVANCE 

The lookcd-fov order to advance was received by 
General Roberts on the afternoon of the 20th November, 
and at 5 a.m. on the 21st the river and the frontier on 
the right bank were crossed by an advanced party ' 
under Colonel .1. J. II. Gordon, 29th Punjab Infantry. 
'Phe Major-(ienci'al and divisional staff accompanied 
this party for reconnaissance purposes. 

'Phe remainder of the 1st Infantry Rrigade with 
F-A, Horse Artillery, crossed the river immediately 
behind the advam^ed troops, and marched along the 
right bank direct to Khapianga (4 miles), where there 
\\'as good camping ground and a fortified thana. 'Phe 
advanced troops arrived at the same place by a ciix'uitous 
march with the object of intercepting the retreat of the 
garrison, but the latter Irad retired on the previous 
e\ ening, and the place was found to be deserted. On 
the same day, after a short halt at Khapianga, Colorjel 
Gordon’s adv'anced party, accompanied by Maj<ir-Genera[ 
Roberts and the head-quarters, pushed on another 
,S miles to Ahmad-i-Shama, where was another tharut. 
also deserted. Next day the advanced troops marched 
to Hazir Pir, tlie Ist Brigade to Ahmad-i-Sliaina, and the 
2nd (Brigadier-General 'I’lielwalPs) Brigade to Khapianga, 
and in this order the division advanced without opposi- 
tion till the 27th November. Kurram P’ort was reached 
I’m the Darwazai Pass and occupied by the head-quarters 
and the advanced partj^ on the 25th, and on the same 
date the IVIajor-General and staff, escorted by the 12th 
Bengal Cavalry, reconnoitred towards Habib Kala, 
whence the iVrnir’s troops under Muhammad Zunmn 
Khan, including six mountain battery and five field guns, 
and (it was reported) about 18,000 infantiy, had just 
retired, and were seen retreating over the Paiwar Kotal. 

1 fl sijuadniu lOtli Hnssars By ibrd oppoi^itp Bilarni 
• ' l l troop 12th Beuga.! (.’avalry j Khel. 

* Colonel Artillery . No. I (Koliat) Mountaiii. 

J. J. JI. tery (C ajiUiii J. A. Kdso) r ford below tlH.* 

Cordon. C^Tvalry , 12th Hcii^al Cavalry (re-j bridge. 
iiUiiiidop). 

\^lnlautry . 29tb Pnnjah Infantry . 


. By tlie bridge. 
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On the 27tli Noxeniber both Hngudier-Cienerjil 
A. H. Cobbes brigade and tliat of Rrigadier-Cieneral 
J. ]?. Thehvall, except the 21.st Punjab Infantry, which 
remained at Khapianga, were eonc'entrated at Kurrain 
Fort, wliere also the (“amp of the head-cpiarters and 
escort remained. 

During the advance signs were not wanting of the 
goodwill of the inliabitants of Kurrain towards the 
British. On the 2lstu letter from the Saiads of Kurram 
was received eucpiiring when the force would arrive 
tliere, as the people had been suffering much from the 
tyranny of the Amir and were looking forward most 
anxiously for the arrival of the British troops. As the 
.Major-tieneral [»roc(‘eded along the road the headmen 
of' the different villages came out to pay their respects; 
wlien Colonel (Gordon of the adx ance guard arrived at 
Hazir J'ir txvo of fhe leading Saiads of Kurram, viz. 
Muhammad Khan and Badshah Mir, came into liis 
('amp. Shinawaz Khan of Durani (Zaimukht) also sent 
in a mt'ssenger to say that he Ivimself xvouid have come, 
but that he feared his son had been detained as a 
liostage by f:he ^Vfghans. Supplies of grass, fuel, and 
ri(^e were freely brought in by the villagers at Ilazir 
Pir. But high prices were asked, and the people seemed 
quite aware that no supplies would be taken forcibly, 
and that they had only to fix their own price. 

“ 'fhere can be no doubt,'’ says Major il. Collett, in 
his diary, “ that the people in the Kurram V'^alley were 
glad to see us, and that, smarting, as tliey then w’ere, 
under Sher All’s late exactions, they regarded (ieneral 
Roberts’ troops as deliverers from an oppressive 
Covernment.” 

On the 27th November orders were issued at Kurram 
preparatory to the assault of the enemy’s position on 
the I’aiwar Kotel ; a garrison was told off for the 
Kurram Port ; Jill weak and sickly men w ere weeded out, 
to be left there under a field oHicer of the 8th Foot ; and 
tents and other baggage were reduced to the low’cst 
possible scale. 



lort IN TOUCH 

The following day the main body moved to Habib 
Kala in two eolumns, the left, including the Ist Brigade 
under the personal direction of the Alajor-Cieneral, the 
right under Brigadier-Cieneral Tlielwall. On arrival at 
Habib Kala intelligence was received by General 
Roberts that the Amir’s troops had abandoned their 
guns at the foot of the l*aiwar Kotal, and that tliey 
were in disorderly retreat. 

A reconnaissance in force, consisting of the 5th and 
29th Punjab Infantry, with two guns and a mountain 
battery, under C^oloneJ .1, J. H. Gordon, were therefore 
pushed u]) the south-eastern flanks of the I’aiwar, by 
which it was ascertained that, far from the enemy 
having abandoned any guns, they had, on the contrary, 
taken up an extremely strong position on the pass and 
were well [)rovided witli artillery judiciously placed. 

'riiis txjrce came up with the last of the Afghan rear- 
guard entering tlic ravine leading to the pass, and pushed 
into the hills to reconnoitre the position, with the object ol 
making the enemy disclose his dispositions. In carrying 
out the instructions given, the .5th and 29th Punjal) 
Infantiy came under a hot (ire from the Afghan artil- 
lery and infantry, who were found to be strongly posted 
ready for defence. These two regiments retired at 
nightfall, supported by the 5th Gurkhas, who were sent 
out from the main body for the purpose. The casu- 
alties were laeut. A. J. F. Reid, of the l*unjab 
Infantry, and eleven men wounded. 

'fhe Major-til eneral, with the 8th Foot and 23jd 
Pioneers, amved at the village ofTeri Mangal at 2 p.m.. 
atui arrangements were made to encamp the troops 
on the dry ricefields below the village, which had been 
that morni?ig vacated by the Amir’s troops. The tents 
had not arrived, but the arms were piled on the ground 
told off to the different regiments. At 4 p.in. the 
enemy brought a gun to the top of the ridge above 
'feri Mangal, commanding the approach to the kotal, 
which was immediately above and about 2,000 yaitls 
from the camping ground, and pitched several shells 



'J’HE ENEMY’S POSlTrON 


101 


into the (.’atrip. 'I'liey were 7-pr. inountairi shells, and 
fortunately were blind, so tluit no one was injured. 

Two guns of h'-A, Royal Horse Artillery, were 
(jiiiekly got into action, and several w^ell-aimed shells 
were sent in reply, as well as among some jXfghtins who 
were tinnoying ti picfjuet of the 5th Punjab Intantry. 

After this the eatnp was withdrawn about a mile to 
the rear, strong piequets were posted on the adjacent 
heights, and there was no disturbtince during the night. 

On the 29th the camp was again shifted to a more 
secure site and the troops were arranged in a more 
systematic manner than had been possible on the 
previous evening. 'I'hc day was occupied in various 
reconnaissances of the Paiwar Kotal and the surround- 
ing hills. On the niglit of the 29th the .Jaji mnlilts, 
wlio up till now had shown a friendly spirit and had 
remained in ( ieneral Roberts’ (;amp, suddenly absconded. 

I'he enemy’s position extended from the Spingawai 
Kotal on their left or north to some (commanding 
heights about a mile south of the Paiwar Kotal, tlms 
presenting a front oi‘ about four miles facing due east, 
the 1‘aiwar Kotal being about the enemy’s right centre. 
Prom right to left or north and south the position ran 
along a rugged range of mountains, mostly co\ercd 
with dense pine forest. I'he range was precipitous 
towards the eastern side, but ^vas knoAvn to descend 
on tlie western by a succession of upland meadows 
towards the valley of the llariab. 'I'ht! ])osition, as 
thus described, w’as crossed by two regular tracks over 
the Paiwar and the Spingawai Kotal respectively, 
besides two or three otlier paths, which, however, were 
too narrow and precipitous for the passage of troops. 
The important military feature in the position was 
that the successive ridges or peaks into which it was 
broken dominated each other from north to south. 
Thus a force stationed on the heights to the south of 
the Spingawai Ivotal would have a command o\’er each 
succeeding eminence as it advanced along the ridge 
towards the Paiwar Kotal. 
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THE PAIW AR KO rAl 


1'he Pai^var Kotal is a narrow depression in the 
ridge, and is eonnnanded on efwrli side by higii pine-dad 
mountains. 'Phe approach to it from the Kurram Valley 
is up a steep, narrow, zig/ag path, entirely commanded 
throughout its length from the adjacent heights, and 
w;is diflieidt of ascent owitig to the extreme roughness 
of the roa.d, which was covered with large fragments of 
rock. Every point of the ast^ent was exposed to fire 
fro)n both guns and rifles securely phuied behind breast- 
works construeted of pine logs and stones. At the top 
of the pass w'as a narrow plateau, which was again com- 
manded from the thickly wooded lieights as they rose 
to an elevation of .500 feet on each side of the kotal. 
On the Avestern side the road passes by a gentle descent 
through a narrow valley Avitli pine-clad sides for about 
1 miles, when it reaches the open valley of the Hariab. 
near the hamlet of Zabardast Kala. 

The Spingawai Ivotal, wdiich formed the extreme 
left of the enemy's line, is a position far less capable of 
defence, and of an altogether different character from 
that of the Paiwar. 'I’he approach to it is up a broad 
stony ravine. 1'he ascent is not steep, exce])t when 
close to the summit, and the valley is of sufficient width 
to admit of the mo\^ement of troops. The position 
does not in short possess the natui'al military advaTi- 
tfiges which are so remarkable at the Pahvar Kotal. 
'Phe Spingawai route was followed by Colonel 
fjumsderis Mission to Kandahar in 1857, in order to 
avoid collision with the .lajis of Paiwar. 

A reconnaissance by Colonel yE. Perkins. r.j«., 
escorted by twm companies of the 28rd I’ioneers, showed 
that no attack could be directed from the north of the 
camp on the kotal, for a deep valley separated it from 
the ridge on which tlie northern picquet of the British 
force W'as posted. i\t the same time Major Collett 
w'ith Captain Carr, C'aptain Woodthorpe, r.k,, and a 
company of Pioneers, w'as sent to reconnoitre the 
Spingaw'ai route. They reached the summit of a 
ridge 5 miles from camp, overlooking the Spingaw'ai 
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road and thel’aiwar village and about miles Irom the 
SpingaAvai Koial, of which a gcK>d view was obtained. 

It was rep<irted : 

(1) I’liat l;he road up the kotal was practicable lor 

all arms.' 

(2) 'Fhat this kotal was on the same ridge as the 

I’aiwar Kotal, and that (apparently ) a force 
working fiaan the former (ix. the Spingawai) 
tow\‘irds the latter would pass over a suc- 
cession of dominating positions ; 

(Jl) 'Phat the enemy did not prol)ably hold the 
Spingawai in force, though a picfjuet and 
a gun held a. commajuling route to the 
south of the S[)ingawai Kotal, and perhaps 
there was a gun on the kotal itself; 

( t) Tliat the road to the kotal from the village of 
I’aiwar was easy : 

(5) 'I'liat the shorter road followed by the reer)n- 
noiti'ing [)arty was impracticable for moun- 
tain gurrs, but good for infantry ; 

((>) 'Phat the time recpiired for infantry to march 
from the llritish camp to the ri(igc rea(!hed 
by the reconnaissance was two hours, and 
that t^vo more hours would probably be re- 
quired for them to reach the Spingawai. 
From the Spingawai Ivotal along the ridge to 
the Paiw'ar Kotal the natives said would re- 
quire tln’ce hours. So at least eight iioui*s 
would have to be allowed for the accom- 
plishment of any turning movement by this 
route. 

'J'he route a})pcared to Major C’ollett perfectly 
praeti<;able, but the time necessary seemed almost 
prohibitive. 

A. third reconnoitring party was led by C'olonel 
Gordon towards the Paiwar Kotal by way of the ridge 
on which the south {5t\\ Punjab Infantry) picquet was 

* was proved aftenvards to be erroneous. 
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posted. It was ascertained that tliis ridge was coiv- 
tiiuious with the Faiwar Kotal ridge, and that an attack 
could be eondueted along it. 

Iluring the day it was evident tliat the enemy’s posi- 
tion laid been considerably extended on both flanks, 
which seemed to indicate tlie arrival of reinforcements. 

On the ?fl)th November reconnoitring parties were 
agairj emjdoyed, Major-tiieneral Roberts, with Colonel 
Currie, 23rd Pioneers, and Ca{)tain Kennedy, going in 
the direction beyond the north picquet. Colonel Ciordon 
again reconnoitring the hills on the enemy’s right, 
whilst Major Ofllett and Captain Carr went to Paiwar 
village and got within miles of the Spingawai Kotal. 
’riie observations tended to cojifirm impressions of the 
ascent of the Spingawai being easy in comparison to 
that of the Paiwar. On his return Jrom this recon- 
naissance Major Collett .submitted a memorandum to 
Ma.]or-Cleneral R()berts propo,singa night march round to 
the Spingawai and forciiig the kotal at daybreak, a move- 
ment which would completely turn the eneiny’s position, 

xVfter consideration of the reconnaissance reports the 
Major-General finally decided to iidopt this plan, and on 
the 1st December detailed orders for the operations 
were drafted. 

On tile previous day three guns of G-3, Royal 
.iVrtillery, two guns of F-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
from Kurram, and tlie 12th liengal Cavalry, which 
had been left at Habili Kala, were ordered up to the 
fixmt to strengthen tlie attacking force, which was now 
divided as follows : 

Turning force to march at 10 p.m. on the 1st De- 
cember. 


Major* Gene I’al K. H. 
comiuaiuUiig. 


rS<}. 1 ^ fountain Hattery. 

Punjab Infantry. 

' t>tii Gurkluis. 

7’Mu\ lli^^lilandeGS. 

;iiMl Punjab Infantiy. 
Pioneers;. 


) (buler (’olont'l 
j J. J. 11. OordoTi. 

1 2nd Brigade. 


I F-A, Iloyal Horse. Artillery (on 

olepliants). 

ooinpauies 2(lrd Pioneers (escort). 
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THE TURNING MOVEMENT 

Force lor direct attack to remain in camp with 
ifistructions to advance at G a.m. on the 2nd December, 
so its to be in position to storm the Paiwar when tlie 
enemy’s left flank had been sufliciently shaken : 

F-A, Royal Horse A rtillery* 
guns H-3. Royal Artillery. 

JiJth Heitgal Cavalry. j 

eoinniaiidiug, j 2-Hth Foot. r 1st Rrigade. 

j oth I’imjah liifautry, ! 

V feri and other levies. 


During tiie Tst December reconnaissance }>arties 
wei’e sent out in an ostentatious manner towai’ils both 
Hanks of the Paiwar position, in order to divert the 
enemy's attention from the intended turning movement, 
all ari-angements tor w'hieli were made with the utmost 
staa’eey. Uatteries were Jiiarked out on tlie plain near 
tile village of Ted, and when the guns of G-G and the 
lath Hengal C’avalry arrived in the evening, tliey were 
marched up in full view of the enemy and in as con- 
spicuous a manner us possible, all of which produced the 
Itelief amongst the troops of the column, and certainly 
amongst the natives, that the I’aiw'ar Kotal would be 
attacked the following morning. 

At 4 p.m. the orders for the turning movement and 
the intended plan of operations were communicated to 
all commanding officers, but the troops for the columns 
were not told off till after tattoo. 

At length, at 10 p.m. on Sunday, the 1st December, 
the turning force marched silently from camp, leaving 
their tents standing and their flres burning, and took 
the road to the village of Paiwar. 'rhere the bed of the 
nala was entered, which forms the only road to the 
Spingawai. The marching was extremely difficult ; the 
nala was nothing but a mass of stones heaped in ridges, 
and furrowed into deep hollows by the action of the 
Water ; the night was bitterly cold, and there was no 
moon. On starting from camp the column was led by 
the 29th Punjab Infantry, but on the march the order 
was changed, and the 5th Gurkhas took the lead. 
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A BARRICADE CARRIED 

(bllovved by the T’irul Higl»l.aiulcj‘s. 'Die reason for 
tltis was the treacherous conduct of two Pathans in the 
20th, who bred ofl' their rilles witli the object of 
alarming the enemy. One of tfiese men was aiterwards 
hanged Ivy sentence of court-martial, and the jemadar 
of one of tlie two Pathati companies, along with 
several others, was transfiortcd, they liaving betai con- 
victed of complicity in tljis dastardly attempt l;o bring 
disaster on the army in which they served, and discredit 
on a gallant and loyal regiment. 

Is, had been intended to halt the column for an hour 
or tw'o during the night, to rest the men ; but owing to 
tlie unavoidable slowmess of the advance, and to the 
distance being greater than was anticipated, the intention 
liad to be abandoned. 

At a little before <> a.m. on the 2nd December, 
the head of the turtiing force reached the foot of 
the Spingawui Kotal. Day was just breaking ; but 
the approach of the troojvs had been so fai’ unobserved, 
sinc'c the enemy had neglected to place a pic({uet in the 
bed of the nala. 

..Vs the liglit increased a barricade became visibU; 
about fifty yards in front. iVt the same moment two 
shots from the enemy’s sentries gave the alarm to their 
pie((uet on the kotal. 'i'he advanced party of the 
.5th (iurkbas immediately formed from column of fours 
into line, and, led by Msijor J. h’itzbugh and (lapfoin 
.^\. C!ook, rushcrl straight at tlic bamcade. 'I'he re- 
mainder of that regiment extended and sw'armed 
nvund the flanks of this obstacle, wdiich was carried in 
brilliant style, 'I'he enemy fired a volley into the 
.5th (lurkhas as they rushed forw’^ard, but nearly all ot 
them were killed by the troops at their post.s. 

Meantime the enemy’s guns from the stockades or 
mngar.s, above the attacking column, commenced 
firing shell into the troops, Imt without doing much 
damage. 'I'he 5th Gurkhas and the 72nd Highlanders 
(continued to advance rapidly up tlie steep side of tlie 
kotnl. 'Phree stockades were captured in quick succes- 
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sioi), though tlie cneiiiy (IdcMdctl ihciu most obstinately, 
iUiti were mostly bayoneted as the troops jumpetl over 
llie barricades. 

During the advance Captain J. A. Kelso’s (Xo. 1) 
Mountain Battery was of the greatest assistance. In 
spite <»f the diUicailties of the ground and the obstacles 
erected by the enemy, t'vo of his guns wtae larought well to 
the front in the most determined maimer ; and within ten 
minutes of the enemy’s left picquet hav ing been stormed 
they were brought into action in the batteiy vacattal by 
the Afghans on the left of the position, liieutenant- 
Colonel A. H. Lindsay, u.a., now ordered Captain 
Kelso to take one of his guns more to the right, where 
a better view could be obtained. While carrying out 
this onler Captain Kelso was killed, and the command 
of the guns thendevoh ed uj)on laeutenant J. C. Shirres, 
who, assisted by liieutenant E. Ci. Osborne, Adjutant, 
Uoyal Artillery, worked them Avith good eft’ecd until a 
general advance was made from this position. The 
other two guns of this battery, under Lieutenant H. N. 
Jervois, were delayed in coming up the nala, and took 
no part in the first engagement. 

As soon as the firing commenced, the remainder <if 
the 72nd Highlanders was ordered up from the rear 
of the column, while tlie 21)th Punjab Infantry acted as 
a support throughout this advance, and successfully 
lepelled an attack by the enemy on the right flank. 
By 6.80 a.ni. the whole of the barricades and sangars 
on the Spingawai were in possession of the troops, and 
the line of the enemy’s defence was completely turned. 

In the meantime on the south side of the Paiwar 
Kotal two guns of F-A, Iloyal Horse Artillery, and 
three guns G-8, Royal Artillery, escorted by 100 men 
of the 2-8th Foot, inov^ed out of camp at 5 a.m. and took 
up a position about a mile further up the Paiwar Valley, 
whence, as soon as day broke, they were to open fire 
upon a gun which the enemy had posted on a crag to 
the left front, and which commanded the lower part of 
the pass. As soon as this was silenced, the guns w'ere 
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to turn their tire upon the enemy’s batteries on the 
kotjil proper and to endeav'our to silence them. 

At 0.15 a.m. the guns, under Ma-ior Sidney Parry, 
(rame into action at a range of 1,700 yards, directing 
tlieir fire on the crag for upwards of an hour. Soon after 

7 a.rn. tlie tire of a portion of the artillery was turned 
upon the kotal batteries, wdiich replied vigorously ; and 
for the next three hours an incessant and well-directed 
tire was kept up by the artillery on both sides, with the 
result that two of the enemy’s guns situated on the 
summit of the pass were silenced about 11 a.m. 

Meanwhile the infantry of the frontal attack marched 
froiti camp soon after (> a.m., and moved forward into a 
lavourable position to the right front and slightly in 
advance of the guns, where they were concealed by 
jungle, and sheltered by a spur running down from the 
range of lulls on the right of the battery. 

in this position they remained until about 

8 a.m., when orders for a further advance and 
vigorous co-operation were signalled from the Major- 
(iencral on the Spingawai. Thereupon a ridge, 350 
yards nearer the enemy’s position, was rapidly secured 
by two companies of the 2-8th Foot under Lieutenant- 
Colonel E. Tanner and by the 5th Punjab Infantry 
under Ma.jor McQueen. The infantiy of the 1st Brigade 
then continued steadily to advance from ridge to ridge, 
keeping themselves under cover as much as the nature 
of the ground woidd allow, until, about noon, they were 
not more than 1,400 yards from the top of the pass. 
From here rifle fire was opened on the kotal and on the 
masses of the enemy on the opposite side of the ravine, 
and the advance halted for the moment. Before it was 
resumed, Brigadier-General Cobbe was wounded in the 
thigh by a rifle bullet, and was obliged to resign the 
command of his brigade to Colonel F. Barry-Hrew of 
the 2-8th Foot. 

Since the first sangar on the Spingawai was carried 
by the 5th Gurkhas at 0 a.m., the 2nd Brigade had been 
pushing rapidly on towards the enemy’s main position. 
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On the summit of tlie Spingawni the leading regiments 
were ordered to halt, form up, and refill their aTiirnuni- 
tion pouches, w'hile tlie Major-General himself pressed 
forw'ard with the 29th Punjab Infantry to clear the 
intervening woods between the position gained and the 
Paiwar. 

Immediately afterw'anls the 2nd Punjiib Infantry 
and six companies of the 29rd Pioneers reached the 
summit of the Spingawai ; the remaining two com- 
panies of the latter corps were still in rear with the 
guns of F-A, Royal Ht)rse Artillery, whose elephants 
were unable to keep up with the infantry over the stony 
ravine below’. Keeping one company of the 2nd Punjab 
Infantry to escort the w'oimded, and two companies ol' 
the 23rd Pioneers as a protection from stray pirties ol' 
the enemy, who were working along the sides of the 
hills parallel to the Rritish advance, protected by the 
tliick forest, Brigadier-General 'rhelwall sent forward 
the remainder of these regiments to join the advance, 
which had already been reinforced l)y the 72nd High- 
landers and 5th Gui'khas. 

Meanwhile the 29th Punjab Bifantry had advanced 
for about a mile without meeting any opposition, when 
suddenly it W'as checked by a terrific fire fi’om large 
bodies of the enemy, strongly posted amongst dense 
pine woods on the further side of a deep ravine, in a 
few minutes the wdiole of the column was again hotly 
engaged. On the right of the attacking line was a 
precipitous-sided hill, covered with thick wood and held 
by ever-increasing masses of Afghans, wlio hastened to 
concentrate their stretigth on the threatened dank as 
soon as they realised that their position had been turned 
by the British. On the left were deep gullies, whose 
precipitous sides, held by parties of the enemy, rendered 
any advance in this quarter impossible. 'Flie 72nd 
Highlanders became engaged on the left, the 2nd 
Punjab Infantry and 2l3rd Pioneers made gallant 
efforts to dislodge the enemy on the right, and as far 
as the difficulties of the ground permitted they were 
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successful, though not without incurring heavy loss, 
amongst wliich was Major A. D. Anderson, of the 
last-named regiment, wlio fell while gallantly defending 
Inmself at (-lose quarters ; a havildar iuid a sepoy of his 
regitnent sharing his fate in their brave endeavours to 
recover his body. 

About noon the four guns (on elephants) of F-A, 
Royal Horse Artillery, escorted by two companies of 
the 23rd Pioneers, arrived under Colonel W. Stirling, 
and were brought into action against the skirmishers of 
the enemy posted amotig the trees which covered the 
steep slopes of the hills to the north of the kotal ; they 
continued shelling this position for about an hour, thus 
giving considerable relief to the right flank of the 
Rritisli. Three guns of No. 1 Mountain Battery also 
worked their way to the front with great difficulty on 
the densely wooded hill, where the infantry were hotly 
engaged with the enemy, and shelled the latter with 
apparently good effect. 

Meantime, as has been seen, the 1st Brigade had 
made considerable progress in the frontal attack. The 
5th Punjab Infantry had ascended a spur on the right 
front, which it was believed would give access to the 
ridge on which the kotal was situated, and to some point 
close to tlie kotal itself. But this expectation prox'ed 
erroneous. At one point the .5th Punjab Infantry were 
indeed less than 900 yards from the enemy’s position, 
but they were separated from it by a ravine with sides 
so precipitous as to be quite impassable, and further 
examination showed that the spur on which the 
regiment had established itself continued to trend 
further away till it joined the main ridge at the 
point to which the attack of the 2nd Brigade had 
been advanced. 

Advancing up this spur the .5th Punjab Infantry 
thus established dii-ect communication between the two 
columns, and furnished useful information to the Major- 
General as to commanding positions where No. I Moun- 
tain Battery could be placed in action, overlooking the 
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entire position at the kotal from a superior elevation, at 
ranges of about 1,200 yards. This advantage was not 
earlier noticed, owing to the densely wooded character 
of the ridge along which the Major-CJencral was 
advancing. The mountain battery guns were accord- 
ingly advanced, and shelled the enemy with such excel- 
lent effect that they set fire to the cam]) and did 
considerable damage. 

'Fhe advance of the 5th I’uiijab Infantry on the 
right and its junction with the 2nd RrigJide reduced 
the infantry with the 1st Brigade to five companies of the 
8th Foot. These now essayed a further advance, and 
after a laborious climb up a precipitous and difficult 
hillside, they were rewarded by gaining a crest whentie 
they were able to open fire upon the guns of the kotal 
at a range of 800 yards. From this position the troops 
a cre able also to clear the opposite side of the ravine, from 
which the enemy had hitherto maintained a heavy fire 
protected by ample covei'. 'Fhe Afghan gunners served 
their guns steadily for a considerable time, but at lengtli 
were compelled to abandon their batteries by the rifle 
fire of the 2-8tli Foot 

Notwithstanding the success of the turning move- 
inent by the Spingawai Kotal, and the advanced positions 
which had now been reached, further reconnaissan(;e 
convinced the Major-Cieneral that the Paiwar Kotal 
was practically inaccessible from the northern side. He 
therefore resolved to withdraw the troops from this line 
of attack, and about 1 p.m. he ordered a new disposition 
accordingly. The 2nd Punjab Infantry were directed 
to maintain their hold on the hill on the left Hank of the 
Paiwar Kotal, which was the most advanced position 
gained by the troops. The 29th I^unjab Infantry was 
ordered to occupy the hill overlooking the Spingawai, 
and to protect the field hospital, which had been estab- 
lished there ; whilst a column, formed as under, was to 
march, under the Major-Generars direction, towards 
Zabardast Ivala, so as to threaten the enemy’s line of 
retreat : 
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F-A, Royal Horse Artillery 
(4 guns on elephants). 

No. 1 Mountain Rattej'y. 

72n(l Highlanders. 

5th Punjab Infantry. 

23rd Pioneei’s. 

5th Gurkhas, 

As soon as this mot ement was dist^overed by the 
Afglians their retirement, winch had already com- 
menced, developed into a precipitate retreat. 'Fhe fact 
became (piickly apparent to the 1st Brigade. The fire 
of the defenders oppo.site the 2nd Punjab Infantry 
slackened ; and the signs of weakness along the whole 
front were so unmistakable tliat an advance against 
the kotal was decided upon, Tlie guns under Major 
IVirry, k.ii.a., supported by the 12th Bengal Cavalry 
under Colonel dlugh (fough, v.i., moved forward to a 
more advantageous position to cover the advance of the 
infantry. I’he two (iompanies of the 2-8th Foot, under 
Captain .1. Dawson, hitherto escorting the guns, were 
directed to move up the pass by the road which was 
now commanded by the troops, and to support the final 
advance. 

Between the positions now occupied by the 1st 
Brigade and the summit of the pass two deep ravines, 
with pretapitous sides, intervened. Whilst cros.sing 
them, a dropping fire was still maintained by the 
enemy ; but once the troops reached the road, all 
oppo.sition ceased. Sheltered under the .shoulder of 
a projecting hill, the troops were formed up, before 
pushing forward for the final advance. A .steep ascent 
over a bad road led up to the kotal, which ‘ was 
occupied without further resistance, and the position 
was gained. 

At 2.30 p.m. the Paiwar Kotal was in pos.session of 
the troops and the enemy in full flight along the AU 
Khel road, which tor some distance was found to he 
strewn with abandoned guns, limber-boxes, etc. The 
12th Bengal Cavalry under Colonel Hugh Gough was 


I Biigadier-Ginieral ThelwMl, 
I coil) n landing. 
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immediately sent in pursuit, and captured several guns 
abandoned by the enem}* in their flight. 

The turning force under Major-General Roberts 
could not get up in time to fall on the retreating 
enemy, and bivmuaeked near the village of Zabardast 
Kala, while the Paiwar Kotal was garrisoned by tin.* 
2-8th Foot. 

During the progress of the attack the native Teri 
levies under Major A, P. Palmer, Oth BeTigal Cavalry, 
with a number of friendly tribesmen, advanced along the 
crest of the hills on the enemy’s right, with the object 
of creating a diversion in that direction, but they did 
not show much eagerness to come to (;lose quarters 
with the Afghans, and only arrived just as the latter 
evacuated the position. 

'I'he whole line was strongly barricaded, and any 
attack in force against the enemy’s right w'ould have 
been quite impracticable, owing to the narrow front on 
which the troops attempting a turning mov ement would 
have had to work, wliile a direct attack up the gorge 
against these barricades would liav^c suffered terribly, 
'riie intelligence which had been gained by reconnoitring 
as to the difficulties which would have attended an 
attack from this direction was thus confirmed. An 
examination of the Paiwmr Kotal defences proved it to 
be a place of enormous natural strength, aivd the 
enemy’s dispositions for repelling an attack on it from 
the front were very complete and judicious. It was 
also evident, from the large stores of ammunition and 
supplies which were captured, that it was the intention 
of the Afghan Gov'eiaiment that their troops should 
reinaiii in tins position for the winter, and that they 
fully expected to be able to maintain it against the 
British troops. 

Their defeat and expulsion from a position of their 
own choosing and of unusual natural ad vantages could 
not but have a. very beneficial effect upon the pv>pn- 
lation of the Hariab, Kurram, and Khost Valleys. 
This is at all events certain, that liad the Afglian troops 

8 
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succeeded in holding their position on the Paiwar 
Kotal, the British Gov^erninent would never have been 
regarded as having full possession of the Kurrain 
Valley. 

I'he enemy’s strength on the I’aiwar Kotal-Spingawai 
position on the 2nd December, included : three regular 
regiments which had lately arrived from Kushi, 
eighteen guns, and a large number of .Tajis, Ghilzais, 
aiul other tribesmen, whose strength could not, of 
course, be exactly ascertained, but who must have 
numbered at least four thousand, 'fhere was also a 
mule batteiy of six guns, which was coining up to 
reinforce the garrison of the Paiwar Kotal, but did not 
get further tlian Ali Khel. A battery of horse artillery 
had been left at the Shinkai Kotal, and a battalion of 
infantry on the Shutargardan, ha\'ing been unable ti) 
cross those passes. A regiment of cavalry was also 
at Kushi. 

On the British side the turning force consisted of 
■iS officers and ii,‘220 men ; the co-operating column of 
au officers and 8iiH men; total, officers and 3,0.58 men. 

I’he casualties in this force were 2 British officers 
and 18 men killed ; 2 British officers, 8 native officers 
and 67 men wounded. Captain Kelso, commanding 
No. 1 Moimtfun Battery, was shot througli the head 
when bringing his guns into action early in the day: 
Major i\ndei>’on, 2JJrd Pioneers, fell at the head of 
his men; Brigadier-General Cobbe was wounded by 
a ritte bullet in the thigh, as before recorded ; and 
I.ieutenant S. C. H. Monro, 72nd Highlanders, was 
also wounded. 

The loss of the enemy could not be estimated, but 
was believed to have been large. About seventy dead 
were counted in the Spingawai breastworks ; but the 
thickly wooded hillsides must have concealed the bodies 
of many more.’ Seventeen guns with their carriages were 

* 4 bronzti 0-pr. S.B. 

2 hroj we 24-pr. S.li. howitzers. 

.11 7-pr» mountain R.M.L. giuis. 
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captured on or near the position, besides ammunition of 
all descriptions and large quantities of rice and grain. 

The (ionduct of the troops was highly eulogised by 
Major-General Roberts in his despatch. 

The Field Force now halted for four days, in order 
to rest after the fatigues which it had undergone and 
also to bring up supplies from Jvurram, to which place 
the sick and wounded were moved. VV^jrking parties 
were employed in making the road practicable on each 
side of the kotal, and preparations were begun ibr 
hutting the troops during the winter, 'fhe .lajis and 
Teris seemed friendly, afforded assistance in labour, and 
brought in supplies. 

On the 6th December the main body of the force 
marched for Ali Khel under the command of Colonel 
Drew, and accompanied by Major-General Roberts and 
the head-(juarters staff. Jirigadicr-Cicneral Thelwall 
being placed in command of the garrison ' left at the 
I’aiwar Kotal, whence heliographic communication was 
opened with Kurram. 

iiVli Khel w^as found to be a small village, 11 miles 
from Zabardast Ivala, with a camping ground on an 
elevated plateau near the junction of the Ilariab and 
Uazar Darakht streams, a mile beyond the village. 
'I'he Amir had formed a depot at this place, but the 
granaries had been looted by the .lajis after the retreat 
of the Afghan anny. 

On the 7th December the head-quartei’s and staff, ac- 
companied by 250 of the 72nd Highlanders, 250 Gurkhas, 
•and one division No. 1 Mountain Battery, marched 
from Ali Khel to Rokian, distant miles, along a 
track gradually ascending the bed of tlie stream, i’he 
tribesmen were quiet and respectful, but evidently in 
iloubt as to the future, and unwilling to commit 
tliemselves. 

t ( Half Uoyal Arliller}'. 

1 Paiwar Kotal , 2-HtIi Foot. 

* Garrison at • • s ( 7tli (’ompaiiy Sajipors. 

JTeri . . . ^Dth Punjab In tin try. 

vVlllago of Paiwar 1 2tb ( ’avalryi 
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I'he following day the reconnoitring column pro- 
ceeded on its march to Jaji Thana and 1^ miles beyond. 

On the 0th December a small camp was left 
standing near ,Jaji Thana with 50 men of the 72nd 
Highlanders and 50 (ilurkhas as guard, and the staff, 
witli the remainder of column, marched to the top of 
the Sluitargardan Pass, about 0 miles, and back to 
camp. 'I'he cold was felt severely, the temperature in 
earn]) at 7 a.m. being 5^ Fahr. 

'i'he results of the recomiaissance w'ere eminently 
satisfactory. The fiict was disclosed that, up to the 
summit of the Shutargardan Pass, there was no defen- 
sive position as strong as the Paiwar, which could be 
held by the enemy to cheek our advance on this line 
towards Kabul. It was also ascertained that the road 
leading up to the Shutargardan on the east side was not 
as difficult for the passage of troops as had been ex- 
pected, and that the summit was not easily defensible 
against a force advancing from the east. It further 
became known that the completeness of the defeat 
inflicted upon the ^Vfghan army on the 2nd December 
had gi\’en confidence to the Jajis, and even convinced 
the Ghil/ais, a tribe supposed to be loyal to the Amir’s 
cause, of the uselessness of resistance. 

'fhe column returned to Ali Khel on the lOth De- 
cember, and thence it was decided to follow a more 
convenient route to Kurram. 

Besides the regular route by the Paiwar Kotal, two 
roads connect Ali Khel with Fort Kurram. One of 
these follows the course of the Hazar Darakht stream 
till its junction with the Kurram, and then passes down 
the valley of that river. The other road cuts off the 
angle thu.s formed by crossing the range of hills which 
at this point runs south from the peak of Sikaram. As 
it was of the fimt importance to have an exact know- 
ledge of the lines of communication between the 
Kurram \^illey proper and the trans-Paiwar district of 
Hariab, in %\'hich Ali Khel is situated, it was deter- 
niined to explore one of these alternati\ e routes. The 
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oTie which pusses through the hills was fixed upon, both 
because it was the shorter of the two, and also because 
it had been used by the j\inir three years previously 
when sending a mountain battery to Fort Kurrain. 
This route was described as easily practicable for 
camels, and was known to be entirely in the territories 
of the Ja,ii and Chakmanni tribes, whose headmen were 
in the camp at Ali Khel. 

Accordingly on the 12th December the liead- 
quarters staff and Major-Cieneral Roberts marched by 
this road for Kurram with No. 1 Mountain Hattery, 
a w’ing of the 72nd, the 5th Gurkhas, and the 23rd 
Pioneers. 

'fhe route lay for the first 4 miles along the river 
valley, and then ran in a south-easterly direction, 
leading up a nanwv glen thickly wooded with pine 
trees, till an open elevated plateau was reached, on 
whicli stood the village of Sapri, distant 7 miles. 
When the column arrived at the village of Karraana. 
3 miles from Ali Khel, the headmen came to p.ay 
their respects to the Major-General, 'riiey informed 
him that the forte w'ould probably be annoyed by 
attacks fi‘om the Mangals from tlie l^izah villages, and 
an attack might l)e looked for when passing tlie defile 
between Sapri and Karaia, the next halting-place on 
the Kurram River. It was therefore determined to 
occupy the head of the defile that evening, and to move 
the baggage off before daylight on the 13th, so as to 
get as much as possible of it over the kotal before the 
Mangals had time to collect. 

On the next morning accordingly the baggage was 
sent in front under Captain F. 1'. Goad, Assistant 
Superintendent of Transport ; but, owing to the steep- 
ness of the road and the frozen, slippery stream, tlie 
progress of the laden camels and mules was but sh^w. 
Four companies of the Pioneers formed the advance 
guard, the remainder acting as escort to the baggage 
which had already crossed the Sapri Kotal. The 5th 
Gurkhas were ordered to act as rear guard. 
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Although a lew men were observed on the hill-tops, 
not a .shot wa.s tired by them ; but two eamp folloWcr.s, 
who lingered behind, were eut down. 

.iVbout 11 a.ra. the last of the camels had pas-sed 
over the kotal, and as the long column of baggage 
animals was descending the steep and narrow valley, 
tlie Mangals, of whom nearly 100 men had now 
collected, and who subsequently increased considerably 
in numbers, commenced firing into the baggage and 
rear guards, and pressed on the 5th Gurkhas. 

From this time to 4 p.m., when the column cleared 
the hills, the Mangals never ceased annoying the rear 
guard, and during these five hours tlie .5th Gurkhas, 
under Major Fitzhugh, maintained a rear-guard fight 
over diflicult ground with a bold and active enemy 
thoroughly acquainted with the locality. So success- 
fully was this duty performed that, although the rear 
guard did not reach Karaia until after nightlall, and 
had to protect itself from marauders numbering, it is 
supposed, about JlOO, yet not one baggage animal or one 
article of baggage fell into the luinds of the enemy. 
I'he 72nd Highlanders and ‘iSird Pioneers AVere sent 
back to the {issistancc of the rear guard, but their 
services were not required. This success was nol 
gained, however, without severe loss. Captain Goad 
received a wound r)f which he afterwards died ; Captain 
C. F. Powell and three Gurkhas were killed, and eleven 
were wounded (one mortally). From these operations 
it Avas evident that the passage of the Sapri Pass, if it 
AA'cre efficiently held and defended, A\"ould be A'^erv 
diflicult. 

The column remained at Karaia till the 20th De- 
cember, but the IMajor-General and staff went on to 
Kurrain on the 1 4th idem. Preparations for hutting and 
for redistributing the troops Avere pushed on both at 
Ivurram and at the various other cantonments and 
posts, but it Avas decided that a column should visit 
the Khost district before any final orders were given as 
to the distribution of the Field Force during the winter. 
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Meanwhile the c«)untry remained quiet for the most 
part. The post at Ibraliimzui was fired into on the 
j7th December, and reinforcements of the 12th Bengal 
Cavalry, 8th King’s, and 21.st Punjah Infantry were 
sent thither. Moreover the telegraph wire was eon- 
stiintly cut, and as the cavalry witti the Field Force was 
quite inadequate for the additional duty of protecting 
it, it was proposed to hold the Khan of Hangu 
responsible for the safety of the line between Tlangu 
and Thai. On the 18th December messengers W'cre 
despatched into Khost to communicate with Aknim 
Khan, the Durani governor, who had shown signs 
of friendship. 

The Karaia Column marched to Kurrain Fort on 
the 20th, and four days later the .'ith l^unjab Infantry 
jnarched for Kohat, taking under their escort some con- 
victed prisoners, a convoy of sick and wounded, and 
the ordnance (captured at the Paiwar Kotal. 

I'lie questions of transport and supply hud even 
belbre this date been a matter of serious difficulty with 
the Kurram h’ield Force, and at this juncture Captain 
A. H. Badcock, the l*rincipal Ck)mmissariat Officer, 
found himself further straitened by the diversion 
to the Pesliawar V'alley Field Force of 1,000 
camels, which liad with great difficulty been collected 
at Thai ; moreover, he was ordered not to procure 
any more, camels from the Dera Ismail Khan districit, 
but only through the Commissary-Generars head- 
(piarter office. 

This order rendered the completion of the trans- 
port for the forthcoming wintei’ extremely diffi- 
cult ; and in such circumstances tlie collection of 
supplies for an advanc;e in the spring was impos- 
sible. Generid Roberts pointed this out to the 
Quartermaster - General in India, and added that 
if Captain Badcock was to receive no assistance in 
carriage, and if the camels he had procured w^ere taken 
fronr him, the Kurram Column would very soon run 
short of provisions, and would possibly not be able to 
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keep the field. The difficulties to be overcome iti 
supplying the troops in Kurrarn and Khost were gi’eat. 
In the Kurrain V^alley itself there were no supplies at 
all, except small quantities of rice and whatever wheat 
had been captured from the enemy in the Hariab, so 
that practically the whole force had to be fed from 
British territory, 'i’he Kumim force had been drawing 
on the Kohat and adjacent districts since October, and 
the purchasing agents had every day to go farther 
away to get supplies, and consequently required an 
increasing number of camels for their collection. 
According to the latest reports, fi,000 camels were 
necessary to collect supplies from the district depots af 
Kohat and Thai. 

It was also important to mass supplies at Kurrain, 
so as to be able to feed the troops in the front, should 
the roads become temporarily impassable, or lest the 
rivers should rise and prevent the arrival of the regular 
convoys. 

It was thus obvious that not only did the Kurrain 
force require all the camels it had got, but that 
arrangements must be made for a constant supply of 
fresh camels to rephure casualties, which might be 
expected to increase in number should snowy or rainy 
weather set in. 

General Roberts suggested the ad\’^isability of 
railing up some thousands of hrinjari buljocks fi’om 
Mirzapur. 'J’his suggestion was ultimately carried out, 
and was found to answer betw'cen Kohat and 'rhal. 

Meanwhile Akrain Khan, Governor of Khost, had 
replied to General Roberts’ message by himself coming 
into the British camj), where he remained until the 
force for the occupation of his disti’ict was on the point 
of starting. He promised to maintain order in Khost 
until the arri\'al of troops, stipidating that in return his 
persoind safety should be guaranteed, and that he should 
be allowed to proceed either to Kabul or to British 
territoiy, as he might desire. To these conditions 
General Roberts agreed, hoping thus to accomplish the 
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occupation of tiie Khost Valley without bloodshed 
and with the lea^it possible disturbance to the settler! 
go^'ernment of the country. 

The attitude of Akram Khan w'as considered to be 
due mainly to instructions rer^eived by him froju Sardar 
VV'ali Muhammad Khan (the half-brother of Sher Ali), 
who subsequently arrived in the camp of the Kurram 
Valley Field Force after its return from Khost. /Vkram 
Khan was the deputy of this Sardar, who had recently 
sent Akram Khan’s own brother from Kabul to reassure 
him, and to give him intelligence of his own movements 
and of the situation at Kabul. 

The liead-quarters of the Khost Column left Kurram 
on the 27th December, and the whole * concentrated at 
Ilazir Pir by the 1st January, 187!>. 

On the latter date news was received that the 
Massuzais, a section of tlie Orakzais, had burnt a village 
of their ow'ii, 2 miles north of Sadda, and had barri- 
caded the entrance to the Karrnana glen, 'I'his was 
regarded as a declaration of w’ar ; the head (luarters of 
the 12th Bengal Cavalry, I JO sabres, were therefc)re 
ordered to Sadda, to remain there while the Khost 
Column was aw^ay froJU the Kurram Valley. 

On the 2nd January, 1879, the Khost Valley Column 
marched from Hazir Pir at 9 a.m. under the command 
of Colonel Barry-Dre^v, 8th King’s, acting Brigadier- 
Ceneral. 

The country is open and easily practicable for 
cavalry, and is quite bare but for the occasional growth 
of small palms. The road, which is a good one, lies 
over rolling, stony hills and plains. After a march 
of 10^ miles the column halted in Jaji Maidan, ji. 
cluster of seven villages, situated in a small basin 


t f vulvar /I snuailroli lOtli Hussars. 
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surrotmded with easily accessible hills. Next- morning 
at 9 a.m. the march of the column was resumed, but 
the passage of a deep nala beneath the camp delayed 
tlie camels so much that the last did not leave camp 
till 1.90 p.m. The I’oad lies for 4i^ miles up a fairly 
open valley with hills on either side, and dotted with 
several small villages, till the Dhani Kotal is reached 
by a gentle ascent. I'his kotal is a low ridge com- 
manding the Khost Valley ; thence the descent is steep 
for the first mile, after which the track passes along the 
top of a spur h’om the kotal range for about three- 
quarters of a mile, and then descends into the bed of 
the Kaitu Riv'er, which runs through this part of the 
district. The main valley is a broad open plain studded 
with numerous villages, and covered with cultivation. 
Here the head-ejuarters of the column encamped 
at Nar, one of the Hak group of villages, where 
eighteen of the .iVkbar Khel malms or chiefs presented 
themselves as a deputation, but failed to explain satis- 
factorily their not having met the column at their 
boundary. Indeed, their welcome was by no means n 
warm one, and some who should have been present did 
not put in an appearance. 

The .5th Ihinjab Cavalry, No. 1 Mountain Battery, 
and 21.st Punjab Infantry halted on the Jaji Maidaii 
side of tire Dhani Kotal as a guard to the commissariat 
convoy, which did not cross tlie kotal on the 3rd January, 
the camels being out of condition for want of proper 
grazing. The main column halted during the 4th at 
Nar, and the commissariat convoy with its escort closed 
up. Intelligence was received at Nar on the previous 
evening that the Mangals intended to attack the 
baggage as it crossed the kotsil, but no attempt of the 
sort was made, nor was there any sign of hostility 
during the 4th January except the murder of a Sikh 
havildar, who Avas cut dovm and killed early in the 
morning, when going to the latrine trenches, about 
50 yards from the quarter guard. 

On this day the Major-General with a small escort 
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visited some villages whose vmlih hud not come out 
50 yards to meet the column. 

Next morning the force marched in two columns 
over an open plain to the village of Vakubi, distant 
6 miles. Here Akram Khan, the deputy governor of 
Khost, came into camp and aiTunged to surrender the 
Matun Fort on the following day. He was received by 
General Roberts with the usual courtesies, and compli- 
mented on his management of the somewhat turbulent 
population during the cihange of rule. He then re- 
turned to Matun, and on the morrow with his followers 
he met the British column at the mouth of the 
Khawanich J’ass which leads thinugh the low range of 
hills 3 miles south of Yakubi. He condiicted the 
General and the Political Officer to the fort. 

Matun is the name of a group of villages, some 
thirty in number, occupying the lands on either 
bank of the stream that issues fiom the Ghalang 
glen in the Marigal Hills and passes close to the 
Khost Fort. 

The headmen of some of these villages ha\'ing 
neglected to present themselves, 1 aeutenant-Golonel 
W. G. Waterfield, the Political OHi(*er, sent a summons 
to them all, which they obeyed during tliesanie evening, 
and the twelve principal of them remained in camp 
during the night. 

On the same afternoon, about 4 p.m., intelligence was 
received of a gathering of Mangals, Makbhils and 
Zadrans, besides Khostwals of Manda/.ai and Ismail 
Khel in the west, as well as the Gurbaz Waziris in the 
south of Khost. The maliks afterwartls reported that 
these insurgents had vacated the Khost villages and 
retired, but on the morning of the 7th .January large 
numbers were observed assembling in the neighbour- 
hood. Accordingly a troop of the .5th Punjab t^avalry 
under Major .J. C. Stewart, accompanied by Captain 
F. S. Carr, was sent out to reconnoitre and to draw the 
enemy out of the villages. 

This party soon ascertained that the villages of 
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Miitun were tlironged witli liostUe tribesmen and that 
the enemy, numbering certainly several thousands, had 
collected round three sides of the camp. 

Vigorous action was therefore necessary to ensure the 
safety of the force, which only numbered about 2,000 
men all told, an insignificant strength in comparison with 
the enemy arrayed against it, while the colunm was 
separated by many miles of difficult country from its 
nearest support. 

I'he enemy, taking advantage of the very broken 
ground and the low hills, were endeavouring to work 
round the reconnoitring cavalry, whose position became 
somewhat critical until they were reinforced by the 
remainder of the cavalry under Colonel Hugh Gough, 
consisting of 1 squadron 10th Hussars, 70 sabres 
strong, and a wing of the 5th Punjab Cavalry, liiO 
sabres strong, the former under Major T. .1. W. 
Blukeley, and the latter under Major B. Williams. 

'Fhe body of tribesmen immediately engaged at this 
point was apparently about 1,000 strong, though much 
scattered. This number wiis subsequently increased by 
a reinforcement of 500 men, and the whole occupied a 
very strong position on some low hills at the foot of the 
mountains. The 10th Hussars were ordered up to the 
foot of an advanced rising ground, which afforded ex- 
cellent cover. They there dismounted, and, quickly 
taking up a position on the crest of the low mounds, 
they opened a steady and well-directed fire upon the 
enemy. The 5th Punjab Cavalry were brought up to 
the loot of some low detaclied hills on their right, and 
also opened a brisk dismounted fire. The effect of this 
combined movement w^as that the enemy began to retire, 
followed up by a further advance of the troops. 'Hie 
10th Hussars then again dismounted and opened tire on 
the enemy’s right, while at the same time a troop of 
the 5th iKmjab Cavalry, personally led by Major 
Williams, charged in a most dashing and gallant 
manner up the hill on which the tribesmen liM made a 
stand, threw themselves on their centre, and, as tlio 
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enemy gave ground, nipidly dismounted and harassed 
their retreat with carbine tire. 

Meanwhile another body ot‘ the eiieniy began to 
pour out of the villages on the left and front of the 
troops and tried to reinforce those already engaged ; 
but a troop of the 10th Hussars was detached to the left, 
where, from under cover of some low trees and shrubs, 
they opened fire and frustrated this attempt. 

By this time six companies of ‘28th Punjab Infantry 
and No. 2 Mountain Battery arrived to support the 
cavalry, but the latter had already done their work 
effectually, and all that remained was for tlie guns to 
shell the enemy on the more distant hill -tops. 

While this attack was being repulsed in front of the 
camp the right and rear were protected each by a wing 
of the 21st Punjab Inhmtry and two guns of No. 1 
Mountain Battery, while the front and left flank Avere 
protected by a wing of the 72nd Highhmders. 

The enemy having been repulsed in front, Colorjel 
Barry-Drew was ordered to (‘any the villages, on the 
right and rear, from which the enemy had fired on the 
troo})s, and to burn them as a pimislunent to the in- 
habitants for luiAung giv'en shelter to the enemy. 
During this operation Major Stewart, with his dcta(;ii- 
ment of the .‘ith Punjab Cavalry, had gradually worked 
round through the broken ground and nalas to the left 
rear. Here he hovered about the enemy. hara.ssing 
them most eftectually, till at last he found an oppor- 
tunity of making a charge and driving them off in 
complete disorder, upwards of thirty bodies being sub- 
sequently found on the ground. 

On the north-west of the camp the guns of No. 2 
Mountain Battery under Captain SAvinley opened an 
effecth'e fire, while the 28th Punjab Infantry under 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. Hudson kept the enemy in check. 
VV^hen the retreat of the enemy had become general, 
the British force was gradually withdrawn from their 
positions on the surrounding high ground to the camp 
in the valley. This movement was effected sloAvly and 
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steadily under cover of the mountain guns, hut the 
enemy had been so completely beaten that they did not 
venture to follow up the retiring troops. It was im- 
possible to calculate the casualties of the enemy, which 
must, however, ha\^e been considerable. Those amohg 
tlie troops were insignificant, and amounted to only 
two native soldiers killed, one of whom was a dafadar, 
and six wounded. 

Simultaneously with the attack on the camp, 
attempts had been made by the villagers against the 
small cavalry posts left at Yakuhi and Rak, but in both 
cases the sowars were protected by the waiiks. 

On the Sth .January the headmen of the Ismail 
Khel and I jakkan clans of Khostwals and tlie Gurliaz 
Wazirs appeared in camp, in obedience to the summons 
of the Political Officer, and were heavily lined. Every- 
thing seemed quiet that day in the neighbourhood until 
7 p.rn., when some ten or tAventy men managed to 
approach the right picapiet of the 21st Punjab Infantry, 
apparently in hopes that the prisoners still detained 
might escape in any confusion which might occur, 
'['he sentry of the picquet fired and the picquets all 
round the t!amp took up the firing, thinking that a night 
attack was being made for the purpose of releasing the 
prisoners. On this the prisojiers rose in a mass, and 
calling to .each other in Pushtu to get up and run 
away, some attempted to wrest the rifles of the sentries 
from them, and one tried to seize the sword of the 
native officer, a jemadar, in command of the guard, but 
was pistoled by him. Thereupon the native offi(?er, 
after warning the prisoners to keep quiet, ordered the 
guard to fire upon them, when nine were shot dead and 
thirteen wounded, of whom five were mortally injuredi, 
mostly by bayonet wounds. 

The column remained halted at Matun till the 13th 
.Tanuary, before which date several headmen came in with 
horses and ponies which had been .stolen from the force, 
as well as nine deserters from the Amirs army at Kabul, 
who stated that large numbers were leaving his regiments. 
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On the 13th the eolunm marched 7 miles up the 
Khost Valley to Dehgan Valley, a wing of the 21st 
I’unjab Infantry, under Major F. W. Collis, being left 
to garrison the fort at Matun. 

On the 14<th .January the infantry halted whilst a 
cfn'alry reconnaissance was made from the camp .‘it 
Deligan to Dara Geh and the villages about, named 
Ihirhan Khel, the people of which seemed friendly 
and brought abundant supplies. Although there were 
rumours of the Mangals assembling in the adjacent 
hills, there were no open hostilities. 

On the 1.5th the Major-General marched his force 
hack ..to Matun, where it remained until its final de- 
parture from the Khost Valley. During this halt 
t'aptain R. Q. Woodthorpe, h.k., in charge of the 
survey party attached to the Kurram \"alley Field Force, 
escorted by Kippat Khan, the chief of a ,;/ri;-a from the 
Mohmit iChel Wa/.irs. and a detatihmcnt of native 
infantry, ascended the peak of Laram ((),()31 feet) at the 
extremity of the south-eastern end of the \ alley over- 
looking the VVaziristan, Khost and Daw'ar. From this 
place communication was effected by heliograph wuth 
Jlannu, Hazir Fir, and IMatun Fort, "^rhe sui'vey of the 
eastern end of the Khost V'alley was completed, and this 
work was joined in a satisfactory manner to Captain 
VVoodthorpe’s plane-table sketch of the Kurram basin. 
'I’he geographical results of this expedition were 
consequently most v^aluable. 

As the column had been now some time in Khost, it 
appeared, from the general tenor of the reports recei\'ed 
from the Kurram Valley, inadvisable to keep much 
longer in this isolated district the only troops which 
were available for a movable column in Kurram. It 
therefore became necessary to decide whether a gari'ison 
should be left in Matun Fort, or whetlier arrange- 
should be made for the administration of the 
district by a native representative, aided by the 
niunidipal maliks. The question involved the following 
considerations : 
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I. — Any garrison left in Khost must be of sufficient 
strength to hold its own, if attacked by a 
combination of the powerful Mangal and 
Jadran tribes. 

II. — It should not, therefore, be less than a re^ment 
of native infantry, with two guns and a 
scjuadron of ca\'alry. 

III. If a garrison of this strength were deducted 

from the Kurrarn Valley Field Force, there 
would be no ineans of forming a movable 
column after providing for the Kurrarn 
garrison, and for an advanced post at Ali 
Khel in the event of an advance to Kabul 
being ordered, 

I V. - Any garrison left in Khost might hamper future 

operations. 

V. -On the other hand it was desirable politicall}' 
to keep a firm hold on Khost, which is a 
very important district, and might become a 
focus of dangerous intrigue against any settled 
governme»it in the Kurram Valley. 

I’he balance of the argument was against an occupa- 
tion, and Major-ticneral Roberts finally decided not to 
leave a garrison, but to place Shahzada Sultan .Jan, 
Extra Commissioner in the Punjab, a Saddo/ai gentle- 
man of birth and a Sunni Muhammadan, likely to be 
acceptable to the Khostw.als, in charge of the Khost 
district, supported by an adequate body of native levies, 
and associated in his administrative duties with the 
chief maliks- of Khost. 

General Roberts did not disguise from himself the 
possibility of a rising of the neighbouring tribes, which 
might necessitate the abandonment of the post ; but he 
considered that the reoccupation of the valley would be 
now easy, and that Shahzada Sultan Jan could alw.ays 
escape to the neighbouring post of Hazir Pir. 

Having decided on this course, a darbar was held on 
the 26th January, when the chief malikH of Khost were 
received, together with the Jirgm- of the Mangals and 
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Makhbils. It was explained to the people that instead 
of leaving regular troops in the fort, it liad been deter- 
mined to entrust the peace of the valley to the inhabi- 
tants themselves and to levies raised for the purpose. 
Shahzada Sultan Jan was introduced to them as their 
governor, and they were advised to keep the hill tribes 
in check, since it could not be prcter\ded that these 
latter could come down in any numbers through their 
lands without their support or, at least, connivance. 

Certain headmen were selected for the management 
of the different .sections in Kliost, vvlio would receive 
cash allowances from the revenue. Meanwhile some 
flaO 'feri levies, mounted and on foot, ari’ived from 
Kurram, and to them some .50 Jajis of Maidan, 20 
Wazirs, some Kliostwal levies were added, and the fort 
(Inly handed over. 

The Khost Column then' began its march from 
.Matun towards Ila/ir Pir on the 28th .Fanuary, using 
the southern route, 'fhe column had only reached 
Sapri, twelve miles distant, wlien a rejjort arrived from 
Shahzada Sultan Jan that an attack on Matun b’ort was 
imminent ; that he had summoned the headmen of 
Khost to his assistance in defending tlie post, but that 
they liad only partially resjjondcd to his call ; also that 
he did not consider it probable that lie could retjiin a 
hold on the country after the column had left the 
neighbourhood. 

The hostility of the tribesmen being thus sf) clearly 
demonstrated, the General deteritiined to avoid further 
complications in the immediate future by abandoning 
the Khost Valley to the management of its owm ma/iks- 
for the present. He considered it necessary to return 
to Matun in order to withdraw’^ Sultan .fan and his 
escort in safety, and he accordingly marched back on 
the 30th .fanuary, taking with him — 

No. 2 Mountain Battery. 150 men 72u(l llighlandors. 

Stjuadron 10th Ilussai-s. j 28th Punjab Infantry. 

'.rhis eolumn reached Matun early the same morning, 

9 
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where it was found that the Mangals and Jadtans had 
collected in considerable numbers. After removing the 
Shahzada and the Teri levies, and clejiring the fort of 
all supplies, the column began its return march to Sapri 
about noon, 'fwo squadrons of cavalry under Colonel 
Gough moved forward towards the hills north of Matun, 
where the enemy were assendded, and covered the M'ith- 
drawal of the mountain battery and infantry. 

'rhe tribesmen descended into the plain as if to 
attack the column, but they were easily repelled by the 
dismounted fire of a troop of cav^alry, and no serious 
tajllision took place. 'Fhe troops reached Sapri at 
4 p.m., and on the following day the whole column 
marched to llazir l*ir without further interruption. 

The return of the Khost Column allowed the pro- 
posed redistribution of troops for the winter to be 
carried out. These included the following movements : 

(i) — 1 squadron 10th Hussars to liawalpindi (4th Fubruary). 

(ii) — Lott wing S!)th Punjab InfVintry from Hazir l*ir to Thai 
(Jind February). 

(iii) — 1 conqwuiy 29tli Punjab Infantry from Thai to Ahmnd-i- 

Shania (4th Fobruary). 

(iv) -1 eouqiany 21st Punjab Infantry to Julamia to work on 

road (4tVi February). 

(y ) — Detaehuionts 2-8th Foot from llazir Pir and 'I'hal to 
Kohat (6th February). 

(vi)--2 coinpanies 21st, Punjab Infantry to Halesh Khcl to 
relieve 12th llengal Cav.alry. 

(vii) — 12th Hengal Cavalry from Balesh Kliel to Hazir Pii’. 
(viii)-*-No. 2 Mountain Battery and 28th Punjab Infantry to 
ae«;umpany hcad-<jU)U’ters Field f'oroe to Ali Khel. 

No further forward movements were contemplated 
at present ; tlie troops in the various posts were occupied 
in improving their winter quarters, whilst the con- 
struction of a second road from "riial to Kurram along 
the left bank of the river was being puslied forward 
by the 23rd Pioneers. 

During the absence of the column in Khost, on the 
7th January, reports were recciA ed of iutende<l attacks 
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by the Mangals on the Paiwar Ivotal and Ali Khel 
posts, and arrangements were made for supporting tliose 
phices ; but the tribesmen disappeared witiiout hostile 
}u;tion, and the movements W'hich had been ordered were 
cancelled. 

On the 1st Febmary Sardar Wali Muhammad Khan, 
accompanied by scA’^eral chiefs of the IjOgar Valley, 
visited the head-quarters camp. He was met half a 
mile from the camp by the Major-General and stall’. 
A company of the 28th Punjab Infantry was drawn 
up on the sides of the main street of the head-quarters 
camp, at the top of which stood tlic durbar tent, in 
which he was recei\’ed. i\fter a short conversation, 
Wali Muhammtid was condutded to his quarters, and 
dined W'ith the Mjijor-General commanding in the 
evening. C’olonel Waterfield, the J*oliti(?al Otlicer, tlid 
not enter into any politieal conversation wdth the sardar, 
hut merely formal courtesies were exchanged, as it was 
considered advisable that Wali Muhammad should have 
direct communication with none but the politieal 
authorities at .falalabad, for which place the sardar 
staited on the 4th February, escorted by a squadron 
of the 10th Hussars, who were about to join their 
regiment with the Peshawar Valley Field Force. 

On the 6th February the General left Hazir l*ir on 
a tour of inspection to Kun'am Fort, examining the 
new line of communication along the left bank, wdiieh 
was making rapid progress, and w'hich rendered the 
troops independent of any rise in the river. It had the 
further advantage of lying throughout its course in 
I'eri territory. The hospital, barracks, and commissariat 
depots at Kurram w^ere inspected ; these were being 
roofed in, and the work was nearly complete ; the whole 
of the 72nd Highlanders were comfortably hutted, as 
well as about three-quarters of the Gurkhas, the tents 
of the remainder being pitched inside the enclosure of 
die smaller fort, where they w^ere sheltered from the 
cold winds. The hospitals for both Europeans and 
Natives were complete, the patients haidng very good 
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accoininodiition of lair size, warmed by open fireplaces. 
I'he commissariat sheds w-erc capable of containing 
3.5,000 maiinds of dour, with space for other supplies. 
The ordnance depot was established in the keep of the 
larger fort, where the treasure chest (under Ma-jor 
Moriarty) was also kept. 

On the 7th the head-quarters moved on to Habilj 
Kala. 'Phe road from Kurram to the foot of thePaiwar 
was already completed, and camels could now- travel 
from 'Phal to the l^aiwar Kotal without tra^'ersing 
the Darwazagai defile. SnoM’ had fallen on tJie Paiwar 
range, and the Creneral proceeded on the 8th by the 
Spingawai route to the head-<juai-ters of the 2nd Prigadc. 
The defensive w'orks on the Paiwar Kotal had now been 
perfected, the right of the position being held by the 
2nd Punjab Infantry. The delences at this end con- 
sisted of a strong log barricade arranged so as to suit 
the contour of the bill, and affording fair defilade shelter 
from the heights which command it, as well as being 
a formidable obstacle against any assailant. 'Phe hill, 
sweeping round in a convex curve towards the most 
likely approach of an enemy, permitted by its shape the 
construction of a bustioned breastwork, which gave an 
admirable flaiik fire to the continuation of the line of 
defence on the west of the hill, along which a good 
patliAvay had been made. 

The 2-8th Fcwt and (i-3. Royal Artillery, had been 
comfortably hutted at the Paiw'ar Kotal. There was an 
excellent hospital, and a recreation-room had been 
constructed, wdiile the sentry boxes were well protected 
from the weather. 

'I'he men of the native infantry w'ere not all provided 
vnth huts, but their tents, being mider sheds mtide of 
pine branches, w'ere free from snow. A great extent of 
forest had been cleared away, which materially increased 
the defensive power of the place, by exposing to the 
rifle fire of the defenders the hillsides in the vicinity of 
the breastworks. (lood roads had been made, and 
every auxiliary that military engineering science could 
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apply from the ineuTis ;it hand had been added to fortify 
the position by the Royal Engineer odieers and the 
sappers and Avorking parties under tliem. 

In tact, as regards its defences, the l*aiwur Kotal 
eould now be eonsidered secure from any attack of 
Mangals or other hill tril)es, and witli an increase to its 
garrison could easily be lield against disciplined troops 
liirnished with artillery. 

On the Util the General inspected the Zabardast 
Kala detachments ; and finding the men there most 
uncoinfortable and the hoi’scs in bad condition, the cold 
being severe, he ordered the troops to be withdrawn, 

: 

The l^th lieiigjil (Juviilry to Ha/.ir Pir. 

The 5ind Piiujal) Infantry t.») liabih Kala. 

The fiSth Punjab Infantry to I’aibrar Kotal. 

It was decided that 11.5 riHes of the 28th I’unjab 
Infantry should be ordered to Ali Khol, Avhich is lower 
down the valley of tlie 1 lariab, then (jovered with snow, 
and in a better situation for an adv^anced post than 
Zabardast Kala. 'riiese troops, under a liritish oflicer, 
were to be .stationed in a fortified post and furnished 
with 2o() rounds per man. The /Vssistant Political 
Officer, Mr. Christie, w.as also stationed at Ali Khel, so 
that this detachment was not likely to be attacked 
without previous information being received. 

On the 12th February the Major-General and staff 
returned to Kurrara, and spent some days inspecting 
posts at Ibrahimzai, Hazir l*ir, and Ahmad-i-Shama, 
whither lieutenant C. IM. h'itzgerald vv'as ordered to 
take two companies 2lst Punjab Infantry to work on 
the right bank road. 

From Kurram Majjor-tieneral Roberts proceeded to 
'-fhal, where he inspected the contingents supplied to the 
British Government by the Chiefs of Patiala, Nabha. 
Faridkot and Nahan, viz. 1,700 infantry, 5.50 cavalry, 
7 guns, under Rrigadier-GeneraV \Vatson. I’his 
force proved to be a fine body of meii, iikely to be of 
great v^alue for post work at the different stations when 
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the intended forward movement of the Kurrara Column 
should take place. 

During the remainder of February the Major- 
General and staff continued to move up and down the 
line of coramuniciations ; the health of the troops con- 
tinued good on the whole; great progre.‘;s v.cis made 
meanwhile in road-making, all the available troops being 
employed for the purpose, and two roads from Thai to 
Kurram, one on each side of the river, were completed. ‘ 

The collection of supplies at Kurram was continued 
with energy, and by the 1st March nearly two months’ 
.stores were available, while all the troops about the 
Paiwar were provisioned up to the end of the month. 

An advanced depot was constructed at Ali Khel, a 
considerable quantity of stores having been conveyed 
thither by camels and mules furnished by the Jiji and 
I'eri tribesmen. Similarly, some additional 1,500 
camels and bullocks of the Kurram district were 
employed in transporting stores from Thai to Kurrani. 
No military escorts w'ere sent with these loads, which 
nevertheless were delivered with great regularity. The 
Punjab Chiefs’ Contingent furnished about tw^o-thirds 
of such escorts as were required for convoys, and per- 
formed the duty in a most satislactory manner. 

On the 9th and 10th March the Field Force head- 
quarters proceeded tow'ards Thai to meet Sir F. P. 
Haines, the Commander-in-Chief in India, who was on 
his w'ay thither from .Talalabad. Major-General Roberts 
arrived at Thai on the 18th, and the Commander-in- 
Chief, with the Army Head-quarters Staff, on the 18th. 
On the same day the Commander-in-Chief reviewed the 
Punjab Chiefs’ Contingents, under Brigadier-Genei'al 
Watson, numbering about 2,000 men with 7 guns, 

The Nabha Contingent had just received orders to 
march to Balesh Khel, 35 miles from Thai, a point on 
the line of communications veiy liable to attack by the 
Masozai, Zaimukht, and other hostile tribes. 

* For dispossitioa ot'tbe Kurram V'alley Field Force or tlie 24th Februaryr 
see Apjpeiidix: VHt 
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'[’here the ineii ol‘ the contingent entrenched their 
camp with great care and skill, bniiding three towers in 
it, so that at any time they could move out, leaving the 
camp to be defended by 1 00 men. I'hey patrolled the 
roads, and liirnislied guards to protect some 3,000 
commissariat camels sent to Balesh Khel to graze. 
Though never attacked, they were often threatened, and 
at times harassed by small marauding parties. 'Fhey 
remained at Balesh Khel till their return home in June. 

From I'hal Sir Frederick Haines moved uj) the 
Kurram Valley to tlie Faiwar Kotal, in.specting all 
the posts on the road, and returning to Thai on the 
30th March. 

As April opened preparations for a forward move- 
ment were renew'ed with energy. The post at v\1i 
Khel was strongly entrenched, for the protectioji of tlic 
tiommissariat storehouses ; orders M^ere issued for the col- 
lection there of supplies for two montlis for the British 
and one month for the native troops of the advaiuje 
(X)lumn ; 120 miles of telegraph wire was also sent 
forward, and tw'o Gatlings and a battery of ncAV pattern 
screw guns. A ba.se hospital was established on the 
Baiwar Kotal. On the .'Ith April the Field Force head- 
quarters moved from Paiwar over the kotal, to an 
admirably situated plateau 4 miles east of iVli Khel. 
On the 10th April the 02nd Highhmdcrs marclied into 
Kurram from Thai about 800 strong, accompanied by 
drafts from the 72nd, and by the J 3th April the Field 
Force, brigaded as follows, w’as concentrated on the Ali 
Khel plateau : 

1.?/ Divmo/t, ItcmTc. 


1st Brigade 


Brigade 


Artillery 


{ 

{ 

{ 


T2nd Highlanders. 

28th Punjab Infantry. 

5th Gurkhas. 

92nd Highlanders. 

6th Punjab Intantry. 

21st Punjab Infantry. 

F-x\, Royal Horse Artillery. 
Nos. 1 and 2 Mountain Bat- 
teries, 


! 23rd Pioneers, 
i 7th Company Sappers 
and Miners. 

i 

I Cavalrt/ Brigtulr. 

1 s(|uadrou 9th 1 .ancers. 
12th Bengal Cavalry. 

1 14tli Bengal lianeers. 
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Tlic iiTiportimce of placing the posts along the line 
of conniinnic«tions lietween Thai and Ali Khel in u 
defensil)le state was fully understood by General Jloberts 
and his engineers. i\ t Thai a post was established on a 
plateau about aOO yards from the bank of the Kunani 
Hivx*r. The post was calculated to hold a battalion of 
native infantry, a wing of native caivalry, half a battery 
of artillery, and two companies of Jlritish infantiy. 
'Fhe plateau on wdiich it stood is scarped naturally on 
three sides about 40 feet above the river, and it Avas 
surrounded wdth a low% roughly built stone wall, 
iriegular in trace and conforming to the nature of the 
ground, 'rhe position was capable of offering resistance 
to any force likely to be brought against it. 

At the posts of Sapri, Manduri, Alizai, Shinak, and 
Halesh Ivhel there w'ere fortified sera/.s ; and in fiddition, 
at the last post was the entrenched camp of the Nabha 
(Contingent. /\t VVali-dad Kala, the last post before 
Kurram Fort w'as reached, was a similarly fortified 
serai. 

Ivurrani “fort” consisted of two native forts connected 
by a good road and situated about 600 yards one from 
the other, near the present village of Ahmadzai and 
1 mile north of the river. 

The fortifications of the I^aiw^ar cantonment (Habib 
Kala) consisted of san^ared entrenchments. 

'i'he PaiAvar Kotal position is 6 miles distant from 
Habib Kala. T'he extremely mountainous nature of the 
entrenched position rendered it necessary to fomi four 
separate posts, distant about a (juarter of a mile from 
each other. I'hey wxre protected by blockhouses and 
breast w'orks of timber and stone or earth on theAvestern 
or exposed side. The troops Avere quartered in huts. 
The stores were placed in tents oA-er AAdiich rough sheds 
of unheAvn timber vvei e ei’ected. 

At Ilian Khel and Ali Khel there were entrenched 
camps, the latter of which had been laid out with great 
care, since the position was one of great strategic im- 
portance, commanding as it does tlie entrance to the 
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Ha/fir Darukht defile leading to the Sluiturgardan Pass, 
and the approaches iip the Kavaia stream from the 
iMangal country ; it also served to eo\'er the garrison at 
the Paiwar Kotal from any sudden advance of Alglian 
tioops across the Shutargardan. 

'i'he month of April passed without incident. 

No intimation was received regarding the advance 
of the Field Force ; but the jjrcparations Ibr it were 
nevertheless continuetl, both in road-making and col- 
ksdiiig supplies and fortifying the advanced post at 
Ali Kbel. Practice was also carried tm with the 
(iatling guns, whilst reconnaissances in all directions 
were made when practictable. 

Important reinforcements were received during the 
month, including the <)7th Foot and the 11th 11. 1.,' 
the former of Avliicb was employed under direction of 
Major Collet in laying out a new gun road between 
Zabardast Kala and over the high ground through the 
village of Bilut, opening cojnmimicatioji with the 
entrance of the l.akiU’ai Pass. VV'^ith the ()7th Foot 
came half C'-4, Royal Artillery, bringing with it tbirty- 
sev'en elephants to (tarry the !)-pr. guns over the passes. 

On the 2.‘lrd April a committee was appointed to 
select a site for a cantonment betw'^een tlie Paiwar and 
Ivurram, and a spot near Shalozan wais finallv decided 
upon. 

The month of May was ecjually undisturbed by any 
hostile incident, and closed with the announcement of 
the Treaty of Peace with the new Amir, signed at 
GandamaK on the 2()th. Major-Cieneral R(iberts took 
advantage of this unbroken trancpiillity to enlarge the 
geographical knowledge of the valley of the Upper 
IvuiTain, and of the passes which connect that district 
with Kabul and independent temtories. Such explora- 
tions were conducted under exceptionally favourable 
circumstances, for the people were inclined, apparently, 
to view without suspicion the endeavours of the British 

* Tlie IHiiijii}) Infantry^ who had siuffeved much Ironi expo-sure, were 
witlidrawn tVom tlie Kurrarn Foire, 
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to make themselves aef[uainled with the territories 
which had been assigned to their rule by the treaty. 

On the .5tli May a reconnaissance was made to the 
top of tlie Shutargardan l^ass, and on the l*2th live 
reconnoitring parties were employed simultaneously on 
the range of lulls between the Paiwar Kotal and the 
Mangiar l*ass. On the 1st June General Roberts 
made a reconnaissance to the I^akarai Pass, where the 
road passes over the Safed Koh, which forms the water- 
shed on the M'cstern side of the Hariab I'alley. 'I'lie 
primary object was to join hands with the Khyber 
Field Force, but the party from (iandamak did not 
succeed in getting through the Babar Ghilzai territory. 
J'hc route from the Hariab was found to be difficult, 
and indeed impassable for an army, unless considerable 
labour was expended in improving it. I'he ascent to 
the kotal lies through dense forest, and is very .steep. 
The summit of the pass is overhung by precipitous 
cliffs, and is so narrow that it could be easily blocked. 
It is broken into four small ridges, or kotals, which of 
course would facilitate its defence. The descent on the 
western side appeared to be even steeper than the 
ascent, and the road beyond, as far as could be seen, 
was closed in by hills, and seemed to be most unsuitable 
for the passage of troops in the face of an enemy. 

On the ’ind the Major-General, with an escort of 
No. 2 Mountain Battery and a wing each of the 92nd 
Highlanders and .'Jth Gurkhas, marched to the village 
of Dabuzai, about three-quarters of a mile from the 
right bank of the Karaia. 'rhence he visited the prin- 
cipal settlements of the Ahmad Khels in the lower 
part of the Sirkai V’^alley, and on the following day 
he explored the range of hills above the left bank of 
that stream. “ The view fr’om this range was,” says 
General Roberts, “extremely interesting, for tlnough 
the country lying at our feet will be found, as I believe, 
the easie.st commercial and military route between 
Afghanistan and India. All the intbnnation which I 
have succeeded in obtaining regarding the road describes 
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it as fairly level and capable of })ein^ made a good road 
for wheeled carriages without ditticiilty. It is said that 
the late Amir Slier Ali brought his bullock guns into 
Ivurram by this route.” 

On the 6th June the reconnaissance moved from 
.(Vli Khel over the Istiar Pass to the villages of Istiar, 
and thence to Karaia. 'Phis pass is between the Paiwar 
and the Sapri defile, and although not so dillicult as 
the latter, can never be made as practicable as the 
Paiwar. The Cieneral had now seen all the passes over 
the Paiwar range, and had no doubt that when the 
time came to carry a cart-road over it, the best line 
would be found to be tliat at the Spingawai, which 
presented no very serious dilficulties. 

On the 8th a reconnaissance was made with the 
12th Bengal Cavalry up the valley of the Uushan stream 
in the Chakmanni country. The tribes in these villages 
had not at first been friendly, but had now come in and 
made submission, with offers of service, and it was 
hoped that the reconnaissance would cause the sub- 
mission of the Mangal tribe, as a whole. 

“ On the 9th June,” says General Roberts in his 
despatch, “escorted by the 12th Bengal Cavalry, 1 
reconnoitred the valley which forms the principal 
entrance to the hilly district inhabited by the 
Makhbils. 

“ This independent tribe has not had ranch inter- 
course with us since we entered the Kurram territory ; 
but just before I left Ali Khel, a deputation from the 
tribal council arrived at our camp expressing their desire 
to live on good terms. The men were hospitably enter- 
tained, and accompanied us to Karaia. At their 
invitation, 1 visited the valley; and we were received 
with every expression of goodwill. The maliks havx* 
agreed to take Captain Woodthorpe to the top of one 
of the highest peaks in their territory, from which, they 
say, the whole country can be seen, and promised to 
conduct him back to Kurram by a new route, which we 
have hot yet explored. The Makhbil villages, which 
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we saw, woi*e poor hamlets belonging to the Warukhi 
section oF the tribe, but the valley was M'ide and open, 
and ])rescnted tio military obstacles. 'I'lie Makhbil tribe 
will remain independent of our rule ; but J gladly 
took advantage of the opportunity to cultivate friendly 
relations with tliem, and to extend our acquaintance 
with tlie topography of the country. 

“ It will be obser\ ed that these reconnaissances have 
all been executed with the active co-operation of the 
people themselves. 'I’o use their own expression, they 
have lifted to us the pcmhi (curtain) of their country, 
and they have taken a curious pleasine in pointing out 
to me the particular places they had intended to defend, 
if we had entered the country as an enemy. The 
results will, no doubt, possess a political, in addition to 
their geographicjd value, and will, 1 ha\’e a confident 
hope, conduce materially towards tlie permanent tram 
quillity of this district. In a military point of view, 
the local knowledge we have gained cannot fail to be 
useful.’' 

On tlie 1.5tli .lime Major-General Roberts marched 
witli three guns of No. I Alountain Kattery, 200 sabres 
of the 12th Bengal (Cavalry, and 200 rifles of the .5th 
Runjab Infantry to the boundary of the Chakmanni 
territory, 'riiere tlie troops were left in support and 
the General and stafl', accompanied by a hadraga or 
safe-conduct, proceeded some 8 miles from camp to visit 
the .Mangal villages of Laji. It soon became evident, 
however, that the tribesmen were hostile and not under 
the control of the Ixidraga. It w^as, therefore, detei’- 
mined to retire, and a message was sent to the officer 
in charge of the troops to move up the valley to support 
the reconnaissance. 'I'his was done ; and although the 
Mangals fired a few shots, wounding a havildar and 
a maUk of the Hasan Khel .lajis, and followed the 
party a short distance, the march back to Karaia was 
accomplished without further interruption. The recon- 
naissances were now completed, and the General on the 
tbllowiiig morning marched to Shalozan, to supervise 
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tlie arrangements in progress for liutting tlie troops at 
that place, and to give the troops and trans})ort animals 
a much-needed rest. 

One or two imfortimate outrages marked the end of 
June and the beginning of the month of .luly. 

On the 2.5th Juno Dr. W. R. Smyth, of the Indian 
Medieval Department, was murdered by robbers ncju- 
the ftcrai at Sapri wlien on his way to 'Phal. 'Die 
crime had no political significance, but the ofleudcn- M'as 
traced to the Wata/ai div ision of the Zaimukhts. 

On the 28t]i June some working parties of the 1 1th 
and 21st Bengal Infantry, wJicn cutting brushwood 
near Balesh Khel, were fired into; and two of th(‘ 
numlier, who were beyond the picquets, were killed by 
Massuzai Orakzais. Some camels also were fired on 
when grazing, and other unprovoked attacks were made 
in the same neighbourliood, at the instigation, as it 
was supposed, of persons who lived in Sadda and 
Durani. Accordingly Cieneral Roberts ordered IJeu- 
tenant-Colonel M. H, Heatheote, Road C'ommandant, 
to surprise and surround Sadda with troops, to seize all 
the Massuzai and Alisherzai Or.akzais living within its 
limits, and to dcjiort them to Kohat. 'Phis order was 
successfully executed on the *J()th .lunc, when seventevai 
men were aiTCsted and sent to be lodged in the Kohat 
jail. The effevjt was good, and the headmen of Sadda 
afterwards came up to head-quarters on the Paiwar 
Kotal to express their contrition, and to pray for the 
release of the prisoners. They vv'ere told that this would 
not be done until the whole firgas of tlie Massuzai 
and iVlisherzai divisions or clans of the Orakzai tribe 
made their submission. In the meantime Balesh Khel 
Was strengthened w’ith three guns of No. 1 Mountain 
Battery. 

' The general health of the troops in the Kurram 

alley was good. A few sporadic cases of cholera 
occurred at Thai, but it did not assume an epidemic 
form. Its presence, however, determined the Major- 
General to delay the departure to the lower country 



142 END OF THE FIRST CAMPAIGN 

beyond Thai of the British troops, who had hitherto 
been quite free from the disease. 

The climate of the valley Avas good, the heat never 
excessive, and at Shnlozan it was quite cool by the end 
of July. 

The mortality amongst the camels, however, was 
very great, in consequence of which General lioberts 
recommended that the regimental organisation of trans- 
port should be broken up and that the animals should 
be collected at 'i'haJ, where good grazing was procurable. 

J'he Major-General also urged the itnportance of 
completing a cart track from 'Fhal, and he advocated 
the laying down of a tramway or light railway from 
Rawalpindi or Kohat to Ivurram, repeating his belief 
that the natural line for traffic between India and Kabul 
Was through the Kurram Valley, 

Excellent political i-elations had been formed wdth 
Padshah Khan, the chief of the (ihilzais near the 
Shuturgardan, and our most advanced outpost at Ali 
Khel, in the ITariab Valley, was entirely free from any 
annoyance by the tribesmen. This satisfac^tory arrange- 
ment was undoubtedly of material assistance in the 
advance of the following autumn. 

On the 23rd July Major-General lioberts took leave 
of the Field Force and proceeded to Simla, and with 
this event the first campaign in the Kurram Valley may 
be said to have terminated.’ 

‘ For iJislribiition of Vroop'^ o»i tlie roiirlusiofi of tin* rairipiiigu, 
Appendix \'I II. 



CHAPTER V 

OI’BRATIONS OK IHK l-’lEIJ) KOHCH IN SOlil'IIKKN' 

Al-XillAMSTAN KROM OCTOHEK, ia7», TO AlHil'SK, 1879. 

()\ the 27th September, 1878, tlie appointment of 
iMajor-General M. A. S. Riddulpli, c.u., to tlu; coin- 
uiand of the Quetta Reinfbreement ' was sanetioned by 
the Government of India ; and t he following instruetions 
were Issued by the Adjutant-General in India to Cieneral 
lliddulph : 

“ [ am directed by the Commander-in-Chief to 
inform you that, with the sanction of Government, you 
liave been appointed to command the troop.s now at 
or proceeding to Quetta. His Excellency desires to 
impress upon you that the force you are aliout to 
command not being in British territory, but in the 
country of a friendly prince, all recpnsitioiis for supply, 
or demands of any description on tlie Government or 
people, must be made through the British political 
officers .attached to the Agency. To gain the goodwill 
of the ruler', chiefs and inhabitants of Baluchistan must 
he to you and to the ofKcers and men under your com- 
mand a matter of primary importance. 

“ Y ou will, at as early a date as possible, place 
yourself in immediate communication with Major 
Sandeman, the Govemor-Generars Agent for Baluclii- 
f^tan. His Excellency cannot too forcibly impress 
upoti you the necessity of cordially co-operating with 
tliat officer in every object tending to further the views 
of Go^emment. 

“ Political considerations bearing on our position in 

* jfUfj. p. 5. 
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Balucbistfin must guide your disposition of the force, 
subject only to critical necessity and the safety of the 
troops. 

“ 'I’he concentration of forces at Quetta is strictly 
a defensive measure, necessitated by present political 
complications with A fghanisttin, and its command will 
impose on you the maintenance of Quetta with the 
integrity of the Baluch country, and the covering of 
your lines of (lommiini cation. It is impossible to foresee 
contingencies which may present themselves ; but his 
Excellency has full confidence in your judgiTient, and 
retjuircs of you to remain strictly on the defence, or 
rather in such a dcfensivc-olFensive attitude as, in 
case of hostile demonstrations in your immediafe 
vicinity, Avould restrict action, without orders from the 
C'lommander-in-Chief, to within a day's march of Baluch 
territory. 

“ On no account, hoAvcver, is the boundary of Baluch 
territory to be crossed, or offensive initiative resorted to 
in the fii’st instance, without the autliority of Govern- 
ment received through the Cornmander-in-Chief. The 
force at Quetta should be so disposed as to enable a 
small body to protect the depots and permit the 
remainder of the troops to remain in the Held. Care 
must be taken to secure the best available accommoda- 
tion lor a general loscrve hospital at Quetta, as also to 
provide for large depots of ordnance and commissariat 
stores. Whilst providing for these immediate require- 
ments, you must bear in mind the likelihood of some 
3,000 men being permanently cantoned at Quetta. 

“ 'fhere is no point which will demand more atten- 
tion than tlie protection of soldiers, followers, and 
animals from the vicissitudes of climate. Every 
endeavour must be made to secure for tdl, at the 
earliest date, the warm clothing, blankets, and neces- 
saries sanctioned by Government, and constant inspection 
be applied to insure that the same are maintained, and 
that all available shelter in the way of huts or tents is 
secured for their protection. 



145 


BIDDULPH AT MUI.TAN 

“ Experience has shown the necessity of providing 
tor intercourse, for purposes of trade and barter, between 
the people of the country and the soldiers and followers 
of our camps. To protect villagers and ensure order, a 
non-commissioned officer, British or Nativ^e, of the 
provost marshal’s establishment, must invfiriably be told 
od'for duty at the market allotted for the purpose. 

“ The strictest discipline must be maintained amongst 
followers. 'I'hey should be prohibited from entering 
villages and wandering about beyond prescribed limits 
or in unfrequented tracts, (irass- cutters and camels 
must invariably proceed in a body under escort, and in 
such directions as, after consultation with the politic‘al 
authorities, you may indicate. 

“ In conclusion, I am desired to remind you of the 
necessity of impressing on all economy in the expendi- 
ture of ammunition, and of constant supervision over 
the maintenance of supply and reserve, as, although 
individually only occupied by you, eventualities may 
hereafter cause Quetta to become a most important 
post for the re-equipment and supply of other troops.” 

Major-CJeneral Biddulph reached Multan on the 
Sth October, whence, after opening the sealed orders 
which awaited him there, he prot;eeded immediately to 
Rajanpur. Here he was joined by a portion of the 
head-quarters staff, and with the assistance of Mr. Fryer, 
the rSeputy Commi-ssioner, all possible arrangements 
were made for the supply of tlie troops on their march 
to Quetta. On the 2()th October the Major-General 
and staff, with Mr. Fryer, started for Quetta xici Lehri 
and the Bolan Pass, marching as far as Lehri in company 
with E-4, Royal Artillery, and the 70th Foot. Some 
stages of this march presented exceptional difficulties 
for the passage of artillery. Moreover, the 70th Fool 
were hampered by a large and increasing sick list, in 
eoiisequeiice of which, at Mr. Fryer’s suggestion, both 
the above corps handed over their provision columns, 
numbering about 050 camels, to be conducted by 
Mazari escorts. Arriving at Lehri, General Biddulph 

10 
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left the troops to continue their march, and pushed 
rapidly on to QuettJi, which place he reached on tJie 
9th November. 

The situation there at the time of his arrival was not 
encouraging ; the garrison was too small for its position, 
and had been further weakened by effects of the feverish 
influences always present at the close of the hot weather. 
Moreover, the faulty position of the cmitonments was, 
at a critical time like the present, a constant cause of 
alarm and watchfulness. Not only did the close neigh- 
bourliood of the Kakar Iwrder, and of a considerable 
range of hills, afford opportunity for the secret maturing 
of hostile movements, but even tlie main roads between 
Kandahar and Kalat were not covered by the station. 

I'he duties which first engaged the attention of the 
Major-C^enei’al on his arrival, were arrangements for the 
supply and sanitation of the large camp, which was 
.suddenly growing up near the station, and the equipment 
of the troops for field service. With these objects in 
view, and with the assistance of the political officers, 
purchases of all kinds of country produce Avere made ; 
buildings siiitable for the reception of the numerous 
sick were prepared and a base hospital opened ; such 
measures as were possible, in the absence of bildars or a 
proper establishment of sweepers, were taken to provide 
for the cleanliness of the camps and the surrounding 
ground, while roads of some extent between the camps 
were constructed under the direction of Captain VV. 
Bissett, R.E, ; finally the scale of baggage was remodelled 
and the Aveights increased to allow a sufficiency of Avarm 
clothing to be carried both by troops and followers. 

Meanwhile the country was reconnoitred as far as 
Kuchlak, where a depot of supplies Avas opened, and the 
roads as far as the Afghan frontier were examined. 

On the 9th November a telegram Avas received from 
the Quartermaster-General directing a movement to 
be imide into Peshin. This order gave an entirely new 
aspect to the operations of the Major-General, Who 
lost no time in communicating Avith Major Sandeman- 
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‘• And it is due to liim/' writes General Biddulph, '‘to 
say that by his ibrethought, and the energy of himself 
and Mr. Bruce, the Quetta Force was able to take the 
field, and the way paved for the advance of General 
Stewart’s division to follow after.” 

In reply to an enc|iiiry fron) head-quarters, the Major- 
(Teneral announced his readiness to make a forward 
movement with an advance force of 000 men and six 
guns into Feshin territory on the 21st November, and 
into the l^eshin V’alley on the follow ing day. The com- 
position of tlie Quetta and Multan llivisions on tliat 
(late was as follow^s : 


IVAsnAiiAJi LrvK, 
Quelta. DiVisiojK 


Major Gcnoral M. A, S. liicldiilpli, 

II. A 

I.ieiH. S, IJiddulpb, 34th Foot 
Afajor G. Jl. VVolsiley, fiSlli Foot 
Captain R. McG, Stewart, n.A. . 

Captain H. 11. Hanna, Ibaigal 
Staff Corps 

t ’olond H. Moore, (m.k., Bombay 
Staff C^Vn'ps 


Commanding. 

Aide-de-Canip. 

A ssi stn ] 1 1 A ( ij ii tan t- G ei leral, 
Assis tan t Q u a r t o v m a s t e r- 

General. 

I )(?pu t y Assistant <^)uar ter* 

mast(‘r-General. 

Assistant u ar ter m as t e r * 

General Jor spirial duty. 


Medical Departvwnt, 

Itrputy Surgeon-General J. Hend- 
ley, Army Medical Department Principal Mt?dical Officer. 
Surgeon-Major W. G, N. Manley, v.c. 


Covwmmriat Department, 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. S. Lane, Officiating Assistant Com- 
Bengal Staff Corps missary-General. 

Engineer Department. 

Lieuteimnt-Coloiiel W, Ilichens, 

^ * . , , . Commanding Royal Engineer. 

Gptain W. S. S, Bisset, n.E. . Field Engineer. 

L'aptain W. G. Nicholson, u.k. . Field Engineer. 

5th Company Bengal Sappers and Miners. 

Engineer Field Park, 
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AHillerij. 

Ijeuteiiunt-Colonol C. B. Le 

Mesurier .... Conunanding Royal Artillery. 

Lieutenant F. If. G. Ouictkshank Adjutant. 

Major F. V. Eyre . . . Connni.ssnry of ( )rdnana;. 

E-4, Brigade, Royal Artillery . Major T. C. Martelli. 

No. d Mountain Battery, Funjab 

Frontier Foice . . . Capbvin .1. Charles. 

No. *2 Bombay Mountain Battery Captain R. W.aee. 

Ordnance Field Park. 

Cavnlrij. 

Brigadier-General C. If. Palliser, 

e. It., Bengal Staff' Corps . . C<; dint 

Captain H. R. Abadie, 9th Ijan- 

eer.s Brigade-Major. 

1st Punjab Ca\ahy . . . Major (.!. S. Miitrleaii. 

iJn<i Punjab Ctivttlry . . . (.\)lonel T. G. Kennedy. 

drd Sind Horse .... Lienleuant-Colonel J. H. 1‘. 

Maleohuson, 

l,v< Infantrfj Brigade. 

Brigtidier-General R. Ijicy, 59th 
Foot . . . . . Commanding. 

Captain M. 11. Nicholson, Gene- 
ral Iiist, Bombay Jnfatitrv . Brigade- Afajor. 

70lh Foot ..... Colonel If. de R. Pigott. 

19l.h Punjab Infantry. . Colonel E. B. Clay. 

SOtlt Bond)ay Inffintrv (Jacob% 

Riffes) .... Major F. T. Hunifrey. 

2/n/ Infantrxf Brigade. 

Brigtxdicr-General 'P. Nuttall, 

Bombay Staff' Corps . . Commanding. 

Captain W. W. Haywood, 1st 

llattalion, 14th Foot . . Brigade-Major. 

Lst Punjab Infantry . . , Major F. J. Keen. 

2()t.h Punjab Infantry . . . Lieutenant-Colonel M.G. Smith. 

tWnd Punjab Infantry (Pioneens) Lieutenant-Colonel H.Fellowes- 

29th Bombay Infantry (2n(l Lieutenant-Colonel G. Nicho- 
Bahieh Regiment) letts. 
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Multan Divmon, 

iJeiiUtinfUit-Goiieral 1). M. Stew- 
art, C.B., Bengal Staff Corps . Conuuaii(ling. 

Lieutenant N. U. Stewart, (iStli 
Foot . . * . . Aidc-de-C'ainp. 

t’aptain E, Molluy^ Bengal Staff 
Corps . , * . . Interpreter. 

Colonel J. Hills, e.ii., v.e., u.a. . Assistant Adjiitant-tjeueraL 
Major E. F. Chapman, h.a. . Assistant Quartennastor 

Cieneral. 

Major G. V. Prior, lOOth Foot . Deputy Assistant Quarter- 
master-General. 

Captain A, Gaselee, Bengal Staff Deputy Assistant (^hiaiter- 
(Jorps ..... mastcr-General. 

(Viptain U. F. C, A. Tvtler, 

(ieneral last, Infantry . . De|»uty Judge .\dvocatc. 

Medi cal Deparifuen t . 

I )epi it y Surgeon-General A. 

Smith, M.i)., Army Medical 

Department .... Principal IVTedieal Oflieer. 

Commissariat Department. 

( oloriel T. H. Sibley, Bengal 
Staff ( Wps .... Diputy Connnis.sary-General. 
(■olonel M. J. Hrander, Bengal 
Staff Corps .... Assistant (Tnnmissary-Ciencral. 

Engineer Department. 

Colonel R. II. Sankey, k.k. . . Commanding Royal Engineers. 

Major A. I^e Mesiirier, k.e. . Brigade-Major, 

hieutenaiit C. F. Call, r.k. , . Assistant I'^ield Engin<?er. 

lieutenant E. S. E. Childers, r.k. .Assistant Field Engineer. 

Lieutenant G. R. R. Savage, u.e. Superintendent of Field Tele- 
graphs. 

3 companies, Sappers ami Miners. 

Engineer Field Park. 

Artilkri). 

Brigadier-General C. G. Arbulh- 
»ot, e.B., E.A. . . . . Commanding Royal Artillery, 

f^aptain A. D. Anderson, R. A. . Brigade-Major. 

Lolonel E. J, Bruce, e.a. . • Commanding Siege Train. 

Major W, H. Noble, r.a. . . Staff Officer, Siege Train. 

Captain 11, A. Lanning, h.a. . Adjutant. 
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Major C. Cowie, iua. . . . Commissary of Ordnance. 

A-B, Royal Horse Ailillej-v . Colonel D. Macfar-'\ r'. i ■ 

Ian. Colonel A. 

1-1, Royal Artillery . . . Major H.C. Wes. 

I)-2, Royal Artillery . . . Major E. Stavelcy. ’ 

0-4, Royal Artillery . . . Major Sir J. W. 

Campbell, Bt. • 

13-8, Royal Artillery (Siege 
'rrain) ■. . . ‘ . 

10-8, Royal Artillery (Siege 
Traill) ..... 

•5-11, Royal Artillery (Heavy) 


Major E. S. Burnett. 

Major J. H. Blai^kley. 

Major C. C'olling- 

wood. Dawson. 

Major J. A. Tillard 

' Battent'i. 


6-11, Royal Ai'tillery (Heavy) , Major J. A. Tillard 
8-11, Iloyal Artilleiy (Siege 

Train) Major H. H. Murray. 

] 1-11, Royal Artillery(Mouutain) Major N. H. Hanis.J 
Ordnance Field Park. 


Cavalr/f Ht'igade. 

Brigadier-General W. Fane, c.it. . Commanding. 

Captain H. H. F. Gifford, 13th 

Hu.s.sars Brigade- Major. 

j.'jtli JTuswir.s .... (kilonel J. E. Swindler. 

8th Bengal Cavalry . . . Colonel B. W. Ryall.^ 

19th Bengal Ijiiicers . . . (Jolonel 1*. S. Yorke. 

1«< Ivfmitry Brifrtule. 

Brigadier-General R. Barter, 

Bengal Staff Corps . . . Commanding. 

Captain C. M. Stoekley, 2-9th 

Foot Brigade-Major. 

find Battalion 60th Rifles . . Coloi>el J. J. Collins. 

1.5th Sikhs ("olonel G. R. Henneasy. 

25th Punjab Infanti’y. . . Colonel N. Barton. 

2//d Infantry Brigade. 

Brigadier-General R. J. Hughe.'i, 

63rd Foot .... Commanding. 

Captaiji A. G. Handcock, Bengal 

Stivff Corps . . . . Brigade-Major. 

59th Foot .... Major J. Iawsoh. 

1st Gurkha Regiment , Colonel R. S. Hill. 

3rd Gurkha Regiment . Colonel A. Paterson. 

12th Bengal Infantry . . Colonel R. H. Prices 
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As a reserve to General Stewart’s force, a mixed 
division of Bombay and Madras troops was oidered to 
assemble in low'er Sind, composed as follows, to con- 
centrate at Sukkur and Jacobabad : 

Major-Geiicral J. M. Primrose, 

(•.s.i. ..... Coiiimandiiifr. 

Jjeuteiuiiit E. O. F. Hamilton, 
and Foot .... Aide de-(\'im]), 

('oionel K. A. Green . . . Assislfini Acljutant-Gencral. 

Major 1 Joy d .... Deputy Assistant Adjutant- 

General. 

('aptain A. B. Sto{)l‘or<] . . Deputy Assistant Quarter- 

master-General. 

Medical Department. 

Nil. 

C()Uimi.sm7iat Department. 

f jeiite!uint-(^< done! A. M. Shewed Divisiomd Commissariat ( IfJirer 
Enghwer Departmen t. 

Major IjV Mesurier, ii.i:, . . Fi(dd FiUginecr. 

No. 2 (\>inpany Bombay Sa[>pei\s, and 2 companies Madras Sajipers. 

Cavalry Brigade. 

(olotiel J. E. Swindley, 15tl» 

llussai's . . . . . Oojnnianding. 

14Lh Hussars. 

1st Sind Horse ( Boml)ay). 
l-st Madras Cavalry. 

J iiiJkrtj. 

Major W. H. Caine . . . B-B, Royal Horse Artillery. 

Major H. F. Pritchard . . H-l, Royal Artillery. 

Bombay Infantry Brigade. 

brigudier-Cicneral R. Phayre . Coimnanding. 

Major C. J. Burnett . , . Brigade-Major. 

83rd Foot 

1st Bomi)ay Infantry {Grcnmlkrs). 

19th Bombay Intantry. 
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Madras lufanlnj Brigade. 

Brigadier-General A. C. Mac- 

Master Coinmamliiig. 

Captain S. W. Bell . . . Brigade-Major. 

Lieutenant-Colonel C. B. Knowles 67th Foot, 
iiJOth Madras Infantry. 

66th Madras Infantry. 

The forward movement of the several corps from 
Quetta was complicated by the necessity for command- 
ing and medical officers to remain behind to hand over 
the sick in person to the medical charge of the base 
hospital. With a view to carrying out this arrange- 
ment, the first line of troops put into the field was 
composed of detachments, from which every sick or 
ailing man w'as withdrawn ; and the head-quarters were 
left to inov^e with the second line as soon as the 
necessary arrangements could be made. With the 
object also of facilitating the rapid movement of troops 
in all directions, small but ttomplete bodies of all arms 
were formed, whicli were supplied on departure from 
Quetta with seven djiys’ supplies of food and two days’ 
firewood. The commanders of these small bodies were 
advised to keep up their supplies of food, which they 
were very w'ell able to do. 

'fhere being no Commissariat agents, all the 
necessary arrangements for maintaining their supplies 
were to be made by the commanders of colunuis, who 
Avere also to begin purchasing for depots. 

On the 1 9th N^ovember the first forw'ard movement 
was made by a reconnaissance under the Major-General, 
consisting of twm guns of the Bombay IMountain 
Battery, 100 of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, and a wing 
of the 29th Bombay Infantry. On the same day the 
32nd Punjab Pioneers moved to Kuchlak and set about 
making a road over the Margha Kotal. The detach- 
ment mentioned above was on the 20th reinforced by 
two guns of the Peshawar Mountain Battery and a 
wing of the 1st Punjab Infantiy, and on the 22nd 
November, war having been proclaimed against jthe 



RECONNAISSANCE 15» 

Amir, the whole (except the wing of tlie 29Lli llombay 
Infantiy) marched to Huramzai on the Lora Hiver. 
On the 35th November the main body of the force 
inarched to Saiad Yam Karez, and on the 27tli to 
Haikalzai, whence Major-Cieneral Biddulph joined a 
reconnoitring force which had been puslied forward 
from Quetta under Colonel Clay, consisting of two 
and a half battalions, two mountiiin gvms, and two 
s(]uadrons. This reconnaissance extended as lar as 
Klmshdil Khan Kala in the Peshin Valley, wliich was 
reached on 1st December, and the Cenera! returned 
to head-cpiarters at Haikalzai with foil information 
regarding all the outlets from the ]*eshin V'alley. 

Dn the 4th December a reconnaissance under C’olonel 
'f. G. Kennedy, comprising the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 
2()th I’unjab Infantry, and two mountain guns was 
despatched Irom Haikalzai into the I’eshin V^alley, with 
orders to reconnoitre the Khojak, Khojani, lloghani, 
and Gwajha Passes, as well as the road througli tlie 
(ihazarband Pass between Quetta and (fulistan Karez. 

In the meantime the 1st or Multan Division under 
Lieutenant-General D. M. Stewart had been steadily 
ialvancing from Multan and up the Bolan Pass; thence 
the I deutenant-General and staff proceeded rapidly to 
(Quetta, wdiere he arrived on the 8th December, and 
on that date assumed command of the Southern 
Afghanistan Field Force. Brigadier-General C. H. 
Palliser had joined his cavalry brigade, and Brigadier- 
Generals R. liacy and Nuttall assumed command of 
the two infantry brigades of the 2nd (Quetta) Division. 

On the 9th December and following days the force 
at IIaika:lzai made a further advance, and on the 11th 
Ma;ior-General Biddulph in company with laeutenant- 
Colonel J. Browne, ]i.k., and Lieutenant-Colonel W. 
Hichens, Commanding Royal Engineer, visited the 
Khojak Pass and explored the different tracks with a 
view to the selection of the best route for the passage of 
the army across the Khwaja Amran range. 

The two roads in use were that which was made 
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by the British troops in 1839-42, and the route over the 
Gwajha Pass. The latter was much the easier, but 
owing to the difficulty of getting water in sufHcieiit 
quantity for a large number of troops at any time of 
the yefir, and the great probability that there would be 
none at all at two of the halting^places during the hot 
weather, it was determined that the Khojak route 
should be opened. It was decided that the best thing 
to do w'ould be to repair the old British road, which 
had, in the course of some forty years of entire neglect, 
fallen into such a state that the passage of a laden 
camel had become almost impossible. 

Accordingly, on the 12th, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hichens marched from Abdullah Khan Kala, where 
divisional head-quarters had been established, with a 
small column, viz . — 


2 tnins, Peshawar Mountain Uattervl tt i /-< i i i.r j 

50^sab.^-s, and Punjab Cavalry : 

1 1 • I 2nd Pun lab Cavalry. 


1st Punjab Infantry 


Punjab Cavalry. 


This column encamped on the south side of the Khojak, 
about 2 miles below the kotal. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hichens had with him the 5th and 9th Companies, 
Bengal Sappers and Miners, the former extremely weak 
(two years at Quetta having reduced their working 
strength to less than 50 men), whilst the 9th Company 
was also much below its strength. 

Besides them there w^ere the 82nd Pioneers under 
Lieutenant-Colonel H . Fellowes ; a w'orking party of the 
26th Punjab Infantry under Lieutenant-Colonel M. G. 
Smith ; Captain Nicholson, ii.k., with the Engineer 
Field Park ; Lieutenants E. S. Hill and C. Maxwell 
with No. 5, and Lieutenant Sharpe, ii.e., with No. 9 
Company. 

On the 13th December, whilst a squadron of the 
2nd Punjab Cavalry crossed the Khojak and recon- 
noitred as far its Chaman, the majority of the advanced 
brigade under Brigadier-General Nuttall pushed forward 
and occupied the pass, and work on the road at once 
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began ; the Sappers and Miners with the working party 
of the 26th Punjab Infantry worked on the soutli side 
of the kotal, and the Pioneers on the slope towards 
Chaman. Notwithstanding the difficulties of the 
undertaking the work progressed so rapidly that on 
the evening of the 14th I^ieutenant-Colonel Hichens 
was able to report the road fit for cavalry, infantry, and 
baggage animals. Accordingly the small column under 
Colonel Kennedy passed over on the following day with 
450 camels and encamped at Chaman. 

Nevertheless, the slope on the nortli side remained 
terribly steep even for camels, and it was clear to 
laeutenant-Colonel Hichens that, apart, from the 
necessity of keeping this road clear for camel traffic, 
it would be quite impossible to make the descent 
practicable and safe for wheeled artillery in less than 
ten days or a fortnight. He accordingly determined 
to construct a ramp, or slide, down the bed of a w’^ater- 
coiirse which descended tolerably straight from that 
part of the kotal over which the old road ran, and down 
which the guns, limbers, and rvagons could be passed by 
ropes. The slope of this ramp was as much as 29 ' to 
31"' for between 4.50 and 500 feet of its length, after which 
it fell into the bed of a nala with a moderate gradient 
and joined the old camel road some 400 yards lower 
down, from which point the road into Chaman pre- 
sented no difficulties. A broad platform was provided 
on the kotal at the top of the slide, m here guns could 
be placed, and whence the ropes by which they were 
let dorvn were worked by parties of infantry. The top 
of the ramp was turned slightly to the right, in order 
that the guns might not hav'^e to pass over the beam 
and sand-bags which had to be placed there to lessen 
the friction of the ropes ; this turn w^as also in con- 
formity with the natural lie of the ground, and saAX‘d 
much cutting, which would, moreover, have considerably 
cramped the platfonn above. It was at first thought 
that this curve on so steep a slope might present some 
difficulties to the lowering of the guns ; but when 
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properly himdled, they passed down without the smallest 
difficulty. Stiff bollards well strutted and securely 
fixed were placed in pairs at the sides of the ramp, over 
which the ropes could be turned and the sti’ess of the 
pull taken ofll* the working party at the top. Even 
heavy guns could have been let down thus with ease 
and safety. 

Lieutenant-CTeneral D. M. Stewart arrived at 
Abdulla Khan Kala on the 14th December, and on the 
16th visited Chaman with Major-General Biddulph and 
Colonel Hichens. A site for a fortified post was laid 
out there, and the work at once began, after which tlic 
Generals returned to Abdulla Khan Kala, where the 
head-quarters remained for the present. 

On the 21st December the passage of the Khqjak 
by the main body of the 2nd Division began, the troops 
passing by a march of miles from Abdulla Khan 
Kala to Charjat (afterwards styled “Camp Khojak 
J’ass”). 

The field batteries, under the superintendence of 
Jjieutenant-Colonel LiC Mesurier, occupied two days in 
crossing, and the transit could not be effected more 
rapidly. E-4, Royal Artillery, was the first to make 
the passage. The plan adopted was to drive to the 
summit on the first day ; then park all the carriages on 
ground prepared for them at the top of the incline. 
Next day the horses were watered and led to the foot 
of the steep portion of the incline and there picketed ; 
the gunners, assisted by working parties of infantry, 
then proceeded to lower down the ordnance and 
carnages. This was best done by unlimbering the 
carriage and letting each portion down separately by 
means of two long ropes reaching to the bollards at the 
summit. Lieutenant-Colonel Hichens timed No, 2 gun 
E-4, and from the moment of starting from the top of the 
slide to the time when the ropes were cast loose at the 
bottom was 9| minutes; and there was no reason why 
any gun or w'agon should have taken longer. A-B, 
Royal Horse Artillery, also crossed in this manner ; and 
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“ besides these two batteries,” write Ijieutenaiit-Colonel 
Hiehens, “ I-l, Royal Artillery, and its wagons were 
let down without any accident of w hich I have heard,” 

Meanwhile a thorough examination hsid been made 
of the Gwajha Pass over the Khwaja Ainraii range by 
the cavalry of a small column commanded by Brigadier- 
(ieneral G H. Palliser, which ci’ossed the Gwajha on 
the 16th December, bivouacked that night and joined 
the force at Clvaman on the 17th. 

Colonels Le Mesurier,R.A.,and R. H. Sankey,K,K., ac- 
companied this reconnaissance, and tested the possibility 
of making a line suitable for the heavy guns along the 
foot of the Khwaja Aniran range direct from CJwajha 
to Chainan. The distance is about 27 miles, and the 
line was found to be quite unsuited for tlie objects in 
view, although a track w^as met w'ith and water Avas 
abundant in two jdaces, the first at Iskan Khan, 6^ miles 
from Givajha, and the second from a kare:: about the 
same distance short of Chaman and a mile north of the 
debouchure of the Roghani Pass. 

The pass itself, although rendered difficult by heavy 
gradients and the obstruction of rocks projecting from 
the sides or of large boulders, presented no insuperable 
obstacle to the passage of all arms. At the same time 
it w'as evident from the first that the road over the 
Khqjak Pass wxmld be very liable to block if no othtir 
were available for return carriage. It was for three 
reasons particularly necessary to relieve this press\ire: 
first, the want of transport rendered necessary the 
return from the front of the camels of one corps to help 
others or to bring over commLssariat supplies ; secondly, 
convoys of stores arrived daily, the camels of wdiich had 
to be sent back for further supplies after depositing their 
losid at Chaman ; thirdly, a large addition was made to 
the troops of the 2nd Division originally debiiled to 
cross. The 15th Hussars, A-B, Royal Horse Artillery, 
11-11, Royal Artillery, and escort, and 1-1, Royal 
Artillery, and all re.serve ammunition were ordered to 
move by the Khojak. Moreover the 1st Punjab Infantry 
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was now ordered back from the front to Gnlistan Karez, 
thus necessitating an extra return movement, and a loss 
of working power. 

It was decided, therefore, that the Gwajha Pass 
should be improved without delay, and on the 28rd 
December Colonel Saukey, ii.k,, began work with a 
party, 120 strong, of the 32nd Pioneers. Next day the 
rest of the Pioneers, the 2nd Baluchis (29th Bombay 
Infantry), and tlie 9th Company of the Sappers arrived, 
making a total strength of 526, and up to the end 
of the month the work was pushed rapidly forward 
without intermission, so that on the 30th December it 
was practically complete. “ No portion of the road was 
less than 13 feet in width, and the curves were so 
w'idened as to prevent any difficulty being experienced 
by the heavy guns with their long teams of bullocks,” 
writes Coloiiel Sankey. With the exception of tlic 
quarter of a mile immediately west of the kotal, tlie 
gradients were good throughout. Here, however, they 
coidd not be made less in some places than one 
in nine. 

During tliis period work had not slackened on the 
Khojak and at Chamaii, though sickness interfered a 
good deal, and the redoubt at the latter place con- 
sequently progressed but slowly. On the Khojak Pass 
the track was widened, and the gradients so far de- 
creased by zig-zags as to admit of the passage to and fro 
of laden camels. A considerable portion of the road 
through the narrow gorge on the south side was avoided 
by this road, and the traffic was much relieved. 

At the same time the carriage road, since con- 
structed, was laid out roughly under Colonel Hichens’ 
supervision, and a new camel-road, from the point on 
the southern road where the gorge begins to contract, 
was carried over the hill to the right, joining the wheel- 
road near the kottil ; this was a valuable addition to 
the means of transit on this side of the kotal, as the 
worst and narrowest part of the gorge road was avoided 
and the constant pressure there relieved. “This road 
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was suggested and almost laid out,” says liieutenant- 
I'olonel Hiehens, by Major-General Biddiilph, h.a.” 

As soon as this second camel -road was completed, 
all difficulties ceased, and the movement ot‘ troops and 
convoys from both sides went on simultaneously witli- 
out a hitch. 

Meanwhile on the 20th December (ieneral Stewart 
moved his liead -quarters to (hilistan Karez, and on the 
lellowing day orders for the distribution of the Field 
Force were issued as f'ollows : 

1st Division. 

Cavahy/ lirtgadc. 

W. Fane, ('onnnantling. 

15tli llnssMis. I Sill Bengal Cavalry. 

lS)Ui Benpil Lancers. 

Lv/ hifantrj/ Itvigadc, 

Ungadier-diauaal IL Barter, Connnandinjj;’. 

2 (jOlli Hides. I 15th Sikhs. 

I-L Hoyal Artillery. 


2ml Infantryf lingadc. 

Brigatlier-Goneral R. J. ITiighes, Coninianding. 

59th Foot. j 12tli Bengal Inlantry. 

Tst Gurkhas. rinl Gurkhas. 


D-2, Hoyal 


Artillery. 


2nd Division. 

Cavahy/ lingndr. 

Brigadier-General C. II. Palliser, Commanding, 

1st Punjab Cavalry. j 3rd Sind Horse. 

2nd Punjab Cavalry. | A-B, Hoyal Horse Artillery. 

Lvif Infantry Brigade. 

Brigadier-General 11. l^aey. Commanding. 

19th Punjab Infantry. | 32nd Pioneers. 

E-4, Roj^al Artillery. 
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%id Infantry Brigade. 

Brigadier- Geneifil T. Nuttfill, ComniatidiHg. 

Ist Punjab Infantry. !26th Punjab Infantry. 

2nd Sikhs. G-4, Royal Artillery. 

5t)i Company Sappers and Miners. 

Rkskrvk Abtit-Lekv. 

5-11, Royal Artillery. 11-11, Royal Artillciy. 

(J-11, Royal Artillery. No. S (Peshawar) Mountaiji 

Battery. 

No. 2 iIat!olmbad Mountain Battery'. 

During the last tew days of 1878 the remaining 
troops of the 2nd Division were moved across the 
Khojak to Cliaman, leaving a company of tlie 1st 
Punjab Infantry posted at the summit of the pass, 
where they were ordered to hut themselves and make 
a fortified post to guard the communications. 

A field officer was appointed to the special charge of 
the traffic, and definite instructions issued to him for 
the guidance of all concerned. About 900 camels 
could, if necessary, be passed over from the south .side of 
the Khojak daily, and about 700 returning camels could 
cross at the same time. Heliographic communication 
greatly assisted the movement of transport. 

'Fhe I.,ieutenant-(3leneral now' issued Field Force 
Orders for the army to move forward in two columns, 
on separate lines of route, and to converge in the 
'Pakhtapul district. 

'J'he right column was formed by the 2nd Division, 
under (General Biddulph, which was to advance from 
Chaman and tlie Khojak. The left column was com- 
posed of the 1st Division, accompanied by Field Force 
nead-quailers, and w'as to follow the Gwajha route ([wnth 
the exception of A*U, Royal Horse Artillery, I-li 
Royal Artillery, 11-11, Royal Artillery, and the l«5^th 
Hussars, which crossed the Khojak). 

The joint advance guard of the twm divisions w^as 
commanded by Brigadier-General C. H. Falliseri and 
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was divided in turn 
follows: 


Left or iivvajlia ooliinm 
iiiuler Brigiulior- 
Geiioral Pallisor. 


Right or Kliojfik column 
II n d o r C o 1 n ii e 1 
Kennedy, 


into two columns, composed as 

15tli Hiissarsj 1 2;! •^abrcss* 

1st Punjab ( avalry, 230 sabres. 

A-B, Royal Horse- Artillery. 2 guns. 

25tb Punjab Infantry^ 419 rifles. 

;i2nd Pioneers, rifles. 

2nd Halucb Kegi|g^nt^ 2(;6 rifles. 

4ib and 01b t'lmipanies, Sapjiers, 

r 1.5th Hussars, 70 sabres. 

I 2nd Pun jab Cavalry, 200 sabres, 

I ilrd Sind Horse, MO sabres. 

V A-.B, Royal Hm-se Artillery, 2 guns. 


The left column marched on the 1st January, 1879, 
from the vicinity of the Gwajha Pass to Lalgoli Daud 
or lake, on the next day to Kimehai, and on the JJrd 
.January to Shah Pasand, covering about 17 miles eae.h 
day. J'his advance column was ibllow’^ed at one day’s 
interval by the remainder of the 1st Division and Field 
Force head-quarters, which coiisequeutly reached Shah 
Pasand on the 4th .January, whilst the advanced column 
proceeded on that day to Shadezai on the Mel stream. 
The right column left (Old) Chamari on the 2nd 
.January and camped near the bed of the Tvadanai River 
beyond Spin Raldak, where supplies had been collected 
beforehand by political and cavalry officers. I’he main 
body of the 2nd I^ivision Ibllowed its advance column 
on the following day. The advanced party of this 
division, moving one day in front of the main body, 
reached Mel Manda on the 4th .January, whilst the 
di^'ision in rear moved by brigades to Tluniai Kare/, 
miles beyond Gatai, and Fatehulla on the Kushobai 
stream about 5 miles w^est of Humai Karez, 
respectively. 

On the .5th .January the two columns of the respective 
advance guards moved in concert by the Ghlo and 
Knrkura Rotals from the Mel Valley into the J'akhtapul 
Valley. Major G. Luck, 15th IJussars, with 100 sabres 
of the 15th Hussars and 28 sabres 1st I^unjab Cavalry, 
was ordered to make a reconnaissance of the Kurkura 
Kotal by wliich the left column was moving. 


II 
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IN TOUCH 

On nearing this pass some Afghan scouts were seen 
retiring over it, and on debouching into the open country 
on the otlier side, the valley was found to be swanning 
with the enemy’s cavalry. Major Luck immediately 
formed his detachment into tvro lines, the first composed 
of one troop of the 15th Hussars and of the small party 
of the 1st Punjab Cavalry, with the second line of one 
troop of 15th Hussars in support. In this formation 
the detachment moved forward at a gallop to meet the 
advancing cavalry of the enemy, who, how'ever, turned 
about wdien the troops got to within 200 yards of them, 
and retired, firing as they w'ent. The troops pursued 
for some distance, but the country being full of ravines 
and very stony, they halted, dismounted, and opened 
fire with their Martini-Henry carbines, the effect of 
wdiieh was seen to be that a few saddles of the retreat- 
ing force were emptied. However, on following up the 
retreating foe, one prisoner only w'as taken, although 
a (quantity of baggage w'as captured, which had been 
tluow'ii away during the flight. JMajor Luck, having re- 
ceived orders from the Brigadier-General, now withdrew 
his party toAvards the pass with a view to drawing the 
enemy after him, so as to bring them under the fire of 
the guns, which were advancing through the pass. 

Nleanwliile the advanced party of the right column 
also came in sight of a body of hostile cavalry, and on 
receipt of orders from the Ilrigadier, Colonel Kennedy 
pushed on with his (*a\ airy and guns, and w'as able to 
bring the latter into action at ranges varying from 2,200 
to 1,300 yards. I'he enemy then withdrew, pursued 
across the Ghlo l*ass by the cavalry and guns of the 
column. 

llrigadier-CJeneral Palliser, having issued orders to 
the Hglit column to push on against the enemy, hastened 
with all his available cjivaliy to join Major ljuck, who 
w^as halted on the further side of the Kurkura Pass. 
He then advanced against the retiring parties of Afghans, 
mitil tlie sound of artillery from the (ihlo Pass on the 
right caused him to change his direction toAvards that 
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j)omt. Accompanied by tlie cavalry under Major Luck, 
the Brigadier and stiifF reached the north side of’ the 
(ihlo Pass in time to charge a body of the enemy who 
were retiring before the right column, and inflicted on 
them as much loss as the tired condition of’ the horses 
would allow. Immediately after this encounter tlie 
guns and cav'^alry of the right column debouched from 
the pass. 

The guns of tlie left column had meanwhile arrii ed 
at a trot in the 'I’akhtapul V^alley, and struck across the 
low hills in the same direction as the cavalry, and for 
about a cpiarter of a mile experienced some difficulty 
in advancing, owing to the very rough nature of 
the ground. iVn order was, how'cver, received from 
Brigadier-CJeneral ]*alliser directing the guns to i’ollow 
the kafila road on the left and below the ridge of hills, 
over which the cavahy had crossed. After proceeding 
4 or 5 miles, and on reaithing the village of Saif-ud- 
din, a large body of the enemy’s horsemen appeared 
on a hill to the right front about 1,700 yards distant. 
’I’he scouts of th(i escort reported that the enemy were 
in great force. Therefore, as none of the cavalry or 
infantry supports were in sight, the officer commanding 
the battery considered it advisable to retire the guns 
slowly for a short distance, while intelligence of the 
position of the enemy was despatched to the infantiy, 
who were coming up in rear. 'I'liis force of the enemy 
did not alter its position until the infantry under Colonel 
H. Moore, c.i.e., arrived, and the Brigadier-General 
coming up shortly afterwards from the right, ordered 
the guns to open fire. Captain H. de la M. llervey, 
1st Punjab Cavalry, was then ordered to advance and 
throw out dismounted skirmishers, while the guns vvere 
brought up behind a mound. After the skirmishers 
had fired some twenty rounds, tliey remounted and 
retired, and, as expected, the enemy followed in num- 
bers, and w'ere again tired on by the guns with effect. 

1 he mam body of the eneraj^ now' w'ithdrew' out of 
range and sight, but their skirmishers still held their 
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ground, though beyond carbine range, and remained 
hovering about, 'fhe Hrigadier-tTeneral, therefore, 
ordered three companies of tlie infantry to be brought 
up ; and after a few rounds from two companies of the 
•2nd Baluchis, the effect of which coxild not well be 
ascertained owing to tlie coming darkness, the whole 
force, with the exception of a strong picquet, retired to 
camp near Saif-ud-din. 

The enemy numbered from 1,(){)0 to 1,200 horsemen 
in all, and their loss was estimated at 100 killed and 
wounded ; while the casualties among the troops M^ere 
one officer atid six men, 15th Hussars, wounded, and one 
jemadar and three sowars, 1st I'unjab Cav alry, wmunded. 

The enemy retired through Deh-i-Haji to Kandahar, 
and retreated from Kandahar two days later towards 
Herat. A few of the same cavahy came subsequent!}' 
into tlie British camp and oifered to take service with us. 

The two divisions of the Field Force, continuing their 
march without further interruption, effected their 
junction, as fiad been previously arranged, at Abdur 
Rahman on the 6th .lanuary. Here a redistribution of 
the cavalry and advance guards took place, after which 
the march was resumed towards Kandahar, the divisions 
still moving on separate roads, via Deh-i-Haji and 
Kushab. 

At Khushab. about 7 miles south of Kandahar, on 
the 7th January information reached General Stewart 
that Mir Afzal Klian, Governor of Kandahar, having 
tlisaimed the two infantry battalions of the garrison, 
had fled towards Herat with only 200 horsemen and 
accompanied by all the officials of the city except the 
Deputy Governor or iVn^7;. i\t the same time a deputa- 
tion arrived bearing a letter of submission from the latter. 

At 3.30 p.ra. on the following day General Stewart 
arrived at the Shikarpur gate of Kandahar, and, with 
the 1st Brigade of each division, marched through the 
city and encamped outside the Kabul gate. The 2nd 
Brigades had been previously halted .some miles from 
Kandahar and were kept in rear for a few days. 
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A large crowd of tlie inluibiLaiits assembled outside 
the gate to witness the arrival of tlie troops, and tuiml)crs 
more lined the streets along which they passed, 'fheir 
attitude was perfectly impassive, showing neither fear, 
hostility, nor pleasure. The .shops in the streets and 
the bazaar were open, with the exception of the larger 
establishments whose owners had lost confidence on the 
departure of the late (Governor. 

On the following day the tix)ops entered the city 
}reely^ The shops were all opened, and although it was 
not considered necessary to quarter any large body of 
troops within the eity% guards were stationed at each 
of the gates, and a wing of the 25th Punjab Infantry 
occupied the square in the eentre of the towm.' 

'Phe first few day'^s of the Rritish occupation were 
marked by’’ two acts of violence, the first of Avhich, 
how’ever, had no connection ^vith the bearing of tlie 
.iVfghans towards the invading army. On the afternoon 
of the 10th January, Major O. B. St. John, I’olitieal 
Officer, w’as riding through the towm with an orderly 
and accompanied by Nawab (jlhulam Husain Khan, who 
had been appointed to conduct the civil government of 
the city, when a man suddenly- sprang forward and fii’ed 
a pistol full in Major St. John’s face. The horse he was 
riding fortunately' sw’erved, and the bullet missed. The 
assassin then drew sw’ord, but was quickly felled by 
the orderly, captured, and imprisoned. /\hnost im- 
mediately afterwards, in anothei’ part of the town. 
Lieutenant II. V. Willis, of E-4, Royal Artillerys was 
attacked by a fanatic while standing in front of a shop, 
and severely stabbed with a long knife. The man rushed 
thi’ough the (Tow'd and wnundcd several soldiers, but 
Was stopped by Captain Her\ey, 1st Punjab Cavalry, 
and then cut dowm and killed by a mounted trooper of 
the 2nd Punjab Cavalry. IJeutenant Willis’s wound 

■ 'Hie advance on Kaudaliar was not effeeted witlioiit considcralilo vvastfitr<5 
^^1 transport. Many of the hired camels were in poor condition when first 
and their owners did not accompany them to KaipJahar; lJ,i>r2 
dead camels were coiinicd on tlie road betivecn dianifin aod Kandahar aft<*r 
the tivst advance. 



166 THE GAlMirSON AT KANDAHAR 

was found to be veiy serious, and he died a few days 
afterwards. Tiiese occurrences produced some disturb- 
ivnce in the city, but the people shut their shops quietly; 
and though the streets could not be cleared, strong 
patrols moved about them. All stray soldiers were 
ordered back to camp, and after a time the excitement 
abated. On enquiry the man who had attempted to 
assassinate Maior St, .lohn pro^’ed to be a Pathan sepoy, 
formerly in the service of the Khan of Kalat, whence 
he had deserted. It appeared that he had mistaken 
Major St. John for Major Sanderaan, for whom he 
had conceived an intense hatred. 

On the 1 4th .lanuary^ the following troops were 
detailed to form the garrison at Kandsihar, and to take 
up their quarters in tlie citadel : 

1st Punjab ( a\'alry. 

Royal Artillory. 

(larnsoii in the eitatlel of o-ll, Royal Artillery, 

Kaiiflahar under Rrigadieiv H-l I , Royal Artillery. 

General Nuttall. oDth Foot (wing). 

121I1 Bcngiil Infantry. 

\^26th Punjab Infantry. 

Major St. John remained at Kandahar as Political 
officer, and the Nawab Ghulam Husain Khan as Civil 
Governor. Captain W. llis.set. Assistant Field Engineer, 
and Lieutenfint-Colonel C. S. Lane, Assistant Com- 
missary-General, formed the staff ; and Lieutenant 
Worgan and signallers of the .50tli kept up signalling 
communication between the citadel and both divisions. 

On the same date the Lieutenant-General with 
the head-quarters 1st Division and the 2nd (Brigadier 
Hughes’s) Brigade left Kandahar to execute a recon- 
naissance in force to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, while Major-General 
Biddulph was ordered to undertake a similar movement, 
with the 2nd Division, towards the Helmand. 

The marcli of the 1st Division was ordered as 
follows : 

* Fur the dititributiou of the !S. Afghauifitan Field Force on tliis date^ see 
Api>ei)dix IX, 
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'riic. ('iiviiliy Hrijrade 
(tuc day’s marcli in 
advance under Bri- 
ffadicr-General Fane. 


Maiti colunin and hcad- 
(juariers. 


One day’s uiarcli in rear. 


j" I Sill Hnssais'. 

I filli Biniga I Cavalry. 

1 lOtli Kenj^l lianeers. 

IA-B, Royal Horse .Artillery. 

( J)-2, Royal Artillery. 

(i-4. Royal Artillery. 

11-11, Royal Artillery (•! inonntiiin g'Uii.s) 
59tli Foot (wing). 

12tli Bengal Infantry. 

Ulrd Gurklias. 

f 2-()0th llitles. 

^ l-Stli Siklis. 
li.Stli I’luijab Infantry. 


1 2iid Infantry Brigade 
5- under Brigadier- 
) General Ifuglies. 

) 1st Brigade under Bi'iga- 
j dier-General Barter. 


Leaving Kandahar on the 14th, a party of the 
advance guard, under Colonel .J. Browne, R.F., reached 
Kalat-i-Chilzai without opposition on the *2()th .lamuiry, 
and entered the fort. 'Phe garrison, which had consisted 
of -some ,500 or 000 of the Amir’s militia, had retreated 
towards Ghazni, after first removing the large stores of 
grain and forage which had been collected in the fort, 
into the neighbouring villages, to prevent their falling 
into the hands of the British. 

The Ideutenant-Cieneral arrived at Kalat-i-(Thilzai 
on the 22nd January, and the main body of tlie 1st 
Division remained encamped there until the 2nd 
February. This time was utilised to obtain a complete 
survey and reconnais.sance of the surrounding country. 
Tlie temper of the neiglibouring sections of the great 
(fhilzai tribe was found on the whole to be friendly, 
although little dependence could be placed on them, 
and unprotected stragglers were always liable to bti 
attacked. All requisitions Avere, however, complied 
Avith, and supplies came in freely. 

ToAvards the end of January tAvo reconnoitring 
columns Avere despatched respectively into the Arghan- 
dab and Arghastan Valleys, neither of which was Avell 
known. The first, composed of tAA’o guns 11-11, Royal 
Artillery, one squadron 19th Bengal Lancers and the 25th 
Bunjab Infantry, and commanded by Colonel Barton, 
left Kalat-i-Ghilzai on the 24th .Januaiy, marched to 
Sehlum, whence large quantities of gi-ain were senf 
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biwrk to divisioniil hesid -quarters, and alter a thorougli 
recojinaissance and survey of the district returned by 
Arghasu, Cliinartu and Soznai to Kandahar, where tlie 
column arrived on the 28th February. 

'rhc second column was commanded by Colonel 
B. W. Uyall, 8th Bengal Cavalry, and was composed 
of two guns 11-11, Royal Artillery, 100 sabres 15tli 
Hussars, and the head-quarters and one squadron 8tli 
Bengal Cavalry. This column was also joined on the 
1st February by'^ the Ord Gurkhas under Colonel A. Pater- 
.son. Moving by Aki’am Khan and Wali Muhammad 
Kala the force crossed the Khushk-i-rud Valley to 
Sundarzai on the Arghastan River. The only notice- 
able incident of the march was an attack made on the 
camp at Wali JMuluimuuul Kala by three ghazis- sup 
ported by a small body of armed men on foot and a 
few horsemen. 'I'he leading men were shot down as 
they dashed into the camp, and the rest immediately 
tied up the hills pursued for some distance by the 
G urkhas. With this exception no hostility or opposition 
was met with, eitlier from the population of the villages 
or the chiefs. 

On the 2l!st February the column marched 5 miles 
to camp at Mandi Hissar, where it was broken up, the 
I5th Hussars joining the head-quarters of the regiment, 
then at Mandi Hissar en route to India. The 8th 
Bengal C^avalry, also ordered to India, was here joined 
by a troop wliich had been on detached duty, and 
rejnained at the same camp, 'fhe two guns 11-11, 
Royal Artillery, escorted by the wing of the 8rd 
Gurkhas under Colonel Paterson, rejoined the camp 
of Ijieutenant-General Stewart’s force outside Kandahar 
on the 22nd February. 

Meanwhile the Lieutenant-General with the head- 
quarters of the 1st l)i\’ision, after remaining at Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai till the 2nd February, had marched back to 
Kandahar, where he arrived on the 11th February. 

It is necessary now to return to the 2nd Division, 
which left Kandahar on the 10th January to execute 
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a reconnaissance in force to Girislik and tlie Helinand. 
The column was composed as follows : 


^ iUivalnf Hngafhf, 

One day’s niardi in iVout | 
miller Brigailier4ien- \ 
era] i\ n. Palliser. 


2nd I*mijai.» (.’avalry (( olomd 
'r. O. keiinedy). 
f‘)rd Sind llnr.se ((-nloiie] d. H. 
P. Malcolin.son). 


Lieiitenanl H. L. Keilly, < iunniissuriat Offieer. 
C’a jitain W. X, l/tiwreuee, dVansporl Ofiieer. 


Ili'aii ’ ijuarlers 
2itd Divi.-iion 
under Major- 
iienera! M. 
A. S. Hid< 
<!u1|)Ig h.a. 


AHitU‘ry, 


Idcutenaiil. - < adonol 
Mesurier, u.a. 




"1-1, Royal Artillery. 

IJ-il, Royal Arlillciy 
(2 li'un.s). 

\o. ;i (Pesliawnr) Mountain 
Ball ery (1 f^uus). 


Lieutenant II. ('. K. Lu<‘hs, (aunioissariat Ollieer. 
Lieutenant M. K. .\Iartin, 'rransport Oilicer. 

tAtyineerti. 

j'olli Company Sappers. 

Ijieiitenant-C'olonel W. I lOLli ( 'oinpany Sa[)pei\s. 
Ili( lien$», II. K. 1 Field l*ark. 

' IVo ])ontoon lioats. 
f/ieutenant-( V»IoMel 11. iMoore, Political O/licer. 
(diptain lan-kliardt, Principal Connnis.sariat ( inker. 


Jit/a u t ry Ilnyad a, 

/TOtli Foot. 

Brigadier - Oenerul R. I lOth Piinjali Inrantry. 

Liiey OV2nd Punjab Pioneers. 

' 2i>tli Born lia}* I n l;n i try • 

Major 11. »L Barton, Exerutive Cominissariat Oflfieer. 
("uptain AV^ (*. 'riionias, 'Lransport Oflieer. 

V Lieutenant d. K, Dickie, ii.e., in eliarge of’ signalling. 


Siijjplies for three days for natives and for twenty 
days for British troops were provided on leaving Kan- 
duliar. No forage for cattle was taken. .^Vll the camels 
and baggage animals available were requij'ed for the 
carriage of the force thus equipj)ed ; tliese were procured 
with some difficulty, and contained a large number of 
weak and sickly animals. 

'the movement tow^ards Girishk was made chiefly 
with a view to tap new sources of supply, feed the 
force, examine the country, and await further orders. 
Rapid movements were, therefore, unnecessary and 
would, indeed, have been difficult with the transport at 
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hand, and with the obligation imposed on the force of 
procuring supplies from the country travei*sed. 

The column reached Karez-i-Ata. 31 miles from 
Kandahar, on the 2:3rd January. Thence two roads 
strike off’ to Girishk, of which Major-General Biddulpli 
chose the southern and longer one as it passed through 
a comparatively better supplied district. At tlie same 
time Colonel O. 'ranner, 2nd Baluch llegiment, 
with a small detachment was despatched by the direct: 
j-oad '■;/>/, Khushk-i-Nakhud to cover the riglit flank of tlu' 
column. On the 20th January such difficulty was found 
in obtaining supplies for the division from the barren 
country through which it had to pass that General 
J jacy’s brigade was onlered to fall back on Karez-i-i\ t.a, 
and to draw its supplies from Kandahar, the advance 
guard being first reinforced by No. :3 (J*eshaw'ar) Moun- 
tain Battery, the lOth Company of Sappers with the 
pontoons, and the 32nd Pioneers ; on the 31st Januajy 
half a battalion of the 2nd Baluchis (25)th Bombay) also 
joined the advanc!e column from General Lacy s brigade. 
Witli this force the Major-General advanced to the 
Hehnand, and arrived at Abazai opposite (iirishk on 
tlie 29tli Januaiy. 'I’he fort of Ciinshk on the further 
side ^vas immediately occupied, and ground selected for 
canips on both sides of the river. On the right bank 
General Palliser commanded with the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry, 3rd Sind Horse, Sappers, and 32nd Pioneers, 
who were encamped soutli of the foit facing the direc- 
tion of tlie Herat road. The divisional head-quarters 
and remainder of the force remained on the left bank of 
the river. 

The halt on the Helmand la.sted from the 2nd to 
the 13th February, during which time the whole force 
was fully occupied either with the duties of obtaining 
supplies, with reconnaissances and surveys, or with the 
task of arranging a ferry and commencing the con- 
struction of a tiestle bridge over the river from rough 
timbers obtained on the .spot. The bridge was hot 
completed. 
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By the middle of February the supplies in the 
vicinity of Girishk were beginning to fail. To relieve 
tlie district, therefore, a reconnaissance in force was 
despatched southwards under Colonel Nicholetts to 
Kak Bist, and the opportunity was taken to complete 
the survey already commenced between the Ilelmand 
iind Argllandab Rivers. This column was also joine<l 
by Major-General Biddulph and staff. On the 15th, 
however, orders were received for the return of the 
division to Kandahar, in view of the reduction of the 
Southern Afghanistan Field Force, and arrangements 
were accordingly commenced with that object. 

All the country in the vicinity of (Tirishk had been 
drained of supplies ; and before a move could be effected 
the arrival of a convoy from the (iarnisel district, with 
supplies collected from 00 to 40 miles to the south- 
west, had to be awaited. Nevertheless by the 22nd the 
whole of the force on the right bank of the river was 
moved across, and on the 23rd the i-etirement began, 
the cavalry brigade under Cieneral Palliser acting as the 
rear guard. Meanwhile rumours were rife of a hostile 
movement amongst the i\lizai Duranis of Xamindawar, 
and a small force was sent up the left bank of the 
Ilelmand under command of Colonel Malcolmson, 3rd 
Sind Horse, to watch the fords from Zamindawar in 
tlie neiglibourhood of Sarwan Kala and Sangin ; this 
body encamped the same evening at Haidarabad. Next 
day Colonel Malcolmson ’s detachment fell back on 
Vakhehal, and thencefoi’ward became the rear guard of 
the division, moving one march in rear of Major-General 
Biddulph ’s force during its retirement on Kandahar. 

At 7 p.m. on the 2(>th February a note from Colonel 
Malcolmson reached the Major-General commanding 
the 2nd Division, then encamped at Karez-i-Ata, stating 
that he had been attacked by considerable numbei’s 
of the enemy, and asking for reinforcements. Before, 
however, the reinforcements reached the rear guard, 
the enemy liad been defeated and driven off under the 
following circumstances. 



172 WITH MAIXOHMSON’S DETACHMB^NTS 


Colonel Msileohnson with his detuchinent ({Ird Sinci 
Horse, ‘iGO sabres; 2!)th Bombay Infantry, 118 rifles) 
had encamped on the 2Gth at Khu.shk-i-Nakhiid, when 
at 4.20 p.m. the videttes reported tliat a body of the 
enemy was advaneing to attack the camp. The enemy 
were visible in very large numbers advancing from tlie 
the NNW. with flags flying, over the crest of some 
rising ground, 1| miles from the camp. The troops 
fell in and the infantry were ordered to advance, and 
to get the enemy as soon as possible under their fire, 
and then to draw them on by retiring into the open 
ground, which extended for about a mile to the front 
and left of the camp. 

The infantry ojjened fire at about .500 yards, oji 
which the enemy, apparently to avoid the fire, edged off 
to their right, thus overlapping the left of the troops, 
their intention evidently being to pass the flank of the 
troops and to oc-cupy the huts and Availed gardens of 
the A'illage of Sultan Ali Khan on our left. In this, 
however, they were frustrated by the advance of the 
;ird Sind Horse, under Major AV. Reynolds, who 
charged their left centre, and after a fierce hand-to- 
hand fight lasting about ten minutes the enemy were 
forced to retreat though still disputing the ground 
fiercely. 

Major R(jynolds was now ordered to pursue, while 
Colonel Malcolmson, with a portion of his men, tried to 
intcr(;ej)t a small body of the enemy Avho were making 
for Sultan AM Khan ; but a broad and deep karez 
defeated his purpose, and the ^Afghans succeeded in 
reaching shelter. An infantry attack on the village 
was ordered, aiid only countermauded in consequence 
of a report (which proved to be a false alarm) that an 
attack M^as threatened against tlie opposite side of the 
camp. Meanwhile the cavalry and part of the infantry 
had pursued the enemy’s left wing for some distance 
when, as night was falling, the troops were recalled, the 
camp was struck, and the camp equipage, treasure, etc., 
placed in an enclosure adjoining the Nur/ai Fort. This 
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position was held during tlie night, which, however, 
passed quietly, 

I'he strength of the enemy was computed to have 
been !nen, of whom 500 were and 50 

cavalry. ^Vbu Bakka, a notorious robber chief, was 
reported to have been killed, and 200 others. 

Major Reynolds, 3rd Sind Horse, early in tlie affair 
received a bullet wound, but still led his squadron to 
tlie attack, and so became engaged in personal encoun- 
ters with several of the enemy, Avhen his horse fell with 
him in a hircz, and before he could reco\^er himself 
he was cut down and hacked to pieces. The casualties 
included also four men of the cavalry killed and Colonel 
Malcolmson and twenty -three men wounded, besides 
a loss of twenty-eight horses. 

On the 2Tth February the main column halted, and 
the Major-General and staff, with signallers, rode back 
to Khushk-i-Nakhud, returning w'ith Colonel Malcolm- 
son’s rear guard, which rejoined the head-quarters of 
the ‘2nd Division the same evening. 'Fhe next day the 
division marched to Hauz-i-Madat, and on the 1st of 
March reached Sinjiri, wdience the head -quarters and 
most of -the troops reached the camp outside Kandahar 
on the 2ml March. 

While the operations detailed above were in progress 
but little had occurred to disturb the troops left at 
Kandahar and the garrisons of the various posts on the 
line to India. Some outrages were, however, committed 
towards the end of .Tanuary in the neigh boijrhood of 
Spin Baidak by a b<and of marauders under a chief 
named Ijashkar Khan. A small column was sent out 
from Chaman to punish the offending villages, and in 
a skirmish on the 21st January a party of 26 sabres 
3rd Sind Horse and 10 sabres 1st Punjab Cavalry under 
lieutenant H. Wells, ii.e., scattered the marauders, 
killing Lashkar Khan, his two sons, and his nephew. 

Early in February instructions w'ere received by 
Lieutenant-General Stewart relative to the return to 

* Su-called religioRs fiiuatics. 



174 REDUCTION OF FORCES 

India of pait of tlie South Afghanistan Field Force, 
and accordingly on tlie 13th idem tlie following were 
ordered to hold Iheinselves in readiness for the 
march : 


15ih Hussars. 
tSil) Bengal (rivalry. 

E-4, Royal Artillery. 

I-l, Royui Artillery. 
IVshawfir Mountain Battery, 
TOhli Foot. 


1st Gurkhas. 

12tli (Kalat-i-Ghilzai) Bengal 
Infantry. 

1st Funjab Infantry. 

2()th Funjab Infantry. 

32n<l Pioneers, 


5th and 9th ( 'onipanies Sappei s and Miners. 


The colunin was ordered to proceed by the Thai- 
Chotiali route into tlie Derajat, thus opening up a road 
the probable value of wdiieh laid long been urged by 
military authorities. Major-General Hiddulph was 
appointed to command the force, and the above-named 
corps left Kandahar or the surrounding posts between 
the end of February and the 15th March. 

In consequence of this reduction the force remaining 
in Afghanistan was reorganised as follow^s, Brigadier- 
General I luglies being placed in command at Kandaliar 
for the direction of all garrison and camp duties : 

Royal Artilhnf Dwision, 

Colonel A. C, Johnson, r.ft.a., Coinnninding. 

Caphdn J. Keitli, u.a.. Adjutant. 

l^ieutenant F. C. W. Eustace, r.h.a., Orderly Ofli(;er. 

Royal Kngl // eevft, 

I lieu I enan I -Colonel W. Hichens, r,k.. Commanding. 

Stall' as before’. 

Cavalry lirigade, 

Brigadier-GeiKaal (\ H. Palliscr, Commanding. 

1st ^^ln jab Cavalry, 19th Bengal Lancers. 

2nd Punjab Cavfd'ry. 3rd Sind Horse. 

l,y/ Infantry Brigade. 

Brigatlier-Geneial R, Barter, Commanding. 

2-60th Rifles. 15th Sikhs. 

25th Punjab Infantry. 
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A TIME OF QUIET 

%nd Infantry Brigade. 

Hrigadier-Geiieral R. J. Hughes, Commanding. 

59th Foot. 3rd Gurkhas. 

89th Bombay Infantry (8ud Baluehis). 

'I’he remainder of the spring passed almost without 
incident. Rumours reached Kandahar from time to 
time of the activity at Herat of Ayub, the younger 
brother of Yakub Khan; and the Durani rising in 
Zamindawar occasioned a good deal of disord(‘r in the 
valley of the Helmand, round (iirishk ; but almost 
the only open hostility against the British occurred in 
the I’esliin district, wliere on the 27tli Marrdi a party of 
;i0 sabres 1st Punjab Cavalry, and 17(5 rifles 3()th Bom- 
bay Infantry, under Major F. T. Humfrey, was attacked 
by a large body of Bareehis near Saiadbut, in Shorawak. 
'riie enemy were completely dispersed, and the collision 
did much to effect the tranquillising of the district. 
Meanwhile se\'eral important reconnaissances were in 
progress, notably that of the Khakrez district cxecmted 
in April by a force under Brigadier-(Tencral Palliser, 
and tlie survey of the 'foba Plateau by Captain H. 
W’ylie in May. 

At the end of the latter month, as has been seen, 
tlie Treaty of (Tandamak was concluded, but it was 
iltMuded, clnelly on account of the impracticability of 
rctirijig in the hot season, that the withdrawal of the 
hritisli forces could not take place till the autumn, and 
no alteration took pla<,re, therefore, in the location of 
(he troops (see Appendix X.). On the 23rd .luly 
Surdar Sher Ali Khan, who was appointed Governor 
of Kandahar under Yakub Khan, arrived at the city, 
and arrangements were immediately made between liim 
and the Lieutenant-Ciciieral for the administration of 
the town and district pending the evacuation of the 
country by the British. During the summer some 
tnrthcr reconnaissances were effected, but the efforts of 
tile authorities were principally directed towards meet- 
ing a serious outbreiik of cholera, from which the troops 
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both at Quetta and Kandahar suffered severely during 
July and August. At the end of August detailed 
orders were published relative to the return of the 
South Afghanistan Field Force to India, and the 
evacuation actually began on the 1 st September, when 
the movement was suddenly stopped by the news of 
an outbreak at Kabul on the 8rd September and tlie 
iiiassacre there of the British Resident and his escort. 



CHAPTER VI 


|.'1U>M THIS PKACK t)l' (lANUAMAK TO TMK MASSACIlK 
OK TUB KAiJl l. KMJiASSY. 

On the 7th July, 1871), a despatch was sent by the 
Covermncnt of India to Her Majesty’s Secretary of 
State, wliich, after setting forth tlie circuinstances 
iniincdiately preceding the rupture with the Ainir Sher 
Ali Khan, and describing the strategic weakness of tlu‘ 
Indian iVontier before tlie war, allutled to the principal 
ohjec^ts which the (iovernment hoped to attain after 
i!ie unprovoked alTront received from the Amir liad 
hcen appropriately avenged. Foremost among these 
objects was the more complete establishment of Britisli 
iiiHiience in Afghanistan, and the rectiheation of the 
frontier, for which (says the despatch) “no great 
cxtet\si6n of territory was required. All we needed 
was the permanent command, not of passes extending 
far into the interior of the vast mountain tract beyond 
our border, but of those wliich, piercing the extreme 
eastern edge of that tract as it rises immediately above 
the plains of India, constitute the only practicable 
approaches to our empire from beyond its northern and 
western confines. The main defiles of the Mohmand 
and Afridi hills, converging towards Peshawar, are 
peopled by independent tribes and have never belonged 
to the Amirs of Kabul. For the command of the.se 
passes it would probably suffice, after clearing them of 
the Amir’s troops, to reserve to ourselves the payment 
and control of the pass tribes. 

“ ’rhe valley of the Kurram, rising eastward from 
the Punjab border between Kohat and Thai, terminates 

177 12 
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at the Shutargardan, a Iiigh ridge of the Safed Koli 
range. And an army holding that position would 
coinmatid, on the one side Kabul and Ghazni, on the 
other, easy access into India. Our southern frontier, 
as before observed, had been gieatly strengthened by 
our arrangements with Kalat, which gave us a strong 
position above the Bolan Pass. From Western 
Afghanistan, however, all the approaches to this 
position debouch in the fertile district of I’eshin, which, 
bounded by the Ivhwaja ^Vmran range, constitutes the 
great natural granary of Quetta. Holding Peshin, and 
commanding the issues of the Khojak Pass, we could 
descend at will upon the plains of Kandahar, or advance 
to meet an enemy iji the open field ; whilst no enemy 
could debouch upon our owm plains by the Holan 
without first besieging and taking Quetta (no easy 
task), and then forcing a long and diflicult pass, of 
which wc hold tire issues. For these reasons we 
regarded the jiermanent military command of the 
Kurram and Peshin districts as essential to the com- 
plete rectification of our frontier. But aU such objects 
could certainly be attained W'ithout wholesale annexa- 
tion, and possibly even without any actual accpiisition 
of territory. ’ 

I'he despatch then emphasises the unpopularity of 
Slier Ali’s military rule in Afghanistan, the dowmfall 
of which would ntrt, therefore, ensure the hostility of 
the Afghan people. I’lience it proceeds to describt! 
the operations of the campaign, pausing only to con- 
sider the (jucstion of the advance to Kandahar in the 
following paragraph : 

“ ()ur longest line of operations lay in the direction 
of Kandahar. And it wras, therefore, necessary that 
the force operating on this line should be proportionally 
stronger, as, whilst its transport and supply were more 
difficult, the rapidity of its movements was less essential 
to the primary objec'ts of the campaign than that of the 
Khyber and Kurrarn Columns. In order to cripple the 
financial resources of the Amir, it was deemed desirable 
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to exj)el his authority from the richest districts of 
Western Afghanistan ; and for tlie purpose t!ie tem- 
porary occupation of Kandaliar was clearly requisite. 
Such a measure, moreover, was dictated by two other 
considerations of a more far-rea{;hing character. In the 
event of a complete disintegration of the Kabul poAver, 
\vc could not allow Kandahar to fall into the hands of 
any chief or .state w^hose possession of it wc had iu)t 
previously approved on conditions dictated by our- 
selves ; and in the event of rc-cstablished relations 
with a ruler of united Atglianistan, the power of 
restoring Kandahar to such a ruler, also on our own 
conditions, could not fail to give us a most advantageous 
position from wdiich to negotiate the terms of peace. 
'Fhe permanent retention of Kandahar, how’ever, has 
never formed part of our political programme. And 
no endeavour has been sparevl during the war to render 
our temporary occupation of it as little burdensome 
as possible to its inhabitants, 'fhe command of the 
Kandahar force w'as entrusted to Cieneral Stcw'art. 
And his instructions w'ere to carry out a reconnaissance 
in force as far as the Helmand and Kalat-i-Clhilzai, 
ascertaining the features and resources of the country 
in that direction, and attacking any enemy he might find 
within striking distance, but not establishing himself at 
any poiiit beyond Kandahar.” 

Having related the course of events wdiiv'h led to 
the Peace of Gandamak, the despatcli treats of the 
particulars of the I'reaty, and again refers to the 
ten itorial question as follow'S : 

‘‘ The territorial concessions imposed upon the Amir 
art? light, and involv^e no permanent alienation of any 
part of the dominions claimed by his (7overnment. 

I he Khyber Pass has never formed part of those 
dominions, while the districts of Peshin, Sibi, and 
Kuri'am are retained by the British Government under 
an assignment. For the better protection and security 
of our frontier, and for the proper maintenance of 
ot)mmunications with our advanced garrisons, wdnch 
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will observe and eominand the three principal passes 
into India, it was essential that these three districts 
shonld remain in our hands. Rut we have entertained 
no projects for establishing ourselves pemianently in 
the interior of the country, or for occupying any posts 
not absolutely required for the defensive purposes 
explained in the 11th paragraph of this despatch. 
iVccordingly, the towns of Kandahar and Jalalabad 
are restored by the 'Ireaty of Gandarnak to the Amir 
of Kabul, 'Fhe passes of the Khojak mountains will 
be carefully kept under our own control ; and it is 
probable that the hill skirts of the Peshin country, like 
the upper districts of the Kurrani \'^alley, will provide 
fresh and valuable sanitaria for our troops. Rut the 
local experience recently acquired by our expedition 
into VVestcrn i\fghanistan has fully confirmed our 
previous impression, that the strategic value of Kan- 
dahar exists only in connection with a system ol 
frontier defence much more extensive than any we now 
require, or have ever contemplated. It is reported tt) 
be a position of no material strength ; it can be easily 
turned ; and the surrounding country could not support 
a large military force. Kandahar is now easily acces- 
sible iProm our advanced position in Peshin, and can, 
at any time, be occupied without difliculty; but the 
permanent occupation of it (involving the maintenance 
of long lines of communication) would have considerably 
inca’eased our military expenditure without strengthen- 
ing our military position. It is, however, mainly on 
political grounds that the retention of Kandahar was 
excluded from the conditions of the Treaty of Ganda- 
niak. Such a condition would have been extremely 
painful to the Amir, and detrimental to the strength 
and credit of his (Government. Without Kandahar it 
would be difficult for the central authority at Kabul 
to maintain any effective hold upon Herat; and the 
foreign occupation of so important a city, in the interior 
of his dominions, would have been inconsistent with 
those relations of friendship and mutual confidence 
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w}iieh the Treaty was designed to establisii between 
the British (Government and the Amir of Afghanistan. 

“ Similar objections applied to tlie retention of Jala- 
labad. As a military position, that town offers no 
advantages not better secured by a garrison on the 
laindi Kotiil ridge. It can at any moment be seized 
by a rapid advance from tlie Khyl)er; and to hold it as a 
permanent trontier garrison would require the prolonga- 
tion, as far as (Gandarnak, of a troublesome line of mili- 
tary communications. Such an extension of our frontier, 
though necessarily increasing our permanent military 
expenditure, would also, no doubt, imu’ease our per- 
manent j)olitical influence over the adjacent tribes and 
petty chiefships to the north-east of the frontier thus 
extended. But the onl}'^ political advantage thereby 
acquired would be the means of utilising tliosc tribes 
and chiefships as a barrier, in case of need, against the 
action of any hostile power at Kabul ; and for the 
control or punishment of such action material guaran- 
tees, far more effectaial, arc provided l)y the Treaty, 
which secures to us the permanent military command of 
Kabul from the crest of the Shutargardan. In short, 
we have framed the Treaty with an earnest desire to 
render the conditions of it not only consistent with, but 
also conducive to, the maiirtenancc of thtit friendly and 
mutually advantageous footing on which it re-establishes 
oiir relations with Afghanistan ; and from those rela- 
tions we have laboured to eliminate tn ery appreciable 
cause of irritation and disunion,” 

The despatch concludes with a tribute to the (onduct 
of the troops engaged in the campaign, a sentiment 
wliich was repeated with greater detail in an Order of 
the (Governor-General in Council dated the 1 1th J uly. 

On the 4th August a vote of thanks was moved in 
l>oth Houses of Parliament to the ^Hceroy of India, the 
(-ommander-in-Chief, and the military forces engaged ; 
^'hile a despatch from the Secretary of State to the 
(Government of India, dated the 7th August, conveyed 
the cordial approval of Her Majesty’s Government of 
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the several articles of tlie Treaty of Gandamak as well 
as of the general policy of the Inditin Government. 

Meantime, immediately on the conclusion of the 
J'reaty of Gandamak, the Amir Yakub Khan returned to 
Kabul, wJnle iNlajor Cavagnari proceeded to Simla to 
report personally to the Viceroy on the late events, and 
to discuss the future action of the (Government. 

For ex'cry reason it was deemed desirable that, in 
accordance with the tenns of the Treaty, and with the 
Amir's owm proposal (as expressed in his letter to Major 
Cavagnari of the 2bth March), the Rritish Resident 
should take up his appointment at Kabul without delay. 
Major Cavagnari w^as himself nominated for this impor- 
tant post, and during his stay at Simla the constitution 
of his staff' and escort Avas carefully considered. I'he 
circaimstances under which he was about to i-epair to 
Kabul, namely, at the special desire of the Amir, 
to reside as a friend at the Amir’s capital, within the 
Amir’s OAvn stronghold and in close proximity to the 
Amir’s own residence, precluded the possibility of his 
being ac(;ompanied by a strong military force, such as 
had been detailed to accompany Sir Neville Chamber 
Iain’s mission. ISJoreover, the dangers to wdiich the 
Embassy w^as specially liable were such as might bt' 
provoked by cpiarrels or misunderstanding between the 
excitable townspeople and the soldiers of the escort. It 
was, therefore, at Major Cavagnari’s personal reque.st 
that his staff’ and escort were reduced to most moderate 
dimensions, and were finally restricted to a secretary, 
Mr. ,Icnkins, a medical officej-. Dr, A. II. Kelly, and a 
military attachts lieutenant \V, H. P. Hamilton, in 
charge of a carefully picked escort of twenty-five Guides 
Cavalry and fifty infantry of the same corps. 

Major Cavagnari left Simla on the 6th July, 1879, 
and {irrived at Thai, on the British frontier, on the 
14th idem. The following day he joined Major-General 
Roberts’s headquarters at KuiTam, whence he was 
escorted by the Major-General and a small force of all 
aims to Kaiatiga in the Hazar Darakht defile, where 
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vv{is the new frontier line between British Afghanistan 
and the dominions of the ^Vmir. Here the Envoy was 
rec-eived by Sardar Khushdil Ivhan, late (Governor of 
'I’urkistan, who had been deputed by the Ainir to 
conduct him to Kabid, and on the H)th July Major 
(^avagnari took leave of General Roberts and, with his 
escort, joined the Afghan camp. On the following day 
the march towards Kabul was continued, the capital 
being reached on tlie 24th. 'I'lie Embassy was met 
with every token of friendship and respect, and its 
incmbers Avere lodged in a commodious building, con- 
sidered one of the best dwelling liouscs in Kabul, 
situated in the Bala flissar, about 2;>0 yards from the 
Amirs palace. 

Throughout the month of .iVugust the demeanour 
of the Amir toAvards the Embassy Avas most friendly, 
and although the unsettled slate of the country indi- 
cated that ^’'akul) Khan’s autliority Avas small beyond 
the walls of his capital, Avhilc the n/ull/i.s and the anti- 
Ih’itisli party lost no opportunity of exciting the hostility 
of the people tOAvards the Bi-itish alliance, yet the 
Envoy (aa’Iio had meantime been caeated a Knight C'om- 
iiiajider of the Bath) appeared satisfied with the good 
faith of the Amir, and Avith the position of the Embassy 
at Kabul. As late as the 530th August, Sir fiouis 
t’avagnari Avrote as tblloAvs : — “ I personally belicA^e that 
Y^akub Khan Avill turn out to be a very good ally, and 
that we shall be able to keep him to his engagements.” 
How ill-founded Avas this belief or at least how little 
reliance could be placed on the Amir’s authority over 
his turbident subjects, was soon to be but too clearly 
proved. The story of the tragedy Avdiich brouglit to an 
end this second attempt on the part of the British 
Government to establish an enA’oy at the Afghan Court 
is best told in the words of one of the fcAv credible 
witnesses who survived to tell the tale, Resaldar- 
j^lajor Nakhshband Khan, of the Guides Cavalry, Avho 
Was on furlough at the village of Afshar, 2 miles 
from Kabul, when the events related occurred. 
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“ Some two or three days after the arrival of Sir Ijouis 
Cavaguari and the Mission, six regiments of intantry 
amved at Kabul from Herat. ^I'hey encamped for 
three days at Deh-i-Rori, about one kos‘ distant from 
Kabul. On the morning of the fourth day they 
marched in order through the streets of Kabul, headed 
by their officers, and with bands playing. While 
marching along they shouted out, abusing the Envoy by 
name, asking why he had come there, etc. They also 
abused all the Kizilbashes, saying that they were not 
men, and that they (the Herati soldiers) would show 
them how to act. That they would soon put an end to 
Cavagnari. They then marched out of the city to their 
camp at Sherpur. The residents of the city said 
nothing to them. 'Fliey appeared neither pleased at wdiat 
was going fomard, nor the reverse. 1 was present wdien 
this took place, and at once took the news to the Envoy, 
who said, ‘ Never fear ; keep up your heart. Dogs that 
bark do not bite.’ I said, ‘These dogs do bite, and 
there is real danger.’ 

“ The Envoy said, ‘ I’hey can only kill the three or 
four of us here, and our deaths will be well avenged.’ 
I then went to M r. .Jenkins and told him what 1 had 
heard and seen. He asked me if I had been to the 
Envoy ; and if so, w'hat he had said about it. f told him 
what had pjissed, and Mr. .Jenkins said, ‘ ^Vhat the 
Envoy .says is very true. The British (Government w'ill 
not suffer from losing the three or four of lis here.’ 
A day or two after this, these Herati regiments were all 
paid up most of their arrears of pay, and w^ere given 
forty days’ leave to visit their homes. At this time 
cholera was raging violently. About 150 men out of 
their number died in one day, and the men dispersed to 
their homes in a fright, placing their arms in the Bala 
Hissar. I'hey did not even wait for their leave certifi- 
cates. Up to date none of these troops have returned. 
In my opinion the greater part of them will not rejoin, 
though some of them may do so. 'J’he Commander-in- 
Chief {Sipah Saktr), Daud Shah, was present when the 
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troops marched througlj the city {is above mentioned, 
and vvjis also abused by them. He did not reply at all. 
Some of my own countrymen were serving in these 
regiments. On my asking tliem wliat the meaning of 
all this was, they answered, ‘ Do you think soldiers 
would have acted thus without orders ? VV e were 
ordered to act as we did by our officers, and to shout 
out as we inarched about.’ I called upon a well-to-do 
Hindu, whose son is a ser\'ant of Sardar Ibrahim Khan 
(the elder brother of Yakub Khan). He knows the 
‘ins and outs’ of what goes on in the houses of the 
great men. He had been to see the Envoy twice before, 
i called him up and sent him to report to the Envoy. 
He went towards the Residency for that pui-pose. He 
ciiiue buck to me and told me that the Amir’s sentry 
would not let liim pass, and stoned liim. I reported 
this to the Envoy, who said, ‘ It is untrue. 'I’he man 
lies.’ The next morning another man endeavoured to 
get speech of the Envoy. This man was also stopped 
by the sentry. 1 don’t know who this man was. Hut 
f reported this also to the Envoy, and asked him, ‘ VV’^hat 
is the use of you being kept like a prisoner, and no one 
allowed to come near you ? ’ 

“ He answered, ‘ I will have that sentry removed.’ 
day or two after this the sentry was removed by the 
Envoy’s order. I..ieutenant Hamilton was sent to order 
the sentry’s removal, which was accordingly done. I 
heard that the Amir was very angry at the removal of 
this sentry. A day or two after this the Envoy asked 
me whether I knew what the Amir’s intention was — to 
travel with him to the frontier as he had engaged to do 
at Gandamak, or whether he intended not to go ? 

I have omitted to mention one thing. Hefore the 
arrival of the six regiments from Herat mentioned 
above, the Envoy, agreeably to a suggestion of mine, 
wished to pay Wali Muhammad Khan a visit to condole 
with him on the death of his mother. The Envoy said 
that he wished, first of all, to ask permission from the 
Amir before going. He did so, and the Amir answered, 
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“ (io,’ T’he Envoy then told me what he had done, aiul 
said that he intended to visit VYali Muhammad Khan 
the next day, ordering me to go and pi’epare A\iili 
Muhammad Klian for the visit. I went to Wali 
Muhammad Khans liouse and told him this, and tlu' 
Sardar made every preparation to reeeivc him. Tlu' 
next day, howev er, the Rnv^oy told me that he had 
asked Gliiaz, the Mchmandar, whether the Amir would 
really like his paying this visit; and that.Ghiaz had 
ajiswered, ‘ No ; the Amir will not like your going.' I 
then said, ‘ I warned the Sardar that you were coming ; 
and every one expected that you would have paid this 
visit, and all the Sardars, hearing that you have put it 
off, liave begun to trenible in their hearts, saying, * \^^• 
wonder what our fate vvill be ; if the mhih is afraid ol’ 
going, or is unable to go and visit our chief Sardar ? ‘ 
When the Envoy asked me about the j\mir’s intenfioos 
as to his proposed journey with him round his frontier, 
I replied, ‘ He will not go. He has made no prepara- 
tions for it at all. If you wish to make further 
enquiries, call the Mustaufi Habibullah Khan.’ The 
Envoy ordered me to call him. I went to tlie MmUmfi, 
who said, ‘ I am not well to-day ; 1 will go to-morrow : 
give the mhib my sahun.' 1 went to the Mustemfi tlie 
next day at 10 a.m. to call him, as he had proniised to 
be with the Envoy at 8 a.ra. The Mustavfb went to 
the Amir and stated that the Envoy had called him. 
The Amir gave him permission to go ; but said, ‘ Don't 
go alone. Take Shah Muhammad, the Wazir^ with 
you.’ 'riiey both accompanied me to the presence of 
the Envoy, who made the three of us sit down, and 
entered into conversation. He then said to them that 
he had heard that the Amir w'as not treating well the 
Sardars who had accompanied him (the Envoy) ; that 
lie had stopped giving them the income they were 
entitled to, and w'hich the Amir’s father had given them 
regularly ; that they had nothing to live upon, and 
would suffer in consequence; that the British Govern- 
rnent would not let them be the losers, and would pay 
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their allowances, if the Amir refused to do so, and that 
the Amir would not be pleased at this. 'Fhe Mmtauji 
said he was unaware that this Avas tlie ease ; that he 
would mention it to the Amir : and say that, if this 
was the ease, it was not proper. The Envoy then asked 
the Mmtaufi whether it w’as the Amir’s intention to 
travel with him, as promised, or not. lioth the Musiau/i 
and the Wazir said, ‘ He eannot go this year because 
the country is unsettled ; but lie will go next year.' 
The Envoy said, ‘Very well.’ He then asked them 
whether the Amir intended to go to meet the Viceroy 
in India. The Mmtaufi said, ‘ Yes ; he will go about 
December,’ The Envoy said to them, ‘ Ask the Amir 
again about this.’ They said, ‘ VVe will ask him.’ 'I'lie 
Envoy then dismissed them, and asked me my opinion 
as to whether the Amir intended to go to India or not. 
I {Uiswered, ‘ No ; he has thrown up the idea of going 
on tins tour Avith you, and he does not intend going to 
the darbar.’ I lieard shortly atterwards from a friend 
of mine that he heard from a friend of his, Avho Avas 
present at the time, that on the Mmtaufi and Shah 
Muhammad leaidiig the Envoy, they went straight to 
the ^Vmir and mentioned Avhat had taken place at tlie 
interview. I'he Amir was very angry. 'I’he Mustaufi 
said, ‘ Why are you angry ? If you do not give these 
men anything, and the British Government gives nothing 
to them either, they will suffer from actual Avant.’ The 
Amir tlien asked Daud Shah Avhat he thought ol‘ it, 
Daud Shah ansAA'ered, ‘ 1 am a soldiei’. I don’t under- 
stand this sort of thing. I think that the promise Avith 
tlie British at (ilandamak ought to be canned out.’ The 
Amir ansAvered, ‘This country is *Afghanistan. We 
eannot get on here Avithout practising dec-,eit.’ On this 
tlie Naib Shah Muhammad (Farastani) said, ‘ If this is 
true what you say, that Afghanistan eannot be managed 
without practising deceit, then we may look upon 
Afglumistan as on the way to ruin; it will go out of 
our hands.’ The Amir made no reply. On hearing all 
1 reported it to Sir Louis Cavagnari, who said, ‘ The 
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Amir can do as he likes.’ ( Tkin took place some eight 
or ten days before the Srrf of September.) iVbout three 
days after this, the Envoy said, ‘ 1 will go and call oji 
the Amir to-morrow.’ When 1 went to the Amir's 
darbar the next day, I saw the Envoy sitting alone 
with the Amir. Wlien he returned to the Residency, 
1 came and spoke with him. He told me that he had 
had a private interview with the Amir which had lasted 
two hours ; that the expre.ssion of the Amir’s face was 
a pleased one ; that it wjis the same expression that 
he had seen him wearing at Gandamak. On the 
2nd September, the Envoy told me that he had asked 
Shah Muhammad to secure a house for Nawab Ghulam 
Hasan Khan somewhere in the Bala Hissar, but away 
from the Residency. This Shah Muhammad had 
refused to do. 'fhe Envoy asked me to look out for 
one for him, either in the city or the Kizilbash quarter, 
or some other place than the Residency gi’ound. 1 had 
selected one, and was coming towards the Residency 
the next morning at se\'en o’clock to report having done 
so. On airiving at the gate of the Bala Hissar, 1 heard 
a report that Daud Shah had been killed by some men 
of a regiment. I went on and saw three regiments and 
a few bazjiar people going towards the Envoy’s quarters. 
1 followed them with two of my own retainers. Some 
of the men of one of the regiments recognised me, and 
said, ‘Kill him; he is Cavagnari’s father.’ 'fhe majority 
of them were unarmed. Some of them had side-arms. 
’Pwo men attacked me with sticks. One struck me on 
the shoulder, and another stnick my horse, which reared 
and turned round. I found that 1 could not get to 
the Envoy’s, so I went up a by-street to Sardar Wali 
Muhammad Khan’s house ; and leaving my horse in his 
stable. I went inside the house, where 1 found Wali 
Muhammad, who was taking his bath. I called out to 
him to come out. He did so, and said, ‘ What is the 
matter?’ 1 said, ‘ Men have gone up to kill Cavagnari.’ 
He said, ‘ Don’t stay below, go upstairs ’ ; and from 
there, 200 yards off, through a window I saw all these 
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people go up to the Envoy’s stables and begin stoning 
the xyces, undoing the horses, and plundering. Some 
went on to where the sowars’ horses were, and began to 
stone the sowars and to plunder and unfasten the horses. 
The sowars armed immediately, and I then heard two 
or three shots evidently fired by the sowars. I cannot 
tell w-hether any damage w’as done by these shots. Rut 
the crowd all retired at once, and some 200 of them 
Avent to the upper part of the Ibila Hissar to fetch their 
comrades, the rest of the soldiers going out by the Shah 
Shahir gate of the Rala Hissar to feteli their arms from 
tlieir camp. 

“ 1 heard that when tlie men had gone to fetch their 
arms, the En\’oy wrote a letter to the iVmir and sent 
it by a vhajmm. I heard that this letter reached the 
Amir; but did not hear whether he sent any reply 
or not. 

“ In about half an hour’s time, at about 7.80 or 
8 a.ni., the soldiers returned Avitli their arms and a 
regular fight began. 

“ Firing went on without intermission on both sides. 
The Afghan soldiers had capital cover, and surrounded 
file Residency on all sides. 'I'he otH(;ers of the Afghans 
directed their men. They had looted the magazine of 
the upper Bala Hissar, and had plenty of ammunition 
W’ith them. All tlie clothijig, stores, treasury, and other 
store-houses are near the Residency, 'fhe store-houses 
Avere looted. They attacked the treasury, but were 
stopped by the regiment on guard there. 'J'his regi- 
ment was, I suppose, about 500 strong, and remained 
at the treasury all the day. The Amir’s house is about 
2.50 yards from that of the Envoy. Besides the regiment 
on duty at the treasury, I suppose there w^re some 
2,000 followers of the Amir, who had come into the 
Bala Hissar early that morning, who were all round the 
Amir’s house. They wrere all armed. None of these 
joined the attacking party, though some of them did so 
at^ about 2 p.m. I hear that the Amir several times 
said, ‘ Some of you go to the Envoy’s assistance.' But 
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whenever any did go towards where the fighting was 
going on, they only shouted out ‘ Kill ! kill ! ’ This is 
only hearsay. 

“ At about 0 when the fighting was going on, 
1 myself saw the lout European officers of the Embassy 
charge out at the head of some twenty-five of the 
garrison. They drove uM’ay a party that were holding 
some broken ground. When charged, the Afghan 
soldiers ran like sheep before a wolf. About a quarter 
of* an hour after this another sally was made by a party 
with three officers at their head {Cavagnari was not with 
tliem this time), with the same result. A third sally was 
made with two Ih’itish officers (.lenkins and Harniltorj) 
leading. A foiulh sally w'as made with a Sikh Jemadar 
leading. No more sallies were made after this. They 
all appeared to go up to the upper part of the house, 
and fii-ed from above. A t about lialf-past eleven o’clock 
1 >u)ticed part of the building in which the Embassy w^as 
to be on fire. I do not know w^lio fired it. \ think it 
probable that the defenders, finding themselves so few,, 
fired part so as to have a less space to defend, 'rhe 
musketry fire went on continually all day. Perhaps it 
was hottesf; from 10 a.m. to p.m., after which time 
it slackened. And the last shots were fired about 8.30 
or 0 p.m., after which all was quiet, and every one dis- 
persed. 'fhe next morning I heard shots being fired. 
1 asked an old woman, to wdiose house I had been sent 
for safety by Sardar AVali Muhammad Khan, what was 
going on. She sent her son to find out. He said, 
‘ They are sliooting the people found .still alive in the 
Residency.’ The whole of the day the dead bodies, 
stripped, remained in the Residency. On the next day 
I heard that the bodies of all Muhammadans, Hindus, 
and the two IJritish officers (Hamilton and Dr. Kelly) 
were all thrown together into a place dug for the 
purpo.se. I heard that the body of Mr. Jenkins was 
taken to the Amir. 1 know' nothing more about it. 
Cavagnari’s body was not found. I am of the opinion 
that it must ha\'e been burnt in the house. I heard 
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tliat on tlie 4th the soldiers found some money in the 
Residency. On hearing this, the Amir posted sentries 
over the house ; and on the 5th, caused tlie bodies to be 
buried. And from other money he found there, he 
paid each sepoy of the regiment that had guarded the 
treasury a present of Rs. 7 each man. I asked Wali 
Muhammad Khaj\ to send me to some safe place. He 
gave me three ponies. 1 dressed as a grass-cutter, and 
with one grass-cutter riding one pony in front, and the 
second behind me with the other pony, we gt)t safely to 
Atshar, ^yhere 1 remained in hiding about nine days, 
when, hearing that the British force was at tlie Sliutar- 
giirdan, I travelled by night and reached that place in 
safety, and reported myself to tlie Brigadier- General 
commanding there. On about the ISlth or 14th of 
September, the man in whose house I was concealed 
came to his house and stated the following facts: He 
said the Amir called up the Sardars of every class- the 
tdiilzais, Kohistanis, Kabulis, Kizilbashes, .fajis, etc.- - 
aud asked thetn whether they intendeil to join in a 
}fhtizu (religious war) to tight the British ; and if .so, 
he requested that they would send their families to 
Kohistan and the Ghilzai country, or some other out- 
of-the-way place. 'I’hey answered, ‘ VYe are not going 
to send away our familic.s. Get the Ghilzais bring tlicir 
families to Kabul, and we Avill then fight.’ 'I'he Amir 
at this reply w^as very angi*y and abused .Jamullabadin, 
tlie man who had collected all the Sardars together, and 
had said that they wmidd agme to fight. Abdul Karim 
Khan Safi, the most powerfid man in Kohistan and a 
friend of the late Envoy’s, was cut into small pieces by 
order of the Amir about ten days ago, the Amir fearing 
that he wmuld probably seize him (the Amir) and make 
him over to the British, in case he washed to fly to 
Balkh or Kohistan.” 

“Major Sir Pierre liOuis Napoleon Cavagnari, ic.c.u., 
e.s.i.,’ was born at Stenay, Meuse, France, on 4th .luly, 

' lAfe. of Sir Louia Cuvugriari, K.V.li., C.S.L, by Rally I’rosiimo Dey. 
(.'iilciittaj 1«81. 
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1841. He was the son of Major Count Adolphe 
C’avagnari, member of an old Parraese family; and 
Secretary and Aide-de-Camp to I^rince liOuis Lucien 
Bonaparte ; and his mother was an Irish lady, daughter 
of Mr. Montgomery.” 

1 vouis Cavagnari was a scholar of Christ’s Hospital 
for six years from 18.51 until lie passed the examinations 
at Addiseombe. 

In April, 18.58, lie entered the service of the East 
India Company as a cadet, and joined the 1st Bengal 
Fiisilici's, with wliieh regiment Vie served tlu’oughout 
the Oudh campaign of 1858, receiving the Indian 
Mutiny medal. 

In 1801 Cavagnari was appointed to the Staff 
Corps, and gazetted Assistant Commissioner in the 
Punjab. He held political charge of the Ivohat district 
from April, 1800, to May, 1877, when he was appointed 
Deputy Commissitiner at Peshawar. 

Ilis untimely death was an irreparable loss to the 
Sen ice which he h.ad adorned, and to the Empire, for 
whose interests he lived and died, and to which he 
becpieatlied tlie grateful guardianship of an honoured 
memory and a spotless name. 

'fhe conduct of liieutcnant Hamilton and the rest of 
tlie Eiii'oy’s escort was worthy of their noble leader. 

I’he Commission of Enquiry appointed by Major- 
(ieneral Roberts at Kabul, after the occupation of that 
city in November 1870, to investigate the circumstances 
attending tlie attack on the Residency and the massacre 
of the Envoy and his escort, recorded the following 
remarks in tlieir proceedings : 

“ I'lie conduct of the escort of the Queen’s Gwi 
(Riides docs not form part of the enquiry entrusted to 
the Commission. But they have, in the course of their 
enquiries, had the extreme gallantry and the bearing of 
these men so forcibly brought to their notice, that they 
cannot refrain from placing on record their humble 
tribute of admiration. They do not give their opinion 
hastily, but tliey believe that the annals of no army and 
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no regiment can sliow a brighter record of devoted 
hrayery than has been achieved by tins small band of 
Guides. By their deeds they liave conferred undying 
lionour, not only on tlie regiment to which they l)erong\ 
but on the whole Britisli Army.” 

Colonel C. M. MacGregor, the President of tlie 
Commission, brought this record to the notice of Sir 
Frederick Roberts witli a view to some substantial 
recognition of the conduct of the escort. 'Uiis took the 
form of the posthunums adraissiofi to the Indian Order 
ol Merit of the whole escort ; and the distinction to be 
borne on the appointments of the (Guides : “ Residency, 
Kabul.” 


18 
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THU SKCUNI) ( AMPAUSN; A1>VAN(;K OF THK FIRST DIVISION, 
KAIH f, I fKIJ) FORCK, AND OCCUPATION OF SlIFRPUR, TO 
DI<X:EAIBliR Isr, 187!). 

I^ATF, Jit night on the l-th September, 1879, the in- 
telligcnee ot an attack on the Residency at Kabul was 
brought first by a kossid to Captain A. C -onolly. Political 
Officer at Ali Khcl. 'I'lie news wjis immediately tele- 
graphed to Simla, where the Vit^eroy summoned ji 
Council on the folloMnng day. Rut the hill extent of 
the disjister WJis not yet disclosed, nor could authentic 
information be expected for some time to come. The 
(TJo\'ernment, however, Jicted with promptitude, and 
after a brief c;onference between the \’iceroy and the 
Comnumder-in-Chief, the IVdlowing telegi*am in cipher 
was despatched to Rrigadier-tieneral Dunhjim Massy, 
then commanding the Ivurram Column, during tin; 
temporary absence of Sir Frederick Roberts at Simla : 

“ Move 23rd Pioneers, 5th Gurkhas, and Mountain 
Train to Shutargjirdan crest of pass. To entrencrh 
themselves there and await orders. 'Pen days’ supplies.” 

On the same day, tlie 5tli September, at the desire 
of Ijord Lytton, Sir Frederick Haines submitted a 
project of the operations necessary for the immedhite 
advance on and occupatioii of the city of Kjibul, in 
which the Commander-in-Chief suggested that, if the 
iiew'S of the destruction of our Mission at Kabul should 
prove true, a division under Ma.ior-General Sir F. 
Roberts of one brigade of cavalry and two brigades of 
infantry should immediately advance on Kabul over the 
Shutai-gardan Pass ; that Jjilalabad should be occupied 
by another division under Major-General Bright, and 

194 
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that Kandahar should be reoctcupied by all available 
troops under Major-General Sir 1). Stewart and Ghazni 
threatened if necessary. Meanwhile a sufficient force 
must remain on the Shutargardan, to hold tlie pass and 
the line of communication through the Kurram Vbdley, 
“ The great difficulty,’' comduded this memorandum, 
is carriage, and Sir Frederick Haines cannot too em- 
phatically urge upon Gox'ernment the necessity of using 
every endeavour to collect, by purchase or otherwise, 
some 20,000 camels, which will assuredly be recpiired to 
maintain our position at Kabul. 

“ The Shutargardan l*ass, as a line of supply, cannot 
be depended on alter the middle of Nox ember at the 
latest. jVnd the question of communication with the 
capital of iVfghanistan, should we be compelled to 
lemain there, is one which will require early and serious 
consideration.” 

I'he Governor-General in Council having appro\'ed 
of immediate action being taken in accordance with 
these proposals, Sir Frederick lloberts started from 
Simla on the (Jth September to resume command of 
the Kurram Column. Before leaving Simla, Major- 
tieneral Sir Frederick Roberts telegraphed instructions 
to the Political Officer at Ali Khel to issue a summons 
to all the headmen of the surrounding districts to meet 
him in camp on his arrival. On reaching .Ihelum, Sir 
Frederick Roberts wrote semi-officially to Sir Peter 
Kumsden, Adjutant-General in India, to the following 
effect : 

“ I'he main difficulty will be keeping the long line of 
communications safe. I require the following positions 
to be held ; and placing the garrisons at the lowest, the 
strength of each should be what 1 now propose : 

ThaL Baksh liher. Knrnnn h'orL 

I .squadron, Native I s<i»m!ron, Niiliv(‘ \ I squadron. Native 

Cavalry. Cavalry. j Cavalry. 

I regiment. Native I regiment. Native j ^ luittery, IdeJd .ArijI- 

Infantry. Infantry. j lery. 

3 eoin|ianie.s, Hritisri 
lutantry- 

I wing, Native Infantry. 
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Paiwnr KohiL 

Ali Khel 

fShutargardan. 

f> rom]Kiiii(?s, IJritisli 

j A lwittpfy,Ficlil Arlillory. 

1 Native Moiiiitain 

! n till 1 try. 

1 i Britisth AfoujilriiiL 

Battery. 

i liattery. 

2 reginuMits, Native 


j 1 i-fginiouL, British 

I lutiintry, 

1 Dot-Jiils of Britisii 

liiffiirtry. 


j liithlitry. 

1 U rugimeiits^ Njitiv<‘ 


Knshi, 

i hitantry. 

j 


I Nativp ( Avalry. 

WinvG Nicivo Infanlrv. 

'lotal 


I Fiel<l liiitti'rv . 

I MounHiin Hattery, liritisli, 

1 Mountain liattory, Niilivo. 

2 British liitantry. 
Dolrtils, British Inthntry. 

*i rof^iinonts, Native Cavalry. 

^ 7 r(‘giirients, Native Infantry. 


“ 'Inhere will be in the Kurnini V' alley after the 
!i<l\ aiiec eohmin has moved : 

I Kit'M Battery. 

I Native Aloimlaiu Battery. 

I rej^inieiit, British Inhmtry. 

Details, Jiritisli Inihiilry. 

1 D'l'iiruMil;, Native ('aval ry. 

4 re^’iiiuMits, Native Infantry^ inehHlin|>- the tol Sikhs, 
nrdt-i'ed tVoni Baiiiiu. 


“ So that the following troops sliould be ordered np 
as soon as possible ; 

I Mountain JialLery, Briti.sh. I 1 regi men t. Native ( 'aval ly. 

1 regiment, British Infantiy. | ;1 regiments, Native Infantry." 

Sir J'’rederit!k Roberts then indicated the regiments 
whose employment he would suggest, ar\d proceeded : 

“When snow falls, and my communication with 
India has to be carried on by the Kliyber route, the 
force between Koluit and Ktisbi could, no doubt, be 
weakened. Rut for the next three months I w'ould 
maintain it at tlic strength 1 have named, and throughout 
the winter I would keep two regiments of British 
infa?d.ry in the valley. 

“1 have recommended a fairly strong force for Ali 
Khcl, as I consider that, for the present, it represents 
my reserve. And before winter comes on, and my base 
is moved to the Khyber, it wall probably be necessary 
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to bring on some luitiv'e inikntry, in uddition to the 
Oth, to Iviibul. Even without casualties in actioii we 
must expect losses from sicikness ; and there may be 
more work to be done in Kabul tluin is at present 
anticipated. 

^ -Jk ^ 

“ My weak points at present are commissariat and 
tninspoi’t. [ liave just telegraphed to you lor the 
services of six young regimental oMicers, whom 1 can 
employ in either one or the other department. VV’ ith 
this aid, and if assisted by the (ihil/ais and .bijis, I dare- 
say I shall be able to manage about my transport. The 
commissariat causes me (!onsidei*able anxiety.” - 

(.llielum, 8th September, 1871).) 

Owing to the continuous hard work to which the 
auiimds on this line had been subjected since the (‘om- 
mencement of the first campaign, their numbers had 
steadily diminished till there remained lait 1..7()() mules. 
800 bullocks, and .WO sickly camels, '^fhe deficiencies 
were only partially supplied locally by the 'I'uris and 
Jajis and by the (ihil/ais tlu’ough the gt)od offices of tlieir 
chief, Padshah Khan, Eventually about half the tobd 
reejuired to move the whole Kurram Force w as collected, 
but only at the cost of the immobility of the Khyber 
h orce, wdiich was denuded of its transport. 

Rrigadier-tTeneral Massy, liaving provided as far as 
possible for early transport re(|uirements. had, on re- 
ceiving the news of the disaster at Ivabid, telegraphed 
liis ordera for the occupation of the Shutargardan to the 
officers in command of his nearest detachments. 

Four companies of the 28rd I*ioneers, which tor 
some wrecks had been employed at Sancona (also 
called Shank Gorge) in felling timber and in other 
work connected with the new (;antoninent of Shalo/an. 
started under Lieutenant-Colonel A. A. Currie on the 
8th September, halting within 2 miles of the l’ai%var 
that night, and on the 0th arrived at /Vli Khel. Here 
Lieutenant-Colonel Currie was joined by Captain G, 
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Swinicy’s mountain battery ; and on the 10th this party 
arrived at Karatiga, v^rhere the 5th Gurkhas under 
(’aptain J. Cook, who had marclied from Ali Khel two 
days previously, were already encamped. 

On the Oth, in accordance with a telegraphic order 
from Major-General Roberts, the 7th (Company of 
Sappers and Miners, tlien at Shalozan, marched with 
all speed towards the Shutargardan, 

.cVt 2.80 a.m. on the 11th tlie combined force under 
liieutenant-Colonel Currie left Karatiga, the .5th Gurkhas 
leading, 'fhe Sirkai Kotal was passed in about two 
hours, and at ,5.30 a.m. the head of the advance guard 
reached the crest of the Shutargardan Pass, followed by 
the whole column at about 0.30 a.m. Xo opposition 
was met with ; but thei e can have been but little time 
lo spare, for two horsemen were observed galloping 
iiway towards Ilobandi on the appearance of the leading 
file of the .5th Gurkhas on the crest, 'fhe entrenchment 
f)!' the position was at once begun by the 23rd Pioneers 
under the direction of laeutenant Nugent, ii.e,, and 
completed by the night of the 12th September. Helio- 
graphic communication was opened with Ali Khel, and 
the laying down of the field telegraph to that place was 
put in hand. 

Meanwhile, as much of the force in the Kurram 
Valley as could be moved with the available caniage, 
and as could be withdrawn with a due regard to the 
iriaintenance of the line of communications, was set in 
motion to the front : and by the 12th September some 
(>.()()() men were at and near Ali Khel, at which place 
Sir Frederick Roberts arrived on that day, accompanied 
by Urigadier-General T, I). Baker and Colonel C. M. 
MacGregor. Here General Roberts received a letter 
from the Amir, in answer to one forwarded to Kabul: 

“ 1 have received your letter of the 7th, and wius 
much pleased, I fully understood what was written. 
Complete confidence was restored, and a sense of relief 
felt in the friendship shown by the Viceroy, as my 
prosperity found favour in his sight. I am dreadfolly 
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distressed and grieved at the recent event ; but there is 
no figliting against God’s wdll. 1 hope to inHict sucli 
punishment on the evil-doers as will he known world- 
wide : and to prove my sincerity, 1 have twice written 
on this subject, and the third time by my c!ontidential 
servant. Slier Muhammad Klian. I now' write to say 
that for these eight days J have preserved myself and 
my family by the good offices of those who were friendly 
to me, partly by bribing, partly by coaxing the rebels. 
Some of the cavalry I have dismissed, ami night and 
day am considering how' to put matters straight. 

“ Please God, the mutineers ivill soon meet with the 
punishment they deserv e, and my affiiirs will be arranged 
to the satisfaction ot‘ the Britisli (Government, (’cjtain 
persons of high position in these provinces have become 
rebellious ; but I am W’atching carefully and closely 
every quarter. 1 have done all I could to ensure 
Nawab (Thulam Hasan’s safety. I trust to God for 
the opportunity of showing my sinceie friendship for 
the British Government, and tor recovering my good 
name before the world.” 

A t Ah Kliel General Roberts was met by a large 
number of tlie headmeji, who had been summoned l>y 
the Political Officer. A better feeling apjjeaied to exist 
among them than miglit have been ex})ccted, not- 
withstanding that ejiiissaries from Eabiil had been 
endeavouring to incite them against the British 
(Government. (General Roberts was of opinion that 
the surrounding tribes would not attempt any insur- 
rection so long as the British force in front was strong 
and successful. 

On the 13th September, Brigadier-CGeneral Baker 
proceeded to the Shutai gardan to take command there, 
and the sappers, wdio had by this date arrived on the 
pass, began work on the Sirkai Kotal, to improv'c the 
steep gradients on the Kurram side of the summit. 

The following day Nawab Sir (Ghnlam Hasan Khan, 
K.C.S.I., who had received warning of the outbreak at 
Kabul while on the road from Kandahar to the capital. 
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and had tliei’eiipon turned oil' towards tlie Kurram Valley, 
arrived at the Rritish post on the Shutjirgardan ; tlie 
fa(;t that he had not been molested on the road proved 
that the I>ogar \'alley was as yet undisturbed. 

On the T()th Hrigadier-General Baker reconnoitred 
Iroin the suinmit of the Shutargardan towards Kuslii 
and reached the Shinkai Kotsil, a short distance beyond 
the village and fort of Dobandi. No resistance w^as 
olfered, a?id inspection proved that the difficulties both 
of this kotul and the far-famed Akhun Ivhel gorge had 
been rather overestimated, though if held by a skilled 
and resolute force their passage would, doubtless, be 
attended with considerable difficulty. 

During this interx al the concentration of troops v'as 
proceeding as raj)idly as possible, but w-as inipeded by 
the deficiency of ade(|uate transport. Owing to the 
continuous hard work to which the transport animals 
of the Kurram Field Force had been subjected, their 
numbers laid steadily diminished, until at tlie beginning 
of the month of September there remained only about 
l.aOO mules, .500 sickly camels, and 800 bullocks, or 
barely sufficient to enable the commissariat to feed the 
force, which it was presumed would remain in the 
Kurram \^‘dley for tlie winter. It is true that a large 
number of pack-bullocks had, prior to the occurrences 
whi(rl) led to the advance on Kabul, been despatched for 
the commissariat service in the valley. But many of 
these hail been either knocked up by the journey from 
the Funjah, oi’ were suffering from semi-starvation to 
such an extent as to be practically useless, 

I^ocal carriage, drawn from the Turis and Jajis, had 
to some extent made up for the deficiencies in this 
respect ; and. aided by transport obtained from the 
(Riilzais, had enabled the commissariat to collect a 
considerable amount of supplies at the Shutargardan, 
quite sufficient to relieve any anxiety as to the imme- 
diate wants of the troops left there, and it had also been 
possible to moA^e still larger stores forward for the force 
advancing on Kabul. 
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Tliese troops, ooniposing the 1st Division of U»e 
Kiirram Field Force, Minounted to some 7»5()() of all 
ranks, and were brigaded by Major-Cieneral Roberts as 
follows : 

Kahltj, Fiku) Fokch. 

l\Iajor-(Tenoial Sir F. 8. Iloliorts, k.c.u., v.(\, ('oimnuadini^. 

(Viptaiii G. "r. Pretyaiun, it. a., Aidi‘-(li>(’jini|>. 

Captain R. lV)lc-(Vrew, u\i(k!-(h>('ainp. 

Dj*. H. W. llelkw, Political OHicor. 

Colond M. MaeGivgur, e.H., c.sa. (m.i:., I)e|)iilv Adjiilnnt and 
(^)llarttann^lst(*r“Cicnoral. 

Major W. Galbraitli, S 5 th Foul, Assistant Adjntaid>< Jcmii’al. 
(jiptain 11 . (i. Kennedy, Assistant yiiririerrnast.tM- tJeneral. 

Captain 11 . A. Combe, lOth Hussars, Deputy A.ssista.nl k)uarter- 
master -General. 

bieulenant C. H. M. Smith, ‘ird Sikhs, Deputy Assistant Quarter- 
master-General. 

Major C. A. Gorham, r.a., Deputy Judge Advoeaie. 

Ca|)tain K. 11 . MeEwen, {j 2 ud nighlandta's, Provost Marshal. 

. 1 / \di( a 1 1 h pa rf nwnt. 

Deputy Surgoon-Cienei'al S. C. Townseiul, Priuei|)al Medicrd OHirer. 
Suvg(‘on-Maj<)r A, d. Dale, .vi.a. 

Conmihsimat Dcpa rt inmi, 

hieuteriaut-Colouel J. V. Hunt, fl.s.e., PriiKapal ( ’ommissariat 
Dtlieer. 

En^rinecr Dcpartmmt. 

Lieutenant-Colonel /E. Perkins, c.b.. Royal Engine<*rs,Counnan(ling. 
('aptain R, G. VVoodthorpe, u.i:.., in charge of Surveving. 

( 'aptain E. Siraiou, 2 * 22 nd Foot, in charge of Signalling. 
lAeutenant C. Nugent, u.k., No. 7 Company Sappers. 

Lieutenant F. llurn-Mnrdo(‘h, k.e.. Royal Engineer Field Paik. 

(U)7mnunicatU}7is and l\amport, 

Rrigadier-General H. H. Gough, c.h., v.c., Road Commanduut. 
Lieutenant-Colonel H, M. HeaUicote, it.s.c., Director of I rajisporL 

Veteriiutry DeparttnciiL 

Veteriimry-Surgeou G, A. Oliphant, Principal Veterinary Surgeon. 
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Artilkrtj, 

Lieuieiiaiil>( ’olonel U. L. (ionloii, CoiDiriaJulIiig. 

(VipUiiii rl. VV. Adjutant, Royal Horse Ai tillery. 

F-A, Royal Moi’se Artillery, Major J. (■. Smyth-Wintihaiii. 
(1-y, Roval Artillery, Major Sidney Farry, 

No. I (Kohat) Mountain Battery (4 guns), Fiiptain H. R. L. 
Morgan. 

No. 2 (I)erajat) Mounbiin Battery, Captain G. Swinley, and 
2 Gatlings, Captain A. Broadfooi. 

(’apiain 1^. 1). Sluifto, in (‘liarge Ordnance Field Park. 

Cajdain G. K, Pemberton, in charge Ordnance Field Park. 

Cavalry lirigade. 

Brigadier* Genera] W. G. 1). Mas.sy, Connnanding. 

Lieutenant J. P. Braba/on, lOtli Hussars, Brigade-Major. 

9tli l.ancers squadrons), Lieutenant-C'olonel R. S. Cloland. 

51 h Punjab Cavalry, Major F. Hununond. 

12th Bengal Cavalry, Major J. IT. Green. 

14th Bengal Lancejs, liieulenant-C’olonel T. (J. Ross. 

I.v< lafantry Brigade, 

Brigadierdieneial H. 'P, Maepherson, e.iu, v.c., Coninianding. 
Captain \V. l^Virwell, Brigade-Major. 

()7tli P'oot, Colonel (’. B. Knowles. 

92nd Iligldanders, Colonel G. H. Parker. 

28th Punjab Irdantry, (’olonel J. Hudson. 

2/^/ Infantry Brigade, 

Brig.idier-Cieneial 'P, 1). Baker, 18th Fool, Commanding. 

(’aptain G. <le C. Morton, l-()th Foot, Brigade- Major. 

72nd Higlilanders, laeuteimnt-C'olonel W. H, J. Clarke, 
bid Sikhs, Lieutenant -Colonel (L .N. Money, 
otli Pimjab Infantry, laeuteiiaiit-Colonel J, W. MacQueen. 
2brd Pioneers, LieutenanW /olonel A. A. Ciirrie. 

5ili Gurkhas, Major A. FitzHugh. 

I'lie transport for this portion of the above force 
consisted of tibout 2,000 mules, 750 camels, and 750 
bullocks^ Tliere were some 6,000 followers with this 
force uiulei* Sir F. Roberts. 

Tlie remainder of the Kurram Force, to be left on 
the line of communication, was compo.sed as follows, 
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iird Iitfantn/ IMff idr. 

Brigadier-Cieiieral J. A. Tytler, c.«., v.c., Comnifuidijig. 

Major H. T- •luiie.s, 81 st Foot, Brigiide-Major. 

Lifuteiiaiil E. Burrell, 85th Foot, Deputy Assistant QuartermasUr- 
General. 

Major A. !*• rainier, 9th Bengal Cavalry, Assistant Boad (.'om- 
inaudant between TJial and Ali Khel. 

85th Foot, Major 1). A. Grant. 

11th Bengal Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel 1’. M. F. Harris. 
Ifith Bengal Infantry, Colonel .1. T. Watson. 

30th 1‘uujab Infantry, ( ’olonel It. G. Bogeis. 

Mfi Infantrif Itriffide. 

Bi-igadier-General T. E. Gordon, e.s.r., Connnanding. 

Captain II. G. Grant, 7Hth Foot, Brigade-Major. 

3-8th Foot, Coloiu?! F. B. Drew. 

4th I’unjab Infantry, Colonel H. F. Close. 

31st Punjab Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel E. W. Collis. 

39th Punjab Infantry, Colonel J. .1. H. Gordon. 


It WHS .subsequently, however, found impossible to 
adhere to the above organisation by brigades. 

Sir Frederick Roberts’s plan of operations, as sub- 
mitted to Ai’iiiy Head-quarters on the 17th September, 
included the occupation of Kushi on or before the 
27th September by an advaiute brigade under Hrigadier- 
General 1’. 1). Baker, tlie rendez\(jus there of the 
troops intended for the advance, and the collection at 
the same place of all supplies and transport necessary 
for a rapid march on Kabul. Pending the (!ompletion 
of these preliminaries he intended himself to remain 
at Ali Khel, perceiving that by so doing the people of 
Afghanistan would be kept in doubt as to the actual 
intentions of the British Government. 'Pheir idea w'as 
that the season was too far advanced for troops to 
attempt a march on Kabul, and that, beyond occupying 
the Shutargardan and making a demonstration as tar 
as Kushi, nothing would be done until the spring of 
next year. The fact of Sir Frederick Roberts crossing 
the Shutargardan would, he was aware, make his plans 
clear to the Afghans and neighbouring tribes, and 
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would be the signal for the assemblage of all those 
who had determined to oppose the advance. His 
object, therefoie, was to let as short a time as possible 
intervene between his move to Kushi and his arrival 
at Kabul, especially in view' of the fact that lack of 
tratisport would prevent him from moving the M'hole 
of his force at once, and that a halt icould have to he 
made evert/ fteeond dai/ to alloxc of the tramport animak 
hei/t^' .'icni haeli to hriitg up the rear brigade. 

iiy the 18th of September the following force was 
e<.)llected at and firmly established and entrenched upon 
the crest of the Shutargardan under command of 
Hrigadier-Cjcueral Raker : 

No. Mountain Battery. 

7J2n<l riiglilanders. 

7th ('V)nipany Sappers and Miners. 

2tSrd Pioneers. 

5th (jiirkhas. 


'I'he road over the Shutargardan Pass was being 
made practicable for horsed guns, and the force was 
Ijeing strengthened as rapidly as possible for an advance 
on Kushi. The attitude of the neighbouring tribes 
was (;onsider,ed satisfactory, for some of those who 
hitherto had been lioldmg aloof had now come in or 
were on their way to the camp. The headmen on the 
Kushi side were also inclined to be friendly, and said 
that supplies ajid transport w'ould be forthcoming when 
the troops adx anced. 

Notwithstanding this apparent tranquillity, however, 
directly Rammu was ended, on the 22nd September, 
a combined attack was made by Mangals and Ghilzjiis, 
numbering from 200 to 300 men, upon a telegraph 
party whilst on the march between the Sirkai Ivotal 
and KiU'atiga. Soon after 0 a.m. on that day a party 
consisting of 1 telegraph linesman, 22 telegraph 
coolies, 40 muleteers, and 84 mules, escorted by 
1 naik and 10 sepoys of the 5th Punjab Infantry, left 
Shutargaixlan, without the knowledge of Brigadier- 
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General Baker, for tlie purpose of bringing up telegrapij 
poles from Karatiga. About 1) a.m. iiitelligenc'e I’euehed 
Shutargardau that not only had tins party been 
attacked, but also that a heavy fire had been kept up 
upon a detachment, consisting of 1 British officer 
and 50 non-commissioned oflicers and men stationed 
in a blockhouse on the Sirkai Kotal. As many of the 
72nd Highlanders as c;ould be spared from Ivasim Khel 
at once proceeded to the spot : but the marauding band 
had disappeared, and attempts to follow tla'in up pro\'ed 
fruitless. One man of tlie tietaehment at the Sirkai 
Kotal had been surprised and cut up, whik; the loss 
of the telegraph party amounted to 1 ?iaik and (> 
sepoys of the 5th Punjab Infantry, I linesman, 12 
muleteers, and 5 coolies, killed ; 1 sepoy, 5th Punjab 
Infantry, and 2 muleteers wounded ; and 1 muleteer, 
2 coolies missing, ^^'hile the whole of the convoy of 
mules was carried off. Orders had been issued that 
no escort of a less strength than 25 men per cent, of 
animals in a convoy should be sejit out ; but this order 
does not seem to have been understood by the 
Superintendent of 'relegraphs. 

On the 23rd September F-A, Royal fR>rse Artillery, 
joined the remainder of the a(han(;ed force on the 
Shutargardan. 'I'he guns, limbers, and wagons had to be 
man-handled up the last ascent to the Sirkai Pass, the 
hist 1,000 yards of the ascent taking over three hours 
to accomplish, although assisted by the detachment of 
the 72nd Highlanders with drag-ropes. 'I’he descent 
from the Shutargardan to Dobandi on the following 
day necessitated the same arrangements. 

On the 24th September the forward movement to 
Kushi began. General Baker and part of his brigade 
moving down from the Shutargardan through Dobandi 
and over the Shinkai Kotal and reaclnng Kushi the 
same evening, thus securing the entrance into the 
I.iOgar Valley and obtaining a standpoint in it. 'I'he 
remainder of the brigade reached Kushi on the two 
folloM'ing days as follows : 
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Septeinl)cr I24lh . 


September 25th . 


Se|)terijl)er 2(5 ih . 


f 1 company 72nd Highlanders. 

jsth Gurkhas. 

jl2th Bengal Cavalry, 

^4 guns No. 2 Mountain Battery. 

/F-A, Royal Horse Artillery. 

(7 companies 72nd Highlanders. 

/2 guns No. 2 Mountain Battery, 

1 23rd Pioneers, 

l7th Company Sappers and Miners. 
v5th Punjab Infantry (6 companies). 


On the 2(>th September iMajor-General Sir Frederick 
HobtTts made over to Brigadier-General 'P. E. Gordon 
the military command of all troops in Kurram, and 
also the political charge of tlie district, preparatory to 
his proceeding to join the advance column of the Kabul 
Field Force. 

Besides the brigade which had already reached 
Kushi, the strength and positions of the remainder of 
the troops on this date are given below : 


At Sliinkoi Kotal 
Shutnrgaidan . . J 

Sirkai Kotnl . . | 

Karat iga . . , | 

Ali Khd . . A 

iiarlMti'dast Kala . . | 

Paiwar Kotal 


5th Punjab Infiintry ((> companies), 

14th Bengal Laiuters, 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (4 guns). 
72nd Highlanders (1 company). 
92nd Highlanders ((> companies). 
3rd Sikhs, 

92nd Highlanders (] company), 

5th Punjab Infantry (1 company). 

92nd Highlanders (1 company). 

5th Punjab Infantry (1 company). 

Sc|iuidron 9th I^ancers. 

5th Punjal) Cavalry, 
i ('“4, Royal Artillery. 

2-8th Foot (2 companies)* 

(i7tli Foot. 

28th Punjab Infantry. 

(t- 3, Royal Artillery. 

11th Bengal Infantry* 

21st Punjab Infantry. 

2-8th Foot (4 companies)* 
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Kurmm 

Baiesh Kliel 
I’lial . 


liith Bengal Lancers (wing), 
i C-4, Royal Artillery. 

2-8th Foot (2 companies). 

DeOiils, British regiments, 
f 1st Bengal ('avalry (1 scpiailnm). 

. J No. 1 Mountain Batterv (2 guns). 
I 20th Punjal) Inlantry. 
j 1st Bengal Cavalry (2 s(|iia<lr<ms). 
( 29th Fiinjah Infantry. 


Before detailing liirther the advance of the force 
on Kabul it will be well to glance at the positions ol' 
the troops destined to hold the long line of eomnnini- 
eations, and to consider the eirraiinstances under which 
their cinployinent wuis necessary. 

In order to make certain the continnance of the 
apparent inclination of l*adshah Khan (Ahniadzai) and 
his Ghilzais to assist the forward movements of the 
troops, it was necessary to hold the Shutargardan and 
Ali Khel in strength for the })resent. A month or 
six weeks later the extreme (;old would necessitate the 
withdraw'al of the troops stetioned at tlie Shutargardan, 
and in two or three months’ time those at Ali Khel 
Avould also have to be withdrawn. 'Phis retirement 
would then be understood by the tribes, and would not 
he misconstrued by them into an expression of weak- 
ness on the part of the Government. Should it, 
however, be carried out befoi-e there w'as any apparent 
cause for it, it would probably be the signal for a 
general rising. 

By the time indicated, the Shutargardan route 
would no longer be necessary, siiure it was assmned 
that the line of communication by the Khyber would 
then be opened. 'Fhe position on tlie Shutargardaii 
had been carefully entrenched, and was to be held l)y 
two native infantry regiments with four guns of a 
mountain battery, w'ell supplied with food and 
ammunition. 

The.se troops, it w^as considered, should Iuiac no 
difficulty in maintaining themselves against any attack 
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of such tribes us might combine against them. For 
this duty the 21st Punjab Infantry were detiiiled, with 
the exception of about 250 weakly men, who were to 
be left at Kurrnm, the 3rd Sikhs, and four guns of 
No. 1 Mountain Rattcry, tlie whole being under the 
command of Lieutenant-f'olonel Money, 3rd Sikhs. 
At iVli Khel, where the head-quarters of Brigadier- 
General 1'. E. Gordon, e.s.i., were to remain, there 
were to be stationed three guns of C-4, Royal Artillery, 
a wing of the 2-8th (The King’s) Regiment, and the 
1 Ith Bengal Infantry. These troops at Ali Khel were 
to be encamped on a defensible plateau, which had been 
rendered very strong, and wdiere they would be able 
to hold their own against any possible combination. 
Gn the Paiwar Kotal the other wing of the 2-8th ('fhe 
King’s) Regiment was to be stotioned. 

It would have been desirable to have had a wdng 
of a native infantry regiment and some cavalry stationed 
at Shalozan, near the site of the new Kurram canton- 
ment ; but there w'as not a sutHcient number of troops 
to allow' of this. It w'us, therefore, arranged wdth 
Brigadier-General 'F. E. Gordon tliat a 'J'uri levy, 
numbering about 350 or 400 men, should be raised 
from the villages of l^iiw^ar, Shalo/an, Mailana, and 
Ziran, in the Kurram Valley. 'I'hese men w^ere to he 
under the orders of their own and it w'as 

considered that they w'ould afford sufficient protection 
to the wwkpeople until a small garrison could be 
provided. 

At Kurram Fort the gaiTison w^as to consist of 
the — 

13th llengftl I.anooi’s (heiul-(jiiartcrs wing). 

('-4, Uoynl Artillery (three gnii.s). 

67th Foot i 

72ih 1 Highlanders - details, nund)ering some 5230 men, 

})2nd Highlanders J 

21sh Piinjali Infantry (250 weakly men). 

Ijooking, howe\'er, to the importance of Kurram as 
the depot for stores and ammunition for the troops in 
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the valley, it was an-anged, f<)r the sake of security, 
that the 20th Punjab Infantry was to move to tliat 
station from 'Fhal on the arrival at tlie latter place of 
the 13th Bengal Infantry, and that Colonel .1. .1. 11. 
(iordoii, the commandant of the first-named regiment, 
should l>e placed in command of the troops at Kiirram. 

Although the garrison at Kurram itself was weak, 
it was considered beneficial to the upper portion of the 
valley for the wing of the cavalry regiment detailed for 
that garrison to be constantly on the mo\'e ; and, there- 
fore, one troop was directed to march fretpie»itly 
between Kurram and Ali Khel, as this was likely to 
have the best possible effect, and would act as a strong 
patrol. 

Balesh Khel was a post of some importanc-e, as the 
several sectiojis of the Orakzai tribe meet near that 
point. Two guns of No. 1 Mountain Battery and the 
20th Punjab Infantry were, therefore, stationed there 
under the command of 1 iieutenant-C'olonel R. (k 
Rogers of that regiment. 'I'his small garrison was 
placed on a commanding position, whicl) bail l)een 
artificially strengtliened, and was believed to be quite 
impregnable against the tribes. 

The posts of Wali Muhammad Khan, Shinak, 
Alizai, Mandori, and Sapri were all held by detachments 
of native cavalry and infantry as strong as the sickly 
state of the 1st Bengal C'avalry and of the 20th I*unjab 
Infantry would admit of ; while at Thai tlie garrison 
con.sisted of the remainder of these two regiments. 

This disposition accounted for all the troops in the 
valley ; and although it was perhaps desirable to have 
stronger posts at certain places, yet it was not antici- 
pated that any attack would have to be met beyond 
ordinary hill raids, so long as success attended the force 
moving on Kabul. 

Meanwhile, however, the garrison of Kohat had 
been considerably weakened in order to supply 
regiments for the front and for the more advanced 
posts. This fact was brought to the notice of the 
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Punjab Go\'emnicnt by the Comtnissioner of the 
li’esiiawar Division, who deprecated the further reduc- 
tion of the Kohat garrison by tiie advance of a wnng ol’ 
the IJith Bengal Lancers from that place to Kurram. 
In (‘onsequence, therefore, of tlie representations of 
the Punjab (iovernment, the 18th Bengal Cavahy was 
ordered to proceed from Peshawar to Kohat, a wing 
of it being detached to Serozai. 'I’lie remainder of the 
Jxohat garrison then consisted of a wing of the 13th 
Bengal Iiancei*s, a garrison battery, and the 1st Sikh 
I nfantry. 

On the 27th September Sir h’rederick Roberts 
moved his diA'isit^nal liead-rjuarters from AH Khel to 
tiie Shubugardan, accompanied by the head-cjuarters f>(‘ 
tl\e Cavalry Brigade, 1 S(juadron of the 9th Lancers, 
the .5th Punjab Cavalry, 28th Punjab Intantry awl a 
d<,‘tachment of the .5th l*unjab Infantry. 

'Phe infantry marched in rear of the column, the 
t'avalry and staff being oi‘dered to push on in order to 
reach Kasim Khel or the Slmtargardan before dark. 
At about 10.30 a.in. the head of the column Avas joined 
by 25 men of the 92nd Highlanders, who had been sent 
from Karatiga to act as an advance guard, in con- 
sequence of a rumoured gathering in the Hazar 
Daraklit defile of Mangals and Ghilzais of Machalgu, 
On their marcih downward this detachment saw no in- 
dications of the presence of an enemy ; but at 1 1 a.ni. 
a. report reached the Mtqor-General that 20,000 
Mangals had occupied the pass between .laji Thana 
and Karatiga. A retionnaissance was immediately sent 
fonvard under ("aptain VV. .1. Vhmsden, 5th Punjab 
(’aA^alry, who asttertained that the enemy held both 
sides of the ravine half a mile beyond .Taji Thana. 
1'hey were speedily cleared off the northern side of the 
gorge by the detachment of the 92nd, supported by a 
dismounted troop of the f)th L.ancers, but some little 
time elapsed before they were driven from the pre- 
cipitous hills on the south. In this skirmish Captain 
Vousden’s horse was shot, and Deputy Surgeon- 
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General S. C. 'rowiisend was severely wounded in tlie 
cheek. 

Meantime fighting liad for some hours been carried 
on in the direction t)t* Karatiga ; and presently large 
numbers of the enemy were seen retreating before a 
small detachment of the 92nd H ighlanders and 9rd Sikhs, 
which had been sent out from Kai-atiga. 'Phis party 
was handled with energy ajid skill, which reflected tin; 
highest credit on Color-Sergeant Hector MjicDonald, 
92nd Highlanders, and Jemadar Sher Muhammad of the 
9rd Sikhs, but for whose excellent services it might, 
writes Sir Frederick Roberts, haA c been impossible to 
eaiTy out the progi'amme of the march. 

Havildar Fazl Jan and three sepoys of the .‘Ird Sikhs 
were killed, while the enemy suffered so severely that 
they withdrew to their homes and abandoned their in- 
teiition of attacking Karatiga. 

Sir Frederick Roberts arrived at Kushi on the 
2Sth September, and found there, ir* additioji to the 
troops already detailed, I squadron 9th I.ancers, 
the .5th Punjab C’avalry, and 92nd Highlanders. ’’I'he 
Amir Yakub Khan had also arrived froju Kabul on the 
previous day. His Foreign Secretary and h’i nance 
Minister, Wazir Shah .Vluhammad and Mustauti 
liabibullah, had A'isited Sir I'rederick Roberts’s camp 
on the 23rd, and remained there three days, and in con- 
sequence of the negotiations conducted by them, Yakub 
Khan with his eldest son, several Sardars, a suite of 
1.5 persons and an escort 200 strong, arrived in (Jeneral 
Hater’s camp on the 27th. He remained permanently 
Avith Sir Frederick Roberts’s head-quarters during the 
advance against Kabid, and Avas treated as a guest under 
the lightest surA'^eillance. He took advantage of the 
liberty accorded him to keep in close touch with the 
leaders of the Afghan army at Kal)ul, and was con- 
tinually visited by \wious messengers and probably 
by Nek Muhammad himself, the chief commuiider at 
Kabul, who Avas the Amir’s OAvn uncle. 

On the two last days of September the rear guard 
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of the 1st Division, Kabul Field Force, marched from 
Ali Khel to the Shutargardan, and arrived at Kiishi on 
the 1st October, while on the 30th September the 
Cavalry Brigade under Brigadier-General Dunham 
Massy, acct)mpanied by two guns F-iV, Royal Horse 
Artillery, two companies 72nd Highlandei'S, and the 
iith Punjab Infantry, advanced from Kushi 10 miles to 
Zargau Shahar. The two batteries of artillery with the 
force had now surmounted the difficult Shutargardan 
l*ass without any accident, a feat which evidently much 
astonislied the /Xfghans, and reflected gi-eat credit on 
Captain H. Pipon, who commanded F-A, Royal Horse 
Artillery, and Major Sidney Parry, commanding G-3, 
Royal Artillery. 

So far, Cicneral Roberts' force had concentrated at 
tile rendezvous in Kushi according to tlie progi'amme 
which he had planned, “ notwithstanding difficulties of 
transport greater than 1 ever remember to have ex- 
perienced in any former campaign.” 

Now% on the 1st October, it became evident, how- 
ever, that, owning to w'ant of carriage, the Major-General 
would be reluctantly compelled to alter his plans juid 
defer his contemplated arrival at Kabid for some days, 
'rims, instead of being able to push on the cavalry 
under Brigadier-General Massy to Saiadabad on the 
2nd October, as intended, it was necessary for the 
brigade to remain halted at Zargan Shahar. On this 
date the 2nd Brigade, under Biigadier-General Baker, 
marched to Zargan Shahar, where the General with 
divisional head-quarters and the remaining infantry 
joined them before evening. Sardar VV ali M uhammad, 
a represenhitive of Do.st Muhammad’s family and of the 
faction opposed to Amir Vakub Khan, joined Sir F. 
Roberts’s camp at Zargan Shahar. On the 3rd October 
the advance was continued to Saiadabad by the head- 
quarters and the greater part of the column, and on the 
4th a halt was made to penuit of the arrival of supplies 
and transpoi’t. 

On the former date the following proclamation to 
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the people of Kabul was issued by Sir Prederiek 
Roberts : 

“ Be it kriowti to all that the British array is 
advancing on Kabul to take possession of the city. If 
it be allowed to do so peacefully, well and good ; if not, 
the city will be seized by Ibrce. 

“ Therefore all well-disposed persons who have taken 
no part in the dastardly murder of the British Embassy, 
or in the plunder of the Residency, ai’e warned tliat, if 
they are un/ible to prevent resistance being offered to the 
entrance of the British array and to the authority of 
His Highness the Amir, they should make immediate 
arrangements for their own safety, either by coming 
into the British camp, or by such other measures as 
may seem fit to them. .^Vtid as the British (Tovernment 
does not make war on women and children, warning is 
given that all women and children should be removed 
IVom the city beyond the reach of harm. The British 
Government desires to treat all classes with justice, and 
to respect their religion, feelings, and customs, while 
exacting full retribution from offenders. Every effort 
will, therefore, be made to prevent tlie innocent suffer- 
ing with the guilty. But it is necessary that the utmost 
precaution should be taken against useless o})position. 
Therefore, after the receipt of this proclamation, all 
persons found armed in or about Kabul will be treated 
as enemies of the British Cfovernment ; and further, it 
must be clearly understood that if the entry of the 
British force is resisted, I cannot hold myself respon- 
sible for any accidental mischief which may be done to 
persons and property, even of well-disposed people, who 
may have neglected this warning.” — (Zargan Shahar, 
3rd October = 15th Shawal 1879.) 

On the 5th October the vicinity of the group of 
villages known as Chaharasia, 11 miles from Kabul, was 
reached by the whole column except a rear guard, 
under Brigadier-General Maepherson, left at Saiadabad 
to protect ammunition and stores, for which transport 
hadf to be sent back on the afternoon of the same 
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day.* Up to this point no serious inter {‘erence had been 
ottered to tlie advance, except a feeble attack on the rear 
of the coluimi while (crossing the J^ogar at Saiadabad. 
Hut the evident hostility of the people, as well as news 
of a deterniined attack on the Shutargardan im- 
mediately after the departure of the bulk of the force, 
shoAved suffitriently clearly that more vigorous opposition 
might be looked for before Kabul w^as reached. It was, 
however, quite impossible to obtein any information as 
to the intentions of the enemy. 

Immediately on arriving at C'haliarasia reconnoitring 
parties of cavalry were pushed forward along three 
roads leading to Kabul. A few shots Avere tired at these 
parties, but no traces of any large body of the enemy 
weie visible, and the force under Sir F, Roberts concen- 
trated at Chaharasia, where they biA^ouaeked for the night. 

The troops actually present under his immediate 
command were as follows : 


A rllllarit. 

F-A, Itoyal Hortso Artillery, Major Suiylli-WitRllifnn.'l 

Royal Artillery, Major Parry. ! 'I'oial IfJ gmxa. 

No. 2 i\iouiitain Rattery (-1 guiis^). Captain Svvinley. ) 

Caralrif. 


T'lMler Hrigadier'- 
General Dun- 
liiini Massy. 


'J)tli Lancers (J sqiuMlrou), ( apt tin 
Ap[Kn*ley, 

nth Ihmjah (rivalry (2 stpiadrons). 
Major Maminond. 

I2i.li Bengal (-avalry (3 stpiadrons), 
Major (ireon. 

I4tli Ihnigal Lancers (3 squadrons), 
Lieiitcnant-Colonel Ross. 


Total i) sijnadron: 


Infanlrtf, 


f(l7th Foot (half biitUiIion), Colonel 
li. Ivnowles. 

1 72nd Hlglilauders, Lieutenant- 1 

l^ntisi, VV. 11 . J. Clarke. 

Cndcr 02iid Highlanders, Lieutenant- 1 

Brigadier- 1 Colonel (L II. Parker. 

(ieneral j.oth Punjab Infimtry, Major H. 

Baker. M. Pratt. 

Native 23rd Pioneers, Lumtenant-Colonel I 

A. A, Currie. 

,oth Gurkhas, Majtu* A. l''it»Hugh. : 
^ 2 Gatling guns. Major A. Broadfoot. 


Total oi battalions. 


* niis force consisted of I squadron oth Punjab (Cavalry, 2 guns No. 2 
Mountain Battery, a wing 67th Foot, and the 28tli Punjab Infantry. 
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The total strength of this force was about 3,800 
men, including gunners. 

Cavalry patrols were ordered to proceed at daylight 
on the ()th October to teel for the enemy, while the 
Major-General determined to seize as soon as possible 
after dawn the crest of the pass known as the Sang-i- 
Nawishta, about 5 miles in advance of the camp, by 
which he had decided to continue his march on Kalju). 
In iiddition the following force left the camp soon alter 
daybreak, to work on the road tlnough the pass and to 
render it lit for the passage of guns : 

(i'O .sabrps), ( I J. \V. ;\p|M»rioy. 
r'liflor LU’utonaiil- INuijab ( rivaliy ( I Major K lliirninom]. 

(■t»l<nu*l A. A,. No. ‘2 iMiMinlaln Hattt'iy (2 (left (livi.vion), uiuler 

C urrie, 2.‘5rfl J/ienUMiaiit (/. A. Montanaro, u. v. 

Pioneoi'!^, Ilighlamlers (2UI rilles). Major 4 i. S. While. 

l*ioueers (150 rillejs), LieutejuniM.-oloiiel ( 'urrie. 

Before, however, any reports laid been received from 
the cavalry patrols, and before the Major-General could 
carry out his intention of occupying the Sang-i- 
Nawishta l^ass, all doubts as to the intentions of the 
enemy were set at rest by the appearance of large 
masses of Afghan troops on the crest-line of the hills 
stretching from the heights on both sides of the pass on 
the riglit to the Cliardeh V^alley on the lell. 

No hurry or confusion marked their movements, 
and the positions were taken up and gims placed with 
so much deliberation and coolness that it was evident 
tliat a large number of regular troops w^ere massed 
along the position. Soon allerwards repoi-ts were 
received that the cavalry patiols luitl been fired upon 
and were retiring slowly. 

It was essential that the enemy should be dislodged 
from their strong position before dark, 'fheir occupa- 
tion of heights intervening between Chaharasia and 
Kabul was a menace that could not be brooked. 

Behind these heights lay the densely crowded city 
of Kabul, with the scarcely less crowded suburbs of 
Chardeh, Deh-i-Afghan, etc., and the numerous villages 
which lie thickly clustered all over the Kabul V^alley. 
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Fiat'h of these had eontribiited its quota of men to 
dispute tile advance of the British ; and it did not re- 
quire much experience of Afghans to know that the 
numhei’s already assembled would be very considerably 
increased if the enemy were allowed to remain in 
possession of their stronghold for a single night. 

.<Vbout this time it was also reported that the road 
in rear of the column was blocked, and that the march 
of General Macphersoifs brigade, with its long string 
of baggage, would be opposed : whilst on the hills on 
both sides of (General Roberts’s camp bodies of men 
were seen assembling and, as was afterwards learnt, only 
waiting for nightfall to make a general attack upon the 
encampment. 

'Phe situation was a difficult one, for the main body 
of the division was almost suiToimded, and separated 
from its baggage. It was probable tliat any hesitation 
would encourage the enemy to descend from all sides 
upon the camp, while an attack in overwlielming num- 
bers might have been made upon General Rlacpherson’s 
small force encumbered with the convoys of stores 
and ammunition. Notice was at once sent to General 
Macphersori to keep a good look-out, and to reach 
(/haharasia, if possible, before dark ; and at the same 
time a squadron of cavalry was sent back to reinforce him. 

'Phe Afghan position formed the arc of a circle, 
and extended from the Sang-i-Nawishta gorge to the 
heights above Chardeh, north-west of Chaharasia. Both 
sides of the gorge were occupied ; and so was the semi- 
detached hill to the south of it, and at least sixteen 
guns were observed in position — vh. twelve mountain 
guns on the hill immediately to the west of the gorge 
and four Armstrongs in front of the Sang-i-Nawishta 
gorge, the total length of the enemy’s line occupying 
nearly 6 miles of country. 'Phe main position of the 
Afghans was on the elevated ridge directly to the w'est 
of the Smig-i- N awishta Pass. At the end next the defile 
where tlie guns were posted the elevation (6, ,529 ft.) 
measured some 700 ft. above the plain, whilst at the 
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other extremity the ridge culminated in a peak 7, .‘134 ft., 
or 800 fl. higher. Thence the line extended along the 
crest of the lower heights to a rugged rocky hill, whose 
summit (6,053 tt.) was nearly 1,300 ft. above Cha- 
harasia. In front of the whole were sandy, barren, 
nndulating hills, forming a series of easily defensible 
positions. At the foot of these inferior heights w'as a 
bare, .stony slope {dasht) descending to the arable land 
around Chaharasia and the hamlet of Kliairabad. The 
main position commanded the whole ground in front, 
and was inaccessible, except at a few points. 

Up to this period all the (ieneral’s operations had 
led the enemy to expect that the attack would be 
delivered again.st their left at the Sang-i-Nawishta 
defile, and they were seen to be concentrating their 
forces in that quarter. I'his position was so strong, 
and could only have been carried with such loss, that 
Sir Frederick iloberts determined that the real attack 
sliould be made by an outflanking mov'ement upon the 
right of the enemy, while their left continued to be con- 
tained by the force originally detached under Colonel 
Currie. The difficult task of executing this attack 
and of dislodging the enemy from their position was 
entrusted to Brigadier-General Baker, and for the 
purpose the following troops were placed at his disposal, 
in addition to the detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Currie already mentioned, and whi(;h was now halted 
between the camp and the left of the Afghan position : 


(■avalry 

-Artillery 


12tli Bengal Cavalry (iletaebment). 

[No 2 MounUm. Ikltery, 2 gu.is (centre division),] ^ 

I laeutenaiit h. Allsopp. / Swinlev 

12 ((rfttlini^). C aptain Hroadtoot, ) 


{ 72ud Highlanders (7W rifle.s), Licutciiaiit-Colonel Clarke. 

5tli Bunjah Infantry (2(K) rifles), Captfiin V, M' K. Hall. 

.5th Hurkhas (fJ eoiiipanies, rifles), Major I'itzhugh. 

No, 7 Company Sapjiers and Miners, Lieutenant Nugent, u.e. 


In accordance with the proposed plan the main attack 
Was reinforced with 350 rifles of the 28id Pioneers, under 
Ijieutenaiit-Colonel Currie, which were withdrawn from 
tile containing force on the right front. I’he command 
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of the latter now devolved on Major George White, 
02nd Highlanders ; with tliis detaehnient three guns G-3, 
Royal Artil lery, were substituted for the two mountain 
guns, besides wliich it now consisted of -Two squadrons 
of cavalry made up of detar*hments of the 0th Ijancers. 
5th Punjab Cavalry, and 12th Bengal Cavalry, in all 
about 140 sabres, vinder Major Hammond ; a wing of 
the 02nd Highlanders under Major .1. C. Hay, and 100 
rifles of the 2;ird Pioneers imder Captain H. Paterson, 
making a total of .‘384 bayonets. Major White’s orders 
were to threaten the Sang-i-Nawishta J*ass, to prevent 
the enemy occupying any portion of the Cliaharasia 
village, to advance within artillery range of the enemy’s 
main position, and when, but not before, the outflanking 
movement was thoroughly developed, and when the 
enemy were in reti'eat, to push tlie cavalry through 
the pass and pursue. 

Meanwhile the column for the main attack was 
assembled by (General Baker in the wooded enclosures 
of Cliaharasia, a collection of detached villages, in the 
most convenient of wliich lie seleirted a place for his 
reserve ammunition and field hospital, lieliographing to 
the General commanding the division to increase the 
strength of the small guard he was able to leave there 
in charge. One hundred bayonets wei'e sent at once 
1‘rom the 5th Punjab Infantry, and the remainder of 
that regiment followed as soon as transport could be 
procured for its ammunition. Tliis only left, for the 
protection of the cam]), the horse artillery battery, 
between (JOO and 700 inJantry, and about 450 cavalry, 
and from this small force patrols and picquets were 
throw'll out to watch the enemy on the hills on 
either side. 

I'he troops under General Baker advanced close to 
the left of Cliaharasia, cover being there afforded for 
some little distance by the enclosures adjacent to the 
villages, and about 11.80 a,m. emerged into the open 
and were immediately engaged with a large number 
of the inhabitants of the Chardeh villages, supported 
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by a considerable force of the Afghan regulars. The 
Brigadier-General now extended one company of the 
72ud Highlanders, under Captain U. H. Brooke- Hunt, 
to crown the heights on the left. 'I'his company 
established itself on a small peak next to the rocky 
and elevated ridge held by the enemy as the extreme 
right of their position. Running along this ridge, and 
stretching across the Indaki road on to inferior hills, the 
Afghan right wing was holding a line considerably in 
ad\'ancc of their left wing on the Sang-i-Na%vishta 
heights, and one which could not easily be turned. 
'I'he heights on the enemy's extreme right were 
inaccessible in front, while the fire from them swept 
the slopes up which the troops must advance. It was 
jiec.essary to dislodge the enemy first of all from this 
point, which was, in fact, the key of the position. 

The company of the 7‘2nd Highlanders on the left 
having gained a footing on the crest of the spur, could 
make no further progress, and were shortly afterwards 
reinforced by two companies of the 5tli Gurkhas under 
Captain (fook, v,e., the main body of the 72nd attacking 
the enemy in front, tlieir advance being well covert'd by 
the two guns of the mountain battery. Owing, how- 
ever, to the obstinate resistance of the enemy, and the 
extremely difficult nature of the ground on the left 
flank, the advance was somewhat (^liecked, so that two 
more companies of the Gurkhas, commanded by Major 
Fit'/Hugh, and 200 men of the .5th Punjab Infantry, 
under Captain Hall, were puslied forward to strengthen 
the direct attac;k, the former extending the fighting line 
On the right of the 72nd, whilst the detachment of tlie 
.5th Punjab I nfantry was echeloned in rear of the left, 
"^rhe 23rd Pioneers supported the right of the front line. 

The engagement now became hot, but little progress 
could be made so long as the enemy retained possession 
of the commanding height on their right flank. As it 
was by this time evident to them that the real atteck 
was being directed against this point, and their troops 
were seen to be moving in hot haste to its support, it 
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became imperative to carry their position before it could 
be further reinforced. Already, judging by the colours 
displayed, it appeared that Brigadier- General Baker 
was now opposed by seven regular battalions, besides 
the host of irregular auxiliaries. 

At 2 p.m., after two hours’ lighting, the ridge 
on the British left was seized, and the retreating 
enemy Avas exposed to a cross-fire which inflicted a very 
heavy loss. The general advance was then sounded, 
and the first position was gallantly carried by the 
72nd Highlanders, 3th Gurkhas, and 5th I*unjab 
Infantry. The enemy fought well to the last, and 
charged close up to the 5th Gurkhas, who, however, 
comjitianded by Major FitzHugh, repulsed them with 
heavy loss. The 72nd Highlanders bore the brunt oi' 
the early part of the engagement on this flank, as 
evidenced by their numerous casualties. Tliey were 
admirably led by their company officers, under the 
skilful direction of Lieutenant-Colonel Clarke, assisted 
by his Adjutant, Lieutenant 11. H. Murray, while the 
conspicuous gallantry of Pj'ivate MacMalion was espe- 
cially marked, 'riiis young soldier, closely followed by 
a few Gurkhas, was to a great extent instrumental in 
taking the extremely strong position above mentioned, 
and for his intrepidity on this occasion he was subse- 
quently decorated with tJie Victoria Cross. The 
opposing force of the Afghans had now retreated to 
a position some 000 yards in rear of that from which 
they had been driven ; and against this the British 
troops advanced in rushes, covei'ed by the fire of the 
mountain battery. In the first line the 72nd High- 
landers were on the left, two companies of the Gurklias 
in the centre, wfith two compjinies of the 23rd Pioneers 
on the right; the detachment 5th Punjab Infantry 
and remainder of the 23rd supporting the attack. 
After defending this place for half an hour, the enemy 
again fell back, the attack made by a company of the 
Pioneers, under Lieutenant D. Chesney, supported by 
the 72nd Highlanders, 5th Gurkhas, and two companies 



COLLAPSE OF THE AFGHANS 221 

of the 92nd Highlanders, under Captain R. H, Oxley, 
detached from Major White’s force, proving irresistible. 

In the meantime the small column under Major 
W^hite, 92nd Highlanders, had engaged the Afghan left 
with great success, 'fhe enemy’s Jidvanced posts on the 
bill south of the Sang-i-Naw-ishta and in front of the 
gorge prevented the guns from getting within range 
of the main position. It w'as, therefore, necessary' to 
capture them, as a preliminary to effective co-operation 
with (ieneral Raker’s attack. Major VV’hite accordingly 
advanced to the right of and parallel to the road. 
yVbout 12.30 p.m. the southern hill w^as gallantly 
taken by two companies of the 92nd Highlandcils 
under (Captain H. F. Cotton. The half battery of 
(.i-3, Royal Artillery, w^as therj advanced to a position 
betw'een the hill and the road, from wdience Major 
Parry’s guns engaged the four guns of the Afghans, 
wdiicli were advanced in front of the Sang i-Nawishta 
<lefile. 'I'he latter Avere apparently supported by about 
tliree battalions of infantry. 

Rrigadier-General Baker’s troops on tlie left having 
by tliis time carried the enemy’s first position. Major 
White directed C’aptain Oxley, 92nd Highlanders, to 
advance with tw^o companies and assist in the attack on 
the second position, as before mentioned. 

'rhe Afghan right wnng and centre w^ere unable to 
make any further stand against this renewed attack. 
They broke and fled down the reverse slopes of the hill 
in a north-westerly direction, taking refuge in the 
Chardeh villages. At 3,4.5 Brigadier-General Baker’s 
infantry were in possession of the main ridge. 'I'he 
first objective point w^as thus gained ; and pivoting on 
the right, the troops brought round their left, and 
advanced again.st the now exposed flank of the enemy’s 
left wing. At the same time Major White.^ taking 
advantage of this movement, advanced from the 
southern hill, and shortly after 4 o’clock was in posses- 
sion of the defile and the guns in front of it. Com- 

* For Ills gallantry on this occasion Major AFliite receivinl the 
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pletely outflanked and enfiladed by the fire of (ienci’al 
Baker’s troops, the rejnaining portion of the Afghan force 
made but little resistance. They rapidly abandoned 
the position, and retired across the Kabul River towards 
the north-east. Brigadier-General Baker occupied the 
crest of the rocky precipitous heights, which had formed 
the right of the enemy’s main position, with the 
2‘Jrd Pioneers, and paused to allow of the infantry 
being replenished with ammunition. He then advanced 
along the ridge towards the Sang-i-Nawishtii defile. 
At the same time a company of the J)2nd Highlanders 
ascended the height to the left of the gorge, and took 
possession of the twelve mountain guns in position 
there, %vhich had been abandotied by the enemy. 

'I'be rapid and dashing advance through the pass of 
the s(piadron of the .5th Punjab Cavalry, under Majoi’ 
Hammond and C.aptain Carr, and the party o(‘ hth 
I^ancers under Captain Apperley, materially contributed 
to the rout of the enemy and the abandonment of their 
guns ; but the ca\ alry were checked at the river by the 
enemy’s rear guard, on whom they were unable to 
make any impression, as the ground was unfavourable 
for the action of the arm On perceiving this, Brigadier- 
General Baker ordered his mountain guns to shell tlie 
enemy from the liciglits w'hile the 2.‘Jrd Pioneers and 
.5th Punjab Infantry descended the hill at the double 
to engage the remains of the Afghan force, who were 
soon compelled to make a hurried retreat ; but as 
darkness was now fast approaching, no further pursuit 
could be attempted. Brigadier-General Baker was, 
therefore, compelled to content himself wdth holding 
the ground in advance by picquets, and occupying both 
ends of the Sang-i-Nawdshta defile. The main body of 
the troops bivouacked on the heights to we.st and north 
of the pass, forming part of the position held by the 
enemy in the morning.* 

While General Baker was thus successfully engaging 
the Afghans on the lieights in front of Chaharasia, the 

’ No use wn^ made of the cavalry on tlie euernyV right dank. 
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enemy on eneh Hank remained on tlie hills in an attitude 
of expectancy, 'fhey did not v^entiire into the plain 
within reach of the cavahy patrols ; hut one party, bolder 
than the i-est, cau.sed so much annoyance to a picquet of 
(he 02nd Highlanders, that they were attacked and dis- 
lodged by a detachment led by liieutenant K. A. Chant. 
C^olor-Sergcant Hector MacDonald (w'hose skilful 
management of a detachment against su]ierior numbers 
in the Hazar-Dtirakht defile has been already mentioned ) 
here again highly distinguished himself.’ 

()n this day, on the British side, there vvjis engaged 
a force equal to about three and a half battalions, two 
weak squadrons, and seven guns, having a total strength 
of 1,090 British and 1,. 5 l.*f native soldiers. 1'he casual- 
ties were i'(»m])aratively slight. 'I'he 72nd Highlanders 
had a killed and 1 officer (lieutenant C’. H. Fergusson) 
arul men wounded. The 2ffrd Pioneers had 1 sepf)y 
killed and their Surgeon (Dr. A. Duncan) and 2 men 
wounded. 'I'he .’Jtli Punjab Infantiy had 4 killed and 
I offi(‘cr (Captain C. Young) and 4 sepoys wounded ; 
the 5th I’unjab Ca\‘alry, 1 killed and 2 wounded ; tlie 
0th Lancers, 1 man wounded ; No. 7 C.'ompany Sappers 
and Miners, 2 wounded, 'rotal British loss, 3 officers 
wounded ; 18 mnk and filed killed, and (*»7 wmunded. 

"riie infuiitry oxpo.iuli'd 41,000 rounds, of which o\fr 20,000 
«cro (ir<'d by the 72nd 1 ligl danders. 

The half hattervG-.0, Iloyal 

Artill'ery, fired . . 0 ••oinnion sh(;!l (jna’cussicni fu/es). 

71 shrajinel (Unie fuz(;s). 

'I’otal 77 rounds, (’asualties ?»«/. 

No. 2 Mountain Hfith'i'v 
fin'd — 

10 eonunon shell. Casualty 1 nudt' slijrhtly vvoinided, 
94 shrapnel shell. 

'fotal 104 round.s. 

One Gatling fired 9 drums; the other got jannned after firing 
luilf a drum. Casualties nil. 

‘ t'olor-Sergeaut 11. MacDonald subsequently received a cowimission in tin 
'.I’iiid Gordon Higblaiidors. 
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AFTER THE KATTl.E 

Judging irom the number of troops seen, and 
from information subsequently received. General Sir 
Frederick Roberts calculated that IJJ regular regiments 
were opposed to General Baker’s small force ; and that 
these, aided by contingents from the city and neigh- 
bouring villages, brought up the total force of the 
enemy to several thousand men. 'I’hey appear to have 
been ttornmanded by Sardar Nek Muhammad Khan, 
uncle of the Amir and (ilovernor of Kabul, who had 
been in intimate, if not personal, communication with 
Yakub Khan since he joined the British (!arap ; besides 
him were General Ghulam Haidar Khan (Chai'khi), 
General Muhammad Afzal Khan, and Sardar Muham- 
mad Zaman Khan, Governor of Khost. 'I'heir loss 
in killed alone was estimated at upwards of 300 
men, to which were mlded a large proportion of 
wounded. 

All the guns, twenty in number, brought out from 
Kabul to assist in the defence of the position, were 
captured ; amongst them was an S-in. brass howitzer 
presented to the Afghan State by the British (iovern- 
ment ; whilst a large number of small-arms and 
ammunition used against us were also gifts from the 
same source. 'I’he Ghilzais from I'ezin and Hisarak 
assembled in large numbers to join the enemy in the 
Chaharasia engagement, but arriving too late, some of 
them returned to their homes, though a good many still 
waited about Kabul to see the result of any fresh stand 
made by the regular Afghan troops. 

Three batttilions were also on their way from 
Ghazni, three from Kohistan (Charikar), and six more 
with three cavalry regiments from Afghan Turkistan. 
The arrival of these considerable reinforcements was 
anticipated by Sir Frederick Roberts’s action, and they 
beat a retreat on hearing of the defeat of the Kabul 
troops. 'Fhe rear guard under Brigadier-Cfeneral H. T. 
Macpherson encamped at Chaharasia, a demon.stra- 
tion being made against the camp there by considerable 
bodies of Afghans on the morning of the 7th, but these 
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ua-re speedily driven from their position by detMchinents 
of the i)7tl» h\)ot and 28th I’unjab Infantry. 

On tlic same morning Sir b'rcderick Roberts, with 
the Cavalry Brigade, F-A, Royal Morse ..Vrtillery. and 
G-8, Royal Artillery, the 7th Company Saj)pers and 
Miners, a wing of the 92nd Highlarulers, tlie 28rd 
Pioneca-s and (Jatling guns, proceeded through the 
Sang-i-Na\vishta defile to Beni Hissar, a large irregular 
village, 2 miles south of the Bala Hissar, situated on 
the I.ogar road at the foot of a king spur of the 
Takht-i-Shah. While passing through tlie defile some 
bands of hill men opened fire on the column, but were 
speedily silenced by the British infantry. 

..'Vt Beni Hissar, Sir Frederick Roberts determined 
to encamp his whole force prior to his final advance to 
Kabul. Meanwhile, however, having ast^ertained by 
means of cavalry patrols that the Bala Hissar had been 
evacuated, but liaving received information tliat three 
of the iVfglian battalions, whiv^h had been in Kabul at 
the time of the attack on the Residency, were entrenching 
themselves on the heights north-west of Kabul, and 
had been joined by some of the force defeated at 
(liaharasia, the Major-General directed Brigadier- 
General Uunham jMassy, on the morning of tlie 8th 
October, to move out towards Deh Mazang, where a 
force of the enemy was said to be encamped, and 
thereafter to place his brigade in such a jiosition as 
would enable him to intercept the retreat of the 
Afghans, in case they should disperse towards Turki- 
stan. The troops av'ailable for this purpose consisted 
of ; 

f9th lAiiccrs (1 squadron), (’aptaiii Appcrloy. 

Total, 720 5th Punjab tJavalry (8 scjuadnins). Major Hainniond. 
all ranks. flSth Bengal Cavalrv, Major Gn!t!n. 

I tlfi Bengal Lancers, Ijieuleinmt-f^olonel Boss. 

'Phis cavalry brigade started at I a.m., and, owing 
to the shortness of the notice, no rations, and but little 
grain, could be taken. Proceeding in a northerly 

15 
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directioi\ over the Siah Sang range of hills, ami thence 
westward, the brigade reached the fortified cantonment 
of Sherpiir, wliieh was examined and found to liave 
i)cen recently evacuated, and its large artillery park 
deserted. From this point it could be seen that the 
Asmai heights on the further side of the Kabul llivcr 
were crowded with the enemy, who occupicid a very 
strong position, with guns, unassailable by cavalry, 
and commanding the direct road running via Huland 
Kala over the Aliabad Kotal to Deh Mazang, and 
thus necessitating a considerable detour via the village 
of JJavaki and over the Nanachi Kotal at the extreme 
edge of the ridge. On ascertaining the position and 
gi’cat numbers of the enemy. General Massy helio- 
grapljed the facts to the Major-Gcncfhl, and then 
proceeded as quickly as possible by the route descrilicd 
into the Chardeh plain, within about a mile of J)ch 
Mazang, to the cast of which village was seen the 
enemy’s camp pitched on tlie slope of the hill, under 
the protection of their guns and infantry, which fact, 
was also heliographed to the IJritish camp at Ileni 
Hissar. 

The llrigadier-General now threw out three pitsjuets 
of two sqiiadrons each, co\'ering the roads from the 
west and north, two s(piadrons being retained in rcserA c 
in front of the Asmai position. In this formation the 
brigade remained throughout the remainder of the day; 
but as darkness began to close in, and it became evident 
that the British infantry would not be able to carry 
the heights before nightfall, the Brigadier colle<;ted his 
scattered squadrons and bivouacked for the night under 
cover of two walled enclosures, between tlie roads 
running past Aliabad and Deh Buri. Having every 
reason to suppose that the enemy had no intention of 
abandoning their position Avithout further fighting, and 
anticipating for the caA’ahy a hard day’s Avork on the 
morrow, General Massy was anxious to rest and feed 
the men and horses, many of whom had had nothing 
to eat since early morning ; but the endeavours to 
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collect supplies were only very partially successful, as 
in consequence of the firing the villagers refused to 
\CJ»tui’e out after dark. 

Meantime Sir Frederick Roberts was informed by the 
iirst reports from the caValrv reconnaissance that tlie 
enemy appeared determined to make a final stand on 
tlie Asmai heights, where they were in a strong posi- 
tion, aided by twelvx guns overlooking the city. He 
thertdbre decided to attack, and Brigadier-( Jeneral 
Baker was ordered to advance with the following 
force : 

rlliglit division No. ‘2 Mountain Itiltory (-'>0), under 

) i .ic'utenant E. A. Sjnitli, k.a. 

2 Sub-division of (Jjitlings (22), iinder (.'aplain A. 

I Hroa<lfoot, II., -\. 

2 compank's 72nd Iligldiinders (142), vindor Captain 
(J. VV. N. (riiinness. 

ouo .-ti . ' Cread-qiiarters wing 92nd ITigblandors (.T/0), un()t'r 
^ Liontenant-C«)lotu;l (1. N. I*a.rker. 

.2ilrd Pioneers (470), under I.iintenant-Coloni'l .\. A. 

, Ckirrie. 

'total -British 5134, Native .520; (irand '^I'otal 1,054. 

Starting from tlsc camp at Beni Hissar at alx)nt 11 a.m. 
on the 8th October, Cieneral Baker directed tbree com- 
panies of the l)2nd Iligldanders to cross the Takht-i-Shah 
at Khiddar Ziarat, some (300 yards south-west of tlie 
Bala Hissar. Thence they were to proceed along tlie 
loot of the range, at the same time keeping up c*om- 
numication with the Brigadier, who, accompanied hy 
the rest of the force, advanced along the ridge re- 
connoitring the enemy’s position. 

General Baker had not proceeded far along tlie 
summit of the heights when his advanced parties came 
in contact with the enemy’s scouts and pic ejuets, which 
retired before them. It was now seen that this ridge 
gave the troops complete command of the direct rear of 
the enemy’s position and of their camp. Accordingly 
Captain Guinness’s company of the 72nd was oi derecl to 
proceed along the top of the ridge, followed by the two 
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gims under Jileutenaiit Smith, and tlic Gatling with the 
2JJrd Pioneers, whilst the 92nd Jlighhmders oeciipied 
tlie ridge on the left above Raber’s tomb. Tlie ground 
over whitdi the column had to advance was of so diffi(*ult 
a nature that much delay ensued, and the day m'hs 
drawing to a close before (General Raker found himself 
near enough to engage the enemy. On reaching the 
extreme point at tlie top of the ridge, the guns came 
into action, and at the same time the infantry (two com- 
panies 72nd, one company 92nd) took up a position some 
.500 or (500 yards in front, on lower ground, which com- 
manded the road leading up the gorge IVom the (!it.y, 
and also allowed of the troops there coming into action 
against a detachment of the enemy located in a tower at 
tlie foot of the heights on the opposite side. The lire 
of the two mountain guns, although directed with great 
accuracy on the enemy’s artillery, made but little circct 
against the heavier artillery opposed to them, which 
consisted of six field guns and six 7-j)ounders. 

Reinforcements were sent out in tlie course of the 
afternoon consisting of: 

Wing, (iTtli Uegnnent, 

2 (■()ni[»Hnies 5th Gurklius, 

2 divisions No. 2 Mountfiin Hutteiy, (yiptain Hwinley ; 

but, ow ing to the roughness of the ground trjivcrscd, 
they did not reach (General Raker till late. 

As these reinforcements had not made their appear- 
ance by .5 p.m., the Rrigadier-General determined on 
attacking the enemy’s position should daylight allow of 
it, and a wdng of the 92nd. with the Pioneers, w'^ere told 
off for this purpose ; but, by the time dispositions had 
been made for an assault, it W'as evident that sufficient 
daylight did not remain to enable the attack to be 
carried wtdl home, and the General was reluctantly 
compelled to defer it until tl»e following morning. The 
reinforcement above mentitmed amved at dark, and 
thus (ieneral Raker found himself quite in a position, 
as regarded the number of troops, to assail the enemy 
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on the Asmfii lieights at daybreak. He had, howevei-, 
great luisgi^•ings as to the enemy maintaining liis position 
till the morning, and in reporting to tlic jMajor-Cieneral, 
he rceommended that the ejiemy’s retreat slionld be 
fnrtJier cut off by a force on the Kohistan road. 
Brigadier-Cienera! H. C^ougli was, therelbre, sent in 
that direction Avith some cavalry and two guns. Itoyal 

Horse Artillery. At l.ao a.m. on the Dth October 

(iejicral linker, still fearing that the enemy might 
retreat during the night, despatched a strong patrol, 
consisting of 100 men of the 'idrd Pionc(Ts under 

Captain I’atersf)n, and oO men of the l)2nd High- 

landers under Captain Oxley, accompanied by Eieu- 
tenant C. 11. Manners-Smith, J3rd Sikhs, Deputy 
Assistant Quartermaster-General, to mo\'e in the direc- 
tion of the enemy’s encampment. This detachment 
soon came into contact with some few of tlie Alghans, 
whom they killed or took prisoners ; and from these 
latter it was ascertained that the main portion of the 
enemy had dispersed to their homes, and that about 800 
of the regular troops had alone retained their cohesion ; 
this body, under the general w'ho had eonimanded the 
whole force, Muliammad Jan Khan (of Wardak), had 
gone in a w^csterly direction, hut wJiether tow'ards 
Ham'ian, (ihazni, or Hazarajat, the prisoners were 
unal)le to state. This information was reported at 
about 4..*}0 a.m., an hour before daylight ; and the 
first action taken by Brigadier-Cieneral linker was to 
despateh a mounted native with the intelligence to 
llrigadier-Cieneral Massy, wdio with his cavalry was 
at Deb Mazang. 

Immediately on receipt of this message the (Cavalry 
Brigade proceeded at a gallop along the Ghazni road 
as far as the village of Ivala Kazi, 7 miles west of 
Kabul, hut wdthout finding any traces of the fugitives. 
Here a heliogram w'as received from Sir Frederie.k 
Iloberts, in accordance with which two scpiadrons were 
detached across country to the Koliistan road, with 
equal ill success. The rest of the brigade continued 
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tlieir rapid march along’ the (iha'/.ni road us far as 
Ivotal-i-'raklit. 22 miles from Kabul, where, at about 
11 a.m., the oth Funjab Cavalry came on a small party 
ol' the enemy, of Avliom tAventy were killed after a des- 
])ei’ate j’esistance. X o others of the fugiti ve A fghans were 
seen, and the horses and men beiiig now much exhausted, 
the Ib’igadier returned to camp, sendirig forward only 
two S(]uadrons of I he 12th Bengal (Cavalry a further 
8 miles, in order to verify the assertions of the villagers 
tliat no troops had passed along the Ghazni road. I'hesc 
s(juadrons rejoined the Cavalry Brigade on the lOth, 
Brigadier-Cieneral Massy with the remainder passing 
without misliap through the city of Kabul, and reaching 
the earn}) at the Siah Sang heights by nightfall. 

Although no ca.sualties occurred amongst the men 
of the Cavalry Brigade, yet some score of horses died 
during or I'rom the results of this hard day’s work. 
“ The men were without food both days tliey were 
tint, but tlicy behaved splendidly, not a grumble being 
heard. For instance, the [s<piadron of the] !)th Lancers 
started on the morning of the 8th, after having received 
one loaf to every three men. 'fhey carried no food, as 
only a reconnaissance was intended ; and at night some 
sheep were killed for them, and they tried to cat the 
flesh after roasting the animals whole, 'fhey had 
nothing but their swords to use in cutting up the 
carcases, and they found it quite impossible to eat 
the flesh ; so on the Hth they went supperless to bed. 
On the Dtli they were in tlie saddle from 5 a.m. to 
P j).m. (M’hen they reached this camp, Beni Hissar), and 
the pursuit and return were made in such quick time, 
that again there was no chance of getting food. Horses 
and men of all the regiments out with General Massy 
were quite exhausted \^'hen they at last reached tlieir 
(piarters liere*’ (77/c yff^finn War of 1871) -80, by 
Howard Hensman, pp. -IS 0). Meanwhile the whole 
of the enemy’s camp on the Asmai heights and their 
baggage animals and twenty-one guns had fallen into 
our hands. During the day the British camp had been 
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Irora Heni Ilissar to the Siah Sang, a low, 
isolated hill lying between the eity of Kabul and tlie 
ecmtluenee of the Kabid and Logar Rivers. 

()n the lOth October Sir Fredci-iek Roberts visited 
the Sherpur cantonment, and the 5th Punjal) Oavalry 
were ordered to remove thither to protect the guns 
and stores found there, including seventy-six pic(res of 
ordnaiKJe (tvV/e Appendix XI.). 

On the following day the Major-deneral, with a 
small escort, closely examined the Rala Ilissar and the 
buildings occupied by the late Envoy and his suite. Of 
the condition of this iatter, the following graphic descri[)- 
tion was p< nned by JMr. Ilensman, who aceomj)anied 
(General Roberts on this occasion: 

‘'Our first view of the Residency was of the rear 
wall, still inta,ct, but blackened on the toj), where the 
sTiioke ii'om the burning ruins had swept across. At 
cadi angle where the side walls joined were seen the 
loopholes from which the tire of the little force on 
the roof liad been directed against the ovci’whelming 
numbers attacking them. E\ery square foot round 
these loopholes was pitted with bidlet-nuu'ks, the balls 
having cut deeply into the hard mud plaster. The 
western wall, which faced toward the Upper liala 
Ilissar, commandijig it, was scarred with these marks, 
pro\'ing only too well how severe had been tlie fire irom 
the higher level occupied by the mutineers in the 
arsenal. At this end the Residency was of three 
stories ; but the present wall does not indicate the 
lieight of more than two, the upper part having col- 
lapsed when the fire obtained a mastery o\’er the 
buildings. A lane, (> or 8 ft. wide, runs between this 
wall and the buildings on the right in which the (iiiides 
were (piartered. Plans hitherto published have made 
the Residency and these quarters one block, but this is 
a mistake; they were (piitc distinct.” 

Riding along the lane arid passing through a narrow 
gateway, half blocked with rubbish, “ we entered the 
main court of the Residency, and were soon thoroughly 
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able to appreciate the fate of its defenders. I'he southern 
end on (jur right hand was standing untouched, and 
consisted of rooms built on wooden pillars so as to 
form a kind of oblong pavilion. 'I'hc mud basement 
is 8 or 4 ft. from the ground ; and the whole struc- 
ture, except a few partition Avails and the roof, is of 
wood, and, Irom the dryness of the climate, very 
inflammable. It is rveatly whitewashed, and the upper 
rooms being open on both sides must be cool and 
pleasant. These Avere Sir l.,ouis C'avagnari’s rpiartcrs, 
and from them the ricli Kabul plain beneath can be 
seen stretching away to the 'rezin hills. 

“ I'he courtyard of the Residency is abt)ut DO ft. 
square, and at its northern end, AA’^hcre formerly stood a 
three-storied building like that 1 have just described, 
arc nothing but tht^ bare Avails, blackened aiui scarred 
by fire, and a huge heap of rubbish, the ruins of tlic 
roof and Avails Avliic'h fell in as the woodAvork Avas 
destroyed. Portions of the partition Avails still remain, 
jutting sullenly out from the mass of dchriN ; and these 
only serv e to make the place moi’c desolate. The Avhite- 
Avashed walls on the left are here and there bespattered 
AvitJi blood, and on the raise<l basement on which the 
building stood ai’C the remains of a large fire, the lialf- 
charred beams still resting among the ashes. The ruins 
are still smouldering. NAMiether, as suggested, any bodies 
were burnt there is still an unsettlcfl point ; but in one 
room into which 1 vArent there can be no doubt fire had 
been used for such a purpose. The ashes Averc in the 
middle of the chamber, and near them AV'^ere tAvo skulls 
and a heap of human bones still fetid. It Avould seem 
as if a desperate struggle had takeiv place in this room, 
the bU>od stains on tlic floor and Avails being clearly 
diseerruble. The skulls are to be examined by surgeons, 
as it is possible they may be those of Europeans. 'I’he 
Residency was looted so thoroughly that not even a peg 
has been left in the walls. In Sir I Amis Cavagnari’s 
cjuarteivs, the windoAvs overlooking the Hala Hissar wall 
have been torn out even to the sashes, and a fcAV bits of 
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ylass on the floor alone remain of them. The eliintz 
hangings and purdm have been sti'ipped away, a Hnt- 
teiing bit of coloured jaig on a stray nail being the only 
sign of such cheerfulness as this once gave. 

Bare cross-poles and rafters, floors rougli Avith dirt 
and defiled with filth, staring white walls, with here and 
iher(^ a bullet mark — such are the once ct>mfortable 
([uarLers of our Envoy. The view over the Kabul plain 
is still as peac!eful as when poor .fenkins tlescribed it 
so enthusiastically, but all else is chajiged. 'i’he one 
consolation is that a British army is encamped within 
gunshot of the w'alls. It is still difficult to make out 
the point at w’hieli the mutineers obtained entry iiito 
the Uesidency buildings, unless it Avas by a hole in the 
eastern Avail, a little to the tight of a stnall doorway 
leading to a loAver range of houses adjoining. Round 
this hole arc scores of bullet-holes, atid their direction 
secjns to show that tlie defenders on the roof fired down 
as the men streamed it\ in the vain hope of cheeking 
them Itefore they cttuld rush forward and set fire to the 
woodw'ork. Once the IttAA'cr part of the threc-sUrried 
building Avas in flames, nothing could sate the brave 
men on the roof, as all retreat Avas cut off. We A'iewed 
the scene of desolation for some time from the roof of 
Sir liOuis Caivagnari’s quarters, and Oeneral Roberts 
gave orders that nothing should be disturbed until 
1‘areful sketches had been made of tlie interior of the 
Residency and its surroundings, Caieful excavations 
for bodies w-ill also be made among the ruins. It is 
absurd to talk of the Residency'^ being a safe place for a 
garrison. It is commanded completely from the Avails 
of the arsenal in the upper Bala Hissar, and also from 
the roofs of some high houses to the south-west. In 
addition, houses closely adjoin it on the eastern side ; 
and an attacking paj’ty .sfipping the Avails would have 
perfect coA'er in this direction the whole time. 'I'his 
may account for the breach in the walls, through which 
I have suggested the mutineers made their rush. Riding 
into the rjuarters occupied by the (iuides escort, on the 
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wcslern side of tlio lane, I found but few bullct-niarks 
on the walls. Facing was a high door, firnily elos('d 
and seemingly uninjured ; but oji going into the Sikh 
(|uarters on iny right, and following a broad passage 
which turned at riglit angles towards tljc wall, a huge 
breach was visible. 'I'liis was where the Afghans hah 
blown in the gate after Lieutenant llaniilton’s noble, 
but ineffeetnal, elforts to check them. 'I'iu'ce times 
he; cliarged out, killing many men with his sword and 
pistol ; but what could one hero do against a mob of 
fanatics v No doiibt, when it was seen that a brcacfi 
was made, the (iuides withdrew to the Residency 
])roper, and there made the last stand, first in the 
courtyard guaixling tlie doors, and afterwards on the 
roof." 

Early on the morniiig of the 12th October, the day 
appointed for tlte formal occupation of the Rala Hissar. 
the jVmir sought a private audience of Sir Frederick 
Roberts and forthwith announced his intcntioTi of re- 
signing the Afghan throne. TIc' was eaiitioned by the 
(General not to act in liastc. but persisted in his deter- 
mination, and his tents and those of his personal 
attendants were accordingly^ rcmo\ed to the head 
<]uarters camp the same alternoon, where Yakub Khan 
remained pending the recei[)t of orders from the 
V'iccroy. ftlearnvdiilc he e.Kcused himself on the plea, 
of illness from attending Sir Frederick Roberts’s entry 
into the Rala Hissar. He vvjis represented, however, 
on this occasion by his eldest son, while the ceremony, 
rendt'rod as impressive as possible by a full-dress parade 
of all the troops in camp, was attended by^ all the 
principal Sardars of Kabul. A proidamation was read 
i)y the Major-General in the Diwan-i-Am of the Rala 
Hissar announcing to the people that they were now 
under martial law, and offering rewards tor the eaptnix* 
of any persons c*onccrned in the attack on the Residency 
or the massacre of its inmates (rvV/e Appendix XII,). 

(,)n the following day Geiieral Roberts made a 
formal eiitry into the city of Kabid, and traversed its 
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main thorovighfares at the head of tlic whole i 'ield Foi c e ; 
after whieli the ()7th Foot and 5th (iin-khas w<;re 
quartered in the lower and upper Jhvla Hissar re- 
.speetiv'ely, while Major-General J. Hills, c.h., n'.c., was 
nominated to take over the oftiec of Military (,V>\ enior 
of Kal)ul, assisted hy Nawal) Sir (Jludain 1 l;isan Khan. 

The Gurkhas and tlic ()7th had only oecnj)icd tlicir 
(juarters in the Jiala Hissar for three days, wlien, on the 
Kith Oetober, by an exjilosion of part of the great 
magazine within tlie fortress, Captain E. O. Shafto, 
one soldier of the ()7th. one native olliem' and eknen 
non-eornniissioned officers and men of the 5Lh Gurklias, 
three sowars of the 5th Jhinjab Caialry and Hve 
ordnance lasears were killed, while four otlicr ineii were 
seriously injured. VVdiether this deplorable eatastroplie 
was the result of accident or malicious design was nc\ or 
discovered, nor could any light be thrown on the origin 
of the explosion, t'aptain Shafto was engaga'd in 
taking stock of the large quantity of wai’ DKtNh'irl found 
in the fort, and all M'ith him perished; the (inrkhas 
were killed by tlie fall of an enormous mass of the wall 
of the fort. 

'I'be whole of the (Airkhas were at. once ordered to 
leave their camp, and tlie (>7tb Regiment was also 
directed to vacate the garden of the l )iwan-i- Am, wine!) 
was dangerously close to the burning ruins ; and as 
delay was frauglil with danger, the tents and kits, etc., 
were not removed, and only the regimental ammunition 
was brought away. Exactly two and a half hours after 
tlic ffrst explosion, another and more violent one look 
place ; but, owing to the precautions taken, no further 
loss of life happened amongst the troops, tlunigh sev eral 
natives vvere killed by falling stones at upwards of 
■too yards’ distance from the side of the magazine. 

The G7th Regiment was provided with (jiiarters for 
the night in the tents of the 72nd and 92nd Highlanders, 
whilst the Gurkhas were distributed over the camp as 
accommodation could be pronded for them. As an 
instance of the good feeling which existed amongst the 
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troops, it should he mentioned tliat a large number oi' 
the 72nd Highlanders eame forward and insisted upon 
making over iheir grt;at-coats for the night to their 
comrades, the (lurkhas. “ Only those who know the 
coldness of the nights liere,” wrote Sir Frederick Roberts, 
“ can realise what a practical proof of regard for tlie 
regiment that laid served so long with them, this most 
creditable action on the part of the 72nd furnished.” 

^Vlthough tliese two explosions had been powerful 
enough to level a large portion of tlie initssi\e Wiill of 
tlic fort, a gj-eater and still more terrible danger 
threatened the city ; and this was the possible ignition 
of the main maga/ine, a structure tlm re\'erse of sub- 
stantial, in which upwards of 4.^0 tons of gunpowder 
were known to be stored. A large portion of the fori 
was in Hames, a high wind was blowing, and constant 
minor explosions hurled burning beams and brands in 
all directions. Rarely 90 yards separated this magazine 
from the flames ; its walls were considerably scorched, 
and during the night of the 16th its explosion ’was 
momentarily expected. However, tow'ards morning 
the wind went down, the explosions became less 
frerpicnt, and tlie flumes to a certain extent sub- 
sided ; but it wes not till the afternoon of the 17th 
that it was deemed prudent to allows W'orking parties 
to endea\()ur to extinguish the fire. Even then the 
service was one of considerable danger, as efforts had 
to be madt; to guard against the fire making its way to 
the main magazine, wdiosc badly fitting wooden doors 
had to be built up. and its woak rorif and projecting 
w'oodwx)rk strengthened and protected. This dangerous 
work w'as woll and bravely performed, and the CTcneral 
recorded in his tlespatch his “ very high sense of the 
servi(‘es which the ofiicers ami men rendered w'ho were 
engaged upon it.” Although the fire continued to 
smoulder for some time afterw^ards, all anxiety regarding 
the safety of the main magazine was now at an end. 

Meanwhile the Ghilzais, and the people of Kohistan 
IjOgar and others, who had assembled around Kabul to 
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resist the British atlvaiK^e, appeared to iiavc dispersed 
to their homes, and it was re])ortcd that three regiments, 
whieli had left Ghazni to join the ti'oo})s at Kabnl, 
meeting the disheartened tril)esnien and mutineers, had 
fleil, abandoning twelve guns wliieh they had brought 
with them. Sojue eavalry were sent by (General 
Uoberts to bring these gmis into Kabul, where they 
arrived on the ISth October. 

Discpiieting intelligenee was, however, reeeived 
about the same time Ironi the Shutargardan. 'I'his 
irppt)rtant post on the line ot‘ eo.nmunicatiem, which was 
garrisoned by: 4 guns No. 1 Mountain Hattery, 8rd 
Sikhs, 21st I’unjab Infantry, was said to f)e threatened 
by a eonsiderable gatliering of the tribes. Padshah 
Khan, the Ghilzai chief, whose aid was no longer indis- 
[lensable to the liritish force, and who had therefore 
been ousted in the tiegotiations in faA our of liis younger 
brother, had become recalcitrant. Ala-ud-din's terms 
for remaining neutral wei-e, t)r could be i-egarded as, less 
exacting, but he could not succeed in alienating the 
allegiance of any large proportion of the tribe from 
his elder brother Padshah Khan. Accordingly, on the 
17th October, Brigadier-General Hugh (Jough was sent 
from Kabul to relieve Colonel Money at Shutargardan 
with a column composed of the .5th I’unjab Cavalry, 
4 guns No. 2 Mountain Battery, and the .5th Punjab 
Infantry. Brigadier-General (ioiigh, with these troops, 
and a large convoy -of transport animals, reached the 
Sirkai Kotal on tlie lUth ; and although by the time of 
his arrival Colonel Money had already succeeded in 
dispersing the enemy, yet he had tlie satisfaction of 
knowing that the appearance of his column tended 
much to this success (see Chapter IX.). 

Having forwarded a large convoy of ammunition 
and ordnajice stores to Kabul, with some .500 details of 
various regiments, (General Gough on the 28th October 
sent back the 21st Punjab Infantry to Ali Khel, and on 
the 30th finally evacuated Kushi and started on his 
return march to Kabul, taking with him the 3rd Sikhs 
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and i guns of the first (Morgan’s) Mountain Battery, 
{iiul also tlie lieacl-quarters and three squadrons of tlie 
i)th Laneers, who had just come up ironi Ali Ivhel. 
ConuniuiK'ation with India via the Siiutargardan was 
thus elosed, and, until the telegrajdv line via the Khyher 
and the Ijataband Bass was opened on the llJth 
Noveinljcr, the foree at Kabul was without connnuni- 
eations with its new base at Peshawar, and even then 
eon\ oys did fiot pass up till the end of the month. The 
above troops arrived at Kabul on the 4-th November, 
whcae the garrison of the Siiutargardan were eongratu- 
lated by Genei'al Boberts on their gallant defence of 
their ])ost, a description of which will be found in a later 
eh.apter. 

While these events were in progress, the selection of 
a site for the winter quarters of the division had been 
under tiie consideration of the (lencral and stafi' at 
Kabul, 

'J’lie advantage of using all existing roof accommo- 
dation seemed, at first glance, to indicate the Bala 
Hissar as the quarter whiirh [iromised best to meet the 
reipiiremcaits of the garrison ; but its dangerous 
proximity to the large maga/ine which had escaped 
fiestruction, and the fact that it would not accommodate 
all the force, and that the troops would liave to be 
more or less scattered, eventually led the (general to 
decide upon occupying the large and, for the most part, 
fortified cantonment of Sherpur, which was built by the 
late Amir Sher Ali as winter quarters for his regular 
troops. 

'riiis cantonment, which lies rather less than a mile 
north-east of the city, contained large ranges of brick 
buildings whicli enabled Sir Frederick Roberts at once 
to house tlie entire European portion of his force, 
besides providing accommodation for the commissariat 
stores, 'fhe native troops proceeded to hut themselves, 
aided by the materials at hand and woodwork brought 
from the dismantled portions of the Bala Hissar. 

A lofty and massive loopholed wall, with numerous 
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iiaiikiiig t,owers, surrounded three sides of the canton- 
incnt, whilst the i*ear was protected by the Biniaru 
heights, on whic;h the engineers proccecled to lay t)ut 
ilereusive works. It was close to the sit(‘ of the t)ltl 
iifitish cuntoinnents, but embraced in its defences tlie 
very heights which were such a danger in 1841, and in 
tlje struggle for possession of which so many lives w^ere 
lost. A larg<i portion of the division was at once 
moved into Slxerpur, and the commissariat ilepot was 
{ji'omplly established within the walls. 'I'lie engineers 
set to w'ork to make and superintend necessary pre- 
parations of the site ; live* months’ provisions, stores, 
lurage, etc., wei'e accumulated in the commissariat 
godowns, and tlie supply of fuel for the winter was 
fortunately ensured by the appropriation of the laigc 
st;a.cks of w'ood found in the Sherpur cantotnnents. On 
tlie 1st Nox ember the cauip at Siah Sang w^as bi'oken 
u]), and the main body of the 1st Division moved into 
tlie new quarters. 

On the 2()th October Sir Frederick Roberts visited 
Butklxak. and selected a po.sition there for an outpost in 
the direction of the line of advance of the Kliyber column, 
d'he position was a strong one, and easily defensible, 
'i’he telegraph line w-as now commenced in this direction 
from Sherpur, and pushed on with all convenient speed, 
but it was not until the lUth TS‘ovcmber that telegraphic 
communication W'as opened up with India. 

On the same day a despatcli reaxdied Cient'i'al 
Rolxerts at Siah Sang from the British t»overnment 
accepting the abdication of the Amir, Yakub Khan : 
and the following proclamation avus issued by the 
Oeneral : 

•‘1, General Roberts, on behalf of the British Govern- 
ment, hei*eby proclaim that the Amir, having by his 
owm tree will abdicated, has left .xVighanistan without a 
government. 

“ In consequence of the shameful outrage upon its 
Fnvoy and suite, the British Crovernraent has ]>een 
compelled to occupy by force of arms Kabid, the 
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tlnukiug towers, surrounded tlirec sides of tlie canton- 
iiieiit, whilst the rear was protected by the liiniaru 
lieiglifcsj* on which the engineers proceeded to lay out 
(Icfcnsive works. It was close to tiu; site of tlie old 
Ihitisli cantonments, but embraced in its <Jefeuces tlie 
\erv heights which were sm^h a danger in IHH, and in 
I lie struggle for possession of which so many lives wei e 
lost. A large portion of the division was at once 
mo\ed into Sherpur, and the commissariat depot Avas 
promjitly established within the walls. Fhe enginto's 
set to work to make and superintend neci'ssary pre- 
jKirations of the site ; fiv'c months’ provisions, stores, 
forage, etc., were accumulated in the commissariat 
godowns, and the supply of fuel for the winter was 
rortimately ensured by the a|)propnation of the large 
stacks of wood found in the Sherpur cantonments. t)n 
tlie 1st November the camp at Siah Sang was broken 
up. and the main body of the 1st Division moved into 
the new (|uarters. 

On the ’2()tli October Sir Frederick Roberts visited 
Hiitkhak, and selected a position there for an outpost in 
the direction of the line of advance of the Khyber column. 
'I'iie po.sition was a strong one, and easily defensible. 
'I'he telegraph line was now eommenced in this direc-tion 
from Sherpur, and pushed on witli all convenient speed, 
lint it was not until the 19th November that telegraphic 
communication was opened up with India. 

On the same day a despatch reached Oeneral 
Roberts at Siah Sang from the British Oovernment 
accepting the abdication of the Amir, Yakub Khan ; 
and the following proclamation was issued by the 
Oeneral : 

“ I, General Roberts, on behalf of the British Goi ern- 
ment, hereby proclaim that tlie Amir, having by his 
own free Avill abdicated, has left /Vfghanistan without a 
government. 

“ In consequence of the shameful outrage upon its 
Rnvoy and suite, the British Government has been 
compelled to occupy by force of arms Kabul, the 
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capitiil, and to take niditary possession of otlier parts 
of A fglianistan. 

'Flic Britisli OovxTinnent now commands that all 
vVijilluin authorities, cliiefs, and Sardars do continue 
tlicir functions in maintaining order, referring to ivic' 
wlierever necessary. 

“'Fhe British Government desires that the people 
shall be treated with justice and benevolence, and that 
their religious feelings and customs be respected. 

“ The services of sucdi Sardars and chiefs as assist 
in preserving order will be duly recognised ; but all 
disturbers of the pea<‘e, and persons concerned in 
attacks upon British authority, will meet with condign 
punishment. 

“'Fhe British (iovernment, after considtatiori with 
the principal Sardars, tribal chiefs, and others, repre- 
senting the interests and wishes of the various provinces 
and cities, will declare its wdll as to the future permanent 
arrangements to be nuule for the good government of 
the people. 

“ Kabul, 28M Octoher, 1879.” 

On the same day Yakub Khan appeals to have 
contemplated flight to I'urkistan, and in con.sequence 
his tent w^as. isolated by the removal of all those of his 
servants w’^hich had been pitched about it, and he w'as 
now placed under close arrest. 'Fhc guard was increased 
to forty riiies (British), and four sentries surrounded the 
tent. A fifth sentry was posted irrside the tent itself, 
and the Amir's personal attendants were only allowed 
access to him under guard and surveillance ; whilst his 
food was carefully examined, and all means of conveying 
infonnation to or from him w^as removed. Meantime 
the wH)rk of investigation by the Special ("ommission 
continued. 

At the end of the month Sir Frederick Roberts 
published to tlie troops under his command the thanks 
of the Queen-Fimpress for their gallantry at the action 
of Chaharasia and the other operations leading to the 
occupation of Kabul. 
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'fhe task of opening up communication with India I w 
'.vay of -lalalabud and tiie Kliybcr was then commenced. 

On tlie Isl NoA'cmber Hrigadicr-Gencral Maephci'son 
marelied for Uiitkhak witli the following troops from 
Siah Sang : 

12tli Hengal (.Rivalry, Major (irri-tjn. 

F'A, R.n. A., (4 gnus), olopluurl eqiii|m)OMt. 

(i7th Foot, Licutonant-t'oloiic] Knowkis. 

2iiv(] I’iorit'Cfs, l,iGtitniiatii.-(,'olonol (kirrie. 

2Sth Fnnjal) Inkint.iy, l<ieutonaiit-(.’oloiu‘l Hudson. 

Arriving at llutkhak the next day, the force was 
joined by Captain Swiuley’s guns of No. 2 Mountain 
Battery, which had just arrived from the .Slmtargardan. 
Here the post selected by Sir Frederick Koberts on the 
20th October was occupied by forty rifles, and placed in 
a. state t)f defence; and the field telcgra[)h line’ from 
Kabul was laid down and opened. On the same day 
General lloberts himself arrived from .Kal)id at’com- 
panied by several Ghil/ai chiefs, and made a thorough 
examination of the Lataband and Ivhurd-Kabul routes 
eastwards towards the Khyber, as well as of the Chinari 
defile, which connects the two rosids. Having completed 
his rcconnni.ssance, the General returned to Shci pur on 
the evening of the 3rd November. 

On the 4th November and following days Brigadier- 
General Maeplierson advanced tvV/, Kliurd-Ivahul and 
'Fezin to Seh Baba, and riding forward witli his ad- 
v’anee guard to Kata.sang, he met the advanced parties 
of Brigadier-General Charles Gough’s detachment 
i)f the 2nd (General Bright’s) Division of the Kabul 
Field Force, which had advanced on the line of the 
Khyber to join hands with the brigade from Kabul 
(see Chapter X.). Further inspection having now 
proved the superiority of the Lataband route over 
that of the Khurd-Kabul Pass, it was decided that tlie 
main line of communication with the Khyber should 
be by the former road ; a post was established on the 
Tjataliaud Kotal, and the 23rd J*ioneers and Sappers 

10 



‘242 FOltAGEUS ATI'AFKED 

were inimecliiitely set to work to improve the road and 
extend the telegraph line. 

hVom Sell Haha Brigiidier-General Macpherson 
moved his camp about 10 miles down tlie I'e/iii 
stream to its junction with the Kabul River at N again. 
Near here, on the 10th November, adbraging party, 
commanded by Captain A, J. Poole, of the <>7th Foot, 
was attacked by a considerable force of Afghans, 
numbering some 700 or 1,000 men. On receipt of 
ird'ormation of this attack, the Brigadier at once 
moved to Captain Poole’s assistance witii 140 men 
t»f the 12th Bengal Cavalry, the four guns of No. 2 
Mountain Battery, 1.50 men of the (>7th Foot, and 
96 men of the 28th l*unjab Infantry. 'I'he road was 
almost impassable, being blocked by laden camels t)f 
fugitive friendly .^Vfglians, and the (General therefore 
directed the infantry and mountain guns to ascend a 
spur to tlie north of the road, 'riieir arrival there was 
most opportune, as two bodies of the enemy were at 
once seen, one about 1,000 yards distant to the right 
front, and the othei' about 1,700 yards oil' on tlie bank 
of the river at tlie entrance of the upper of two defiles, 
through which the riier runs, advancing to envelop 
Captain IViole’s company. On both of these Captain 
Swinley opened tire with his guns with sucli precision 
as to cause them immediately to retire. 

Major G. Baker, 67th Regiment, was now sent with 
the 28th Punjabis, the guns, and one company of the 
(>7tli along the mountain ridge in pursuit of the lirst 
party of tlie enemy, and the other company of the ()7th, 
under Lieutenant R. F. Atkinson, was ordered to pursue 
the Afghans in the defile. I’he enemy retired behind a 
sangar, which extended along the ridge for quite a mile 
at right angles to tlie line of advance, and at lirst sliow^ed 
some disposition to contest this point ; but eventually 
they continued to retire beyond the village of Doaba, 
which was entered by the troops. Having forced the 
enemy to retire from all the positions they had held 
to about a distance of 6 miles from Nagalu bivouac, 
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(ienernl Macplicrson recalled the troops across the river 
to the camp at Sarobi. 'riie enemy appear to }ui\ c been 
Satis of 'I'anao, and were reported to be acting under 
Usman Khan, who had jireviously written to say that 
he was coming in to make his submission. Three of 
C’aptain Poole’s men were killed and four men wounded 
in this affair. 

(4n the same date Brigadier-tieneral Macplicrson 
Iiad .sent back part of his force under Ideutcaiant- 
(\)lonel Hudson to work on the road over the laita- 
band Kotal, and the following tlay he again marched 
with the remainder to Seh Baba, where a small post 
and commissariat depot was establishtxl. On the 
1 2th November Maepherson marched across tlie 
Lataband Jvotal to Chaman Mela-Shuman, by a veiy 
rough and difficult route, and on the 13th by an capially 
trying march to Butkhak. 'Bwo gnus of No. 2 Moun- 
tain Battery, a wing of the 23rd Pioneers, and thti 
28th Punjab Infantry were left at Lataband to continue 
the construction of the road, under the commaml of 
I. ieutenant- Colonel J. lludson. It was decided that 
the brigade under General Maepherson should remain 
at Butkhak for the present; but the hcad-ijuarters M'ing 
of the 23rd I’ioneers marched into Sherpur on the 1.5th, 
on wliieh date General Roberts proeeexled to Butkhak 
for inspection, returning to Kabul the same evening. 

During this time the troops at Kabul had lieen 
employed in dismantling the Bala llissar and in 
destroying the loose powder stored there, wiii(*h had 
been siudv a source of danger to the vicinity, and of 
which only sufficient was now reserved for blasting w'ork. 
All time-expired men, the wmunded, and those who had 
been pronounced unfit for further service marched from 
Kabul towards India on the 14th November; while, in 
order to economise the (consumption of the forage stored 
for winter use, the elephants, spare bullocks, and sick 
transport animals W'ere sent away from the capital. 

In anticipation of the detailed arrangements which 
it was propo,sed to carry out shortly for the organisation 



244 


EXECUTION OF MUUDERERS 


of the several forces employed in Atghanistaii, the 
Gov'eriior-Geiieral in Council was pleased to confer 
on Major-(4cneral Sir F. S. Roberts the local rank of 
Lieutenant-General from the 11th November, 1879. 
and to place under his orders the two di\'isions in 
Eastern Afghanistan from Kabul to Jami'ud inclusive. 

Since the middle of October a Military Commission 
had been sitting to enquire into tlie circumstances 
attending the massacire of Sir Ijouis ('avagnari, and 
the after events up to the battle of Chaharasia. All 
the ^Vfghan prisoners captured dining the operations 
since Chaharasia were brought before it, and every man 
who was proved to have taken an active part in the 
massacre was executed. Eighty-nine in all were tried, 
of whom forty-nine were executed. Each sejiarate case 
was emiuircd into in the most thorough manner, great 
numbers of witnesses being examined, nor were any sen- 
tences of death carried out liefore being approved and 
signed by Sir Frederick Roberts. On the 1 8th November 
the Commission completed its onerous task, and the final 
report was forwarded to Simla, while on the 11th of the 
same month the Lieutenant-General published a pro- 
clamation of amnesty to all persons who had fought 
against the British since the 3rd September, withhold- 
ing, liowcver, the benefits of the same from any persons 
concerned in the attack on the Residency. 

Kiiniours now became general of threatened risings 
amongst the tribes of the country round Ivahul, and at 
lengtli these reports gained so much strength that on 
the 2lst November the Lieutenant-General despatched 
Brigadier-General Baker into Maidan with the following 
forire : 


Cavalry 

Artillery 

Infantry 


n squiidron 9l h Lancers. 

. . Is .squadrons 5th Puiijub Cavuli v. 

1.2 .squadrons 14lh Bengal I,aiK‘ers. 
/2 guns G-3 lioyal Artillery. 

' 14 guns No. 1 Mountain Battery. 
|’Briti.sh 500 rifles 92nd Uighlan<lci*s, 

- > (400 rifles 3ixl Sikhs, 
y * ' t400 rifles 5th Punjab Infantry. 
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Clenerjil Rakers instructions were to assist in the 
collection of supplies, which had been much impeded by 
the presence of liostile leaders in the district. On the 
22nd General Roberts himself left Kabul and joined 
Cieneral Raker on the following day at liis camp beyond 
the Kotal-i-Takht. He was tlien informed that some 
hundreds of armed men were said to have gathered in 
the north of the upper \ alley of the ra)gar or Khawat 
River; inhabited by the Wardak Saiads, with the inten- 
tion of crossing into the Nirikli Valley, immediately south 
of Maidan, and that Rahadur Khan, one of the leading 
maliks of Nirikh, and head of the Umar Khel Ghilzais, 
had refused to come to the Rritish camp when called 
upon to do so. An attempt wjxs mtule to arrest the malik 
in (juestion, but he evaded capture, "i’he laeutcnant- 
(fcneral returned on the 25th to Kabul, leaving 
Brigadier-General Raker to continue the collection of 
supplies and to cheek further disturbances as much 
as ])ossible. 

'fhe latter remained in the Maidan district until 
the end of the month without encountering serious 
opposition. On the 1st December, having despatched 
large (luantities of forage to Kabul, he returned to 
head-(|uarters and reported that the surrouruling country 
was ru)W apparently (juiet. 

Since the 28th October the Amir had been kept 
in close confinement at head-quarters ; and on the 
29th November orders arrived from Simla for his 
immediate deportation to India. 

Yakub Khan left the Rritish camp at (5. 80 a.rn. on 
the 80th November under charge of Captain Turner, 
the Political Officer, and escorted by Major Hammond 
with a squadron of the 9th liancers and a s(juadron f>f 
tlie 5th Punjab Cavalry. Four body-servants and a 
faithful attendant alone accompanied the ex-nionareh, 
his request that Yahiya Klian and two other Sardars 
might accompany him being refused. The party moved 
by double marches, and reached Lataband the first night. 
At Jagdalak on the 3rd an escort was Ihrnished by 
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Brigadier-General Charles Gough, and the journey to 
Peshawar was eoni})leted witiioiit incident in eight 
days, tlte rapidity of the Amir’s removal preventing the 
possibility of any tribal eoiribi nation being effected to 
ol)struct his deportation. 

\"akub’s son and the members of the harem for the 
preserjt remained at Kabul ; whilst the Mustaufi Yahiya 
Khan and other Sardars still awaited orders from tlic 
( rovernment as to their disposition. 

'file following were the composition and distribu- 
tion of the 1st l)i\'ision, Kabul Field Force, on the 
1st December, 1870: 


( "a i\ I M. I'l rjA) Forck. 


JI cad- q uarterH^ Sh erpnr Ca ntonriumt. 




Artillei-y 


Iiinuilrv 


rOth liaiicei’s. 

, 1 51 h Punjab Cavalry* 

[141:li Bengal Lancers, 

"F-A, llnyal Ib)r.s(‘ ^Yrtillery. 

G-6, Koval Artillery. 

* No. 1 Mountain Battery. 

No. 2 Mountain Battery (4 guns). 

, . No. 7 Company (Sappers and Miners). 

rtiTth Foot (7 companies). 

Jb itisli - T^ind Highlamlers (4 companies), 
id High landers. 

CSrd Sikhs. 

Native |5tii Punjab Infantry, 
i 526rd Pioneirrs (wing), 

\^5th Gurkhas. 


0)h Line of Cormniinlcations hctzcccn Jagdalak and Butkhak. 


Cavalry 

Artillery 


Infantry 


. 12th Bengal Cavalry. 

. No. 2 Mountain Battery (2 guns), 
fn 1 / Foot (1 <!ompany). 

I * ^ * V 72 nd llighlamlers (6()0 rifles). 

X .tivi. l*ionecr.s (wing). 

l28Lh Punjab Infantry. 
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RVKNTS AT KAHI L DKCKMItKU, 

Kaiii.y in tlie montli of lleceniber the reports of 
disatlection amongst tlie tribes west of Kabul beeame 
daily more circumstantial. The general political situa- 
tion at this time was described as follows Ijy Sir 
hh cderiek lloberts in a despatch dated the 2;h d January 
1880: 

“After tlie outbreak of last September and the 
massacre of our Env'oy, the advance of the llritish 
force from Ali Khcl was too rapid to give the Afghans, 
as a nation, time to oppose it. At Chaharasia the 
troops who had particijiated in tiie massacre, aided hy 
large mnnbers of the disaffected townspeople, were 
conspicuously lieaten in the open Held, their organisation 
as an armed body was at an end, and their leaders all 
sought perstmal safety in flight. It appears probable 
that at this period the general expectation amongst the 
Afghans was that the ilritish (Government would exact 
a heavy retribution from the nation and city, which 
then lay at its mercy, and that after English vengeance 
had been satisfied, the army Avould be withdrawn. 
Forty years ago an English massacre had been followed 
by a temporary occupation of the city of Kabul ; and as 
Pollock and Nott on that occasion liad sacked and 
destroyed the gi’eat bazaar and then retired, so now' the 
people believed that the same signal punishment would 
be succeeded by the w'ithdrawal of our troops. 

“It thus happened that after the action of Chaharasia 
there followed a period of expectation and doubt ; the 
Afghans were waiting on events, and the time had not 

2-17 
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yet jiiTived when any national movement was possible. 
But this pause was marked by certain occurrences, 
which doubtless touched the national pride to the quick, 
and which were also susceptible of being used by the 
enemies of the British Government to excite into vivid 
fanaticism the religious sentiment which has ever 
formed a prominent trait in /Vtghan character. 

“ The spectacle of the prolonged occupation by 
foreign troops t)f the fortified cantonment which had 
been prepared by the late Amir Slier Ali for his own 
army ; the cajiture of the large park of artilleiy and of 
the vast munitions of war, which liad raised the military 
strength of the iVfghans to a standard uneijualled 
among Asiatic nations : the measures w hich had been 
taken to dismantle the Bala Ilissar, the historical 
fortress of the nation, and the residence of its kings and 
jirincipal noliles; and, lastly, the imprisonment and 
deportation to India of the ex- Amir Muhammad 
Vakub Khan and liis leading ministers — were all 
circumstances wliich <‘onspired to inflame to a high 
degree the natural antipathy felt towards a foreign 
invader. 'I'he temper of the people being in this 
condition, it was clear that only mutual jealousy and 
distrust among the chiefs could prevent tlieir making 
common cause against us ; and that, if any sentiment 
could be found strong enough to dominate such 
intei’ual dissensions, a pow'erful movement might be 
ei'oked, having for its object our own expulsion from 
the country. Such an impulse was supplied by the 
fervent addresses to JMuhammadan i*eligious feeling 
made by the aged Mulla, Mir Muhammad, commonly 
known as the M ushk-i-Alam ; by the universal de- 
numuation of the English in the mosques of every city 
and village; by the appeals of the ladies of Yakub 
Khan’s family to the popular sympathies, and by the 
distribution of the concealed trea.sure which w^as at 
their command ; and, lastly, by the expectation of 
sharing in the plunder of the British camp. The 
Mullas, in short, became the masters of the situation, 
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;ind huviiig once succeeded in subordinating private 
quarrels to hatred of the cornmon foe, the ino\'enient 
j)assed rapidly through the phase of religious ciithusiasni, 
and culnunated in nothing less than a national rising 
against the English invaders. Tlie memories of the 
disaster of 1841-2 were again appealed to ; it was urged 
that what had happened once might happen again ; and 
the people were assured that, if they would t)nly rise 
suddenly and simultaneously, the small English army 
ill Sherpur might easily be driven from its position, 
and, as before, be overwhelmed in its retreat through 
the difficult passes which divide Alghanistan from 
India. Such were the hopes of the chiefs and religious 
leaders who laid now combined against the British 
infidels ; and, according to the information which I 
received, their intention was to gain possession of the 
city and Bala Hissar, and after occupying numerous 
forts and villages in the neighbourhood of Sherpur, 
to surround the cantonments. 

‘‘ 'Fo attain this object, they arranged that tlie f orces 
from the south, viz. from I..ogar, Zurmat, the JMangal 
and Jadran districts and interv^ening Ghilzai country, 
should seize the range of hills which extends from tlie 
city towards Chaharasia, and include the Bala Hissar 
and the high conical peak called the ‘ Takht i-Sliah ’ ; 
that forces from Kohistan should occupy the Asmai 
heights and hills to the north of the city; while those 
from Maidan, XA'^ardak and the (iliazni direc:tion moved 
upon the city from the westward.” 

Under the circumstances thus described Sir h'rcderiek 
Roberts endeavoured to deal with the advancing forces 
in detail, and before they could concentrate or be joined 
by the dis^Fected people from Kabul and the adjoining 
tillages. With this object a parade of all the troops at 
Sherpur was held on the morning of the 8th December, 
in order to impress the spectators with the sight of their 
efficiency, and on the atternoon of the same day the 
following column started from Sherjnir under Brigadier- 
General tl. T. Maepherson, c.b., v.e. : 
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( -aval ry . 
Art illerv . 


Jnfanti-y . 


( Oth Lannoi'S (1 squadron) 

\ Mill [jaiicers (1 squadrou) 

I F-A^ Royal Horse Artiller}’^ . 

( No. J Mountain Itattery 
Rritisli . (57th Foot 

i \ r)th Gurkhas 31X5 / 


f 


401 


I -3 squiidroiis. 
J- 4 jrnns. 


002 f 


Mucphersoii’s original instructions were to reach the 
junction of the Hamian, (^Ihazni, and Kohistan roads 
near Arghandi, to prevent a junction between the 
Kohistanis and the Wurdak general, Muhaniniad Jan, 
and to force the latter back on another brigade under 
liaker, wliicli. inarching im Chaharasia and Chihii- 
dukhtaran, was to throw itself across the Ghazni road 
near Reni Badain. 

On tlie i)tli December Maepherson halted, by order 
of the ljieutenant-(TCueral, at Kala Aushar, to give time 
for the coinplction of Baker’s detour and to draw the 
enemy forward by an appearance of hesitation. Mean- 
time intelligence w'as received of large numbers of the 
enemy moving noithw'ards from Arghandi tow'ards 
Kohistan, as wadi as of a considerable Kohistani force 
collected at Karez Mir, some 10 miles north-west of 
Kabul. General Maepherson w'as therefore directed 
to chtinge the line of his advance and to attack the 
J^ohistanis, and, as the country to be traversed W'as 
unsuitable for (*avalry, to leave the whole of his 
mounted troops, except one squadron of the 14th 
Bengal Lancers, at Kala jVusliar. 

VVdth the remainder he marched at 7 a.m., on the 
10th December, xnd the Kirskhana Pass towards the 
Surkh l*ass, which divides the Koh Daman from 
the Chardch V’alley, The battery and infantry moved 
along the foot of the spurs W'hich extend from the 
ridge to the wast, and were halted behind a rise in 
the ground wliich hid them from the north, precaution 
being taken that their presence should not be be- 
trayed, and that no sign of the column should appear 
above the sky line; whilst the squadron of the 14th 
Bengal l.anccrs was sent round to reconnoitre the 



251 


SUCCESSFUL S'I’llATEGY 

eastern approucli to the Surkh Ivotal, the baggage 
being meanwhile collected at the foot of the ravine 
up which the column ascended. The enemy were at 
once observed coming from a northerly direction ; and 
the cavalry reported a collection ol:' some 2.000 meri 
near Karez Mii\ with groups advaiu'ing tt) joiri them 
from the west. 'I'lie Generars stratagem was successhd 
in fostering the contidence of tlie etieiny, for about 
noon they had advanced within striking distance; upon 
whicli an advanced party consisting of two companies 
of the (*7th Foot under Major Baker, and two <‘om- 
panies of the oth Gurkhas under Chiptain Cook, 
approaching in perfect silence, suddenly burst upon 
the foe from a distance of .50 yards. Leaving Li<.;u- 
tcnant-Colonel Money with hvo conipauics of the 
Ord Sikhs, one company of the <>7th h'oot, and two 
guns to hold the ridge, and sending round three 
companies of the Jlrd Sikhs (wliitdi were very hapjaly 
placed for the purjiose) to annoy the cncnij ’s left and 
s()pport the cavalry, the General advan(^ed with the 
rest of his force. Meantime tlie ad\anct; party were* 
driving the men opposed to them down the hill to the 
plain, which lay between the Surkh I’ass and the main 
position of the enemy on three conical hills, which 
covered Karez Mir with a trout extending three- 
quarters of a mile. 'I'he [)a.ssage down the slopt;s 
was so rapid, the order of attack in three columns 
(.5th Gurkhas on the left, d7th in centre, and thd Siklis 
and cavalry on the right) so promptly formed under 
Lieutenant-Colonel Knowles, of the (>7th Fot)t, and 
the general advariee so simultaneous, that tlie Hying 
enemy, under the foe of the two guns of Captain 
Morgan, coidd not rally until they reached the main 
body, Eveii there, although some of the /Vtghans 
made a stubborn resistance, nothing could with- 
stand the irapetuo.sity of the assault: two miles of 
country w'ere traversed and the enemy’s position cap- 
tured within an hour, while (captain Morgan, bringing 
up his guns with great rapidity, was able to intlict 
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severe loss on what luid now' become a flying rabble. 
The Rritish casualties were one oflicer. Major P'itzHugh, 
5th C:iurkhas, and six men wounded, two severely. 

The enemy fidvanc^ing from the south-W'est seemed 
inclined at first to ascend the Surkh Pass from the 
Paghman .side and assist the Kohistanis ; but on seeing 
that Maepherson’s troops held all the commanding 
positions, and probably liearing t)f* the defeat of tlicir 
allies, they retreated towards Arghandi. 

Rrigadier-( General Macphersoir at once (about noon) 
informed the Lieutenant-Gerjcral by heliograpli of his 
success, whereupon tlie latter ordered Colonel R. 1.. 
Gordon, k.h.a., to take the eavjdry and horse artillery 
at Ausliju", reinforced by two squadrons from Sherpur, 
and to endea\'our to cut oft' the retreat of the 
Kohistanis. Tliis attempt, howev’^er, was unsuccessful, 
as the enemy took to the hills. Colonel Gordon 
therefore returned to Kala iVu.shar, sind tlie tvro extra 
squadroirs marched back to Sherpur, while Brigadier- 
General Maephersou bivmuaeked at Karez Mir for the 
night. 

Early on the morriing of tlie 1 Ith BrigJidier-General 
Dunham Massy, in compliance with orders fi’oni 
General Roberts, left SluTpur with a squadron of the 
hth Ijancei’s and rejiaired to Kala Aushar, where he 
took o\er command of the troops there and marched 
with the whole towards Arghandi, with the intention 
of meeting Maepherson, M'ho was to advance that 
morning from the Surkh Pass in a southerly direction 
against the Afghans under Muhammad Jan. 

“ General Alassy’s orders were to advance from Kala 
Aushar by the road leading directly from the city of 
Kabul towards Arghandi and Ghazni ; to proceed 
cautiously and (juietly, feeling for the enemy ; to com- 
municate with General Maephenson ; and tb act in 
conformity with that officer’s movements, but on no 
account to commit himself to an action until General 
Maepherson had engaged the enemy ” {Majm'-Gcnerat 
lidberts's' despatch). Eater on General Massy I'eceived 
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n’ritlen instructions to “ operate towards A rghaiidi in 
conjunction with General iMacf)hcrson.'’ 

At 0 a. in. he started from Kala Aushar, his force 
l)eing composed as follows : 


Arlillcvry: K-A., U. M.A. (4 Mfijor IT. tf. < SitivIIkW imlham. 

.1 f Otli Lancers, 2 squadrons (21»‘T)- lAetiicn.-mM olnnel IT. S. (’leland. 
(;i\airj^ I |u.|j 1 squadron (14) ('af>Lain J. 1*. (\ Neville. 

I'lie wliereabouts of General Mac])herson not being 
accurately kiiow'n, a troop (ct)nsisting of 4.‘> men) of the 
t*th lianeers, under Capt?iin . 1 . , 1 . Scott-Cdiishohne, was 
despatched to the riglit to endea\’our to cstablisli 
communication with him ; but, although lie e\'c;ntual]y 
reached (General JMacpherson, he was unable to rejoin 
General Massy, and consecjuently the cavalry force was 
reduced to 214 lances, with the four guns. 

In hopes of xiltimately joining hands with Mac- 
phcrson. Massy moved in a south-west direction, and, 
instead of gaining the Ghazni road by tlie ordinary 
route, started across country, intending to strike that 
road lieyond the village of Kala Kazi, Captain B. Gough 
being sent ahead w'ith his troop of the t)th Lancers as 
an achimce guard. 

After advancing about miles, being then about a 
mile to the north-west of the village of Kala Kazi, 
Captain Gough reported that the cnem) were occupying 
in considerable force the slopes of the hills on either 
side of the Ghazni road some Jl miles distant. Never- 
theless General Massy still moved on, and shortly 
afterwards further reports were received by him that 
the enemy were coming down into the plain in the 
direction of Kala Kazi ; in order therefore to check 
their advance, and to detain them until he could see 
sometliing of Brigadier-General Maepherson’s force. 
Massy ordered Major Smyth-Windham to open fire on 
them, which he did at a range of 2,900 yards. 

Major Windham’s range prov ed aevmrate, and for a 
time his firing checked the advance of the enemy. It 
waSj however, soon evident that they w'ere in immense 
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imuTliers (probably about 10,000), that they were well 
led, and meant to (rome on. General Massy tiOAv moved 
a little nearer to Kala Kazi, and again ordered Major 
W indluun to open fire, which he did with good effect 
at 2.500 yards. The attack stiU developing towards 
tlie left oC tlie Hritish cavalry, Massy again moved 
Curtbe)’ in that direction, and tlie guns came into action 
at 2.000 yards, after which he directed Major Windham 
to c'hange front riglit back to a position on the bank of 
the river at 1,700 yards’ range. This also being ineffec- 
tual in stopping the enemy, who still maintained a 
steady advance, General Massy dismounted 30 men of 
the Otli 1 ameers, wiio ct)mmeneed firing as soon as the 
Afghans came within range of their carbines, but 
without imy appreciable result in keeping their masses 
back, 'idle cavalry and horse artillery now kept on 
slowly retii'ing, tlie guns firing at intervals : and about 
this time (ioneral Roberts arrived on the gi’ound, 
having left Sherpur vitli the intention of taking com- 
mand of the united forces of Generals Maepherson and 
Massy, Seeing the inutility of coiitinuing a cavahy 
and horse artillery action against an enemy in such 
o\ ei-w helming strengtli. and on ground so unfavourable, 
the Lieutenant-General ordered General Massy to retire 
slowly, to find a road by which the guns could be 
brought away in safety, and to watch for an opportunity 
for tlic' eaialry to charge, so as to give time to extricate 
the guns, 'flic order regarding the necessity of fijiding 
a line of retn at for the guns w^as also given to Colonel 
Gord<»n, commanding the artillery, wlio had accom- 
panit'd (General Massy from Aushar, where he hiid 
preiioiisly lieen in command. On receiving these 
orders, General Massy sent an order to I^ieutenant- 
Colonel Cleland to charge with one squadron (120 
lances), liireeting (biptain Neville to support him with 
the squadron of the 14th Rcngal liancers, whilst Captain 
Gough with the remaining troops of the 9th Lancers 
attacked tlie left flank of the enemy. These orders 
were executed in the most gallant manner, the charges, 
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slcilt'ully led by Cleland (who was dawgeron.sly wounded 
l)y a sword-eut and a shot throngli his side), were well 
(iciivered and did considerable execution, but did not 
succeed in checking the enciny lor more than a lew 
niijiutcs. The Afghans were driven back for the moment, 
juid had more troops been at hand to follow up the mo\ e- 
nient, the desired result must have been achieved ; but 
tlie enormous odds told heavily, and the ca\alry had 
to fall bfick under a heavy lire, from which they 
Hulfcred severely. Lieutenants (\ ,1. R. Ilearsey and 
\V. P. Ricardo, with sixteen of their men, Ijcing lell 
(lead, whilst Captain ,1. A. II. Stewart- Maeken/ie and 
sev'cn lancers were wounded. Meanwhile the aitillery 
continued to retire until they found their further 
movement stopped by a deep and n.'irrow channel, 
while the ground was so intersected with watercourses, 
all of wlvich were almost impassable for artillery, that 
Ihc^ enemy’s infatitry, who advanced in admirable order, 
were able to move taster than the guns. 

Here, whilst searching for a passage, (General 
lloberts ordered a second cavalry eliargc as a last hope 
of saving the guns ; and a second time the hth J^aneers 
and the '14th Rcngal Lancers charged to give more 
time to VVnndham to get his guns away. Rut this 
cliarge had still less eHect than the first on the enemy, 
who were now coming rapidly forward, outilanking 
Cencral Massy’s troops on both sides, and maintaining 
a destructive fire. Meanwhile, in crossing one of the 
f.ieep ditches, thickly planted with lines of poplars, one 
of the guns of F-A stuck, and Mjvjor Windham, having 
no means of carrying it aw'ay, was obliged to order it 
to be spiked and abandoned. The other three guns 
of F-A, under Jjieutenants E. Vaughan-IIughes and 
E. Hardy, had taken up a position in a village enclosure 
iind were in action, a low w'all in front of the guns and 
a deep ditch in rear. The ammunition beiTig nearly 
cxj)ended, and the enemy close at hand, Major 
^V’indham gave the word to limber up and retire. As 
this order was being executed the wheel horse of the 
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leading gun fell into the ditch, the shafts broke, the 
gun was rendered helpless, and the passage was com- 
pletely blocked for the guns in rear. 'Fhis being the 
only crossing for a considerable distance, the enemy 
closing in all round, and the villagers commencing to 
fire at the gunners at close range. Major Windham 
gave orders to unhook and spike the guns, saw this 
order carried out, and then abandoned them. 

Here in the village Lieutenant Hardy w'as killed 
by a shot through the head. Major Smyth-Windhain, 
and those men of the battery w'hom he could collect, 
retired via Deh Ma/ang to Sherpur, where they arrived 
at 1.30 p.m. 

Immediately on reaching the ground. Sir Frederit^k 
Iloberts, seeing that a retirement w-^as inevitable, had 
sent back to Sherjiur for 200 rifles of the 72nd High- 
landei's to be despatched with the least possible delay, 
to hold the gap at Deli Mazang, so as to prevent tlic 
enemy gaining possession of the city ; and on this 
point the General now' retired wdth the greater portion 
of the cavalry, w'ho, by maiiceuvring in front of the 
enemy, and keeping them in cheek, gave opportunity 
for the 72nd Highlanders to arrive at the gorge, which 
they did just in time to hold it and to bar the enemy’s 
passage, tluis allowing the remnants of Massy’s force 
to make good their retirement to Sherpur. 

Thereupon the enemy, finding they were unable to 
enter the city, moved to the right and occupied the 
'rakht-i-Shah, with all the slopes leading up to it, 
besides taking possession of the large walled villages 
in Chardeh. 

The loss in this disastrous engagement was 4 
officers ( laeutenants Hearsey and Ricardo, 9th Lancers, 
Hardy, r.u.a., and O. E. S. Forbes, 14th Bengal 
Lancers) and 23 men killed, while 2 officers (Colonel 
Cleland and Captain Stew’^art-Mackenzie, 9th Ijancers) 
and 23 men were w'ounded. The ca.sualties amongst 
the horses w'^ere 51 killed and 23 W'ounded out of a 
totsd of about 356 engaged, 'rh'^ gallantry displayed 
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by^ both officers iiiitl men was most praiseworthy, and 
during the final retirement the squadron of the 14th 
Heiigal l^anecrs was especially distinguished for its 
steadiness and coolness. 

The U-pr. guns, which had of necessity been 
ubandoned by Major Smyth- Windham, were all re- 
co^'e^ed later iti the day under the direction of C<.)lonel 
MacCiregor, Chief of the Staff*, the ground whci'c they 
lay having been meantime partially cleared of the 
enemy by the advance of tTleneral M<u-phei'son’s 
l)rigade. 

Meanwhile, at about 7.50 a.m., Brigadicr-Ciencral 
Maepherson had marched frrim Karez Mir, |)assod 
through the Surkh Pass within the hour and reaxdicd 
tlic cross roads to Kabul and .fVrghandi, when tlic soutul 
of guns in action was heard from the tlireertion of the 
Chardeh Valley. Concluding at once that the cavalry 
and horse artillery from xViishar were engaged with the 
enemy, Maepherson turned to his left, and leaving his 
stjuadron of Bengal liancers and six c'ompanies of the 
Siklis and (lurklias to protect his baggage, he pressed 
on with the remainder of his force and soon sighted the. 
enemy about li miles east of Kala Kazi. Captain 
II. U. Ij. Morgan was immediately ordered to bring his 
mountain guns into action, in order to give the cavalry 
force intimation of Maepherson's whereabouts. 'I'he 
retreat of the latter, as described abox^e, hail, however, 
commenced about an hour before this time, I*2.S(). 
Meanwhile, the infantry advance was continueil, and 
a body of the enemy appeared inclined to make a stand 
to resist it. But they broke before the attack itould 
close with them, and were })ursued in all directions by 
the 67th, SJrd Sikhs, and ,5th Gurkhas. “To describ'e 
every change of front that W'as made,” iVTites (General 
Maepherson, “ would be tedious. W e almost boxed 
the compass and drove — I may say hunted -the enemy 
in all directions, so that by two o’clock the mountains, 
crowded with black specks, looked like ant-hills, and 
later on, from the commanding position of Kala Kazi, 

17 



•258 BAKER’S BRIGADE 

not an Afghan could be seen on Chardeh plain.’ 
While the two mountain guns, 3rd Sikhs, and 5t)i 
Gurkhas droA t; the parties which lingered on the Kala 
Kazi nK)unds up the goat-paths, the (>7th Foot, undci- 
Lieutenant-C’olonel IvnoAvles, did excellent service in 
searching the range of forts and enclosures west of that 
place, wiiich had been crow'ded with Afghans. 'I'hc 
forcte made a rendezvous at Kala Kazi at 3.30 p.m., and 
from thence was recalled to Deh Mazang by order of 
the Lieutenant-General, reaching that place at 7 p.ni. 
'I'he main body of the force bivouacked at Deh Mazang, 
and tlie baggage with the rear guard went xM Jvala 
Aushar to the canfrmments of Sherpur, 

Early in the day the troops in charge of the baggage 
were ch)sely pressed by a large; body of the encujy 
while traversing the Kallir Jan defile. Happily the 
dispositions of Lieutenant-Colonel T. G. Ross and 
Major C. J. Griffiths in protecting the coinoy under 
very trying circumstances were conceived and eariicfi 
out Avith great judgment and gallantry, and the baggage 
was brought tlirougli the dillieult pass in safety, not, 
howcAcr, without tlie necessity of a bayonet charge, 
Avhiel) Avas brilliantly executed under Captain J. C-ook, 
5th Gurkhas, and his equally gallant brotlier, 1 iieuteiuint 
W. Cook, 3rd Sikhs, both of Avdiora Avere Avounded, the 
latter severely. The other casualties in IMacpherson’s 
brigade during the day were tAvo sepoys killed, one 
native offi(;er and four sepoys wounded. 

It is necessary now to turn to Brigadier-General 
Bilker, and to describe the movements of his brigade 
froiii the time that he marched out of Sherpur on 
the morning of the 9th December Avith the folloAving 
force : 

( Vnfilry . . »5t.]i .Puiijiih (.’avalry, squadrons (Mfijor P. Williams). 

Artiilory . . No. 2 Mounlaiii Hatiery, 2 division.^ (i^)tain (r. 8wiiiley)» 

f British . 02ii(l lfit'ldanders(Ueniwiant-Colonel(h II. Parker) 

I j. . ^ I ( Punjab intantry (Major H. M. Pratt) . . 

11 u ry "j I J Convpany, Sappers and Minors (Lieutenant 

V I t'. Nugent) 

On that CA^ening Baker encamped at Chihildukhtaran, 
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south-west of CJiaharasia, and 12 miles from Sheipur, 
and oil the lOth he marched, first soutli and then west, 
bv' a difficult road which led him hy eveniiijEf over the 
watershed between the Kabul and l>ogar Ri\aTs at the 
Taitamur Pass, reaching with his main body tlie southern 
slopes of the kotal, 17 miles fnan (.’hihildukhtaran. 
at 4 p.ra. A small portion of the transport with the 
rear guard was belated, and bivouacked on the top of 
the pass. 

On leaving camp, shortly alter daybreiik, on tlie 
nioruing of the lltJi December, it was found that; 
parties of the enemy were occupying tlu^ hciglils in 
the distance on both Hanks. 'Phey were cornjiosed of 
men from the Logar district and some Wardak Salads 
on their way to join the main gathering uiuh.'r 
Muhammad Jan ; those on the right numbered about 
IkOOO ; w'hilst those on the Icll vv'cre but some few 
hundreds in number. A few' harmless shots were fired 
at first on the main hotly ; but the rear guard, witli its 
long train of baggage animals, became somcwdiat hotly 
engaged with the enemy immetliately after commencing 
its march, the latter (dinging to the liciglits, and not 
venturing into the valley througli wdiich runs flic road 
vvdiich had prevdously been followetl by General IJakcr’s 
brigade in Novernbei'. The rear guard was taanptised 
of-- 


HO ritiois 92ju1 Hi^]ilaii<leT.s — Ijieuteiiaul A. I). I’Viisrr , H 'nfiUuTi (t, K. 
-00 n lies 5th Puiijah JiilVuitry Ideutt'naiit J. P. j i\P< Villuni/.)2ii<l 

And ileUiils, regiinPiitTl ^uanls . . . .J llij^lilajuler.s. 

This rear guard was supplemented, when the firing 
commenced, by 100 rifles 5th l^unjab Infatitry under 
liieutenant R. E. Jameson and tw'o mountain guns 
under rJeutenant C. A. Montanaro, with a troop of 5th 
Punjab Cavalry. 'Phe troops took up a position on a 
low kotal and engaged the enemy until the whole of 
the baggage had passed, which operation w'as effetded 
Satisfactorily under the direction of (vaptain W. A. 
W yhter, 33rd Foot, the officer in charge of the ti ansport. 
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Meanwhile, in order to ejury out the combined move- 
ment wdtJi General Macpherson, the cavalry under 
Major VV'illiams had been pushed forward early in tlie 
morning and gained possession of the (ihazni and Kirikh 
Valley roads, as alst) of the other roads leading from the 
Maldan V’alley. Since, however, no eommunieatioii 
had up to this time been received fiom Macpherson, it 
was evident that his plan of operations must have bet;n 
changed. Raker, therefore, determined to push on to 
Rain Arghandi (12 miles). V\nicn the advam^e guard 
of (ravalry, supported by 120 of the l)2nd Higlilandcrs 
under Major G. S. W^liite and by twm of C’aptain 
Swinley’s guns, arriv^ed near that place late in the 
afterjioon, a large body of the enemy, which aftei'wards 
proved to be the rear guard of Muhammad .Jan’s forct;, 
was found in occupation of the lieights on either side 
of the gorge leading into the Cliardeh Valley, and thus 
closing the road to Kabul. It was necessary to gain 
these heiglits before dark, arid with this object Major 
White and Lieutenant the Hon. .J. S. Napier led their 
Highlanders up tlie precipitous sides of the hills in the 
face t)f great odds, and without the slightest hesitation 
attacked the iVfghans in such a dashing manner that 
the enemy were dri\'en aw'ay and their position stormed 
with success. Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, with the 
head-([uarters of the {)2nd, and Captain Swinlcy’s 
guns supported the assaidt, whilst the Punjal) Cavalry 
succeeded in cutting off the retreat of a small number 
of the enemy and capturing some of their horses. 

On the morning of the 12th the road to Kabul 
was still closed, but heliographic communication was 
established with the Ijieutenant-General, who t)rdercd 
the column to join Macpherson at Deh Mazang. The 
rear guard, under Major H. M. Pratt, was again con- 
siderably hai*assed by the same bodies of Afghans, who 
had been so troublesome on the previous morning, and 
the baggage animals were so distressed by the work of 
the last few days that General Baker at length deter- 
mined to pack his baggage in a small foit, tour miles 
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on the road to Kabul, in order that he nilght take 
forward his main body unimpeded, and bring it into 
iiciion, if retpiired, outside the eity. Ibit by the time 
that the 1011 ; was reached tlie clay Avas far advanced, 
unti it Avas evident tliat a etaisiderable j)roportion of 
tlie main body must be left to defend the baggage 
against the inei’easing numbers of the enemy, so that 
liaker found that he could not reacli J^eh Ma/ang in 
time or Avith sufficient men to come into action with 
any appreciable effect. He therefore continued the 
march of tlve whole column, the line being well protected 
and coA'cred by the cavalry. On reaching Deh Maying 
instructions Avere received for the column to proct^ed 
t'oitliAvitli to Sherpur, where the main body arri\ed 
before (i p.m., Avhile the rear guard Avith the baggage 
reached the cantonments by 8.30 the same night 
(f2tli December). 

The casualties in the brigade since the 0th had bceii 
only two men killed and thirteen wounded. 

At Sherpur during the night of the 11th Decembt'r 
c\’^ery possible precaution was taken to resist the gathering 
niass(!s of the enemy, 'fhe pictpiet on the Hata Hissar 
heights Avas reinforced by 200 of the 72nd Highlamlers. 
and Avas thus able to hold its own against an attack of 
the Afghans at 7 p-m- of the 11th, as well as against a 
veiy harassing fire kept up all night. Meanwlule the 
British were reinforced by the arrival from liataband 
of the (Tiiides Corps, cavalry and infantry, under t 'oloncl 
F. H. Jenkins, the Lieutenant-Cfeneral having ordered 
th('ir advance from Jagdalak on the 7th, when he foresaw 
tlie probability of reinforcements being recpiired. Tlie 
fjHggage of the corps, Avith a guard of 200 men, reached 
Sherpur on the following day. 

()n the morning of the 12th tlic enemy were seen 
to be in great force on the Taklit-i-Shah peak, distant 
about 1,000 yards from the picquet on the Hala Hissar 
heights, with which it is connected by a long saddle of 
difficult ground. It was decided that they must be 
dislodged from this important position, and for this 
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duty u IVu cc, as under, was delaelied from Maephersoivs 
brijirnde at 1 )eh Mazang', under Lieutenant-Colonel G. N. 
MoJiey, 'ird Sikhs: 

2 guns No. i Moutitain Battery. 

01 ," ( 67 Foot, (letaoluiieiit. 

~ \ 72nd lliglilatulers, deiaeliiru'nt. 

150, Ord Sikhs. 

195, 5lV( (iiirklifis. 

'J Vital . 560 riries and 2 mountain guns. 


On tlie saddle, between the peak and the Bala Hissar 
ridge, is a low inouud which was held by the advanced 
AfghaJi troo])s. and it was against tliis mound that, at 
about noon. Money's attack was at first directed from 
the neighbourhood ol‘ Deh Ma/ang. 

The ground was extremely difficult, and the resist- 
ance obstinate, and it was not till B.BO that the Afghans 
were driven from the mound. By this time ammunition 
had run short, aiul the enemy’s strengtii being found to 
be greater than liatl been expected, General Koberts de- 
termined to postpone any liirther advance on the peak 
until tlie return of Baker’s brigade shoidd enable him 
to assist the direct attack by means of a flanking move- 
ment. C^olonel Money bivouacked on the ground he had 
gained, Macphei'son still holding the Deh Mazang gorge 
with 217 men of the ()7th and 106 of the 72nd. The 
British casualties on this day were : Captain J. Cook, 
v.c., .5th (iurkhas, l.ieutenant C. H. Fergusson, 72nd 
nighlanders, and Lieutenant E. .f. N. Fasken, Brd 
Siklis, and 1.5 men wounded, the first-named mortally. 
Sergeants Cox, Macdonald, and Mcllveen, of the 72nd, 
greatly distinguished themselves in Colonel Money’s 
attac’k ; the former again brought himself to notice on 
the following day by his coolness and judgment while 
escorting the wounded from the Bala His.sar to Sherpur. 

On the morning of the 13th, in compliance with 
instructions received the previous evening, Brigadier- 
General Baker, wlio, as ha.s been seen, had returned to 
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Slicipur, marched in the direction of lieni Hissar with 
the object of attacking the Takht-i-Sliah position from 
the south-east. Witii him was a column composed as 
follows: 

1 s(|ii!ulron 9th l.a.nec‘rs (Captain B. (irou"li). 

;i’, stjiiadmns .5th Fnnj.ab Cavalry (Major B. tVilliaiiis). 

4 guns (4-3, 11.A. (Major VV. R. (.'raster). 

4 guns No. 2 Mountain Battery (Captain (4. Swinley). 

(i coinpanii^s 9!2nd Highlanders (Lieutenant-Colonel (i. H. Barker), 
7 coinpanies Guides Infantry ((foloncl F. H. Jenkin.s). 

;i00 rides !3rd Sikhs (Major C. .1. (irilliths). 

'i'he column was subsequently reinforced by 1.50 
riHes of tlie .5th Punjab Infantry, under Major Pratt. 

Debouching on the plain below the llala ITissar 
hciglit, the atlvancc guard, under Major White, 92nd 
Highlanders, saw Large numbers of the enemy leaving 
Beni Hissar and rapidly ascending tlie eastern slope of 
the ridge, which, rising at Beni Hissar, runs up almost 
uninterniptedly to the conical hill, to gain which was 
the main object of the day's ojjerations. 

It was evident that if this movement wore not 
promptly clieeked, not only would the force originally 
in Beni Hissar escape, but it would also be enabled to 
unite with the main body occupying the heights .above. 
M.ijor White was fully alive to tlic situation, and some- 
what changed the line of advance ; and ordei-s were 
iinmediately given that the troops detailed for the 
attack should move direct on the centre of the ridge, 
along which the enemy intended making their Hank 
movement, and so place themselves between the two 
portions of the enemy’s force. 

This advance was carried out in the most gallant 
and brilliant manner by the 92nd Highlanders, under 
Major White, ably supported by the Guides imder 
(k)lonel .Jenkins, and eovmred by the fire of the guns, 
which was concentrated at first on the enemy imme- 
diately above Beni Hissar, wdth great accuracy and 

success. 
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The ad vance soon became a race between the enemy 
and the 92nd Highlanders to gain the point on which 
the head of the attack was directed, and on the opposing 
])arties reac^hing it, a hand-to-hand fight took j)lace. 

Lie\itenant St. .John Forbes and Colonr-Sergeant 
Drununond, with a few soldiers who were able to keep 
pace with them, led the advan(“-e, and were the first to 
reach the goal ; but both were cut down and killed by a 
party of Afghans, wlio were, however, in turn entirely 
annihilated i>y another ])arty of the 92nd under lacii- 
tenant VV. H. Dick Cniiyngham’; the enemy’s line 
was thus cut, the possession of the heights at this point 
secured, and the Afghans, skiggei’ed for a moment by 
the suddtainess and rapidity of the assault, fell back on 
Ueni Hissar and the village in the vicinity, whither they 
were foliow-ed by a detachment of the .‘Jrd Sikhs, under 
Major (iriffiths. 

It now remained to drive tlie enemy from the lofty 
Taklit-i-Shah, the key of the position. Covered by 
the lire of No. 2 Mountain JJattery, whicl) was rno\ ed 
forward on to the ridge already gained, and by that of 
(J-.’k from the plain, tlie 92nd Highlanders and Guides 
pressed on, and by 11.90 had fought their way to the 
summit of the peak. Here they were met by a portion 
of Colonel Money's force, including detachments of tlic 
.'Jrd Sikhs, .5th Gurkhas, and 72nd Highlanders under 
Major A. FitzHugh, which had arrived a few minutes 
earlier from the position occupied the previous day 
above the Hala Hissar. 'I'he enemy, "who liad offered a 
most determined resistance, fled in a southerly direction 
towards Indaki. 

Meanwhile large bt)dics of ^Vfghans were moving 
from the llala Hissar and the city towards the Siali 
Sang heights, while otheisi occupied two villages on 
either side of the road along which Baker liad advanced 
in the morning. His communications with Sherpur 
u ere thus seriously threatened, and it became necessary 

V This oftiocr wiis awarded tiie Victoria Cro.ss for his gallantry on this 
<»c(;asion, 
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to drive the enemy from the villages ; one of them was 
easily captured, hut the other held out for a considerable 
time, until eventually stormed in a most gallant manner 
by a detachment of the 5th Pimjab Infantry under 
Alaj(jr Pratt, which had been sent out from Sheq)!!!’ 
to clear Haker’s comnmnications. 

As soon as the main position of the enemy had been 
carried, orders were sent to Ideutenant-Colonel Money 
to hold the conical height, '^rakht-i-Shah, with the force 
under his command ; while the {)2nd Ilighlandei’s, the 
(iuides, and No. 2 Mountain Battery wei’e to descend 
into the plains, so as to allow of further operations 
against the enemy in the direction of Siah Sang. It 
was, moreover, important that General Baker should 
return tt) Sherpur as soon as possible, for tlie garrison 
there had been reduced to the lowest possible limits, 
and the sound of guns in that direction indicatcal th.at 
the cantonment was being threatened. j\ heliograph 
message received by him from hcHd-(|uarters at 1 1.60 
a.Tn. also stated that the enemy vvea’C adviineing towards 
Bimarn on the east side of the Shcr])ur cantonment. 

Meantime a sejuadron of tlie .5th Punjab Cavalry, 
under Major .1. Stewart, had already done some 
good w'ork towards Siah Sung, having made a most 
successful charge against a largely superior body' of 
tlie enemy, in which charge the horse on wdiich ^Iajor 
Stew'ait was riding was shot dead. 'Phis siuaicss was 
now to be folhnved up, and the attention of the foui’ 
guns of G-3, Iloynil Artillery, which had remained in 
the plain, and that of the entire cavalry was devoted to 
the force collecting on tlie Siah Sang heights. A few 
shells, dropped with telling effect, at once set the enemy 
in motion, who, seeing that the main body had been 
signally defeated, ap[)earcd to be doubtful luiw' to act ; 
numbers retreated to the city, whilst large parties 
)noved towards the eastern extremity of' tlie ridge. 
Observing thi.s, (General Baker despatchetl all his 
available cavalry under Major Williams, 5th Punjab 
Cavahy, in that direction to cut off the retreat of the 
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Afglians - a movement which considerably hastened 
the enemy’s' retirement. During this operation the 
Ouides cavalry under Major Stewart arrived from 
Sherpnr, followed shortly afterwards by Brigadier- 
Oeneral Massy with one squadron of the 9th Laiu^ers 
and two of the Iftli Bengal Lancers. On arriving at 
Siali Sang, General Massy assumed command of all 
the ca\'alry except the Guides, who continued to work 
independently, and several effective charges wore 
delivered, not, however, without loss; the 9th Lancers 
especially suffered severely. Captain S. G. Butson jind 
four men being killed. Captain ,1. J. Scott-Chisholme, 
J .lieutenant C. J. W. Trtnver, and eiglit men wounded. 

As the day drew to a close all the troops, except 
those under Brigadier-CTcneral Maepherson, retunmd 
to Sherpnr, 'I'he latter officer, after waititig vainly 
at Dell Mazang in hopes of being able to harass the 
enemy as they retired tVoin the Takht-i-Shah, at length 
sent the detachment of the 72nd back to Sherpur, and 
with the (»7tli joined Money on the heights above the 
Bala Ilissur, being compelled by the smallness of his 
force to abandon Deli Mazang and the western 
ajiproach to Kabul. 

'fhe casualties in the brigades under (ilenerals Baker 
and Massy during the 13th December amounted to 
2 officers and 12 men killed, 2 officers and 43 men 
wounded ; 52 horses killed .and wounded. 

I'he results of the day’s operations were considered 
satisfarvtory ; the enemy had been driv'eu from the 
simthern range, and their advance in that direction 
had been stopped. 'I'hey h.ad apparently suffered 
greatly from the .artillery and infantry fire when on 
the hillsides, and on the plain below they had been 
severely dealt with by the caivalry. 

Indeed the success of the British troops had been so 
decided, and tlie loss inflicted upon the enemy so heavy, 
that Sir Frederick Roberts was prepared to find that 
the Afghans would be unable or unwilling to renew 
their .attempts, that the combination had broken up, 
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and that the various sections had scattered and returned 
to their homes, lint at daylig’ht on the I ttJi December 
his expectations were not realised, for very lar/»’e 
numbers of men, with numerous standards, were seen 
to be occupyijig a higli hill on tlie Kohistan road, 
about a mile north of* the Asmai range ; and as the 
day advanced they passed in great numbers from this 
hill, and also along the road from Ivohisl an, to the crest 
of the Asmai heights, where tliey were joined l)y many 
others frotu the direction of Chardch and the city. 

It then became apparetit that, foihal in their western 
and southern operations, the enemy had <*otu;cntratcHl to 
the north-west, and Avere about to <lciiver an a1.ta,(;k in 
great strength from that quarter. 

To meet tliis the Ideutenant-General determined 
to drive tliem off* the Asmai heights, to c-ut their 
eonuminications with the nortli, and to operate in 
this direction much in the same way as he liad done 
the previous day to the south. 

Accordingly Hrigadier-Gerieral Baker proceeded a1, 
0 a.m. on the 14th with the force detailed bellow to the 
eastern slope of the Asmai range : 


CiD'Jilry 

Artillery 

Infantry 


14tli JVdi^a! [jaiK'iTs (o squiulroiis), Ididitou:ml4 'nlunol Ivns.s. 

/ 4 guns G-/), Royal Artillory, Major Iras Ip i-, 

I 4 guns No. 2 Moimtain Raitory, (’aptain .S\vinl<*\\ a. a. 

British ( Miglilajulprs (l‘J4 rilitvs), Li<?nkM!aiit-( ohtJipl 

i Rrovvulovv^ c.i:. 

t*-' 7 \ i nghlaiiflers (l(M) riflos), ( hptain Gonloii. 

Native f Guidos Infantry (400 rifio.s), ( olonol Jvnkiiis, o. ii. 

(t)fSO) \ r)tli Punjitb Infantry (470 riUvs), Major Pnilt. 


General Baker’s first object Avas to get |)ossession 
of certain low hills immediately to his front, Iroin 
Avliicli position the artillery could come into action to 
cover the advance of the infantry. 'I'he cavalry were 
ordered to tlie Iront, and AV'orked round on the extreme 
right of the enemy ; but they were unable to gain 
possession of the ridge in that direction, and Avere 
compelled to take up a position of obserA-ation in the 
open plain on the east side. I'lie whole of the avail- 
able guns came into action, and under coA^er of their 
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fire the advunee party, consisting of 64 men of the 
72n(l lligJilanders and 60 of the Guides, was led forward 
by Taeutenant-C’olonel W. H. J. Clarke, and in the< 
most gallant and dashing manner these few rifles carried 
and kept possession of a conical hilt on tlie right flank ; 
and this position having been gained, it was subse- 
quently further secured by 4 guns of No. 2 Mountain 
Battery and TOO men of the 5th Punjab Infantry. The 
main body now advanced, and, bringing tlieir right 
forwajd, assaidted the centre of the enemy’s position 
on the sumiUit of the heights, the sides of which were 
most precipitous and rocky. “ Nothing could have 
exceeded the dash and resolution with which the 
Highlanders, under the immediate command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Browtilow, advanced up the steepest 
part of the ridge, while the Guides on their right were 
aff'ording every' assistance by continually turning the 
positions held by the enemy.” 'I'he western portion 
of the lieights was gained ; but not without hard 
fighting and several casualties, among whom was 
Captain F. D. Battye of the Guides, who was sev'crely 
Avounded before the summit was reached. The enemy 
now retreatetl from the left of their position iinder a 
very heavy fire from our troops, while the artillery 
played on them with tlie most telling effect, 'fhe 
several points of imporfemee along the ridge were 
stubbornly defended, and the highest peak on the 
extreme right was held w'ith greatest determination, 
a number t)f its defenders being killed by the bayonet 
in a hand-to-hand light before it w'as stormed by the 
Highlai\ders and Guides. The advance was covered 
by the four guns (t-3. Royal Artillery, under Major 
Craster, and by four guns of F-A, Royal Horse 
Artillery', comnumded by Captain Pipon, which the 
laeutenant-General brought into action near the south- 
west corner of the Shei’pur cantonment. 

Meantime General Macpher.sori had been directed 
to give all the assistance in his pow'er to General 
Baker’s attack; and accordingly the whole of the 67th 
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moved under I iieutenant-Coloncl Knowles across the 
gorge at Deh Mazang and worked towards the enemy's 
left rear, while the marksmen of the ()7tli and two guns 
under Captain Morgan, u.a., wcait to the nearest point 
on the northern slope of the Sher Darwaza, and opened 
ou the rear of the enemy’s breastworks with great 
effect. Two companies of the <>7tli, under Major 
IJaker, ascended the Asmai liill and j’cndered valuable 
service, arriving just as the summit of the peak was 
finally stormed l)y the Highlanders and (iuides. 

liardly, however, had this su(,*cess been achieved 
when the small detachment of 72nd, /ith l*unjab 
Infantry, and (guides, whic^h had been left to hold 
the conical hill on General llaker's extj’enie light, was 
threatened by large masses of Afghans from the 
direction of Kohistan. Every effort was made to 
reinforce the position, but betVu’e tins object could 
be efi’ected the enert)y, advancing in overwhelming 
nund)ers, compelled the IJritish detachment to retire, 
after a most stubborn resistance, in which C-aptain 
A. Spens, 72nd Higlilauders, sacrilieed his life in an 
heroic attempt to stem the advance of the enemy, 
'fhe troops retreated quietly atul steadily down the 
eastern slope of the hill under a, heavy fire, but it 
was unfortunately found impossible to bring away two 
guns of No. 2 Mountain Katteiy, which up to the last 
moment had played upon the Afghans, and which fell 
temporarily into the hands of the enemy. 

“ No blame for the loss of these guns is in any way 
to be attached to the officers and men of No. 2 Mountain 
Mattery, but, on the other hand,” says Brigadier-General 
Baker, “ every credit is due to Captain Swinley, the late 
I^ieutenant Montanaro, and Ijieutenant Liddell, and the 
several native officers, non-commissioned officers and 
men composing the gun detachment, for the gallant 
manner in which they stood to their guns to the last, 
and it was only on the sudden rush of this overwhelming 
force of the enemy that they had to retire with the loss 
of two guns.” Of the men composing the gun detach- 
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nients, one was killed and six wounded ; and Surgeon 
J. Duke was specially mentioned for his attention to the 
wounded under the heavy fire. 

Lieutenant Moiitanaro, with Subadar Nazar Khan, 
brought the two remaining guns down the hill without 
mishap. 

While the e\ents above narrated were in progress, 
numbers of the enemy w'ere observed (as had been the 
ease on the previous day) collecting on Siah Sang and 
proceeding round tlie eastern flank of the cantonments 
in the dirci'tion of Kohistan. 'I'lie Lieutenant-(ieneral 
therefore despatclied a small force of cavalry and two 
guns of F-A, Royal Morse Artilleiy, under command 
of Hrigadicr-Cicneral Hugh (iough, to disperse them, 
"i'he ground, however, in that direction was so inter- 
sected by deep water-courses that the advance of the 
guns was nec^essarily slow, and by the time the 
obstacles had been overcome the enemy had got so 
far on the road towards Koljistan, and so close to the 
hills, that pursuit was hopeless. 

A party of the 5th Punjab Cavaliy, under Captain 
W. J, N'ousden, met with better success, I'his regi- 
ment was quartcrerl in the King’s garden, about a 
third of tlic way between Sherpur and the city, and 
in the moruij>g order’s had been sent to Ivieutenant- 
Colonel Williams to Ire on the look-out for any of 
the enemy tliat might pass in that direction. About 
1 p.m. some 300 or 400 were observed moving along 
tlie jell bank of the river, and Captain Vousden, who 
with one troop was out on reconnaissance, most gallantly 
charged into the middle of them ; and notwithstanding 
that only twelve of his men were able to follow him 
(the remainder being stopped by a heavy fire which 
was opened on them from behind some low^ walls) he 
succeeded in dispersing the enemy, and in inflicting 
severe loss upon them, killing five men with his own 
hand. Si.x of his small band were wounded in the 
skirmish, which, as Sir Frederick Roberts wrote, ‘‘ was 
a most dashing little affair, and reflects great credit on 
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Captain V'ousdcn.” He was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for this exploit. 

4'he object of the Lieutenant-Cjeiieral thi'ou^hout 
these operations had been to break up the lit)stile 
combination against liini, by dealing Avith the enemy 
in detail, or at least to prevent tlieir getting command 
ef the hills to the north and west f)f lval)ul, and tluis 
gaining possession of the city and tlie Rala Ilissar. 
I ip to this time Sir Frederick Roberts had had no 
reason to apprehend that the Afghans were in suilicient 
force to cope with disciplined troops; but the reso- 
lute and determined manner in which the conical hill 
had been rc(;apturcd, and the information sent to him 
by Brigadier-Geiieral Maepherson fro»n tlie signal 
station on the RaJa Hissar, that large masses o\‘ the 
enemy were still advancing from the north, south, and 
west, made it evident that the numbers combined 
against him were too overwhelming to admit of his 
comparatively small force meeting them, especially on 
ground wdneh still further increased the advantages 
they possessed from their vast numerical superiority. 
The Genei'al therefore determined to withdraw from 
all isolated ])Ositions aiul to concentrate the whole 
force at Sherpur, thus securing tlie safety of the 
large cantonments, and avoiding what had now becjome 
a useless sacrifice of life. 

The measure was one which Sir I'redeiick Roberts 
was most reluctant to order; for it, of course, involved 
llie temporary abandonment of the city and the Bala 
Ilissar, with the ammunition stored there — a loss 
serious in itself, and likely to produce a bad effect 
on the country at large. In the circumstaTit;es, how- 
ever, the General considered that no other course was 
left to him but to remain on the defensive and wait 
until the arrival of reinforcements, or the groM'i ng 
eonfidence of the enemy, should afford him a favourable 
opportunity for dealing a decisive blow. 

Orders were accordingly issued to Brigadier-Generals 
Maepherson and Baker to retire their forces upon Sherpur. 
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I'liis difficnilt operation was condneted in a manner 
wbieli reflected the greatest (jredit upon tlie Brigadiers 
and their troo])s. IJnrler Macplierson the witJidrawal 
was eornmenced hy Major J. M, Sym witli the .'Sth 
Gurkhas, wlio not only evacuated his position with 
the greatest coolness, but on the retirement of the 
rest of the column being threatened, he returned with 
his men through the fire whieli they had just passed 
anti helped to hold the enemy at bay. 'flie rear of the 
column was brouglit off by Lieutenant-C'olonel Knowles, 
aided by laeutenant R. L. Milne, wdio commanded a 
party of the 72nd, and the steadiness of the whole 
enabled the brigadier to wnthdrsiw both troops and 
baggage with eomjmratively little loss. 

’^I'he retire! ncait t^f Baker's brigade was accomplished 
with like success, and by 4.45 p.m. the whole force 
under that ollicta- rctunied to the Slierpur cantonments. 
“The retirement,” A\Tote Cjieneral Roberts, “of Brigadier- 
(Jeneral Baker’s troops down the eastern face of Asmai, 
under a very heavy fire, w-^as most ably conducted by 
that distinguishetl officer Colonel Jenkins, who speaks 
with great admiration of tlie example set to tlieir men 
by Jdeutenant-C’olonel Brownlow and Major Stockwell, 
72iid Higidjinders, and also of Jjieutenant-Colonel 
Campbell (Queen’s Own), Corps of Guides. Another 
officer who greatly distinguislied himself on this occa- 
sion was Captain Hammond, Ct)rps of Guides. He 
had been ^'ery forward <luring the storming of the 
.(\smai heights, and now, when the enemy were crow'd- 
ing up the western slopes, he remained with a few men 
on the ridge until the Afghans were within thirty yards 
of them. During the retirement one of the men of the 
Guides was shot, and Chiptain Hammond stopped and 
assisted in carrying him away, though the enemy w^ere 
at the time ( lose by and firing heavily.” He received 
the ^^ictoria Cross for his gallantry. 

Tlie total casualties on the 1 4th December amounted 
to 3 British and 2 native officers and 30 men killed; 
3 British and 7 native officers and 101 men wounded. 
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sir Frederick Ro{>ert.s’s reascMi.s for occupying 
Slierpur cantonments in preference to tJie Rala llissai- 
jivul the Siah Sang heigiits have already l)een alluded 
to (p. 205). He now recapitulated these as follows, 
together with the hirther causes which led him to con- 
centrate the whole of his force m the cantornnents after 
the events of the 13th and 14th Decjembcr : 

“The Bala Hissar was not sntlicienLly large to 
contain and afford shelter to the entire foi’ce, its camp 
followers, and many transport animals. It would have 
been obligatoiy, therefore, to have divided tlu' troops - - 
a measure to wliich 1 was very averse- and to ha\ e 
located a portion of them elsewhere, possibly u|)on Siah 
Sang, a hare and bleak plateau, nearly a mile distant 
from the remainder of the forc;e, where NA'ater would 
have been procurable with difticulty, and where no 
single facility for c*arrying on the necessaiy hutting 
operations existed. 

“Again, the disastrous explosion of tlie lOtli October 
led me to regard as a grave risk the permanent settle- 
ment of the greater porticni of the force close to and 
around a vast magazine, which there a strong 

presumption was )rnned. 

“ These facts, added to the existence of acconnnoda- 
lion sufticient to at once house the commissariat storcis, 
the entire FiUropean cpiota of my force, and a large 
part of the native troops, and the rapid approach of 
an Afghan wdnter, inducred me, after carefully weighing 
the matter, to decide upon the occupation of Sher|)ur, 
njid 1 see no rccison in the light of recent oc;currences 
to alter that opinion, 

“ Sherpur, moreover, has tlic advantage of being on 
tlie side of the city nearest to our cominunic;ations with 
India ; and although it is situated on the left bank of 
the Kabid River, this river, except duririg the occa- 
sional spring floods, presents no difficulties to the 
passage of all arms. Another important consideration 
was tliat at Sherpur nmning water was abundant and 
good, and, in the CA'^ent of this supply being diminished, 

1 « 
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wells could be readily suuk, the soil being easy, and 
water t‘ound mthin 7 feet of the surface. . 

“The principal drawback to holding the eantoninefit 
was its great extent, and the impossibility of at all 
reducing our line of defences. Sliei-pur is almost a 
parallelogram, wliose northern side is fbnned by the 
Rimaru ridge, a range of low but steep isolated, hills 
rising some 300 feet above the surrounding plain, and 
running almost due east and west for a distance (in- 
cluding the slopes at either end) of 2, .500 yards. A 
large lake or jhiL whose breadth varies from a quarter 
to half a mile, lies between the northern slope of the 
ridge and the steep hills which form the southerrj 
boundary of the Kohistan country. As this lake is 
not more than a mile and a half distant from, and 
is parallel to, the Bimam heights for quite three miles, 
it forms a barrier, round whose flanks and between 
which and the heights no enemy dare advance. 

“ The southern face is a continuotis and massive 
mud wall 1(5 feet high, pierced at intervals of about 
700 yards by three gateways, wliich again are protected 
by lofty circular bastions. Between these gates, and 
also at the c;orneis, are a series of lower bastions, which 
give an admirable flanking fire. The length of the 
southern side slightly exceeds 2,650 yards. 

“ Tlie western dank is constj’ucted on a precisely 
similar plan, sua c that the northern portion has beeii 
much damaged by the explosion which occurred thei’C 
on the 7th October last. 'I'his face is about 1,000 yards 
in length. 

“ C)n the east the defences are much AVeaker, as the 
original design was never completed ; and the wall, 
Avliich w’as intended to resemble the other faces, does 
not exceed 7 feet in height. F rom tliis point the line 
of defence trends to the north-west, and, skirting the 
village of Bimam, runs into the extern slope of ther 
Biifiara ridge, previously described a.s the northern face. 

“ From this it Avill be seen that though the perimeter 
of Sherpur \A7is large for the force at my disposal, still 
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its defensive powers, both natural and artitieial, were 
so great that I eould confidently look to holding it 
stieecssfully against any attack. T have alluded tx) the 
impossibility of eontraeting tlie line of defence, and 
would here more fully explaiti that this is owing to 
the length of the llimaru heights, and to the absolute 
necessity for holding them for their entire extent. 'J'o 
have given up any portion of tliem would have placed 
in the hands of the enemy a vantage ground from 
whence no part of our camp would have betai secure, 
and to repeat a course wliieh proved most disastrous 
in the year 1841.. In fact, paradoxical though it may 
appear, the Bimaru heiglits form at once the strength 
and ^veakness of the position. 

On occupying Slierpur I saw that to j)re^ cut 
annoyance in the event of a strong combination being 
directed against that place, a considerable destru(diou ol' 
villages and walled euelo.sures was advisabh* so as to 
create an esplanade round the cantonment; but the 
pressure of even more important work, the collection 
nf sup}»lies, and the provision of shelter for such of the 
troops as had not already bccrv secured, combined xvith 
the scarcity of labour, compelled me in a great measure 
to defer tins ])reeautionary step. 

“ I wars also unwilling, by w hat might have .appeared 
unnecessary Ijarslmess in the destruction ol‘ \ illages and 
orchards, to gi\'e rise to any ill-feeling on the |>art of 
tlie people of Kabul. Indeed, it lias been my constant 
cndea\ our from the first to make our occu])atioa of the 
country as little irksome to its inhabitants as the safety 
and welfare of my troops permitted. 

Several of these villages gave considerable troulde 
•liinng the events wdiich oeeiuTed betwt;en tlie 15th .‘ind 
'i3rd li)eeember, and have since been razed to the ground. 
Faeh village is a small fortress in itself, protected by 
inassive mud walls, impervious to all but heavy artillery, 
and guarded by strong loopholed flanking tow^ers. Their 
I'eduetion, if resolutely held, entails certain loss. 

“As soon as it became apparent that the events of 
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the 11th were the forerunners of a serious movement, 
unless the measures which 1 was atloptijj^ speedily 
broke up the eombinatioti, 1 took all tlic necessary 
ste|)s for strengthening the defences of Sherpur, and 
made every preparation to meet the large force kuovvfi 
to be assembling. 

“As regards food, ammunition, etc., 1 had no 
anxiety at this period. Suflicient supplies were actually 
stored in Sherpur to last the entire foixie fo)' nearly tour 
months, with the exception of bhum (chopped straw), 
of which there was enough for six weeks, 'fhere was 
ample hrewooci ‘ for all [)urposes; medicines and hospital 
comforts were suflicient tor all possible requirements for 
a similar time, and tliere was enough ammunition both 
for guns and rifles to have car'ried on an obstinate dofenct; 
for three or even four months.'’ 

The critical events of the 14th were followed by a 
period of (comparative calm at Sherpur ; the garrison 
of Itutkhak was sucacessfully withdrawn, and Sir K. 
Roberts with his I'ccruited force w'as able to direct his 
full attention to strengthening his entrenchments, so as 
to be able to hold out against any immediate liostile 
combination until his reinforcements under Hrigadier- 
(iencral (1 tiough should arrive from (iandamak. 

The enormous extent of the cantonment, together 
Avith the unfinished state of its defences, caused some 
anxiety lest a general attack should be made before the 
preparations could be completed. For the defence of 
a perimeter of some 8,000 yards the maximum numl)er 
of troops available was about 7,000, including (cavalry, 
no allow'ance being made for reconnaissances or for 
counter-attack. Colonel l*erkins, ii.K., was directed to 
carry out as far as possible a scheme for the defence 
Avlux^h had been, prepared in November, but postponed, 
as being at that lime less urgent than providing shelter 
for the troops and collecting supplies. 

^ sUwU<8 of firewood were fortunately found in the eantoinnont 

when first seized ; tlii.s supply of fuel had apjKirently beiui stored for the 
ii.sii of the Amir s troops. 
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Strong working |){i]tics were at once einj)loyed as 
f'(»llows : 

'Phe northern face, and in fact the key of the am- 
tonnient, ivs. the Hiinaru heiglits, had been strengthened 
by tlic erection of sonic towers; these were now snpple- 
liiented by a line of breastworks below the outer {‘rests, 
with einplaceinents for guns at selected points. 'I'he gap 
in the hills was flanked by trenches and connnaiuled by a 
blockhouse. The south and west faces (about 2,700 and 
1,000 yards long respectively) were already finished and 
considered fairly secure, consisting oi‘a waji 1(5 feet higli 
with bancjuettc and parapet, and 30 feet in rear the flat- 
roofed barracks, also provided with a jiarapet and forming 
a second line of defence. Four gateways, however (three 
in the southern and one in tlie western face), had to be 
harricaided and provided with the means of flring from 
tlicm, while other irregular entrances, wliicli liad been 
made for convenience’ sake, were built up. Kamps and 
ladders were also added to tlie existing means of access 
to the outer wall. 

At the north-we.st angle of the defences thei-e was a 
broad gap between tlie fall of the Himaru Hills and the 
western line of barracks (a portion of which had been 
destroyed some time previously) ; this was now closed 
by a ditch and a brea-stwork of ammunition- wagons, 
and swept by two 18-prs. and a Gatling gun placed 
in position on the interior slopes tif the Bimaru Hills. 
It was further strengthened by abattis and wire 
cn tanglen icnts. 

Tlie eastern face was extremely weak, the outer 
wall being as yet little higher than its foundations, 
Avhile a low ban-ack erected by the 28th Punjab Native 
Infantry along part of its length was not yet provided 
with a permanent parapet. It received some assistanc*c, 
however, from a small fort within the enceinte, which 
had been used as a hospital, and was now furnished with 
a sand-bag parapet on the rooli, while another small fort 
some fifty yards in front of the right centre was occupied 
as a redoubt, and flanked the wall of the barrack. 
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Tlie jtortli-east corner was further strengthened by a 
two-gun f)attery thrown up on the eastern slopes of the 
heights, while Bimaru village w^as loopholed, and the 
open space in front obstructed by abattis and wire 
cntangicnients. 

Of tlie outlying buildings in advance of the village 
some were made defensible and others w'^erc destroyed, 
as well as some of the adjacent woods, the trees of 
wliich were largely used as abattis. 

'I'he artillery availal)le (;onsisted of twelve field and 
eight mountain guns, besides such of the captured guns 
as could be pressed into the service. These latter were 
placed in position, and consisted of fi)ur sn»ooth-bore 
iS-prs., with about 200 shot and 100 shell, and two 
8-inch howitzers with 140 common shell ; but owing 
to the wretched quality of the Afghan fuses the 18-j)r. 
shell had to be filled and used as shot, while our own 
fuses were wrapped round with wax-cloth, and so made 
to tit the howitzer shells. There were also four 7-pr, 
mountain guns of Afghan make, which Colonel Gordon 
mounted, but their ammunition w^as so unreliable that 
their eflect proved almost nil. The infantry were fairly 
off for ammunition, having on an average about; 3,50 
rounds per man. 

The defeiK'cs of tlie cantonments were divided into 
the iollowing sections shown in the accompanying 
plan — and their superintendence entrusted to the officers 
named below : 


Smiitn /. II. T. Macplierson, c.b., v.c.^ from the 2ini 

nij tho soutiiern fsico to Uie Hinmni village on tlic cast. 

/SVyY/oh //. Colonel li. Jenkins, e.ji., (ktrps of Guicios, from the 

Jiimani x illagc up to the eastern slope of the Bimaru ridge. 

Sfu-tion ni. iirigadior-Gfiicral Hugh Gough, ti.ii., v.tb, from the eastern 
extremity of tlie Bimaru village to the gorge wliich divides the ridge. 

JSftfiinn IV'. Major-Generul J. Elills, va;., from the gorge to the 

head-f juarters gate 

}>nvtifm V\ Lienlenaut-Golonel K Brownlow, e.n., 72iid Highlander.s, 
from the head-quarters gate to the 2nd Brigade gate. 


Biigadier-General Massy w'as placed in the centre, 
w'hilst Brigadier-General Baker, c.n., commanded the 
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reserve, which was formed up at the soutliern entrance 
to the goi’ge leading to the Ihmarn ridge. 

Telegraphic communication was established between 
(li\'isional liead-quarters on the west face and the tem- 
porary hcad-(}uarters of Generals Maepherson. (xough, 
Hills, and Baker, and the native field hospital. All 
the sections were also brought into ca)mmunieation with 
each other and witli head-quaiters by means of visual 
signalling. 

Every effort w^as made to place the Britisli position 
iii a thorough state of defence, while the situation or 
the force was communicated })y telegram to the 
Commander-in-Chief in India, and the advisability 
of reinforcements being despatclKal was urgeil by 
(Tcneral lioberts. At the same time orders were sent 
to Major-Cieneral Briglit at Jalalabad to move Brigadier- 
{icneial Charles Gough’s brigade to Kabul without loss 
of time, and to advance Brigadier-( General iVrbutlmots 
brigade as soon as fresh troops should reacli Jalalabad 
from India. 

Early on the following morning (15th I)e(^ember) 
the telegraph wire was cut, coinriiunications with the 
l)as<.' (at Peshaw'ar) severed for the second time simre 
Kabul was occupied, and the force again isolated, 'fhe 
laeutenant-General had intended to recall to Sherpur 
the garrisons of both Butkhak and Lataband, but he 
linally decided to maintain the latter post, whose situa- 
tion was a strong one, its ammunition plentiful, and 
its supplies sufKeient to last over the prol)able date 
of Brigadier-General C'harles Gough’s arrival. Sir 
Frederick Iloberts rightly jinlged that so long as this 
post was held, no serious opposition would be oft'ered 
to (Jeneral Gough’s advance, 'fhe event amply justified 
the Lieutenant-General’s decision ; heliogra])hie eom- 
nnmication was kept up with Lataband whenever tlie 
wetither allowed it during the ensuing w'eek, while a 
serious attempt on the part of the Afglians against the 
post on the 16th December was easily frustrated by 
the troops under Colonel Hudson. The enemy, to the 
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number of 800 or 1,000, were dispersed with considernblc 
loss, and iiot n single casualty occurred on tlie llritish 
side. 

Meanwdiile at Kabul, on the 1.5th and KJth, the 
enemy were comparatively inactive, the latter date 
being occupied with tlie looting of the city and llala 
Hissav, where Muhammad JaTi secured large quantities 
of ammunition, whi(:h was reported to consist of 1 00 tons 
of powder and 100,000 rounds of Snider ammunition. 
Eighty tons of powder had already been destroyed by 
the British. 

On the ITtli December a hostile demonstration was 
made by the Afghans on the Asimii heights and the 
Siah Sang ridge, which was answered by artillery fire 
from the cantonments and their immediate neighbour- 
hood. 

On the 18th the liicutenant-tieneral leariied by 
heliogram from J.iataband, and by a letter from 
Brigadier-CJcneral Charles Gough, that that officer liad 
not yet advanced beyond Jagdalak, owing to the weak- 
ness of the force available for the strengthening and 
reopening of the line of communication. It was, how- 
ever, t)f the utmost importance that the force at Sherpur 
should be enabled to assume the offensive as soon as 
possible, both for the sake of the prestige of the British, 
wdiich w^oidd seriously suffer if the city of Kabul 
remained mu(;h Ioi>ger in the luinds of the enemy, and 
because the post of laibiband was only provisioned 
up to the 2:}rd. General lloberts, therefore, urged 
the ta)mmander-in-Chief to instruct Brigadier-Cieneral 
CJougli to advance at all liazards. His ap[)eal did not 
reach head-quarters in India till the 21st. [For an 
account of the diftiradties and delays on the line of 
communication, see p. 5118,] 

On the same date, shortly before noon, the enemy 
issued from the city in great strength and again occupied 
the Siah Sang ridge .and the heights west of Sherpur. 
By using the cover afforded by the orch.ards and walls 
of the suburbs, some of them maxiaged to advance to 
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witliiii 400 yards ol* tlie works ; here, ]it)\vcver, they were 
clieekcd by tlie telling riHe fire ot‘ selected marksnien, 
and they nuide ho attempt to adianec fiirtlier, 'Fhe 
British loss was only one sepoy killed, Ideiitenaiit I^. 
Sunderland, 72iid Highlanders, and ojie man ivoimdcd. 

During the night the enemy oeenpied two fortified 
\illages a few hundred yards from the cantomnent 
eastern face, from one of w'hich, Kala JMir ^Akhar, they 
caused considerable annoyance to tlie gairison of the 
small fortified village which hatl been transformed into 
a redoubt at that jioint and garrisoned liy fifty rifles of 
the (>7th. (leneral Haker was aceordingly sent out 
at 1) a.m. on the lOtli with 400 each of' tlie (57th and 
ih’d Sikhs, two guns of' No, 2 Mountain Battery, and 
some sapjiers, witli orders to ilestroy the fort. In this 
undertaking twelve men were wounded, as well as 
Lieutenant Cl. A. Montanaro, a. a., who received a 
mortal ivound while laying a gun. I'liis young officer 
had already distinguished liimself on the 14th December, 
and w'as mentionetl by Sir b’cederii'k Rolierts f'or his 
gallantry on that date, 'Fhe 19th J.lceemhcr was also 
marked by the death of Major J, (look, v.c,, oth Cfurk- 
lias, of wounds received on the 12th, an officer whose 
loss W'as universally deplored, and wlio was spoken of 
by the Ideutenaut-C^eneral in Divisional Orders as 
having earned “the admiration of the whole force,” 

On the 20Lh desultory firing similar to that of 
previous days was kept uj) on the cantonments, but 
lieyond throwing out eai^alry videttes no sorties w'ere 
undertaken in reply, nor any attempt matle to gain 
possession of portions of the enemy’s position. The 
British force w^as not large enough to admit of the 
(ienex'al holding such positions wlien taken ; and he 
considered that had he replied to the enemy's efforts in 
this manner, he wmidd have been playing tlieir game, 
and he therefoi*e determined to wait until he could act 
decisively. Every night inforaiation rea<;hed the Ideu- 
tenant-Cieneral that an attack w'as contemplated, but 
it was not until the 21st December that the enemy 
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showed signs ot‘ speeinl activity. On that day large 
numbers of them moved from the city, and, passing 
round to the eastward of Slicrjjur, occupied the numerous 
villages in that direction in very great force. It became 
apparent that this movement w'as preparatory to an 
attack from that quarter; and at the same time the 
(ieneral was informed that the enemy wxne preparitjg 
a nuiTiber of ladders, with the intentitm of attjicking the 
southern and western walls by escalade. 

On the same date Sir Frederick Roberts recei\ ed 
news by heliograph that Brigadier-General C’harlcs 
(Jough’s brigade was approaching Seh Baba, and would 
be at I iataliand on the 22nd and would reach Kabul on 
the 24th. As the Lieutenant-General was very desirous 
of keeping open his communications with India, and as 
he felt it most important that (general Gough sliould 
be fully ac(iuaintcd with the exacd position of affairs at 
Kabul, and further, as it was \'ery possible that cavalry 
might be of ser\'ice in the advance from I.ataband, 
the 12th Bengal Cav’alry were despatched at 8 a.m. 
on the morning of the 22nd December to join hands 
>vith Gough’s advance guard. Major J. tl. Green, 
who commanded the regiment, w'as instructed that if 
Butkhak, thiough which place he had to pass, was 
unoccupied by the enemy and proved friendly, he was 
to halt there, leaving a detachment to watch the Logar 
bridge, Avhilst from the other side Colonel Hudson Avas 
to push on to Butkhak with the I^ataband garrison as 
soon as the head of General Gough’s column arrived at 
Ijataband, Shoidd it be found, howev'^er, that Butkhak 
Avas hostile. Major Green was to press on to Ijataband 
and unite with the troops there. The Latter event 
proved to be the case, and the cavalry went on as 
arranged, losing three men killed and three wounded in 
the operation, 

'Fhe story of this perilous ride, tlirough a hostile 
country and in the darkness of a winter night, cannot 
be better told than in the graphic Avords of Mr. Hens* 
man fFiw, p. 250). 
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CAVALRY SKTllM LSH INC. 

“'File 12tli Bengal Cavalry had a fearful journey 
outwards. Oil passing Kala Muhammad Sharit^ on 
their w'ay to the Kabul bridge, tliey were fired upon 
hy a piequet ; and, the alarm being given, the etiemy 
tinned out and blocked the way. 'I'lie cavalry turned 
off from the road, and struck the tn er lower down. 
The W'ater w^as not very deep, but the banks were steep 
and slippery, and men and horses fell baekAvards as they 
tried to climb uj) tfie further bank. It cost two hours 
to ford the river, the last squadron having to dismount 
in the stream, crawl up the bank, and drag their horses 
after them. 'Fhe sowars were wet through, and two 
or tliree horses were drowned. Once over the road to 
Butkluik was taken, and from every village on th(“ road 
turned out a few men, who tired u])on the horsemen. 
'I'liey, perhajis, mistook tliem for another convoy of 
j/abus. 'Fhe dismounted men had to l)e left to return 
to Sherpur under cover of the darkness. I 'pon nearing 
Hutkhak, a patrol was sent out ; and as it w’as then near 
daybreak, they could see men moving about the \ illage. 
'J'he place Avas occupied l)y several Imndred jVfghans, 
who opened fire upon the cavalry. I’he latter could 
not stay to fight ; and Major Cirecn, in command, 
knowing how impossible it Avas to return to canton- 
ments, resolved to push on to Lataband. One soAvai* 
was shot dead and three other’s wounded ; and the 
enemy folloAved so closely, that a squadron Avas dis- 
mounted and ordered to skirmish out with tlanr carbines. 
This gave time for all stragglers to be got together 
again, and irr a short time the skirmishers AV’ere recalled, 
and the Avhole regjment trotted off to Lataband. 
Twelve men AV'ere missing, but ten have since rcport;ed 
themselves at Sherpur. They disguised themselves by 
altering their uniform, and then hid away in nalas until 
cA^^ening, when they crept out and made a wide detour 
to the north, until they reached the open plain between 
the Wazirabad I.ake and the Bimaru Hills. Their 
horses and accoutrements were lost, 'fhe enemy have 
occupied the village of Khoja Darwesh, about 3 miles 
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to the east of Shcrpur, and arc reported to be collecting 
in force in the forts between Ilimaru and this village. 
I'liey are probably Kohistanis, who have taken the 
precaution of securing their line of retreat in case of 
defeat.” 

The 22nd passed at Sherpur w'ithout notew'OJthy 
incident. The enemy were, however, aware of tJie 
near approach of rcinforceine«its for the British, and 
they perceived that the moment for decisive action 
liad arri\’ed. 'fowards evening Sir Frederick Roberts 
receivt'd crodibUj information that :i general attack was 
to be delivered on tlic tV)llowing morning ; that the real 
operations Avould be against the eastern face, supported 
by a false attack on the southern wall ; and that the 
aged mulla, IMuslik-i-Alam, would Avitli his oAvn hand 
light the beacon (ire at dawm on the Asmai heiglits 
which w'as to be the .signal for the conunencement of 
the attack. All the British troops were accordingly 
ordered to be under arms at a very early hour oji the 
23rd, and at 5.30 the information was proved to be 
correct, tlic signal fire appearing on the Asmai Peak and 
announcing the beginning of the assault. 

Heavy firing was opened almost immediately against 
our southern' and eastern faces, and by 7 sum. an 
attack in force against the eastern side was fully 
developed, w'lvilst large juiinber.s of the enemy, provided 
with scaling ladders, were draw'n up under cover of the 
walls to tile .south. The guns w'ere at this time in 
position as followvs : 

2 ijfiins iloyjil ArliJIery, in the <J7th bastion ; remainder in re.serve. 

2 Iloyal Artillery, in gorge ; 2 guns ou nortli-west spur of 

Himaru beights. 

No, 1 Monutain Battery on Biinani; 2 guns G-,*!, Royal Artillery, in 
res(;rve. 

No. 2 Mountain Batteiy in bastion to right of 72nd gate. 

From 7 a.m. until 10 a.m. the fight was carried on 
vigorously ; repeated attempts were made to carry the 
low eastern Avail by escalade; but though the enemy 
on several occasions reached the abattis, they were each 
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time repulsed, and tuany dead marked the spots wliere 
the assault liad been j)ressed Ixoine. 'Fhe most deter- 
mined attaek was direeted ajj^ainst tlie sections com- 
mande<l by (Jetieral Hu^h (Jougli and Colonel Jenkins, 
and its defeat was in a great measure due to the 
excellent dispositions which these officers made. 

The troops detending tiiesc sectioirs were the (iuides 
Infantry, in tlie trenches about Rimani, 100 men of the 
2Htli J’unjab Infantry, in the native iTospital, and the 
OTth Foot, reinforced by two companies of the !>*2nd 
ifighlaiuicrs from the reserve. When the attack was 
first made, it was still so dark and misty that little 
could l)e seen in iVont of the trenches, and orders were 
H'ivcn to reserve fire until the advancing masses of 
Afghans eoultl be (‘learly distinguished. 'Phe men of 
the ‘JHih Punjab Infantry were the first to o])en fire, 
wlnle at the same time General Hugh (Jough’s guns 
of No. 1 Battery, under liieutenant J. C. Shirres, fired 
star-shells, which, bursting in the air, illumined the 
attacking force in the fields and enclosures 1,000 yards 
away. 'Phe (Guides next joined in the fusillade. To 
the right of the ‘iSth Punjabi .sepoys wore the G7th 
and the O'ind, wdiose fire was reserved until they were 
ordered to fire volleys within 200 yards’ range on the 
advaueiiig enemy, some of the ghazis amongst whom 
ad\’anced to witliin 80 yards against the (concentrated 
fire. The attack collapsed, and tlie .(\fghans hastened 
hclfmd cover. The cartridges of the defenders were 
too precious to be wasted, and only \\ hen bodies of men 
got within range were volleys fired at them ; but the 
Afghans were lavi.sh in their expenditure of ammuni- 
tion, to which they had been able to help themselves 
without stint from the immense stores at the Bala 
Hissar, 

Meanwhile the heavy Afghan guns under Major 
C. A. Gorham, on the bastions of the cantonments, 
had opened fire with round shot and shell whenever 
opportunity offered. At 10.30 two fl-prs, of F-A, 
Royal Horse Artillery, Avere placed on the battery 
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facing east, arul fire was opened from one of tlieni on 
sueli bodies of rebels as could be seen airtong the 
orchards and villages. 'I'wo mountain guns were also 
in aeiitai in the 72nd bastion, and the right division of 
Cil-8, Iloyal Artillery, shelled the enemy at 1,200 yards' 
rarjge from the west CTui of Hitnaru ridge, b'inally 
Captain Morgan, with two 7-prs., was in action at 
liimavu village. 

Soon after 10 a.m. a lull took place, but at 11 a.m. 
the attack was resumed, although it was not marked 
with the determination of the former period. 

Finding that it was impossible to dislodge the 
enemy by any fire that could be brought to bear 
upon them from the defenees, the (ieneral determined 
to attack them in Hank ; and for this purpose he 
directed four guns of (i-8. Royal Artillery, and tlie 
.'Jth Punjab (hivalry, under the command of Major 
(h’astcr and Lieutenant-Colonel VV'^illiams respectively, 
to move out through the gorge in the Rimaru heights. 
Accordingly between 11 and 12 (noon) Major Craster 
took four guns of his battery about half a mile beyond 
the gorge and began to shell a village, Khwaja Kala, 
under the east end of the ridge, at about l,.'i00 to 1,()0{) 
yards’ range, 'riie view vvas much obscured by willow 
brushwood, but the fire of the guns had the desired 
effect. 'I'he counter-stroke at once told, and the 
Alghans, who had doubtle.ss been apprised by their 
scouts of the arrival of reinforcements on the Ia)gar, 
wavered and soon I)egan to seek safety in flight. 

’file time for the action of cavalry had now arrived ; 
(ieneral Massy vvas directed to proceed with every 
available man and horse, and do his utniost against 
tlie enemy, 'riie .5th Punjab Cavalry had already pro- 
ceeded (as above mentioned) through the gorge to the 
north-east. .^Vs sooj) as Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, 
who commanded tliem, observed that tlie enemy, now 
foileil in their attack and di.sbeartened, began to 
disperse, he advanced to cut off the Kohistanis, who 
were attempting to retreat to the north, and he 
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sdcceedetl in twice charging lionie among them, killing 
a considerable number. General Massy followed as 
soon as possible with the remaining caxalry of liis 
jaigade, but by the time he arrived the Kohistanis liad 
made good their retreat over the hills. Accordingly, 
in pursuance of instructions. Massy skirted the village 
of Khojah Rawash, whence the 1 fth Bengal Lancers 
were sent back towards the gorge leading over the hills 
to Kohistan to block that road ; the 5tli l^unjab Cavalry 
and 5)th J cancers were sent to Slab Sang hills tt) 
intercept the retirement toAvards the city of Kabul, 
whilst the (hiides Cavalry were kept on the pl.ain to 
the east to pre\'ent the enemy’s retreat towards Butkhak. 
'file only three available roads of retreat vvei*e thus cut 
off. The 5th l*uJiiab Cavalry and ‘.)th 1 jancers engaged 
the Afghasjs who were retreathig towards Kabul, and 
both regiments, dismounting, opened a heavy and telling 
tire upon them. ’I’he Guides Cavahy also succeeded 
in rendering a good account of the enemy more to the 
eastward. 

Meanwhile a party of infantry and sappers moved 
out to destroy the villages to the south which had 
already caused considerable annoyance, and which 
might liavt; impeded the arri\7il of Brigadier-General 
Charles (fOugh’s brigade on the following day. In this 
nuty Lieutenant .f. Burt>-Murdoeh, r.k., wsis wounded, 
and Captain .1. Dundas, v.c., u.e., and I/ieutenant C. 
Xugent, U.E., were accidentally killed by an explosion. 

'I'he other casualties on the 2.‘Jrd December amounted 
only to three men killed and two officers (Brigadicr- 
tieneral H. (ilough * and Lieutenant C. F. Gambier) and 
twenty-eight men wounded — a A^ery trifling loss Av]\en the 
results of tlie day^’s fighting are considered. The great 
combination of tlie tribesmen was completel_y dissolved, 
tbeir forces were scattered, and tl»c vidsdom of Sir 
I'Vederick Roberts in concentrating his army at 
Sherpur, and in awaiting the course of events until he 

' Brif^ad’uiir^ieneral il. Oouffli’g; clothing was penetrated by a bullet^, but 

}»os}iUn be was wearing saved liim from anytbing worse than a contusion. 
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could deliver a crushitig' blow troiu bis own position w'as 
etmclusively pro^’ed. 

On the ’ilth not a single Afghan w'as to be found 
in the a<i)aeent villages, or visible on the surrounding 
hills, 'riie city w'us perfectly clear of them, and so 
precipitate was their Bight, that they left their dead 
unburied where they fell. By mid-day many parties 
of th(im w'ere upwards of 25 miles from Kabul, the 
rapidity of their retreat being doubtless accelerated by 
the knowledge that reinforcements were near at hand. 

'riie cavalry, divided into two parties, commanded 
respectively by Brigadicr-CTcnerals Massy and Hugh 
Gough, proccedetl by Beni Hissar and the Chardeh 
Valley in pursuit ; but so rapid had been the enemy’s 
flight and so retarded were the troopers by the heavy 
snow, that no su(;ccss attended their cflbrts, though 
neither party returned to Sherpur until after nightfall. 

The old niulla, Mushk-i-jVhim, had carried off the 
newdy proclaimed .rVmir, the young son of Yakub Khan. 
Musa Jan, to Ghazni; Muhammad .fan wais reported 
to have fled from the city at 8 a.in. on the 24tli ; 
Muhammad 'fahir Khan, son of .Muhammad Sharif 
Khan (a state prisoner at Dehra Dun), who had been 
very actiAe against our troops, wais said to have escaped 
to Wardak. 

Meanw'hile Brigadier-General Gharles Gough liad 
left Lataband w'itli his column at daybreak on the 
28rd December, and was able to communicate by 
heliograph with Sir Frederick lloberts at 1 p.m. from 
Butkhak. He halted that evening (5 miles from Sherpur, 
and marched into cantonments without o})position on 
the follow ing morning, his brigade amounting to 2,000 
infantry. 2 squadrons and 0 mountain guns, including 
Colonel Hudson’s Lataband garrison and tlie 12th Bengal 
Cavalry under Major Green. 

The city of Kabul and the Bala HLssar were again 
occupied by the troops, the ground at the latter place 
being first carefully examined ;md the magazine 
emptied. 
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STRENGTH OF THE ENEMY 

During the time that the enemy occupied the city 
and the Bala Hissar, the people, especially the Hindus 
and Kizilbashes, no doubt suffered considerable incon- 
venience, and a few, whose relations witli the British 
had been friendly, w^ere ill-treated, biit tlie General had 
no reason to believe that any large amount of either 
treasure or valuables was discovered or carried away 
by the followers of Muhammad .Fan. 

It Avas impossible to form any accurate estimate of 
the numbers of the enemy who had been assembled 
against tluj division under Sir Frederick Roi)erts in 
tlie cantonments at Sliei-pnr, 'rhe contingents fi’om 
Kohistiin, the Logar and I^angar Valleys (Khawat) and 
other districts had received great aec*essions to their 
estimated strength from every hamlet through which 
tliey passed, and Avhen Avithin a day’s journey of Kabul 
they liad been joined, almost cn mam:, by the })opn- 
lalion of the numerous surrounding villages, and by 
many disaffected people of the city. Cicneral Jlobcrts 
(calculated the strength of the enemy besieging Sherpur 
at 00,000 men. Their losses must hav'c l)een con- 
siderable, not less than 3,000 having been killed and 
wounded. 

The average strength of the British force round 
Kabul during the events from the l.'jth to the 23rd 
December Avas 22.5 officers, 6,882 men atui 2f guns. 
'J'he losses from the 10th to the 23rd inclusive 
amounted to 12 officers and 84 men killed, 1.5 officers 
and 248 men wounded, cxclusiv'c of about 30 followers. 

EA'cry exertion was at once made to re-establish 
communications and to facilitate the advance of troops 
from the Khyber towards Kabul, whose arrival Avoidd 
have the best possible effect, and conAunce the GJiilzais 
and other neighbouring tribes of the power of the 
British Government. 

On the 26th December Bntkhak Avas rc- 0 (ccupicd. 
Maj<n’-General K. O. Bright was urged by tlie General 
C’oramanding the Field Force to send up troops to 
occupy Sell Baba and Ijataband, and to push on the 

19 
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telegraph line and re-open communications. General 
Hills resumed his functions as Military Ciovernor, and 
Sir Frederick .Roberts issued a proclamation announcing 
a general amnesty to be extended to all insurgents^ 
with the exception of a few of the ringleaders. 

Oji the 27th December Brigadier-General Bfiker 
marched from Kabul through deep snow into the 
Koh-i-daman with four jnountain guns, the Guides 
Cavalry, and 1,700 infantry. The colimm marched 12 
miles and encamped, and on the following day moved 
another (> miles to the fortitied vdllage of Baba Kushkar 
belonging tt) Mir Ba(;ha, the principal leader of the 
Koliistanis in the late rising, wdiicli was found deserted 
and ra/ed to the ground ; all other forts and villages 
belonging t(j the same chief were destroyed, his vine- 
yards were cut down, and his fruit-trees ringed. I'he 
1‘oree then returned to Sher})ur, having accomplished 
its mission without experiencing any opposition. 

By the 21)th (ommunicatiojis with the Khyber were 
restored, Seh Baba was occupied on the 3()th by 200 
men from .lagdalak, and Lieutenant-Colonel Money 
marched from Sherpur wdth the 3rd Sikhs to re-occupy 
I .lataband. 

At tlie capital all walls and enclosures within 
1,000 yards of the Sherptir cantonment were levelled, 
including the fortified villages of Muhammad Sharif 
(Rikabjishi) and Muhammad Khan, from wdiich the 
British troops had been much harassed in 1841. 



CHAPTER IX 

OPIiRATlONS IN niE KI JIRAM DISTUlCr FROM SIR KREDKIMCK 
ROBERTS’S ADV ANCE TO KABr;i-, SEI’TEMBER UJ7!>, I'O 

I'HE END OF THE YEAR. 

The restlessness mid luwlessness of the lull tribes in the 
neitjhbourhocKl of the Ivurrani V'allev' were not Ion**' in 
sliowing theinselves after the departure of Sir Frederick 
Roberts from Ali Jvliel on the 2(»tli September, 187!). 
'I'lic first outrage eommitted was tlie murder on the 
BOtli September, near Sapri, of Lieutenant F. ( J. Kinloeh, 
5ll» Bengal Cavalry, wlio was on liis way to join the 
12th Bengal Cavalry at Kurram Fort. 'I'his act led to 
the i.ssue by Brigadier-General '1'. K. Gordon, c.s.i., who 
had taken ov'er command of the Kurram Valkw from 
Major-General Roberts, of more stringi.'nt orders re- 
garding the strength of posts and convoys and their 
liours of marching. A punitive e.xpedition against the 
Zaimukhts was also sanctioned by the Government of 
India, but owing to subseipient events this had to be 
postponed for a time. 

On the 2nd October the hostility of the Mangals and 
(ihilzai.s, which had manifested itself in attempts to 
impede the advance to Kushi of the 1st Division, found 
vent in an attack on the entrenched camp on the Shutar- 
gardan, where the following garrison had been lell 
under command of I jieutenant- Colonel (i. N. Money, 
3rd Sikhs : 

No. 1 Mountain Battery, 4 guns (Captain H. R. L. Morgan). 

3rd Sikhs (Major C. J. Griffiths). 

21st Punjab Infantry (Major P. VV. Collis). 

Tins force had no reserve ammunition. 
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As early as 7 a.m. on the date mentioned large 
numbers of the enemy were observed on the heights 
overlooking the crest of the Shutargardan Pass. 
Colonel Aloney at first refrained from firing on them 
in conseciuence of the representations of Captain Turner, 
the Politi(.‘al Officer, who hoped that Ala-ud-din Khan, 
younger brother to Padshah Khan, head of the Ghilzais, 
who was momentarily expected in camp, would have 
sufficient influence to induce the tribesmen to come to 
terms and to withdraw without bloodshed. Padshah 
Khan had been ousted in favour of his younger brother 
in negotiations with the Rritish, and the attitude of the 
tribe was no longer triendl}'. At the same time it was 
important that heliographic communication with the 
Field Force should be kept up. An attempt to occrupy 
a position favourable for this purpose was opposed by 
the (Thilzais, wlio, moreover, emboldened by the 
apparent hesitation of the Rritish, continued to advance, 
and fired se\eral shots into the outlyirig pic(|nets. 
Colonel Money now felt that the time for negotiation 
was passed, and that vigorous reprisals should be made 
on the aggressive tribesmen. An advance was ordered, 
the four guns. No. 1 Mountain Battery, which weie 
posted in divisions on the right and left, beginning at 
the same time to shell the enemy. Major (Jriffiths, 
with 200 rifles of the 3rd Sikhs and .50 rifles of tlie 
21st Punjab Infantry, under Captain G. 11. C. Dyce, 
advanced to storm the position occupied by the 
tribesmen, 1,50 rifles of the 21st Punjab Infantry 
being kept in reserve. Major Griffiths was wounded 
almost invraediately, and the command then devolv^ed 
on Captain W. B. Aislabie, who led the as.sault 
with complete success. The artillery fire was most 
effectual in keeping down the enemy’s cross-fire, 
which would otherwise have caused annoyance and 
more loss. 'Fhanks to this and to the suddenness of 
the attack the position was carried with but slight loss, 
amounting to only one British officer and six men 
wounded. The enemy fled in the utmost confusion 
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before the Britisli sulvnnce, and dispersed to their homes 
without making any attempt to rally. 'Die bravery 
displayed on this oeeasiou by Jemadar (ianesha Singh 
(I)ogra)j 3rd Sikhs, was brought prominently to notice 
i)y Colonel Money, 

I'his repulse seemed, however, to have only a 
temporary effect in the neighbourhood. Annoyances 
on the line of communications continued, tlie telegra|)h 
was cut more than once, and on the 13th Oetol>er 
Hrigadier-General Gordon at Ali Khel received a 
telegram late at night from Mr. Christie, l*olitical 
Officer at Kurram, to the effect that a number of 
Mangals and Jajis had assembled to make an attack on 
cither or both posts of Paiwar and ^Vli Khel. At day- 
laeak on the 1.4th the (memy advanced against a tower 
on the left front of the camp at ^Vli Khel, and engaged 
the picquet wdiich was posted there. Immediately 
afterwards they show'c^d in great force on tlie right, and 
advanced boldly over broken ground to witliin HO yards 
of two towers and a ])alisade held on that Hank by the 
2;)th Punjab Infantry. They also appeared lower dow'u 
jji the ravines, and engaged the picquets posted there by 
tlie 2-8th Foot. They had evidently taken up their 
position during the darkness, and waited for the first 
daylight to make their attack. A portion of the 29th 
l*unjab Infantry was ordered to sally out througl the 
palisade and drive them off’, w'hich operation w^•ls 
performed most eff’ectually by the detachment under 
Ideutenant H. P. l^icot, followed up by supports under 
Major C. E. D. Branson and Ijieutcnant R. W. 
^lacleod, and, with the assistance of parties of the 
2-8th Foot and llth Bengal Infantry, the enemy were 
completely repulsed. Captain H. G. Grar\t, Brigade- 
Major, then took out 50 troopers of the 12tb Bengal 
Cavalry and 5th Punjab Cavalry by the front of the 
camp, and passing up the broad bed of the Ilokian 
stream, intercepted the enemy anti cut up some twenty 
of them. In fi’ont of the British infantry position the 
tribesmen were forced to abandon twenty-f(>ur bodies 
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of their dead and three wounded men, who were 
brought into camp. 

VVhile this was iiappening on the right, the enemy 
also showed in strength at the end of the plateau on 
the left flank, coming up the ravines leading from the 
Paiwar Ivotal stream. They were at once driven out 
from their advanced position by a detachment of the 
5th Gurkhas and party of the 11th Hengal Infantry 
under (\)lonel P. H. F. Harris. The Afghans then 
crossed the stream and took up a fresh position on tlie 
rocky and wooded ridges above, whence, however, they 
were quickly dis|)ersetl by the fire of the three guns of 
C-4 Battery, and were pursued for some distance by 
the infantry. 

'rhe casualties of the British were six men of the 
5th Punjab Cavalry. 11th Bengal and 29th Punjab 
Infantry slightly wounded. Five prisoners were taken, 
including tlnee wounded men. It was estimated that 
1,500 to 2,000 men were engaged in the attack. 

A simultaneous and still more determined attempt 
was made to overpower Colonel Money’s post on the 
Shutargardan. On the 13th October intelligence was 
recei\ ed there tliat the Cihilzais were again assembling 
and bent on disturliing the rotid irear Karatiga and 
Surkh Kotal ; and at 9 p.m. ini’oi'mation arrived that 
the telegraph wire was cut and the enemy were in 
possession of tlie road, intending to attack the post at 
Surkh Kotal, whicdi w'as held by 90 rifles under a British 
ofticcr. /Vccordingly 1 aeutcnant-Colonel Money directed 
Major (’oilis, commanding 21st Punjab Infantry, to 
take two companies of his regiment and two guns of 
the Koliat Mountain Battery and to accompany the 
relief (90 rifles) wiiich was about to proceed to the 
Surkh Kotal post. At 8 a.rn. on the 14th heavy firing 
was heard, and intelligence was brought that 2,000 
Crhilzais had attacked the Surkh Kotal at daybreak, 
and were then engaged with Major Collis’s detachment. 
Major Griffiths was at once ordered out in support, 
witb tw'o companies of the 8rd Sikhs; while two 
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c(»nipanies of the 21st Punjab Infantry and one moun- 
tain gun, were directed to take possession of tlie ridge 
above the camp. The latter party was only just in 
time, as tlie enemy, who were advancing in force from 
the south of the camp (where the action took plac*e on 
tlie 2ud), were within 50 yards «)f the ridge when the 
Punjab Infantry arrived, and were with didiculty dis- 
lodged. Later on a very large body of the enemy 
again endeavoured, with great pertinacity, to force tins 
ridge, and the detachment there was reiniVneed by two 
additional companies of tiieJird Sikhs under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Money in person. 

In the iTieantime, in obedience to instrueiions, Major 
Collis had moved out of the camp at tlie Shutargardan, 
at 7 a.m., with Captain Morgan, a. a., and one mountain 
gun, lieutenant Fasken and 50 rifles of the Sikhs, and 
('aptains \V. E. (fowan and Dyirc, Iieutena.nt VV. H. 
Voimg and 140 rifles of the 21st l^unjab Infantry, with 
a view to relieving the post at Surkli Kotal, and 
covering a detachment which was bringing up a convoy 
of amrnunilion from Karatiga. On arrival at Sui’kli 
Kotal, Major Collis found that tlie post was then being 
attacked by a considerable number of hilhnen, lie 
at once engaged the enemy, and his little force were 
already dislodging them from tlieir positions when the 
arrival of Major Griffiths's reinhircement completed 
their discomfiture for the time and drove them from 
the hills above Surkh Kotal with considerable loss. 
Nevertheless, the Afglians having been in turn rc- 
inlbreed by large numhers, renewed the attack, and 
endeavoured once more to establish themselves on tlie 
neighbouring heights, in which, however, they were 
frustrated by the gallantry of the JJrd Siklis and 21st 
Punjab Infiiutry, and by tlie accurate tire of Captain 
Morgan’s guns. The enemy now broke, and were 
pursued for more than a mile, the guns continuing to 
shell tliem until they were out of range. Their strength 
Was estimated at 3,000, of whom they left 40 deail 
oh thb field. The British loss was two men killed. 
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Captain D. M. D. AVaterfield, u.a,, and seven men 
wonnded. 

On the following day (October 15th) Colonel Money 
was informed that the enemy had been largely re- 
inforced, and that their mnnbers v\ore now from 10,000 
to 17,000, He therefore resolved to concentrate his 
small force, and accordingly abandoned the post on the 
Surkh Kotal, On the lOtli tlie numbers of the tribes- 
men were said to have still further risen, and us Colonel 
Mone)^ was very uncertain as to when news of his 
position would be recei\'ed at Kabul or assistance reach 
him, he determined to act as much as possible on the 
defensive, to l)e sparing of ammunition, and to endeavour 
to draw the tribesmen on to expose themselves. On 
the 18th October the British position was completely 
suri'oundcd and the water supply cut ofl‘; but meantime 
a force had started Irom Kabul on the previous day 
under Brigadier-Oeneral Hugh Cough, and on the 
morning of the 19th this force arrived at Kushi and 
hcliographic communic-ation was established with the 
Shutargardan post. Having support near at hand, and 
feeling sure that the fact woulfl have a strong moral 
effect on tlie (siemy. Colonel Money decided to resume 
the offensive. Skirmishers were sent out to drive off 
the enemy’s sharpshooters from below' the plateau to the 
west of the camp, and access was re-opened to a water- 
spring near the Kushi road. At the same time the 
four guns of the Koliat Battery, under Captain Morgan 
and ijieutenants VV. H. Frith and J. C. Shirres, opened 
a heavy fire of shell and shrapnel on the whole of the 
enemy’s line. On this an immediate movement was 
observable amongst tliem ; their fire slackened, and 
before long coaseil altogether, a rapid retreat commenced, 
and before e\'ening there w'as not a man to be seen. 
The British casualties on this day were eight men 
wounded. 

On the arrival of General Hugh Gough at the 
Shutargardan the Karatiga road w'as at once re-opened, 
in order that tlie mails might be forwarded from Ali 
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Khel, as well as the details of regiinctits wlio were 
waititJg to join their head-((narters at Kabul. jVfter 
this object had been accomplislied, the 21 st Eunjab 
Infantry was sent back to Ali Khel (as related in 
Ciiapter VIF.), the remainder of the Shutargardan force 
and the 9 th Lancers returned with (icneral Hugh 
trough to Kabul, and the post on the Slmtaigardan 
was evacuated for the winter. 

Meanwhile the hostility of the trilicsnien wliieh bad 
been shown by the attack on the Shutargarji.-in Avas also 
felt at Balesli Khel, and at points in the llariab N'alley. 
At tlie fornver place a demonstration by somt' 
of- tlie enejny was speedily dispersed by a small force 
under (,'olonel R. ( J. Rogers, commanding the pt)st ; 
while an advance from Ali Khel into the t'haknuinui 
V'idley liad an excellerd effect in scattering the eom- 
liinations of the Alghans. Brigadier- (icneral (Tordon, 
liowever, considered that the available British force 
would be more advnintageously disposed on a less 
extended line now that communication with Kabul was 
broken, and advocated a retirement frt)ni the IJariab 
\ alley, and the establishment of our most advanced 
post at the Paiwar Ivotal. 

This suggestion was adopted, but Iielbre the troops 
were moved from Ali Khel, (ie;nera] 'F. K. Ciordon was 
recalled to Simla and was succeeded in the command of 
tlie Kurram district by Brigadier-( icneral . 1 . W^atson, 
r’.i}., v.c. (General (jiordon remained, however, at 
(iencral Watson’s re(|uest, until the arrangements for 
the evacuation were complete. By the 8 tli November 
the post at Ali Khel was abandoned, and the troops 
there fell back to Kurram, turning aside for a few days 
into the Chakmanni country to enforce the payment of 
a fine inflicted as a punishment for the share taken by 
the C^hakmanni in the late disturbances. 

No obstacle now stood in the way of tlie punitive 
expedition into the Zaimukht Valley wiiicih, as mentioned 
*it the begimiing of this chapter, was sanctioned by 
Government a.s far back as the 4 th October, but which 
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had been postptrtied for various reasons. As originally 
ordered, this expedititm was to be under the eonimand 
of Hrigadier-CJeiieral J. A. Tytler, c.n., v.c., and a 
colvnrin eoiriposed as follows concentrated at Balesh 
Khel on the last day of November, 1879*: Brigadier- 
General VV'^atson being in chief military and political 
charge of the Kurram District, accoinpanied the tbree 
to Zawo. 

Adetpiate transport for the force had not yet been 
collected at Balesh Kliel, in consequence of which a 
further delay of a week occurred, M'liich was, however, 
utilised by the Brigadier in obtaining information about 
the country to be traversed. Sev'cral reconnoitring 
parties were pushed forward on the 80th November and 
following days, without meeting with any opposition or 
hostility, except a few shots fired by Massuzai villagers 


* For a tullor juM’oinit of tliis expedition see Fronlier awl Overmift ICx- 
pvdUimii from India, VoL //. 


iVatirn ( 'nrafry. 
l,st 1.5eti^al Cavalry 
VMh Ivaneors 

I8fcli Bojipil C'avalry 

A rtilkni. 

1-8, Royal Artillery (4 guns 
7~pr. M.L-K. joiiiLed, 2 
divisions) .... 
No, 1 iVIouiitain Hattery (2 gons 
7-lir.) . . . ' , . 

Kn n ypea n Inf a n t ry. 
Kegiinent 

8»Mli LigJit Infill try 

Native'. Infantry. 

13th Bengal Jufaiitry 

4th runjMh infantry 

20th 1‘unjah Infuitry 
21)tli Punja)> Infantry 
j\o. 8 (.oiiipany 8apper.s and 
Aliiiers (half company ) . 
Medical oilicers 

l\)tal 


cH I LieiitermiiCColoriel 11. C. 
j LoWj 13th Bengal Lancers. 


JOo Major J. Haughton, b.a. 

78 Lieuteutant H. N. Jervok^ 

K.A. 

41 \ C aptain 1). A. 85th 

733 J Foot. 


323 Licviteii.int-(A»loueiW. Play- 
fair. 

557 Lieiitenant-C’olonel H. P. 
(lose. 

3*30 Colonel II. <4. Rogers^ c.n. 
588 ( olunel J. J. M. Gordon, c.n. 

Lieutenant II, P. Leach, n.K. 
8 Surgeon-Major W. C, Boyd. 

h220 
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on tlie 3rd December, which did no damage and were 
not replied to. At length, the route of tlic c.olumn 
lta\'ing been determined upon, and the transport having 
arrived, Brigadier-Cieneral Tytler began liis inarcli on 
tlie 8tli December, his force carrying eleven days’ 
supplies, while sufiicient for a furtlicr ten days had been 
colieeted at Doaba, and was to l)e forwarded theme to 
meet the column at I'orawaii. Starting from Balesli 
Kiiel, the force reached Gwaki on the 8tli December, 
and next day pushed on to Manatu. Next day tlirec 
separate ct)lumns were sent out to destroy the s illages 
in the V\'^attizai V'^ alley. On the 12th the force advanced 
to Chinarak arul next day a portion of' the forc(? Jiioved 
out to atta<*k Zawo, a noted stronghold of the tribe. 
Hitherto the enemy had oltcJ’od no serious opposition, 
and at Zaithunak and (’hinarak the villagers had given 
in their sid>inission. 

Zawo is a regidar mountain fastness, approaclialrle 
by tlu’ee paths, one up a difKcrdt ravine about 8 miles 
long and in pla(;es o»ily 10 feet wide, and the other two 
by tracks over difhcult hills. General 'rytler decided 
to advance up the ravine with the main body, but 
dcbiehcd Colorjcl (fordon with a column U) protect his 
right by an advance along the bills, while a smaller 
fl.'uiking detachment move«l along the spurs on the left. 

The main body reached Bagh, 3i miles from 
Chinarak, without opposition, but after a very difficult 
march. Meanw'^hile Ckilonel (Jordon, advancing along 
the hills, came upon tlie enemy in a strong position. 
A direct attack having tailed, tlie position was turned, 
but even then the enemy did not retire until turned 
out after a sharp hand-to-hand eneounter, Avhen they 
retreated to a second position, from which they had 
tigain to be driven. C’olonel (Jordon, having at last 
gained possession of the ridge, bivouacked for tlie night 
ou its crest. 

On tlie 14th the advance was continued as befiore, 
and Colonel (Jordon, after driving the enemy before 
him, occupied the high ground flanking the approach 
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to Zawo by tlie ravine. The main body, leaving a 
detachment at liagh, pushed on to Zawo, but, on 
nearing the village, had to move in single file under a 
heavy fire and shower of rocks from tlie heights on the 
left. The summit of the pass being gained, detach- 
ments were sejit down to destn)y the villages. Having 
effected their object, the troops returned to Chinarak 
unmolested, fV)r whitdi the reason appears to be that the 
enemy had, in their hand-to-hand encounters with the 
right column, lost heavily. 

On the 17th the force moved to Sperkhwait, and 
iTorn tlience a detachment proceeded next day to 
destroy Vasta, which was effected without mucli 
opposition. On the 21st the force returned to Chinarak, 
where the submission of certain sections was received. 
On the 22nd the force marched to Saugroba and a 
detachment was sent on <lown the valley to the villages 
of Iladmela and Dilragha. A fine of Hs. 7,000 was 
le^ded on tlie three last-named villages, of winch 
Its. 3,100 were paid on the spot, and liostages given 
for the payment of tlie balance wdthin five days, 'fwo 
men, wlio were im[)iicated in tlie murder of a syce of 
the 1st Bengal Cavalry in August, ivere caught at 
Dilragha and were shot in front of the villagers. 

On the 23rd the fVirce reacheil Thai, where it was 
broken up. 

'I'he expedition was completely successful, severe 
punishment had been inflicted in the destruction of 
villages, their strongholds Zawo and Yasta had been 
penetrated, and the tribe forced to offer their sub- 
mission at Chinarak. Thetotid amount of fines imposed 
amounted to lls. 2(i,100, and was realised. 

Our casualties were slight, consisting of one British 
officer (Lieutenant Benny, -tth Punjab Infantry) and 
one sepoy killeil and two men wounded. 

About this time the rising of the tribes round 
Kabul, and the confinement of the division there to 
the Sherpur cantonments, was the cause of ho.stile 
demonstrations against 'Thai, Kurram and Paiwar; the 



801 
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tribesmen, however, dispersed to tlieir homes without 
hostilities on receipt of news of the re-o(!eupation of 
Kal)ul by Gejieral Roberts. 

On the 22nd December Rrigadier-Cicneral Watson 
brought to the notice of the Adjutant-tioncral in India 
the desirability of relieving several of the regiments of 
the native army then serving in the Kuriam eoimnand. 
'flius the 1st Bengal Cavalry had 105 men and 124 
horses short of strength, 1 07 men on sick leave, besides 
a large proportion in hospital. 'riie horses of the 
regiment were in very poor condition, and (juite unfit 
for hard service. 'Phe 11th Bengal Tnlantry wanted 
118 men to complete strength and had about 250 men 
in hospital and absent on sick leave, and General 
V'atson feared that by the end of the cold season the 
regiment would have but a very few men in its ranks 
fit for duty. The 20th Punjab Infantry had not a 
large number sick or absent on sit;k leave, but it w'as 
•20(} short of its numbers and had suflered a good deal 
in the Khybetr the previous year. 'I'lie 21st Punjab 
Infantry w'as 114 short of numbers, had 142 sick in 
hospital, and upwards of 50 away on sick lea\ e. The 
2»th Punjab Infantry was only 51 short, and had not 
a large number sick ; but, including the .lowaki 
campaign, it had been by this time three years in the 
field, and deserved relief. 

At the end of tlie year various movements of troops 
were ordered in the Kurraiu Valley, the 1st Bengal 
Cavalry being directed to proceed to Thai. Brigadier- 
(General Tytler was ordered to take command of all 
troops at and below'^ Balesh Ivhel, while Brigadier- 
(Tcnend J. J. H. Gordon commanded at and abov’^e 
Kurram Fort.' 

^ ITie disti'ibution of the troops in the Kurram Valley on the ol.st December 
is shown in Appendix XVJ. 
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OPKllAPIONS ON I'llli KIIYRKH LINK, SI5FrKMBKR I'O 
DKCKMlilCK, 137'.*. 

When the news of tlie attack on Sir Louis Cavagnari’s 
Embassy rcat;he(l Simla on the otb September, 1879, 
tlie British troops uiuler Brigadier-CTeneral Doran in the 
Ivhyber were distributed as follows : 


<1 f Ijivudi ICotal. 


( -avalry 

Artillf ry 

Jniaritry ■ 

ISuppors 

' Jiritish 

NatiN'Ci 

. . KMli Hont^nl Ljumm'Ts (2 squudrons). 

J Ud-), Royiil Artillpry. 

’ 1 Xff. 4 (Hiizara) Mounkaiii Battery, 
i 1st HaitJilioijj Foot. 

\ Jst Hattalioii, ITtli Foot. 

1 FuiijaU Infantry, 

V 27t)i Fiinjalf) lufiinlry. 

A ( 'ojiipany, Beii^a] Sappers. 



/U A/f Masjld, 

IniHiitry 


f oHUi Benjral Iiifaiitrv. 

• 1 tritli Siklis. 



At Jawrifd. 

(iivalry 

(iiraiiivy 

• 

lOt.U Beiitral Linoers (1 squadron). 

- eoinpanies (from Pesliaw'iir), 


The pass was, for some portion of its length, in 
charge of a jazaikhi cc»j-ps under Lieutenant (i. Gais- 
tbrd, which was intended for esr'ort and orderly work 
and to hold certain ])()sts. His eomniand consisted 
of 259 men at tlie end of the first campaign, and was 
gradually increased to a total of 400. 

Steps were at once taken to strengthen this line of 
advance on Kabul, and on tlie 9th September a project 
was forwarded from the Adjutant-General’s office to 
the Government of India for the support of General 
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Roberts’s advance by a movement from tliis direction. 
The proposals put forward were to (;reate depots along 
the Kbyber route with the least possible delay and with 
a minimum force, and gradually to increase the posts as 
tVcsli troops arrived. Eor this purpose the following 
troops would be recpiired: 

1 British ( 'avalry .1 Mf)rse Artillery Battery. 

M squadrons of Native ( Rivalry. B iVloiintain 'i'rain ^uiis. 

.1 Heavy .Battery. 'Z Britisli fiifaiiiry Bej^iments. 

.1 Field Battery. 5 Native Infantry Ih'giuit'rits. 

2 compinies of Sappers and Miners. 

Major-General R. D. Bright was named to command 
the operations and all the troops from the liitlus to the 
front of the line of communieations, with tlie following 
l)rigades under him holding sections of the line : 

(Ui-nc at Pe.shawftr, ih-igadier-General J. (’. (h Ross, CMnnnuunling the 
Pesh a w a r J.>i st ric;t, 

ii/v/ HrUfade, Jamrinl to Basawal, Brigadier-! Jei anvil J. Doran, e.n. 

Z/id lirk/ade^ M«lvance depot and hrij^vide at Jalalahad, Brii»!idier>*< loneral 
C. G. Arbuthnot, < .i*. 

Ja/ Jiri^atky Safed San^ to ./a^^dalak, with niovaMe colinnii at (Jandaniak, 
Brigadier-(ieiieral (•. S. (hrngh, e.B., v.e. 

'The first move was to he to Dakka, wliieh was to be 
occupied as soon as possible by the Guides Corps with 
two guns of the Hazara Mountain Battery, and a supply 
depot formed with rations Ibr 10,000 men for two 
months ; from Dakka further advances were to be 
made, as troops and supplies arrived, to .Jalalabad and 
Gandaraak. Dn tlie 10th September tlie Commander- 
in-Chief asked for sanction for the immediate mo^ e to 
Dakka of the lOlh Bengal Ijancers, the Hazara Moun- 
tain Battery, and the 24th Punjab Infantry, contem- 
plating a further advance to Basawal as soon as the 
(iuides should arrive at Dakka. 'riiis he proposed to 
do in order to give confidence to the Governor and 
people of Jalalabad, for up to this date it was taken for 
granted that the Amir’s garrison wordd hand over the 
fort of Dakka at once to the British. But on the llth 
a reconnaissance to within half a mile of Dakka, as well 
as reports from the KJiyher, showed that, though the 
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reguhu’ infantry of the Amir’s garrison still held Dakka, 
yet rcsistanee might be expected beyond that point ; 
that six Merati regiments were advancing towards tlie 
Khybt r from Kabul, and that cflorts were being made 
by the mullas to excite a general rising of the tribes. 

Tlie instructions regarding tlie advance were there- 
fore modified, and the movement beyond Landi Kotal 
delayetl until that post could be further strengthened. 

jSiaj or- General R. O. Rright, c.n., arrived at Pesiiawar 
on the 15th September, and was fbllow'ed on the 20th 
and 21st by Rrigadier-Generals C. Gough, c.b., v.c., and 
C. G. Arbuthnot, c.n., wdio were appointed respectively 
to the command of the 1st and 2nd Brigades of the 
Khyber h’ield Force, as the line of communication was 
called. Meantime the movement of troops to the 
frontier c.otdinucd, and tlie work of organising the 
Field h’orce wais pushed forw^ard with such haste as 
w'us possible. But in addition to the sickly state of 
the regiments at PcsIiawar, the Major-General had to 
cope w'ith other and even more serious obstacles to his 
advance. 'Phe difficulties in the way of obtaining trans- 
port were enormous. All available carriage, both in the 
station and district of Peshawar, as well as a consider- 
able portion of the movable column carriage, was being 
diverted to the Kurram Division for the advance of 
that force on Kabul. Arrangements were, however, at 
once entered intt) tVir sending supplies to Landi Kotal 
by (iontract. At first there were some difficulties in 
carrying out the contracts owing to the Id festival ; but 
the services afterwards proceeded with regularity, and 
supplies were sent forward daily. 

On the 25th September Brigadier-General C. Gough 
reported from I,andi Kotal that the Amir had written 
to his officials positively forbidding opposition to the 
advance of the British troops. On the 29th the Guides, 
with tw’o guns of the ila/ara Mountain Battery, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel F. H. Jenkins, 
occupied Dakka without opposition, whither he was 
followed the next day by the 10th Bengal Lancers and 
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the 24th I’unjab Infantry, together witli lirigadier- 
General. Charles (Tougli and his staff. 

Tlie strength of the Kliybcr Field Fonre on tl)e 
28th September was 1,385 Hritish and 4,0(}() natixes. 
(For the composition of tlie wfiole force see Appendix 

xni.) 

Brigadier-General C. Gough, with the advajicc 
column, continued his marclj on tlie 2nd October ns 
far as Basawal, thence, as soon as supjilics and transport 
allowed, to Barikao, and on the 12th idem the (iuidos 
occupied the fort at Jalalabad, J'he slowness of this 
advance was occasioned in part by the diHii'ulty in 
procuring supplies, wliile the lack of transport was 
terribly felt, the column having to depend principally 
on carts, almost the wluile of which broke down in the 
niai’ch from Basawal to Barikao, and incalculable extra 
latigue and exposure were thus entailed on the baggage 
guards. Only half the necessary transport being avail- 
alile, three days were consumed f«^r each daily stage of 
the forward move. 

Meanwhile Brigadier-(4eneral Arlmtlmot xvith the 
2nd Brigade, except the Carabiniers who had not yet 
joined, advancred as far as .lamrud, and (ieneral Briglit 
with divisional head-quarters was at /\li Masjid on the 
8th October and laindi Kotal on tlie 0th. At the 
former place the amount of sickness amongst the troops 
was most deplorable, the 2nd and 30lh Bengal Infantry 
regiments being almost entirely kom dc comhat. 

On the 12th October orders were rceeix'ed for 
(reneral C. Gough to send forward a Hying (;olumn 
under Colonel .Jenkins, c.is., to consist of tl)c Guides, 
a wing of the 9th Foot, and the Hazara Mountain 
Battery, w'hicli was to reacli Gandamak as quickly as 
possible. The object of this mo\e was U> overawe 
the Ghilzais and to intercept fngitix'es of the Atglian 
regiments broken up at the battle of Chaharasia, news 
of which had been received a few days before. 

Considering, however, the w^eakness of the tOTce at 
his disposal, the scarcity of supplies, and the want of 

20 
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transport, Cieneral (iough was f)f opinion that such a 
dcsiiK'tiou f'roni lii.s trt>ops would only invite disaster, as 
he could not afford supports ; and, sliould the colunui 
be despatc hed, there would remain with him only one 
troop of cavalry, a wing of British infantry, and a wing 
of nati\ e infantry, witli no guns, and only three days’ 
supplies. Gandamak, moreover, was fully 28 miles 
from Jalalabad, juid the feeling of tiie country was 
\'ery doubthd, and e^ en c'eported hostile ; wJiilst the 
smallness of the force at Jalalabad, even without reduc- 
tions from it, almost invited attack. Tci view' of these 
facts the Hying column w'as not despatched, as pro- 
posed, to (iandamak, but a day or two later it was 
advanced as far as I’afehabad. 

About the same time the heavy batteiy (13-9) was 
ordered back to India, as its services w'ere no longer 
reephre^d, i\ow that Sir Frederick Roberts’s division bad 
occupied the city of Kabul. JMius on the evening of 
the 17th ()cto{)er the following was the distribution 
of troops between liandi Ivliana (divisionallcead-cjuarters) 
and Jalalabad : 

Fffjfilwlml 

(niiOor OoloiK'l Jenkins). 

<5umU\s (^lv;^lry (-20 sjthttis). F*»ot (wing) (MOO riih's). 

Nn. 4 (IJa/ara) Mtiunlnin Ikittory. (.iiiidrs Infjinlry (100 rillvs). 

JahlatmU 

(lload-ijnartors of Hng;nrK‘r-(_ri*jn*rMl (iliarlps (rniigirs, 1st, Urigtiilo). 
lOtli l.nnrrrs(2i .^<|n;ulrorj.s). I 2~0t]» J'oot (wing). 

t'-M, lloy;i] Arlillviy ( I guns). | 2iUi PuniMl) Infunlry (o <*(>in|>anief5). 

No. (I ( oiiipimy Nippors iuid MiniTs. 

. t/< f ioyhoiK 

2111) Pnnjjib Infantry (I c*omi>aiiy). 
liiirUmo, 

lOtli licngal I-anctTs (.1 troojf). j 21t:h Fuiijab fnbintry (2 compaiiies), 

Bamttal 

(Urafi-ipiartors of llrigadier-Gttnoral Arbutluioi;\s^ 2nd brigade), 
ord IJengal (.‘rivalry (1 stj uadnm). j l--12th Foot (2 roinpAiiios). 

(.■-M, Royal Artillery (2 gtnis). | otst Light Infantry (2 compniies). 

27tb Fnnjab Infantry (2 companies). 

Dakkn. 

Jrd Bengal (Rvalry (I squadron). I 27th Pnnjah Infantry (0 compauios)* 

11-0, Royal Arliiiory (2 gun.s). 1 4oth Sikhs (1 co«n>auy). 
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NEWS OF THE ABDICATION 

Oil the 10th October Brigadier- General Cliarles 
Gough was nutliorised to continue liis tnarcli with 
the main body of his brigade as soon as lie should 
think fit, as Sir Frederick lloberts from Ivabul was 
pressing for his ad\'anee to Safed Sang. I'ransport 
was now available in the Ibrm of 1,000 cantels belong- 
ing to nomad iVtghan traders (Kucliis-), which reached 
Jalalabad on the same date, and arrangements were 
made to march on the following day. 

A garrison of tw^o guns (’-8, lioyal Artillery, and 
detachments of the 10th Bengal liaiuters and 27th 
Punjab Infantry was left at .Jalalabad, and the 
remainder of the force united witli Colonel Jenkins’ 
ooluinn near I’atebabad. Its fnrtber advamte, however, 
was here again delayed by the news of the .Amir's 
iiWication. It was believed that this intelligence 
would materially affect the attitude of tlie Mohinands 
and the people of Jalalabad, and ( ieneral C. Ciongh vras 
accordingly ordered not to leavt; tlie vicinity of that 
place until the line of eommunieatjons should liave 
been strengthened. Meanwhile a reeonnaissanee was 
pushed on to Sated Sang; the di\isiouai head-quarters 
ajid those of Brigadici’-Genend y\ri)uthnot moved to 
Hasawal, and the 27th Punjab Infantry (Isi Brigade) 
and tlie 4.5th Sikhs (2ud Brigade) exciianged places. 

About the same time an attempt was made to 
negotiate with the (ihilzai chief .fVsmatulla Khan, in 
( onsetpienee of a letter from Sir F. Roberts urging that 
lie should he induced to visit him at Kabul. 

On the 28rd Oertoher a further advance was made, 
tlie 1st Brigade moving to Fort Battyc and occupying 
(hiudamak with an advance guard (iomposed of the 
Guides and the Hazara Mountain Battery, while on the 
same date General Bright’s head-quarters marched to 
Barikao and thence on the fbllowdng day to .Jalalabad. 
Brigadier-General C. Gough’s main body also {idvanced 
to (iandamak and encamped there on the 24tli October. 

Here the brigade was ordered to halt, wdiile arrangc- 
inents were made for opening communications with the 
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1st Division, tn a despatch received by Brigadicr- 
(ieiieral C. Gough on the 20tli, Sir Frederick Roberts 
announced tliat about the first week in November he 
would i)e able to despatch a strong brigade towards 
thnidainak to co-operate with an advance from that 
place. Major-Cieneral Bright theretbre determined to 
emploj'^ the 1st Brigade of his division as a movable 
column, to advance to Jagdalak, oj* further if necessary, 
and to meet the brigade from Kabul. 

Meanwhile a darbar was held at Jalalabad by the 
Majin'-Cilencral on the 3()th October, at which the inten 
tions of tlie Bi’itish Government were explained to 
the ex-y\mirs Governor. On this occasion apparently 
trustworthy information was received that tlie Cihilzai 
chiefs hsid decidexl not to oppose the British advance. 

On the 1st November General Briglit proceeded to 
visit the caiup of the 1st Brigade at Gandamak. which 
place was now in telegraphic commujiication with tlie 
liead-quarters of the division. 

Freparations had been made for the early ad^'ancc 
of the brigade, to join hands with the Kabul force. 
Tlie scale; of baggage had been reduced to a minimum, 
calcidated for a ten days’ absence. Officers were allow'ed 
one mule lietwecn tw^^o ; Britisli soldiers, one mule 
betw'cen nine ; native soldiers, one mule between ten ; 
followers, erne mule between sixteen. Reinforcements 
had also arriied at tlie front, including I-A, Royal 
Horse Artilleiy, No. 2 Company of Sappers and Miners, 
and detachments of the 24'th Punjab Infantry and 4otli 
Sikhs and of the 51st Light Infantry. 

On the 1st November a messenger arrived at 
Gandamak from Kabul, from which place he had set 
out at 2 p.ni. on the 30th October, bringing wdth him 
a copy of the instructions issued to General Mac- 
pherson, in command of the column about to start from 
Kabul. On receipt of this intelligence, preparations 
for the march of Gough’s brigade were at once made, 
and on the morning of the 3rd November the following 
force, taking seven days’ supplies, marched out of camp 
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GOUGH’S BRIGADE 


to the old cantonments, thus getting clear of ( Jandarnak 
and crossing two stony river-beds, which considerably 
delayed the baggage animals : 


('u\'alry . | 

V 

(iruicle.s ( Rivalry 

L lOUi Bengal Laiicens ..... 

Sirt-ngf:}!. 

200 

HM) 

Total. 

Avtillery. | 

2 gims 1-A, Royal Horse Artillery 

;}8 

.‘iOO 

. Hazara Mountain Battery .... 

200 

(8 g uns) 


" Briti-sh . 

Dili Foot .... 

•12o 

425 

Int'aiitry . - 


r Guides Infantry 

1 24t]i Punjab Infantry 

.^00 

oOO 



Niitivc . 1 

1 Xos. 2 and (> ( 'oinpanit^s 
Sappers and Miners . 

100 

1,100 




At 8.30 on the 4th November the hn-cc marched 
for Jagdalak, the (inides Infantry, which Avcrc in the 
ini\'ance guard, bcung ordered to crown the lieiglits cm 
cither side whenever necessary. Tlie crowning j)arties 
were in turn relieved by the Otli h’oot and 24t}j l*un- 
jabis as those regiments came up. Alter an uneventful 
inarch of 8 miles the brigade encamped at Surkbab. 

On tlie at!) November tlie column marched at 
7.30 a.m. in the same order as on the previous day, 
with the exception that 1.50 of the 24tli I’unjabis wci’e 
sent on with the advance guard foi* the purpose of 
crowning the heiglits and holding tlvein till the arrival 
of the rear guard, thus saving the labour entailed by 
relieving the crowning parties from diflerent portions 
of the column. The tw'o guns of 1-./V, Royal Horse 
Artillery, were left at Surkbab, and two companies of 
the 45th Sikhs were sent out from Gandamak as an 
escort to them. A halt of about T J hours wnis made 
at the Pezwan Kotal, to enable the baggage (which 
was much delayed by a very difficult ascent from the 
Surkhab Valley) to close up. A second halt was made 
on the Jagdaiak Kotal, on the hills to the south of 
which some men were seen ; but they kept perteetly 
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COLUMN AT JAGDALAK 

quiet until the main bo<ly Jisul moved on. As the 
rear of the bn^ygage eaine up, about fifty men made a 
demonstration against it ; but on being promptly met 
by a company of tlie 241.11 Punjab Infantry, they 
retreated without coming within range. Eventually, 
wlien the rear guard descended from the kotal, a few 
men followed up and fired three sliots, without, however, 
doing any'^ harm. 

A round hill completely commanding the .lagdalak 
end of the pass below the kotal was oecupieil by a 
company of Guides, w'ho held it until the arrival of the 
rear guard. Preparations had evidently been made to 
defend the kotal. I'or low stone Avails, apparently newly 
built, were observed on the hillside to tlie north of the 
road. These defences. hoAiever, could have been easily 
turned. 

'I'lic head of the column reaclied Jagdalak, wdiiirh is 
18 miles from Surkhab, at 4.1,5 p.m., but the rear guard 
did not ai*ri\e till dark, the rough nature of the road 
and the frequent ascents and descents having delay'^ed 
the camels very much. 'J'he whole of the infantry, 
artillery, and sajipei’s were encamped in a spacious old 
ruined fort about half a mile beymnd the village, and 
o\'erlot)kitrg the entrance ol' the famous Pari Dar-u. 
The position thus held Avas a very strong one against 
any' enemy not armed Avith the best long-range Aveapons. 
'Fhe cavalry'^ A\ ere encamped in tlie valley betAveen the 
fort and the village. 

information having been receiAed that the Pari 
Dara, or narroAv defile through which the Jagdalak 
stream flows, was the road usually taken by camels, 
it was determined tliat a portion of the force should 
advance by this route on tlie 6th November. The 
higher road to the Avest is best suited for the march of 
troops, and accordingly the force was divided into tAVO 
columns, one advancing by each route to Kata Sang. 

■J'wo hundred men of the 24th Punjab Infantry, 
Avith fifty Guides Cavalry, under the command of 
Captain E. Stetlnnui, were left to hold the fort of 
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Ja^dalak, with orders to jwitro) with iohiritry and (*n\ airy 
beyond the Ja^’dalak Kt>tal, oecupying the kotal for the 
greater part of tlie day, so as to keep the road open 
for the mails. The lOth licngal Lajicers formed tlie 
adv'ance guard of the eohnnn which took the Pari Dara 
route, and the whole of the camois were sent iJirongii 
tlie defile, guarded by the 24th Punjabis. Tiie (liuides., 
})th Foot, the Mountain Battevy', anti Sappers and 
Miners, with the whole of the mule and ]K>ny transport, 
proceeded by the upper road. The heads of the two 
columns, wdiieh started at a.m., arrixed almost 

simultaneously at the place where the two roads again 
converged, about (i miles north of .fagdalak. 'rhree 
miles I'lirther on the eneamping ground of Kata, Sang 
was reached, and here the advance guard met Genm-ai 
i^Iaeplierson, wlio had also intended to eneam}) here, 
but, on account of the limited sjiace, be sent back orders 
for his brigade to lialt at Sch Baba, 4 miles distant, at 
the foot of the fjataband Pass, xvbither he returned in 
the extern ng. 

Brigadier-Genoi-al C. Gough having thus accom- 
plished the purpose of his advance and joined hands 
xxnth General Maepherson, his brigade started on its 
return mandi at 7. HO a.m. on the 7th November, 

Thetroop.s who bad come by the Pari Dara retiu'ired 
by the upper route, and vice versa, (N)loncl Jenkins, 
with some x>f the (Juides, being sent to reconnoitre the 
track which leads over the Daheli Pass towards the 
Adrag Badrag Ihiss, striking tlie Ka.l>iil River near 
Kats Muhammad Ali, 'I'he troops resumed their old 
position.s in the fort and valley at Jagdalak on their 
return. It w'as reported by ('aptain Stedman that on 
the previous day, wlien returning from the kotal, which 
he had occupied acctirding to orders, his men liad been 
fired upon and followed up, but on their fire being 
returned the enemy retired xxdtli the loss of one of 
their part)''. 

On the 8th Nox^ember the Guides, one company of 
Sappers, and two gums were left to liold Jagdalak under 
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Colonel Jenkins, who was directed to Veconnoitre the 
Iro Man/il route, and to return the next day to the 
Pe’/,wan Kotal, leaving 200 (iuides Infantry, 50 Cavalry, 
two guns, and the company of Sappers to hold the Jag- 
dalak Kotal and repair the road. He was to hold the 
I’ezwan Kotal w'ith the remainder of the Guides, four 
guns of the Hazara Rattery, and another company of 
Sappers, who were also to repair the road and Surkhab 
Bridge. 

The remainder of the force, with the advance guard 
under the command of laeutcfjant-Colonel F. Norman, 
21.th I^unjab Infanti-y, and the rear guard under Major 
N. H. Macnagbteu. 10th Bengal Lancers, marched to 
Lukhai, about miles west of the Surkhab Bridge. 
A siguallit\g party was left on tlie .lagdalak Kotal and 
another on the Pczwan Kotal until late in the afternoon, 
and a heliographic message was received from C’oloTiel 
Jenkins on the Iro Mauzil Ihiss. 

On the Oth Nowiubcr, leaving the four guns, the 
company of Sappers and Miners, and tlie 2nd Gurkhas 
(who liad relitned tlie two companies of the 45th Sikhs 
as cs<‘ort to the guns of 1-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
at the Surkhab), the remainder of tlie force, including 
the horse artillery, marched for Gandamak at 7.30 a.m., 
and on arriving there resumed their original positions 
in camp. 

I’he liealth of tlie troops during the expedition had 
been excellent, and the weather bright and fine, though 
the nights wx-re extremely cold. 

A month now passed almost without incident. The 
winter set in with severity soon after the return of 
Gough’s brigade to (faiidamak, and every effort was 
made to lay out the winter encampment there with as 
little delay as possible ; warm clothing w^as urgently 
retjuired, and food supplies were only obtained vrith 
difficulty and iu small quantities from the surrounding 
(•ountry. In the course of the month sites were chosen 
and arrangements made for constructing posts at Pezwan 
Bara, Jagdalak Kotal, Jagdalak Fort, and Sang Toda, 
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which were to be occupied by small garrisons. The 
telegraph line was completed on the 19th Novemb(;r 
to Kabul. 

On the 15th No^•ember Sir Frederick Roberts 
assumed command of the whole Kahid Field h’oree 
from Kabul to Jamrud. Various movements of troops 
took place amongst tlie brigades t)f the ‘Jiid Di^'ision ; 
t!\c 45th Sikhs were re-transferred to the 2nd Brigade and 
their head-quarters marc'hed back to Jalalabad, togetlier 
with the two companies of the 51st King's Own Light 
Iniantiy whiefj had advanced temporarily to tnindarnak ; 
and the 4th Gurkhas Avith tlic di\ isional staff moved up 
to Gandamak, Avhere iMajor-Cieneral Bright remained 
until the 1st December. 

On the 14th Brigadier-Iilencral Uugli (ioiigh. with 
an e.scort of 100 inlantry and 50 ca\alry, arrived in the 
camp of the 1st Brigade from Kabul for the purpose 
of making arrangements l)etween tlic 1st (or Kurrarn) 
Division and the ‘ind (or Khyljcr) Division for the 
safety of the communications between tiandamak and 
Kabul ; he had found the road ajjparcaitly (piite safe 
with nomad Gliilzais pnxeeding up and down it. 

On the 1st December di\ isional heatl-quarters with 
(ieneral Bright returned to JalalH!)ad. J'wo days later 
two squadrons of the Carabiniers proceeded to l^^ateha- 
had to meet the ex-Amir Yakub Khan, who was being 
escorted by rapid stages to India, 'fhe party reaelied 
Jalalabad on the 4th December, and went on towards 
Barikao on the following day, aeeompsuiied by four 
companies of the 51st Ught Infantry, as well as the 
cavalry escort. No excitement wjis caused in the 
coimtry by the passage of the Amir, although it was 
generall)'^ known that his removal to India was 
contemplated. 

When December opened, (General Bright Avas 
preparing for a long-prqiected expedition into the 
haghman Valley, but on the evening of the 7th 
December an order was received from (ieneral Roberts 
that the Guides Corps was to march at once with all 
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speed to Kabul. The IjUghman expedition was accord- 
ingly abandoned, and ev^ery elfV)rt was made to eaiTy out 
General Roberts’s orders w'itli all possible expedition : 
blit tlien^ was the usual difficulty of transport, and tliere 
was a distance of *28 miles to send reliefs before the 
( Juides could advance. The 2nd Gurkhas and 200 of 
the 10th Bengal I jancers marched Irom (iandaniak on 
the 8fh with this object, the former reaching Jagdalak 
that ei ening. Colonel .feukins was tlius able to leave 
Jagdalak on the morning of tlie 9th, and arrived at 
Kabul on tlie evening of the 1 1th. 

Up to within tlie last few days the attitude of the 
Ghil/ais had been friendly, but on the 11th December 
intelligence reached divisional head-quarters at Safed 
Sang from Brigadier-lieneral Charles Gough, that theie 
was much uneasiness amongst the tribes, and that he 
had been informed that jVsmatulla Khan was endeavour- 
ing to collect men for an attack on Jagdalak. Orders 
were therefore sent to reinlVirce the Jagdalak garrison, 
and a report was made to Field Force head-quarters 
respecting tlie weakness of the line from Dakka to 
(iandamak. 

Late on the same night a telegram was received by 
General Bright stating that there was considerable 
excitement at Kabul, where large numbers of the 
enemy bail collected and been engaged that day. Sir 
Frederick Roberts therefore directed Gandamak to be 
reinforced, so that, if necessary, he could call on 
General C. (iough to advance his brigade on Kabul. 
Orders were at once issued for the following moves ; 

coijipariu's ijlsh l-Vnit and a wiii^ 24tli Puiijah liifanlry to inarch 
from .Ijibilubad to (Jandamak, dctacliing one coni^iany to 
strcDiTthcn Inirt llattyc. 

J~12t!i Foot to marrh fnmi Laiuli Kotal to .ralalahad, 
oOth I’uujab Infantry to marcli from l.(andi 

Kotal to Dakka. Kiirtn.s]iin|^ dctach- 

27th Pnn.jal) hifajilry to march from Dakka nwmtstoBfisavval^ 
to rh» talabio L j' B a r i k a o ^ A 1 » 

4th (inrkhajs (coiiijiany) !•» march from Ali I Boghan. 

Boffban to rcjiriintMital bead-quurters. J 

An application was sent to Peshawar for the 22nd 
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Punjab Infantry to reinforce Tjandt Kotal ; but no 
telegraphic coniinunication on these subjects could be 
despatched to Army Head-cjuarters, as the telegraph 
line was cut between Rarikao and Hasavval for the first 
time for some nights. 

On the 12th December a more satisfactory telegram 
was receiv'ed by General llriglvt from Sir J-''rcderick 
Roberts, announcing that he thought it w as improbable 
that he would be obliged to call on tiie Ehyber Division 
for assistance, and directing that no ap|)lication was at 
present to be made for reinforcements from India. In 
the evening of this day anothei’ telegram was recei\cd 
from Sir Frederick Rol)erts stating that he pioposed 
withdrawing the Seh Raba post to laitaband. fearing an 
attack on it by Asmatnlla Khan, and tlial, if the w'ire 
was cut between Gandamak and Kabnl, General C. 
(fougb was at onee to advance and attack Asmatnlla. 
On the 13th General (fough received orders from 
(leneral Rright to advance from Safed Sang to Jagdalak 
oi\ arrival of the relieving troops detailed. Accordingly 
ticncral (iough on the 14tb uu>v<!d forward with tht; Dtb 
Foot, 2 squadrons 10th Rciigal I .a nee rs, 4th (iurkhas, 
and, leaving half this force at Pezw;m, he majehed on 
with the remainder and two guns Hazara Mountain 
Rattery to .fagdalak, Avhere he received telegra])hi(.* 
orders from C4cneral Roberts to advance on Kabul, 
leaving sufiicient garrisons at all tlie posts wbieli were 
calculated to resist atta(rk and to abandon the remainder, 
including Lataband. On the 14th Rright was directed 
to push on Arbuthnot’s brigade towards Kabul, the 
posts of Pezwan and Jagdalak being still held. Mean- 
w'hile news had been received of the severe fightiiig at 
Kabul; the excitement amongst the Khyher tribes was 
daily increasing and the line of communications was 
con.stantly threatened by Asmatidla Khan, who, on the 
14th December, W'as reported to have moved with some 
2,000 men to the village of Sapri, alM)ut 4 miles from 
Jagdalak (not on map). It was likewise reported that 
the intention had been that there should be an attack 
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on the Ist Division at Kabul, and, siinultjineously with 
tliis inovenient, one upon the troops holding the line ot* 
eoinrnunications; but that Sir Frederick Roberts, having 
taken the initiative, liad apparently hurried matters on 
sooner tlian tlie tribes intended. 

On the same day Bright telegraphed to Army Head- 
(]uarters at Cawnpore that the 1st Brigade of his 
division had been called to Kabul by Sir Frederick 
Robei'ts and that orders had also been received by him 
foi’ the 2nd Brigatlc to follow as soon, as possible, and 
that these were the only troops between [jandi Kotal 
and Kabul. ..Vlmost the whole of the 1st Brigade was 
now% (General Bright reported, m route to Kabul, and it 
was not know'll by liiin whether an/ garrison had been left 
at Pezw'an and the Jagdalak outposts ; but if there had, 
they were, he considered, most dangerously situated, as 
no support was available. (General Bright w'as therefore 
of opinion that a strong division of all arms w'as required 
before the 2nd Bi-igade could ad\ an(,*e from Jalalabad, 
as the state of tlie line of communications was at the 
time w^eak and precarious. 

Intelligence had already reached Army Head- 
quarters at Caw'npore, on the 12th December, that Sir 
Frederick Roberts anticijiatcd being obliged to call up 
the 1st Brigade of the Khyber Division ; on this the 
Fommander-in-(’hief liad at once directed the folhnving 
troops to be w'arned tor service, and to be held in 
readiness to move on receipt oj' orders : 

•tth Boiigal Cavalry iVoai Minn Mir to IVshawar. 

mil Bengal Cavalry from Now.slicra to Peshawar. 

ITili Bengal Cavalry (3(K) sabres). 

1)-A, Royal Iloise Artilhay, from Pe.shawar. 

I-C, Royal Iloi’-se Artillery, from Rawalpindi to Pesliawar. 

Royal Arlilk'iy', from Rawalpindi to Peshawar. 

l-5th l''usiliei's (6 compiiiiies) from Hjvsan Abdal to Pc,shawar. 

1 -2.5th Pool (wing). 

On learning on the 14th December that Ueutenant- 
(▼eneral Roberts Jiad deeidetl to collect his force within 
Sherpur, orders were immediately issued by the Com- 
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inander-in-Chief in India for the above troops to move 
to the front. 'I'lie (general Otiieer commanding tiic 
Rawalpindi Division reported that the troops from that 
division would be ready to march on the 10th December; 
and D-4, Royal Artillery, which was ready to move, 
nnu’ched at once for Feshawar. In accr)rdanee with 
personal orders given by the V'^iceroy, on the same 
evening the 8th Hussars w'cre oi-dered IVom Muttra to 
Hasan Abdal, the 1st Gurkhas from Dharmsala. and the 
effective men of the ’ind and 4th (-iurkhas from Dchra 
and Bakloh, respectively, to Pcs})aw'ar. 

Meanwdiile, on the arriA'al at Ciandamak of the 24th 
I’unjab Infantry and three companies of tlie 51st liight 
Infantry, Gough liad advanceil to .lagdalak, leaving 
reinforcements at Pezwan and Jngdalak Kotal. He 
was follow'ed on the 15th Dc(X’mber by Colonel W. 
Daunt of the 2-Oth h'oot, with 280 men of tliat regiment 
and 187 of the 4th Gurkhas, wliich column wnis fired on 
by Cihilzais wdule on the march. All the troo])s wdiich 
General C. Gough had broiight from (Tandamak were 
supplied previous to starting wdth seven days’ provisions; 
but, on arrival at .lagdalak, it was found that the 
garrison there had only one UKae <lay’s supply in hand, 
and had sent their transj)ort into Gandauiak for more. 

Early on the morning of the 15th the telegraph ware 
w'as cut on both sides of .lag<!alak. 'I’liat evening 
crowds of men with standards w’^cre observed assembling 
on all the surrounding liills. and numerous beacoji fires 
w'ere lit on all the peaks of the Siali Koh. At the same 
time news amved that Asmutulla Khan had come 
from Kats Uaghraan with a. large gathering and purposed 
an attack on Jagdalak in conjuiu^tion with the Ghilzais 
of Hisarak and Auzangiani west of Gandamak under 
MaizuUah Khan and Saiad Klian of Hisarak, with 
whom was Abdul Karim, wdio led the enemy against 
Roberts at Chaharasia. I.ater on, as it was getting 
dark, the enemy came pouring down from the hill-tops 
and opened a desultoiy and long-range fire from every 
direction upon the camp, fortunately without inflicting 
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any loss, 'rhis was continued for some hours, the men 
reniainin^^ steady at their posts, and only returning the 
fire wlien it could be done cft‘ecti\'ely, and in order to 
drive the enemy from })ositions wliich caused annoyance, 

lfrigadier-(iencral C’harles Gough’s force at Jagdalak. 
on the 15th and 16th December amounted to 961 
infantry, 78 sappers, 4 7-})r. guns, and 224 sabres. His 
orders were to nioxe without delay to Kabul, but 
considering the very threatening attitude of the tiibes, 
and the weakness of the garrisons which he must leave 
behind him. he did not consider it advisable to comply 
with dire<rtions which involved such risk without 
reference to (ieneral Rright in the following message 
on the 1 5th : 

“'rive more I tivink of this advance that I have been 
ordered to make, the more risky and injudicious I think 
it. Even ii‘ I take all available force, my column 
would be a weak one to fac'c the odds and difficulties 
1 shoidd hii\e to encounter. Hoiverts with 0,0()() men 
is not able to keep the field, and has withdrawn into 
position at Sherpur, and it seenis a great risk to expect 
me to force my way in. If any disaster happened, it 
would liave a very serious effect ; w’hilst even success 
would leave tliis line so >veak that communication 
would be instantly (avt, and there would be no new^s 
from Kvxbul, I cannot help thinking it would be much 
w'iser Ibr me to wait till reinforcements come up fiom 
tlie rear, and when you are alvlc to hold these posts 
during an advance. Of coui‘sf\ I know' hoAV w'cak the 
line is all the w'viy down ; but by pushing up regiments 
along the line, troops may be aceuniulated at the front 
pretty cjuick. I shall not be able to vidvanee for tw'o 
or three tlays yet : and the resporvsibility thrust upon 
me is so great ! should be much obliged by your 
opinion as to wdiat course T ought to pursue. The 
W'ire is cut both sides of us, so that 1 cannot com- 
municate either, way,” 

(General (fongh w'as instructed in reply by General 
Kright to await further orders from General Roberts, 
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to whom the Major-(jetieral at once wrote detailing 
tlie views of (Tcneral (Joiigh, and to whom Sir Erederick 
lloberts was requested to send his c)rders on the sul)jeet 
direct. 

'riu; importance of the Khyher line at this moment, 
and the dillicuJty ol' deciding between withholding 
support from the Kabul Division, and exposing tlie 
communications to imminent danger of l)cing broken, 
if (ioug'h’s brigade advanced, is sutlicient reason for 
pausing here to detail thci distribution of troo})s along 
the line on the lOth December. 

From Kabul eastward to liataband that post and 
the intermediate one at Ihitkhak were held by dclach- 
nients from the 1st Division (Chapter X'D!.). 

From Jagdalak eastward to .fanniid tlie whole line 
of eommunieations was garris’oned bv tiie 2n<i Division 
(less tlie (tuides Corps) under Major-C General llriglit, 
distributed as follows : 

JfKjdnlak /Wr/ mid Kidal. 

IIf.vul-quart(»rs of 1st No. ( •<5}Mk*di!y, Sa|)[n‘i'.s, 

lOtli Bonsai Jjaiscers, rnci). men. 

No, 4 Mountiiin Iwiitery, 4 “ijul \ 

Xo. 2 Compiiiiy, StijijMa’s. Itfi (uirkljibs f ^ 

Pezu tut luihii. 

Kith Bengal Lanrevs, .■jOmeii, | No. r» ('omjKiny, Sappers. 

No. 4 IMoiinhiiii Ikattery, 2 .onus. | Xo. K (.oiupaiiy, SapjMa'.s. 

24th Ihinjah Infantry (win a). 

>>ufvd mid (iinidnnmk. 

Uitb Ben^f.il Larie<‘rs (fletaehiJienfcs). 7rlst Light Tniatitry (o e(»rn]»aiJti's). 
LA, Koval I loi-M' Artillery. 2iii] <Mirkhas f ^ i 

2-!lU, F^ot (<letiulinK-,nt). ' Uh (i.i. klK.s / 

21th Ihnijah iiitantry (K cmnjginies). 

Fort PaUjfr. 

K)th Bengal [..ancers (debichment). j 24th Kunjab infantry (1 company). 

FatehnhfuL 

’■jlst Light Jiifaniry (3 eon)paiiies^ j 4Ath Siklis (uitig, en roiUr to 
m route to (landanmk). | (iaiidamak). 

JalnlahtuL 

Ileail-quarters of 2iui Brigade and of I Caimpany, Madras Sappers, 

KhylHM* Division. 1-I2th i'oot (3 eompanies). 

f’th Dj'agonn Guards (3 squadrons). 27th Pmijah Ijifantry (7 companies 
(L3, Royal Artillery, 4 guns. 45th Sikii.s (wing). 
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Harikm. 

;5rfl npngiil ( avalry (I s<jiuu5 ron). j 27tli Puiijab hitantry (3 rompany). 

Haautml. 

(Uli Driigonii (iuanls(l j^tjnadrDn). | Uoyal Ari.ilWy, 4 gnus. 

.Srd I5eiigal ( avalry (I) S4]iUMiri)t)Si J’oot (wing), 

t'u n lisli i ng dctiiclinun i ts). 

Dakka. 

;^nl lipngal ( avnlry (tUvta^-liniont). I 22!itl Pniijah Infantry (wing, m roula 

11-0, Rny ill Arlillery, 2 guns. | tn Ginulainuk). 

J^Oth Pnnjal) lulantry ((5 (innjpanips). 

La mil Khana. 

Mnl Ucngiil (’{JvaJry (dctiicliinpiit). ! lUst Punjal) Infantry (dutTchmont), 

Lamli KotuL 

MeadH|uart(*rs of'Pwd llrigado, J 1-i^ Knyal Artilltny, 4 gMins. 

J7tli IVviigal Cavalry (I sijUMdron l-!2tb lw>ot (dotiicluncnts). 
furnisihing dflaclunents). 22nd 3^lnjab Infantry (wing). 

iVlst l^injab Infantry. 

.1// Ma.sJi(L 

ITlli Hangal Cavjilry. rSOtli l*uujab Innmtry (2 companies). 

Bill IVnigal Inlanlry. 4th Madras hiliintry. 

Jamrud. 

Brd IkMigjil ( ’ai alry (detaclinjont). | lOtb Madras Infantry (2 companies). 

in all 224 otiicers, 2,057 Hrilish and 9,2BB Native troops: ttdal com- 
batants, 12,000. 

On the December the Comniander-in- Chief 

in India, wlio liad twice before urged unsuceessfiilly the 
dcsiralhlity of mobilising a reserve fort-e, again repeated 
his reeoimneudation to Oovernment that a reserve 
division, com})oseti as follows, should be assembled at 
Peshawar : 

( avafrif Briyadv. 

Bib Hussars, Lieut.enant'C’olonel J. W. Chaplin, v.n. 
i)tb liongal Cavalry, M.ijor 11. A. Sliak«-sp**^i** 

I regiment ( Vntral India Horse, Lieiitenant-Cnlonel C. Martin, c.n. 

Roy.il llorso Artillery, Major VV. VV', Murdoch. 

Thrw Hriyadefi of Infantry, 

l-5th Fusiliers, Colonel Rowland. | 2-1 4th Foot, Colonel I). S. Warren. 
1st Gurkhas, laeutenant-Coloiud 1-iBth Foot, (.-0101101 M. J, Mac- 
Story. (iregor. 

B2nd Pioneers, Ueuteuanl-(>)lonel 1 regiment Hyderabad (kmlingeiit. 
Crookshank. B regiments Madras Infantry, 

rho Deoli Regiment. 
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Tlie fomijition of this reserve division was sanctioned 
by Government on the 21st December, 1873, and 
Major-General J. Ross, c.«., commanding the Pesliawar 
District and tlie base of operations, was appointed to 
llte command of it. 

'lo return to tlie movements of the Khyber Division, 
the days between the lOth and 21st I)eeeinl)er were 
employed at ail the stations on the line of communi- 
cations in anxious endeavours to hasten forward tlie 
reinforcements wliich should relieve Gough at .lagdalak, 
and enable him to comply with Sir Frederick Roberts’s 
orders for the advance of the 1st Brigade on Kabul. 
The remaining 3 companies of the 51st Light Infatdiy 
and a wing of the 45th Sikhs at Jalalabad marched to 
(iandamak on the l(5th December and thence towards 
Jagdalak, closely followed by the remainder (jf tlie 
l.'ith Sikhs, a company of the 4th Gurkhas, ami the 
head-quarters of the 2nd Brigade under (Jcneral 
Arbuthnot. At the same time detachments of the 
12th Foot and 27th Punjab Inlantry moved from 
I’arikao to .lalalabad, and the remainder of the 12tli 
wilh 11-3, Royal Artillery, were ordered to advance as 
soon as reinforcements should reach I^andi Kotal from 
Peshawar. 

Meanwdiile on the 17th December a reconnaissance 
from Jagdalak Fort under JMajor Macnaghten. com- 
manding the 10th Bengal Lancers, co-operating with 
Major E. T. Thackeray, v.c., K.j':.,lrom Jagdalak Kotal, 
cleared the road between Jagdalak and J*ezwan and 
inflicted some loss on the enemy, wlio had taken up a 
position some 2 miles from the kotal. On the 18th the 
road was still further cleared by detachments from both 
places under Major F. F. Roweroft (4th (iurkhas) and 
Colonel F. Norman; and on the 19th the latter officer 
started from l*ezwan for Jagdalak with a convoy of 
1,200 animals, escorted by (>70 men of the 24th l*unjab 
Infantry and 2nd Gurkhas, and 2 guns. No. 4 Mountain 
battery. General Gough sent a force under Major 
C. J. C. Roberts, 9th Foot, to meet Colonel Nomian 

21 
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and to assist him in attacking and dispersing the 
Cihil’zais who assembled every day and, threatened the 
road b(?lo\v Jagdalak Kotal. Major Roberts found 
the enemy posted as on the previous day and an 
engagemeiit took place, the Ghilzais attempting to 
get I’ound his flank, 'i'his w'as met by Major Roberts, 
and immediately afterwards (h)lonel Norman came up 
and, bringing his guns into action, enfiladed the enemy's 
w'hole line, forcing them to retire with considerable loss, 
including their Icadei- Saiad Khan and his son among 
the wounded. Major Roberts then covered the passage 
of Colonel Norman’s convoy, wdiieh came into camp 
without the loss of a single animal, although tlie 
Ghilzais from the north .side made a daring attempt 
to get at it whilsv coming through the pass w'est of 
the kotal, wliicli w^as defeated by the steadiness of tin 
rear guard. 

Tin's reinforcement brought General C. (iough’s 
effective strength up to: 

(’iivalry , 242 

liitHutry . Mountaii) guns 

Colonel Norman also informed (itnieral C. Gough 
that he had arranged for another large convoy for the 
next tlay (tlie 20th December) with warm clothing and 
supj)lies, which duly arrived w'ithout mishap. 

Previous to the above engagements, Brigadier- 
General C'harles Gough had been informed by divi- 
sional head-quarters through I’ezwan that a large 
number of Ghilzais were collecting in his front, and 
that he w as on no account to risk his communications 
wdth Gandamak or a repulse, wdiich w'ould have the 
wt)rst possible effect on the whole line. He was further 
instructed that, under the circumstances, his advance 
on Kabul had become impossible. A little later it was 
iiotifled to him liy Cieuei'al Bright tlvat the Ghilzais 
wx've collecting in large numbers, not only in his front 
but also on his flanks, and threatening Pezw^an ; and, 
therefore, that it would be more judicious for him not 
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to jeopardise his connminieations with (Tandamak, an<l 
tiuit he should consequently retire and concentrate at 
that place. Having, liowever, been reinforced in the 
manner described, and finding that little s(M’ious opposi- 
tion was offered to the movement <»f troops, (General 
(iough )-eported to tlie Major-General on the 2()th that 
he hoped that the (ihilzais had now beeji eilectually 
dispersed, and that he proposed advancing to laitaband, 
whence he could communicate by heliograph w^ith 
Sherpur. He also enquired when he miglit cx()ect 
reinforcements to reach him. In reply (ieneial Bright 
told him that the 22nd Punjab Infantry w-as the only 
additional regiment which could be sent on until rein- 
forcements arrived frojii India, 'i'he proposed advance 
to LaUibaiid was, however, sanctione<l ; but in conse- 
(|uence of various items of intelligence received at 
.lalalabad, General Bright came to tlie conclusion that 
Brigadier-General Gough was not fully alive to the 
state of the country round him, since all information 
tended to show that tlie Ghilzais were collectiTjg in 
large numbers and were only w^aiting for Gough to 
advance to cut off his retreat. 'I’he Major-( General 
accordingly sent telegraphit^ instructions through 
Pczw'^an countermanding the advance on Jiataband 
until reinforcements shouhl arrive. But on the e\ oning 
of tlie same day (the 20th December) a telegram w'as 
received at divisional head-quarters from General ( Jough 
stating that he bad received fresh orders from Sir 
Frederick Roberts to advance on Kabul without delay, 
and that he proposed doing .so on the following day, 
reficdiing Seh Baba that day, I.iataband post (Samuch 
Mulla Umar) on the 22nd December, Butkhak on the 
23rd, and Kabul on the 24th of the month. 'Die message 
from the Liieutenant-General had been heliographed 
from Kabul to Ivataband, and thence sent on by a special 
messenger to Jagdalak. At the same time Colonel 
Hudson, commanding at I,ataband post, informed 
General Gough that he had supplies only up to the 
22nd December and that his men were on half rations. 
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Aeeortlingly. on the 21st Decembei% Brigadier- 
General Charles Gough commenced his march from 
Jagdalak fort with a column composed as follows : 


Artillery 


Infantry 


Native 

(«74) 


(.'olonel Non 



i:\ vnis. 

OtRct-rs. Me 

Ilazura Mountain Battery, 




Cajitain A. Broadfoot, r.a. 

4 

... 

... 

Foot, lieutenant Colonel 




M'. l>aunt . . . . 


17 

mi 

72 nd l!ighlandcr.s . 

... 

1 

45 

tind liurklias, MaJ<u* A. 




Battyi* .... 


0 

mi) 

4th Ciirklias .... 

... 

(> 

d77 

8a|>per.s. . . . . 

... 

0 

7«> 

Details ..... 

... 

... 

25 

''Fotal 

4 

;3G 

,402 

garrisons were left 

in 

the 

po 

k: 




Jtuidaidk Fort. 





. Men. 


10th l.riincers 

G 

210 


2nd CiirkliMs 


.1 4 sick. 

24tli Punjab Infantry . 

4 

4;vi 


Tohil . 

10 

if! 



Major "riiaekeray, 

V.C.. 11 . I*:. 


Jrfyflnhk Kolul, 


duns. Otfic’.ttn*. .Men. 


llaztira Mountain Battery 2 

... ... 

10th Benfj;*al Lancers 

12 

24tli Punjab Jntaiitry 

m 

Sappers ami Miners 

190 

Hoynl Kijgineers 

5 

Total . . 2 

5 252 


ljiouteua.nt-( 'olonel 
Itall-Aeton, olst -j 
lii/irht Infantry. 


Pexwun Kotal. 


(lunji. OffijiiTB. Men. 


lOtli Benpil 1-aiicer.s 

UA, K.n:A. . 

• ^ 

50 

51st Lig;bt Infantry 
cornpaiiies) . 

24t;b Punjab Intantry 

(- 

150 

(i 


eojnpaiiy) . 

. ... 

50 

Sapper.s and Miners 

. ... 

12 80 

1 otul . 

2 

12 mo 
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Having luilted on the night of‘the 21st at Seh Haha, 
Ooiigh reached Ivatahand post on the following day, 
alter a very harassing march owing to tlie breakdown 
of a large nninber of Indian camels, of which the 
transport chiefly consisted. Here he was joined by 
tlic garrison under C.oloncl J. Hudson, 2Sth Punjab 
Infantry. On the 23rd the united force inarched to 
the Logar River, where it was found that tlie bridge 
near Rutkhak liad been barricaded and shelter ti’enches 
made to defend the passage ; but tlie position was not 
oc(;upied, the enemy having abandoned their posts, and 
( Jencral Ciough was enabled to cross without opposition, 
and encamped near Ihitkhak with his main body the 
same evening. On arrival, (Tcneral Oough heard from 
native rumour that the Afghans had made a determined 
attack on Slicrpur that morning and had been defeated 
with heavy loss, 'rhis intelligence vvais confirmed by 
the receipt in the evening of a letter by messenger from 
Sir Frederick Roberts’s camp, which aclded the informa- 
tion that the enemy still remained in force in the villages 
and forts round Sherpur and in the Raia Hissar. The 
day was dull, and heliographic communication conse- 
quently impossible. 

At dawn, on the 24th December, the advance was 
continued. A dense fog made it almost impossible to 
see, and a heavy fall of snow in the night rendered 
the load over the eausew^ay across the marsh nearly 
impassalile for transport animals. On reaidiing the Siah 
Sang hills General Charles Gough occupied them with 
infantry, and turning to the riglit made for the Sherpur 
cantonments, leaving the hills on his left. On the march 
it became known that the Afghans had almost entirely 
dispensed during the night, and Cieneral Gough’s column 
entered Sherpur without opposition. 'Phus tlie junction 
between the Khyber and Kurrani Divisions was accom- 
filished ; but the communication witli Jagdalak was 
temporarily saspended owing to the abandonment of 
the Ijataband post. 

The advance of Gough’s brigade was the signal for 
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the threatened attacks on the posts on the line of 
coninuinieations. On the 23rd December, at 2 p.in., a 
vigorous eftbrt was made against Jagdalak Kotal by 
3,006 (ihil/ais, and the fighting lasted until ten at night, 
the enemy at one time approaching as near as 150 yards 
from the fort on tliree sides, 'rhe garrison, however, 
beljaved with tlie greatest steadiness, and the enemy 
was successfully driven off with some loss. The easuai- 
ties amongst the defenders were two sepoys killed, and 
Major Thackeray, \'.e. (commanding), ajid one sepoy 
wounded. 

M eanwhile the news of the attack had reached both 
Clandamak and Jagdalak Fort. From tlie former place 
Brigadier-tieneral Arbutlinot sent orders to Colonel 
liall-A.cton to proceed from I*ezAvan with 400 men to 
J’liackeray's relief; while Colonel Norman marched at 
dayl)reak from Jagdalak and reached the post on the 
kotal without o|)position, the enemy having dispersed. 
Here a heliogram was received announcing Colonel 
Ball-Acton’s approach, and Colonel Norman accord- 
ingly started to meet him, taking Major I’hackeray, 
who was sent to Safed Sang for treatment. On his 
return to the kotal, after carrying out this service. 
Colonel Norman was intercepted by Asmatulla Khan 
witli about 300 men, who gave some annoyance to the 
column, but was soon compelled to retire with some 
loss. J'his liad the effect of clearing the line for the 
time, and a convoy passing from Fezwan to Jagdalak 
on the 25th was not molested ; but the skirmish having 
.shown that Asmatulla >vas still out. Colonel Norman 
considered that the garrison of his outposts should be 
strengthened, that at least 800 infantry were required 
to hold Jagdalak and tlie kotal, and that the two gims 
should be at the latter place. Should the kotal be l<)st, 
he would have to retire, leaving his tents behind. 

Dn the evening of the 24th one of the posts at 
Dahmgai, near Choragali, was attacked and several 
Jdzdik'hh, cart-drivers, and doolie-bearers lulled, and 
others very, badly wounded. It was not known who 
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liaci committed this outrage, hut they were believed to 
be either Sliinwaris or Ivhugiauis. ^Vti attempt was 
made to follow up the enemy, but witliout siK^eess. 
Anotlier post at a zidrat near the Choragali Pass was 
also attacked, but tlie marauders were drivtaj oirby the 
garrison. 

During these events the forward movement of 
troops all up tlie line from l*esluiwar had been pro- 
ceeding steadily. A wing of the k'Jth Sikhs marched 
from (landamak to Pe/nvan, the head-tjuarters of the 
‘i’iiid Punjab Infantry had reacdied Rozahad, tlie 3rd 
Bengal C'a\ airy was at .lalalabatl, pait, of the Sth Bengal 
Infantry and two guns of I)-A, Royal Horse Artillery, 
at Dakka, while the remainder of the last-named battery 
and pait of the l-2.5th King’s Own Borderers had 
arrived at Laridi Ivotal. 

On the 2‘.)th December an attiiek was made on 
.lagdalak camp by a large force of Ohilzais under 
Asmatulla Khan, accompanied by Muhammad Hasan 
Klian, late Oovernor of .Jalalaliad, ajid I’aiz Muhain- 
inad Khan, formerly (;ommandant of Ali Masjid. 
'fhe attack was resisted with energy by tlie sn)all 
garrison of .lagdalak, and the ari’ival at 4 p.m. of 
Colonel Ball-Acton with reinforcements eonsisting of 
4 guns Hrik Royal Artillery, 3 companies of the olst, 
and 0 companies of the 45th Rattray’s Sikhs soon 
completed the dispersion of the enemy. In this affair 
Lieutenant 1. I^. Wright, Royal Artillery, was killed 
by a musket-shot as the guns were being laid. The 
enemy w’^ere said to liaie suffered heavily. 

On the same day (29th December) laeutenant- 
Colonel A. R. D. Mackenzie, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, set 
out from Jalalabad to Barikao, whence on the 30th lie 
marched through Shershai against a cluster of villages, 
named Banda, Khadi and Roghani, whicli were supposed 
to be sheltering some of the Shiiiwari perpetrators of 
the outrage near Ali Boghan on the 24tli. tiis column 
w^as composed of 1 troop of the Carabiniers, 3 troops 
3rd Bengal Cavalry, 2 guns C-3, Royal Artillery, 
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2 companies l-12th Foot, 70 rirtes 27th Punjab Infantry, 
and 20 Madras Sappers. After a difficult march of 12 
miles, the valley in which the villages lie was reached 
and file place completely surrounded. The chiefs were 
then summoned, and ten of them having been taken 
as hostages, the column returned to Barikao without 
opposition or further incident. 

During the week every exertion was made to 
strengthen the posts on the line of communications. 
I’clegraphic communication with Jagdalak was re- 
established ; and, in spite of rumoui’s of proposed 
attacks at various points, it appeared that the gatherings 
of tribesmen had dispersetl, smd the year closed quietly.' 

^ For cniMjMJsition, ami stmigth on tlio ol.st Decenilwr, see 

Appendices XIV'. and XV^ 
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THK MOVEMKNIS OK THE KANDAHAR FIELD FORCE FROM 
SEPTEMHER, 187!L TO MARCH, 1!K!0; AND I HE MAR{ H OF 
THE OHA/Nl FORCE f:NDER SIR DONALD SI EU ARr FROM 
KANDAHAR TO NOR'IH AF(iH ANISTAN. 

'I’he news of the outbreak at Kabul and of the massacre 
there of the Hritish Kcsidciit and his escort reac-licd the 
Field Force in Soutliern Afghanistan when tlic troops 
were in process of witlidrawal from Kandaiiar to Pcshin 
in accordance witli the 'Preaty of Ciandamak (Chapter V.). 
'Pile head-quarters were still at Ivandahai’, but tlie 
remainder of the troops were distributed at vaiious 
places along tlie line, as follows : 

Jf Kaudahar, 

M)th lioTjpfiil 2-OOtli Killes. 

li-ll, Royal Artillery- loth Sikhs;. 

At Ahdifl tlahmmt. 

(I-l l, Royal Artillery. j oDth I 'oot (vviiiti). 

.*lr<l iiurkhas (wiii^). 

At Mandi fHnsnr, 

2oth Punjab Inranlry. 

At (dutman. 

2iid .Punjab (Aivalry. | Royal Artillery. 

21)th Bombay Infarjitry. 

At A r amid Kar(’Z. 

A-B^ Royal Horse Artillery. j T>-2, Royal Artillery. 

5tHii iMjot. 

On tlvi Kakar Lom> 

1st Punjab (.’aviilry. 

At KhmiidU Khan Kata. 

;lrd Sind Horse. | ‘2nd Sikbs. 

On the .5th September telegi'aphie orders were 
(iespatehed by the Quartennastei-tieneral in India to 

32'J 
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Sir Donakl Stewart, cornnimKliiig the Field Force, for 
all troops noi’th of Peslvin to move back to Kandahar, 
Every effort was at once made to prepare tlie force for 
renewed service ; tlie transport was carefnlly overhauled ; 
the troops themselves were medically inspetded, and 
those unfit for field service were sent back to Quetta, 
where a base hospital was established ; commissariat 
yaitls were re-opened, and orders issued for tlic purchase 
of wood, grain, and hhvHd ; telegraph stores which had 
starfed for Feshin were sent back to Kandahar; and 
arrangements were made to keep all bell-tent eejuipage 
in readiness for a sudden niove on Kabul. 

The 15th Sikhs, who had on the previous day 
vacated the citadel of Kandahar, re-oecupied it on the 
5th with the consent and at the personal request of the 
(Jovenior; the OOth RiHes moved from camp on the 7tfi 
Septembc'r arx! re-occupied the barracks, which tliey 
had \’acated preparatory to commencing their march 
to I’eshin ; on the 8th the head-quarters of the 
2nd Infantry Hrigatle returned to the capital, anti 
within ten days the whole t)f the Field Force was 
re-assembled. 

Sir Donald Stew^art now (13th September) proposed 
that .D-2, Royal Artillery, should return to India, while 
a wing of the 55)th Foot, the 1st Punjab Cavalry, and a 
company t)f the 2nd Sikhs were to be located at Gidistan 
Karez, and orders were given for hutting to be pushed 
fortvard at that place. 

On the l()th September the Comraander-in-Chief 
informed the Oovernment of India that he considered 
it desirable that a demonstration should be made in 
some strength from Kandahar tow'ards Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
and that lie had therefore instructed Sir Donald 
Stewart, in anticipation of tlie sanction of (government, 
to direct a movement of the sort to be carried out in 
such strength as he might consider desirable ; that he 
had impressed on Sir Donsdd at the same time, that the 
presence of some heavy guns, which were ready to 
move, would add to the effect of the operations, and 
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would induce the belief that these troops were to 
;idv«‘ince on Kabul. 

'riiis reeonnaissaiure was jiot to j)roc>eed further than 
Naorak, the second uuireh beyond Kalat-i-Glvilzai. 'Fhc 
2nd Infantry Urij^ade, under Ilrijrt'adier-tleneral R. .1. 
Hughes, with fiv'e field guns and two heavy guns, was 
detailed for tlie movcinent, and the (lovertjor of Kalat- 
i-(»hilzai was requested to arrange i'or sujrplies and 
postal conununications as far as l*ul-i-Sang. 

On the 23rd September tlu; brigade inarched from 
Kandahar, 1,418 strong, with 1,2<S(> ibllowers, composed 
of the following corps : 


( 'art! Inf. 

*2u(l l^llljal» ( 'imiliy, ('oloiit'i r, (i. Kcimt dy. 

A rtWrnj. 

<1-4, RoViil Artillory., .Mijor Sir .f. VV'. C .iinplM ll, H.irt. 

(i-l K Muyal Artilli'vy* Miijor A. 'rillard. 

Koyjil Artillery, Major N. II. Harris, 

Hn ti .v/i ht/ft n I rjf . 

oOtl) Lieutoriaiit-( oloriel J. Lawson. 

Native infantry, 

3rd (liirkhas, ( Viluiud A. PaU'rson, 

2I)th Bomliay lidiuitry, Lioiitenant (V>) ornd <>. V. 'ranner. 

Rrigadier-Geircral R. J. Hughes reached Kbcl-i- 
Akhirnd on the 20th and Kalat-i-Ohilzai on the 30th 
Septerrrber without experiencing any opp(*sition. At 
the latter place it soon became evident tliat tluj power 
of the governor to make arrangeraerrts for supplies was 
small, as the headmen of the Hotak and 'I’okhi clans of 
the Ghilzais declined to bring in anything unless they 
dealt directly with the Ui’itish Comnrissariat oflrcer. 

A further advance of the brigade to Ghazni was 
discussed, but the idea was abandorred in consequence 
of the lack of trairsport and supplies. The bmit of the 
recorrrraissanee was, however, extended to Ab-i-Tazi, 
one inarch beyond Naorak. Accordingly an advance 
force, consisting of two guns each from G-4 aird 11-11 
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Batteries, and deriichinents of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 
59th Foot, 3rd Gurkhas, and 29th Bombay Infantry, 
inardied bora Kalat-i-Ghilzai under Brigadier-General 
Hughes, and aiTived at Naorak on the 9th October and 
at Tazi on the following day. Here a halt of several 
days was made, which was occupied with reconnaissance 
work, 'rhe supplies of the neighbourhood were already 
beginning to run short, when rumours became rife of 
the assembling at Aghao Jan and Marta/a Kala, under 
tlie leadership of Saliib Jan, the son of a Taraki Ghilzai 
malik of inHuence, of a body of men to attack the 
troops at Tazi. On this the Brigadier determined to 
move forward to Shalijui, wliere lie was informed that 
the Ghilzais were gathering, being induced to adopt this 
course by the increasing scarcity of supplies round Tazi 
and by the consideration tliat an advance would be 
more advisable than a retirement. 

Accordingly, at 1.30 a.m. on the 24^1 October, 
Colonel Kennedy, commanding the 2nd I’unjab Cavalry, 
accompanied by Ahmad ,Ian, an influential 'I’okhi 
Ghilzai chief, marched from camp with 150 sabres of 
his own regiment, 2 guns of 11-11 Mountain Battery, 
80 rifles of the 59th Foot, and 100 rifles of the 29th 
Bombay Infantry. J'he Brigadier intended to follow 
in support with the remainder of his force, namely, 
1| squadrons 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 2 guns G'4, Royal 
Artillery, 1 gun 11-11, Royal Artillery, one company 
59th Foot, and 4 conqianies 3rd Cnirkhas. 

Shortly before daylight, and at about the tenth mile 
from camp, Ahmad Jan pointed out a fire some distance 
m advance, saying that it was the watch tire of the 
enemy’s piequet on the road. The country on either 
.side was too rough for troops to move over in the dark ; 
and knowing froin a previous reconnaissance that the 
village was still 2 miles distant. Colonel Kennedy 
directed Captain J. H. Broome, 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 
to advance with his squadron, 65 sabres strong, and a 
few rifles of the 2nd Baluchis (29th Bombay Infantry) 
andj under cover of a volley from the latter, to drive id 
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tlie picquet. He was then to push on with liis own 
men to Shahjui, and observ'e tlic movements of such of 
the enemy as might be present at that ])laee. 

Captain Hroome surprised t)»e piequet, killing five 
men and caj>turing three ponies. A few jvien, however, 
escaped to Shahjui and gave the alarm. 

Captain liroomc then advanced rapidly along the 
road, and seized an isolated mound in the plain before 
the village. Uy this time it w’as beginning to got light, 
and tlie enemy, in number about 200 horse and 700 
foot, came streaming out towards the mound. Hut 
Colonel Kennedy and tlie remainder of the troo{)s were 
near at hand ; on seeing them the ( Jhilzais halted 
irrcsolutelj'^ about half a mile off, and the guns and 59th 
having opened fire, the enemy declined battle and 
moved off towards the left, 'fhe troops followed and 
a running fight began, which was continued for about 
0 miles over a difficult country. Tlie guns openeil fire 
occasionally on groups driven together by the cavalry, 
and the latter now and then dismounted and used their 
carbines ; but the infantry could not get within range, 
and the enemy’s horse declined altogether to be tempted 
into a combat. 

At last the enemy reached a high hillock suri’oundcd 
by broken ground. The summit had been the site of 
fiji old tort, and the ruins of an outwork still existed at 
the foot of the rising. Here the Cxhilzais halted, those 
on foot planting two standards on the top of the hillock, 
Mdiile the horsemen retired behind it. 'riiereupon 
Colonel Kennedy ordered the 59tl\, under Captain E. H. 
Sartorius, to seize the outwork and to work round the 
foot of the hill until the horsemen were under his 
fire. At the same time the guns prepared to open fire, 
supported by the 2nd Baluchis. 

Captain Sartorius was soon in possession of the 
ruins at the foot of the hillock, and, moving round it, 
got within sight of the enemy’s horse at the very 
moment that two shells, intended for the top of the 
hillock, dropped among them. Shifting their ground, 
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tlie (-ihilzai horsemen came in view of the squadron 
under Captain Proome, who, iiaving a troop dismounted, 
gave them a volley, and again mounting, retired slowly. 
Somewhat unexpectedly the Ghilzais at once dashed 
after him, led by Sahib Jan in person. Msijor F. loanee 
with another squadron of the 2nd I’unjub Cavalry was, 
however, in readiness, and charged the enemy in flank. 
At the same time (^ajrtain Broome w'heeled about and 
met the enemy in front. A spirited hand-to-hand 
combat ensued, in whi(‘h the (ihilzais were overthrown 
and driven otf the field, losing their standard, and 
leaving their leader and fifteen men dead on the 
ground. Slier Jan, bi'other to Sahib Jan, was among 
the wounded. 

The main body of the enemy now dispersed in all 
directions over a c.ountry so much enclosed that pursuit 
was impraetieable. A few men, how'^ever, still clung 
to tlie hillock, and Captain Sartorius ivas ordered to 
take it. 'Fhe summit could only be gained by one 
narrow zig-zag path, up ivhich Captain Sartorius slowly 
climbed, follow' ed by fifteen of his men. The remainder 
kept down tl)e fire of the defendei’s. Only seven of 
the enemy remained on the hillock, and these sprang 
up and threw' themselves on the first of the assailants 
that gained the top. 'I'hey were all killed after a 
desperate struggle, in W'hich a private of the 59th ivas 
cut dowti, anti Captain Sartorius wounded on both 
hands. This officer afterwards received the Victoria 
Cross for his gallant conduct on the occasion. 

Fifty-six dead bodies of the enemy were counted 
in all, so that their total loss w'as certtiinly considerable. 
iVmong the troops one man of the 59th Foot was killed 
and one officer wounded. The 2nd Punjab Cavalry 
also had one man killed and no less than twenty-seven 
wounded, all in the combat with the enemy’s horse. 
In this mOlee Captain Broome, after cutting down two 
of the enen)y, had his horse killed under him, and 
received a sword cut on the head. Two native officers 
were also Avounded. The two squadrons had four horses 
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killed and twelve horses wounded, all by the swoi-d 
or lance. 

(volonel Kennedy’s detachment rejoijied the 
remainder of the brigade at Shahjui the same day, 
■ind the force encamped there ; the neighbouring 
v illagers brought in supplies freely ; water was plentiful 
and the grazing for camels found to be abundant. 

The political and military advantages of t,bis affair 
were decidedly good ; the threatened attack of the 
enemy, whose numbers had been daily increasing, was 
fiirestalled, and the additional prestige of taking the* 
initiative was also secured. 

On the 2(5th October the return march was begun, 
and the brigade arrived at Kandahar on the 8th Nov ember 
after lea,\ ing at Kalat-i-Gliilzai a garrison (jomposed of 
1 svpiadron of the 2nd Ihmjab Cavalry, 2 gims each 
of G-4 and 11-11, Royal Artillery, 2 companies 5f)th 
Foot, and the 20th Rombay Infantry (2nd Raluehis). 
By the beginniTvg of December all these troops wci'c 
hutted, and supjjlics were being freely brought into 
Ivalat-i-Ghilzai. 

During the past weeks the work of laying down a 
line of rail towards Sibi had been pushed foi’ward. 
.lacobabad was reached at tlie beginning of Novembei*, 
and the line was to be completed to JNlittri by the eivd 
of January, 1880. It was not yet decided whether it 
should be continued through the Rolan Pass and 
Quetta, or by the Harnai Pass to I’eshin. 

J'owards the latter part of November Sir Richard 
Temple, Governor of Bombay, paid a visit to Kandahar, 
travelling by the Gwajha I’ass and Dara ravine, wiiich 
route he recommended for the extension of the railway 
to Kandahar. 

The month of December was occupied in corre- 
spondence between Lieutenant-General Stewart and 
the Commander-in-Chief on the one haiid, and the 
Government of India on the other, regaiding the 
further movements from Kandahar and the relief of 
the Bengal troops in the South Afghanistan Field 
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Force. 1'lie Comniander-iu-Chief was especially in- 
sistent on the importance of Brigadier-General Phayre’s 
brigade being moved forward immediately to Quetta 
and Peshin in order to set free the 19th Ihmjab 
Infantry, 2nd Sikhs, and 3rd Sind Horse, w^ho would 
then advan(*e to Kandahar. This he eonsidei’ed 
necessary in view (»f the rising of the tribesmen around 
Kabul, an example which might at any moment be 
followed by VV'^cstern Afghanistan. Accordingly, on the 
23rd December the N'iceroy sanctioned the advance of 
the reserve bi’igade ((Jeneral Phayre’s) to Quetta and 
Peshin, the brigade lield in readiness under Brigadier- 
(rcneral Burrows being mo\'ed u]> to Lake their places 
in the lower Bolan. 

Correspondence at the same time continued on the 
.subject of an advaiu^e of all tlic Bengal troops, under 
Lieutenant-General St,e\vart, tVom Kandahar in the 
spring through Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and Ghazni to Kabul; 
and on the lOth January the I Jeutenant-General was 
asked to state fully for the Commander-in-Chiers 
information his views aiul proposals with regard to 
his projected advance ; in reply he sent a detailed 
despatch on the 13th as follows : 

“ EstiiYuiting that the troops to v’clieve the Bengal 
Division might commence movement from Dadar by 
the 10th February, and that they must be dependent 
for movement as tar as CJiaman upon the cart-train 
established, and working upon the stage system as far 
as Quetta, it is nev^essary to calculate upon twelve 
stages from the base to Quetta itself, from which point 
to Chainan is seven marches No more than one 
hundred carts, each carrying six maunds, copld be made 
available every second day for an organised movement 
of troops, —that is, a half battahon of native infantry 
or two companies of European infantry could be des- 
patched every second day; and granting the most 
favourable conditions of weatJier, it is deaf that the 
troops to relieve the Bengal Division could hot 
assembled at Kandahar before the end of Mareh, 
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Meanwhile, the 'rransport Departinerit would have 
piirehased a sulKeieney of caiticls to ecpiip the division 
to move forward, as well as the number neeessary to 
e(juip a portion of the troops arriving in relief, as a 
movable cohnnn. 

“The troops belonging to the Bengal Army, wliioh 
J would propose to take forward at the end of JMareh, 
may be taken at the following strength : 




Er-RonKW?*, 

1 

! E< 

noi-K.v 


N.muj'. 








Sn K. 


Tno.o--;. 



'J 

1 


y n 










■f 

Bogirnont or linttery. 


.is? 












Si 

U « 

A 

'43 

o 3^ 


.i 

1 

. 

d 

i 





-SI 


o 

V 1 


f-: 








'r « 
















y. •*' 

















■ 


— 

..i; 1 

A-J{, Ib.yjtl ilorse 













lew .... 

4 

Hd 

•122 

;» 

0 

V 




2);j 

21 

287 

b d \ 

(1-1, Loyal Artillery 

1 

l.il 


i 

• 1 

10 





2 IS 


11-11, Hoy » 1 A rt i 1 1 e ry 


7,. 

38 

1 

14 

1:. 



i7i; 

1 = ‘ 

iw.'. 


Total . 

18 

;a« 

313 


2i» 



... 

(.il2 

OS 

o.MO 


li<t. Ibinjal) Cavalry . 

. ..... 

.. 

.. 

r, 




.210 


88:; 

2ff 

lOO 


ijtui E’ni'liil) Ciiviilry 

?» 


9 




8 lb 

bS 

41H 


.bOO 

S ( 

B'lli IJoug.il LarjceT>i 

H 


s 




408 

0 

800 

M) 

4 l« .i 


'I'otal 

2C 


22 


... 



:::t 

1,107 


L827 


i-fOth mile:4 . 

•yn 

718 

T M > 


21 1 

21 

... 


212 

01 

278 


loth Sikba 

a 

... 

3 

2 

i 

2 

tioO 

17 


' 231 

IK 

ilotb Punjab Jjjfaritry 

V 




I 


702 


2*.0 

21 

2N4 


' Totfil . 

?.‘J 

718 

7-1 

- 

21 1 

23 

1,o!>2 

!8 

OS.J 

107 

7“! 

- S - ( 

bdth Kegiuieiii 

28 


7f-d 


10 j 

10 



.M.-1 

.bO 

,"0I 

- y ■ 

/ C- 

.“rd Httrkhar:', . 

i 


«) 


•! 


.blil 

0 

170 

40 

2.10 

Sffi i 

i!ii<l •Sikha 



•• 


i 

1 



21 

f.bo 

n;, 

SI.... 1 

3bb 

Total . , 

:;4. 

7;»S 

1 71*2 


j# ! 



80 

1,017 

lib 

1,132 


No. 4 Compfiny, SapJ’‘'^'s 












and Wimors . 

•J 

7 

10 




I0r> 

7 

184 

1b 

ll!f 

> W J 

No. 10 Colli jaiuy, Siipi»t:r« 












i 

and MitUM'H . 

1 

r.i 


1 


1 

O'j 

b 

.1 27 

14 

i 1 

f: o ( 







! 

l.,_ 





V 

Total , 

4 

•12 1 

10 

r y 

1 


1 i 

I 

20-1 

12 

201 

2’* I 

i 200 

► / 

! llojal Artillery 

13 

tl 

3-18 

1 8 

r.r^ 

■ 

i 

t ... ' 

i ' 

■ 012 

l’..s 

iiyo 

^ V'* I 

Cavalry . . 

lat inf.aat j y lliig.'vdfi 

il2 

1 ••• 

o-> 


i ... 


h.^s 

‘ 88 i 

ILI!»7 

128 

' 1,32b 

d - 1 

32 

1 713 

7iE 

j 2 

! 21 

0;j 

1L8V*2 

A>'-> 

O.^tl 

lOV 

7ul 

-L', ^ *5 < 

2nd Iiijfiuiivy Brigafle 

34 

! 7r.s 

7!*2 

i 

1 10 

To 

■ 1 , l^*’' 

30 

1.017 

11. 4 

; 1,182 

•5 .^>3 1 

ffi \ 

(b'appom and M incr« 

4 

J2 

TO 

:■ 1 

1 

1 


12 

201 

l.r!. 

. 290 

Guanl) To rAL , 

10b 

l.Slf. 

1,018 

»i 

j 00 

0<» 

j 8,840 

123 

3,771 
J 

I-HT 
i ^ 

; 4,21.8 


‘ inolnding cninel-drivoTH, in;iy he c«t.injRtcd approximately. 



{m GHAZNI 

“ The transport allowed for their ocpiipment would 
be given in strict accordance wdth the scale authorised 
in Qiiartermaster-fienerar.s circular of September, 
1879, surplus baggage of officers and the extra kit 
of troops and followers being i-eturncd to India by the 
Ucjlan route. Sick soldiers and follow’ers wdll be 
despatched to India by the same route, preparatory to 
movement. 

“ The above force, comprising two brigades infantry, 
one brigade cavaby, one battery Royal Horse Artillery, 
one liglit Held battery, and one mountain battery, wi{li 
ordnance reserves fbi* two months, would carry a suffi- 
ciency of* Huropcan supplies for two months and native 
supplies for seven days, exclusive ot* wood, and grain 
for horses and cattle ; two days’ supply of grain for 
horses w'ould, however, be taken. At the season w'hcn 
it W'ill have been found possible to effect the relief 
in eontemplation, a sufticiency of forage will be pro- 
curable throughout the entire route, and due notice 
being giAX'n, it is consideiod possible to arrange for the 
laying in of supplies of grain, aUa, and g/ii at the 
various stages as far as the neighbourhood of Mukur, 
from which point to (iha'/ni the arrangements to 
be made for obtaining supplies itiust depend upon tlie 
attitude of the inliabitants ; but a cultivated district is 
passed tlirough and the requirements of the force could 
be met, 

“ 'I'he present condition of the fortifications at 
(sliazni is such that it is not necessary to take the 
4()-pounder guns with the force moving forward ; 
indeed, the presence of the heavy battery during a 
movement in the direction of Cihazni and Kabul could 
only be an encumbrance, and I would, therefore, 
strongly recommend th.at tliis battery return to India : 
it should leave Kandahar early in Februaiy. The 
services of the 19th Punjab infantry may also be 
dispensed w ith, and 1 would propose that this regiment 
escort the heavy battery from Quetta. 

“In considering, as above, the arrangements to be 
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made for the movement oP the Henga,! troops nnilcr my 
coinnuind, in accordance with your telegram of' the 
10th instant from Calcutta, I have estimated that the 
troops to reach Kandahar in relief could not do so 
before the end of March. Should it, however, he 
possible to expedite the des])atch t)f the ti’oops under 
orders of movement from Bombay, I would ui’ge the 
advisability of so doing, it being in my oivinion in every 
respect desirable that the movement of the division 
to marcli from hence should commence, if jvossible, 
!is early as the 21st March next,” 

In the course of the next few days instructions 
relative to tlie execution of this relief of the Bengal 
Division were issued to tlic Gov'ernment of Bt)mbay. 
and by General Stewart to Brigadier-General Phayre at 
Dadar. Arrangements had already been made by the 
lloinbay Government for the relief of Phayre’s brigade, 
and on the Toth January tlie Lieutenant-General was 
informed that the .5th, lOth, and 2Hth Bombay Infantry 
would reach Jacobabad for that purpose tni the 25th of 
the same month. 

Towards the end of ,Ianuary definite instructions 
were sent to General Stewart to hold all tlie troops 
under his command, which were originally drawn from 
tlie Bengal Presidency, in readiness to move in relief as 
a division, with the object of their returning to India 
either tlu'ough the Bolan or vid (iha/ni ; and he was in- 
formed that the following relieving corps would lie at, 
or beyond, Jacobabad by the 17th February : 

2nd Siixl Horst; (Miijor M. M. Carpciidak;). 

Poona Hoi'st: (Colt)iiel C. d’lT. Iji Toufhc). 

E-B, R.II.A. (Major (J. F. Blaokuood). 

C2, R.A. (Major 1 ’. II. Grt:ig). 

2-7th Royal Fusilioi-s (I,ieutenaiit.-Colonel A. G. Daiibeiiy). 

66th Foot; (Lieiitenant-Colonel .1. Galbraith). 

4th Bombay Infantry ((Jolonol W. Baimornian). 

10th Bondrny Infantry (Colom;! H. H. rlaincs). 

A reserve division was also warned and equipped by 
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the Bombay Government in accordance with instruc- 
tions on same date, consisting of : 

( 1 si Sind Ilonse. 

. « 1st Ijight Cavalry. 

[ Si-d light Cavalry. 

. 3rd Homlmy Infantry, 

f F-2, R.A. ' 

’ 1, 24th Bmnljfiy Infantry. 

D-ll., R.H. A. 

2-1 Ith Foot (wing). 

2-1 .Ith Foot. 

9th Ikinibay Infantry. 

2.‘lrd lloinlmy Infantiy, 

. 2-1 1th Foot (head-(|iiartc!i's and wing). 

About the same time General Stewart’s detailed 
estimate of transport necessary for the march of his 
division {iiududing the heavy battery and the 19th 
Punjab Infantry, which the Government of India con- 
sidei'ed should accompany his column), was furnished 
as follows to the Quartermaster-Cieneral : 

MUitary 

Ordnance Department . . . 3,300 camels. 

EngiiKHrrs’ Fiehl FiU’k . . . TOO „ 

General Hospital .... 50 „ 

Su])plics and Commissariat . . 1.50 „ 

Reserve ...... 2,600 ,, 

Tohd . . 6,800 „ 

In addition to the above, 500 mules were required 
for equipment, and I’rom 500 to 1,000 mules as reserve. 

'rhe month of February opened with a few days 
of very severe weather; the Bolan pass was blocked 
with snow, and all movements were brought to a stand- 
still. By the 7th, however, the road was reopened for 
traffic, and the forward movement of troops continued 
steadily all along the line throughout the month. 

On the 10th February Lieutenant-General Stewart, 
in reply to enquiries as to the date on which he could 


Jacohahad 

Sukhtr , 
Hydmihad 

Karavki 
liomhay . 
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begin his march, intimated tliat he lioped to move 
by the 15th JMarch, by which date a brigade of the 
Horabay Division would have reached Kandahar. He 
proposed to send a brigade by Mamf to Kalat-i-Chilzai 
about the 1st March to transfer supplies fr<)in the 
Arghastan V^alley to that of the 'Farnak ; the remainder 
of the division was to move by brigades from Kandahar 
to Kalat-i-Ghil'/ai, and the force would be assembled at 
Ghazni between the 10th and the 15th April. 

'J'he I Jenteri ant- General also communicated to the 
Bombay Government alKnit this date his views as to 
the most suitable transport for the force moving 
towards Kandahar to relieve him. He considered that 
all transport in advance of the Khojak shoidd be such 
as could be utilised in a forward moveiTicnt beyond 
Kandahar, and for this purpose camels and mules only 
■sliould be employed. If a suHieicncy of such transport 
were kept up, it could work back to where the regular 
cart-train ended. Kala Abdidla was the most con- 
venient changing station, and must remain so until the 
road over the Khojak was made fit for wliceled trans- 
port. The number of carts constituting a daily train 
vvliich could be kept up was limited by the restricted 
amount of forage which could be collec^ted in the Rolan 
during the winter months. Ponies, as procured from 
India, were, lie considered, worthless for transport, pur- 
poses. Pack-bullocks and donkeys, as well as hired 
camels, coidd advantageously be employed by the 
Commissariat Department as reserve transport, and 
every endeavour .should be made to supplement Govern- 
ment transport by hired carriage. For the former 
attendants could with difficulty be procured at the sinile 
of wages fixed, and any increase of pay was to be depre- 
cated as affecting the position of the native soldier. 

During this month some correspondence passed 
between Sir Donald Stewart and head-quarters regard- 
ing the lines of communication and the projected 
Hamai-Kandahar railway. The fine had been com- 
pleted to Sibi, the Harnai route had been selected for 
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its furtlier extension, and a cart road had also been 
completed as far as Hamai. Writing on the 5th March, 
the 1 iieutenant-Oeneral strongly advocated the extension 
of this line from Gwal along tlie Surkliab drainage, by 
Nya I Jazar to Kala Abdulla, but on further investigation 
it was found that the advantages of this route were 
doubtful, and a decision of the question was accordingly 
deferred. 

Meanwhile the progress made with the Harnai road 
and railway pointed to an abandonment of the Holan 
route at no <listant date, and this prospect materially 
altered the conditions under which it had been proposed 
to erect shelter for the officers and establishments of 
the Transport Department at Sibi, and at the stages 
on the Bolan line. Sir Donald Stewart now considered 
that it would be sufficient to erect temporary roof- 
shelter under which transport officials could pitch their 
tents in the hot weather. 

The question of transport for Sir Donald Stew'ait’s 
division was one which continued to occupy the 
attention of the Lieutenant-General. The estimated 
requirements w'ere increased by the necessity of carrying 
warm clothing for the troops ; while 140 camels were 
needed for the transport of treasure, of which it was 
estimated that 1,871,000 rupees would be required, 
ft w'as, however, found extremely difficult to purchase 
camels in the Kandahar district during March, a fact 
which appeared to arise from the severe weather of the 
preceding month, the high rate of hire given by the 
Commissariat Department, the long drought, which 
had necessitated tlie removal of camels by their owners 
to inaccessible districts where water was procurable, 
and the rise in the market value of these animals. The 
Director of Transport was accordingly requested, in 
view of the forward movement in contemplation, to 
use every endeavour to spare the camels belonging to 
the regimental equipment of corps which were under 
orders to move, and Sir D. Stewart wished that UP 
more Government carriage should be despatched frblh 
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Kandahar, all iiecesstuy commissariat stores being 
In-ought forward on hired cattle. 

On tlie 15th March the Assistant Quartcrniaster- 
tk'.neral, Kandaliar Field Force, communicated to the 
Director of Transport, in the following memorandum, 
the IJeutenant-Cienerars views as to tlie systematising 
of this use of hired transpoi-t : 

“'J’here are three points along the line to which 
hired carriage may be drawn : (i) At the base, Sibi, the 
owners of Brahui camels will contract at fixed rates 
for the conveyance of loads to Quetta tliroughout the 
greater portion of the year, and although, as tlieir 
experience extends, they may become willing to niake 
journeys to Kandahar itself, it seems advisable to limit 
tivcir operations to the portion of the line between tlie 
base and Quetta to wliich they are accustomed, and 
where they are more or less known ; as the regular 
cart-train will work between Quetta and Kala Abdulla 
throughout the year, the entertainment of liired carriage 
at Quetta will only be necessary under exceptional 
circumstances, as at the present time, when a, large 
number of troops and stores are being brought forward 
at once, (ii) Kala Abdulla, the stage at Mdn(;h the 
cart-train stops, becomes, therefore, the second j)oint 
to which hired carriage should be drawn. At Kala 
Abdulla, I*eshin carriage proper may be entertained 
for trips to Kandahar, and some carriage belonging to 
residents on this side of the Khojak can be procured, 
while, in a short time, the owmers of camels in Shorawak 
may be expected to bring them forward for hire. A 
large portion of the carriage available at Kala Abdulla 
consists of donkeys, (iii) Kandahar is the third point 
at which hired carriage can be engaged, either for 
Working forw^ard towards Kalat-i-Ghilzai, or backwards 
towards Kala Abdulla, or tor stocking the posts along 
the line of communication. 

“ The employment of hired carriage relieves troops 
from the arduous duty of furnishing escorts with 
convoys, arid admits of the necessary rest being given 
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to caiiiels belonging to the military equipment of 
troops, and to brigade and departmental reserve. The 
price which is already paid for hired carriage in conse- 
quence of the exceptional demands made on Government 
transport during the past year is, however, excessively 
high ; and it must be remeTubered that in advocating 
the equipment of a large number of troops at Kandahar 
with field carriage, the intention has been to employ 
this transport in bringing forward supplies from the 
terminus of the c-art-train, whenever the General Officer 
("ominanding the troops may consider it possible to do 
so, while in arranging transport for treasure and warlike 
stores, which are placed under militaiy escorts, it is 
always necessary to use Government camels. 

“ The pilfering which is liable to occur during the 
transfer of stores l)y hired transport can only be properly 
checked by the weighing of loads previous to despatch 
and upon receipt, a regular invoice being sent witli 
each consignment, 1 am, however, to suggest that it 
is necessary to discontinue the despatch of stores at 
irregular intervals, whenever owners of carriage declare 
their willingriess to start, and to arrange the entei*- 
tainment of hired transport in accordance with a fixed 
time-table worked forward from the base. The control 
of carriage in this manner can be best arrived at by the 
employment t)f caravan-hiViJm and a regular weekly or 
bi-weekly despatch. 

“The owners of carriage are well known, and it 
can be arranged to let them understand througli the 
caravan -bashi how many camels or donkeys will be 
required on each occasion, if regular notice of all 
despatches from the base is psissed along the line. A 
cai’avan-hashi should accompany each batch of hired 
animals,^ and should be responsible for the stores 
entrusted to him, biking them over formally at the 
stage of departui*e and obtaining a receipt on deliveryv 

“ The management of hired carnage and the control 
of its cost are matters which very materisdly affect 
arrangements comiected with the supply and mo vehierit 
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of troops, and influence the market of the coimtry ; the 
Lieutenant-General is therefore anxious thsit these points 
receive close attention.” 

On the 0th March General Phayre, c.ii., and staff, 
with head -quarters 1st liomhay Infantry, escorting 
5-11, Royal Artillery, and ordnance stores, arrived at 
Kandahar ; General I’hayre was forthwith directed to 
assume command of the Kandahar garrison. 

In the afternoon of Monday, L'lth March, Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Donald Stewart received the 
principal mullas and headmen of the city and sur- 
rounding villages in darbar. He addressed them at 
length, recapitulating the causes whicli had led to the 
occupation of Kandahar by the Rritish, and pointing 
out the desire of the Rritish (iovernment to leave 
Afghanistan to he governed hy Afghans, as proved by 
tlic establishment of Sardar Sher .^Vli Khan as VV’ali or 
Viceroy of Kandahar. He then proc^eeded to condemn 
the serjseless and disgraceful outrages by fanatics on 
British officers and soldiers, attributing much of the 
blame for such deeds to the evil counsels of some of 
the mullas, and he concluded l)y warning his ht;arers 
that a continuance of such outrages would ceitaijily be 
punished by measures which should be felt by the whole 
community, and which would ensure the severe punish- 
ment of all in any way connected with the wretched 
individuals who were thus made the tools of designing 
men not less guilty than themselves. 

The General then dismissed the assemblage, inform- 
ing them of his own approaching departure, and stating 
that the policy inaugurated by him under the orders of 
Government would certainly be continued by his suc- 
cessor as long as the people behaved with loyalty to the 
Sardar and the Government. 

On the 13th March an attempt had been made by 
the inhabitants of some Tokhi Ghilzai villages to cut 
oft* a convoy of mules with bkma between Takir in 
Mizan and Kalat-i-Ghilzai. On the 17th a force of 
the fbllowing strength, under I^ieutenant-Colonel J. 
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Galloway, 29th Bombay Infantry (2nd Baluchis), was 
despatched from Kalat-i-Ghilzai to seize the nialiks 
concerned in this outrage: 

Slid Punjab Cavalry, 1 officer and 60 sow'ars. 

11-11, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

29th Bombay Infantry, 2 officers, 218 .sepoys. 

The cavalry detachment of Colonel Galloway’s force, 
under Captain J. R. Campbell, accompanied by Major 
Briscoe, Political Officer, went on in advance, but did 
not succeed in capturing the head nialik, Muhammad 
Afri, who, with a lew followers, escaped to the hilly 
ground, where pursuit was impossible. A tew shots 
were exchanged, and one of the cavalry horses was 
killed and another wounded. One or two of the malik’s 
followers were reported to have l)een hit. 

The force bivouacked on the 17th and 18th in 
Muhammad Ata’s village, and reached Kalat-i-Ghilzai 
in two marches on the 20th, having secured Muhammad 
Ata’s brother and property. 

Meanwhile, with the arrival of detachments of the 
Bombay Division at Kandahar, the departure of General 
Stewart’s foi’ce drew near. In view of this event the 
following letter was, on the 17th March, despatched 
from the Adjutant- General in India to the Coniinander- 
in-Chief of the Bombay Aimy : 

“ The move of the Bombay Division to Kandahar, 
and the projected advance from that place of tlie 
Bengal Division under Sir 1). Stewart, render it neces- 
sary that some definite instructions should be issued 
in regard to the command and supply of the Bombay 
troops after Sir 1). Stewart leaves. I have, therefore, 
the honour, by desire of His Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to inform you that all questions of 
discipline, and all matters of supply, clothing and 
equipment, ammunition, medical services, etc., should, 
when the Bengal Division advances, be dealt with 
under Your Excellency’s orders. All orders, however, 
regarding movements, tactical or strategical, of the 
Kandahar Force will continue to be issued by the 
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Comniander-in-Chief in India, to whom the usual 
returns will continue to be .submitted. The Govern- 
ment of India have been informed that His FiXceilem^y 
considers that the supply of tlie troops should con- 
tinue to be dealt with by the Bombay Ciovernment. 
A Brigadier-General to command the line of com- 
munications from Jacobabad to Kandaliar has been 
recommended, and if the appointment is sanctioned, 
this officer will be responsible to the General Officer 
Commanding at Kandahar for forwarding all supplies, 
stores, etc., from the base of that place.” 

On the following day the staff and constitution of 
the 1st Bombay Division were published by the Bombay 
Cmvermnent, Major-General .1. jVI. l*rimrose, e.s.i., being 
in command, Brigadier-General R. Phayre, c.n., a.d.c:., 
in command of the line of communications, and Briga- 
dier-Generals G. R. S. Burrows and II. F. Brooke 
commanding brigades. 

General Stewart intended to take with liim food 
supplies for British soldiers for two months (except 
potatoes, of which the supply was for one month only) ; 
supplies for seven days for natives. 'Che total weight 
of these .supplies was estimated at (>,260 inaunds (about 
4,750 cwt.) 

The date of Sir Donald Stewart’s departure from 
Kandahar, originally fixed for the 1.5th March, was put 
olf, owing to delays in the arrival of the Bombay troops 
and in the movements of drafts for Bengal regiments, 
until the end of the month. 

One of the brigades of the force was to march by 
the alternative Khushk-i-Rud route to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
whilst the remainder followed the main road. 

On the 29th March Brigadier-General R. Barter’s 
brigade, composed as follows, began the march : 

1st Punjab Cavalry. 

11-11, li.A. (4 guns, mountain). 

2-60th Rifles. 

25th Punjal) Infantry. 

Section B, Field Hospital. 
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On the 3()th and 31st respectively the Field Force 
head-quarters, witli the Cavalry (General Palliser’s) 
Brigade and the 2nd (Brigadier-General Ilughess) 
Brigade, lelt Mohniand, of the following strength : 


Brif;afli(n*-Gencral C. H. 
l^illiscr. 


Escort of I joiit cnaiit- 
Geiiuial S to wart. 


Brigadier-General R. J. 
Iliii^hes, 


' 19th Bengal Lancers. 

A-B, U.ILA. 

fi-ll, U.A. (40-pr. elephant), 
lOtli Punjab Infantry. 

, Engineer Field Park. 

19th Bengal Laru^ers (1 trooj)), 
2-69th Rifles (1 company). 

25th Punjab Infantry (1 company). 
11-11, R.A. (2 guns, rmnmtain j. 

' 2nd Punjal) Cavalry. 

G-4, R.A. (field). 

Ordnance Field Park, 

^ 59th Foot. 

2nd Sikh Infantry. 

8rd (Turkhas, 

^ Section A, Field Hospital. 


The strength of the force was ‘ : 


Britisli troo{)s (including officers) . . . 2,154 

Nati^'e troops ....... 5,095 

Followers . 7,273 

Horses 1,942 

Artillery mules ....... 162 

„ bullocks 547 

„ elephants ...... 13 

Riding mules ....... 162 

Grassci it tors’ ponies , . . . . .714 

Transport camels 6,881 

„ mules 789 


General Barter’s brigade moved by way of Tagak 
into the Khushk-i-Rud Valley, the remainder of the 
force by Jaldak to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, which was reached 
witliout incident on the 6th-7th of April. 

Meanwhile, previous to his departure from Kanda- 

1 For it complete i*etimi of the division see Appendix XVJI. 
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hai', Sir Donald Stewart, on the 20th Marcli, .sent the 
following telegram to the Viceroy at (’alcutta ; 

“ I am not in possession of tlic orders of Govern- 
nieut, nor have I received the progi’amme for field 
operations now being commenced ; but 1 wfnild point 
out that I am carrying forward from hence supplies for 
two months, and that J shall not require to draw more 
European supplies from India by Kabul or Kurram 
until the end of May. If it is intended that the 
division under my command move forward beyond 
(Jhami towards Kurram, supplies shouhl be collected 
at some place in Ivurram w here the troops under my 
command may pass the remainder of the hot weather. 
By the information w'hich 1 have received, no opposition 
is likely to be encountered at Ghazni wdnch may not 
be easily overcome by the troops wdth wliich I am 
advancing. The movement of a column from Kabul 
to meet the division under my command will, in my 
opinion, increase the strain upon the country which the 
demands of this division for native supplies must entail. 
The collections of tribesmen under Muhammad Jan and 
Muslik-i-Alam have already drawn largely upon the 
su[)plies which are procurable in the neighbourhood of 
Gha/ni, and the uncertainty whi{‘h prev^ails throughout 
the country has doubtless prevented large aretis from 
being cultivated this spring. It is only with difiiculty 
that sufficient transport has been obtained to allow of 
the division under my command being moved with full 
equipment, and I am calculating on j-cplacing casualties 
amongst baggage animals by purchases made at Ghazni. 
I submit for consideration that it is very desirable that 
110 movement of troops belonging to Kabul or Kurram 
command should be made in advance of Kushi. 1 have 
this morning received a telegram from Sir F. Roberts 
that he only proposes to supply, for my divi.sion at 
Cihazni, tea, sugar, and possibly rum, and tliat for all 
other .supplies I must depend upon the country. 

“ 1 hope it will be understood that I do not require 
any supplies to be advanced from Kabul to meet me ; 
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and that if orders are given for my division to remain 
at Glia/ni, I would at once establish communication 
with Kabul or Kurrarn as may be desired, sending 
own transport to bring forward necessary supplies. 1 
make this statement not with a view of disturbing any 
proposed plan of operations, but in order that there may 
be no misconception regarding the difficulty of feeding 
a large force at Ghazni during the present season.” 

()n the 2nd April General Stewart wired fiirther : 

I would recommend that a column be held in 
readiness at Kabul for movement. On arrival at 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai 1 shall be in a position to state with 
some precision the date on which 1 hope to reach 
Ghazni, by which date I think tlie column [from Kabul] 
should be at Shekhabad, as proposed by Ilis Excellency 
the Comraander-in-Chief.” 

'riie Commander-in-Chief telegraphed on the 31st 
to Sir Donald Stewart in the following terms, but the 
communicati<.)n never reached him, and he acted in the 
spirit of the instructions which had emanated from 
the Ciovernment of India: 

“ Government of India desire that you may be 
informed of tiie entire plan of operations, and of the 
political objects. desired by Government, which are thus 
summed up in a telegram from the Military Depart- 
ment : ‘ The Government is anxious to withdraw, as 
soon as possilde, the troops from Kabul and from all 
points beyond those to be occupied under the Treaty 
of Gandamak, except Kandahar. In order that this 
may be done, it is desirable to tind a ruler for Kabul, 
which will be separated from Kandahar. Steps are 
being taken for tliis piu’pose ; meanwhile, it is essential 
that we shoidd make such a display of strength in 
Afghanistan as will show that we are masters of the 
situation and will overawe disaffection; but it is not 
desirable to spread our troops over a large tract «f 
country or to send small columns to any place where 
they would encounter opposition and increase the hostile 
feeling sigainst us. All that is necessary, from the 
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political point of view, is for (rcneral Stewart to inarch 
to Ghazni, break np any opposition he may find there 
or in the neighbourhood, and open up direct eom- 
nmnication with General Sir F. Roberts at Kabid. 
This he can do either by the direct route or by Kushi, 
as he may think to be most expedient, under such 
conditions as may exist M'hen he is at Ghazni. It is 
undesirable that Sir D. Stewart’s troops sliould remain 
for long at Ghazni, and it is therelorc nec'essary tliat all 
military dispositions should be made witli a \iew to 
enabling him to leave Ghazni as soon as he has put 
down any open opposition that he may find there. It 
is very desii’able tiiat the operations in Afghanistan 
should, as soon as possible, be brought under one head. 
Sir 1). StcM'art should, therefcire, assume the supreme 
(‘omrnand as soon as he is in direct communication 
with Kabid. In the meantime he should be daily kept 
informed, both by the Foreign Department and the 
Military Department, of all news received from Kabul, 
and from any part of the Khyber or Kurram lines of 
communication, so that he may be constantly and fully 
made aware of the exact state of the situation at all 
points. 

“ With reference to foregoing, which will l>e your 
guide, you wdll, on reaching Ghazni, open commu- 
nication with Kabul either by the diretrt route or 
hy Kushi, as may be foimd e.xpedient, and assume 
supreme command. (General Roberts has reported to 
Government that he is unable to carry out the proposed 
move to Kushi, the object of which was to open up 
communication with Kurram, and to be ready at Kushi 
to support you should you call for aid; he has been 
told therefore that he must send a column along the 
Ghazni direct road, so as to open communication with 
you and support you by the time you reach Gliazni. 
fhere has never been any intention of sending any 
of the Kabul force to Ghazni unless you called on 
them to move up. It has been arranged that six months’ 
supplies for 5,000 British and 10,000 native troops shall 
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be collected in Ivummi for any of your force withdrawn 
into the valley for the hot M^eatlier.” 

On the Ttli April the Ijieutenant-General tele- 
graphed to the CJovernnient of India that he hoped to 
arrive at Gha/ni on 21st April, and recommended that 
the column from Kabul should reach Shekhabad on the 
20th April. Owing to unexpected difficulties almut 
transport, he had not been able to take with him all the 
two months’ supplies for British trot)ps as intended, 
but arrangements had been made for the balance to be 
sent after him ; he therefore proposed to ask General 
Roberts to despatch groceries and rum for British 
troops with the Shekhabad column from Kabul. 
General Stewart telegraphed to the same effect to 
General Roberts, asking him to send ten days’ supplie.s 
of groceries, et(;. for 2,200 Europeans. 

On the 8th April tlie march of the Field Foi’ce was 
continued, 0-11, Royal .iVrtillery, being transferred from 
Palliser’s to Hughes’s brigade, in order that the road 
might be prepared in advance for the heavy guns ; tw'o 
guns of 11-11 Mountain Battery joined General Palliser 
from Kalat-i-Gliilzai, and Nos. 4 and 10 Companies 
of Sappers. 

General Barter’s brigade and the Field Force head- 
(juarters with General Palliser’s brigade advanced by 
the left and right bank of the Tarnak respectively, the 
2nd Brigade following one niarch in rear of General 
Palliser. At Shahjui, which wfis reached on the 11th 
April, (iencral Barter was only two miles from head- 
quarters, and the tM'o guns of 11-11, Royal Artillery, 
which had aceomfjanied the latter from Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
joined the head-(puirters of the battery in the 1st Brigade. 

On the 14th April the two leading brigades con- 
centrated at Mukur, distant 155 miles from Kandaliar 
and 74 miles fojm Kalat-i-Ghilzai ; General Hughes’s 
brigade still remained one march in rear. Since leavirtg 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai all tlie ullages passed had been found 
deserted, and great difficulty was consequently eje- 
perienced in collecting supplies for the natjvds ^d 
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transport, although large foraging parties eonsisting 
generally of lialf the infantry of the force, taken from 
each unit, scoured the (iountry on each side. On 
several occasions considerable bodies of hostile Afghans 
were seen by these parties hovx'ring on the flanks of the 
column; on the 12tli Sir Donald Stewart reported to 
Simla that opposition would probably be encountered 
w'ithin the next few days; and on the l.'ith a few shots 
were exchanged between the scouts on the riglit Hank 
of the column and those of a large hostile force, said to 
be mostly Taraki and Sulimau Khel (ihil/ais. Similar 
incidents occurred on the Kith ; on the 17th the main 
body halted at Jan Murad (Janu'ad), where the whole 
force was concentrated and marched on together tl»e 
next day. On this date (April ItSth), a foi'ce estimated 
at from 8,000 to 10,000 jVtghans was observed by 
scouts moving on a line parallel to General Stewart’s 
advance, and distant some 8 or 10 miles from the right 
Hank. Meanwhile, the difficulty in procuring supplies 
continued until Jan Murad was reached, w'here, thanks to 
tbe co-operation of the Hazaras, wdio w'cre ready to help 
tlie British against their consbuit enemies, the Afghans, 
a large quantity of flour and grain was t)btained. 

(in the morning of the 10th April the order of 
march of the 1st and 2nd Brigades was reversed, and 
tbe division left camp at Mashaki as follows; 


IDtli Iteiigal Lancers 
A-H, Royal Horse Artillery 
llHli l^uujab Infantry 

ii-(}0th Rifles 
Ilivisionfil Head- 2/)th I^unjah 
quarters, es- ■ Infantry • 
corted by lOtli Rengal 

V. IjuiKiors . 
4 and 10 Coint»anies, Ren- 
tal Sappers and Miners 
Foot . . . . 

Jitd (tiirkha llegiment 
^iiikh Infantry . 

Royal Artillery 

O-ll 

Sy 99 

2ud Punjab Cavalry 


{ 


ilOO lanc(*8. 
a (^)-pr.) guns, 
470 rifles. 

00 „ 

85 „ 

50 lances. 

80 rifles. 

480 „ 

280 „ 

807 „ 

0 0>-pr.) guns. 

2 (40-pr.) guns. 
2 ((P;V') howit- 
zer.s. 

349 sabres. 




( Advance guard, etc. , under 
eoniniand fd’ Jlrigadier- 
General Pal User. 

'fotal : 350 lances, 080 

rifles, ami 0 gun.s. 


Main body, consisting of 
tbe 2ti(1 Jiiflintry Rri- 
gadc, under Hrigadioi*- 
General Hiiglies. 

'Potal : 1,092 rifles, 349 
sabros, and 10 guns. 
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KioLI Hospitals 

Ordiuuu-o and En^iiioor Kicdd Parks 
Treasure. ...... 

(-'oiinnissariat ...... 



2-0(Hh Rilkes .... 441^ rifles. 

Jp5t.li Sikli hiJantry . . . .570 ,, 

2p5tli Punjab Infantry . . HOO ,, 

11-1 1 ^ Royal Artillery (Moiintfiiii 

Battery) . . . .0 (7 -pi*.) guns*. 

1st Punjali (rivalry . . . 31G sabres. 


and supply Iraliis 

with detticliincMits on the 

flanks. 

J 

Rear ^uard^ eoiniiosed of 
the 1 St Infantry Brigade, 
etc.j under Brigiidier- 
Generul liarter. 

Total : l,?h)p3 rifles, .310 
sfibres, and 6 mountain 
^ guns. 


The lengtii of the entire column when on the march 
was about 6 miles. 

Divisional hea(l-(iuarters and the 2nd Brigade had 
marched about 7 miles and were halting for a short 
rest, when the eax alry of the advance guard reported 
that bodies of the enemy were in position 3 miles 
ahead. The Lieutenant-CTeneral directed the battalions 
of the 2nd 1 nfantry Brigade to form on the left of the 
road, in line with the horse artillery battery, 'riie 
2nd Punjab Cavalry passed to the right, the country on 
that side l>eing Hat and open as far as the Ghazni River, 
some 3 miles distant. The 19th Punjab Infantry, 
head-quarters escort, and companies of sappers followed 
in reserve. 'Die three batteries were in column of 
route on the road. i\n order was sent to Brigadier- 
General Barter to bring up half his infantry, and to 
despatch two squadrons of the 1st I’unjab Cavalry 
to join the cavalry, of which Brigadier- General PalUser 
assumed command. 

'Fhe advance being resumed, half a squadron of 
19th Bcjigal Lancers were sent to cover the left flank 
of the infantry brigade, which was in close proximity 
to a range of low hills. These hills ran parallel to the 
road for some distance, and then bent round to the 
eastward, the track passing through them. The enemy 
were found to be in position at this point, and their, 
stjindards planted along the ridge on both sides of the 
road. 'Dieir right wing extended for some distanee* 
flanking the line by which the division would advance- 
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When within a mile and a lialf of the enemy, the 
horse artillery and field batteries moved out and took 
lip positions to shell the ridge in front, the 2nd Punjal) 
Cavalry supplying tlie escoi’t to the liorse artillery, 
and one company of the 10th Punjab Infantry pro- 
tecting G-4. The 2nd Infantry Hrigade deployed in 
line of quarter columns to the left of the guns, facing 
the enemy’s right wing. One and a half squadrons of 
the 10th Bengal Lancers were now on tlie left of the 
infantry, protecting that flank. The 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry (three squadrons) were on the right of the 
artillery, which had also special escorts of one scpiadron 
of the 19th Bengal l.<aneers, and one company of the 
10th Punjab Infantry. The heavy guns unlimbered on 
a knoll close to tlie road, about 1,500 yards from the 
left of the field artillery. They were thus on the 
extreme left of the line. Between them and the 10th 
Bengal Lancers was a considerable gap. Behind the 
knoll were placed the equipment of the sapper eom- 
pnies, the infantry entrenching tools, etc. The troops 
lietailed for the reserve were in rear of the left, white 
tile Lieutenant-General placed himself on a slight 
elevation immediately behind the lOtli Bengal Lancers. 

At 9 o’clock, and before the intended attack of the 
iwsition was developed, the crest of the range occupied 
by the enemy was observed to be swarming with men 
along a front of nearly 2 miles. Scarcely had the 
guns opened fire when from the enemy’s centre rushed 
successive waves of swordsmen on foot, stretching out 
Iwyond either Hank and seeming to envelop the troops. 
At the same time a large body of horse rode along the 
bills, threatening the left flank and rear. As the 
swordsmen on foot swept down on the infantry and 
guns, the Afghan horse poured along two ravines, 
which united at the foot of the hills, and in one mass 
charged the 19th Bengal l^ancers before the latter 
could acquire .sufficient .speed to meet them fairly. 
The 19th were forced back in some confusion to their 
right rear, disoi*dering the 3rd Guridias, who Avere the 
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lefl of the three battalions of infantry, which had 
now been formed into company squares. The enemy’s 
mounted men having swept right through, disappeared 
on to the plain to the east. 'I'he 2nd Brigade then 
resumed the line formation and fired steady volleys. 

Meantime the swordsmen on foot pressed their 
attack home with fanatical fury, and it became necessary 
to place the whole reserve in the fighting line. Half a 
battalion of the 19th Punjab Infantry and the Sapper 
companies were brought up on the left, and the other 
half battalion of the 1 9th, with the two companies 
of the Ijieutenant-tTeneral's escort belonging to the 
60th Rifles and 25th Punjab Infantry, were pushed in 
between the two batteries. 

These were now firing case and reversed shrapnel at 
close ranges into the swanning Afghans, but neither 
this nor the liea>-y fire from the breechloaders of the 
infantry could stop the rush of the ghazis. 

At this moment the situation was critical, and the 
59th Foot received from a staff offtcier the order to retire 
from the depression in which they had formed. The 
Afghan horsemen, who w'ere pushing round the left 
flank, Avere, however, checked by the firmness of the 
3rd Gurkhas, while on the right the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry charged and drove back the swordsmen on 
foot, 'fhe batteries of artillery, whose gallantry and 
discipline were highly commended by Sir D. Stewart, 
took up fresh positions, and the guns of G-4, 
Royal Artillery, being distributed in the infantry 
line, again opened fire. The 59th Foot, recovering 
from the connision into which the two companies on 
the right had been thrown in obeying the order to 
refnse the right flank, poured a withering fire into 
the Afghans. In the centre the 2nd Sikhs gallantly 
maintained theij- position wdth unwavering steadiness. 

A squadron of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry relieved the 
squadron of the 19th Bengal Lancers, acting as escort 
to the guns, and the other two squadrons of the fbrther 
regiment relieved the Tjancers on the left flank. Two 
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squadroiifi of the 1st Punjab Cavalry liaviiig conic up, 
they were joined by the 19th Bengal l\«ancers, and the 
whole, under Hrigadier-General Palllser, were pushed 
to the right towards the river. 

Meantime the steady fire of the Sikhs and Gurkhas 
began to tell. Checked by the deadly effect of the 
rilies, which moM’^cd them down by hundreds, the enemy 
slackened their attack and began to retire, creeping off 
along the high hills to the west, where they (tame 
under the well-directed fii’e of Major Tillard’s heavy 
battery, which prevented any attack being made on the 
left rear and the baggage column. Once the fanatical 
onslaught of the enemy was (pienched, their defeat 
rapidly became a rout, and by 9.45 a.m. the whole 
body w-as broken up and dispersed over the country, 
'fhe “cease fire” was sounded at 10 o’clock, the 
engagement having then kvsted one hour. 'I'owards 
the close of the fighting a portion of Hrigadier-Cieneral 
Ikirter’s infantry came up and reinforced the right 
centre. 

Owing to the necessity for protecting the large 
jiarks and baggage, no pursuit was possible, 'fhe 
cavalry were tlieretbre re-called, but not before the 
regiments on the right had been closely engaged. 

^I'he eneiny lost very heavily; more than a tlumsand 
dead bodies lay thickly scattered on the ground in front 
of where the British line had stood, 'fhe numbers 
engaged on the Afghan side were probably about 15,000, 
the majority of whom were Ghilzais, but a large con- 
tingent of Alizai and other Duranis of Zamindawar 
had undoubtedly followed the British army from the 
neighbourhood of Kandahar and were forward in the 
fight. The total losses of the Afghans were probably 
about three thousand killed and wounded. 

The casualties am<mg the troops were slight, con- 
sidering the fanatical onslaught of the enemy and 
consetjuently the close nature of the fighting. The 
artillery had one officer and two men wounded, also a 
mce killed. The 1st Punjab Cavalry (two squadrons) 
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had 19 men wounded, 32 horses wounded, and 5 
missing. The 2nd Punjab Cavalry had 3 men and 
5 horses killed, 2 officers, 20 men, and 21 horses 
womidcd, and 2 horses missing. The 19th Bengal 
liancers had 5 men and 3 horses killed, 4 officers, 
3 native officers, 41 men, and 15 horses wounded, and 
(5 horses missing. The 59th Foot had 1 man killed 
and 2 officers and 10 men wounded. The 2nd Sikhs 
had 1 man killed and 10 wounded, including a muleteer. 
The 3rd Gurkhas had only 3 followers wounded. The 
19th Punjab Infantiy had 3 wounded ; the Sappers and 
Miner’s, 1 wounded. 

In the head-quarters escort, the 2-60th Rifles had 
3 killed and 1 wounded, and the 25tli Punjab Infantry 
3 wounded : of the infantry of Brigadier-General 
Barter’s brigade, 1 man of the fiOth Rifles was wounded. 

The total losses were 17 killed and 124 wounded, 
including officers and followers. Eight cavalry horses 
were killed, 68 wounded, and 13 missing. 

After a halt of two hours, during which the killed 
vrere buried and the wounded attended to, the advance 
was resumed in compact formation, and passing over 
the ground occupied by the enemy, the division com- 
pleted its march of 17 miles to Nani, where it halted 
for the night. 

Two days later, on the 21st April, the division 
encamped outside the city of Ghazni (223 miles from 
Kandahar), and halted there for the next four days. 
From the. top of the Sher Dahan Pass, on the 22nd, 
heliogi’aphic communication was established with Major- 
General J. Ross, who had advanced from Kabul to 
Saidabad, in the Wardak Valley. A reconnaissance 
was also made of the country north-east of Ghazni, 
w'hich revealed the presence of a large body of hostile 
Afghans occupying the villages of Arzu and Shalez. 
Accordingly at 3.30 H.m., on the 23rd April, while h 
wing of the I9th Punjab Infantry was despatched to 
guard the gates of Ghazni, the following force marched 
out of camp to disperse the enemy : 
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(Istviilry^ 

(f Sfijiiiulrotiii 

Artillory, 
2 Iwittcrit'S. 


f 1st Punja]) Cavalry . 

1 2iul Piinjub (-avalrv. 

( A-H, R.il.A. 

\ 11-^11, U.A. (Mountain 
( Battery). 


»522 sabres. 
tm „ 


Infantry Bri- 
gade, 4 bat-'j 
bilious. 


British . 2-()Otli Rifles 
r 2)nl Sikhs 
I l#5tli Sikhs 


Native 


1 25th Pufijab In- 
I fai 


fantry 
'Fotiil 


G47 

525 rifles. 
42J ,, 


4 oil 


\,\m 


Cinh‘r 

Briga- 

dier- 

(uMieral 

Barter. 




I Under 
Briga- 
V dier- 

(leneral 

Palliser, 


After marching some 3 miles from camp a ridge 
was ascended, from tlic top of Avhich was seen, about 
3, ()<)() yards off, a great numbei* of the enemy (about 
0,000 strong) in a position between two villages, Aivai 
and Shalez, which were both strongly enclosed with 
mud walls and some half a mile apart. 

About 5 a.m. the Royal Horse Artillery guns 
opened fire with common shell and those of tiie 
mountain batteiy with similar eliarges, the right half- 
battery of A-B shelling the village of Shalez, and the 
left half-battery and nK)untfiirt guns laying on Arzu. 

After a few rounds had been fired by both batteries, 
A-B advanced and took up a position from which the 
9-prs. could fire at 1,800, 1,700, and 1,000 yards, 
shelling the \'illages with common shell, and from time 
to time firing shrapnel with time fuzes, as the enemy 
showed themselves ; but the Afghans had capital cover 
in both villages. Simultaneously the mule battery 
11-11, Royal Artillery, was advanced, firing at different 
ranges, but none at less than 1 ,400 yards. 

By 8.30 a.m. it was evident that the cover in the 
villages was too good for the enemy to be much shaken 
by the fire, and Brigadier-General Palliser considered 
that the force with him was not sufficiently strong to 
attack the position. He communicated (by heliograph) 
accordingly with Sir Donald Stewart, and at the same 
time withdrew the batteries to their first positions, 
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Meanwhile, in the absence of the troops under 
Brigadier-CTcneral Palliser, the '2nd Brigade, under com- 
mand of Brigadier-Oeneral Hughes, had got under 
arms and taken up a position to cover the camp, whilst 
the loth Bengal Lancers were pushed forward about a 
mile as a connecting link with the troops engaged at 
Arzu and Shale/. 

On receiving Brigadier-General Palliser’s first report, 
Sir Donald Stewart promptly despatched the following 
troops : 

59th Foot (half bathilion), 

3rcl Gurkhas (6 companies), 

to reinforce him. But even with this additioTial strength 
Brigadier-Cxeneval Palliscr did not consider himself 
justified in making the attack with the troops then at 
liis disposal, and withdrew', as before mentioned, to a 
position on the ridge some 2,500 yards short of the 
villages held by the enemy. 

Consetpiently Sir Donald Stew^art liimself advanced 
with the remainder of the troops under Brigadier- General 
H ughes, vh . : 

10th Bengal Liucers, 

G- l, R.A., 

59th Foot (half battalion), 

19th Fun jab Infantry (half battalion), 

the protection of the camp being erjtrusted to Major 
'rillard, h.a., wdio had at bis disposal - 

6-11, K. A., 

Nos. 4> ivnd 10 Companies, Sappers luu! Miners, 

2 companies 3rd Gurkhas, 

with the usual standing guards. At 11 a.m. the 
liieutenant-Geueral persfjnally assumed command, and 
the troops were formed for attack; the disposition of 
the force being as Ibllow's : 

Major U. de G. VV’^arter wuis ordered to take his 
horse battery (A-B) to the right of General Barter’s 
infantry brigade, and to open fire as soon as be could 
do so with good elfect, taking ground to the right all 
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the time, so as to take tlie enemy in the front of the 
villages on their flunk ; the 1st Punjab Cavalry and 
19th Bengal Lancers supported the Iiorse artillery on 
the right dank against Shale/,. 

Sir John Campbell, on his arrival witli G-4, was 
ordered to come into action on the lelt of Brigadier- 
General Hughes, supported by a company of the 
.59th Foot and a cavalry regiment (2nd Punjab) some 
little way to the left. iVt the sauK' time 11-11, Royal 
Artillery, Major Harris’s nude battery, was placed 
under Brigadier- General Hughes’s orders in the centre 
of the 2nd Infantry Brigade. 

Major Warter came int<j action scxeral times, 
moving forward at intervals at a steady gallop, until 
he was within 806 yards of the datik, when his fire was 
\'ery effective in scattering the enemy. Sir .Tohn 
Campbell’s guns likewise opened fire on tlie left village 
(Arzu) at a range of about 1,720 yards, directing their 
shell on the enclosures in front and to the right and 
left of the village, with an occasional shell into the 
village itself. 

Major Harris’s mountain gims formed part of the 
direct attack and advanced with the fighting line, which 
was formed for attack and moved forward at 11.40 a.m. 
These guns came into action at different ranges from 
1,400 to 900 yards, when the position was rushed and 
the enemy ded from the villages (dosely followed by 
the infantry, who were again accompanied by Harris’s 
and C/Ump bell’s batteries. Major Warter was ordered 
to detach half a battery to join the cavalry on the right 
in pursuit, and was supported by detachments of tlie 
1st Punjab Cavalry and 19th Bengal Ijancers, as well 
as by a company of the 2nd Sikhs, who kept up with 
the battery in a w'onderftil manner. Sir .John Campbell 
luui meantime detached two guns to join the cavalry 
on the left, which did good service by their dre on tlie 
retreating bodies of the enemy. 

The enemy’s loss was estimated at 400 men, the 
British casualties being two killed and eight wounded. 
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"I'he Kandahar force proceeded on its march two 
days later, but, just after leaving (iha/ni, the following 
orders w'ere on the 24th April communicated to Sir 
Donald StcAvart from Simla: 

“As soon as Sir D. Stew'art has opened up com- 
munication with General lloss, he is to proceed to 
Kabul and assume supreme command. He should take 
no steps for the withdrawal of tlie Ghazni force by the 
Kurram until he has had an opportunity of personally 
acquainting himself with the state of things at Kabul, 
and until the results of the present gathering of the 
sardars and tribes ha\'e declared themselves. The wall 
of Ghazni should be breached, and a plan made of the 
place as it stands.” 

In reply to the above, the laeutenant-General 
<lesj)atehcd tw^o messages to Head-quarters on the 24th 
and 2.5th, respectively, as tbllow^s : 

To the Quurtcrmwtter-Generalf Simla. 

“ In reply to His Excellency’s telegram from Simla, 
dated 20th, I propose to place the Kandahar Division 
for the present at the liead of the IjOgar Valley betw'ccn 
Charkh and Purak, proceeding myself wit}} General 
Ross’s force to Kabul. 0-11, Royal Artillery, the 
heavy battery, wdll go to Kabul. All information tends 
to prove that Muhammad Jan is now' doing his utmost 
to rouse the tribes in tins neighbourhood to attack the 
Paiwar Ivotal. Such an attack is not at all probable, 
but it is prt)bable that we shall be attacked when we go 
to Ali Khel, and that General Watson will meet with 
considerable opposition on the Shutargardan.” 

To the Adjutant-Gcnej'al, India. 

“ His Excellency’s telegiatn of the 20th from Simla 
reached me too late t{> admit of my breaching the walls 
of Ghazni. As. how'ever, the defences of Ghazni am 
contemptible, I do not think the matter is important. 
1 brought away with me two field guns said to have 
been left at Ghazni after the last occupjition. 
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“In accordance with the orders of His Excellency, 
I proceed to Kabul from Saidabad with General Ross’s 
force.” 

The Field Force encanrped on the 25th April at 
Shashgao, where General Stewart \\ as visited l)y Major- 
(ieneral J. Hills, c.B., v.c., who, with lour otlier olTicers 
and an escort of Srd Punjab Cavalry, rode oxer IVom 
General Ross’s camp at Saidabad. Continuing the 
inarch on the following days, the Sajawan Pass was 
reconnoitred by Captain Ilroome, 2n(l I’unjab Cavalry, 
on the 27th, who reported it unsuitable for the passage 
of laden animals. On the 28th the Field F orce head- 
quarters with (iencral Hughes’s and I’alliser’s brigades 
inarched to Saidabad, and (general Harter’s brigade 
to Shekhabad (265| miles from Kandahar), and re- 
connaissances were made from each of these camps 
to the Zamburak Pass and the Tangi AA^ardak defile 
respectively. The latter pro\'cd impassable to Avheclcd 
artillery. On the same date Lieutenant-General Sir 
Donald Stewart handed over the command of the 
Ghazni Field Force to Brigadier-General Hughes, whose 
brigade was henceforward commanded by C’olonel R. 
Lacy of the 5f)th Foot : the laeutenant-tienera! him- 
self joined General Ross’s camp at Shekhabad, witli 
H view to proceeding to Kabul to assume supreme 
command of the British forces in Alghanistan. 

The following message was despatched by General 
Stewart to Army Hcad-tjuarters on the 28th : 

“ The following is distribution of Ghazni Field 
Force: To-day General Barter’s brigade is at Shek- 
habad, General Hughes’s and Pallisers at Saidabad. 
The constitution of these brigades is unchanged, except 
that (5-11, Royal Artillery (heavy), has joined General 
Ross’s column, and will proceed with tliem to Kabul. 
I start for Kabul to-morrow (21)th) with General Ross, 
reaching there on 2nd May. General Hughes com- 
mands the Field Force temporarily, and has been 
instructed to have the roads from Shekhabad and 
Saidabad to the Logar Valley reconnoitred and made 
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practicsible ; when this is done, both columns will 
march simultaneously, ettecting a junction in the Logai- 
V^alley at Amir Kala. The Field Force will then 
proceed to about Furak and Charkh, and be located 
there till further orders. Advantage will be taken 
of the halt to reconnoitre thoroughly in all directions, 
and furnish opportunity for survey work. General 
Huglies has been retjuested, when possible, to move 
a portion of the troops under his command to a post in 
a more northerly direction, so as to open and maintain 
communication with Kabul.” On the 29th the Zaxn- 
burak Kotal was again reconnoitred and the road over 
it improved tlie following day. 

On the 30th April General Barter’s brigade moved 
from Shekbabad by the 'J’angi Wardak defile to Amir 
Kala, whither it was followed on the 1st and 2nd JMay 
by CJeneral Palliser’s and Colonel Lacy’s (late Hughes’s) 
brigades, from Saidabad via the Zamburak Pass. 
The former included the horse artillery battery, 
which was man-handled down the incline ; with the 
latter proceeded the other battery on the following 
day, the track having been further improved mean- 
while, conseijucntly less difficulty was experienced, 
(ilencral Barter inarched on the latter date to Barak-i- 
Barak, and there the division again concentrated on the 
3rd May. One reconnaissance w'as sent out under 
Lieutenant- Colonel C. S. Maclean, 1st Punjab Cavalry, 
to the Altimur Pass, and a I'ough survey of the country 
made up to the watershed ; and a second under Captain 
G. M. Abbott, 19th Bengal Ijancers, towards Hisarak. 
The road to the latter place was also diligently pushed 
forward during the next few days, and on the 8th 
May the head-quarters of the division, with General 
Paliiser’s and Colonel Tandy’s brigades, were e.stabUshed 
there. General Barter’s brigade on the same day 
marched to Y usul' Kala, where he pitched his camp 
2 or 3 miles from the niouth of the Charkh Valley, 
and separated by a low^ ridge from the Logar Valley. 
Communication was established with Hisarak by a 
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road across the IjOgar River and Valley. Supplies 
were bi’ought in freely during this period, and no 
liostUity was shown by the inhabitants beyond one 
or two shots being tired at reconnoitring parties. 

Meanwhile, on the 5th May, Lieutcnant-CJeneral 
Stewart assumed command of the Ibrces in Afghani- 
stan, and on the 13th the fact was notified in the 
following General Order: 

(ictieral Orders by tlis K.xcellency the tIoimiiander-in-C'hief, dated 
Ileful-quarters, Simla, 13th Al.-iy, ISSO. 

“ In continuation of (i.O.C.C., dated 13th March, 
1880 (p. 141<), it is notified that Ijieutenant-General 
Sir Donald Stewart, K.c.n., having arrived at Kabul, 
has, as senior ofticer, assumed commantl of the troops 
there and on the line of communication. 

“2. With the sanction of (Government, the whole 
force under the command of Sir 1). Stewart, K.e.it., will 
be called ‘ The Nw'thern A j'^fhaimtan Field Foreci’ 
and will consist of: 

“ I. — The 1st and 2nd Divisions of wliat has been 
heretofore known as ‘ The Knlnd Field 
Force,' which will become the 1st and 
2nd Divisions, respectively, of ‘ The Nmi It- 
em Afgharnataii Field Force,' and remain 
under the immediate command of l.,ieu- 
tenant-Ge?iera] Sir F. Roberts, K.c.n., 
C.I.K., v.c. ; 

“ 11, — ‘ The Ghazni Field Force,' which will be- 
come the 3rd Division of ‘ 'The Northern 
A fghanistan Field Force ' ; 

“ HI. — ‘ The Khyber Line Force,' which will keep 
its present name; and 

“ IV. — Should the forces touch, ‘ 2Vie Kurrani Force,' 
which W'ill retain its present designation.” 

On the 16th May Major-Cieneral James Hills, 
C.B., v.c., was appointed to command the 3rd Division, 
Nortliem Afghanistan Field Force (late Ghazni Field 
Force), and joined the camp at Hisarak on the same date. 



CHAPTER XII 


THU OIMORATIONS OF I'HE Isr DIVISION, KABUL FIELD FORCE, 
FROM JANUARY TO Al'RlL, 1880. 

V^"E must now return to the events at Kabul, which 
had hitherto been the chief centre of operations during 
the eaiupaign. The opening of the new year found 
the Eield Force there under I^ieutenant-General Sir 
Frederic'k Roberts enjoying tlie results of their recent 
success. The defeat of the Afghans had di.spersed 
the combination of hostile tribes in a manner more 
effectual than weeks of desultoiy operations such as 
those which had proceeded it. The news of the British 
victoiy had spread over the country, the clansmen 
round Kabul were subdued, at least for the time, and 
the military position of the British forces ui Afghanistan 
was apparently assured. 

On the 7th January a detailed despatch from the 
Indian Government to the Secretary of State reviewed 
the situation and outlined the proposed course of 
military and political action in the immediate future. 
After commenting on the failure of the attempt to 
establish at Kabul a powerful and friendly ruler of 
a united .^Vfghanistan in the person of Yakub Khan, 
the despatch draws the conclusion that the only course 
to be pursued was the dismemberment of the, country 
into the separate provinces of Kabul, Kandahai’, and 
Herat, and the arrangements of such a plan are dis- 
cussed. It is not, however, necessary to consider these 
proposals at length, since they were afterwards subjected 
to important modification. 

About the same date as this de.spatch a scheme 
of military operations for the ensuing spring was 

3lie 
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submitted by the Coimiiander-in-Chief to the Govern- 
ment of India, through the Military Department. It 
suggested the march of Sir Donald Stewart’s division 
by Ghazni to Kabul, as described in tlie last chapter; 
it also proposed operations from Kabul towards Kohi- 
stan aTid Baniian, and from the Khyber against the 
(Thilzais in the I^aghraan Valley, and the advance of a 
force from Kurratn over the Shutargardan to Kabul. 
In the event of the tribesmen again renewing hostilities 
against Kabul in the spring, it would tluis be possible 
within a very short time to assemble a large force from 
all the above-named quarters at the capital. 

Meanwhile, however, reinforcements were required 
to replace casualties and invalids. Recommendations 
were put forward by the Commander-in-Chief to im- 
prove the recruiting for the Native iVrmy, and pro})Osals 
were also urged for the accumulation of stores of all 
sorts at Kabid before the beginning of the hot weather. 

The latter (piestion was one of much impoi'tance. 
As already stated, the lack of forage at the capital 
had nec^cssitated the 12th Bengal Cavalry and 14th 
IJcjigal Lancers being sent to Jalalabad and Gandamak 
rcspectir ely ; and at the same time all spare transpoi*t 
animals at Kabul rvere sent down the line, some to 
Peshawar, to be fitted vsdth saddles, and others to work 
on the Khyber line until again required at Kabul. On 
the ()th .January 1,000 of these tratisport animals left 
Sherpur with a convoy of sick and wounded, accom- 
panied by Colonel C. M. MacGregor, who was to meet 
General Bright and confer with him on the disposition 
of the troops from .Jainrud to Lataband. 

On the 1st of the month Kabul was visited by 
several leading men of the Hazara tribe, who were well 
disposed to the British, and had held Ghazni in our 
interest until the 20th December, wdien it was seized 
hy the Afghan tribesmen. During the same week a 
number of the Kohistani chiefs also came to the capital, 
as well as some headmen from Logar and several 
chiefs of the Gliilzais, amongst their number being the 
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influential Pafisliah Khan. The opportunity was there- 
fore taken of holding a dfirbar, which took place under 
the presidency of Sir Frederick lloberts on the 0th 
January, and at which Sardar Shalihaz Khan was 
installed as CTOV(;rnor of Kohistan, and the intentions 
of the British were explained by the General. 

On the loth January Cieneral Roberts was asked to 
state his views as to operations to be undertaken in the 
coining spring, and he replied on the lOth in detail as 
follows : 

“ VV'^ith refereiK^e to your telegram of the 1 0th instant 
to report, for the information of His FiXcellency the 
Commander-in-Cliief, my proposals as to operations to 
be undertaken in Kohistan and Ramian in the spring, 
r have the lionour to state that, as soon as the severe 
weather is o\’er, it is my intention to move the force 
from Sherpur, which from its great extent requires a 
large garrison, to the Siah Sang hill. 

“'riie force will then be distributed between the 
Siah Sang (in an entreiuthed camp) and the Rala Hissar, 
where commissariat and ordnance stores, etc., will be 
duly protected. 

“ These two forces should consist of not less than a 
division of inlantry, and should comprise : 

'J'wo British infantry rej^inients, 

Five native infantry regiments, 

as well as — 

Two Bengal <‘avalry regiments. 

One battery hoi-sc or field artillery, 

Four moimlain guns, 

One company Sapptsrs and Miners ; 

also sufficient gunners to work the heavy Afghan guns 
which will be in position. 

“ This force will be sufficient to protect Kabul and 
to ensure the tranquillity of the surrounding country', 
as well as to act as an immediate reserve to the troops 
employed in the direction of Bamian, Ghazni, or else- 
where. 
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“ Foi' such field operMtions a force of the following 
si l ength sliould be at iny disposal : 

Two Bi’itish iafiiuhry regiments, 

Five native infiintry regiments, 

A hiM'gade of cavalry, 

One battery horse or field artilleiy. 

One heavy battery, 

Eight inoimtain guns, 

Three tsnnpanies Sappei"s and Miners. 

“ 'L'o bring tlie force now at Kabul up to the aho\'e 
strength I shall require : 

One heavy battery, 

A detat’hmeiit of garrison gunners, 

T\v(» regiments nativi' infantry. 


“ I aitnex a statement showing the posts which I 
(.■onsider should be maintained between .lanirud and 
Lataband, to enable me to take the field without 
anxiety for my communi<'ations with India by the 
Kliyber route. 

“This has been drawn up in consultation with 
(General Bright, who, in lieu of a wing of native infantry 
at Dukka and 600 men at Ali xMasjid, would prefer to 
have a regiment at the former, and SOO men at the 
latter, post. 

“ 3ily object is to render ea(;h post strong enough to 
resist attack, and to form three small compact movable 
columns at Gandamak, Jalalabad, and lamdi Kotal, 
respectively, as I consider that tlie safety of tlie line 
will be better secured in this manner than by posts of 
greater strength without movable columns. 

“ To admit of these posts being held, and movable 
columns being formed. General Bright’s force will have 
to be increased by : 

Two regiments British infantry. 

Four regiments native infantry, 

Two mountain guns ; 


24 
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and the total increase to the Kabul Field Foree^ as it 
stood on the 1st instant, will be : 

One hefivy battery, 

Some gairison gunnere (for Atghan guns of position), 
'[Vo inoiintain guns, 

'I'wo regiments British infantry, 

Six regiments native infanti’y. 

“ If mountain g’uns can be sent, one field buttery 
now ill the Khyber cun well be spared. 

“ I am addressing the Adjutant- General regarding 
the strength of the different regiments at Kabul, also 
about ammunition supplies. 

“ I desire in this letter to suggest, for TIis Excel- 
lency the Cornmuruier-in-Chief’s consideration, the 
advisability of letting the lOth, 12th, and 14th regiments 
of Bengal Cavalry proceed now to the nearest trans- 
Indus point where grass is plentilid, as the horses are 
done up and reijuire rest, 'fhese regiments woidd then 
be fit for service by the end of March, the duty between 
liUtaband and Basawal being taken meanwhile by other 
corps. 

‘‘ If thtise proposals meet with the Commander-in- 
Chief’s approval, I trust His Excellency will urge 
upon (Government the desirability of increasing General 
Bright’s force as I have recommended, without delay, 
in order that the districts of Laghman and Hisarak 
may be visited as soon as possible. The Klians of those 
districts have never yet felt the British power, and will 
assuredly break out and again disturb our communica- 
tions on the first signs of disaffection in Kabul. 

“On the other hand, if now dealt with, they will 
give Jis no anxiety in future ; and when the season 
advances, we shall probably be able to place the majority 
of our troops in cooler and healthier localities than 
Jalalabad and other stations of low elevation. 

“In conclusion, I think that the increase to the 
present Kabul garrison of the battery of heavy artillery 
and two nativ e infantry regiments should be deferred 
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until the season for active operations arrives, as it is 
undesirable to have a larger force than is absolutely 
necessary in Sherpur during the winter months. 

“1 would name the 20th March as the date by 
winch these additional troops sliould reach Kabul. 

“ Statement of posts p'oposcd to he field between 
Ijutahavid and .Jamrud. 

f Two nioniiLiiii guns. 

\ 2itU Punjab Iu>-inti*y. 

Jayfla/ak and Stdi Baht . . . 4r>tlj Sikbs. 

Mjdafnk fCotal and t^ezwnn . . 5lst Liglit Inbintry. 

f Two squ.'K Irons Jbti liongal ( Walry. 

I 'ruo guns 11-$), lloyal A r lilb*ry. 

(Umdnmak (to bold fort and form I Two guns Hazara Mountain Battory. 
movable c*o]umn) . . . . | 12th Foot. 

* I 22nd Punjab Infant rv. 

I 27tb Ihmjab Infantry. 

/'or/ HatUfe to be abandoned and a / One squadron ilrd Bengal ( Vivalry. 
mnv post formed near fio!t:ahad 

Jatalahad FuH , , . , 


Jnluiahad Momhh) Cahimn , 

Mi Hogkan 

hankao . . . . 

hwiwal . . . . 


1 wo eoinpanies lib Mailras Inlantry. 
One squadron (^irabiniers. 

. j One. squadron 17tli Bengal Cavalry. 
I Six eoinpani(^s 4tb Madras Infantry. 
" One squadron Carabiniers. 

One squadron 17tb Bengal (Rivalry. 
Four guns 11.4), Roj'mI Artillery. 

* “ 2ritli Foot. 

;Wlh Punjab Infantry. 

, illst Punjab Infantry. 

M) iruMi 8tli Bengal Infantry. 

/ One troop 17th Bengal Oivalry. 

1 150 men 0th Bengal Infantry. 

{ One squadron ('arabiniers. 

One tr<»op l7tb Bengal (avalvy. 
oOO men Utli Bengal Infantry. 


“ The Field Artillery, 2nd Division, to reimiin un- 
disturbed as at present. 

“ The reserve division to take np all posts to and 
inclusive of Dakka, viz . : 


^Mkka : 

Chuh . 
Khana 


/ lA troops native cavalry. 

Four guns Field Artillery. 

I One company Britisli infantry. 
I One wing native infantry. 

50 iricn^ native infantry. 

{ Half troop native cavalry. 

(50 native infantry. 
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iidudi Kotnl garnmi, . 

tmidi Kotnl Moxmbk Column 
Kata KuMiu . , . . 

All ManjUi 

Fort Maude .... 
Jnmrnd ..... 


FROM KABUL 

Olfc Rtiuuilron native cavalry. 
50<> infantry. 

1 wo ftcM jruiis. 

1,(KK) infcmtry. 

^ Two mouTitaiii guns. 

18 native inlitiitry. 

/ One troop native cavalry. 

* I (JOO native infantry, 

. 25 native infantry. 

/ One troop native (javalry. 

I 250 native infantry.'’ 


The above statement was followed on the 28th o 
January and 5t}\ of I’l ehruary, respectively, by the twi 
coTnmunit^ations from Sir Frederick Roberts w'hieh nr 
given below. 


1. Dcfqxitch from, KahuU No. 24 o/' 1880. 

“ Ghazni for the present may be looked upon as the 
centre of disafibetion, many of those who were at Kabul 
having made for that place after havitig been defeated 
here ; and Musa Jan, the infant son of the ex-Amir, 
hiis been set up there as Sovereign of .Afghanistan, 
and his nile proclaimed. The countiy is undoubtedly 
greatly excited, but though constant rumours of pro- 
jected attacks are industriously circulated, no oftensive 
movements have been undertaken, and I see no reason 
to anticipate at present any attack in force, though 
doubtless later on, unless we take the initiative, a com- 
bination against us is more than probable. 

“ The past month has been devoted to strengthenmg 
Sherpur cantonment, improving the defenees of the 
Bala Hissar, which the arrival of General C. Gough’s 
brigade enabled me to ludd; the opening out of bom- 
niunications which may prov'^e of great ser^dee hereafter ; 
and the collection of commissariat stores, principally 
forage, which the events of December interi’upted. 
Into these matters I propose to go at some length for 
His Excellency’s information. 

“ Although much was accomplished in placing 
Sherpur in a state of defence previous to the AfghatV 
attack, much still remained, and this has iiOw beeiif 




Tk->ip(>raiiv Bkidwj: ovkr Kauh. Rivi:r at Jal vlabaik 1880 (soi tjikh.v portion) p. 372 




THE STRENGTHENING OF KABUL 373 

almost entirely completed. The most noticeable im- 
pro\’ements are the completion of the blockhouses on the 
Bimaru heiglits, the construction of a long loop-holed 
wall connectiiig the native field hospital with the Bimaru 
village, and the strengthening of all the works along the 
eastern and northern faces, and at the north-east corner. 

“ An esplanade of a depth of 1,000 yards has been 
cleared all round the position ; the villages, walls, and 
woods whi(!h came within this radius have been cleared 
away, and all cover for an attacking force as far as 
possible destroyed. 

“ A good military road, suitable for field artillery, 
now encircles the cantonment, and is coiiTiected by 
branch roads with all the gates ; whilst the village of 
Deb Afghan, the ^Vliabad Kotal, and the Kabul Hi\’er, 
have all been united w'ith cantonments. An excellent 
bj idge has been constructed by the 23rd 1‘ioneers at a 
point on the Kabul River to the eastward of, and 
well removed from, the city. It is not intended to carry 
guns, the sappers and miners being employed upon a 
more massive and permanent pile-bridge a short distance 
down-stream. 

“ ’^riie fortified \ illage of Ivala Ibrahim, which stands 
about 150 yards beyond the river, is being prepared 
for the reception of a detachment, and will form an 
admirable bridge-head. These works will render 
communication with the Bala Hissar and the Siah 
Sang heights permanently safe. For the convenience 
of local traffic, and in anticipation of the spring floods, 
ajiother bridge is being erected close to the site of the 
old stone bridge under the remains of the walls of Kala 
Muhammad ; but as this road runs for a considerable 
distance within pistol-shot of the city w^alls, it clearly 
would not do to depend on it alone. 

“ A blockhouse and small entrenched camp wdU be 
provided at the western end of Siah Sang. These will 
(command our direct line of communications with India; 
and with them in existence and the Bala Hissar held, no 
enemy coiild venture on the plain to the east of Kabul. 
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“Tlie interior defences of the Bala Ilissar have been 
much improved ; broad roads have been opened out, 
lateral communications established, and the bjuiquette. 
which in many places was destroyed, repaired and made 
practicable. The hill above is now being rendered 
very defensible by a strong blockhouse on its summit, 
supporting two smaller posts to the south, 

“ Connection between these posts and the Bala 
Ilissar itself is maintained by the old and partially 
ruined walls, which form an excellent covered way, 

“ A magazine is also being constructed in the upper 
Bala Ilissar, sufficiently large to contain all the 
ammunition which Ilis Excellency wishes held in 
reserve at Kabul, — namely, 600 rounds per rifle. 

“ With the increase of the force by General C. 
Gough’s brigade and the completion of the improve- 
ments above related, I anticipate no difficulty in 
holding both Sherpur and the Bala Hissar, and also 
in preventing the enemy occupying the city, unless the 
townspeople should rise cw masse against us, 

“ The Commissariat Department, under Major 
Badcock, has worked admirably. Since the 25th of 
December 17,712 maunds of bhusa and 2,840 sheep 
have been purchased and brought in ; and, with the 
exception of one or two articles of minor importance, 
the entire force is provided for for tlie next three 
months. The actual .supply of bhusa in store is 
sufficient for 54 days only, but current expenditure is 
met from current collection, so this re.serve is intact. 
Several convoys have arrived, bringing almost entirely 
warm clothing, with some rum and a few hundred 
maunds of dhal. 

“ 'I’here are now at present in Sherpur the following 
rounds of ammunition : 

l\>r field gun , . . . , . . 356 

„ mountain gun . . . . , . 277 

„ Martini-Henry ; . . . . 3^ 

„ Snider 337 

„ M.-H. carbine . . . . . . 202 * 
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“A dispensary hfis been established in the city, 
under the supervnision of Surgeon Charles Owen, in 
medical charge of the divisional staff. It is popular 
amongst the natives, and several of those who were 
wounded during the recent operations have attended 
for surgietd aid. 

“ At present, having regard to the extent of the 
position which we hold, I do not feel it to be advisable 
to move out and take the field, and, apart from this, 
the country is covered with snow, and is most difficult 
for man and beast ; and, save under exceptional circum- 
stances, I should not feel myself justified in incurring 
tl>e inevitable losses, both amongst the troops, their 
followers, and the transport animals, that must ensue 
from exposure at this season. 

“ As it is most desirable that I should be in a 


kSonie garrison gtiiiiiors. 
Olio lioavy (siego) battery. 
'IVo regiineuts native in- 
ffniiry, and details suliioieiit 
to make each infantry regl- 
inoiit up to 1100 strong. 
Artillery and cavalry in 
[U’oportion. 


position to take tlie initiative 
and anticipate the combination 
which will probably be organised, 
I trust that the troops named 
in the margin and asked for by 
me in my confidential letter 
No. 1217, dated 13th instant, 


may be despatched so as to arrive at Kabul not later 
than the 15tli of March. 


“ Should I, meanwhile, be seriously threatened, I 
would, of course, call upon General liright, o.n., to 
send towards Kabul the movable column at Gandamak, 


juid, if neces.saiy, that at Jalalabad also ; and as the 
posts en route are now held in streiigth, it is unlikely 
that the troops coming up would meet with sufficient 
opposition to prevent their moving rapidly on Kabul 
Avithin five or six days. 

“ Should occasion necessitate the sending for rein- 
forcements, it is tolerably certain the excitement Avould 
spread more or less along the line of communications; 
it is, therefbi::e,m6st desirable that transport should 
always be Icept up at Peshawar to enable sufficient 
troops 6f the rei^rve division to be pushed up rapidly 
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•to fill the places of General Bright’s movable 
columns.” 

Sir Frederick Roberts then entered into the detail 
of tlie fortifications proposed for the Bala Hissar and 
the Sher Danvaza and Asmai hills, showing the number 
of men actually reejuired for the defence of each ; the 
number of guns, and where placed ; the ^ality and 
supply of M^ater ; the shelter proposed tor commissariat 
stores, troops, followers, and transport aninuils ; the 
supply of fuel, and the position and capacity of proposed 
magazine accommodation, etc;., and continued : 

“XI. — During the late operations the enemy did 
not fail to make use of the fine natural position afforded 
by the Siah Sang heights, and in order to pi’event this 
in future, and also to preserve unmolested communi- 
cation between Shei'pur and the Bala Hissar, I find it 
advisable to erect on the soutli-east comer of these 
heights a small fort, to hold a vdng of infantry and 
tour heavy guns. A good road running from Sherpur 
to the north-east foot of Siah Sang, and thence under 
cover of the fort to the Bala Hissar, is already near 
completion. This includes a permanent bridge over 
the Kabid River due south of the south-ea.st (;orner 
of Sherpur. 

“XII. — I'o protect this bridge and to flank tlie 
open country to tlie south of Sherpur, I have placed a 
fort,* known as Kala Ibraliim Khan, in a state of 
defence, and I propose to garrison it with three 
companies of infantry. These two torts will effectually 
block tlie approaches to Kabul from the east, and 
prevent any attack lieing attempted on the south face 
of the Sherpur <;antonment. 

“XIII. — The position of Sherjmr has already been 
described. The total line of parapet to be deiended is 
8,000 yards ; and the garrison at present consists of the 
whole of my force, except General C. Gough’s brigade 
in the Bala Hissar. 

“ XIV.— The defences of Sherpur have been daily 
* Afghan (brtifiod village. 
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strengthened, and T have no hesitation in saying that 
they are now in a state wJiich precludes the possibility 
of a successful attack on them. 

“ XV. — In order to complete the defence of this 
place and to prevent tlie enemy from again entering 
the city, it will, however, be necessary to erect a small 
])ut strong fort on the Asmai hill. I’his will rvot only 
prevent the above, but wouhl paralyse any attempt 
directed on the west face of the cantonments. 

“ XVI. — In addition to these nreasures, I hav'e 
ordered a committee, under the presidency of (^olonel 
J(!nkins, c.n., to consider what part in the defence of 
tlic city can properly be taken by those of the inhnbi- 
tiints whose self-interest can be relied on to induce 
tliein to aid us. 1 have not yet received the report, 
but it Avill doubtless tend to provide further measures 
to prevent the enemy entering the city. 

“ XVII. — iVgain, a broad gun-road has been made 
outside all routid Sherpur to the Deh Mazang gorge 
iiud to the Siah Sang ridge, and this, with the roads 
already existing, will enable me to move out a force 
of all arms in any dircctioru Moreover, all the forts 
aiul enclosures within 1,(){)0 yards of the walls of 
Sherpur have been levelled, so that now there is no 
luore of that cover from which the enemy were enabled 
to annoy us during the late operatit)ns. 

“XVin. — Having thus elfectually arranged to 
prc\ ent the possibility of an attack on the south and 
west faces of Sherpur, it only remains to consider the 
north and east fronts. The north lace of the Bimai’u 
ridge is strongly entrenched, but even were it not so, 
I should have no anxiety for this side, the country in 
this direction being so open that the enen»y are to the 
last degree unhkely to attempt to atteck it. 

‘‘XIX. — The east face also causes me no anxiety, 
as although it was at first the weakest part of our 
position, it is now about the strongest; and in order 
to attack it, the enemy musi; traverse under our eyes 
a large exfont of open country, and fatally expose his 



a78 THE WATER SUPPLY 

line of retreat, whether he came from Kohistan in 
the north or from Logar or Maidan in the south 
and west. 

“ XX. — The position thus described, though an 
extensive one, comprises the smallest area that would 
secure all requirements of the present time. The force 
under my command is ample for purely defensive 
purposes, but as in the event of another rising of the 
country in anything like the same strength as the last, 
I should be very loth to adhere to a strictly defensive 
attitude, 1 consider that my force should be increased 
by at least two more regiments of infantry. If this is 
done, and taking into consideration the greater security 
from attack of the Sherpur position, I should be in a 
position to keep a movable column sdways ready to sally 
out and attack the enemy. 

“XXI. In regard to the other points in your 

telegi-am under reply, the number of guns in position 
should be four heavy in the Bala Ilissar, and four on 
Siah Sang. 

“ XXri. — The water-supply of Sherpur is good and 
ample, and cannot be cut on ; that in the Bala Hissar 
is also ample and safe, and is now being improved. In 
the Siah Sang pi^sition, the ordinary supply would come 
from the canal from the Logar River which runs below ; 
but as this could be cut oft^ wells must be dug in the 
low ground below, under cover of the rifles of the fort. 
The supply of Sher Darwaza and Asmai posts is no 
doubt ditticult, but arrangements, as 1 have said, will 
be made to store seven days’ supply, and more can be 
taken up on mules. 

“XXllI. — The commissariat stores are at pre.sent 
situated within the Sherpur cantonments, and are well 
pl'otected, being surrounded by an entrenchment and 
‘laager.’ Hereafter they will all be placed in the Bala 
T'lissar. The same remarks apply to the ordnance 
stores, and to the stores of fuel, which latter are ample 
for all requirements, while any amount now is easily 
procurable. 
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“ XXIV. — The troops under my command are now 
fully and comfortably housed in Sherpur and the Bala 
Hissar, as also are the followers. The bulk of \the 
transport animals are provided with shelter in the 
Biinaru village. 

“XXV. — The amount of ammunition in store and 
in regimental possession at present is as follows : 

Martini-Henry carbine . 202 rounds per (arbine. 

Snider carbine . . . 200 „ „ „ 

Martini-Henry rifle . . 386 „ „ rifle. 

Snider rifle . . . 337 

9-pr. guns . . . 356 jiini, 

7-pr. „ . . .388 

“XXV^l. -I must now proceed to consider the 

position which should be held when the state of the 
weather will permit of our taking the field. This 
(juestion altogether depends upon whether it would be 
necessary to continue to hold Sherpur, or whether we 
should abandon it. I am quite of opinion that even if 
it were necessary to maintain our hold f)n it, it would 
not be necessary to keep up a full garrison for it, as, 
if Jinother fort like that already existing on the east end 
of Bimaru is constructed on the west hill, it would be 
impossible for any enemy to hold the place for a 
minute. However, as it may not be possible to provide 
siifiicient shelter elsewhere in time, 1 request early 
order’s whether Government will I’cquire a force to 
remain at Kabul for another winter. 

“XXVII. — Should this step not be contemplated, 
1 would propose to abandon Sherpur and draw in the 
lines of defences closer round the city. The Bala 
Hissar and the Asmai positions would remain the same, 
arvd that on Siah Sang would be extended, so as to 
provide space for two battalions of infantry.” 

The result of these communications was that on 
the 20th February the proposals of the Commander- 
in-Chief for the operations in the spring which 
have been mentioned (p. 368) were sanctioned by the 
Government of India; but the advance of Sir Fretferick 
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Roberts, however, to lianiian was excluded from this 
approval, since it w’as considered that its necessity on 
political and niilitarj’^ gi'ounds hatl not yet been 
established. No movements were, however, contem- 
plated beftwe April, and the first three months of the 
year at Kabul were, from a military point of view, 
uneventful. The measures which had been undertaken 
for the defence of the positions occupied by the British 
at the capital were pushed on ; arrangements w ere 
completed tor sending all invalids to India in a series 
of convoys, and efforts were made for increasing the 
transport with the force, which wnis still seriously 
deficient. 

On the 12th February some 200 Hazaras from near 
Ghazni, under the Icadci’ship of Saiad Muhammad, 
arrived in Kabul for the purpose of paying their 
respects to (General Roberts. This tribe had been in 
constant conflict with Muhammad .Ian near Ghazni, 
and they admitted that they were beaten in their first 
fight with him, but reported that they had since got 
the best of it, and a truce between the two parties had 
been agreed upon till the 21st March. 

During February a corps of Mounted Infantry was 
formed by Sir I^rederick Roberts at Kabul, For this 
purpose detachments of the following strength were 
selected from each infantry regiment in the 1st Division, 
and from the 4'.5th Sikhs : 

liritlsh 1 Native regiment. 

1 Oiliocr. I 1 Biitish officer. 

a Sergefuifcs. j 1 Native officer. 

!J C’orporals. 1 3 llavildars. 

1 Bugler. 3 Naiks, 

63 Men. i 1 Bugler. 

! .53 Men. 

The training and superintendence of the corps were 
placed in the hands of a committee, of which Brigadier- 
General T. D. Baker, c.b., was the President, but the 
efficady of the metisure was largely disepuiited by 
the fact that it was only sanctioned oil the under- 
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standing that no separate establishment of animals 
would he asked for, since it was an important element 
in the scheme that it aimed at the utilisation of trans- 
port ponies {yahus) when available for the pui'pose. 
Sir. M. Kennedy, the head of the Commissariat and 
Transport Department, tlierefore pointed out that, 
looking to the great difficulty that existed in ecpiipping 
the forces in the field with transport nectessary for 
their requirements, it could not be anticipated that 
there would be many surplus transjwrt animals 
available for mounted infantry purposes. 

On the 1st March, Brigadier-General Massy, having 
been recalled to India, w’^as sinx’eeded in the command 
of the Cavalry Brigade by Brigadier-General H. II. 
Gough, V.C., c.ji. 

On the 13th March the Commander-in-(^iiief directed 
that the force in Kabul, under I ieutenant-General Sir 
F. Roberts, should be formed into two divisions - the 
1st Division to be under (ieneral Roberts’s immediate 
command, and tlie 2nd Division under Major-General 
J. Ross, C.B. The whole force, undei- General Roberts, 
was to be termed “ 7Vie Kabul Field Force.” 

jMeanwhile there had been impojiant dianges in the 
political situation in Afghanistan. On the nth March 
Muhammad Jan was reported to liave gone to Wardak 
to confer with the Mustaufi. 'fhe latter personage, 
Habibulla Khan, had been Finance Minister to Yakub 
Khan, and after the massacre of the British Envoy he 
was one of the officers wlio were sent by the Amir to 
Ali Khel to try and delay General Roberts’s advance. 
Along with all the otlier Afghan ministers, he w'as put 
under arrest by General Roberts on his arrival in Kabul ; 
but the Commission wdiieh enquired into the circum- 
.stances of the massacre found .so little against him that 
he was released on security, only, however, to be again 
confined during the attack on Sherpur. His behaviour 
at that time was greatly in his favour, as he resisted all 
the offers of Muhammad Jan, and adAised the latter 
to desist ftom his attempt. Afi:er the defeat of the 
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Afghans he was released unconditionally, and showed 
himself anxious to aid Sir F. Roberts in bringing about 
a settlement of the eoiuitry. With this object he left 
Sherpur, in the hope of brij\ging in all the opposing 
chiefs to Sherpur, to state what their views and inten- 
tions were to General Roberts, so that, if possible, some 
peaceful arrangeiifient might l)e arrived at. 

At this time the Indian Government was equally 
anxious to retire from Kabul in the ensuing autumn, or, 
if possible, earlier, and to withdraw also from Kandahar 
as soon as tl»e rule of the Wali Sher Ali Khan should 
be established there. I’he immediate difficulty was to 
find a strong ruler for Northern Afghanistan, and in 
this dilemma the eyes of Kabul politicians were turned 
tow'ards Sardar iVbdur Rahman Khan. 

'I'his sardar was the son of Mir Afzal Khan, the 
eldest son of Dost Muhammad, and consequently the 
nephew of the late Amir Sher Ali. Since 1868, when 
he was defeated near Bamian by his cousin Yakub 
Khan, he had resided in Russian territory, and received 
a pension IVom the Russian Government of 25,000 
roubles a year. Actiording to all reports he had saved 
large sums out of his pension, and during February 
infoi’ination reached Kabul that he had, with the 
approval of the Russians, crossed the frontier and 
arrived in Badakhshan. He was, by all accounts, an 
able soldier, and lie undoubtedly possessed at this period 
more influence tlian any other chief in Afghanistan. 

On the 1.5th M arcli the proposal to open negotiations 
witli xVbdur Raliman was approved by the Secretary of 
State. On the 10th Mr. Ix'pel Griffin, who had been 
appointed Fliief I’olitical Officer at Kabul, arrived at 
that place, and on the 1st April the following letter 
was sent to Abdur Rahman at Kundu'/:: 

Mr. Griffin 1o Sardar Ahdnr Rahmin Kfuin, 
l.¥/ April, 1880. 

“ It lias become known that you have entered 
Afghanistan, and consequently this letter is sent to you 
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by a confidential messenger, in order that yon may 
submit to tlie British oflioers at Kabul any representa- 
tions that you may desire to make to the British 
Government with regard to your object in entering 
Afghanistan.” 

'Hie Mustaufi was, meanwhile, still absent from 
Kabul, and from time to time sent satisfactoiy news of 
his negotiations with the chiefs of (iha/ni and the 
Wardak Saiads to Sir Frederick Roberts. Nevertheless, 
the month of March closed with disturbing rumours of 
the hostile activity of Muhammad Jan and of other 
Afghan leaders, and much excitement was said to 
prevail in Koh Daman, Maidan, and I^ogar. On tlie 
4<th April it was reported that the Mustaufi was in 
Maidan with Muhammad .Ian’s brother, the latter chief 
liimself being at Arnbu Khak, a village in the Langar 
V'^alley, miles west of Shekhabad. J’he following 
day tlie Mustaufi arrived at Kabul and stated that 
he had left Muhammiid Jan, IMuhammad Hasan 
Khan, Executive Governor of Jalalabad, Sardars Tahir 
Khan, Alim Khan, and Sarwar Khan, Generals 
Aslam Khan, Ghulam Klian and other leading men 
in Maidan, and that they were willing to attend a 
darbar. After some negotiations with Mr. liCpel 
(nlriffin, the Mustaufi again returned to Maidan to 
arrange for the attendance of representative chiefs 
at Kabul on the 18th April. In the meantime the 
Chief Political Officer liad made knoAvn the proposed 
subdivision of Afghanistan, and the separation of 
Kandahar from Kabul. This announcement, it appeared, 
gave general dissatisfaction; and on the 11th April, 
the following document was laid before Mr. Uepel 
Griffin, in anticipation of the approaching darbar : 

“ We, the undersigned, as representatives of the 
tribes of Afghanistan, .send the follow'ing representations 
to the British Government : 

“ I.— Friendship between the people of Afghani- 
stan and the great British Government 
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should be re-established as of former years, 
inasmucli as in this way the interests and 
welfare of both parties would, (iod willing, 
be secured. 

“ II. — Our King and Ruler should be released and 
restored to liis former power ; and w^e the 
tribesmen guarantee that, by the blessing 
of (iod, he will maintain a lasting and 
sincere friendship towards the British 
Oovernment, and that both parties will 
liave identi(;al interests. 

“ Til.- 'I'he British Agent, whoever he may be, 
sliould be of the Muhammadan i-ebgion, 
"wdiile all British troops should be with- 
drawn from our country. 

“ IV. -Tlic Kingdom of Afghanistan should be 
restored in its entirety to its King and 
Ruler. Iti this way it will be able to 
cope with its foreign enemies. 

“ The British (Tovernment should furnish 
such assistance to the King and Ruler of 
Afghanistan as it may think best for the 
interest of both parties. 

“ \T. -Immediate assistance should be given to the 
A mil’, seeing that the country has been 
desolated and nothing of value is left, 
as the British authorities are themselves 
thoroughly aw'are. 

“ We hope that the great British Government wdll 
grant these, the expressed wishes of the tribes of 
Afghanistan, as they consult the interests of both 
parties. 

“All of us ha^’e come to the British authorities 
to ask that wx* and our Sovereign may be forgiven ; our 
wdshes are set forth in the paragraphs above.” 

Dated Friday, ‘i9th Rabi-ul-Sani, 1297 {Qth Apil, 
1880). 
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Names Sealed and Sklved. 


1. Muhaiiiniad Alaiti. 

2. Muhainniad Jan. 

3. Muhaniinad Sarwar. 

4. Ghulam Haidar. 

5. Miihaininad Hasan. 

6. Ai)dul Karim. 

7. Muhammad Tahir. 


I 8. AMul Ghafiir. 

9. Sliali Muhaniinad. 

10. Muhammad Afzal. 

11. Sultan Muliammad. 

12. Lid Muhammad. 

13. Ghulam Ilaitliir. 


Siiliman Khel Ghil/ais .... 

1,5 in 

numlKT, 

Audar Ghilzais ..... 

8 


Ahmadzai (Sulimaii Khel) (ihilzais of 
Zurmat. ...... 

17 


Saiads of Wardak ..... 

17 


Mixed representatives from Logar and 
Kliarwar ..... 

15 


Ahmad/ai (Suliman Khel) Ghilzais 

4() 


Tajiks ....... 

5 


Tajiks of Ghazni ..... 

9 


Mixed rejiresoniatives from Maidan 
Mangals and Totakliels {.sic) . 

14 


48 

»■> 


On the IBtJi April the darbar took place. From 
various causes Muhammad Jan, liis brother, and Muham- 
mad Hasan Khan and tlie leading Durani chiefs were 
not preseJit, and inchided few except (ihilzais and 
representatives of the Saiads of Wardak and tlie other 
non-Durani tribesmen from ra)gar, Zurmat, and Koh 
Daman. The darbar was opened by a speech from 
Sir Frederick Roberts, and the chiefs were then 
addressed by Mr. Lepel Gridin, who, after alluding to 
the absence of some i)f tlie more important leaders, 
proceeded as follows : 

“ You have first asked that the former friendship 
between the Government of the Queen-Empress of 
Hindustan and the Afghan nation should be restored, 
that Amir Yakub Khan should be released and rein- 
stated, and that the British armies should retire from 
Afghanistan. 

“ In reply, I would first remind you that the breach 
in mutual friendsliip was made by Amir Slier Ali Khan. 
The British Government not only always desired, and 

25 
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still desires, friendship with Afghanistan, but will not 
appoint any one as Amir who does not profess friendship, 
nor will allow him to continue Amir, unless he plainly 
shows hitnself the friend of the friends of the British 
Government, and the enemy of its enemies. 

“ For this reason tlie V'^ieeroy has decided that 
Muhammad Yakub Khan shall not return to Afghani- 
stan. You know whether he observed the promises 
that he made to tlie British tlovernment. You know 
that he rewarded those who had opposed us in the first 
campaign, while those who had assisted us he turned 
out of their lands and appointments. You have told 
me privately that if Yakub be not allowed to return, 
you are willing to accept as Amir any one whom the 
Government may choose to select. 

“ These expressions of the wish of a large number of 
respectable maliks w'ill be, at the proper time, laid 
before His Excellency the \’iceroy, together with that 
of others who may wish to support the candidature of 
Sardar VN^ali Muhammad Khan, Sardar Hashini Khan, 
Sardar Musa Jan. Sardar Ayub Khan, or any other 
member of the ruling family who may be approved by 
a large number of the people. I’lie (government has no 
intention of annexing Afghanistan, and will occupy no 
more of it than may be necessary for the safety <)f its 
own frontiers. But the Province of Kandahar will riot 
remain united with Kabul, but will be placed imder 
the independent rule of a Barakzai prince. For the 
administration of those provinces that remain attached 
to Kabul, the (Government is anxious to appoint an 
Amir wlro shall be strong to govern his people, and 
steadfast in his friendship to the British. And if only 
these (pialifieations be secured, the (sovernment is 
willing aiul anxious to recognise the wish of the Afghan 
people and the tribal chiefs, and to nominate the Amir 
of their choice. But no decision can be given at 
present. You, who have assembled here, represent but 
a small part of the {)eople, and it is necessary to 
ascertain the \'iew,s and wi.shes of many others, (diiefs 
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iihd sardaifi who are absent from Kabul. But your 
votes in favour of Yakub Ivlian’s immediate family will 
be remembered and considered if, until the decision of 
the Government be given, you absolutely abstain from 
all hostile action. Otherwise you must not expect that 
the Government will consider him likely to be a friendly 
Amir whose friends are its persistent enemies. 

“ The armies of the Queen-Empress will withdraw 
from Afghanistan when the (iovernmejit considers that 
the proper time has come. .(Vs they did not enter 
Afghanistan with your permission, so they will not 
withdraw at your request. When the country is again 
peaceful, and when a friendly Amir has been selected, 
the Government has no wash to remain in Afghanistan, 
'fhe array came to Kabul to inflict punishment for the 
murder of its Envoy in time of peace, which some 
of you have called a regretted accident, but wliich the 
British Government considers an atrocio\is crime, and it 
will remain until some satisfactory settlement can be 
made.” 

The Chief Political Oflieer then alluded to the 
intended movements of trof)ps throughout the country, 
and counselled tlie sardars to do wduit they could to 
assist the leaders of these, as wx'll as to discountenance 
the perpetration of outrages which could only result in 
the punishment of those implicated. He declared that 
in its European as well as its Asiatic relations tlu^ 
British Government had sliown itself the friend and 
protector in.stead of the destroyer of Islam ; and he 
concluded by stating that such questions as the future 
appointment of a Muhammadan Agent at Kabul nmst 
be reserved for discu.ssion betw'een the Viceroy and 
whatever chief should eventually be appointed Amir. 

All this time the supporters of Sardar Abdur 
Rahman Khan were rapidly gaining adherents in 
Northern Afghanistan. The influence of the sardar 
in Afghan Turkistan, of which he w'as practically 
master, was equally instrumental with his position in 
the Barak'/.ai family in furthering his claims. The 
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news of his arrival at Kiinduz had created the utmost 
excitement all over the countiy. It was said that the 
Kohistanis were unanimous in their support of him, and 
an announcen>ent on the part of Abdur Rahman of his 
approaching visit to Kohishin had drawn tbrtli a reply 
from Khoja Jan, Mir Bacha, and all the chiefs of 
Kohistan and Koh Daman, saying that they looked on 
him only as their sovereign, and would give no support 
to Muhammad Jan, Musa Jan, or Yakub Khan. Such 
was the position of parties when, on the 21st April, the 
following letter was received at Kabul ; 

Sardur Abdur Rahman Kluin to Mr. hepe! GrijJ'm, 

April 1880. 

“Whereas at this happy time I have received your 
kind letter. In ji spirit of justice and friendship you 
wrote to ciKpiire what I wished in Afghanistan. My 
honoured friend, the servants of the great [British] 
(Government know well that throughout these twelve 
years of exile in the territories of the Emperor of 
Russia, night and day 1 have cherished the hope of re- 
visiting my native land. When the late Amir Sher Ali 
Khan died, and there was no one to rule our tribes, I 
proposed to return to Afghanistan, but it was not fated 
[that I should do so] ; then I went to 'I'ashkend, con- 
sequently Amir Muhammad Yakub Klian, having come 
to terms and made peace with the British Government, 
was appointed Amir of Afghanistan ; but since after 
he had left you, he listened to the advice of every 
interested [dishonest] per.son, and raised fools to power, 
until the ignorant men directed the affairs of Afghani- 
stan, which during the reign of my grandfather, who 
had eigliteen able sons, was so managed that night was 
bright like clay, Afghanistan was, in consequence, dis- 
graced before all States, and ruined. Now, therefore, 
that you seek to learn my hopes and wishes, they are 
these : That as long as your Empire and that of Russia 
exist, my countrymen, the tribes of Afghanistan, should 
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live quietly in ease and peace ; and tliese two States 
should find us true and faithful, and that we should rest 
at peace between them [En^hind and Russia], for niy 
tribesmen are unable to struggle with Em])ires, and aj’e 
ruined by want of commerce ; and we hope of your 
friendship that, sympathising with and assisting the 
people of Afghanistan, you will place them undei- the 
honourable protection of the two Powej-s. 'Phis would 
redound to the credit of both, would gi\e peace to 
^Afghanistan, and (juiet and comfort to God’s people. 

“ This is my wish ; for the rest it is yours to decide.” 

’I'o which the following reply was given : 


Prom Mr. Lcpel Giifjin to Sardar Ahdur Ra/man 
Khan, 30M. April, 1 880. 

“ On the *21st iVpril I received your friendly letter 
from Ivunduz, and understood its contents, together 
with the messages which you sent by iMuhammad 
Sarwar. Roth were submitted by telegram for the 
information of His Excellency the V^icjeroy and 
Governor-(Teneral of India at Simla, and I am now 
commanded by him to reply to your letter to the 
following effect: 

“ 'Phe friendly sentiments which you have expressed 
are cordially reciprocated, and the Rritish Government 
has only one object in its communications with you, 
namely, to restore peace to Afghanistan, and friendly 
relations between that country and itself. For this- 
it is believed that the time is opportune. .tVn army 
marching from Kandahar has just occupied (ihazni, 
and is now pursuing its march to Kabul ; while the 
Wardaks, who have opposed the march of a brigade 
sent from Kabul to co-operate with the Kandahar army, 
have been defeated with heavy loss. 'Phe British 
Government does not desire to annex Afghanistan, 
and will withdraw its armies from Kabid so soon as 
it has established an Ainii’ who is willing to liv^e in 
peace and friendship with the Government. This you 
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are ready to do, and consecjuentiy the Viceroy and 
Clovcrnor-deneral, believing yon to be the most capable 
of the JJarak'/ai family, and most approved by the 
people of Afghanistan, offers you the Amirship, and 
will assist you to establish yourself and supply your 
immediate wants. 

“ AVhat you said regarding Russia has been fully 
understood, a?id the tiovernment appreeiates your 
sentiments towards tliose from wdiom you have so 
long experiencred hospitality, but on this point no 
difficulty need arise, for, with regard to yo\ir future 
relation with Russia, the Government desires nothing 
different from what has already been agreed upon 
between that country and Her Majesty’s Government. 

“It is of gi-eat importance for you to take action 
at once ; should you accept tins friendly offer of the 
Government, you will do well to come to Kabul with- 
out delay, where you are assured of honourable 
reception and persotial safety. But at no place but 
Kabul can final arrangements be satisfactorily and 
quickly made. 

“ This letter, in duplicate, is taken by W azirzada 
Sardar Muhammad Khan, a trusted official of the 
British Cf overnmeut, who will explain other matters 
by word of mouth, and by Sardar Sher Muhammad 
Khan, who is well known to you, and who is a well- 
wisher of the Biitish (Government and of Afghanistan.” 

It is now necessary to leave the account of the 
political negotiations and return to that of the military 
movements at the beginning of April. 

On the 17th March the (Quartermaster-General 
telegraphed to Sir F. Roberts: 

“At the time of Stewart’s reaching (ihazni your 
movable force will be disposed as follows : It will 
occu|)y Surkai Kotal, Shutargardan, and Kushi ; with 
.sufficient force at Kushi to hold it, and, if necessary, 
reinforce Stewart at (Ghazni. Please report for Chiefs 
information what disposition of the force you would 
make with this view, Stewart is ready to start, but 



FURTHER PRECAUTIONS :«)! 

cannot do so until the Bombay troops arrive in suflicient 
strength. 1 will give you more detailed information 
shortly, but I suppose end of month will see him en 
route, and at (Jhazni about twenty-fiv’e days later.” 

Again, on same date: “Wlien your movable force 
takes the field, and if you only hold the Bala Hissar 
and Siah Sang with your reduced force, Avill Sherpur 
be sufficiently under command of these places to prevent 
its being occupied and lield by the enemy, or would it 
be necessary to break the walls and otherwise render 
the place untenable ? ” 

To the above. General Roberts replied on the 
20th March : 

“ To hold Shutargardan and Surkai Kotal with 
safety, and to be able to meet all gatherings of the 
(ihilzais, not less than one mountain battery and three 
regiments of infantry would be required. The balance 
of the movable column would be available to operate 
in the direction of (rhazni, if necessary. But as affairs 
are now progressing, I think it likely that the whole, 
or at least the greater part, of my force will be required 
for political reasons at or near Kabul, and that General 
Stewart will not need any assistance at (ilhazni. I’he 
proposed submission of the sardars and leading men 
now at (Riazni will ensure no opposition being offered 
at that place, and will require increased watchfiihiess 
and strength at Kabul. There is, of course, no cer- 
tainty what aspect political affairs may assume about 
tl»e time of General Stewart’s arrival at (ihazni. 'fhe 
Commander-in-C’hief shall be kept carefully informed 
of all political changes from day to day, to enable His 
Excellency to consider what the military requirements 
may be,” 

With regard to Sherpur cantonment. General 
Roberts replied on the 20th that the only way to 
render Sherpur untenable, without knocking down the 
walls, which w’ould cause gi'eat delay, was to hold the 
posts on the Birnaru heights. Blockhouses had been 
erected there, and with the aid of a small movable 
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column the position could safely be held; otherwise 
Sherpur would have to be abandoned to the enemy, 
which would not only increase their prestige, but would 
give them easy and uninteiTupted access to the city. 
General Roberts pointed out that the retention of 
Sherpur depended on various circumstances which could 
not be foreseen, and he therefore submitted that the 
question should be left to him to decide at the time. 

General Roberts was informed, in reply, that the 
Commander-in-Chief considei'ed that Sheipur should 
be held as long as possible ; but that the point must be 
settled by General Roberts when necessity arose. 

On the 19th March the 24th I'unjab Infantry 
(Colonel F. M. Norman) and the 4,5th Sikhs (Colonel 
B. Armstrong) reached Kabul, in augmentation of the 
force there, followed by the 17th Bengal Cavalry on 
the 24th and the 27th Punjab Infantry (Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hughes) on the 26th March. On the 22nd 
large reinforcements of transport aJiimals were received, 
while those with the force had improved considerably 
in condition as the weather bec'ame milder. The Kabul 
Field Force now numbered o^•er twelve thousand men, 
and at the close of the month the infantry was formed 
in two divisions, commanded severally by Sir Frederick 
Roberts and General Ross, in accordance with the 
Commander-in-Chief ’s orders of the 13th March (see 
Appendix XV III.). 

On the 27th JMarch the Cavalry Brigade under 
Brigadier-General Hugh Gough, supported by the 
newly organised Mounted Infantry, reconnoitred beyond 
Chaharasia and found the country all (juiet. Three days 
later a reconnaissance towards Arghandi showed similar 
tranquillity in that direction. 

Major-General J. Ross arrived on the 2nd April 
and took over command of the 2nd Division, while 
Brigadier-General W. Roberts assumed command of 
the 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, on the 8th idem. 
No. 6-8 Battery (screw guns) and the 8rd Punjab 
Cavalry also arrived from India early in the mouth. 
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News from Sir l^onald Stewart stated tJiat his force 
would reach Ghazni on the 21st, and preparations were 
therefore puslied forward for the march from Kabul t»f 
a force wliich was to proceed to Shekhabad to sup}X)rt 
General Stewart’s advance. Of this force General Ross 
was directed to take command, and its departure was 
fixed for the 14th April, but was afterwards postponed 
to the 16th to allow' the sardai’s and maliks who had 
attended tlie darbar at Sherpur to return to their 
homes. At length on the morning of the 16th the 
column marched from Kabul, composed as follows : 


( avillry 


Artillery 


/'llritisli 


Tnthiitry, 

rifles. 


Native 


" Oth Ijiiuccrs (1 sqiiiulroii)-' tlie lion. 

II. 

" Mnl lleiigal Cavalry -LientenMiit-Cojonel A. It. 1). 
iMai’kenzie. 

Punjab Cavalry (2 squadrons), 
r (?-8, R.A. (4 .screw guns) Alajor T. Craliaiii. 

I No. 4 Ilazfira Mountain Rattery ('aplain A. 

I Hroadfoot. 

241t}i Foot -Colonel W. Daunt. 

'23rd Pioneers f/icutonant-Coloiiel H. Collett. 
24th Punjab Intantry Ueutenant-Coloiud l'\ B. 
Norman. 

4th (iiirkhas ‘ laoutonant-Colonel K. K. Roweroft. 
No. 3 ( bin pa nv, Sappers and Miners -Lieutenant 
I 11. Dove. 


Total strength, 3,960, wdtli four days’ ordinary sup- 
plies, and fifteen days’ tea, sugar, and rum ; also ten 
days’ tea, sugar, and rum for (General Stewart’s troops. 

The general military situation at tins time at Kabul 
and on the line of communications was described at 
length by Sir Frederick Roberts in a report to iiriny 
Head-quarters, dated April the 17th. After noticing 
in detail the strength of the Field Force, etc., the 
General proceeds : 

“ On my first arrival at Kabul, and for some time 
afterwards, the passage of troops to and fro between 
Kabul and the Shutargardan kept the fei’tile v'allcy of 
the Logar open, and I then drew, and am still con- 
tinuing to draw, thence (but latterly in smaller quan- 
tities) a, considerable portion of the supplies necessary 
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tor my force. The disturbances of last December, the 
expectation that the festiv^al of Naoroz would be the 
prelude to further hostilities, the rumoured approach of 
Abdur Rahman, and intrigues in other interests by 
Muhammad Jan — all combined to unsettle the country 
and to paralyse trade ; but the steps taken politically 
to break up the (Jhazni taction, which no doubt was 
brought about by the mission of the Mustaufi Habi- 
bulla, prevented the anticipated combination at Naoroz. 
The Mustaufi has succeeded as well as could be 
expected, but his success was attended with much 
delay and difficulty, owing to the scattered habitations 
and the conflicting interests of the sardars with whom 
he had to deal ; and although the men who accom- 
panied him to Sherpur cannot be considered as powerful 
personages, they still form a fairly representative section. 
Of course, there would have been no military obstacle 
to moving out and coercing the refractory sardars, 
but this would have undoubtedly frustrated the very 
objects which the Mustsiufl was endeavouring to 
attain.” 

He then adverts to the march of General Ross’s 
division ; after which, turning to the question of com- 
missariat, he writes : 

“Up to the present no insurmountable difficulties 
have been met with in provisioning the troops, and I 
do not think that any such are likely to arise. Certain 
articles must be procured from India, but to these, of 
course, 1 do not refer. Rut though I see no reason to 
anticipate the occurrence of any greater obstacles than 
have already been succes.sfully overcome, still this very 
important matter is, and must continue to be, a source 
of gi’ave anxiety to any one commanding a large force 
in an enemy’s country ; especially a country like 
Afghanistan, where, even in a few days, and with little 
or no previous warning, great pressure may be success- 
fully brought to bear against those upon whom we are 
dependent.” (For further details as regards equipment 
and supply, .see Appendix XIX.) 
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“ No precautions,” continues General Roberts, “ have 
been neglected to strengthen our position at Kabul. 

*• All tlie forts and walled enclosures within a radius 
of 1,000 yards from Sherpur have been levelled, with 
the exception of Kala Mustaufi and Kala Zulfikar, at 
the north-west and south-east corners of cantonments 
respectively; these have been retained, as they give 
admirable flanking fire along the faces. 

“ The tort of Ibrahim Khan has been strengthened, 
and forms an excellent bridge-head at the spot where 
a very substantial wooden bridge (capable of bearing 
heavy artillery) spans the Kabul River and carries the 
direct road from Sherpur to Siah Sang and Butkhak. 

“ On tlie north-west corner of Siah Sang, and in 
sight of Fort Ibrahim Khan, a txnver (iapable of holding 
twenty men has been eonstructed ; and this tower again 
is visible from Fort Roberts, a strong work on tlie 
most western spurs of Siah Sang, which completely 
dominate the city, and from which the 40-pounders 
and new (S'Jl-inch howitzers can sweep the country in 
any direction. 

“From here the Bala Ilissar is distant not more 
than 1,400 yards, and flag signals can easily be read with 
the naked eye. In the Bala Ilissar an inner line of 
defence has been prepared, Mitliin which all our stores 
are collected, and the space betAveen this inner line and 
the outer wall on the city side, AV'hicli was formerly 
a tangled network of houses, has been levelled and 
cleared. Three hundred feet above the Bala Hissar 
stands the Bala Burj, which has been repaired, and 
which is now capable of accommodating twenty rifles ; 
it is practically inaccessible, has a most extensive com- 
mand of fire, and is an excellent link between the 
upper Bala Hissar and the Sher DarAvaza and the Deh 
Mazang gorge, and to communicate with the Avork on 
Asmai. From this point to Asmai a new line of road 
has been constructed, completely avoiding the city and 
Deh Afghan. It crosses the Kabul River near the site 
of the old bridge and enable.s the garrison of the Asmai 
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post to retire upon the Sher Darwaza, if it should 
become necessary. On Asmai is a fort to accommir>date 
150 rifles. Thi.s eflectually cov^ers the nortiiern entranee 
of the Deh Mazang gorge, and as long as this fort and 
the works on Sher Darwaza are in our possession, the 
occupation of the city by an enemy is impossible. 

“ On Bimaru ten blockhouses have been constructed, 
in addition to a small fort on the eastern end, and 
another small one in Bimaru village. V'^arious other 
military precautions liaA'^e been taken, such as abattis, 
scarping where needful, entanglements, clearing the 
front of all cover, etc. ; whilst care has been taken that 
each post is visible to its neighbour, and that they give 
mutual flanking defence. The position may now be 
said to be as strong as the means and time at my 
disposal admit of its being made.” 

The despatcl) further deals with the arrangements 
made by the Oeneral in case of attack and with the 
working of the varioiis departnients, ineluding transport, 
with regard to which he reports : 

“ The present state of the transport is as follows : 



Effecth'u. 

Sick. 

'I'otol. 

Camels . 

. 1,708 

196 

1,904 

Yabn.s 

. 1,62.5 

469 

2,0()4 

Mules and ponies 

. 5,540 

902 

6,442 

Bullocks . 

. 749 

87 

866 


Sickness is almost entirely due to sore-backs and mange, 
the former being in a large majority. Convoys from 
l)elow arrive, as a rule, in good order; but the animals 
which come with regiments or drafts almost invariably 
contribute largely to the number of sore-backs in 
hospital.” 

Finally, Sir Frederick Roberts goes on to describe 
the events which had occuri'ed on the Khyber line, and 
which will be dealt with in a future chapter. 

General Ross’s force, which left Kabul on the 16th 
April, camped that night at Kala Kazi, being accom- 
panied so far by Sir Frederick Robeits. Thence it 
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timrched by Arghandi to Maidan, where a two days’ 
halt was made. Reports were received of a hostile 
force coming from liOgar, but no definite information 
could be obtained by reconnoitring parties ; the people 
of the country, however, refused to bring in supplies, 
and a foraging party sent out on the 10th, under 
liieutenant W. G. Straghan, 2-9th Foot, was opposed 
by some ,500 men, supposed to be under Bah^idur 
Khan. Brigadier-General Charles Ciough proceeded to 
Lieutenant Straghan’s support, but when he arrived it 
was too late in the day to take any active measures. 
On the same afternoon a reconnaissance party of eight 
sowars, 3rd Punjab Cavalry, under C'aptain the Hon. 
C. Dutton, A.Q.M.O., was fired on near the Safed Khak 
K otal : one sowar was badly wounded and two horses shot. 

'fo inflict punishment for these outrages two columns 
were sent out from the force on the 2()th, commanded 
respectively by Brigadier-General (Charles Cfough and 
Colonel F. B. Norman. The towers of the oflending 
villages were blown up and supplies collected from 
each, and the columns returned to camp without being 
molested. 

On the 2 1st General R.oss marched to Kala Durani, 
and on the 22nd to 'fop (or Sar-i-Top) ; shots were 
fired at the column from the neighbouring hills on both 
days, but without causing any casualties. While on 
the march to I’op a heliographie light was seen on 
the Sher Dahan, in the direction of Ghazni, a kotal 
8,300 feet in height, and the highest spot on the ro.ad 
between Kabul and Kandahar. This turned out to be 
from the signallers of Sir Donald Stewart’s Field 
Force. Communication was at once established, and 
news received of the decisive victory at Ahmad Khel. 
This intelligence was sent back to Kabul by special 
messengers, where the announcement had a most 
beneficial effect in quieting existing uncertainty .and 
excitement* -A; Salute of thirty-one guns was fired 
fiom the upper Bala Hissar <mi the following morning 
in honour of the victory. 
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From Top General Ross’s force riiarched to Saidabadi 
wliere it halted and established regular communication 
with Sir Donald Stewart. Bodies of armed Afghans 
w'ere several times observed on the surrounding hills, 
but they always withdrew witliout attempting hostili- 
ties when threatened by the British force. Recon- 
noitring parties were sent out from camp on the 24th, 
one over the Zamburak l*ass towards the IjOgar Valley 
round by the ’fangi A\"ardak and back by Shekhabad ; 
a second up the Ghazni road, and a third across tlie 
hills west of the camp. 

Meanwhile, on the 20th April, the following force 
had marched from Kabul towards Chaharasia, under 
the command of Colonel F. II. .lenkins, c.b., with a 
view to keeping in check the people of liOgar, who 
M'^ere said to be assembling under Aruhanimad Hasan 
Khan, c.r-C^overnor of .lalalabad, and were threatening 
the rear of General Ross’s force : 


('oK)iiel JtRikiiis, <Mi. 


( iiViilry . Cor|)S of (luklos, 2 Hijiiadroiis — Uou- 
tei lai it-( ’ol ont^l ( i . StewMi-t. 

I Arlillory. F-A., R.H.A. (2 ginis) IdenUumut 
J, IL WkMlcllOflSl*. 

j l)2nd 2(»li ri/lesi 

I P . , I Major (», 8, Wldfo. 
n ail j y - j (orps i/n Juifle.s, 0(M) rifles -LitMitoiiaiit- 
I ( •i>lofK*l K. H. P. P. ( -aiiiphell. 

f mjCf rifles, 
rutal . I 250 sabres. 

I 2 guii.s. 


'riie column emramped on the 20th at Beni Hissar 
and marched for Chahanisia on the following morning ; 
here it encamped l)ctwccu the Chaharasia hamlets aiul 
Chihil Dukhtaran, where news was brought to Colonel 
Jenkins that Muhammad Hasan Khaii had started with 
2,000 nien to attack General Ross, but on hearing of 
his (Colonel .Fenkins’s) march, he had returned and was 
then at Muhammad ilgha or Kiiti Khel, two villages 
on the Logar road, 12 miles ahead of the column. 

()n the 22nd the force remained halted at Chihil 
Dukhtaran. Further intelligence was received of 
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jMuliammad Hasan’s gathering, and a picquet of the 
Afghans was discerned on a high hill about a mile 
sonth-east. At 2 a.m. on the 25th C’olonel Jenkins 
received warning that the enemy intended to attack 
him at dawn. This intelligence was at once despatched 
to Sherpur and preparations were made for meeting the 
attack. I’o the left and left ftont of the camp, and 
distant from 1,300 to 1 ,500 yards, were ranges of rocky 
hills, spurs of wliieh ran doMoi to the I^ogar road, 1 ,200 
yards from the camp front. On the right and right 
rear, 1,200 to 1,300 yards away, were the hamlets of 
Chaharasia with their gai-dens and enclosuies. 

A party of Guides Cavalry was sent to reconnoitre 
down the Logar road, which ran due south from the 
camp past the spurs described above, and as day broke 
this party was seen retiring slowly before an adv ancing 
body of Afghans, while similar hostile forces were 
descried threatening both right and left Hanks. 

Ctdonel .lenkins at once ordered the tents to be 
struck .and the baggage to be parked under shelter of 
a small detached hill in rear (north) of the camp, half 
.1 company of the 92nd and a company of the Guides 
being told off as baggage guartl. 

Two small fortified villages protecting the right and 
right rear of the camp were also occupied by detach- 
iruaits of the (guides Infantry, while a troop of tlu; 
Guides Cavalry under IJeutenant G. K. i)aly was 
sheltered behind the w^estern of these. 

I'he right centre, centre, and left of the position 
were held respectively by two companies of the Guides 
under (^aptain Battye, two companies of the 92nd 
under Major White, and two other companies of the 
Guides under Captain A. G. Hammond. The two 
guns of F-A were brought into action froTU theii* 
position in camp, and opened fire at about 5.15 a.m. on 
the enemy on the ridges. The latter seemed at first 
to number about 3,000 men, but they were further 
reinforced during the day. They speedily commenced 
a brisk fire on the British force, using Martini, Snider, 
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and Enfield rifles ; but though in the course of the 
morning their standards were brought up to \Vithin 
200 yards of our position, they could not be induced 
by their leaders to attempt an effective charge. 

As soon as the sun got high enough, Colonel 
.lenkins sent a heliograph message to Kabul announcing 
that he was attacked ; in answer to which he was 
informed that reinforcements had already started to 
his support under (ieneral H. T. Macpherson. In 
anticipation, therefore, of their arrival, the Ifritish force 
retained its original position unaltered, with the exception 
of the withdrawal of the guns to a less exposed spot 
about 400 yards in rear. 

lirigadier-Cieneral Macpherson had left Sherpur at 
0 a.m., with the following force : 

Viiujab ( Walry — Lieuteiumt L. S. fl. 

Baker 85 sabres. 

0-8, li.A. (screw liritisli mountain battery) — 

Lieutenant A, F, Liddell 2 guns. 

No. 2 Mountiiin Battery (Derajat), Native — Major 

G. Swiulcy 2 ,, 

J)2iul Highlanders (other wing) — lAeuteiiant-Coloncl 

C«. H. Parker 278 rides i 

45tb Sikhs- ].4itMitenant-(’oionel F. M. Annstrong . 555 „ - \ 882 

2nd Gurkhas — Oaptain W. Hill . . . 129 ,, J 

His orders were to relieve Colonel Jenkins’s force 
and to bring it back to Sherpur, after driving off the 
enemy. 

Having left two companies of the 45th Sikhs to 
hold the Sang-i-Nawishta Pass, which commands the 
road to Kabul, Cieneral Macpherson pressed on, and 
arriving at the scene of action, his first order was to 
send the baggage back to Sherpur, so as to free the 
remainder of the force for action. He then prepared 
to attack the left wing of the enemy’s semicircle, which 
occupied the walled gardens, vineyards and orchards 
nem* the villages of Chaharasia ; while, at Colonel 
Jenkins’s suggestion, three companies of the 45th were 
ordered to reinforce the British left, so as to allow of a 
forward movement at that point also. 
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COMPLETE SUCCESS 

On the riglit the tour mountain guns under Major 
Swinley came into action some 600 yards in rear of a 
line of skirmishers composed of the wing 02nd High- 
landers and detachment 2nd Gurkhas, who advanced 
steadily towards a mound and a walled orcihard occupied 
by the enemy. From these points the Afghans were 
qui(ikly driven, and they were soon streaming over the 
hills in rear pursued by (iencral Macpherson’s infantry 
and by the tire of the four British and native mountain 
guns, which were advanced as the enemy retreated, 
'i'hc line of advance was over heavy giound, terraced 
fields, and walled v^illages and orchards, among which 
the enemy’s standards were dotted in considerable 
juirnbers ; one of these was captured with great deter- 
mination ,‘ind dash by the 2nd (Gurkhas, and its loss was 
the signal tor a general retreat on the part of the 
Afghans. 

Meantime, about 3 p.m., as soon as the three 
companies of the 45th Sikhs had come up on the left 
of C\)lonel .Jenkins’s fighting line, a general advance 
took place of the British left and centre, (^a[)tain 
Hammond’s companies of the Ciuides, supported by 
the 45th Sikhs, advancing over the south-eastern 
heights without a check. I'he resistance met with 
was not protracted, and only a few fanatics stood 
tlieir groimd until bayoneted or shot as the British 
advanced. 

The head-(|uarters wing of the 92nd, the 2nd 
Gurkhas, and detachment of the 45th Sikhs cleared 
all the hills to the south and east, until not a man was 
visible, and the Guides Cavalry and the Horse Artillery 
continued the pursuit for 4 miles. 'I'he pursuers then 
made a detmir and returned by Chihil Uukhtaran to 
the original site of Colonel Jenkins’s camp. Here the 
whole force was assembled at 4 p.m. and marched 
for Sherpur under General Macpherson’s orders, 'fhe 
(lantonment was reached at about 8 p.m. 

Brigadier-General Maepherson estimated the Afghan 
loss on this occasion at 200 in killed alone, while native 

26 
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reports made it 250. ’Phe British loss was 4 killed and 
34 wounded. 

To return to General Ross’s movement to meet 
General Stewart’s force. 

On the 25th April part of (ieneral Ross’s force was 
engaged with the Afghans near Shekhabad. New's 
havitig been received of a large hostile gathering under 
Abdul Ghafur of the Langar Valley ajid Akhta Buland 
of Rustam Khel in the eastern Maidan V’alley, Gcn(;ral 
Ross determined to setid out two parties, one to proceed 
direct against the enemy occupying the ridges north- 
west of camp, and the other to go <m tlic Shekhabad 
road and attach the left of the enemy’s position, so soon 
as the direct attack had developed itself. 

Both columns left camp at about 11 a.m. The first 
W'as (‘omposed of : 

:lr(l Ueimal Ciivulry . (1 tvoim, -JO wibrcs)- Major 

JJ. \\\ Willock. 

ll.izarfi MtumUiu Hattfry ((’eiitre ilivisioii, iJ |J:uns)‘ 

Lieutenant. Jl. M. SaniL 
haeh. 

2*Sltli loot . . . (2 (T)rnpanie>^, iJ ottieei’s, 12;^ 

men) ( aptain .C. M. 
StiK’kIey. 

•Mh (iurklms . . 3* British oirteers, r> 

native oflicers, 272 men) 
Major J. I lay, 

'Phe second party was as follows : 

i\rd Bunjab Cavalry . (i troop, 1 native ofltoer, 25 

sabres). 

Uiuler Major H, A. 24th Bunjah Infantry . (;) fompanies, 2 British 
(;onibe/o.A.o.M.<i. oiiicers, 3 native officers, 

haviltlarsj ItUi rilles)— 

, Captain B. H. Wallerstein. 

IJeutenant-Colonel Rowcroft’s force proceeded 
towards the hills to the north-west of the camp to 
dislodge and drive off the enemy, who had oceupied in 
force several very commanding po,sitions on different 
crests and ridges of the hills. 

This duty he effected with a loss of only one killed 


IJnilor Lieutenant- 
( nlonel F. K 
Rovveroft, -Mh 
(Lirkhas, 
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and four wounded, and at ti p.ni. he returned to 
camp. Meanwhile Major Coml)e’s detachment, liaving 
advanced up the Shekhal)ad road, foimd the ejiemy 
occupying a I'idge parallel to, and about 2 miles to the 
left (west) of the Jfritish advance. From this position 
they were dri^'eu without difHculty and without any loss 
by the British. 

Whilst the above operations were proceeding, M.ajor- 
(lencral Hills and several other ofHccrs, witli an escort 
of the 3rd Punjab C'avalry. rode. o\er to Sir Donald 
Stewart’s camp at Shashgao.and thus established personal 
communication with the (iha/,ni Field Force. 

On the following morning (20th April) the sig- 
nallers above (general Ross’s camp reported th.at the 
enemy were again assembling on the neighbouring 
heights ; Brigadier-Oeneral C. (lough was accoi'dingly 
seiit out with a column composed ol‘ two guiis each of 
0-8, Royal Artillery, and the Hazara Mountain Battery, 
a wing each of 2-Oth Foot and tlie 23rd Ib’oneers ; 
another division of tlie Hazara Mountain Battery under 
Lieutenant 33. C. Wace also took part in the affair 
from the “signal hill,” west of the camp, 'fhe combined 
(ire of the guns soon caused the Afghans to retire 
from the position which they had taken up, and they 
were hotly pursued l)y the infantry, who advanced 
witliout opposition (or a considerable distance. The 
detachment returned to camp at .'5.30 p.m. 

On the 28th April Cleneral Ross’s di\'ision mo\'ed 
from Saidabad to Shekhabsid, and was joined here 
by (5-11, Royal Artillery, the heavy battery drawn l)y 
bullocks which had accompanied the (lhazni Field l^'orce 
from Ivandahar. The next day liieutenant-Cleneral 
Sir Donald Stewart, with some of his staff, himself 
joined General Ross and the division marched to Top, 
a column having been sent under Brigadier-General 
C. Gough to visit Langar, to inflict punishment for the 
attacks lately made, in which expedition no opposition 
was encountered. From Top the force continued its 
return march towards Kabul by way of Kala 13urani 
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and Arglaandi, at which place Sir Donald Stewart was 
met by Sir Frederick Roberts. 

Tlie division marched into Kabul on the 2nd May. 
On the same day Sir Donald Stewart took over the 
supreme command of the Northern Afghanistan Field 
Force (see p. 3G5). 

While these events had been occurring in Afghani- 
stan, Jjord Ueaconsfield’s Administration in England 
had come to an end, and the 29th April saw the 
announcement of the appointment of the Marquis <»f 
Ripoji to be \’^iceroy ol' India in succession to Lord 
liylton, while the Manpiis of Hartington assumexl the 
otKce of Seeretarv' of State for India. 



CHAPTER XIII 


OI'KRATION’S OK IHE NOirKHEUN AHJUAXJSI’AN KIHLD 

KORl'B, (JNI)KR SIR DONALD S'lKWART, KROM AlAY TO 

SEl>'rEMBKU, U«JO. 

The month of Muy found llie fountiyin the iminedmte 
neighbourhood of K;il)ul fairly quiet and settled, but it 
was evident that where the actual jjresencie of tiur 
armies had not been felt no influence or authority had 
been established by tlie Rritish. The monarchy of 
Sher i\li had given place to a state of anarchy, in which 
the rival chiefs recognised no authority but their own. 
'i'lie one point of agreement amongst them, howe\ er, 
was their desire to rid themselves, as speedily as possilile, 
of the presence of the invading troops, and the events of 
the past few months luiving shown conidusively that this 
object could not be effected by force, they were willing 
to unite in furthering the negotiations which should 
again establish a Barakzai prince on the throne, and thus 
supply an alternative government to that of the British 
generals. 

These negotiations meanwhile proceeded slow'ly. 
Further letters were I'eceived from Sardar Abdur 
Rahman on the 16th May and 9th June, couched in 
friendly terms ; but he appeared to hesitate to visit 
Kabul in person, and accordingly, in letters dated the 1 4th 
and 15th June, Mr. Griffin strongly urged him to lose 
no time in concluding final terms of friendship with 
the British and in using his influence to bring about a 
settlement with the Afghan leaders. The prolongation 
of the negotiations increased the existing feeling of 
unrest and excitement, which was furtlier augmented 
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as Abdur Rahman approached Kabul. This restlessness 
showed itself in the neighbourhood of the capital by 
fretpjent attacks on picquets, and by difficulty in 
collecting supplies from the country people. It was 
determined, therefore, in the latter part of June, to 
concentrate the British forces in the neighbourhood of 
Kabul. A month earlier various movements of troops 
had taken place, partly to relieve the strain on the 
Commissariat Department at Kabul and partly to 
protect adherents who were in danger of being coerced 
by the recalcitrant factions. Thus on the 8th May the 
following force, under the immediate command of 
Brigadier-General T. D. Baker and accompanied by 
Ijieutenant-General Sir F. Roberts, proceeded to 
Chaharasia in the Logar alley : 

{ lith I jaiicors (wing). 

. *! 3i*d Punjab (’avalry (2 squadrons). 

I 17tb Bengal 1 ‘avalry. 
r O-fb Royal Artillery {4 guns). 

\ No. 2 Moiintiiin Battery (0 guns). 

[ Nos. 5 and 7 (-oinpunies, Bengal Sappers and Miners. 

I 72inl Higlilanders. 

. 2nd Gurkhas. 

I 5th Gvirkhiis. 

V 5tli Punjab Infantry. 

From Chaharasia the column moved along the 
Logar Valley to Zahidabad and Deh-i-Nao, whence a 
party m^is despatched some seven miles east on the 15th 
to destroy a fort belonging to the Ghilzai chief 
Padshah Khan, who had become recalcitrant now that 
he was no longer in a position to profit by the political 
situation in Afghanistan; thence it marched to the 
neighbourhood of Hisarak, but keeping to the right 
bank of the I^ogar River, and here, on the 17th May, it 
was but a mile and a half from the camp of the 8rd 
Division (late Ghazni Field Force), on the opposite 
bank. On the 20th May the brigade turned westwards 
to Baraki Rajan, Amir Kala, and Shekhabad : thence 
northwards to the vicinity of the Kotal-i-Takht. From 
the latter place. Sir F. Roberts, taking with him the^ 


(■iivrtlry 

Artillery 

Infantry 
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four guns of 6-8, Koytil Artillery, 1 troop of the 9th 
Lancers, No. 5 Company of Sappei*s, and 2 companies 
of the 2nd (iurkhas, returned to Kabul by way of 
Kala Haidar Khan, and reached the capital on the 29th 
May. Another detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. W. McQueen, c.n., composed of 6 companies 2nd 
Gurkhas, and the 3th Punjab Infantry, returned to 
Kabul by the Chardeh \’'alley. 'fhe rest of General 
Baker’s brigade remained in camp in Maidan until the 
6th June, being rejoined meanwhile liy 2 guns of 6-8, 
Royal Artillery. On that date it marched for Kabul, 
where it arrived on the following day, and encamped 
between the Bimaru hills and the lake. 

Meanwhile Major-(ieneral James Hills, (mj., v.c., 
was appointed to command the 3rd Division, North 
Afghanistan Field Force, in I^ogar, and joined the 
division on the 14th May. It was encamped at the 
time at Hisarak, with one brigade (General Barter’s) 
at Kala-i-Jabir.‘ On the 19th May General Hills with 
his head-quarters joined the latter brigade, Brigadier- 
General Hughes still remaining at Hisarak. ()n the 
31st the divisional head-quarters, Cavalry Brigade, 
and 1st (Barter’s) Infantry Brigade moved to Deh-i- 
Moghaliin on the left bank of the river where it turns 
shaiply northwards. Here, in consequence of the 
unsettled state of the surrounding country and the 
possibility of a hostile demonstration against the British, 
General Hills constructed a series of defences against 
night attacks, cutting the standing crops round the 
perimeter of tlie camp, erecting sangars on the neigh- 
bouring heights, demolishing two fortified villages which 
had harboured the enemy, and rendering the position 
of the division as impregnable as possible. It was 
evident that there was a great deal of ill-feeling against 
the British in the district ; the sentries and picquets 
were fired on night after night ; difficulty was ex- 
perienced in collecting supplies, and all information 
tended to show that but little provocation was required 

* Not ou map. 
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to arouse a considerable outburst of hostility in the 
valley. 

On the 18th June the Urd Division left Logar, 
marched towards the eapittil, and encamped on the 20th 
at Chaharasia, sending in a convoy of sick and the 
ordnance field park which was not required to Kabul. 

Meanwhile, a few days earlier, on the 14th June, 
a brigade, eoinmanded by Brigadier-General Charles 
Gough, moved out of Sherpur and encamped at 
Wazirabad, preparatory to marching into the Pagliman 
Valley. It was composed of the following trtx)ps : 


Snl Betigal Cavalry .... 451 sabres. 

Hazai'a Mountain Battery 

2-9th Foot ...... 690 rifles. 

4th Gurkhas ..... 639 

24th Punjab Infantry .... 628 

No. 2 Company, Bengal Sappers . . 102 


On the 18th this brigade encamped in the Begtut 
Valley, a fertile locality at the foot of the Paghman 
range, about 4 miles from Kala Ghulam Haidar, and 
so situated that a force placed there could prevent the 
movement of bodies of men between Maidan and 
Kohistan. 

Here, on the 20th June, news was received that 
there was a gathering of gfiazis in Maidan, and the 
brigadier accordingly sent out a dettichment consisting 
of 1 squadron of the 3rd Bengal Cavahy, 2 companies 
of the 9th Foot, and 4 of the 24th Punjab Infantry 
under Colonel F. B. Norman, to ascertain the state of 
ailairs. 'I'his party reconnoitred as tar as the Kotal-i- 
Safed Khak and encountered a considerable body of 
tribesmen, but the latter fell back without offering any 
serious resistance, and only a few shots were exchanged. 
Colonel Norman’s detachment rejoined the brigade the 
same evening. 

The next day {21st June), Gough’s brigade moved 
to a high and commanding ridge in Paghman, where it 
was reinforced by the 3rd Punjab Cavalry ; thence oii 



409 


PALLISER’S EXPEDl T1 ON 

the 24th it marched in two columnsi l)y the Siali Bini 
Kotal and the Surkh Kotal to Karez Mir. On tlie 
latter date the camp was visited by Sir Frederic^k 
Roberts, who made a reconnaissance towards Kala 
Murad Beg, returning to Sherpiir by the Kara 
Dushman Pass, and the Pai Minar Kotal. 

Meanwhile the 3rd Division under General Hills 
remained at Chaharasia till the 2()th .June, when the 
increasing scarcity of supplies in the neighbourhood of 
Kabul necessitated the return of the division to the 
Logar Valley. This movement was the signal for the 
hasty break-up of the turbulent bands whi(0i had 
assembled in J^ogar on the departure of the British ; 
hut considerable parties of Afglians were reported to 
be still hanging about in the neighbourhood, at Patkao 
Shahana, Hisarak, and otlier villages. Of these the 
force at the first-named place w^as said to number 1,000 
or 1,.500 tribesmen from Zurmat who were awaiting 
reinforcements from Muhammad .Jan. In conse(juence 
of intelligence to this effect the Major-General directed 
Brigadier-General Palhser to proceed with liis cavahy 
brigade towards Patkao Shahana and Hisarak, and to 
ascertain whether any hostile gathering was present at 
either place or in the neighbourhood. 

Accordingly, at 3.30 a.m. on the 1st .July, Brigadicj*- 
(ieneral Palliser marched with the following force : 

1st Punjab ('avalry, 231 vsabres (lAeutenani-C oloiu?! ( S. Maeleau), 

2ik1 yy ,j 158 „ ((’oloiiel T. G. Kennedy). 

IJlth Bengal Lancers, 188 lances (C/oloiiol P. S. Vurkc). 


General Palliser’s first object was to turn the river- 
flank of Patkao Shahana so as to cut off’ retreat therice 
towards the neiglibouring enclosed country, where the 
action of cavalry would be hampered. On tlie way the 
news of a hostile gathering near Patkao Shahana was 
confirmed, and when within 2 ^ miles of the low range 
of hills w'hich concealed the village, a few horsemen 
were obseiwed towards the left front, watching the 
advance of the brigade. The direction of the march 
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was thereupon changed, and the column headed tow'ards 
this point. General Palliser hoping that, from the top 
of a ridge in front, he would be able to look down on 
Patkao Shahana and the lower levels adjacent ; but 
instead of this he found a succession of undulating 
heights over which the scouts advanced for about a 
mile, while the main body of the brigade halted at the 
foot of the first ascent. 

At length from the farthest crest the village of 
Patkao Shahana was visible to the right front, and to 
the left front the enemy could be seen in compact order 
but in full retreat towai'ds the Altimur Pass ; about 
2 miles away a separate kxly of infantry was observed, 
estimated at 1,000, with a few scattered horsemen. The 
Urigadier now checked the advance of the scouts and 
ordered up the main body of the brigade, leaving a 
squadron of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, 52 sabres, to 
watch Patkao Shahana and to summon the nuiliks of 
that village, 'fhen, concealed under cover of the 
ravines, he took ground to the left so as to get as near 
to the enemy as possible, and finally followed in direct 
pursuit with 1^' squadi’ons 19th Bengal Lancers and 
2 squadrons 1st Punjab Cavalry in the first line, 
supported by 1 squadron 1st Punjab Cavalry and 
1 squadron 2nd I’unjab Cavalry under Colonel 
Kennedy. 

Owing to the difficulty of the ground it was some 
time before the brigade came in contact with the 
retreating enemy, who by this time were much 
scattered. The Afghans fought desperately when 
brought to bay ; Captain Seymour Barrow, 10th Bengal 
Lancers, galloper to General Palliser, was severely 
wounded on the bridle hand and right forearm, and 
altogether the casualties were considerably more, in 
proportion to the numbers engaged, than is usual in 
combats with Afghans, the totals being three men and 
eight horses killed, twenty-nine men and twenty-five 
horses wounded. 

The pursuit was continued for a space Of two hours, 
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and extended over 7 or 8 miles from Patkao Shahana 
to within a few miles of the Altimur J’ass near the 
village of Oucha Khan. The enemy were so much 
disorganised and scattered that the supporting squadrons 
were engaged as much as those in front. 

At length at 1) a.m., seeing that the country became 
more rugged as the mountains w'ere approached, and as 
the horses were getting tired and footsore, General 
Palliser collected his squadrons and retired, carrying off 
the killed on horses, and those severely wounded on im- 
provised litters made w^ith lun^/x and lances ; the whole 
force then returned to Patkao Shahana, which place was 
reached by noon. Here the horses were watered and fed, 
and after a halt of two hours the march back to Zargau 
Shahar was commenced. Camp Avas reached at 0 . 30 p. m . , 
the brigade having covered about 40 miles in the course 
of the day. 

The enemy in this affair numbered about 1,500 
infantry, chiefly Ghilzais of the Zurmat district, 'fhey 
left fully 200 on the field, and, but for the unfavourable 
nature of the ground, their losses would have been 
much heavier. Their dispersal had a most excellent 
effect in the district: the hostile combination against 
the British was entirely broken up, and Logar was once 
more freed from the presence of the ghazis ; more than 
this, it deterred Muhammad Jan from joining the 
gathering, which he was on the point of doing when the 
action took place. 

The month of July passed uneventfully. Gough’s 
brigade in Koh-i-Daman remained at Karez Mir till 
the 12th, when it marched about 4 miles north-east to 
Pai Nao and thence on the 14th to the neighbourhood 
of Zimma. On the 26th it returned to Ksira Dushman, 
south of Mama Khatun Kotal, 11 miles from Kabul, 
and on the 29th to Kala Haji. JVo changes took place 
in the brigade except the exchange of the 2-9th Foot 
for the 67th Foot from Sherpur on the 21st. The latter 
regiment had been rather sickly and the change was 
carried out for their benefit. 
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The 8rd Division, meanwhile, remained in camp in 
Logar, nor did any movements occur in the division 
except the march, on the 12th July, of the 19th Bengal 
Lancers, one squadron of the 1st Punjab Cavalry, and 
the 1 5tli Sikhs to Kabul, the first regiment for duty at 
Field Force head-quarters, in relief of the 17th Bengal 
Cavalry, which was returning to India, the remaining 
troops on esctort duty. The march of this detachment, 
with the convoy under its charge, was covered by the 
movement of (General R. Barter’s (1st) Brigade from the 
main camp of the division at Zargan Shaliar to Saiada- 
bad. There the brigade remained till the end of the 
month, the remainder of the 8rd Division moving, on the 
28th July, from Zargan Shahar to Mirza Khel. 

From Kabul, on the 9th July, the following force 
under Brigadier-Cieneral Maepherson moved out to 
Abdul Clhafur in the Chardeh Valley, about 0 miles from 
Sherpur : 

9th I^ancei's (1 s(|UHdron). 

No, 2 Mountain Buttery (4 guns). 

9!2nd Ilighlandeiis. 

‘iSth Punjab Infantry. 

4.'>th Siklis. 

1 Company, Bengal Sappers. 

These troops were to remain there some little time, 
as their presence was intended to act as a check upon 
the movements of the gathering which, with fluctuating 
strength, still existed in Maidan ; whilst they were also 
within easy distance of Cleneral Gough’s brigade, which 
had moved to Soflan, 3 miles south of Baba Kuhkar. 

At Head-quarters preparations were in train for the 
withdrawal of the troops from Afghanistan by Avay of 
the Khyber ; ‘ arrangements (which were subsequently 
stopped) were made for the destruction of the defences 
about Kabul and Sherpur; all sick and weakly men 

' Tlie original intention of vvitlidrawiiig part of the force the KiUTam 
Valley was eventually discarded, owing partly to the necessity of despatching 
a large force from Kabul to Kandahur, and partly to the desirability of using’ 
the most direct route in order s|>eedily to leave Northern Afghanistan to the 
new Auur« 
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from the three divisions, as well as excess of camp 
followers, were collected at Sherpur and marched for 
India on the 28th and 2yth July: schemes were prepared 
for the withdrawal of (General Bright’s troops from the 
Khyber, and for the retrograde movement from Kabul. 

During this time the negotiations with Sardar 
Abdur Rahman had been proceeding without interrup- 
tion. On the 3rd July the Sardar was at Khinjan, on 
the 16th he reached Tutam Dara in Kohistan, hav ing 
previously seiit a letter to the Kohistan rnaliks announc- 
ing that he came with friendly intentions towards the 
British, and calling on them to refrain from hostile 
gatherings or disturbances. His approach to Kabul 
and the negotiations between him and the British 
naturally excited the keenest interest in iVfghanistan. 
On the 22nd .July a darbar was held at Sherpur, 
at which many sardars and rnaliks attended to hear 
.Mr. Lepel Griflin’s announcement that the British 
Government had arrived at satisfactory arrangements 
with Sardar Abdur Ralnnan Khan, and that the troops 
would very shortly evacuate Afghanistan. Sir Donald 
Stewart concluded the proceedings by expressing a 
hope that the Afghans would sink all private quarrels, 
and unite in preserving peace and order in Kabul 
and the country after the departure of the British. 

About the same date a despatch was received by 
Sir Donald Stewart from the Government of India 
saying that the arrangements for withdrawal from 
Afghanistan might now proceed, and indicating the 
attittide to be adopted by General Stewart preparatory 
to that movement. With this despatch was enclosed 
the follow'ing letter to Sardar Abdur Rahman Khan, to 
be delivered to him after his recognition as Amir : 

To Mis Highness Sardm' Abdur Rahman Khan, 
Amir of Kabul. 

{Afier compliments.) “ His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor-General in Council has learnt with pleasure 
that Your Highness has proceeded toward Kabul in 
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accordance with the invitation of the Britisli Gov^ern- 
ment. Thei*efore, in consideration of the friendly 
sentiments by which Your Higliness is animated, and 
of the advantage to be derived by the sardars and 
people from the establishment of a settled govennnent 
under Your Highness’s authority, the British Govern- 
ment recognises Your Highness as Amir of Kabul. 

“ 1 am further empowered on the part of the Viceroy 
mid Governor-General of India to inform Your High- 
ness that tlie British Government has no desire to 
interfere in the internal government of the territories in 
the possession of Your Highness, and has no wish that 
an English Resident should be stationed anywhere 
within those territories. For the convenience of 
ordinary friendly intercourse such as is maintained 
between two adjoining States, it may be advisable 
that a Muhammadan Agent of the British (Tovernment 
should reside, by agreement, at Kabul. Your Highness 
has requested that the views and intentions of the 
British Government with regard to the position of tlie 
ruler at Kabul in relation to foreign powers should 
be placed on record for Your Highness’s information, 
'riie Viceroy and Governor-General in Council authorises 
me to declare to you that since the British Government 
admits no right of interference by foreign powers within 
Atghanistim, and since both Russia and Persia are 
pledged to abstain from all interference with the affairs 
of Afghanistan, it is plain that Your Highness can have 
no political relations with any foreign power, except 
with the British Government. If any foreign power 
should attempt to interfere in Afghanistan, and if such 
interference should lead to unprovoked aggression 
on the dominions of Your Highness, in that event 
the British Government would be prepared to aid you 
to such extent and in such manner as may appear 
to the British Goveniraent necessary in repelling it: 
provided that Your Highness follows unreservedly 
the advice of the British Government in regard to your 
external relations.” 
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RECEPTION OF THE AMIR 

Such was the position of affairs when, on the 
29th July, on the day on which the distant sound 
of musketry, saluting the arrival of the new Amir 
at Istalif, reached General Gough’s camp, now at 
Kala Haji, the bazaars of Kabul, crowded as tliey were 
by armed supporters of Abdur Rahman, were thrown 
into the greatest excitement by wild rumours of a fight 
at Khushk-i-Nakhud between the troops of M^ili Sher 
Ali of Kandahar and those of Sardar Ayub Khan from 
Herat, resulting in the defeat and flight of the former. 
Within a few hours the particadars of the disaster 
at Maiwand reached Sir Donald Stewart from Simla, 
'riiis intelligence completely deranged all previous 
[)lans for the withdrawal of the troops and materially 
altered the complexion of affairs as well in Eastern 
Afghanistan as in the province of Kandahar. 

General Stewart’s first action was to order the flrd 
Division to march slowly towards Kabul, where a 
camping ground was chosen for it, and General 
Maepherson’s brigade was at the same time recalled 
from Chardeh. 

Rut neither these movements nor the disturbing 
news from Kandahar were allowed to interfere with 
the arrangements for the reception of iVbdur Rjihman. 
'I'he Sardar had now arrived from Charikar at Ak 
Sarai, and 2 miles from that place and IG north 
of Kabul the first interview took place between him 
and the Chief Political Officer on Saturday, the 31st 
July. The event was one of considerable interest 
and importance ; that the result w'as satisfactory was 
evident on all sides. The impression made by Abdur 
Rahman’s appearance and bearing was most favourable. 
'Ihe Amir-elect was thus described in a letter from 
Mr. Lepel Griffin to Sir Donald Stewart relating the 
circumstances of the meeting; 

“The darbar tent was pitched on a hill affording 
a good outlook on Jill sides; and His Highness w'as 
aceoinpaiiied by only 200 or 800 horse and a few' 
infant^, while a large number of followers, estimated at 
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from 3,000 to 4,000, accompanied him to within half 
a mile of the place of meeting, and remained there 
till proceedings had terminated. 

‘‘ Amir Abdur Rahman Khan is a man of about 
forty, of middle height, and rather stout. He has an 
exceedingly intelligent hice, brown eyes, a pleasant 
smile, and a frank, courteous manner. I'he impression 
that he left on me and the officers who were present at 
the interview was most favourable. He is by far tlie 
most prepossessing of all the Barakzai sardars whom 1 
liave met in Afghanistan, and in conversation showed 
both good sense and sound political judgment. He 
kept thoroughly to the point under discussion, and his 
remarks were characterised by shrewdness and ability. 
He appeared animated by a sincere desire to be on 
cordial terms with the English Government, and al- 
though his expectations were, as might have been 
anticipated, larger than Government is prepared to 
satisfy, yet he did not press them with any discourteous 
insistence, and the result of the interviews may be con- 
sidered on the whole to be highly satisfactory.” 

I'his practically completed the preliminary arrange- 
ments with the new Amir. The subsequent negotiations 
proceeded without serious difficulty, and from this time 
forward the discussions as to the political settlement 
of Afghanistan have no bearing on the military 
operations, and will not be further referred to. 

'Fhe month of August found the preparations for 
the evacuation of Eastern Afghanistan almost completed. 
This movement had been arranged and had Ireen publicly 
announced both in darbar and to the new Amir before 
the news of Maiwand arrived, and it was considered 
advisable not to make any change in the plans for 
withdrawal. Not only was there a fear lest delay 
might result in the British being involved in new 
complications owing to the possible spread of increased 
hostility from the west, but it w'as also held that 
adherence to the intended evacuation would produce 
confidence in our good faith and in our ability to deal 
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without difficulty with the complications that had 
arisen towards Kandahar. 

Nevertheless the despatch of a strong force to 
Kandahar w-as of course essential. Sir Frederick 
Roberts was given the command of it, and the details 
of its composition were arranged on the 3rd August. 
On the same date the revised programme for the w^ith- 
drawal of the troops of the Northern A fghanistan Field 
Force from Kabul was submitted by Sir Donald 
Stewart to the Commander-in-Chief, and on the 6th 
the sanction of the Secretary of State to the proposed 
movement was received by the Viceroy. 

Meanwhile the 3rd Division arriv'ed in tlie Chai’deh 
X'^alley on the 1st August, and concenti’ated at Kabul 
on the 5th ; General (Rough’s brigade marched into 
Kabul on the 4tli ; wlnle in compliance witli orders 
from General Stewart, the Central India Horse and 
11-0, Royal Artillery (Mountain Battery), were sent up 
from the Khyber liine Force to join General Roberts’s 
division, which was styled the “ Kabul-Kandahar 
Force.” 

No. 4 IMountain Batteiy started for Pezwan on the 
4th August; 6-11 and 12-0, Royal Artillery, escorted 
by Nos. 2 and 3 Companies Sappers and Miners, left 
Kabul for India on the 5th ; G-3, Royal Artillery, with 
a squadron 10th Bengal I cancers and Nos. 5 and 7 
Companies Sappers and Miners, left on the 6th, and 
A-B, Royal Hoi'se Artillery, witli 3 troops 10th Bengal 
Lancers and No. 4 Company Sappers, marched on the 
7th. The general departure, however, was not to take 
place until the 0th August, and this date was afterwards 
changed for the 11th; the Kabul-Kandahar Force was 
to march on Monday, the 0th. 

On the 6th August the following Order was issued 
by Sir Donald Stewart : 

“As the force now employed in Northern Afghani- 
stan is about to be broken up, the Lieutenant-General 
Commanding takes this opportunity of thanking 
Generals .R^ Ross, Hills, and the officers of all 

■ 27 
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departments, civil and military, for the cordial suppoA 
they have given him during the period of his command, 
The discipline and conduct of the soldiers, European 
and Native, who have served in the various Field Forces 
throughout Afghanistan, have, from first to last, been 
beyond praise ; and it is with pride that the Ijieutenant- 
General here records the fact that during the two years 
he has been in the field, only two cases have come to 
his notice in which complaints have been made by the 
people of the country against the men of the force. 
The Lieutenant-General desires to give his special 
thanks to General Bright and the troops employ-ed on 
the line of communication, as on their exertions the 
comfort and the efficiency of the troops at the front have 
been largely dependent. General Bright and his officers 
and men may be satisfied that their valuable services 
are fully appreciated by Government and their comrades 
at Kabul. Though the return to India of that part of 
the force detailed for service in the direction of Kandahm* 
may be somewhat delayed, the Lieutenant-General feels 
sure that he speaks with the voice of the army, when 
he assures Sir Frederick Roberts and the column under 
his command that they cany with them the warmest 
sympathy and good wishes.” 

On the 9th and 10th August the arrangements for 
the march of the force to India were completed ; the 
remaining sick, and all ordnance and telegraph stoi*es 
.started tor India on the latter day, and every preparation 
was made for the retirement to begin in earnest on the 
11th. (For detail t)f the Field Force on this date, see 
Appendix XX.) 

At length, on the morning of the 11th August, Sir 
Donald Stewart, accompanied by Major-tieneral Hills 
and the officers of the Political Staff, held a darbar 
outside the western gates of Sheipur emtonments, and 
there received the Amir Abdur Rahman, handing over 
to him the charge of the capital, wffiieh had been in the 
hands of the British for the la.st ten months. Tlie 
fortifications built by the British army of occupation 
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round Kabul were left undemolished at the special 
request of Abdur Rahman, which was acceded to by 
the Government of India. 

Thirty of the guns captured by Sir F. Roberts at 
Kabul were restored to him as the successor of Slier 
Ali, and more than five lakhs of rupees which remained 
in the Kabul treasury were handed oi er to him. 

At 5 a.m. on the same day the baggage of the force 
had moved off towards Butkhak, and was followed in 
the course of the morning by the troops, now formed 
into one division, under Major-General Hills. The 
division, numbering in all G,f>78 men, marched out of 
Kabul and the Bala Hissar in tliree parallel (*olumns, 
and were accompanied by Sardar Wall Muhammad, 
I’ahir Khan, A lam Khan, late Governor of Ghazni, 
Amin Abdulla Khan, and many Hindus. The departing 
columns were also followed by large droves of cattle, 
the property of private owners going down to India. 

The division encamped that night at Butkhak, 9 
miles from Kabul, thus bringing to a close the eventful 
occupation of the Afghan capital. 

'I'he march of the Field Force head-quarters and of 
General Hills’s division to India w^as uneventful, and 
may be described in a few words, 'fhe table on p. 420 
gives the principal details of the order of march and the 
dates of departure from the various points. 

It had been Sir Donald Stewart’s intention to move 
Major-(ieneral Hills’s division as a body to (iandamak, 
to march it from that point by brigades to Dakka, and 
thence in smaller detachments through the Khyber, 
but this plan was necessarily modified by circumstances. 

The dmsion ceased to march as one body from 
Seh Baba, as it was found necessary to rest some of 
the transport animals, since nearly the whole of the 
reserve transport had been used to carry stores and 
baggage. From .Tagdalak the retirement was by single 
brigades owing to the camping gi’ounds on the route 
being confined, as well as for the reason given above as 
to the sa\dng of the transport. From Dakka, according 
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Detail of the March of the Kahal Field Force to India , 


Datk. 

l»t Brigado, (hinwral 
Gt>ugli. 

2iid Bripriwlti, General 

3rd BrigadO) Cokjnel 

Hiighew. 

W. Daunt. 

Aug. nth 

Hilfckliak 

Butkhak 

Butkhak. 

„ 12th 

I^atabaiid 

Lataband 

Liitabaiid. 

„ 13th 

Sell Biiba 

Sell Baba 

Sell Baba. . 

„ 14th 

)y 

«lagdalak 

(\vith Field Force 
quarters). 

Jagdalak. 

iiid Divisional Head- 

„ loth 

Jagtialak 

(with Divisional 
liearl-iinarters). 

Pozwan . 

(with Field Force 
tr €‘.ad-q iia rter.s). 

Jagdalak. 

,, Kith 


Safeil Sang 

Pelllavan. 

„ 17th 

Kozwaii . 

39 

Safed Sang. 

„ IHth 

Safe*! Sang 

33 * 

33 

„ lOlh 

3.» 

Fort liattye . 

33 

„ 20th 


Roziibad . 


„ 21st 

t) 

Jalalabad 

Foi*t Battye 

(with * Divisional 
Heafi-quarters). 

„ 22.1.1 

1} * 

33 • • 

Rozabad. 

„ 23r«l 

J<V)rt liattyo . 

33 

Jalalalmd. 

„ 24th 

ff 

Detachment to Ali 
Boghan^ remain- 
der at Jalalabad. 

33 

„ 25th 
„ 26th 

Rozabad . 
tfalahibad 

Ali Boghan 

Sir Donald Stewart 
posted to Laiidi 
K liana en roufe for 
Simla. 

33 

Detachment Ali 
Boghan, remainder 
Jalalabad. 

Ali Boghan. 

,, 27th 
„ 28th 

„ 29th 

;ioth 

„ 31st 

Ali Rogbaii 

(with Divisional 
Head-quarters). 
Dudiipur 
(Jhardeh . 

IkiRawal . 

These brigades here 
kichmeuts. 

after moved by de- 

Sept, l.st 

Dakka (tieneral Brq 

^ht assumed commaiirj 
Northern Afghan h 

l of the troops in 
s tan). 

» 4th 

Ditidi Khaim . 

.5th 

Kuta Kushtia . 

! 


„ 0th 

Shergai . 



„ 7th 

Hari Singh-ka-Burj 

j 



to the original programme, the brigades were to be 
broken ixp into smaller fractions ; but it appeared to 
the Commander-in-Chief inexpedient to delay this 
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until so lute in the tnurcli, and the reduction was 
accordingly nuide from Jalalabad, whence only the 
1st Brigade, which acted as rear guard, marched as 
nearly as possible intact. This brigade experienced to 
the full the harassing and trying duties of the rear 
guard of a large force moving through a dillicult 
country, inhabited by an unfriendly population, at a 
seitson of the year when the heat is most intense and 
trying. Its march and that of its baggage was 
frequently much delayed by the block of troops in 
advance, and the nature of the route, especially between 
Butkhak and Safed Sang, necessitated the heights 
commanding the road being crowned. 

At Safed Sang large bodies of men, chiefly Kluigianis, 
assembled on the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd ^Vugust; they 
were, however, respectful in their demeanour to the 
British force, and made no attempt to break the peace. 
General Ciough called up the chief maliks of the villages 
around on this day and warned them against plundering 
the Amir’s property, pointing out to them the short- 
sightedness of a policy which must bring eventual 
punishment, even though they might obtain some small 
present gain. Notwithstanding this warning, no sooner 
was the rear guard out of sight of Safed Sang than the 
place, which hsid been handed over to an officer of the 
Amir, was invaded and plundered by the tribesmen. 
In consequence of these proceedings no one could be 
found, two days afterwards, to take over Fort Batty e 
in the interests of the Amir; it was accordingly left, 
witli the surplus stores therein, at the mercy of the 
neighbouring villagers, who carried off all they could 
lay tlieir hands on. From Jalalabad downwards, how- 
ever, all commissariat and other stores were moved 
hack to British tenitory, their transport being facilitated 
here by the use of rafts, which had been collected in as 
large numbers as possible on the Kabul River. 

Meanwhile a site had been selected for camps for 
the various parts of the divisions as they issued from 
the Khyber at about 600 yards beyond Hari Singh-ka- 
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Burj, 4" miles from Peshawar, in a north-westerly 
direction. Here there was a stream with a good flow 
of water, and a deep well of excellent water about 
600 yards off. Arrangements were made to improve 
the water-supply and to tiualitate the watering of 
horses, etc. Sites were allotted for latrines and pre- 
cautions were taken to ensure proper sanitation. 

xV standing camp was also formed at Khairabad for 
the use of troops crossing the Indus at Attock, and all 
available boats and boatmen were collected at that 
place. 

It was found desirable to delay the final retirement 
of the rear guard from Dakka, in order to clear out 
stores, etc., as well as for political reasons ; but by the 
4th September the last troops marched from Dakka to 
Eandi Khana, this final march from Afghanistan being 
made by General Hills in comparative force. 

On the 8th November the North Afghanistan Field 
Force was broken up, and the campaign in this part 
of Afghanistan thus came to an end. The frontier 
defined by the Treaty of Gandamak was temporarily 
iulopted as the north-west boundary of the Indian 
Empire. 



CHAPTER XIV 


OPERATIONS AND MOVEMENTS ON THE KIIVBER LINE FROM 
THE Isi JANUARV, 1880, TO MARCH, 1881. 

'riiE story of events on a line of connnunieations must 
of necessity be more disjointed, and less full of connected 
interest than the operations at the head-quarters of a 
Held tbree. 'Fhere are few if any independent move- 
ments, and the narrative re.solves itself more or less 
into a diary of the gradual advance of troops towards 
the front, or withdrawal thence as operations approach 
a close. 

On the line of eommnnications by the Khyber Pass 
the events happening at Kabul, which caused the 
transference of the 1st ( General C. Gough’s) Rrigade 
from the 2nd to the 1st Ilivision at Kabul, neces.sitated 
a reinforcement of the whole line and rean-angement of 
the garrisons of the various posts. 

It has been seen in Chapter X. that the line of 
communications was reorgimised on the 21st December, 
1879, and another (reserve) division under Major- 
General Ross added to it to guard the communications 
between Jamrud and Rasawal. 

This division, however, was independent of Major- 
General Bright’s command, wtiich now extended only 
from Baswal to Butkhak, and included the 1st (Brigadier- 
General Arbuthnot’s) Brigade and the 2nd (Brigadier- 
General Doran’s) Brigade. The Reserv^e Division was 
organised in three brigades commanded by Brigadier- 
Generals Gib, Sale-Hill and W. Roberts respectively. 
Major-General Ross retained command of his (Peshawar) 
Pistrief in addition to that of this Reserve jpivisipn.. 
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Sir Frederick Roberts kept command over his mvn 
(1st) Division at Kabul, as well as the 2nd Division on 
the lines of communication as far as Basawal. 

It was found necessary to reinforce the 2nd Division 
under Major-General Bright, and Major-General Ross 
was accordingly directed to send fomard the 25th Foot 
and the 4th and 17th Bengal Cavalry. At the same 
time the 10th, 12th, and 14th Bengal Cavalry, all of 
whom required rest, were sent down into the Peshawar 
District to recruit. On the 9th January Colonel 
MacCiregor, Chief of the Stiiff‘to Sir Frederick Roberts, 
I’eached Jalalabad from Kabul to confer with Major- 
General Bright regarding the rearrangement of the line 
of communications.' 

Meanwhile on the 5th January an accident, some- 
what similar to that which happened to the 10th 
Hussars on the 31st March, 1879, occurred to the 
Carabiniers. A reconnoitring party under Major 
Cracroft, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, consisting of 75 men of 
that regiment with 75 of the Carabiniers, left Jalalabad 
in the morning, by a lord close to the town, to examine 
the country towards the Laghman Valley. On its 
return the party proceeded to cross the Darunta ford 
aboiit 7 miles west of Jalalabad, which seemed perfectly 
easy, as natives were at the time passing over on foot. 
Two branches of the river had to be crossed, the 
northern one leading slightly down-stream to an island 
in the middle of the river, and lying about 70 yards 
above a rapid, the line of which is quite apparent, and 
below which is deep water. The 8rd Bengal Cavalry 
led, headed by Captain G. H. Elliott of that regiment, 
followed at a short interval by Ma-jor B. Cracroft with 
his own squadron. Major W. I. Boyes, Captain the 
Hon. C. Dutton, and Captain R. Warburton, all of 
whom had accompanied the expedition on staff and 
political duties. The Carabiniers followed under 
Captain Porter, the first troop reaching the island iii 

V For distribution of 2iul Division and Reserve Divisioa on the 27tli; 
Jauuar;^^ 1880^ see Appendix XXI. 
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RISING OF THE MOHMANDS 

safety ; in the second troop, however, live men lost the 
line of the ford, and, inclining down-stream towards the 
rapid, fell over into deep water, where they sank ; four 
of the horses reached the bank, but all the five troopers 
were drowned. 

During the early days of Januaiy signs were not 
wanting of impending trouble with the Mohmands, 
who began to collect at various points on the left bank 
of the Kabul River. 

The reason for the rising of the Mohmand tribe is 
attributable to the arrest of the ex-Amir Yakub Khan’s 
wife, who was a daughter of the Khan of Lalpura, the 
principal Mohmand chieftain. This lady had been 
implicated in the recent rising. On the niglit of the 
12th January a party of forty Mohmands having crossed 
the river near Ah Boglian, attacked that post, but they 
were easily driven off’. At 3 a.m. on the 13th a force 
600 strong, under Colonel (i. F. W alker, left Jalalabad 
for the purpose of attempting to cut off the retreat of 
this party ; none were, liowever, found on the right 
l)ank of the Kabul, but several large bodies of 
Mohmands, numbering many thousands in all, were 
seen on the opposite bank, and were shelled with 
considerable effect until obliged to disperse. 

On the 14th January 5,000 Mohmands with 25 
standards were observed from Dakka encamped on the 
small riverain plateau west of Kam Dakka, while another 
body, estimated at 3,000, occupied the Gara heights 
about 3 miles to the south-east of Dakka Fort. This 
news having been reported to General Ross, commanding 
the Reserve Division, it was arranged that Colonel 
T. W . R. Boisragon, 30th Punjab Infantry, com- 
manding at Dakka, should march thence and attack 
the enemy on the Gara heights, and that a force under 
Brigadier-General J. Doran should simultaneously move 
northwards from Landi Kotal via the Anjiri Kandao 
and Shilman Ghakhe, upon Kam Dakka. The retreat 
of the eneniiy would thus be intercepted, and he would 
be cut off between the two forces, having a lofty range 
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of liills on the one side, and the Kabul River on the 
other.^ 

Colonel Uoisragon’s force was composed as under ; 


6tli Dftigooii Giuirds 
17th Bengal Cavalry 
I-(\ Royal Horse Artillery 
25th Foot 

8th Bengal Infantry . 
fJOth Punjab Infantry 


94) 
50 J 

110 ) 
1(K) [ 
500 J 


144 sabres. 
4 guns. 


710 rifles. 


At 11 a.m. on the 15th .lanuary the above troops 
were drawn up on the plain between Dakka and Hall 
Chah, in front of the enemy holding the Gara heights. 
'J'he Afghans had as ustial strengthened their position 
by constructing stone brea.stworks on tdl the com- 
manding points, and had even thrown up during the 
night an entrenchment along the foot of the hills. 
Brigadier-General Doran had marched from Landi 
Kotal six hours earlier, and, it was hoped, was now in a 
Ijosition to cut off the enemy’s retreat. 

The enemy’s north flank nearest the river was first 
threatened by Colonel Boisragon’s force, whilst his guns 
opened fire on tlie enemy on the hills. Eventually, by 
2.30 p.m„ the heights of Gara were gained with the 
loss of one killed and three wounded * in the firing line 
and supports, and the reserve and ammunition joined 
the main body xwt the Gara Pass at Kam Dakka at 
5 pan. 

Meanwhile the fidvance of the force from Landi 
Kotal had been delayed beyond all expectation by the 
unforeseen difficulties of the road. The troops assembled 
a little before 4.30 in the morning at the old fort on the 
Loargai Plateau. An advance guard of 100 JazailchiSy 
under laeutenant G, Gaisford, 5th Punjab Infantry, 

* For a fuller account of tliis expedition^ see Frontier and Overeean 
JSLrpeditiom from India, 

* One native officer 8th Bengal Infantry killed^ and three sepoys of the 

80th Punjab Infantry wounded., ’ 
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had gone on ahead an hour earlier to seize the Anjiri 
Kaiidao, al>out 8 miles from camp. Brigadier-General 
Doran’s column consisted of: 


17th Bengal Cavalry . . . . 

11-9, Royal Artillery (Movintfiin Battery) 
5th Foot . . . . . . 

25th Foot 

31st Punjab Infantry . . , . 

1st Madras Infantry . . . . 

4th Madras Infantry . . . . 

C Company, Madras Sa])[Mn’s and Miners 


20 sabres. 


2 guns. 


200 
200 
300 
300 
200 
30 men 


1,200 rifles. 


Owing to the darkness of the night the progress 
of the troops was slow, and it Avas not till 7.40 that tlie 
head of the column avhs on the Anjiri Kandao. Here 
a lialt was made to enable the rear to close up, and the 
Brigadier-Cieneral reeeiAed a report from Ijieutenant 
Caisford, who had ascended a peak near at hand, that 
no enemy was in sight. 

At 8.45 the descent from the Anjiri Kandao was 
(commenced. The track was so narrow and difficult that 
tlie troops could only move in single file. The battery 
mules could hardly be got along, and although only the 
reserve ammunition, water-mules, and a few dandies 
were with the troops, even those caused most serious 
delay. In fact, the path was a mere goat-track ; some 
baggage animals fell over the precipices and were lost, 
and the rear guard was sixty-seven hours in covering 
17 miles. 

At the foot of the Torsappar, General Doran 
received information that the enemy were occupying the 
Shilman Ghakhe in force. Another halt was therefore 
ordered to allow the mountain guns to come up, and a 
company of the 5th Foot was detached to crowm some 
commanding heights ahead. 

At 10.30 a,ni. the troops again advanced. The road 
was still most 4iflicult, some of it being over slippery 
rock, oa the horses of the cavalry detachment. 
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and even the unshod battery mules, could not keep 
their footing. 

At about 11.30, during a third short halt, the 
guns of (Colonel BoLsragon’s force were heard. ^Vfter 
this the path was somewhat better, and the troops 
advanced more rapidly. It was nearly one o’clock 
before the gorge of the Shilman Clhakhe came in 
sight, ’riie pass was held by the enemy, but they 
were few in number and all opposition was speedily 
swept away. 

The enemy now retired to the heights north of the 
Shilman Ghakhe, and were in turn expelled from there, 
and by 2.30 p.m. the pass was cleared with no casualties 
on our side. 

In the meantime Brigadier-General Doran laid 
established heliogi’apiiie communication with Dakka, 
which could be seen from tlie crest of the Shilman 
Ghakhe. By this means he learnt that Colonel 
Boisragon had crossed the (Jara heights, and w'as 
between them and the Kabul River. 

At 2.4.5 p.m. dense masses of the Hying enemy could 
be seen moving dowTi the right bank of the river and 
across the mouth of the nala running from the Shilman 
Ghakhe to the Kabul River. 

Having stayed some time trying to ascertain the 
whereabouts of his baggage, regarding which no infor- 
mation could be obtained, Brigadiei-General Doran 
eoinmenced the descent of the Shilman Ghakhe at 
about 3.20. The path down to the Kabul River is 
nearly as bad as that between tlie Anjiri Kandao and 
Torsappar, and it was not till nearly ,5 o’clock that the 
mouth of the nala was reached. Here about 600 or 700 
of the enemy were discovered on the opposite bank of 
the river, making their way across the sands from the 
ferry to the village of Reina. Another party was 
crossing on two rafts, and some on the right bank were 
making for the ferry. The mountain guns opened at 
1,000 yards, aind a steady fire was kept up by the fmv 
British infantry at hand. Many of the enemy were 
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seen to fall and be carried off*, while a few bodies were 
found on the spot next day. 

General Doran’s troops reached Kam Dakka at 
9.20 p.m., and met there Colonel Boisragon’s detach- 
ment as already related. Both columns bivouacked 
without baggage, many without food, mid some without 
even great-coats. 

The baggage of Brigadier-Cieiieral Doran’s column 
was ordered to remain for the night at the village of 
Arbul, near the Shilman Ghakhe Pass, but none of it 
got so far that night or even the next. 

Very great difficulty was experienced by Colonel 
G, C. Hodding, commanding 4th Madras Infantry, 
who w'as in cliarge of the baggage with 200 of his 
regiment, in getting the animals over the extremely 
difficult road, liie almost impassable nature of the 
path beyond the Anjiri Kandao caused an immense 
block of animals at that place, and the (ionfusion was 
increased by a false alarm causing a panic among the 
mule-drivers and followers, in which some animals and 
loads w’^ere lost and many drivers deserted. 

The baggage and guard bivouacked for the night 
on the Anjiri Kandao without water. Next day (fOth 
.January) the march was resumed, and a detachment of 
sappers came out from Land! Kotal to improve the 
road ; nevertheless, in spite of the exertions of Colonel 
Hodding and his officers, the baggage was only got 
that day as far as the first water, four miles from the 
bivouac. 

On the 1 7th the baggjige struggled over the 
Shilman Ghakhe, and being met by 100 men of the 
31st Punjab Infantry, under Major Gordon Cumming, 
who came out to render assistance, the bulk of it 
reached Kam Dakka about 10.30 that night; some, 
how^ever, did not get in till the next morning. 

On the 16th January the troops halted at Kam 
Dakka, and the day was spent in collecting materials 
for rafts. 

Two raftvS lumng been prepared, Colonel Boisragon’s 
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column was passed over on the 17th, with orders to 
destroy the village of Reina. Crossing commenced at 
10.30 a.m., and was completed at 4.30 p.m. Reina 
was reached at six o’clock, and tbund to be completely 
deserted, as was the neighbouring village of Parchao 
and the whole country for three miles down the 
river. 

On the 18th Reina was burnt and its one tower 
blown up. Pursuant to Rrigadier-General Doran’s 
orders, the troops then recrossed to the right bank, 
and two additional rafts having been constructed, the 
operation was effected in less than three hours. The 
column then marched back to Dakka, which was 
reached at 4.30 p.m., Avithout a shot having been fired. 
A small detachment marched from Reina by the 
Lalpura Road, and saw no traces of the enemy. In 
fjict, the defeat of the Mohmands on the Gara heiglits 
had caused a panic in the tribe, and the country was 
reported to be deserted foi* miles around. 

Brigadier - (iencral Doran’s column returned to 
l^andi Kotal on the 18th .January by the Gara Pass 
and Haft Cliah. 'J'he baggage was sent round by 
Dakka. 

'I’here were no more casualties on the British side, 
and none at all in Gener.il Doran’s column. The 
enemy’s loss was estimated at about ,500 killed and 
wounded d\iring the four days’ operations. During 
the last week of .January movements were constant on 
the K by her line of troops returning to India, or being 
pushed forward towards the front. Se\'eral alterations 
were made in the brigades, and in the distribution of 
regiments, as shown in the distribution list, dated the 
28t;h January, in Appendix XX. 

The principal movement at this time was an expe- 
dition into lyaghman from Jalalabad, Avhich imirched on 
the 27th January, under the command of Colonel G. F. 
Walker, 12th Foot, and accompanied in person by 
Major-General Bright. 

The column in question was composed as follows: 
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"3 


/('avalry 


Artillery 


Ijifanlry . 


3 


\ J!iap|>ers 


r (»tli Dragoon Guards (Carabiaiers) (2 squadrons)^ 
I Captain H. li. Hamilton. 

1 17th Bengal (’avalry (1 squadron), Major E. (C 
I Newiihain. 


Y C-;b R.A. (2 guns), Lieutenant* 
E. J. Graiiet (Klepliant , 
Equipment). 

11-9, R.A. (2 guns), Captain 
A. E. Uuthy. 

No. 4 (Hazara) Mounlaiii Battery 
(2 guns), Lieutenniit (\ A. 

^ Anderson. > 


Major IL C, 
Alagenis. 


H Eoot (4 companies), Major H. M. lAnvry. 

nritisii . I companies), Major K. S. 'I'ciq-y.* 

f 27th Pmijah Infantry (JtOO rifles), LieutenthiC 
. I Colonel ('. d. Hughes. 

I atne . -| J'lmjah Infantry, (’olonol T. \V. Jl. 

I Boisragon. 

" A ” Company, Madras Sapj)ers, IJculeniint 
C. H. Darling. 

‘‘C’* (Vnnpany, Madras Sappeis, Lieutenant 
A, R. R Dorwaril. 

1 (’oni|Muiy, Ma<lras Sappers, Lieutenant 
, A. E. DoKson. 


I’he greater part of the iiifaiitiy inarched across the 
Siah Koh range by the Jawara Miana I’ass, wliicli had 
previously been improved by the Madras Sappers ; the 
remainder moved by the l)ai’unta ford on iVsmatulla 
Khan’s fort. The liaghman Valley was penetrated as 
far as Mandrawar, and detached forces were sent to 
Dabali, on the Kabul River, and to Uadiahad — the 
place of detention of the English captives of 1842 
- in the Abingar V alley. 'J'hc elephant guns accom- 
panied the latter force. No opposition was anywhere 
encountered. 

These operations occupied the month of February. 
On the loth March Major-General J. Ross was 
appointed to take over command of the 2nd Division, 
Kabul Field Force, at Kabul, and Brigadier-General W. 
Roberts was given a brigade in the same division. In 
the place of the former, Brigadier-General G. C. Hankin, 
commanding the Cavalry Brigade in the Reserve 
Division, was placed temporarily in command of the 
Beshawar District, while the whole line of communica- 
tions from Jamrud to Kabul became a single command. 
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df which Major-General R. O. Bright was nia^fe 
Inspector-General, reporting direct to Sir F. Roberts at 
Kabul. 

The communications were reorganised in three 
sections : 

1st Section . — From Peshawar to Barikab, under 
Brigadier-General Gib, with head-quarters at 
Landi Kotal. 

Scctio'H . — From Ali Boghan to Fort Battye, 
under Brigadier-General Doran (who thus re- 
tained the same sphere), with head-quarters at 
Jalalabad. 

Qrd Section , — From Sated Sang to Butkhak, under 
Brigadier-Cileneral Stile- Hill, with head-quarters 
at Safed Sang. 

Two movable columns were organised at Safed 
Sang ajid Jalalabad respectively, both of w'hich were 
under the command of Brigadier-General Arbuthnot, 
who had his head-quarters at the former place. Both 
these movable columns were at the call of Sir Frederick 
Roberts in an emergency. 

The staff’ of the line of communications was : 

Deputy Adjutant and Quartermaster-General Colonel Weinysjs, 
Assistant Adjutant-General .... Major Thompson. 
Assistant Quartermaster-General . . . Major Creagh. 

Deputy Assistant Qum'termaster-Geneml . lieutenant Maisey. 

As the month of March drew on there were renewed 
signs of hostility amongst the tribesmen. On the 10th 
the officer commanding at Seh Baba telegraphed that 
large numbers of Safis had collected, with the intention 
of attacking Seh Baba, in the Tagao Valley, Which 
runs from the north into the Kabul River Valley near 
the confluence of the Panjsher River. Seh Baba post 
was reinforced with two mountain guns and 200 in^ 
of the 25th King’s Own Borderers, and 80th Punjab 
In&ntry from Jagdalak. Reports of robberies and 
other symptoms of uneasiness being also heard of from 
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ATTACKS ON OFFICiillS 

the neighbourhood of Pezwan and Jagdalak, two guns 
of the Hazara Mountain Battery w'ere ordered to the 
last-named place from Jalalabad on the 22nd March, 
while 400 of the 8th Bengal Infantry were sent from 
Safed Sang, and 100 of the 12th Foot to Pezwan. 
General Iloran was also directed to push up the 1st 
Gurkhas without delay. 

On the above date (22nd March) two officers. Lieu- 
tenants B. S. Thurlow and H. A. S. Beid, of the 51st 
Light Infantry were fired at while riding alone from 
Jagdalak to Jagdalak Kotal. Lieutenant Thurlow was 
hit, and fell heavily to the ground ; Lieutenant Iteid, 
checking his horse as soon as possible, galloped back to 
the assistance of his comrade. At the same moment an 
Afghan appeared running towards I Jeutenant Thurlow’s 
body, and as Reid approached he raised his rifle and 
fired point-blank at the latter officer. At this critical 
juncture Reid’s horse shied suddenly, and by so doing 
saved the life of his rider, whose coat-sleeve was burnt 
away above the elbow. Closing with the Afghan, Reid 
blew out his brains with his revolver ; but, some thirty 
tfiiilzais rushing up, he was forced to abandon Thurlow’s 
body, which was recovered the foll o wing day by a party 
of the 25th Foot under Major Ramsay. 

On the 23rd March 150 hired transport bullocks 
were carried ofl’ between Pezwan and Safed Sang. On 
the 24th a report was received from General Doran at 
Jalalabad that the chief Moghal Khan was said to be 
collecting men in the Mohmand villages of Goshta, on 
the left bank of the Kabul, with the object of attacking 
and turning out Azim Khan, who had been nominated 
by the British as governor of that district, but this 
gathering dispersed before a column could be sent 
against them. 

On the night of the 26th March the camp at Pez- 
wan was fired into, and on the same date a determined 
attiiek wiis tnfi^de by Khugianis and Shinwaris on Fort 
Battyev a yeiy^ held by only 100 of the 4th 

Madras in&ntryr a sowars of the 4th Bengal 

28 ■ 
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Cavalry, commanded by Major E. B. Blenkinsop, 4tb 
Madras Infantry, but fortunately reinforced for the 
moment by 150 of the 31st Puiijab Infantry, under 
l-.ieutenant F. C. C. Angelo, who were passing through. 
The attack began at 11.30 p.m. with a sudden rush of 
the enemy from the road up to the south wall of the 
fort. The garrison turned out immediately, but not 
before the enemy, having established themselves under 
cover of the wall, poured a heavy fire, coupled with 
sliowers of stones, into the camp; Lieutenant Angelo 
and three men were killed, Subadar Major Slier Singh 
and several others severely hurt, though fortunately 
most of the Afghan bullets flew' high. At the same 
time another party of the enemy rushed the transport 
lines, and there killed several men. I t M as not long, hoM’- 
ever, before the native infantry, gaining the walls, drove 
the enemy back, while the cavalry detachment opened 
fire from the north and west faces of the fort M'henever 
opportunity offered. . Finding that their assault had 
failed, the Afghans soon began to retreat, and in a 
short time they were scattered in all directions over the 
hills. Several prisoners were captured the next morn- 
ing by mounted patrols from the fort, and from 
them and other reports it appeared that the tribesmen 
numbered some 1,200, of whom, according to their om ji 
account, 25 were killed and 40 wounded. 

Major Blenkinsop detained the detachment of the 
31st Punjab Infantry, and heliographed for reinforce- 
ments to Safed Sang, in answer to which request 
100 men 1-1 2th Foot, 100 31st Punjab Infantry, and 
30 sabres 4th Bengal Cavalry were at once despatched 
to Fort Battye. 

Major Blenkin.sop pointed out the weakness of the 
fort with such a small permanent garrison, and stated 
that had it not been for the detachment of the 31st 
Punjab Infantry having arrived on the morning of the 
26th, under Lieutenant Angelo, the garrison in all 
probability would have been cut to pieces. 

The wall of the fort on the south side, against which , 
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the principal attack was made, was so low that nearly 
the whole of the east face could be enfiladed by an 
enemy posted behind rocks 100 or 150 yards distant 
on the plain. The transport lines on the east face of 
the fort were also a constant source of weakness, as the 
space was filled with carts and animals, under cover of 
which the enemy were able to come up close and fire.’ 

The month of April opened with puniti\'e measures 
against the clansmen who had taken part in these out- 
rages and hostilities against the British. 

On the 4th April two columns marched from (ianda- 
mak and .lalalabad, under Brigadier-Cienerals Arbuthnot 
and Doran respectively, and effected a junction at 
Kailaghu, 6| miles due south of Fort Battye. Their 
object was to exact a fine of 5,000 rupees as a punish- 
ment for the attack on Fort Battye. The money was 
paid, however, without any resistance being offered, and 
the columns returned on the 7tli April. 

On the 11th ;Vpril a movable column composed as 
under, commanded by Brigadier-Ueneral .;\rbuthnot and 
accompanied by JMajor-(Teneral B. O. Bright, marched 
from (iandamak to Pevswan : 

(Jth Di'agooii Guards (50 sabros). 

4th Bengal Cavjdry (.50 sabres). 

I- A, R.il.A. (2 guns). 

II- 9, R.A. (Sgvins). 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

51st I.ight Infantry. 

1st Gurkhas. 

31.st Punjab Infantry. 

8tli Bengal Infantry (t300 rifles). 

No. 6’ Coin|mny (Sappers and Miners). 

“ A ” (.'oinpany, Madras Sappers. 

The next day the column started for the Hisarak 
Valley, with the object of inflicting punishment for the 
murder of Lieutenant Thurlow. Proceeding 3 miles 
along the main road to Jagdalak, the column struck 

^ For distribution of the troops on the line of eoniiriunicatioii on the 
31st March, see Appendix XXTI. 
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across two low ridges, past the village of Mardadand,^ 
to the Karkacha stream. Here the advance guard 
began to be fired on by groups of Afghans on the 
neighbouring hills, and one sepoy was wounded. The 
force bivouacked round Mazulla Khan’s fort,* and during 
the night a constant fire was kept up on the camp ; 
a sergeant of the .51st was shot, while four men of 
11-0, Royal Artillery, were wounded by sword cuts, 
presumably by ghazis who had crept into camp un- 
noticed. 

On the 13th the chief of Hisarak, Muhammad Shah, 
as well as other headmen, came into camp to treat with 
(leneral Bright, and no movement of troops took place, 
though several shots were fired in the course of the day 
and one sepoy was wounded. 

At noon on the 14th April a reconnaissance in force 
was made along the left bank of the Auzangiani stream, 
following the low range above the \'alley. The force 
consisted of GOO infantry, 2 gutis No. 1 Battery, and a 
troop of Carabiniers, tlie whole under the command of 
Colonel C. Acton, who was accompanied by General 
Arbuthnot. The object of this reconnaissance was to 
search the ridges on the left bank of the river, and 
to reconnoitre towards Auzangiani, and on its return 
to search the villages on the north side of the Hisarak 
Valley. 

No opposition was met with till the troops 
approached the gorge of the Auzangiani stream; but 
here large bodies of the enemy were perceived : one 
established in a sangar on the right bank of the gorge, 
and another holding a spur on the opposite side. The 
infantry soon dislodged this latter body, but the group 
in the sangar held to it, notwithstanding the artillery 
was brought to bear on them. 

As the afternoon w'as drawing in, and the object of 
the ireconnaissance had been obtained. Colonel Acton 
wCs ordered to withdraw, and on the retirement being 
commenced, the enemy rapidly advanced to harass the 

^ Not on map. 
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niovernent. 'I'hie heights on eueh side, however, were 
crowned by infantry, who retired in succession. At 
this time I..ieutenant E. Palmer, of the Commissariat, 
was mortally wounded while carrying an order, and 
(’aptains C. H. Hamilton, and J. V. Nugent, 51st 
liight Infantry, were struck by half-spent bullets, the 
former receiving a slight wound and the latter being 
severely bruised. A doolie-bearer, too, was sliglitly 
wounded, but no other casualties occurred. The party 
reached the bivouac at Mazulla Khan’s fort about six 
in the afternoon. 

On the same day a convoy of 400 ponies, escorted 
by 200 rifles, was sent to Sarandu via Chartut, to bring 
in three days’ provisions from Pezwan. 

On the 15th the force remained in camp, and orders 
Avere issued for its return next day to l^ezwan ; mean- 
while Colonel D. Lirnond, ii.e., made the necessary 
arrangements for the destruction of Mazulla Khan’s fort, 
as that chief had not tendered his submission or given 
satisfaction for the outrage committed by his people. 
Next morning the baggage of tlie force started for 
l^ezwan, under escort of the 3 1st and 8tli Bengal 
Infantry, two guns I-i\, on elephants, two guns No. 1 
^Mountain Battery, and a troop of the 6th Dragoon 
Cluards. ’fhe remainder of the force waited till the 
destruction of the fort was effected. 'J’he mines were 
fired at 9 a.m., and the fort successfully destroyed. 
The movement of the main body on Pezwan w^as fol- 
lowed up by the enemy, who fired continually at long 
ranges, wounding four men of the 51st and one Gurkha. 
The column reached Pezwan about 3.30 p.m., taking up 
its former camping ground. 

General Bright and his staff returned to Safed Sang 
on the 17th, and on the same day orders were issued 
for the formation of a camp at Mardadand, the troops 
to garrison it being two guns of 11-9, Royal Artillery, 
80 sabres of the 4th Bengal Cavalry, 500 of the 51st 
King’s Own flight Infantry, and 400 of the 31st Punjab 
Infantry. This force remained at Mardadand till the 
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26th April, when it marched to Pezwan and thence 
to the neighbourhood of Jagdalak, in consequence of 
threatening rumours from that quarter. 

Meanwhile the 2nd JSiovable Column had marched 
on the 14th from Fort llattye to Safed Sang, under 
Colonel G. F. Walker of the 12th Foot; it was not, 
however, engaged in any further operations before the 
end of April, nor did any other hostilities take place on 
the part of the tribesmen, although disquieting mmours 
were consttintly rife. 

Early in May a reconnaissance in force towards 
Tezin was projected by Brigadier-General Arbuthnot, 
but the movement was postponed in consequence of an 
application from the Ghilzai leaders (Mazulla Khan, 
Faiz Muhammad Shah, etc.) to be allowed to visit 
Kabul for the purpose of expressing their concurrence 
in the proposals of the British Government regarding 
the choice of an Amir. Preparatory to this action a 
meeting of Ghilzai chiefs was held at Tezin, wliere a 
lengthened conference took place, but no united course 
could be agreed on. Asmatulla Khan systematically 
held aloof, and Faiz Muhammad Khan, with some 
others, separated himself from the rest of the cliiets. 
Finally, on the 1.5th May, Faiz Muhammad, with Khan 
Muhammad, Mazulla Khan, and other chiefs of less 
note, had an interview with the J^olitical Officer at 
Sell Baba, and promised to send representatives to 
Kabul, with such petitions as they might desire to 
make to Government. They did not wish to be presjsed 
to go into Kabul in person, but promised to refrain from 
disturbing the line of communications until some final 
settlement should be arrived at. They informed the 
Political Officer later that there was every prospect of 
Asmatulla Khan joining them in coming to terms. At 
the same time it was known that each chief had sent 
an agent to Sardar Abdur Rahman Khan. 

Meanwhile disturbances continued in the neighbour- 
hood of Jalalabad. On the 5th May an attack was 
made on a convoy of commissariat stores near Rozabad ; 
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one driver was killed and two wounded, and some 
stores carried off belbre a party of cavalry came to the 
assistance of the escort. I’lie rohhers, who Avere Ut 
Khil Ghilzais from Ijaghman, were said to have lo.st 
two killed. 

Two days afterwards a serious raid was committed 
on the eoimnissariat cattle-yard, about a mile west of 
Jalalabiid, by a large band of marauding lit Khel 
Ghilzais, who succeeded in carrying off 1,()00 liead of 
cattle towards Laghman, 'Fhe 5th Fusiliers being 
opportunely on the spot, Colonel '1\ Howland with 
400 rifles and some cavalry started in pursuit about 
4 a.m., and followed the raiders to the Darunta gorge. 
Here he overtook the rear guard of the enemy, about 
sixty men, holding the defile. Colonel Howland foixted 
the pass, but the cattle were tujw two hours ahead in 
Laghman, and further pursuit was abandoned. On the 
12th May it W'as ascertained that the perpetrators of 
this outrage w ere (Jliilzais of Laghman, who had slipped 
through the Darunta gorge in small parties, and thus 
chided observation. Of the 1,000 head of cattle and 
180 sheep carried off, some had been left at villages 
along the line of retreat, and these w’^ere recovered ; 
but the bulk of the spoil, some 800 bullocks, w'ere now 
at Surkhakan in Laghman. A fine of 4,000 rupees 
was exacted from the villages between Jalalabad and 
Darunta for not giving warning of the raid, and for 
permitting the robbers to pass through their lands. 

About the same period rumours of coming dis- 
turbances w^ere prevalent in Hesud. This district is a 
small richly irrigated and triangular cultivated piece of 
country in the angle between the Kabul and Kunar 
Rivers, immediately opposite Jalalabad. 'I'here are two 
paths leading northwards, one along the right bank of 
the Kunar River past Tokchi, and the other running 
over the Paikob I*ass, about 2 miles west of the former, 
and separated from it by a high hill running north and 
south, and about 4 miles in length. The Tokchi defile 
is piissable by infantry in single file, and cavalry can 



fead through it, though with some risk, as the jath at 
one place lay along a wooden aqueduct 4 feet wide, 
dverhanging the Kunar River. The Paikob Pass pre- 
sents no difficulties. The only portions of Besud in 
which troops can act are strips on the banks of the 
two rivers, and the slopes at the foot of the range of 
hills. The whole centre of the district is, at this season, 
under rice cultivation, and forais an expanse of stand- 
ing water and marsh, intersected by numerous deep 
water-courses with ditches branching from them in all 
directions. 

On the 9th May Brigadier-General Doran reported 
that Mulla Khalil, a fanatic priest, who had been for 
some days past preaching a religious war in Kunar, and 
gathering the wild freebooters of the frontier to his 
standard, had occupied Besud and Goshta with a large 
number of Safis, Accordingly, General Doran moved 
the head-quarters of his (the 2nd) Section of the Khyber 
lane Force from Rozabad to .lalalabad, and detained 
at the latter place the .'5th Fusiliers, who were cn route 
to Safed Sang. 

The 4th Madras Infantry was also ordered from 
Rozabad to .Jalalabad, and its place was supplied 
temporarily by two companies 9th Bengal Infantry, 
from Safed Sang. 

Meanwhile, in order to prepare for the contingency 
of having to cross the Kabul River into Besud, the 
Brigadier had ordered rafts to be got ready by the 
Governor of .Jalalabad for the transport of troops. This 
precaution was necessary in consequence of the rising 
of the river at this season of the year, caused by the 
melting .snows, which compelled the dismantling of 
the bridges. On the 14th May, to give confidence 
to the Governor and people of the .JaTalabad district, 
Brigadier-General Doran re.solved to occupy the Fort of 
Fir Muhammad Khan on the further side of the river, 
about half a mile above the bridge. Two hundred 
rifles 1st and 4th Madras Infantry, linder conunand of 
Major G. l^dall, 1st Madras Infantry, were accord- 
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irigly sent across the river on rafts. On the 15th May 
the head-quartere of the Central India Horse reached 
Jalalabad, and in the afternoon fifty sabres were sent 
across the river to join Major Tyndall’s detachment. 
On the 16th two companies of the Otli Bengal Infantry 
arrived from Rozabad, to reinforce the Jalalabad gamson 
during the impending operations in Besud. On the 
same day a cavalry reconnaissance was pushed forward 
by the I'okchi defile to Shigai, within 6 miles of Shewa, 
on the right bank of the Kunar River. The force at 
Jalalabad was yet further strengtliened on the 17th 
May, when the 12th Foot and four guns of 1-A, Royal 
Horse Artillery, marched in on their way to India, and 
Brigadier-General Doran determined, in view of the 
necessity for action in Besud, to detain both corps 
temporarily. 

The ne.xt day definite news was receiv^ed of the 
threatening attitude of Mulla Khalil, in consequence 
of which 200 rifles 5th Fusiliers, 200 rifles 12th Foot, a 
troop of Central India Horse, and a division of No. 1 
Mountain Battery crossed the river forthwith ; on the 
same date Brigadier-General Doran received orders 
from Major-General Bright, commanding the Khyber 
IJne Force, to attack the enemy on the 10th May. 

The only known path by which the troops could 
reach the practicable ground at the foot of the hills was 
by first following the bank of the Kabul River up-stream 
for about a mile, and striking off to the right in single 
file along a winding track through a rice-swamp. This 
would bring them out on the slopes at the north-west 
corner of Besud, whereas the enemy were known to be 
in the north-east angle between the hills and the Kunar 
River. Brigadier-General Doran was thus compelled to 
act on a line parallel to his base on the Kabul Riv'^er, so 
that the enemy’s left was as near Dabela, and the 
bridge-head opposite Jalalabad, as was the British right. 
Moreover, the intervening swamp was by no means as 
impenetrable to an insular enemy, acquainted with 
every path and by-way in the country, as it was to the 
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British troops. It was therefore quite possible for the 
former to march on Dabela and the bridge-head, while 
the British column was seeking them along the base of 
the hills to the north of Besud. And this, in fact, was 
their intention. 

General Doran’s object, therefore, was to strike 
a blow at the enemy as quickly as possible before they 
should be aware of his having left Dabela Kala. On 
the morning of the 19th May, at 4.30 o’clock, he 
marched with the following troops: 


(’entral India Horse^ 1 Kquadroti^ Lieutenant- 

Colonel C. Martin 

No. I Mountain Battery 
oth Fusiliers, ( Colonel Bowlaiifl 
12lli Foot .... 

Ist Madras Infantry, (■olonel F. I), 

■Itli Madras Infantry 


79 sabres. 


2 ((uns. 
17o rilles 
183 „ 
92 „ 


342 ride.'s. 


A small gan-ison was left in Dabela Kala ; and the 
officer in temporary command at Jalalabad was ordered 
to hold the bridge-head with troops from the garrison, 
and to place two guns of C-3, Koyal Artillery, in 
position on the right bank of the river to sweep the 
ground in front of the works, should the enemy make 
a descent on the bridge-head. 

About () a.m. Brigadier-General Doran reached a 
small isolated hill about a mile west of Beninga. From 
the summit of this he viewed the enemy, about 2,000 
strong, with eighteen standards. Their right was pro- 
tected by a dry ditch in front of the fort, and was 
strongly held. Along the line, banks, ditches, and 
broken ground afforded excellent cover, and their left 
rested on Bulandgarh, a village on the edge of the 
marsh. As the Brigadier and his staff observed the 
enemy, they began to move in considerable numbers 
towards their left. It afterwards transpired that they 
had no idea of the proximity of a force strong enough 
to take the initiative, and were even then on their way 
to the bridge-head and to Dabela Kala, which latter 
they believed to be held by only eighty men. The groups 
on the hill were mistaken for a reconnoitring patrol 
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General Doran Iiad no wish now to clieck a move- 
ment which took the enemy into open ground away 
from the pass through which lay their line of retreat. 
He therefore directed Colonel F. Daw^son, command- 
ing 1st Madras Infantry, the next senior oflicer to 
himself^ to bring up the troops and place them in close 
formation behind the hill. The enemy meanwhile con- 
tinued to take ground to their left until they suddenly 
discovered the force, and came to a halt. 

Concealment being no longer possible. General 
Doran ordered C’olonel Dawson to att.‘ick. 

The detachments of llritish infantry were each formed 
in three companies, and the native infantry detachments 
in two companies. The 5th Fusiliers on the left ex- 
tended one company, witli one in support, and the third 
in echelon to the left real- as a reserve. In the centre the 
1st Madras Intiinti-y extended one company, supported 
by the other. On the right the 12th Foot extended a 
company, with the second in support, and the third in 
reserve. The detachment 4th Madras Infantry formc;d 
the general reserve, and the mountain guns w'ere kept 
in rear of all till w'anted. The cavalry detachment was 
to the left rear ; it w'atched the exposed flank, and was 
in readiness to cut off the enemy from the hills. 

In this order the troops advanced until within 000 
or 700 yards of the Afghans. Tlie guns then opened 
fire as well as the infantry. The latter fired very 
steadily and well, so much so that the enemy’s right 
could not face the shower of bullets, and began to 
make off towards the hills. 

Brigadier-General Doran at once sent the cavalry 
against them. I^ed by Colonel Martin, the detach- 
ment of Central India Horse swept along between the 
hills and the fort, overtaking the enemy and killing 
about twenty-five. 

Some, however, of the defenders of the fort, seeing 
their retreat cut off, resolved to stand their ground. A 
few of these were killed either just outside or in the 
quadrangle. The survivors then retreated into the 
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south-eastern tower and stood at bay, nor were they 
overpowered until the wall had been breached wdth 
shell and a hand-to-hand conflict had followed in which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rowland, Captain H. Kilgour, 
Color-Sergeant Wood and three privates of the 5th 
Fusiliers distinguished themselves. 

Altogether, the enemy’s loss in killed was not 
less than 70, besides many wounded. Among the 
troops (who numbered 24 British oflicers and 084 
of all other grades actually engaged) the casualties 
were very few. I .ientenant-Odonel Rowland and 
six men were wounded, for the most part with sword- 
cuts, besides one liorse killed and flve wounded. 

By 10 a.m. the last shot had been fired, and the 
return march to Dabela Kala began. 

On the morning of tlie 21st May the troops marched 
to Azimulla Khan Kala, a strong fort on the northern 
side of the Paikob Pass, which w^as destroyed. Next 
day a combined movement, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rowland (whose wound was slight) and Ideutenant- 
Colonel Martin, surrounded the fort of Banaras Khan, 
which was also destroyed; and on the evening of the 
same date tlie difficult task of recrossing the river 
to Jalalabad was undertaken. I'lie river had been 
rising rapidly, and was now a formidable torrent ; but 
the detachment of the 12th Foot and a division of 
C-3, Royal Ai-tillery, wliich had joined the force at 
Dabela on the 10th, got over on that day, and the 
guns were placed in position on the right bank to 
cover the passage. 

The river continued to rise during the night, and on 
the morning of the 23rd the sole remaining bridge over 
the southern branch of the river was carried away. 
The troops on the left bank had now to cross either on 
rafts or by swimming the whole breadth of the Kabul 
River in flood, some 400 yards of rushing water. 
Twenty elephants and seven small rafts, supported 
by inflated skins, were the only means at hand. The 
current was so strong that rafts could not be towed 
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against it, and the elephants could only breast the 
stream with difficailty. 'Phe latter had to wade through 
6 feet of water Math their loads, and the rafts were 
taken out after each trip and carried up-stream for 
half a mile to enable them to hit the landing-place. 
Under these difficult conditions the division of the 
mountain battery with all its mules, three troops of 
cavalry with all their horses and some of their ponies, 
the detachment Madras Sappers and Miners, and some 
of the native infantry, were brought over. I'he guns 
crossed on elephants. 'fhe infantry, with all the V)ag- 
gage and the saddlery of the cavalry, were conveyed on 
rafts or elephants. The horses, mules, and baggage 
animals swam the 400 yards of river, in many cases 
with their owners or drivers riding them or swimming 
alongside. Some men of the Central India Horse 
crossed as often as ten times to swim horses and ponies 
over ; many crossed six or seven times. Picked 
swimmers with ropes and unrolled turhans were placed 
down-stream to assi.st exhau.sted men and animals, 
and sav^ed many that must otherwise have been 
carried down tlie stream to almost certain destruction. 
Brigadier-General Doran recorded that all ranks worked 
splendidly. It was not to be expected, however, that 
so dangerous a passage could be made without loss. 
A battery driver and a sow^ar’s horse were unfortunately 
swept away and drowned. 

Next day, the 24th May, the lew remaining troops 
Mrere brought across ; sixty-five men of the 5th Fusiliers, 
on the twenty elephants, being the last to leave 
Besud. 

Events of a somewhat similar nature had meanwhile 
been in progi-ess in the neighbourhood of Pesh-Bolak, 
where Brigadier-General W. A. Gib, commanding the 
1st Section, Khyber lune Force, had received certain 
intelligence of a tribal gathering at Shershai, under 
one Alulla Fakir. Accordingly, at 11 a.m. on the 
18th May, the Brigadier marched from Pesh-Bolak 
with the following troops: 
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8th Hussars . . . . 185 sabres* 

5th Bengal ( -avalry . . . . 110 „ 

L-5, R.A 4 guns. 

ii-1 4th Foot ..... 450 rifles. 

82nd Pioneei’s ..... f2fj6 „ 

Three days’ supplies and ammunition, but no tents, 
accompanied the troops. While the • operations ^vere 
proceeding Brigadier-General Gib stopped the march of 
the 8tli Hussars to India. 

The column reached Shershai .at 8 a.m. on the 
19th, after a difficult and trying march, but without 
having encountered any opposition. Information was 
there received that the enejny were jai Mazina, and 
a reconnaissance was made in that direction to ascertain 
the nature of the intervening country. The Brigadier 
also seized the chief men of Shershai and the neighbour- 
ing villages as hostages, in order to secure his rear from 
jttack while engaged with Mulla Fakir. 

Early on the morning of the 20th May the troops 
marched tow.ards Mazina. 'Uliere was no roj».d, and the 
route lay over a stony plain, intersected with ravines, 
and extremely difficult for artillery ; however, with the 
aid of working parties from the 82nd Pioneers, all 
difficulties were successfully surmounted. 

About half-past seven the enemy were discovered in 
a strong position in the cultivated portion of the valley. 
The country was studded with forts, and broken by 
orchards, terraced fields, and water-courses. Tlie 
enemy’s line was about a mile in length and fated 
south-east, the front being strengthened by stone 
breastworks. In rear was a broad stony river-bed, 
almost dry at this season, and beyond this again the 
collection of walled villages known as Hisai'ak. As the 
troops approached, the enemy beat their drums and 
defiantly waved their standards. The Political Officer, 
however, anxious to detach the villagers, sent a flag 
of truce by a native cavalry officer in political employ, 
which was promptly fired on. 

Brigadier-fieneral Gib determined to attack at once. 
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His line of advance being due west, brought him nearly 
on the left flank of the Afghans, and against this he 
directed his attack, supjKH'ting his infantry by the 
heaviest possible fire from the guns, as the enemy w-ere 
in great force. 

Two companies of. the 14th Foot were extended to 
begin the attack, with tw^o companies in support. 'Fhc 
:i2nd Pioneers were in column to the right rear of tlie 
14th Foot. The four guns unlimbered about 1,200 
yards in front of the ^enemy’s centre, and shelled the 
left wing. The cavah*y were in readiness to oppose 
a counter-movement from the enemy’s right. 

As tlie infantry advanced upon the Afghans, the 
latter opened a very heavy but fortunately an ill- 
directed firp ; they offered a most stubborn resi.stiince, 
and the progress of the infantry was slow though steady. 
Seeing that the 14th Foot were gaining ground, and 
the guns were prodiuang a considerable effect, the 
tieneral ordered the f}2nd Pioneers to assume attack 
formation, sending two companies into the fighting line- 
on the right of the British troops. 

Behind the left of the enemy’s line was a stone 
breastw'ork, screened by a bank from the fire of the 
guns, and this was obstinately held by the Afghans. 
It . w'as finally cariied by a bayonet charge, headed by 
Captain A. W. Noyes, 14th Foot, who was w'ounded 
in the hand as he led his men into the breastw'ork. 

The main body of the enemy now withdrew a short 
distance to a second position, to which they clung w’ith 
considerable tenacity, and some cases occurred of 
individual Afgha,ns being bayoneted in their breast- 
works. Gradually, how'ever, the steady advance of the 
infantry rolled up the Afghan line, and as they were 
driven back, the guns advanced to successive positions 
towards the right bank of the stream-bed, and by their 
fire hastened the rout of the tribesmen. 

By one o’clock the enemy were dispersed and out of 
the range of infantry fire, and the action seemed to be 
at an end ; but at this juncture fresh bodies appeared 



448 CASUAJ/riES 

Irom the direction of Mazina and began firing on the 
troops. The infantry therefore again advanced and 
rapidly drove tlie enemy quite out of the valley into 
very difficult ground to the hills some 5 or 6 miles off. 

It was now late and the troops were recalled and 
bivouacked at Mazina, occupying several of the numerous 
Afghan forts. Not a single shot was fired during the 
night. 

The enemy were estimated to have lost at least 120 
killed, and by their own account upwards of 200 
wounded. Three standards were captured by the 
troops. A number of prisoners were also taken, but 
being unarmed, they were handed over to the Political 
Officer. 

'fhe casualties among the troops were very few, a 
fact which was pnncipally attributed by llrigadier- 
General Gib to the effective fire and good handling of 
the four guns of T..-5, commanded on this occasion by 
Captain B. F. Donville. The 14th Foot had two men 
killed, and one officer and three men wounded ; the 
.■J2nd Pioneers, one man wounded ; the batteiy, one 
officer and one man wounded. In this affair the camp 
followers behaved extremely well, the hospital knhars 
freely venturing under fire to carry away the wounded. 
One was killed when close to Surgeon-Major D. A. S. 
Thorburn, who was attending to a man of the 
1 4th Foot immediately in rear of the troops engaged. 

On the morning after the action the troops marched 
back to Shershai, the 32nd I’ioneers and squadron 
5th Bengal Cavalry diverging cn route to the village of 
Khadi, whose inhabitants had allowed Mulla Fakir 
to murder an official of the Government of Jalalabad, 
Three different forts had each a tower blown up and 
the gateways destroyed. 

Next day the force halted at Shershai, and the 
d2nd Pioneers were again employed in blowing up 
tlrree towers and dismantling a fort, as the people had 
here also permitted a local official to be butchered. 

On the 22nd the troops returned to Pesh-Bolak, no 
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resistance of any sort having been encountered since 
the affair at Mazina. 

The last days of the month passed without notice- 
able incident. Mulla Khalil, after his defeat by 
Brigadier-General Horan, was said to have gone to 
Kama and there to be at the head of a gathering of 
Mohmands. To disperse this gathering a moA^ement 
into Kama was sanctioned, but the operations had to 
be pt)stponed in consequence of tlie swollen state of the 
Kabul n iver. On the 29th, however, Brigadier-General 
Donin reported that the river was practicable, and 
orders were therefore issued for the projected movement 
to begin, assisted by two guns and 400 jjifantry from 
the 1st Section at I’esh-Bolak. 

Meanwhile distjuieting rumours were also heard 
regarding ;Vsmatulla Khan’s hostile activity, and the 
Mulla Fakir was said to have established himself in the 
Chapriar \' alley ; and finally it was reported that 
the Laghmanis Avere in open revolt against their 
GoA'cnior. Brigadier-General Arbuthnot was therefore 
directed to marcli to Umar Khel ina Kozabad, Avith 
No, 1 MoA iible ColumiA, composed as folloAVs : 


( ’fivalry 
Aitillerv 


British 


Iiihmtry ■' x' a- 

^ i Native 


I ()th Dragoon (iiianls (stjuatlron). 
I 4tli Ihnigal (’avalry. 

11-0, K. A. 
olst Light Infantry. 


/ l.‘«t Diirklias- 
\ Hist I 


Engiiicor Field Park (|>ortioii). 
Field Hospital. 


Pinijah Infantry. 


On the 8rd the column marched to Rozal)ad, where 
it AA'Hs joined by “ 1 ” Company, Madras Sappers and 
Miners; Daruntawas reached on the 4th and Asmatulla 
Khan’s fort on the 5th, where arrangements AA'ere made 
for constructing rafts, and a spot selected for crossing 
the Kabul River. This was eventually found opposite 
the fortified villages of Sali Kaia, about 4 miles from 
Asmatulla Khan’s fort, and there the column crossed in 
two detachments on the 8th and 9th of June, having 
marched thither on the 7th. The squadron of Cara- 
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biniers imd 31st Punjab Infantry remained on the right 
Bank of the river to hold Asraatulla Khan’s fort, under 
Major F. Tweddell of the latter corps. 

On the loth June Brigadier-General Arbuthnot 
marched against the villages of the Ut Ivhel Ghilzai 
raiders in Ijaghman with his main force, leaving 
58 sabres and 308 rifles to hold Dareh Ghat, which he 
had occupied in crossing. The villages were deserted 
and there were no stores nor crops to destroy, the 
nomad inhabitants having anticipated their yearly 
departure by a few days so as to avoid punishment for 
their outrages. Nothing remained, therefore, but to 
blow up and destroy the forts and villages, which w'ere 
of but little value ; and this work having been com- 
pleted, the whole of the column recrossed the river on 
the 11th June. Whilst the outlying picquets were 
being withdrawn from the left bank of the river, a small 
party of Afghans kept up a continuous fire on the 
troops from behind hillocks on the Laghman side, at 
a range of 700 yards. Two of the 1st Gurkhas were 
slightly wounded, and two officers received contusions, 
'rhe enemy’s fire was returned, but as they did not 
show above the hillocks, it was doubtful if any of them 
w'ere hit, and it would have caused considerable delay 
to dislodge them. The whole of the animals were got 
across without accident, and the last of the column 
reached Asmatulla’s fort at 0 p.m. 

No. 1 Column mai*ched to Amir Kala on the r2th, 
thence to Rozabad and Fort Battye, and finally, on the 
15th June, to Safed Sang, where, on the following day, 
Brigadier-General Arbuthnot made over its command 
to Brigadier-General R. Sale-Hill, prior to leaving for 
England, On the same date tlie f>7th Foot and 45th 
Sikhs, which had been sent to strengthen Jagdalak 
during the absence of the column, were ordered to 
return to Kabul. 

Meanwhile the projected expedition into Kama 
had also been carried out. On tlie 2nd June No. 2 
Movable Column, composed as under, and commanded 
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AT GIRDI KATS 


by Brigadier-General Doran, was assembled on the 
right bank of the Kabul at Girdi Kats: 


(Javalry 


Artillery 




in tail try 


Native 


r Central Iiulia Morse (loO salnes). Lieutenant- 
I (,’olonel(\ MartiUj tVum Jalalabad* 
i 5th Cavalry (7 sabres), from Pesh- 

l Bolak, 

[ 1,1-5, U.A. (2 ^iins). Lieutenant (L <1. Simpson, 
from Posli-Bolak. 

C4L ILA. (2 ^uns), lieutenant C. T. Uobinson, 
from Jalalabad. 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 ^uns), Lieuteiuint 
F. R. 'riiackeray, from .lalalabarl. 

^ l-5tlt Fusiliers (200 rifles), LitMitenant J 'olonel 
I T. Howland, from Jalalabad. 

I 2-14tli Foot (200 rifles), Lieutenant-Colonel 
I D. S. Warren, from IVsb-Hnlak. 

Otb Bengal Infantry 0*150 rifles). Colonel 'i*. F. 

VV^ebster, from «hi]alabad. 

.‘>2nd Pioneers (102 rifles), (aptain A. P. 

Samuells, from I'esb-Bolak. 

4tb Madnis Infantry (100 rifles), Major J. 

(rodson, from Jalalabad. 

15th Madras Infantry (50 rifles), Licutemant 
K. S, Hastings, from Pesli-Bolak. 

I Pontoon train from Dakka. 


On this date news wtis received that JMulla Khalil’s 
band and the Mohmaiid Khans had dispersed on hearing 
that a British force was marching against them, so 
opposition to the expedition was not expected. 

On the 3rd the column, which had now been joined 
by 80 sappers of “C” Company, Madras Sappers and 
Miners, began crossing the river into Kama by two 
ferries, about 2| and miles, respectively, above the 
camp at (iirdi Kats. The cavalry, mountain guns, and 
majority of the transport animals crossed at the upper 
feiTy, bivouacking for the night on an island opposite 
Sangar Sarai. The main body of the infantry crossed 
by the lower ferry, and occupied a position by the fort 
of Muhammad Amin Khan. The remainder of the 
column and a detachment of sappers from Ali Boghaii 
crossed on the 4th June, the guns of G-8 and L-5, 
Royal Artillery, with 100 men of the 5th Fusiliers and 
14th Foot being left to hold Girdi Kats. 

was made in a N.-E.: 
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cHrecitioii. wliile the 1‘ioneers and Sappers were engaged 
in destroying tiie towers ol' the Bialiks Baz (iul, Sadur 
Khan, and Nur Mnhaninnid, all ol' whom had assisted 
Mnllah Khalil. All the inhabitants of the district came 
into camp and tendered their submission, and the 
object of the expedition having thus been gained 
without resistan(;e. the troops reerossed the river on 
the 0th and 7th .lime and marclied back to their 
respective stations. 

While these events were in progress, the part of the 
Khyber occupied by (Jcneral Ciib with the 1st Section 
had not been free from ilisturbance. llaids on traders 
were made near Ali Masjid on the 5th .Tune and again 
on the 9th ; while on tlie 12th (ieneral (hb reported 
that serious hostile gatherings were taking place in 
'firah. It appeared that several Afridi tribes had com- 
bined together, under the leadership of a Salad named 
Mir Basiiir, and it was said that seveai thousand men 
were assembled in the Bara \'alley, with the intention 
of attacking some part of the line of communication 
between Landi Kotal and .famrud. 

In view of these reports the garrison of Ali Masjid 
was reinforced by fi (ximpany of the 18th Koyal Irish 
from laindi Kotal, some of the .‘{2nd I’ioneers ivere 
sent to Basawal from J’esh-Bolak, while ‘200 of the 
15th Madras Infantry iVom Basawal reinforced Landi 
Kotal. 

On the 19th .lunc a successful attack was made by 
the tribesmen on a coux oy proceeding from .Tagdalak to 
Pezwan, and a considerable amount of property was 
carried off: a naik of the 2‘2nd I’unjab Infantry w'as 
killed, as well as a sick sow^ar of the 3rd Bengal 
C-ai alry. A similar raid took place on the same road 
on the 29th, at Jibout 7,30 a.m. ; betw'een one and 
tw'o hundred Afghans rushed dowm on the rear guard of 
a convoy which consisted of some men of the 31st 
Punjab Infantry and 4th Bengal Cavalry, and fired a 
volley, killing three men of the 31st, dangerously 
w'ounding three more, as w^ell as w^ounding two horses 
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of the Rengfil Caviilry ; they also succeeded in carrying 
off eleven pack-biiUocks, five sheep, and four rifles and 
siccoutreinents of the 531st Ihinjab Infantry, t'aptain 
R, A. Swetenhnin, of the 27th Ihinjab InhinLiy, who 
was travelling with the convoy on his way to Kabul to 
rejoin his regiment, assumed tiommand of the few men 
(about fifteen) who formed the convoy party, ajid, 
assisted by Lieutenant R. M. R. 'faylor and Lolor- 
Sergeant Hamilton of the •i.'ith Foot, kept the enemy 
off, and prevented them from carrying off more pro[)erty. 
till assistance arrived. 

On receiving news of the attack. Major F. S. I’eny, 
commanding the 25tb Foot, sent out l•einforcemcnts 
from l*e/,wan witli all possible despatch ; and Captain 
.1. Ij. Itoss with eighty-one men of the same corps, who 
were marching froirt .lagdalak Kotal to J*e/wan, hearing 
the firing, (rut across country in rear of the point 
attacked. .(\t the same time, ('aptain II. C4. Dixon, 
from Jagdalak Kotal, took a party acnoss the hills, and 
got witliin range of one party of the ejiemy as they 
were retiring. Major Terry estiimited the enemy at 
200 ; three dead Afghans were left behind, and it rvas 
reported that others had been seen to fall. I’he spot 
^v’here the attack was made had been patrolled ly 
cavalry, and the mail had passed only fi\’c minutes 
before the attack was made. 

About the same date as this attack news was brought 
in of Asmatulla Khan’s ctmtinued activity about Tezin, 
where he was said to have been joined by Hashim 
Jvhan, who had just fled from Kabul, and Faiz 
Muhammad Khan; it was reported that an attack by 
these chiefs might be expected about the 2nd .Inly. 

In view of these disquieting rumours the garrisons of 
lagdalak and Seh Raba were reinforced by rao^'ing the 
troops that composed No. 1 Movable Column from 
•lagclalak to Jagdalak Kotal, the rest of the 1st 
Gurkhas (150 men) arid one company 51st Ijiglit 
Infantry from Safed Sang joining them there, and 100 
men pf the 1st Gurkhas were sent to Seh Raba. 



454 


CON'J’INUED Oin RAXiKS 

On the 30lh June another attack was made by 
raiders from Hisarak on a party of ten men of the 51st 
Liglit Infantry sent on in advance of a convoy from 
Pezwan to crown the heights at t!ie half-way place 
to Jagdalak Kotal. This party on approaching their 
destination perceived the enemy advancing in some 
numhers towards the road, from the neighbouring 
liills, and immediately opened fire on them. 

lieutenant C. O. 11, Thackwell, 51st Foot, hearing 
the sound of bring, went forward and, taking command 
of the ten men, led them up the hill and gallantly 
drove the Afghans off the neighljouring ridges ; in 
performing this duty lieutenant Thackwell was severely 
wounded and disabled, a bullet passing through lus 
shoulder. I’he convoy in the meantime approached, 
accompanied by forty- two rifles of the 51st Light 
Infantry, who were proceeding to join the detachment 
of their corps with the movable column ; these men 
soon cleared the road, and, occupying the heights above, 
enabled the convoy to pass in safety. 

I'he month of .1 uly ‘ did not open auspiciously for 
the tranquillity of the line of communication, which had 
been thus freciuently disturbed. Outniges still con- 
tinued ; the telegraph wire was cut near Pezw^an and 
the jazailchi posts between there and Sated Sang were 
attacked. It became evident that some vigorous 
measures were necessary, and accordingly, on the 4th 
July, Ih’igadier-Cieneral Sale-Hill instructed Colonel 
Hall Acton, commanding the 51st King’s Own Light 
Inlantry (which was at IV/wan about to relieve the 
25th King’s Own Borderers), to nuu’ch from Pezwan 
on the same night so as to reach the village of 
Nargozai by daylight, and punish it for its share in 
the late disturbances ; at the same time IJeutenant- 
Colonel J. Fryer was directed to co-operate with 
two squadrons of the Carabiniers from Safed Sang 
via Tutu. 

‘ Many cliaiifiTGS Had laUdy taken place in the locfatiou of troops on tJie 
line : for a distnhiition list, dated the iJOth June, see Appendix XXlU. 
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Colonel Aeton ninrelied out, as ordered, Avith the 
tbllowiiig force ; 


riiles^ 

,, Srilires, 


^ 4Lli Ciivalry (40 sowars), llessaltlar (Julal) Siiij^h, 

! J4), R.A. (2 ^uii.s), iiiidor ( ajkbiiii Duthy, H.A. 

2oLh (202 rillos), Majoi- IVny, 

0.1 st Infantry (ioo rifles). Major K. I>. Iturnaby. 

^ Olsi I*nnjal> Infantry (04 rifles), SuKathir .lowaliir 


Acting on previous experience of night-marching. 
Colonel Acton decided to iiave no horses, ponies, or 
inules with the column, except such as were ridden, 
and the guns, baggage, and rc.servtj ammunition, etc., 
followed at their best pace, but kept all closed up 
together and did not attempt to keep up Avith the 
column ; they received orders to halt at some conve- 
nient place one or two miles short of Nargozai till sent 
for. In consc(| Lienee of having no baggage animals, the 
column advanced rpiicker than on any previous night 
inarch, and the men were thus saved much fatigue. 
Meantime Lieutenant-Colonel .1. Fryer left Safed 
Sang at l.JtO a.m. Avith Iavo scpiadrons of the (^-irabi- 
niers and seventeen sabres ttli Bengal (hualry, and 
ju.st before daylight deliouched into the 'Futu Valley, 
Major Terry led the advance guard of Colonel 
Acton’s for(;e, w'hich, alter experiencing some difficulty 
in getting through the village of Samuda in the dark- 
ness, proceeded on toAvai’ds (iatgai. About tliree miles 
from Nargozai a native started up close before the 
advanced files and disappeared in the darkness, and 
alter another mile this occurred again. Just as it was 
getting light, the Caraliiniers under Colonel Fryer were 
sighted two miles to the left of the J'ezwan column, 
and when within about half a mile of Nargozai some 
loud shouting was heard in the village, and several 
alarm shots were fired, but they Avere not returned. 

The village of Nargozai is surrounded by Availed 
orchards, which fortunately were not oecupie;d. East 
and w'est are nalafi, Avhich afford good cover, and 
eastward again is a hill, the end of a spur coming doAvn 
from the Safed Koh : a ridge of this, parallel to our 
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front, strengthened with sangars aftbrcled a strong line 
for the enemy. 

Immediately on the alarm being given in Nargozai, 
liicntenant-Colonel 1^'ryer sent two troops, under 
Captain H. B, Hamilton, to seize and hold the 
ground between it and the important village of l\‘tla, 
situated one mile north-east of Nargozai, with a view 
to preventing any assistance being sent to the latter 
place. Fire w'as opened on these two troops by a party 
of men in a ravine, and about the same time an attempt 
was made by a large body of Afghans to ad\ ance from 
l*etla; this was, however, immediately cheeked by 
Colonel Ball Acton’s attacking force, supported by tlie 
other two troops of the Carabiniers. Ma,jor 'rerry, with 
the King’s Own Borderers, meanwhile carried the height 
east of Nargozai, being met l)y a sharp fire, which, 
however, ceased as soon as the atbicking party began to 
ascend. U'he village itself was evacuated and was (piite 
empty when the troops reached it ; no punishment 
could therefore be inflicted but to fire the place, wdiicdi 
was accordingly done, while part of the force (a company 
of the ‘2.5th under Captain F. E. ('arleton, the 31st 
Funjab Infantry detachment under Subadar .low'ahir 
Singh, and some of the .5Tst Flight Infantry) advanced 
into the Jokan V'alley, where the Funjabis had some 
smart skirmishing, and had three men wounded, two of 
them mortally. Tw'o stnall villages in the .lokan Valley 
were burned, and tlie force then retired, it being deemed 
unwise to attempt to follow’^ the scattered bands of 
Afghans into the difficult country, cut up by deep nahis 
and gorges, east of the village of Nargozai. 

The movable column w^as now (,5th July) massed at 
Madarband, half way betw’een Fezwan and .lagdalak 
Kotal, and although shots were still fired into the camp 
at night and at columns on the road, yet the expedition 
against Nargozai had evidently, on the whole, had a 
quieting effect in the disti’ict ; the gatherings reported 
in the neighbourhood of the Tezin were said to have 
broken up, and the excitement had considerably abated. 
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Preparations now began in earnest for the withdi'awal 
of the British forces from North Aighanistan. All the 
heavy baggage and surplus stores both from Kabul and 
from the Khyber line were gradually moved down 
towards India ; the rail service from .Jalal:d)ad to I )akka 
much facilitated the movement, and the rafts continued 
to ply daily during the early part of the month. By 
this means of transport 18.7*2(> maunds of baggage 
and 2,073 men, chiefly invalids, were conveyed from 
Jalalabad to Dakka. 

On the 10th July, however, some rafts were fii-<;d at 
near Chardeh, and on the 12th so determined an attack 
was made upon them near liachipur that this method 
of transport had to be temporarily discontinued, until 
arrangements could be made for the adequate protection 
of the rafts. 

With the beginning of August the withdrawal 
of sick and of surplus stores was (‘ontinued busily, and 
on the 4th of the month the gradual retirement of 
troops along the Khyber line commenced, in con- 
junction with that of Sir Donald Stewart’s force from 
Kabul. 

Several rumours had readied Landi Kotal early in 
the month of gatherings of Afridis in 'firah, and on the 
30th July large bodies of raiders wxtc supposed to be 
collected under Saiad Mir Basliir in the Bazar Valley. 
Every precaution was taken by Brigadier-deneral (iib, 
(!ommanding the Section of the Khyber, but the reports 
proved to be without much foundation. 'Phese rumours, 
however, w^ere very harassing to the troops, and in- 
(a’eased materially the already arduous convoy duties, 
which often extended to twelve hours in one day. 

Major-General Bright and the head-quarters of the 
Khyber Line Foi’ce left Ganrlarnak for Rozabad on the 
13th August; on the Ifith they marched to Jalalabad, 
where General Bright halted on the 17th, 18th, and 
1 9th, and inspected the working of the raft service. 

On the 20th General Bright marched to Laehipur, 
ihoying on the next day, 21st August, to Basawal ; 
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whence, on the 22n(l, the head-quartei's marched to 
Dakka, and on the 23rd to Landi Ivotal. 

Here Sir Donald Stewart arrived on the following 
day, and, leaving again lor Peshawar on the 28t]i, 
handed over the command of all the troops in North 
Afghanistan to Major-General Bright on the 1st Sep- 
tember. 

No trouble or annoyance was experienced by the 
troops moving down the Khyber line, and the move- 
ments were carried out without hitch or difficulty in 
accordance with the pre-arrajjgcd programme. 

(‘onsidering the great heat at this season of the 
year, the healtli of the troops was generally very good, 
and no epidemic disease broke out. 

I'lie first portion of troops from the Khyber liinc 
l''orce began to arrive at the camp at Ilari-Singh-ka- 
Burj on the f.'Jtli and 16th August, and tlie last detach- 
ment (No. 10 Company, Bengal Sappers and Miners) 
reached that place on the 2nd September. 

At the conclusion of the war a brigade, xindcr 
Brigadier-General C. ,1. S. Gough, c.n., v.(’., was left in 
the Khyber to hold laindi Kotal, Ali Masjid, an<l 
.lamrud. It was composed as follows: 

C(fRI*8. 

r i»Ui Honpil (’av.'ilry (dpUclimoiit). 

I No, J MouitUiu Hfittpry. 

. I -18th Toot (}iCiMl-<|nariprs). 

I 27th Puiijah hihuilry. 

\ list iiil’autry. 

/ 5tli Hcn^ul ( rivalry (iletaclnncnt). 

) l”J8ih Foot (diiiiichnieiit). 
i lOlh Minimal lutaatry (hoad-ijuarters). 

I list fhnigiil Infantry (detach me ut). 

f 5lh (.’avalry (he^id-fjuarters). 

V 18th Bengal Infantry (detnchinent). 

In all 4<) olfircrsj 88J) British, 2,810 Native troops —total 8,788 all ranks. 

'Die Peshawar District Force, under the command 
of Brigadier-General (i, C. Hankin, was thus con- 
stituted : 


Station. 


l^andi KoUil 


Ali Masjid 
Jamnnl . 
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f nth Itt’iiii^al j 

17th Cavalry M avaliy. 

lOLh ,, Lniccrs j 

K A., lUl.A. 

Cr-4, K. A. 

JO-11, R.A. 

II.A. 

At Cesliiiwar, Xaoshera, Foot 

Michiii, (’iicrfit, l'V)j t I *-12111 ,, . . » 

IVIaokpsoii, otc. 2-14lh ,, . . ' llrit.isli liifaiitrv. 

i-17th „ . . 

l-2.>th „ . j 

Jst lUaipil 

27ili 

21.Uh ,, . - Niilivp. liii'aiitry. 

Mist ,, 

4Mi ,, 

\os. -1 iiimI jo ( I mm I ‘allies, Sappers 

and Miners. 

Details ami ( oiivalesiTnis. 

In all 117 Officers, o,006 Ih itisli, 4/Dl Native troops total 0,7t»<> all ranks. 

< fraud total for Khyber and Ikise - 12,11)0 all ranks. 

'riie Khyber Hrignde reiruiined as above detailed 
throiigliout the aiituuin and Avinter, but the Peshawar 
Distriet Force was reduced to peace footing, and by the 
cud of November, 1880, was of norma) strength. 

Witli regard to tlie Khyber Pass the (iovernment 
of India decided, Avith the concurrence of the Secretary 
of State, to recognise the independence of the neigh- 
l)ouring tribes, and to make such arrangements Avitli 
tlieir representatives as should ensure tliat the road 
Avould be kept open and free from interference. V^'^hen 
these aiTangements Avere concluded, the Rritish garrisons 
Avere to be withdrawn, but the occupation of the pass by 
regular Afghan troops, witiiout the consent of the 
British (Government, Avas not to be permitted. 

In February, 1881, the arrangements witli the 
Khyber tribes Avere completed, and were described as 
follow'.s in a desp.ateh from the (Government of India to 
Lord Hartington, dated the 28th February : 

The total cost to the Rritish rcA'enucs Avill be 
under two lakhs of rupees per annum, the .sum of 
Rs. 87,540 being given in alloAvances to the different 
sections of the Afridis, and Rs. 87,802 being allotted to 
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A CORPS OF JAZAILCHIS 

the payment of a corps of Jazailchis wliich the tribes 
desired to maintain. In consideration of these pay- 
ments tlie jVfridis have covenanted to undertake entire 
and exclusive responsibility for the freedom and security 
ol' the rojid, and to octeupy with the Jazaildm, Ali 
IVlasjid and other important posts as far as Land! Khana. 
Beyond this point their responsibility does not extend, 
iamdi Khana being the defined western limit of the 
independent tribal territory in which, for the purpose of 
keeping open and free of interruption the passes into 
India, the authority of the Kabul Government is not 
recognised.” 

'Fhc final evacuation of the Khyber was there- 
upon arranged. 'J'lie movement commenced on the 
18th March, and concluded without incident on the 
28lh March, 1881, when tlie Khyber Brigade was 
broken up. 
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OPKRATIONS IN' THK KLIUIA.M DISI'KH I’ KIIOM JANL'AHY I'O 

OCrOHKK, 

Tuk opening inontlis of 1880 Averc iiiAevcntful in tljc 
Kurrain N'alley. 'riie ibrec left in oeeupation by Sir 
bVederick Roberts was under tite joint eorninand oi‘ 
Urigadier-CJenerals J. AV'atson, v.e., and .1. .1. H. (iordon, 
e.is.. the former having eliief eonnnand oA cr the distri<*t. 

'I'he chief difHculty which was encountered was the 
ill-iiealtli of the troops. Some regiments, especially the 
20th Fnnjab Infantry, were terribly reduced by the re- 
sults of their exposure in the prex ious year, and urgently 
requii'ed relief, 'fhe 20th lost al natixe oflicers and 
nien between the beginning of Nov'ember and the end 
of January, and on the lOth .January (ieneral VA'atson 
reported that not more than 200 or 2.50 men in the 
regiment could stand any sevei'c fatigue. 

Major-General Tytler died of pneumonia at 'I’hal 
on the 14th February, and the comma?id of the forces 
in the l^iuTain devolved on Hrigadier-General Watson, 
C'olonel H. E. R. Newdigate, 4th Rifle Hrigade, siur- 
ceeded Hrigadier-Cieneral Gib, who moved to the Kabul 
line in command of an infantry Ijrigade at the beginning 
of March. 

On the 1 8th March the Commandcr-in-Chief repre- 
sented to the Government of India the anonuiltms 
position of Brigadier-Cieneral \^'^atson in the Kurrain 
district, who, though having the rank only of a brigadier, 
w'as nevertheless in command of a division consisting 
of one cax'alry brigade, four batteries of artillery', and 
three infantry brigades, wdiile for stafl' he had but a 
joint commander in Brigadier-General J. J- H. (Jordon, 
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one Deputy iVssistaiit Quartermaster-General, one 
officer officiating in that .appointment, and two brigade- 
majois. 'I'he CVmmander-in-Chief recommended that 
Cieneral Watson should have temporary rank of Major- 
General and a proper divisional staff of a.a.g. and 
A.d.M.d. and n,A.(i.M.(;. These proposals were at length 
sanctioned by ( iovernmcnt on the 29th April. 

A fortnight later {16th May) the Kurram District 
Force was divided into two brigades, designated re- 
specti^'ely the Upper and I jower Kunarn Rrigade. (For 
effective strength at the end of April, see Appendix 
XXV.) 

Meanwhile the peace t)f the district remained almost 
completely undisturbed. On the 13th April, how'ever, 
a report w^as received from 'I'hal that the Waziris had 
collected in Maidan, about 8 or 9 miles south of the 
former j)l.ace. It w'as reported that about 3,990 liad 
assembled there, under the leadership of Mulla Adkar 
and (fulab Miah. The officer commanding at Thai 
consequently ordered a detachment of 49 men of the 
1 1th Rengal Infantry to strengthen the garrison in tlie 
dak bungalow enclosure ; and a cavalry reconnaissance 
was ordered from 'Fhal towards Maidan to obtain 
reliable information. This party, consisting of 82 
sabres of the 18th Rengal Cavalry, under the command 
of Captain G. 1., R. Ricliardson, crossed the Kurram 
River south of 'fhal, and, on approaching Biland Khel, 
struck off’ to the right towards Maidan. When they 
had gone* about 8 miles they came on a body of the 
enemy, estimated at about 999 strong. Shots were 
exchanged, but as the object of the reconnaissance h<ad 
been sufficiently eff'ected in discovering the enemy’s 
position and strength. Captain Richardson withdrew 
towards Fort Khapianga. The enemy followed as far 
as the hills to the south of the fort, firing at long 
ranges, but only succeeded in hitting two horses. The 
Vl'siziris were reported to have lost four killed and eight 
wounded; among the foimer was their leader, Gulab 
Miah. A detacliment, under J^ieutenant McMullen, 
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was left in the fort, ami the remainder of tlie party 
returned to 'riial. 

The month of May opened witli an unfortunate 
aifair in Lower Kurram, where, on the night of the 
1st May, a body of marauders eifected an entranec into 
Chapri post and murdered laeiiteiumt O. li. A\food of 
the Transport Department, one sowar of the Kith 
Bengal T^ancers, one sepoy of the Hth Bengal Infantry, 
and eight doolie-bearers, while one dafadar and one 
sowar and several followers were woundetL 'I'hc Jiews 
reached Brigadier-Cieneral Newdigatc at Manduri, wlicrc 
l)e was on inspection duty, and on its receipt he im- 
mediately rode o\er to (’hapri to enquire into the 
aifair. It appeared that the Khatak guard of six men, 
who formerly occupied a small shed outside, and within 
iO yards of the enclosure on the north-west angle, had 
absented themselves without lea\ c, 'riie enemy, taking 
advantage of this, eifected an entrance by pulling down 
the wall close to this shed. A sentry of the .'ith Bengal 
Infantry was posted inside the enclosure within 20 yards 
of the spot, and was killed on his post ; but as he did 
not lire or give any alarm, it was supposed that he was 
asleep. 'Phe enemy w'cre thus enabled to enter the 
cattle enclosure and to attack those within it without any 
alarm being raised, and to inflict the heavy loss of twenty- 
sc\ en killed and wounded on the garrison before the 
latter could drive them out. No pursuit was attempted 
l>y the garrison, and the assailants retreated unmolested. 

General Newdigate, on lear?iing the nature of this 
attack, ordered parties out at once from 'J’hal and 
Manduri; no enemy w-as met with by either, but the 
party from M anduri came across numerous tracks of blood. 

From information received, it appeared thfit the 
assailants were an advanced portion of a considerable 
gathering of armed men on the banks of the Kaitu. 
fhey were not well armed or equipped, as their original 
intention was only to rob and murder at any favourable 
opportunity. Their loss was reported to be lour killed 
and four w'ounded. 
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It was afterwards siscertaiiied that they were in* 
habitants of the villages I^anda and Sada in Eastern 
IvJiost. 

On the same date (‘ind May) General Newdigate 
received intelligence that a large Iwdy of \¥a7irs, some 
1,500 or 2,000 strong, under Mulla Gulab Pir and 
VVazir Adam Khan, had collected on the Shabakghar 
range, about 9 miles from Manduri. It was further 
reported, on the 3rd, that the IVazirs intended attacking 
Chapri, Manduri, and Padshah Ivot that night. The 
garrison of Ahmad-i-Shama, which was not strong 
enough to resist a determined attack, was accordingly 
withdrawn and sent to Chapri, which w'as further rein- 
forced by 100 rides and (5 sabres from Thai, while 
50 rides and 6 sabres were sent from C/hapri to Man- 
duri. Forty sabres proceeded from there to Ivhapianga, 
with orders to move, with 20 rides at daybreak, up 
the right bank of tlie Kurram River, to cut off the 
retreat of any attacking party. None of the posts were, 
however, attacked, and a fortniglit later (17th May) it 
was reported that tlie ^Vazir raiders had dispersed on 
hearing of the preparations for delence. 

On the evening of the 22nd information was given 
to Hrigadier-General .1. .1. H. Gordon at l^aiw'ar Kotal, 
by M.ajor K. R. Conolly, Political Officer, that tlie Jaji 
Malik Nanak was at ins village, Karmana, 3 miles soutli 
of Ali Khel. 'Phis man was a notorious intriguer and 
an enemy of the llritisVi, and had been most active in 
endeavouring to stir up the neighbouring tribes, though 
he had been pardoned for similar conduct last year. 
General Gordon decided to try and ciipture him, or, 
failing that, to destroy his stronghold. Accordingly, 
he started at 11 p.m. on the same night with the 
following force: 

1 8 lant'fts 1 3th Bengal I jineers. 

2 guns 1-8, R.A. (Mountain Battery). 

300 rifles 8.5lh llfgiinent. 

100 rifles 2-8th Regiment. 

46 rifles 28th Punjab Infantry. 
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'J’he troops marched rapidly and quietly, avoiding 
the village of Ali Kliel, and surrounded Karmana at 
4 o’clock on the morning of the 2J3rd. Here it was found 
that Malik Nanak had left the night before ; his tower 
was blown up and completely levelled, and the people 
of the place disarmed. .(Viter halting at Karmana for 
four hours, the force returned towards the Paiwar Kotal, 
halting three hours for breakfast at Ali Khel. 'riie 
force reached the Paiwar Kotal at 0 p.m., the troops 
having covered .‘12 miles in 21 hours, including halts. 

'rhe month of June was similarly \meventf\il, and, 
beyond reconnaissances of the passes o\ er the Sated 
Koh between Sikamm and Matungeh, tliere were ?io 
military operations to be recorded. A lew movements 
of troops took plaee, but, notwithstanding oc<;asional 
rumours of threatening gatherings, rio (nitrages of the 
prevailing tranquillity ensued. A more serious enemy 
than the tribesmen, however, was encountered in an 
outbreak of rinderpest amongst the commissariat and 
transport tjattle, and of foot-and-mouth disease amongst 
the camels, tlie former of which assumed considerable 
proportions before it (tould be checked. 

j'he months of July and August were equally 
uneventful, and passed without any more important 
hostilities than occasional atta(‘ks by marauders upon 
convoys and transport animals. 

Meanwhile, although the health of the troops was 
good along the upper part of the Kurram line, in LiOwer 
Kurram it was most unsatisfactory, and malarial fever of 
a serious type was prevalent. 

The transport animals in the Kurram were silso still 
in bad condition ; the mortality amongst the camels 
was very heavy, and those which sur^’^ived were quite 
unfit for work and terribly emaciated, notwithstanding 
every effort to improve their condition. 

Prepaiations for the final evacuation of the Kurram 
at an early date were now in progress ; stores, which 
had been collected at the Paiwar Kobil, with a view to 
part of the Kabul force returning to India by that 
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route, were withdrawn, sis well sis sill other surplus 
coininissariat supplies ; sufficient for six weeks only wsis 
retained at the Paiwar Ivotal, sind for one month at 
Shalozan.' 

As September ailvsinced the Pritish force was 
gradusilly ivithdrawn from tlie Upper Knrram. All 
eommisssirisit stores were withdrsiwn from the Paiwar 
Kotsil to llsibib Kalsu sind the foinier place was 
evacuated on the 12th September, the troops fsilling 
back on Shalozan, suitl the liesid -quarters of the Iwigadc; 
being estsiblished at Psira Imsim, On the withdrawal 
of tlie troops from tlie l^aiw^ar Kotsil, the blockhouse 
sind other buildings erected by the British at that place 
were destroyed, ivliile the Hsiriab \^alley was handed 
over by Brigadier-(ieneral Oordon to Afghan deputies 
on behsilf of the Amir. 

The msirch of the troops and removal of stores 
ivsis much hindered and inconvenienced at this time, 
especisilly in the Upper Kurram, by heavy rsiin, which 
fell in torrents between the 8th and the 2()tli of Sep- 
tember; the retirement, however, continued steadily, 
sind without any hostile demonstration on the part 
of the tribesmen. All stores were removed from Habib 
Ksila and Bara Imam by the 21st September, and 
on thsit date the troops fell back on Shalozan, whence 
the further rernovsvl of the stores to Kurram w.as imme- 
diately commeiK;ed, and continued up to the end of the 
month. 

Kurram Fort was tinsilly evacuated on the Ifith 
OtJtober, and was handed over to a Turi garrison on the 
following morning. Cenersil Gordon wnth the rear 
gusird of the Kurrsim Field Force, consisting of 1-8, 
Roysil Artillery, 8oth Light Infantry, 18tli Bengal 
Ivsineers (hcsul-quarters), and 2()th Punjsib Infantry, 
reached 'I'hsil on the 21st (October, and there the brigade 
head-ipisirters were established until further orders. 

^ For streiii^dli anil of l.h« IviiiTani Field Force on 

ist Sepleiuberj see Appendix XXVI. 
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I’UK HOMHAY niVlWlON IN SOITIlKliN Al’«;il ANISI’AN I’lloM 
TIIK Ur-XilNNlN'O Ol’ APRIL TO 'I’MK K\J> OK Al (il ST, IHlto, 

Wk have now to turn to the (Acnts at and uViout 
Kandaluir, where on the tle|)arture of tire IJeiijCful 
Division, llri<^adicr-(4eneral H. Pliayrt' was loll in 
temporary eomnuind pending the arri\ al of laentonant- 
(Jeneral .1. M. I’rinirose. I’.s. i. 

A week or two |)re\ionsly two IJritish ollieers. 
Captain II. E. Showers, (h)inmandant of the Halneh 
Cnides, and Lieutenant C. F. l''nllor, r.k.., had been 
tiea<d)(;rously attacked and tlui former mnrderiMl l)y 
Kakar marauders near the Khojak. I'he first wfirk of 
the Bombay Division in April was to avenge this out- 
rage, VVMth this object two small columns started 
respectively from Ilarnai and (twal; they met on the 
Rrd April and found that the Kakars had occupied 
a strong position near the Khojak defile ; on the appear- 
ance of the troops, howcxer, the enemy withdrew after 
only very slight opposition, and the columns ha\ing 
recovered (’aptain Showers’ body and some of the 
debris from Lieutenant Fuller’s camp, returned to Dwal 
and Dargai by the (5th April. 

On the 11th April Ineutenant-Oeneral Primrose 
with some of his staff’ arrived at Kandahar, and took 
over command from Brigadier-General Phayre, who 
had been appointed commandant of the line of com- 
munications. 

Political charge was not vested in General Primrose, 
as it had been in General Stewart. Major O. St. John 
was thus independent of the military commander ; 
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this arriingcment was possibly a contributory cause to 
the subsequent disaster at Maiwand. 

It< was not long before disturbances commenced 
within Jlrigadier-Cjencral Phayre’s new command. On 
the 1.5th April a message reached Major-tieneral Prim- 
rose to the effect that the people of Zhob were in 
communication with the Kakars, and that hostilities 
might be expected against the posts an<l working parties 
on the line. On tlie following day further rumours 
were heard of hostile gatherings near Baghao, as well as 
in the Arghastan Valley. 

On this date (April lOth) the Road Commandant, 
Major S. .1. Waudby, U)th Bombay Infantry, with 
a tlafadai’ and two sowars, .‘frd Sind Horse, and two 
sepoys of Iris own regiment, arriv'ed at Dabrai, on his 
way to Kandaliar after a tour of inspection. 

It afterwards transpired that for some days pre- 
viously a mulla, by name Sahibzada, had been inciting 
the villagers to rise and attack the posts of (iatai, 
Dabrai, and Mel Karc/,, and, liaving coller;ted some 
gha/is, the mid la, with a Kakar named Shah Muhammad, 
prepared to attack those posts on the night of the 16th. 

In the course of the afternoon of 16th xVpril, warn- 
ing of the impending danger was brought to Major 
V\'audby by a I’athan sowar sent by the Achak/ai chief 
(xhulam ,lan. Major ^V^audby accordingly barricaded 
the entrance to the post, using for that purpose bags of 
grain, etc. 'I'he post consisted of a simple enclosure 
surrounded by a Avail, 4^ feet higli, with a small ditch 
outside ; its garrison, licsides the five men Avith the 
Road Commandant, Avas composed only of some Pathan 
levies. At 10 p.m. Major Waudby, who had been 
lying doAvn to rest for an hour or tAvo, after po.sting 
some sentries, arose .and sent out tvA-^o men to recon- 
noitre toM'ards the low hills on the east of the post. 
They had adxanced but a short distance when the 
enemy, apparently about 600 strong, were seen coming 
over the hill. Major M'audby ordered his fiA^e men to 
reserA C their fire, and the assailants were kept at bay 
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for u short time, until the animuuition of the little 
party began to fail ; the enemy then made a rush and 
succeeded in gaining an entrance. Major Wniulby 
fought to the last, and was said to have killed several 
of the enemy wth a hog-spear, 'fhe Pathan levies 
seem to have bolted when the attsick began. 

One sowar of the Sind Horse made liis escape at 
the last moment, shot down tlie foremost ot' his 
pursuers, and got away to the neighbouring hills, from 
which he saw tlie post set on fire and tlu; enemy 
making away with tlieir plunder into the hills, where 
they quickly dispersed. 

Flarly in the moiaiing the sowar observer! a lidjUd. 
coming from Chaman, and returned with it to the 
ruined post, 'fhe only person uninjured was a servant 
of Major Waudby who could speak Pushtu, and h.ad 
saved himself by )-eciting the Kahtni. 'fhe dafadar was 
severely wounded, and had been left lor dead, hut he 
aflerwards recovered, 'fhe sowar got an Afghan driiss 
from the kafila, and went on through the lulls to 
Kandahar to report the affair. 

The best proof of the resistance olfered l)y Major 
VV^iudby was that thirty dead bodies of tribesnien wei’e 
counted ; and it was known that the assailants had 
carried away two dead bodies and many wounded. 

Telegraphic communicaitiou bctweeji Kandahar and 
Chaman w'as interrupted from a.m. on the 17th, 
hut on receiving trustworthy information of the attack 
on Dabrai, Major-CJeneral Primrose promjvtly directed 
(^olonel J. H. P. Mulcolmson, commanding the .*5rd 
Sind Hoi*sc, to detail a troop of his regiment, under a 
British officer, with orders to push on to Mel Karez, 
and, if possible, to Dabrai, and to open communication 
with a wing (200 men) of .Jacob’s Rifles, which was 
supposed to hav'e arriv'^ed that morning at (iatai m 
route fi’om Chaman. Similar precautions were taken 
by Brigadier-General Phayre from the direction of 
Chaman to ensure the safety of the posts ; but no 
further attempt was made by the hostile Ivakars, who 
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were said to be astonished and disheartened at the 
desperate defence made by the six men at Dabrai. 

T'Jie foregoing was not the only disturbance in 
Soutliern Afghanistan at this time. On the 18tli 
April news was receiA'ed at Kandahar of an attack on 
a convoy near Jaldak by the inhabitants of the Kajba/ 
villages, which are situated on the left bank of tlie 
'rarnak, about 8 miles south of Kalat-i-Ghilzai. Two 
days afterwai’ds a hostile gathering of Hotak Crhilzais, 
under Muhammad Afzal, the Hotak chief, was reported 
to be at Sheori, 12 miles east of lvalat-i-(ihilzai, and 
to be planning an attack on the camel yard outside the 
fort at that place ; this gathering, however, broke up 
without any serious hostilities. 

On the 27th .iVpril a force irom (iatai and Chaman, 
composed as follows, marched with 4.00 men of native 
levies against ^Vbu Saiad’s force to inflict punishment 
for the attack on the Dabrai post : 


Silui Hor.su . 

Poona Horse 
No. 2 Mountain Hattery 
Uornimv infantrv . 
28th ‘ , 


ID sabres. 
20 „ 

2 ^uiis. 
Ho rines. 
Ho .. 


Under Major F. (’. 
Singleton, 28tli 
Bombay Infantry. 


'rhe force marched to the fort and halted within a 
mile of it, when a message was received that the fort 
would be given up without fighting, j^bu Saiad himself 
was taken prisoner and carried back to Kandahar ; his 
fort was destroyed. 

'rhe outrages and disturbances in the neighbourhood 
of Ivalat-i-CThilzai also necessitated punitiv'^e measures 
against the Ivajbaz villages, and an expedition, under 
Colonel O. V’^. Tanner, cojisisting of 2.50 of the 29th 
Bombay Infantry (Baluchis), and a small signalling 
party from the 60th Foot, marched on the night of the 
1st May for that purpose. 

By daybreak on the following morning Colonel 
Tanner reached and surrounded with his troops the 
three principal Kajbaz villages, and succeeded not only 
in malang two maliks prisoners, and in securing hostages, 
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but also in rec;«vering a quantity of looted stores and 
in seizing u number of goats and'shcep. 

At about 8 a.n). on the same day news was received 
that a party ot 1‘opalzai and Ishakzai Duranis had taken 
up a position between Kajbaz and Kalat-i-Ohilzai ; and 
tliese, to the number of about 240, were encoun- 
tered by C^olonel Tanner on his return march. ^I'hey 
were posted oh the Shahbalau hill, 300 feet above the 
road, in a strong position. Colonel Turner attacked 
them immediately and put them to Hight, after they 
had lost fourteen killed, Avith their leader, Mulla Ahmad, 
and eight prisoners. The loss on the side of the British 
was only one Baluchi wounded. 

On the 9th May Chiptains A. .1. Oarrett and F. \^^ 
lieckie with Lieutenant E. E. M. I.awford, of the 
'fransport Department, were tired at as they were 
returning late from Kohkaran to Kandahjir. Captain 
Oarrett was seve)-ely wounded in the arm smd a sowar 
of the 3rd Sind Horse was slightly woundetl in the 
wrist. Owing, however, to the lateness of the hour 
when the re])ort was received, tlie perpetratoi’s of the 
outrage could not be followed up. 

At Kandahar the months of April and May were 
not eventful, but tlie frecpient rumours which reached 
the British authorities of the movements of Sardar 
;\yub Khan in the direction of Herat foreshadowed 
the danger which was growing in that (piartei*. As 
early as the (ith April the ft)llowing telegram was 
tlespatched by Colonel O. St. .John, who was the inde- 
pendent political authority at Kandahar, to the Indian 
Foreign Oflicre : 

•“ Sardar Abdul Salam, who came from Herat in 
December last as an envoy from y\yub, and returned 
in January, has sent his confidential servant to me with 
a letter, reporting arrival of I’ersian Commissioner. 
He oflers to be medium of communication with Ayub 
in our interests, and asks for confidential agent to be 
sent to him at Herat, or letter declaring that the 
English Government wish to have friendship and 
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services of Ayub. He hints that Ayub is hesitating 
lietween Persia and England, but inclines to latter. 
Messenger rep<irts that J’ersian C'oimnissioner left two 
days before he did, while letter speaks of him as still 
there. He says Ayub is practically in hands of the 
Kabvdi troops, who for two months would not let him 
leave his house. t)bject of letter appears to be acknovv- 
ledgnieiit of Ayub’s title to flerat, overtures to Persia 
having finally failed. 1 presume letter may be answered 
in accordance with previous communications, namely 
that Ayub can do as he likes ; that we want nothing 
from him ; and that if he wants anything from us he 
should express his wishes.” 

week later the news reached Kandahar that a 
jehad had been proclaimed in the province of Herat, 
but it was not supposed that it would meet with any 
response. Again on the 17th April information was 
received that the Kabuli regiments were pressing iVyub 
to march on K andahar and that Shaligassi ‘ Y usuf Khan 
had written from Farah that he had succeeded in 
rousing the Zamindawaris against Sardar Sher Ali, 
VVali of Kandahar, and that now was the time to 
advance. 

t)n the •24th May Sardar Nur iVli Khan, the son of 
the Wali, writing from Zamindawar, confirmed the 
news ah’eady received that Ayub Khan had succeeded 
in reconciling the Hcratis and Ivabulis and intended 
marching on Kandahar about the 10th of .June. He 
enclosed a number of letters received by Sardar 
Khan, the general in command of the regidar troops, 
from iVyub Khan, the Lidnahj^ and others, exhorting 
them to return to their allegiance. 

I'he tVali called on the Political Agent on the 
e\"ening of the day he received the above news, and 
expressed his fear that the menaced advance on Kan- 
dahar might have serious consequences if carried into 

^ MahU?!* of tlie C'ejen 101 lies or ChamViorlairi/' corrupted from Ishak 
Akasi/^ 

* llie Chief Deputy, corrupted from ^'Loi Naih.” 
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effect ; he said that he himself intendetl leaving at 
on(!e for Zamindawar, and he hoped that a brigade of 
British troops would be sent to (iirishk to support 
liim. 

The Alizai Duranis, he said, were in coiTespondcnce 
with Ayub at Herat, and, unless tliey saw very clearly 
that the British Government were on his side, they 
would join iVyub, after which the contagion of rebellion 
would spread over the country. 

On the 25th the \Yali paid a visit to Mir/a Hasan 
Ali Khan, and expressed no doubt of Ayub s intention 
to march on Kandahar, saying that he heard that the 
Zamindawar chiefs were in (;onstant c!orresponden(je 
with him, and that dii'ectly Ayul) should advance from 
Herat, his own (Lc. the AV’^ali’s) troops in Za}nindawar 
would be sure to desert to tlie Surdar, He said that 
promises of help had been given to Ayub both in 
transport animals and men, and that he feared that 
many of the ignorajit people would raise disturbances 
throughout the country. It was said, however, that 
tlie Herati and Kabuli troops were really not on good 
tenns, but were divided into two factions, the Heratis 
headed by the I/uinah, Shahgassi Khushdil Khan, and 
the Kabulis by Abdulla Khan, Nasiri (ihilzai. 

'fhe next day the VV^ili came with fresh new's to 
Colonel St. John. He had seJit tw'o spies to Herat 
disguised, but they were both captured and imprisoned; 
one of them, how'ever, who w'as able to give personal 
security, had returned with the news that on the 
loth May the Kabuli troops went to j\yub and told 
him that that w'as the day he had appointed to march 
on Kandahar, but that no orders had been received nor 
preparations made. He informed them that want of 
carriage alone prevented him from marching, but that 
he would do so fifteen days later. On this the Kalndis 
began to seize camels and horses, the property of 
private individuals, and Ayub stopped several caravans 
proceeding towai’ds Kandahar. On the 20th May a 
brother of the Wali s principal minister arrived from 
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Faruli, and stated that the people there were being 
forced by Muhammad Umar Khan (Nurzai Durani) 
to eut their crops so as to have supplies ready for 
Ayub’s army, which was to leave on the 30th May. 
A thousand horsemen were to march direct on Zamin- 
dawar by the Siahband road. 

In consequence of the above intelligence the follow- 
ing eomm\mication was on the 26th May made by the 
Quarterinaster-tjeneral in India to the Secretary to 
Government in the Military Department : 

“Looking to the political intelligence from Kan- 
dahar that Ayub contemplates an advance from Herat, 
the Commander-in -Chief considers that if such a move 
is made, it will have a disturbing effect, not only in 
the neighbouj’hood of Kandahar, but also on the 
Pimizai Achakzais and Kakars on the line of commu- 
nication, and that, tlierefore, the Bombay Kescrve 
Division should be mobilised as soon as possible after 
it is known for a certainty that Ayub contemplates a 
move on Kandahar, or any other direction eastward. 

“2. Under the above circumsfrvnces, Kandahar is 
not, His f^xcellency thinks, sufficiently strong enough 
to detach a brigade to (iirishk, as suggested by Ijieu- 
tenant- Colonel St. John, Political Officer. It is evident 
that very little reliance could be placed on the VV'ali's 
troops.” 

Such was the position of affairs at the end of May, 
when the troops of the Kandahar Field Force were as 
shown in Appendix XXVII. 

At Kandahar itself almost the only noticeable event 
was the formal installation of Sher i\li Khmi as Wali 
by Colonel Oliver St. ,Iohn, in the presence of Majt)r- 
Gcneral Primi’ose and his .steff, on the 11th May. 

At the end of the month it was determined to send 
a reconnoitring party under Major K, P. I.,each, lun.. 
V.O., to Maiwand, and about half way to Girishk, to 
cotjiplete the survey of the Khakrezand Kushk-i-Nakliud 
alley, and to ascertain its fitness Jis a camping ground 
for a brigade, in case it should be necessary to move 
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thither in support of tiie Wali’s troops. For this duty a 
trf)Op of the «*Jrd Bombay Cavalry and a eorn})aiiy of the 
JtOth Bombay Infantry were detailed on tlie 1st .lime. 

At this time Sardar Ayub Khan was rapidly com- 
pleting his arrangements for the march against Kan- 
dahar. On the ist .June the standards of his troops 
were planted outside Herat, and twelve tents were 
pitched at Pul-i-Malan in readiness for the Chaliar 
iVimak sowars expected to come with .tVbduUa Khan 
(Nasiri (Ihilzai), who had been sent to collect them ; 
but these Chaliar Aimaks did not respond readily to 
,^^Vyub’s call ; and there were nt) other signs of an early 
move from Herat. Forty Herat horsemen had been 
sent to obtain supplies in Bakwa, without, however, 
any success. 'I’lie Kabuli and Herati troops were still 
quarrelling amongst themselves, but, notwithstanding 
all difficulties, the Sardar had determined, if possible, 
to begin his march on the 4tli .lune. He was forced 
by circumstances, hoivevcr, to remain at l*ul-i-Malan 
beyond that date, and meanwliile employed himself in 
the manner described in the following extract from 
letters from Herat, received by native agents xm 
Teheran, and dated the 4th .June : 

“ Several days ago Ayub Khan despatched Sardar 
Abdulla Khan, his Wa/.ir, along with several other 
sardars, to Kushk, to see .Tahan 'I'urk Khan, the son 
oJ‘ Khan Agha (Jamshidi), ivith three objects : first, to 
ask for Ayub Khan the hand of Khan Agha s daughter, 
who was formerly intended for Abdulla .Ian, /Vmir 
Slier Ali’s heir-apparent ; secondly, to arrange the 
disputes between the Hazara and Firozkohi tribes ; 
and thirdly, to bring in horsemen from every tribe for 
the expedition against Kandahar. 

“ Two days ago they returned, accompanied by a 
son of Khan Agha, Fatehulla Beg ( I'irozkohi) and 
Muhammad Khan (Hazara), each of the chiefs bringing 
100 horsemen. Khan Agha’s daughter has been 
betrothed to Ayub Khan. Peace has been made 
between tlie Hazaras and Firozkohis. 
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“ Thi’ee or four days ago a person resembling an 
Arab made his appearance xm 'reheran and Meshed. 
He brought a green banner with him, and gave out 
that it had been given him by a holy man at Baghdad, 
who told him to take it to Ayub Khan at Herat, and 
he would be victorious against the infidels. Ayub 
Khan received the fiag with due reverence, and said he 
would follow it and fight and be victorious. The 
Kabul troops also collected about sixty or seventy 
tojnam amongst themselves, and brought several sheep 
and two khancars of bread. 

“ They sacrificed the sheep and divided the meat 
and bread as an offering to the fiag. This Arab will 
not take any present whatever, and asserts that he lias 
brought the flag to help the troops of Islam against 
the infidels. .^Vyub Khan, his officers and all the 
troops believe in liim, and firmly believe they will gain 
a I'ictory. I am at a loss to know how this affair 
of the flag has arisen and who sent it. The troops 
are all preparing to march upon Kandahar. Ayub 
Khan has ordered 1,500 Herati horsemen to accompany 
him. I have all along said, and am still of opinion, 
that if the army starts, it will be upset by the time 
it gets to the borders of Farah, as there is no friendship 
between the Herati and Kabuli troops, and they are 
sure to have a quarrel. .Ayub Khan’s secret object is 
to get rid of the Kabuli troops, for he has no money 
for them and tliey do not obey him.” 

At length, on the Oth .June, Ayub Khan having 
collected all the Herat horsemen, chose 1,400 out of 
the whole, Mdiich he put under the command of the 
Lnhiuh, Khushdil Khan (son of Shahgassi Sherdil 
Khan), who had arrived some time before from Kabul. 
He ordered the htdnnh to proceed with his cavalry in 
advance to Farah ; and on the date named the latter 
accordingly marched across the Hari-rud at Pul-i- 
Malan to Pul-i-Sabzawar, 5 miles beyond the bridge. 
Here the ground is cut up by irrigation canals and the 
country well cultivated. The first three marches were 
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purposely sliort, wliilst the baggji<^e juui supplies were 
crossing the river. 

Most of the inhabitants deserted their villages along 
the route ; but this was a eustoinary proceeding, in the 
track of an Afghan army, which can be well understood. 
Nor does it appear that the people were ill-disposed 
towards Ayub ; indeed, on tins occasion, from all 
accounts, the supplies were pixanired with ease. 

On the 10th .June the iMimih advanced bis camjj 
to Mir Daud Sarai, 14| miles from Herat, while the 
bulk of Ayub’s force was marshalled without the walls 
of Herat ; but, as usual at all gatherings of disunited 
tribes and leaders jealous of one another, dissensions 
seem to have been frequent in the various camps. 
More curious to English ideas seems the fact that the 
question most diftitvult of settlement w'as not whose 
should be the post of honour in advance, but who 
should be the last in order of advance, and Kabulis 
and Heratis were alike jealous of forming the rear in 
j)reference to the van guard. Each chief and sjirdar 
was aiixious that his rival should precede liim. From 
the accounts given it appeal's, however, that the Kabuli 
regiments were by far the best disciplined, whilst the 
majority of the Heratis were more or less disaflected. 

The following is the estimate made of the com- 
position of iVyub’s force Jit this time. '^I'luar leader, 
however, only calculated upon them for the nucleus of 
liis array, which he anticipated would be speedily rein- 
forced en route by the local tribesmen, levies, and 
religious fanatics (ghazis) when passing through Zamin- 
dawar and on approaching Kandahar. 

I Infantry Brigade, Taj Muhammad Khan {Tajik), Mir Akhor, (\nnnuinding. 
regiment's of roguljir iiifuiitry (Kaljuliss), euoli oiX) . . 1 

2w</ Infantry Brigade, Baidal Khan Commandhiy, 

2 re^iuentsj of rcffiilar infantry (Kabulis), eaeh 5(K> \ , ^ 

1 regimejit ,, ,, (Kandaliari), fdX) ) ‘ 

*Ard Infantry Brigade, Ghafnr Khan {Tajik) Commanding. 

3 re^^imeiit!;! of rejifnlar Infantry (Herati), eadi ijno . . 1,130 

ToUl regular infantry, 0 i-egiments . . 4/100 
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f'avnlry Hrigufie, A hdui Rahman Khan (Rika) (\mmanding, 
To^ifiiuents of rcf^nliir cavalry (Kabuli), each ;M)0. . » . 1)00 

Arfii/rn/^ Ahmad f hU (KaMi) (\mimanding. 

.1 inoiiiitain IkaVtcry (iiiulcsn), gunner?: ..... 100 

4 fielfl hatierics (horses), gunners junl ilnvors, cacli 100 . 4(M) 

'rotal artillery, 00 guns, ainl gunners unO drivers , 500 


Inuignlar horse. 

Ilerati sowars, all ranks ....... 1,500 

Dnrani ,, 5(X) 


Infantry 
(avalry 
Arlillery 
Irregulars . 


'fotal irregular horse . 
A hstract. 

. 4,100 

00(» 
500 

. 2,000 


2,0(Mt 


( IRANI) Total 


. 7«50() all ra!iks.^ 


Of these, /jOO of the Diirmii irreguhirs were at Farah, 
iiavin^' been there since the midtile of March under 
Muhammad \"usuf Klnm, where he was joined by Sartip 
Nadir Shall (Kabuli) with four guns and one lltn'ati 
regiment. 

At Farah, likewise, were collected the ftimilies and 
belongings of the Kaudahari and Kabuli regiments, and 
there they remained until tlie campaign was decided. 

On the l;5th dune the main hotly of Ayub’s army 
t;rosscd the Hari-rud and camped at l^ul-i-SalizaAvar, 
and Ayub himself, with his head-quarters staff, accom- 
panied by four regiments, thirty guns, and four regiments 
of cavalry, lelt Herat mid established himself at Uoza- 
bagh. 'rhence he moved by the usual caravan road 
through Shah- Bed and Khwaja Uria to Sabzawar, 
arriving there on the 2()th June, and halting there for 
some days. Meanwhile the l/uinab with the advanced 
cavalry had also been adxancing steadily, and on the 
23rd was at Farah. The main anny continued its 
march on the 24th, and by the 27th .Tune it had reached 
Khushkawa, 2.3 miles north of Farah, and therefore 
135 miles from Herat and 193 miles from Girishk. 

> See Appendix XXVIJl. 
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Definite intelligence of Ayub’s arrival at this point 
at length opened the eyes of the authorities at Kandahar 
to the reality of the intentions of the Sardar. 

Kninours of his advance had, as we have shown, 
reached the Wall of Kandahar several weeks back, but 
authentic news was not obtainable, 'fhere was no 
uiilitary Intelligence Department, and the independerd 
political agejicy at Kandahar, which had control of 
all available sources of information, was insufiicicntly 
organised for this purpose and ill-served ; moreover, 
the disaffected troops of the Wali were able to prevent 
true tidings from Herat reaching Kandahar, whilst 
talse information of Ayubs ill-success was disseminated 
there. On the receipt of some such deceptive news, on 
the 30th May (icneral Primrose telegraphed to India 
his opinion that the rumour of Ayub Khan's ))iovc on 
Kandahar had been exaggerated, and that, according 
to later reports, the JCabuli regijnents, hav ing heard of 
the Ih’itish victories near Glia'/ni, were desirous ol 
giving up their arms and leavittg Herat, with a v'ievv 
to returning to Kabul or taking service with the W^ali 
of Kandahar. 

Even the Wali remained in apparent security at 
(ririshk up to the latter part of June, and wrote to 
Coloneil St. John on the 13th of that month that every- 
thing was going on well, that his troops were in good 
order and well affected ; in short, his only anxiety was 
want of funds, which difficulty he liopcrl to get over by 
the help of the Hritish Govemment. He added that 
should a brigade move to Kushk-i-Nakhud or Maiwand, 
the effect on the Herat faction would be very great. 

On the 14th he wrote again to say that he had 
sent agents to stir up the people of Farah and Taiwara 
against Ayub, and added that he only wanted money 
and encouragement to go himself to llerat. If it \vx*re 
not wished that he should do so, he would return to 
Kandahar in three mruiths’ time, after (tollecting the 
i^ainindawar revenue. 

At last on the 21st June Colonel St. John receiv'ed 
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from Wali Sher iVli authentic reports of Ayub’s 
preparations to leave Herat, and the Wall earnestly 
requestetl that a Pritish brigade should advance towai-ds 
(iirishk to support him. This news was telegraphed by 
Colonel St. John to Simla, together with the statement 
that (Jeneral Primrose did not wish to move his troops 
in the veiy hot weather then prevalent, unless it M'as 
positiv ely neeesssiry, and that the Wali ought, with the 
assistance afforded him in arras and money, to be able 
to put down any rising in Zamindawar, if it was not 
supported from Herat in a manner more formidable 
than that which he described. 

“ At the same time,” added Colonel St. John, “ 1 am 
inclined to think that should it be desired to keep affairs 
in Southern and estern Afglianistan m statu qu/o for 
the present, an advance of a brigade to Mai wand, to- 
gether with a prohibition of the NA'^ali crossing his present 
frontier, would be ad \'isal)le. An outbreak on the Herat 
border, howcv'er slight, miglit lead to complications.” 

On tlie 27th tlie following telegi*am was sent to 
the Quartermaster-( Jeneral in India by Lieutenant- 
(leneral Primrose : 

“ With reference to cipher telegram from Foreign 
to Political Resident, regarding Ayub Khan’s move 
towards Kandahar, 1 have arranged, pending reference 
and orders, that a brigade, with battery, horse artillery, 
and a regiment of native cavalry, shall move on (iirishk. 
1 am of opinion that active support to the VV^ali, who 
is now at Cirishk. will be more efficacious than if the 
whole force remained at Kandahar. To strengthen 
garrison here on departure of the brigade, I propose 
moving up 4th Native Infantry from Quetta, to be 
replaced on line of communication by a regiment from 
Reserve Division, and have ordered a wing of 2nd 
Baluchis from Kalat-i-Ghil/ai to Kandahar ; the latter 
mov^e is with concurrence of Political Resident.” 

On the 29th June the Quartermaster-Cieneral replied 
to Lieutemint-Cienenil Primrose that no active measures 
should be taken previous to the receipt of direct orders 
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from the Cominander-iti-Chief, but that he sliould be 
prepared to move in case of need. On the 8()th June 
he wrote as follows to the (Government of India with 
referenee to (General l*rimrose s telegram of the 27th : 

“ I am desired by the (Gommander-in-(Jiief to submit 
the annexed eopy of a telegram (dated 27th June, 1880) 
from ljieutenant-(Gencral Primrose, c.s.i., eommanding 
in Southern Afghanistan, in which he gi\ es his views as 
to the movements he would consider necessary in the 
event of the advance of Ayub Khan from Herat with a 
considerable t<)rce being confirmed. 

“ 2. It will be rememl)ered that when rumours were 
rife of possible movements of Afghan troo])s from Herat 
in December last, Sir 1). Stewart proposed to ladl up 
llrigadier-General J’liayre’s resei’\'e troops to (-Quetta 
anti l*eshin, to enable tlie !0th Punjab Infanby, 2rul 
Sikhs, and 8rd Sind Horse to march on Kandahar. His 
Excellency was then of opitnon that not only was this 
increase necessary, but that a further reinforcement to 
the extent of a battery of artillery and a British infantry 
regiment was net;cssary. 

“ 3. (General Stewart then stated tliat, unless addi- 
tional troops Avere pushed forward to Kandahaj’, it 
Avould not be politically <lesirable to detach any portion 
of the garrison, and Sir P. Haines considered that the 
advance of the Reserve Brigade ii‘om the Bolan at once 
to Peshln and (^iuetta, so as to admit of the ti’oops 
there being moved forward, was a measure of necessity, 
and His Excellency further urged the formation of a 
division at .lacobabad to be ready to move forward as a 
reinforcement. 

“ 4. It now appears that a similar (rontingency has 
again arisen, only possibly a nvore serious one. Ayub 
is reported to haA'e left Herat on the Dth June Av-ith a 
considerable force, Avith the intention of mo\ing on 
Kandahar and raising the tribes as he advances. Should 
this be true, he should iioaa'^ be v'ery close to (Giri.shk.' 

^ Ayub*s army was, as .shown above, then at Fa rah, i.e, within 170 
fuiles of* Giri.shk. 


31 



482 GENERAT. PRIMROSE’S PROPOSAL 

“ 5, I’he 1 1 ’tx^ps on the line of covnmiinieation cannot 
now, as they eonld in December last, be reduced and 
act as immediate reinforcements. The line of railw^ay 
and new line of communication cannot with safety be 
left with less protection than at present, and therefore 
the reinforcements must be at once pushed up from the 
rear. 

“ G. The Commander-in-Cliief does not consider that 
Licutcnant-Cienerfil Primrose’s proposals would suffi- 
ciently meet the occasion ; the move of a brigade to 
Girishk in support of tlie Wali would leave Kandahar 
dangerously weak ; and to withdraw a wing of the 
Baluchi regiment from the small garrison of Kalat-i~ 
CMiilzai would be ci)urting disaster, as no support would 
be available within eight marches. 

“ 7. The force at KaudaJiar consists of — 

liauk and Jj'ili 


8rd Sind IJortse .... 

. 0 

:m 

INMnifi Unrsc .... 

0 

271 

ilrd Ikiniltav Li^lit (\Tvalry . 

7 

411 

K Il K.II.A 

7 

153 

(’ 2, R.A. 

5 

1J2 

/)-M, (lieavy) . , 

r> 

08 

2“7th Fusiliers .... 

. 24 

682 

(U)tli Foot ..... 

. 18 

610 

(st Bombay Infantry . 

8 

6i)7 

lOtli Bondniy infantry . 

8 

645 

80th Bombay Infantry . 

No. 2 (amvpany vSappers and ]Vliiicr.s 

1) 

401 

2 

104 

.Artillery 

. 17 

863 

Native ('avairy .... 

. 18 

1,073 

Britii^h Infantry .... 

. 42 

1,202 

1,037 

4,665 

Native ,, 

. 27 

104 


iiududing noii-pft’oetives, sick, etc. 

“ (ieneral I’rimrose proposes to move a brigade with 
a battery of horse ai-tillery and a regiment of native 
cavalry : this would leave Kandahar with the following 
garrison, until troops arrived from the rear : 

Native C’avalry * . 682 all ranks. 

Artillery. ... 4 f!;iins and heavy 

Kandahar Wttery. 

IJritish Infantry . . 610 

Native infantry and Sappers 810 
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“ The Kalat-i-Ghilzai garrison, after the proposed 
withdrawal of the wing of nativ e infantry, w^onld muster, 
including sick, etc. : 

r Native Cavalry . . . 10;j 

Kalat-i-Chil- | (luiis ..... 

zjii. I Hritisli Infantry . . . 117 

I Native Infantry (about) . . :580 

“The above garrison would. Sir F. 1*. Haines 
considers, be altogether insuffi(!ient. 

“ The Conimander-in-C-'hief desires to urge upon tlie 
consideration of (Government the necessity for at once 
moving up troops from the rear, and recommends tiiat 
a brigade, consisting of a liritisli iulantry and two 
native infantry regiments, with a battery of artillery 
and a regiment of native cavahy, be moved up. 

“ The withdrawal of these troops from Sind will 
necessitate a furtlier call of the wing of the 11th Foot 
from Jiombay to Karachi, and at least one native 
infantry regiment from that Presidency."^ 

'Fo this the (Govennnent of India replied, concur- 
ring with the Cominander-in-Chief’s opinions in the 
following terms : 

“ In reply, 1 am to inform you that the (Governor- 
General in Council approves of the proposal to send a 
brigade of the strengtii denoted to (Girishk, but desires 
that .strict injunctions be given to Eieutenant-tGeneral 
Primrose that none of his troops are to cross the Helmand 
on any account. His Excellency in Council agrees* with 
Sir F. Haines in objecting to the withdrawal of the wing 


' IHatrifmtion of Rtf iter va JHtnAum. 


Jacobabad^ under 
Brijiradier-Geueral 
Wood. 

Haidarabad 


f 1st Sind Horse (part). 

I 2nd Uombay C'avalry (part). 

) Ist Madra.s (.lavalry, 

I Dth Bombay Infantry (ordered to Kandahar)* 
( F-2, R.A. 

-■ 2-1 1 Foot (wing). 

( 24th Bombay Infantry. 


Kai'achi . 


. D-B, R.H.A. 

I 2-lotli Foot. 

4 Jlrd Bombay Infantry. 

I 9th Bombay Infantry (part), (ordered to Kandahar). 
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of native infantry from Kalat-i-Ghil/ai, or any weaken- 
ing of the line of cominunieations ; and 1 am to convey 
the approval of the (iovernor-General in Crmncil to the 
recommendations made in your letter under reply for 
the strengthening of the tbrce under Lieutenant-General 
Primrose’s immediate command.” 

Meanwhile Ayub Khans main force had reached 
Parah on the 30th Jimc and united there with the 
cavalry under the Initial). Here orders much more 
strict than heretofore were issued for the march of the 
army, and during a halt of five days the organisation of 
the force was completed, and the faniilies of the Kabulis 
and Kandaharis were left behind. At the same time 
Ayub’s patrols scoured the country even up to the 
advanced outposts of the Wall’s troops near Washir. 

Except the threatened advance of Ayub Khan and 
the t!onsequent uneasiness in the north the country 
occupied by the Kandahar Field h’orce had been fairly 
tranquil during the past weeks. The weaker posts had 
been brought into a proper defensible state, and all 
appeared to be going well on the line of communications. 
An outrage was committed, however, near Harnai, on 
the J)th June, when a convoy of carts was plundered by 
a small gang of hill-robbei’s, who made off to the hills, 
taking with the?n some property and bullocks. They 
were, however, followed and overtaken : ten of them 
-were killed or captured, and most of the bullocks were 
reccAcred. 

I'lie surveying party and escort under Major Leach, 
which had been sent to Maiwand at the end of May, 
returned to Kandahar on the 14th June without having 
encountered any hostility. 

Near Kalat-i-Ghilzai, Colonel Tanner, with a small 
detachment, attacked and dispersed a body of Afghans 
under the leader Muhammad Aslam on the 1st July. 

To return to the point where at this moment were 
centred all the vital interests of the British in Southern 
Afghanistan, as well as the hopes of their enemies. 
The news of the march of the Afghan army from Herat 
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hatl by this time spread like wildfire all over the country, 
producing the most exciting and disturbing effect on 
the population, both in the city of Kandahar and in the 
surrounding country. C'onstunt rumours were in circu- 
lation of gatherings of large bodies of afidzis and of 
Ghilzais assembling and moving to meet Ayub. 'I'he 
W^ali’s authority seemed to diminish daily ; large num- 
bers of men w'ere leaving the city with their families, 
giving as their reason for so doing the high price of food 
and the fear of coming disturbance. I'his state of affiiirs 
continued from the beginning of the month of .Inly till 
the final catastrophe which, preceded by the disaffection 
iuid desertion of the Wali’s troops, raised the ttountry to 
a man against the llritish. 

On the 2nd July the following troops were dc’tailed 
to march to Girishk, under the command of Hi'igadier- 
General G. R. S. liuiTows, to support the Wali : 

I (Captain fl. McMatli, OOth Foot, Major. 

I Captain. Harries Foot, Doputy Assistant Quarterinasier- 

j (General. 

Staff . ’ ( .aptain J. R, Slade, u.ii.a., OnUndy Officer. 

I Lieutenant G, (J. l>obl).s, Offieiatiiijt? Deputy Ass it Coinmissary- 
j (jeiieral. 

I Major F. P. Leadi, «.k., v.e. 

Cavalry / Brigadior-Gcnieral T. Niittall, ('oininandin^. 

Hrigfade. \ Major G. C, Hoifg, Poona Hor.se, Brigade- Major. 


ffrd Sind Horse, ( -oloiiel J. II. Maloolni.soii . 

(.>frUN;‘rH. 

4 

! 

SMbrtiS. 

207 

I Jtaiik 
: arid 

i File. 

ffrd Bombay Light ( -avalry. Major A. V. Cun ie. 

r, 

;>oo 


K-B., R.ll.A., Major G, F, Blackwood 

(; 

... 

127 

ffOth Foot (6 companies), C'olonel J. (ialbvaitb . 

20 


518 

1 st Grenadiers, Bombay N . I. , LieutenanM 'olonel 
H, S, Anderson 

8 


(!o;j 

30th Regiment Bombay NM. (.lacob’s Rifles), 
(Vdoncl 'W. G. Main waring .... 

8 


.502 

No. 2 Comiiany KSappers and Miners, Lieutenant 
T. R. Heiin . 

j 

1 


45 


58 

.507 

J 

1,805 
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One month s supplies were to be taken, and reserve 
ammunition at the rate of* TOO rounds per gun and TOO 
rounds per rifle ; treasury, field liospital, and extra 
water-carriage, etc., also accompanied the column. 

I'hc march to the left bank of the Helmand was to 
be accomplished in seven stages, viz. : 

Number of 


1, l\obkarau . 


. . . 7 

2 . Asliikaii 


. 9 

Karoz-i-Ata 


. 20 

4. Kiislik-i-Nakhud 


, 10 

0 . Miss Karaz. 


. 8 

(), Yakkcbal . 


. 20 

7. llclinaud (left l>aiik) . 


. 0 

I’OTAK . 80 


On the 4th July the cavalry brigade under General 
Nuttall, accompanied by Colonel St. .lohn, moved out of 
Kandahar to Kohkaran. Brigadier-General Burrows’s 
head-quarters, with the infantry brigade, commissariat, 
hospital and ordnance stores, etc., left the Kandahar 
cantonments early in the morning of the 5th, and 
encamped at Kohkaran, while the t.‘avalry brigade left 
Kolikaran at the same time, and advanced to the camp 
at Ashikan, and throughout the march westward the 
cavalry always kept one day’s march ahead of the main 
column. 

On the 6th July Brigadier- General Nutbill with the 
cavalry marched some '20 miles to Ata Karez, and the 
inai?i body of the (iirishk force moved to Ashikan. 

Simultaneously with the move of (General Burrows’s 
brigade the news of Ayub’s adv^ance necessitated a 
forward movement of some of the reserve troops on 
the line of communications. J'he 9th and 24th Bombay 
Infantry w'ere pushed on with all possible speed to Sibi, 
and thence transported in 250 carts up the Bolan to 
Quetta, the Harnai route being impassable owing to 
floods. Meanwhile the 4th Bombay Infantry had been 
sent from Quetta t(j Kandahar, wdiere it amved on the 
JJJthJulj^ 

During this time Ayub Khan’s army had been 
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advancing towards Zainindawar, but it was difficult or 
even impossible, in the absence of any Jiiilitary organisa- 
tion for obtaining and sifting intelligence, for the British 
to obtain any reliable infonriatiou as to the cueiny’s 
movements. The Afghan advance was screened 1>y 
cavalry and tribesmen, tlirough whom it was impossible 
for spies to pass. It appears, however, that the Luinah 
with the advance cavalry, was at Washii- on the lOth 
.July, and that Ayub himself, w'ith the main body, was 
close behind. By the 14th the army was reporte(i to be 
at Eklang, 5.5 miles li’om the Hehnaud, and hordes of 
tribesmen from 'ririn, Derawat, and Zainindawar were 
coming in from all sides to swell the numbers in the 
Afghan camp. There were also additions from the 
Arghastan V'^alley, besides a number of l)ii ranis, both 
Achakzais and Nurzais, from either bank of the Kadauai 
River. 

Brigadier-General Burrovrs was at Ata Karez on the 
7th .July, the cavalry under Nuttall being on that day 
at Kushk-i-Nakhud. Thence advancing by Mis Karez 
and Yakchal, Brigadier-General Nuttall rcaclicd the 
banks of the Hclraand on the 1 0th, where he was 
joined by the main body on the following day. 'fhe 
whole column was encamped on an open plain on the 
near bank of the river, nearly opposite to (firishk. 'Fhe 
encamping ground w'as a good one for peace time, but 
untenable in the face of an advancing enemy, as it was 
within range of artillery and rifle fire from a dense wood 
on the opposite bank of the river. 

Here the force halted, as the Commander-in-Chiefs 
orders definitely forbade an advance across the Helmand, 
while the brigade was so entirely cn tair, and the 
advance of reinforcements was delayed, 'fhe Com- 
inissary-General found some difficulty in obtaining 
supplies, but grazing for the camels, horses, and ponies 
was abundant. 

Meanwhile the advance of Ayub Khan had a disas- 
trous effect upon the Wall’s troops with the British 
column. Immediately after the arrival of Brigadier- 
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(reneral Burrows’s force on the Helmand the Wall’s 
troops exliibited unmistakable signs of insubordination. 
One regiment was reported to be openly mutinous, and 
the rest were certainly tainted with a disloyal spirit. 
VV’hat ammunition there was witli them .should have 
been put out of their reach, and Colonel St. John 
advised the Wali to take measures to do so, but with- 
out success. One of tlie mrdars with his immediate 
followers, Alizais, had deserted to the enemy ; but he 
failed, for the present, to persuade the others to do so. 

St) matters continued until the 14th July, when, 
while the British force were striking their camp with 
the intention of taking up a stronger position further 
up the river, the cavalry brigade with the battery of 
horse artillery were ordered to hold themselves in readi- 
ness for immediate action, in consequence of signs of 
open mutiny in the ranks of the Wall’s f*)rce at (Tirishk. 

It ap])eared that in order to disarm his disaffected 
infantry, numbering 2,000, the Wali had ordered his 
force to retire from the neighbourhood of Sadat Kala, 
18 miles north -Avest of Girishk, on to the Helmand. 
On this order being issued, his infantry, with the excep- 
tion of the officers, deserted in a body Avith the guns 
to the enemy, taking with thon in accordance with a 
preconcerted arrangement the Avhole of the gun and 
small-arm ammunition. The Wall’s cavalrj' remained 
for the time faithful to their chief, and escorted the 
Wali and his treasure over to the Kandahar side of the 
river, Avhere he presented himself in (.’olonel St. John’s 
camp. But the cavalry then bettame equally mutinous 
and went off in the direction of Kandahar. 

On learning that the infantry had mutinied and 
were marching off w'ith the guns along the Herat road, 
Brigjidier-General BurroAvs ordered the following troops 
to cross the Helmand and pursue : 


Srcl Sind H<)rse . 

8rd llombfiv IJabl Cavalry 
E-B, R.H.A. " 

C()th Foot, 4 companies. 


47 

263 


810 sabres. 
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30th Bombay Infantry (Jacolfs Riflt's), 3 t^oinpanits. 

No. 2 Company, liomlMy Sfippors and Miners. 

I'he force then left to guard the camp was — 

66th Fool, 2 companies. 

1st Bombay Gmiadiers. 

30th Bombay Infantry, 5 conijianies. 

At 10 a.in. the Helmand was crossed by a difficult 
and dangerous ford, about 2 miles north-east of the 
first camping groimd and close to the new camp, 'fhe 
cavalry and horse artillery were pushed on at once 
under Brigadier-Cieneral Nuttall to gain touch with the 
mutineers, and hold them in che(;k until the ijifantry 
(*ould be brought up. The advance Avas, howe\'er, much 
delayed by the difficult nature of the ground whicli liad 
to be traversed ; it was cut up by numcj’ous wide and 
deep canals and nulafi, all of which could only be crossed 
by the guns by means of ramps cut in the banks. At 
length General Nuttall with the 3rd Sind Horse t;ame 
on the mutineers about <> miles from the new camp, 
and 12 from the point whence the brigade had started. 
Here he AA'as shortly afterwards joined by the 3rd fdglit 
Cavalry, escorting the guns, and awaited, about I.'JOO 
yards from the enemy’s position, the arrival of the 
infantry, who were required to clear sonic A'illages, 
enclosures, and water-courses which Avould have threat- 
ened his right flank had he advanced with lus cavalry. 
.i\fler three-quarters of an liour the enemy retired 
parallel with and close to the river ; and as (lencral 
Nuttall’s orders Avere to keep tlie enemy in cliecik, if 
possible, until he could be attacked by the united force, 
the cavalry were pushed on to within ,500 or 600 yards 
of the enemy, when the latter again faced round and 
opened fire A\nth their guns. 

Finding that the enemy had got the range, and that 
the cover w^as scarcely sufficient from their heavy^ and 
Well-directed fire, General Nuttall moved his cavalry 
a little further back under coA'^er of some undulating 
ground, and the Afghans, apparently construing this 
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movement into a retreat, fired more rapidly than ever. 
Aftei' about twenty minutes of this caimonading, and at 
about 1 p.rn., the horse artillery battery under Major 
Blackwood eatne into action against the enemy’s artillery 
at a range of 1 ,800 yards, but with only four guns, as 
the remaining t\ro guns, forming the left division of the 
battery under Ijicutenant H. Maclaine, were still behind 
labouring through the heavy ground. 

The w'ell -directed tire of Ma-jor Blackwood’s guns 
soon caused the enemy to fall back ; and Maclaine 
arriving shortly afterwards, took up a position on Major 
Blackwood’s left front, and about 200 yards in advance ; 
for about half an hour the artillery duel continued, at 
the end of which time the mutineers abandoned their 
guns. 

Brigadier-General Nuttall now received orders from 
General Burrows to move round to the left with lus 
cavalry and take the enemy’s guns ; he accordingly left 
a troop of Sind Horse with Ma,jor Blackwood’s battery, 
and, advancing with the remainder of his cavalry, took 
possession of the guns, wdiich had been abandoned by 
the gunners. 'I'lie cavalry Avere, however, received by 
a sliarp lire from a body of the enemy’s infantry posted 
on the slopes of the river-bank, in reply to which 
Brigadier-General Nuttall dismounted some of his men, 
and kept up a musketry fire on the mutineers until the 
guns came up. A few mounted men and many of the 
infantry of the enemy were now seen retreating over the 
enclosed country towards the villages and jungle which 
bordered the Helmand, whilst numbers of others still 
stood their ground under the lee of the banks. 

Accordingly the battery of horse artillery, which 
had now' advanced, came into action on the gardens and 
orchards into which the mutineers had fled, and covered 
the advance of the infantry, making good practice at 
batches of men streaming aw'ay through the ditches and 
lanes. This fire was continued until the mutineers W'ere 
completely scattered, when the battery took the captured 
guns and wagons back to camp. 
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The cavalry pursued as fer as possible and was 
successful in making the enemy abandon the whole of 
their baggage, but the difficulties of the ground pre- 
vented any more execution being effected on the 
Afghans. The troops at lengtli retired with the enemy’s 
camels, fifty-three in number, guns, and the baggage, 
including a quantity of small-arm ammunition, accoutre- 
ments, and supplies. 

The battery captured consisted of four 0-pr. smooth- 
bore guns, two 12-pr. howitzers, and three ammunition 
wagons ; the latter were, however, destroyed, as it was 
found impossible to move them, but tlie guns and 
howitzers w-ere brought safely into camp. 

'fhe mutiny of the VVali’s soldiery completely altered 
the position of General Rurrows on the Hehnand, Even 
previous to that event supplies for the troops had only 
been obtained with difficulty, and it was (certain that 
with the advance of Ayulj’s army the supply would lie 
entirely cut off. 'Die position fin the Helmand was, 
therefore, untenable were it only for want of supplies ; 
but a still more cogent joasoii for retiring was the fact 
that the Hehnand formed no barrier to the advance of 
tlie jVfghans ; it was now fordable everywhere, and 
General Rurrows, from his position opposite Girishk, 
could not prevent them from crossing cither above or 
below that place. Kushk-i-Nakhud appeared to be the 
most favourable place to occupy with a view to inter- 
cepting Ayub’s advance, and it was accordingly decided 
on the moming of the 15th July, after the matter had 
been discussed by the senior officers, to move back there. 
J'his decision on the part of General Ruriows was, 
under the circumstances, approved of by the C’om- 
mander-in-Chief, and is described as follows in General 
Primrose’s despatch ; 

“ General Burrows’s position had now' entirely 
changed. Instead of a loyal force under the Wali, with 
which he was to co-operate and prev'ent Ayub crossing 
the Hehnand, the Wall’s infantry and artillery had 
mutinied and gone ov'er to the enemy, and his cavalry. 
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except a very small number, had dispersed, while the 
Wali himself was a fugitive in ( Jencral Burrows’s camp. 
I’hc Hehnand was fordable everywhere, and behind was 
a desert of 25 miles. Add to this, the supplies he had 
expected to find at Cxirishk were not forthcoming. He 
tlierefore, acting on his own responsibility, determined 
to retire to Kushk-i-Nakhud, an important position, 
where supplies were plentiful, covering directly the road 
from Girishk to Kandahar, and indirectly the one from 
riaidarabad to the same, tv’d theMahnand and Maiwand 
Passes. 'I'his retirement under the circumstances was 
approved of by His Excellency the Ck>mmander-in- 
("hicf. 'Fhere was also an impression, and rumours 
current, that Ayub would not attempt a collision with 
our force, but would make his way north. Should he 
have attempted any such movemcTit, (Teneral Burrows 
was in a good position to pursue him and cut him off 
from the Hehnand.” 

Starting at 7 o’clock on the night of the 15th, the 
brigade made a forced march from opposite Girishk to 
Mis Karez, a distance of 26 miles, and reached the latter 
place on the following morning at 9, accompanied 
by all its baggage. Here a fair amount of bhum w'sis 
obtained, and grain was brought on from Girishk ; but 
owing to want of carriage the commissariat was obliged 
to abandon the gi-euter part of the grain obtained the 
previous day. After halting at Mis Karez on the Kith 
the brigade marcdied on the 17th July to Kushk-i- 
Nakhud, and encamped on the Kandahar side of the 
old fort. 

Meanwhile, on the receipt of news of the mutiny 
at Girishk, Cieneral Primro.se immediately requested 
Brigadier-tieneral J'hayre to hasten up the 28th and 
the remainder of the 4th Bombay Infantry, purposing, 
on the arrival of the former, to send it up to Kushk-i- 
Nakhud. 'Fwo 4()-prs. of the heavy battery were 
sent from the cantonments at Kandahar into the citadel, 
a measure which had a quieting effect on the city, 
excited and disturbed as it was by the news from the 
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north. The uneasy feeling, however, extended all along 
the line towards Chaman : but the (‘ontiniial march of 
reinforcements towards Kandahar tended to reassure 
the excited population. Tlie 9th and 24th Hombay 
Infantry were now up the Bolan, and Brigadier- 
General Phayre endeavoured to ])ush on the .Madras 
Cavalry towards Kandahar as (juiekly as possible 
without interfering with the transport of European 
troops. 

At this juncture Ciencral Primrose was asked if 
lie considered Kushk-i-Kakhud the most favourable 
position for covering Kandahar and striking a blow at 
Ayub should he cross the Helmand. 'Flie ('onimander- 
in-Chief desired General Primrose to faiour him wdth 
a full expression of liis view^s both as regarded the 
city and Ayub’s probable movements. The ofticer 
commanding at Kandahar was also asked his views 
regarding the total witlnlramil of troopa from Kalnt-i- 
Giiihai. Can mtittfaHory arrangement a he made for 
Uh being held by JVali or othei'tme ” General Primrose 
answered, on the 19tii July, as follows : 

“I'aking into consideration that the IJelmand is 
now fordable everywhere, it presents m) obstacle to the 
advance of Ayub at any point he chooses to cross it. 
Kushk-i-Nakhud is an important position covering 
roads leading from the Helmand to Kandahar ; wliilsi 
remaining on the Helmand. forage and grain could 
hardly be obtained, wdiereas they are plentiful at Kushk- 
i-Nakhud ; between tlie latter place and Girishk there 
is a desert 25 miles broad. 

“ General Bun-ows at Kushk-i-Nakhud is within fair 
supportable distance from Kandahar. The presence of 
a force there has the effect of keeping the people quiet. 
At present I am unable to obtain any definite intelli- 
gence of Ayub’s movements ; an impression is abroad 
that he wall not meet our troops in the open, but that 
if he crosses the river at all, he will do so to the north 
of Girishk, and perhaps make for tihazni for political 
reasons. As regards Kiindahar, great uneasiness prevails 
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in the city ; large nimibers of the families are leaving 
daily, fearing the approach of Ayub. 

“ There are, of course, a number of disaffected men 
in and about Kandahar ready for a disturbance if they 
get a cliance. I keep the city constantly patrolled, and 
hav'e placed the 40-prs. of 5-11, Royal Artillery, in the 
citadel, which has had the effect of quieting the minds 
of those peaceably disposed. 

“The units of reinforcements will probably arrive here; 

“ Detachment, 4th Native Tnfajitry, on 24th, 

“ Detachments, 28th Native Infantry, on 25th, 26th, 
and 27tl). 

“ Last detachment, 4th Native Infantry, on 28th. 

“ The 9th and 24th Native Inhmtry are now in the 
Rolan and will be in position probably on 24th and 
fiOth .luly. 

“The nth Foot are to come up the Rolan in cart- 
carriage, beginning by companies on 20th, and doing 
double stages to i)o/an. 

“ One wing will be concentrated at Quetta on 1st 
August, leave Quetta 3rd, and reach Kandahar about 
the 15th. 

“ 'fwo more companies will leave three days later, 
and last two will form escorts to F-2, Royal Artillery. 

“ l*revious to the present aspect of affairs I should 
have recommended the withdrawal of the Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai garrison ; but now 1 advise its retention. 
As regards the Wali holding the place, his power is 
nil throughout the country, and I know no other 
aiTangement.” 

On the 16th .luly the ever-increasing Afghan army 
was at Khoja Ahmad, about 30 miles from the Helmand, 
where the head-quarters were established for a few days 
in order to give more time for the distant tribesmen to 
come in. On the 17th the enemy’s cavalry reached 
Girishk, and three days later the main body was 
also on the banks of the Helmand; the guns and 
infantry were distributed through the villages south 
of Haidarabad. 
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On the 19th July General lliirrows shifted his camp 
to a site selected on tlie right bank of the Ivushk-i- 
Nakhud stream, about 3 miles from the former position. 
I'lie new selection, however, was not wholly favourable, 
as it was commanded by low lidges all rouiid, and no 
view could be obtained from it of the surrounding 
country. Some attempt was made to entrench the 
camp, but with only partial success ; the force was 
much impeded by the large numbers of transport 
animals and baggage ; these were crowded into a small 
enclosed garden, the cas alry and artillery horses being 
]-anged “ outside against one wall, and the infantry in 
line and guns at angles formed a boundary round them, 
very close-packed ; and the entrenchment consisted 
of a shelter trench thrown up by the Odtli llegi merit 
on their front, and a line of kit-bags in front of the 
rest, with camel pack-saddles filling any break in the 
circumvallation.”- (Major Currie’s reptrrt. ) 

On arrival at the new' camp a detachment of 42 men 
of the G6th Foot, under IJeutcnant G. de la A!. Faunce, 
were, at the suggestion of Captain Slade (attaclied to 
General Burrows’s staff us galloper), handed over to that 
oflicer to work the battery of smooth-bore guns which 
had been taken from the Wall’s troops. These men 
had been previously in.structed in gun drill and knew 
then work fairly w'ell. Captain Slade w'as placed in 
command of this new'ly organised battery, and Lieu- 
tenants T. F. T. Fowle, it.A., and (i. S. Jones, i{,a., of 
the Ordnance Park juid Transport respectively, were 
appointed to assist Slade, together with eight men from 
E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, 'fhe battery was further 
completed by the receipt of twelve of the Wali’s 
artilleiy horses and harness, etc., from Kandahar, w'hieh 
were despatched by General Primrose by forced mari-hes 
on the 21st July, escorted by 50 sabres of tlie 3rd 
Sind Horse, who were also to join Brigadier-General 
Burrows’s force. 

The troops of the brigade were at this time in 
excellent spirits, and supplies were being brought in 
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freely from the suTTOunding country notwithstanding 
its apparently unproduetire character, w'hich is thus 
<lescrihed by Mr. Griesbaf-.h, of the Geological Survey : 

“ For miles around all was more or less deseit 
{(Imht ) ; north of us, 15 or 1(5 miles away, suddenly 
rising from the stony plain, rise the spurs of the Shah 
Maksud and the Garmab hills. From these precipitous 
ranges the danhi slopes towai.’ds the Arghandab River, 
under an angle not exceeding 2' to 3 on an a>’erage. 
But this apparent level is intersected by several lcare:ieK 
and open streams, most of them dry at that season ; 
besides that several low swells in the ground, some of 
them of loose sand, interrupt what would otherwise be 
an even j^lacfs\ 

“ iVbout 4 miles nortli of our camp, a long low ridge, 
or gentle wave, stretched east and we.st, shutting out all 
view in that dii*ection. vVlong that ridge, therefore, we 
had to keep two patrols (cavalry), who could see over 
some miles of ground from the highest point along that 
line (a ruined fort). South of our camp, about 2 miles 
distant, was a gentle rise of sandhills. 'Fhere we 
had another cavalry patrol, who, if it had not always 
been too liazy, might almost have seen as far as 
the Arghandab River. West, about miles distant, 
was a low plateau, consi.sting of gravel, winch divided 
the Garmab-Arghandab glads, leav'ing on each side a 
comparatively narrow passage.” 

At Simla tlie probability of an attack on General 
Burrows by A yub does not ap})ear to have been appre- 
hended ; rather it was feJired that the latter would 
attempt to slip past Kandahar towards Ghazni, and 
General Primrose was repeatedly urged to strike a 
blow at Ayub befoi-e he could have an opportunity of 
adopting such a course. 

Meanwhile it was not until July 22nd that Ayub 
Khan made any sign of crossing the Helmand. On 
tliat date, however, some of his cavalry crossed at 
Haidarabad, feeling the way for a general advance of 
the main body, and one party came as far as Sangbar, 
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but returned again. From previous reports and subse- 
quent information Ayub's army, including tbe troops of 
the Wali Avhich liaci defected and joined him at Faraiu 
seems to have been composed of about 1,400 regular 
cavalr)^ 5,000 regular infantry, 1,500 irrcgulai- cavalry 
Iroin Ilerat {Kkavoaniu micam), ao guns, besides local 
contingents of tribesmen totalling abo\it 15,000.’ Intel- 
ligence, however, was by no means lull, and Colonel 
St. John, in whose hands the collection of information 
principally lay, was unable to give more, than the 
approximate numbers aiul probaljle position of the 
enemy. The daily caivalry reconnaissances ojily' visited 
the villages of (iarmab, Sangbar. and Ihind-i-Taimur, 
and failed to kce}) the General inibrmed of the enemy’s 
prol)able intentions. 

On the 231x1 .Inly the advanced cavalry of the enemy, 
under the Jjiimah Kluislulil Khan, for the iirst time came 
in contact with the llritish outposts. 

Upon information received by Colonel St. John the 
previous eveaving. Major Leach had bc;en directed to 
proceed, at 4.30 a.m., to Maiwand witli a s(juadron of 
the 3rd JJombay (hi*, airy, under Jaeutenant 'J\ P, 
tieoghegan, ami to Inirn the stores of grain vidiich were 
still lying in the fields, lyieutenant .1. Monteith of the 
Sind Horse, with the usual daily Sangbar patrol, 40 
sabres strong, had started half an hour before, and 
Leach was informed that he would probaldy meet the 
party of cavalry at Maiwand. 

Lieutenant Monteith, however, came on reconnoitring 
parties of the enemy’s cavalry at about 3 miles from 
camp, and having been compelled to retire for a sliort 
distance before superior numbei’s, he then dismounted 
his men and held his ground witli carbine fire until 
he could be supported. iMajor Leach heard the sound 
of firing shortly after leaving (‘amp. He accordingly 
halted the squadron which formed his escort and rode 
forward ; he then found Lieutenant Monteith in the 

' See Appendix: XVI 11. Tribe.sinen are therein (^alenlated at 20,000, 
hot this is probably exaggerated. 


Wl 
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presence of about 500 of the enemy’s regular horse. 
Major Ijcaeh immediately rode back to General Burrows 
to report, and Brigadier-General Nnttall was sent out 
with part of the cavalry brigade and Maclaine’s Division 
of K-B, Royal Horse Artillery. According to Mr. 
Giiesbach’s narrative the intention of General Burrows 
w’as that Monteitli should fall back gradually, drawing 
the enemy on, until they could have been attacked 
effectually by the whole cavalry force. Nuttall’s 
advance, however, had the effect of causing the Afghan 
reconnaissance to retire at once, on which the enemy 
were pursued for some distance, but without any 
appreciable result. 

Tw o days later, on the 25th July, as the daily patrol 
was approaching Sangbar, a number of the enemy’s 
cavalry sallied out and pursued the advanced party of 
the patrol, 'fhe horses of the Sind cavalry w^ere worn 
out by overw'ork, in consequence of which tw'o of the 
sowars, notwithstanding that they had a good start of 
their pursuers, were overtaken and cut down. 

'I'he same day a reconnaissance under Ueutenant 
E. D. N. Smith, 3rd Sind Horse, wdiich proceeded to 
the neighbourhood of Maiwand, elicited the informa- 
tion that the enemy’s patrols had reached Garmab, 
7 miles from Maiwand, and that Ayub was expected 
at Sangbar the next day and at Maiwand on the 
27th. 

On the 26tli Jxily Colonel St. John was informed 
that the Malmand Pass was clear of the enemy, but, 
later on the same day, news w'as brought that Maiwand 
was occupied by a body of ghazu from 200 to 300 
strong ; it was also reported that Garmab was held 
in force by the enemy’s cavalry. In order, therefore, to 
intercept Ayub Khan’s further advance Brigadier- 
General Burrows determined to seize Maiwand before it 
could be reached by the main body of the enemy. He 
Wits influenced in coming to this decision by the belief 
that the cavalry at Garmab w'ere the Luinaf/s men 
only, wdio were known to be acting independently 
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of Ayub Khan’s main force. Tliis belief was shared by 
Colonel St. John, who urged (ieneral Hiirrows to move 
at once to Maiwand and to eject the ghazh before they 
could receive support from either Sangbar or Garniab ; 
in tact, the whole of the information received by the 
(ieneral led him to conclude that, if he moved upon 
Maiwand within the next 24 hours, he would, in all 
probability, anticipate the main body of Ayub’s army 
by at least a day.' 

Orders were issued accordingly, and at 4.:J() on the 
following morning, the 27th July, the force paraded for 
the advance to Maiwand. 

The column was encumbered by a \'ery large 
(juantity (>f ordnance and commissariat stores and 
baggage, a disadvantage which was unavoidable, for the 
hostile state of the country rendered it impossible to 
leave anything behind in safety, and the forc^e under 
Ilrigadier-General Burrows was too weak to admit 
of his detaching from it an ellicient guai-d for these 
stores. 

Before daybreak Lieutenant J’. P. (ieoghegan, 
3rd Bombay l^ight Cavalry, was sent out with fifty 
sabres of his regiment, to act as an outlying picquet 
while the baggage was being loaded, and, when the 
bi-igtide began to move, to form the advance party. 

About the same time, or rather earlier, Lieutenant 
A, M. Monteith with fifty sabi-es of the Sind Horse was 
also sent out for picquet duty on a hill, 3 miles north of 
the camp, at Kushk-i-Nakhud. From this commanding 
j)osition all the appi’oaches from the direction of Sangbar 
and Maiwand could be clearly obserxed for several 
miles, Ijieutenant Monteith was oi-dercd to maintain 
this position until the British force in its advance should 
arrive in line with him, when he was to advance as the 
left flanking party to the column. 

' All reports appear to have been inaccurate in topography if not 
in other details ; the military recoiinais.san**es reported ChTrinah as 
heinjf ten miles from Maiwand, whilst Colonel St. John’s civil agents said 
five miles. 
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CoyrifmiUon mid Sirength of the British Force at the 
Battle of Mammul. 
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hraith .... 

! 

10 

497 

.510 

i 





Nativv., 

1 St Bom bay In fai itry 

(( irenudiers), Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Anderson . 

7 


rw 

i 

15 

620 

641 



Bombay Infantry 
(Jacob’s Rides), (’olonel 
Main waring*. 

i 8 

!_ 

... 

8 

14 

603 

617 




15 

... 

15 

29 

1,220 

1,258 

... 

... 

Sapp(*.rs and Mirwra. 

No. 2 Company, Bombay 
Sappers, Lieutenant 

Henii, R.K. . 

i 1 

3 

3 

1 

41 

42 



Guam) Totai, 

1 

! r>2 

1 

j 

r>82 

734 

51 

1,814 

1,865 

749 

1 

12 
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Abiftrmt. 





Men. 

llorsoft. 

Guns. 

C avalry 

570 

55« 

• « > 

Artillery ...... 

\W 

101 

12 

British Infantry .... 

510 

... 


Native Infantry .... 

1 

. .. 

... 

Sappers 

45 


... 

Total, all ranks, incluflhifj^ B4 sick . 

2,51)0 

740 

12 


The main body of the adv-^ancc guard, consisting of 
the 1st Squadron of the 3rd Light ('avalry, under 
Captain Mayne, marched half a mile belnnd Tiientcnant 
Geoghegan, accompanied by the left division (two guns) 
of E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, under Lieutenant 
Maclaine, These were followed, alter an interval of 
500 yards, by the eavnlry brigade staff, the remaining 
two squadrons of the 3rd liight Cav^alry, and Major 
Blackwood with liieutenant Fowell’s (the rigl)t) division 
ofi:-B. 

About 100 yards in rear of the guns was the infantry, 
in line of columns at deploying distances, the (UJth and 
the 30th Bombay on the right, tlie 1st Bombay 
Grenadiers on the left, A\’ith No. 2 Company of Sappers 
and the smooth-bore battery in the centre. 

The whole of the baggage was on tht; extreme right 
of the line, numbering over 2,000 animals, and rendering 
the progress of the column very slow% besides absorbing 
in guards 209 of the small infantry force. 

'fhe rear guard was composed of 1 jieutenant Osborne’s 
centre division of E-B, Royal Horse Artillery (two guns), 
escorted by a squadron of ninety-six sabres, 3rd Sind 
Horse, under Lieutenant E. V'. P. Monteith, and it was 
commanded by Colonel Maleolmson, 3rd Sind Horse. 
On the right was a flanking party consisting of Lieu- 
tenant Smith’s troop (fifty sabres), 3rd Sind Horse; 
and on the left, as has been seen, was a similar troop of 
the same corps under Lieutenant A. M, Monteith. 

It was not until 7 a.m. that the column moved off 
the camping ground. When the advanced party had 
proceeded about 6 miles. Lieutenant Geoghegan heard 
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seven or eight shots in the direction of Maiwand ; he 
reported tliis at once by letter to Brigadier-General 
Nuttall and received the following answer: “Proceed 
cautiously, as Maiw'aiid is supposed to be occupied by a 
small force of cavalry and Shortly afterwards 

Ijieutenant Geoghegan saw horsemen, in twos or threes, 
proceeding across the left front in an oblique direction 
about two miles away, tow^ards Maiwand ; this circum- 
stance also he reported to his commanding officer. 

Meantime the infantry brigade was advancing slowly, 
with occasional halts to enable the animals with the 
baggage to close up. 

During the second of these halts, from 8.30 to 9.15 
a.m., near the village of Mushak, about 5 miles from 
camp, Major BlackAvood watei*ed the horses of his 
battery. 

'I’he country here is for miles and miles almost flat, 
but for the occasional gentle undulations caused by the 
watersheds of the dry ravines and water-courses. From 
about a mile beyond Mushak, the ancient mound or 
ruined fort of Alaiwaud could easily be seen, as well as 
the gradual rise or glacis which divides the Maiwand 
from the Crarmab Adllages. 

About 10 a.m., when nearly midway between 
Mushak and Karez-ak, the column was halted for 
the third time ; here a spy, who had arrived the same 
morning from Sangbar at the late camp at Kushk-i- 
Nakhud, overtook the column, and cojumunicated with 
Colonel St. .John, who then for the first time gave 
General Burrows certain information that Ayub’s troops 
were occupying MaiAvand in force. 

The Brigadier, on learning this, decided that it was 
too late to go back and that the advance must continue. 

Meanwhile, when the brigade halted, Lieutenant 
Geoghegan reported that he saw large masses of troops 
moving on the left front. Simultaneously a report was 
received by Major Hogg, the Cavalry IJrigade-Major, 
from 1 aeutenant A. JVI. Monteith to the same effect, 
Brigadier-General Buitows thereupon sent Major Hogg 



503 


MAJOR HOGG RECONNOITRES 

forward to reconnoitre. Major Hogg I'ode forward 
about 800 yards beyond the most advancted sf;outs, and 
ascertained that about three-quarters of a mile beyond 
where he was standing there was a body of liorscmeu, 
whom he judged to be about 000 or 800 strong. i\t 
first they had apparently not caught sight of Hurrows’s 
column, the scouting on their right flank having most 
likely been neglected ; but all of a sudden, as Major 
Hogg was watching them, he observed a change in their 
direction, and they inclined to their left, aAvay from the 
British column in a northerly direction towards Garmab, 
leaving scouts to watch the movements of their adver- 
saries. 

Major Hogg could discover no infantry or guns, the 
configuration of the ground preventing him from seeing 
any great distance. 

He returned to Brigadier-General Burrow's after an 
absence of about ten minutes to report the residt of his 
reconnaissance, and found on rejoining that the head- 
quarters staff had accompanied (Generals Burrow's and 
Nuttall, with Colonel St. .John and the AVali, to recon- 
noitre from a small hill, w'here Ideiitenant Geoghegan 
was halted, which commanded a view o^'cr the 
surrounding country, 'fhe morning was very hazy, 
and it w'as difficult to judge of distant objects with 
accuracy, but large bodies of Afghans could be descried 
about four or five miles off, while squadrons of tlie 
enemy’s cavalry were visible coming forw'ard over some 
rising ground about two and a half miles aliead. 

The infonnation of the spy, and the forces now 
distinctly visible in dark masses on the open plain 
that extended between Mandabad (Mahmudabad) and 
Garmab, left no doubt but that Ayub’s main body 
was passing across the front, had already occupied 
Maiwand, and intended to seize tlie pass, and with it 
the shortest line to Kandahai*. 

Brigadier-General Burrows without hesitation de- 
termined to attack the enemy at once. The “ advance ” 
was again sounded, and the brigade moved forw'ard, 
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while the scouting parties and flankers were ordered to 
close in on the column, whose march was now’^ inclined 
slightly towards the left. As the British advanced 
the Afghan cavalry fell hack, and nothing was as yet 
seen of the force winch occupied Maiwand. 

The column w'as moving up the right bank of the 
broad Kushk-i-Nakl)ud ravine, and about a mile to 
its left front at this juncture lay the village of Manda- 
bad, and immediately beyond it was a deep nala. When 
within a quarter of a mile of the former Major Black- 
wood was ordered to clear it if held by the enemy, and 
escorted by Captain Mayne’s squadron he inspected the 
ground in front, and then sent W'ord for the right 
division of his battery mider Lieutenant N. 1*. Fowell 
to trot after him, ]ea\'ing Lieutenant IVlaclaine W'ith 
his two guns waiting for orders. At the same time 
ideutenant (ileoghegan was also ordered to lead his 
squadron to Manclabad to cover the baggage, and on 
arriving there lie was asked by Major Jllackwood to 
reconnoitre the village and some enclosures just beyond 
it, as tlic latter did not think it sate to advance his guns 
further if it was occupied, Ideutenant Geoghegan 
complied wnth this request, and, finding the village 
empty, he halted his squadron at the further side of 
its enclosures for a few' minutes. 

The exact sequence of the incidents which followed 
and tlie precise time of their occurrence cannot be 
ascertaineii with accuracy, and protracted enquiries 
into and discussion of these points have not resulted 
in any satisfactory elucidation of the disputed questions. 
'Fhe main facts are, however, tolerably clear. On 
finding from liieutcnant Geoghegan’s reconnaissance 
that tlie village of Mandabad was unoccupied. Major 
Blackw'ood ad\'anced across the beyond, follow'ed 
by 1 deutenant FoAvell w'ith his twD guns, while at the 
same moment Ideutenant Maclaine vith two more guns 
crossed the nala and advanced towards the left front ; 
in fact the usual parade movement of “ cavalry and 
artillery to the front ” was executed. 




London i John Mtirr^. 





505 


THE INFiVNTRY ADVANCE 

Lieutenant Maclaine advanced at a gallop, and 
moving further to the front and left flank thaii was 
considered advisable, a message Avas sent to recall him. 
Before its receipt, however, his guns, as well as those 
of Lieutenant Fowell, had come into action against a 
crowd of hostile horsemen, Avho bore down on the left 
front as the guns advaiuted. A round or tAvo from the 
artillery quic*kly caused tliese advanced bodies to with- 
draw, and Maclaine then fell back upon the cavalry on 
the left of the line, in accordance witli his instriu’tions. 

The infantry t;hanged front thrcc-(piai-t,ers left wheii 
the artillery became engaged, and advanccal to the erlge 
of the nala, and then crossed immediatel\’ in rear of tlie 
right division of E-B. 

At the same time the guns of the centre division 
K-B under Lieutenant E. (I. Osborne Averc ordered to 
the front, and Avcnt fovAvard across tlie ii.a/n to join 
Blackwood, followed by Slade’s smooth-bore b.itteiy ; 
the former, by order of Major Blackwood, were brought 
into action to the right of FoavcU’s division, while the 
sfrajotli-bore battery Avas directed to take up a position 
somewhat to the left rear of the horse artillery, where 
C’aptain Slade at once opened fire on the encany at 
about 1,800 yards. 

Meantime the infantry cohimns mo\ed atiross the 
ravine, and after ascending tlie sloj^e on the opposite 
side A\’^ere halted, deployed to the left, and as they 
came up advanced a shoi't distanee in line under the 
immediate supervision of (General Buitoavs. 

As they advanced, Colonel A\ . (L Main waring, of 
the 30th Bombay Infantry, detached his left wing of 
four companies under Major ,1. S. Iredell to follow 
as a reserA'^e fi’om 200 to 300 yards in rear of the 
centre. 

By this time Maclaine’s guns had rejoined Black- 
wood’s battery from tlieir former advanced and isolated 
ptisition, and the whole of E-B battery A\'as now formed 
in echelon of divisions from the left, AAOth the 6-pr. 
battery on the left of all ; Captain M. Mayne Avith his 
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squadron of Bombay Light Cavaliy was on the right 
flank, Tiieutenant A. M. Monteith on the left flank of 
Maclaine’s guns, and a troop each of the 3rd Sind 
Horse and of the 3rd Light Cavalry were in rear of 
the centre of the battery. 'I’he smooth-bores were 
escorted by Lieutenant J. H. E. Reid ’s troop 3rd Bombay 
Cavalry. 

At some distance in rear the infantiy were in line 
lying down, the 1st Bombay (irenadiei’s on the left, 
the 30tli Bombay Infantry in the centre, and the 66th 
Foot on the right ; the left wi?ig of the 3()th Bombay 
Infantry, with the Sappers in support, some 200 yards 
to the rear. 

In rear was the baggage, partly in the nala (where 
also the field hospital was established), some yet re- 
maining in the village of Mandabad, and a portion 
following up the infantry across the tiala wHith the 
reserve of ammunition escorted by the baggage guard 
under Major J. Ready, 66th Foot. The enemy’s 
artillery was now in action, and crowds of Afghan 
tribesmen were on the right of Burrows’s brigade, whilst 
swarms of irregular and Herat! horsemen circled round 
on the left flank, threatening the rear guard. 

Such seems to have been the first phase in the 
action, at about 10.50 a.m. 

Meantime Ayub’s commanders were apparently 
emboldened at finding the British line brought to a 
standstill, and had wheeled their regular infantry into 
line to their right, whilst they hurried up more of their 
guns from the rear, and brought them successively into 
action. Commencing their fire on their right, from 
nearly opposite where Maclaine’s guns had first been 
posted, they pushed their other guns forward on their 
left, taking advantage of a shallow nala which afforded 
.some co^ er, and a heavy artillery duel was sustained on 
both sides with A'igour. 

The British infantry line now advanced some 500 
yards, suid was aligned in some degree with the guns. 
The right wing of the 30th Bombay Inhuitry and the 
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66th were to the light of Osborne’s guns ; two com- 
panies of the former regiment were between Osborne 
and Fowell ; the company of sappers on FowelTs left ; 
then Maclaine’s diA'ision, the Bombay Grenadiers and 
smooth-bore guns ; and finally two detached companies 
of the 30th Bombay Infantry under liieutenant D. 
Cole. 

The cavalry occupied about the same relative 
position as before. It was impossible to witlidraw 
them under cover or out of range of the Afghan guns, 
owing to the necessity of demonstrating continuously 
against the swarming Afghan horsemen who threatened 
the left rear and baggage. Meanwhile the tire was 
kept up with increasing vigour on the partofAyub’s 
artillery, which far outnumbered the two English 
batteries. 

At about 12.15 two of the smooth-bore guns under 
liieutenant G. S. .Jones were shifted to the right of the 
66th, where the enemy’s attack liad developed, and 
opened fire at 2,000 yards on parties of the enemy 
who were advancing from the direction of Maiwand. 
About the same time Captain Slade directed liieutenant 
T, F. T. Fowle with the two 12-pr. howitzers to 
open fire from the left of the 30th Bombay Inftintry, 
whose flank in this direction was quite unsupported. 
From this position the howitzers were able to throw 
shell amongst the enemy’s horsemen, who were in 
large numbers, which had the effect of temporarily 
checking the enemy’s advance in this direction. 
Brigadier-General Nuttall himself was in this part of 
the field, and by his orders some of the sowju-s of 
lleid’s troop dismounted and fired on the enemy’s 
cavalry, assisted by Lieutenant A. M. Monteith’s 
Sind Horse, which had formed the escort of Maclaine’s 
guns. The other guns of the smooth-bore battery 
remained in their original position under lieutenant 
Faunce of the 66th. 

I’he cavalry on the left had meanwhile been rein- 
forced by 50 sabres of the 3rd Sind Horse under 
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Tjieutenant E. D. N. Smith, which were brought from 
their former position on tlie right ; and they were thus 
able to prevent the enemy from establishing themselves 
in rear of Burrows's infantry ; l)ut although reinforced 
Nuttall was not strong enough to prevent the more 
extended hostile flanking movements, and after some 
time the British were fighting against an enemy whose 
front overlapped their flanks so completely that the 
line, with its flanks thrown back, almost resembled a 
horse-shoe. Moreover, the rear guard and baggage 
guard were now engaged ^^’ith the enemy, who had 
threatened them ever since the first liotir of the battle. 

“ The enemy (says Fowlc) “ for some time made 
no direct advance on our position that I could 
see, but kept pouring men round both our flanks in 
some loose sort of skirmishing order. I'hey also got 
guns on our flanks and enfiladed us. Also, tjiking 
advantage t)f the nuhi which I’an from beliind our 
position to the fiont of theirs, they afterwards brought 
up guns to within 700 yards, and a number of riflemen 
with them, who kept up a hot fire on us. 

“ Their artillery was extremely well served ; their 
guns took ours in flank as well as directly, and their 
lire was concentrated. We were completely out- 
matched, and although we continued to fire steadily, 
our guns seemed cpiite unable to silence theirs. Their 
six Armstrong guns threw heavier shell than ours, 
and their smooth-bore guns had great range and 
accuracy, and <aiused great damage, especially among 
our horses and limbers, which were totally without 
cover. 'I'hey continued to advance, overlapping us 
on both flanks.” 

At or about 1.30 p.rn. the guns of the smooth-bore 
battery were again massed on the left centre, and re- 
mained in action there until all their ammunition was 
expended, when, as it was impossible to get any more 
up from the rear. Captain Slade ordered them to retire, 
and to get what was left, and then to come again into 
atrt;ion on the left flank as quickly as possible. 
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On the retirement of the sniooth-hore buttery, 
Captoin Slade reported himself to Major Klaekwood. 
'fhe latter had been badly Avounded in tlic thigh, and 
directed Slade to take charge of Fj-B wliilst he got his 
wound dressed ; very shortly afterwards I aeutenaut 
Fow'ell, who althougli severely wounded had until now 
remained with his guns, was peremptorily ordered to 
tlie rear by (Captain Slade. 'I'lie latter then worked 
the guns of the right division which Avei’e in the centre 
of the battery. Blackwood, after having Iiis wound 
bound up, returned to the fighting lino. Imt, being 
unable to mount his horse and take command of his 
battery, he remained with the 60th, assisting Colonel 
Galbraith to sight the men’s rifles, and he was last 
seen, when the retreat began, retiring with Coloiud 
Galbraith and the 66th. 

Hitherto the principal fire of* tlie enemy bad been 
that of three Armstrongs and f'our 9-prs. in the centre, 
with two li-prs. and six field guns on the left, the 
3-prs. and Armstrongs doing most execution among 
the horses of the British artillery and cax alr}'. ;\.s yet 
the infantry, who had been lying <lown. had not suffered 
much ; but now the enemy, under cover of the small 
nala, pushed up four 9-pr. guns to within 700 yards, 
another similar battery a little later got w ithin 500 yards, 
and at last two *3-pr. mountain guns were planted 
directly opposite the centre of the British line wdihin 
500 yards. At the same time the regular Kabuli luid 
llerati infantry advanced in successive lines, taking 
adA^^antage of the cov'^er afforded by the ground, and 
crowds oi giuizis planted tlieir standards Avithin 700 yards 
of the 66th, and poured doAvn the branches of the 
ravine into the main nala near Khig, The whole of 
the British infantry was soon engaged in kecpijig up 
a steady fire on the masses of the eneniy, 'I'he (Kftli 
opened fire first, directing their volleys at tlie gun 
detachments and bodies of the infantry rao\ ing along 
their front. Major BlackAvood giving the ranges. 'J'heir 
fire was excellently directed, and must have told 
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heavily on the dense masses of the enemy. As the 
glumn advanced within nearer range, the . w'hole line 
of the 0(5th met them with volleys fired by com- 
panies, each company lying down again after firing, 
and taking advantage of such cover as the ground 
aftbrded. 

VVlien tlie smooth-bores were sent to the rear 
to obtain ammunition, the aspect of affairs became 
very critical, although all the regiments and corps 
were yet standing firm. The turning movements of 
the enemy on both flanks had now been thoroughly 
deA'eloped, and although the cavalry prevented the 
enemy from pressing on to the immediate rear of the 
fighting line, llurrows’s force was practically surrounded. 
At this moment a body of ghazis, who had hitherto 
kept at a respectful distance, were seen to be press- 
ing boldly towards the right rear of the line. Under 
instructions from Hrigadier-Cleneral Nuttall, Major 
G. C. Hogg ordered a charge by the cav’^ahy detach- 
ments on that flank; but the men did not readily 
respond, and before the charge could be delivered a 
further order to halt w'as received from Brigadier- 
Genei-al Nuttall. 'J’hc enemy appeared to gain con- 
fidence when they saw the cavalry halt, and continued 
to press on, whereupon our men, eotifused by counter- 
orders and being without cohesion owing to their 
division into small parties of different regiments, retired 
hastily, and in some confusion till they got in rear 
of the centre of the line, W'^hen they pulled up and 
re-formed. 

Whilst the 66th were meantime doing great execu- 
tion on the right, the 30th Bombay Infantry, next to 
them, were also hotly engaged. As the enemy was 
now coming on in strength, and was w^ell within rifle 
range, fire was opened along the whole line with 
admirable effect, and, says Colonel Mainwaring, “1 
w’as twdce enabled to give the order to cease firing, 
consequent on the enemy having been driven back.” 

Before the musketry fire began. Captain H. F. 
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Smith, the Adjutant of the regiment, who was in rear 
of the centre, had been killed by a shell. 

On the left the Bombay Grenadiers, with their left 
wing in alignment w-ith tlie two detached companies 
of the 30th Bombay Infantry and the right company 
somewhat throwm back, were busy firing. 

The sappers were also hotly engaged, firing into the 
regulars of Ayub’s army wdienevcr they were visible 
directly opposite to them. 

“At first,” says Lieutenant-Colonel C. .VI. Griflith, 
“ volleys were fired by companies, but after a few 
rounds, such Avas the din that words of connnand could 
not be heard, and independent firing was carried on 
along the whole line.” 'riiis fire at once checked the 
advance of the enemy and did much execution in their 
ranks, l)ut their numbers were so gi*eat that they were 
able to press on, and in time quite outflanked the 
Grenadiers. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Ciriffith continues : “ About 

1.30 p.m., being on the right of the Grenadiers, nejir 
two Royal Horse Artillery guns commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Maclaine, I saw tlie enemy bring up a battery 
of artillery and place them in a ravine about 500 yards 
to my right front. With these guns were a regiment 
of regular infantry imd numberless ghazis. I threw 
back the right company of my wing so as to bring a 
direct fire on the guns and infantry ; but the cover they 
W'ere under was so good that they did not sustain much 
loss, until some time after they made an advarice and 
appeared in the open. Our fire was very heavy and 
accurate, and more than once the enemy retired into 
the nala again, and would not face us.” 

“The critical moment was not far distant,” says 
Major Leach. “ Under cover of the sheltering banks, 
tw^o 6-prs. (3-prs. ?) had been brought to bear upon our 
line at a distance of less than 500 yards, and alranst 
enfiladed it. Hidden breast-high, the men serving 
them were distinctly visible ; but notwithstanding a fire 
opened upon them by the left company of the OCth, and 
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tlie efforts of our guns, tl»e Afghans held their ground, 
and our losses became serious.” 

The (>r»th, 30tli Bombay Infantry, and tlie sappers 
were all more or less covered by shallow depressions, 
or rather folds, in tlie ground ; whilst the Bombay 
(irenadiers and the two detached companies of the 
30th Bombay were much exposed, and their loss was 
proportionately heavier, liieutenant Cole, the only 
British officer with these last-named companies, was 
killed very early in the day, and the only three native 
oificers were severely wounded ; tlie smooth-bore guns 
also, which had been hitherto on the flank and rear 
of these two companies, had retired, as before noticed, 
for ammunition, the effect of which on the native 
ti'oops, though it was not evident at once, was fatal, 
'riiis must have been, according to licach, at about 1,30 
or 2 p.ni. 

Finding our artillery lire slackening, the Afghan 
centre puslied forward up the near bank of the ravine. 
'Fhe (Trcnadiers fired steadily enough, but their con- 
fidence was shaken, and the numiiers of the wounded 
were rapidly increasing. 

Meantime the baggage guard had been actively 
engaged from tlie first. It consisted of one company 
(>6th Foot, under Captain J. Quarry, one company 
of the Bombay (irenadicrs, under Uieutenant C. G. 
Whitby, and one of .Jacob’s Rifles (3()th Bomba}'^ 
Infantry), under Lieutenant M. B. Salmon, with a 
treasure guard of Grenadiei’s and a commissariat guard 
of .Jacob’s Rifles, I>icutenant Whitby acting as baggage- 
master. 'Fhe baggage was, as before mentioned, partly 
in the nala and a portion of it on the sheltered slope. 
As soon as Major Ready, of the 66th, who commanded 
the whole, found that the enemy’s cavalry were 
threatening his left flank, he extended Captain Quarry’s 
company in this direction, continuing this line of skir- 
mishers with half the company of Grenadiers ; he also 
made a similar disposition on the right front with the 
rest of the Grenadiers iuid the company of Jacob’s 
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Rifles. 'I'he effect of the well-direc-tt'd fire of these 
troops was to keep the enemy x^t a distanx'o for xi con- 
siderable time. A number of the Afjnflixms, horse and 
foot, made repexited xittempts to push dowxi tlie naUi 
whicii ran from the enemy's left : but they wei'e met 
here by l./ieuteniint R. E. 'F. Brxiy witli a party of the 
()(»th, who were posted on the left bank of the nala, xind 
were prevented from getting round to the rear. In 
the course of the morning tlie camels v^ere withdrawn 
a little from the nala, to avoid the emany's xirtillcry 
fire; but the xnain body of the biiggxige guard held 
their ground until xitter 3 p.m., when tlie retrexit of the 
fighting line became generxvl. 

An iittempt was then mxide to witJidraw the bxiggxige. 
Ciiptain Quarry’s company retired in skirmishing order, 
covering the retreat, and joined Lieutenant Bray’s party 
on the biuik of the tada ; sonu; (Irenxidiers xmd men of 
the 3()th Bombfiy Intanti'y also joineil tliis line, xmd the 
Subadar-Mxijor of .Ixieob’s Rifles, who wxis with tliem, 
did good service. Lieutenant (1. 1>. Melliss, Odth, 
the Tran.sport Ofliecr, joined the baggage guxud, and 
rendered great xissistanee. But the nien were xill gi’oxvtly 
exhausted from wxint of food and the excessive heat 
of the diiy, xmd Major Ready wxis soon compelled to 
abxindon the camp equipxigc xmd stores and to retrexit, 
carrying the wounded on tlie baggage animals. 

Meanwhile the brittle had been fiercely contested by 
the firing line. Between 2 xmd 3 p.m. the fire from 
the enemy’s guns began to slacken, and (icneral Burrows 
hoped that their ammunition was beginning to run 
short ; but it soon appeared that the cessation was 
merely to xulmit of the ffhazift making a direct ad\ ance 
on the British centre. 

Tliey came rapidly on. Up to tins time the 
casualties amongst the British infantry hxul not been 
numerous ; the men were firing steadily, the 9-prs. were 
sweeping the ground with case-shot, and the (ieneral 
felt confident as to the result. This time, however, 
the fire of guns and infantry, murderous though it 

33 
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was, failed to check the determined onslaught of the 
^hazis. 

Of the se(juence of events at this critical juncture 
there must ever be a. doubt, but of the main facts there 
is little difference of opinion. Had the infantry line 
stood firm, the charge must have failed ; but without 
w'aiting for the enemy to close, the two detached com- 
panies of Jacob’s Rifles, which had suffered so severely 
throughout the day, suddenly gave way, and w'ere fol- 
lowed almost immediately afterwards by the Grenadiers. 

'J’he men of the latter regiment, rising to their feet, 
attempted to form square on the left; but in the con- 
fusion of the moment the attempt failed, and the small 
muriber of officers were powerless to steady their men. 

“ /Vt this moitient,” reports Brigadier- General Bur- 
rows, “the infantry gave way, and, commencing on 
the left, rolled uj) on the 00th, forming a helpless crow'd 
of panic-stricken men.” The ghazis closed on them, 
and foi’ a little space bayoneted and shot them without 
resistaru'e. It was an appalling sight. The effect of 
the fighting line giving way on the followers and others 
with the camp baggage, hospitals, etc., in rear, was to 
cause an immediate panic. Surgeon-Major Preston, of 
the tJfith, who had just been severely wounded, thus 
describes it : 

“ After my wound had been attended to, I w'as lying 
quietly in my doolie, imagining that all Avas going on 
M'ell as regaixled the day, the idea of our losing it ncA'er 
entering my thoughts, when all of a sudden my doolie- 
bearers took up the doolie and commenced running off 
with me as fast as they could go, shouting as they ran 
along that the ^huztn were on us. I raised the curtain 
of the doolie and looked out, and, to my gi*eat surprise, 
saw a regular stampede, fiien and animals making off 
as hard as they could, all in utter confusion — no order 
of any kind, l)ut everybody evidently bent on doing the 
utmo,st to save his own life and get out of the way of 
danger as fast and as best he coiild. With this object 
all the loads had been throM'n off’ from the baggage 
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animals, which were at once appropriated for riding 
purposes. The ground all about was, in consequence, 
covered with camp e(]uipage, boxes of amiminition and 
treasure, mess stores, wine, etc. 

“My doolie-bearers had not carried me far l)efore 
they deserted me to a man, and after two otlier modes 
of conveyance in whicii I had been placed tliat after- 
noon had failed, I was finally taken up by a horse 
artillery wagon. All this time the stampede had been 
going on, and men (white and black), horses, camels, 
bullocks, etc., passed me in endless conlusion.” 

“ Sudden as had been the panic among the (frcna- 
diei’s,” wrote Major Leach, “they were still standing, 
apparently irresolute, but so closely packed that defence 
was hopeless. I question wliether bayonets were fixed ; 
and if they w^erc, they were little \jsed. 'I’he mass of 
ineu must have been ten deep, and Hushed with success 
a rush was made upon its rear by the advancing bodies 
of the enemy. , . . Up to the last the Cfrenadiers had 
certainly behaved well, and the Afghans themselves 
admit that the Heratis on their right centre twice fell 
back. The sepoys seemed to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Anderson, who commanded the Grenadiers, to be com- 
pletely exhausted from want of food and water ; and 
although every endeavour was made by laeutenant- 
Colonel Anderson and his officers to rally the men and 
to form square, they were by this time in a great 
measure out of hand, and tlie oflicers could only get 
the sepoys to form a sort of V^, whilst several of the 
enemy’s foot and horsemen, who had got in their rear, 
were bayoneted. At this juncture l.<ieutenant-Colonei 
Anderson' was hit by the pieces of a shell in six places, 

* ilavildar Ganda Sin^ aud four privates put Lieutenaut-Golouel Anderson 
in a doolie aud carried birn acros>s the naliiy where KessaltJar Dliokal 
^Jrd Bombay Light Cavalry (the ssanie native offitjer who liad saved Sir K\ dyii 
Wood’s life ill 1857-*'>0)^ placed the wounded Lieutenant-Colonel on a pony 
and escorted him to a gun-limber of E-B, on which he was carried from 
tile field. 

llie 1st Grenadiers had lost from 100 to 150 men killed and wounded in 
the fighting line before they gave way. Four native officers and 55 men 
were brought on to Kandahar wounded, hut no man who was dangerously 
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and the eoiTUTiand devolved on Lieutenant-Colonel 
(Jrifliith. Tlie inf'antvy then continued retiring without 
formation.” 

Colonel Mainwaring, 6()th Hoinbay Infantry, states — 

“I found the situation to be as follows: 'Die 1st 
Grenadier llegiment was from 80 to 100 yards in 
rear of the OOth Native Infantry, and it was then 
taking ground to its proper right either in fours or files, 
but 1 am not certain wliich. The wIkjIc of the ground 
to tlie left of the 60th Native Infantry, and between 
it and the Grenadiers, was covered with swarms of 
ghxtzis and banner-men. The gkazis were actually in 
the ranks of the (Grenadiers, pulling the men out and 
hacking them down with their swords. I have not any 
idea how this state of affairs came about, as the battery 
firing on my left pre\'ented my seeing in that direction 
until it had moved away. 

‘‘ Immediately on seeing that their left and rear were 
completely turned, the regiment [OOtli Hombayjgot into 
confusion and crowded down towards the right, thus 
ialling on the left and rear of tlie GOth.” 

The two [lortions of tlie line were now separated 
by an interval of about 200 yai’ds. 'J'he (Grenadiers had 
fallen back, but were still close to their original position 
when the vain attempt to re-form them was made. 

Gn the right tlie main body of .facob’s Rifles under 
Colonel Mainwaring had retired in confusion upon the 
06th, wliich regiment alone retained its formation. 
When the line was broken, Captain Beresford Peirse, 
of tbc ()6th, seeing the Kabulis and glmzis around 
Maclaine's guns, turned the rear rank of his left half 
company about and fired some volleys into them, but 
their fire was immediately masked by the flying sepoys, 
who came straight to the rear of the 00th, and pressing 
among them caused much disorder. 


wonuded ever roaclied th« which was thrce-quartei's of a mile iii 

rear, and (juite 250 men (»f the 1st Grenadiers must have been killed before 
they reacluMi the na(ay out of the ortgiuul 470 men who had been in the 
ilghtiiig line. 
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The 6()th, thus pressed by tlie frfi(t::k' in front ami 
the broken sepoys in rear, retired to their right, but still 
pi'eserved cohesion, the men turning round to deliver 
their fire and keeping off the ca’owds of Afghans at 
some 25 yards. The regiment was followed by a 
mingled mass of the other troops in hopeless disorder, 
the direction of tlie letreat being towards that part of 
the nala nearest the village of Khig. Under such 
cireumstances the last hope rested in a cavalry charge. 

“ General Burr(.)\vs now nale up at a gallop to 
General NuttaJl, and said, ‘Nuttall, the infantry has 
given way ; our only chance is a cav alry charge : do 
you tliink you could get the cavalry to charge the line 
li>hazis in rear of tlie infantry, and they might perhaps 
then be induced to re-form ? ’ 

“ Whatev^er men were still available were in a some- 
what iiregiilar formation. 'I'here was no time, however, 
to wait for a wx'll-dressed line, and General Nuttall 
ordered the cavalry to advance and charge, placing 
himself with his staff in front of the line. 'I’he men, 
instead of advancing straight to their front, inclined to 
the right and fell on the ghazis who were attacking the 
Grenadiers, whicli regiment was undoubtedly sav eil by 
the cavalry cliarge from heavy loss. After doing this 
much, the cavalry, instead of advancing straight on into 
the mass of the enemy, seeing the infantry all retreating 
and the guns all gone, wheeled aliout and retired, to the 
very best of my belief, without orders. 1 certainly 
heard no orders, but I cannot giv^e furtluT evidiiuec on 
this point beyond stating that, whilst personally engaged 
in combat with the enemy, 1 turned round to see if the 
men were following, and found they liad gone. After 
wheeling about the cavalry retired steadily ; but they 
could not be induced to front again in the right 
direction.” — ( Hogg.) 

It should be remembered that this small cavalry 
force, numbering in all only about 130 sabres, had 
been exposed for upwards of four hours to that severe.st 
of all trials, inaction under heavy tire and while 



518 KETIRING THE GUNS 

suffering serious losses. In addition to this they had 
been thi-own into disorder by the retiring infantry and 
guns, the sight of which alone might well shake the 
morale of the best of troops after the disturbing influences 
of tlie morning, 'Fhey had no time to re-form, nor space 
to gather themselves together into a collected charge, 
while their course towards the enemy was impeded and 
broken by flying soldiery. 

There Avas now nothing left but to fall back on the 
rear guard, and the retreat of the cavalry across the 
nala was made in an orderly and steady manner under 
the direction of Rrigadier-General Nuttall, who halted 
and re-formed his men on tlie opposite side.' 

Meanwliilc when Captain Slade saw^ that the guns 
of E-H were in danger, he gave the order to limber up 
and retire. Lieutenant Maclaine on the left, who 
probably never heard the order, waited to fire another 
round of case, at about twenty yards range, when 
the ghazis were so close that it was only possible to 
save tiui limbers. At about this time Lieutenant 
Osborne was killed. Captain Slade halted, re-formed 
the battery about 150 yards to the rear of the 
position, and refilled the limbers from the wagon- 
bodies, but he was forced to leave thi'ee wagons on the 
field, as they were completely disal)lcd, and there were 
then over fifteen horses killed, Avlulst the enemy were 
pressing on the guns very closely. He then took the 
battery across the vala in Avhich the baggage had been 
placed in the morning, and with the smooth-bore 
battery came into action to cover the retreat, which was 
rapidly becoming a rout. 

From tins position Slade fired two rounds, but he 
was immediately ordered to retire, as the enemy’s 
caA^alry were threatening both his left dank and rear. 
The sraootli-bore battery was also ordered to retire, as 


‘ (-olonel MalcolnisiMG c.n., Sind Horse, and Major Currie, Coixi- 
iiiHiidini^ fSrd Hombay Li^bi (’avalry, were afterwards plaoed under arrest 
for their roiidnct on this occasion, Both oflicers were tried by court-martial 
and honourably acquitted early in 1881, 
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they had not a single round left. C'aptain Slade there- 
upon ordered I.ieutenant iMaclaine to retire first with 
two of the guns of E-B, whilst he remained himself in 
rear with the remaining two. 

During the whole of this retreat, whieh began at 
3.30 p.in., all the guns and caniages brought out of 
action were crowded with wounded and exhausted men. 

To return to tlie infantry. A pt)rtion of the lloml)ay 
Grenadiers under I iieutenant-Colonel (iriffith succeeded 
in reaching the village of Mandalaid, and there joined 
the guns and what remained of the baggage. A large 
proportion, however, seemed to Iuia c followed the (UJtli. 

The latter regiment, as before iiotieed, being forced 
out of line by the pressure of the native regiments in 
rear, moved forwani to its proper front, and then 
wheeling round into (tolumn retired upon Kliig. The 
men were at first in formation, and (aecordiiig to their 
own offic’ers) the gave way before tljem as long 

as tliey advanced ; but when they l)egan to retire, a 
general rush seems to have been made by the Afglian 
infantry and gharJs, and the formation of the regiment 
was broken. The struggle now centred round the 
village of Khig, and Mandabad was almost desertt;d. 
'rhe whole weight of the attack was thrown upon the 
()6th and the Grenadiers who were with tliem. 

I'he leading companies of the (Kith seem to have 
passed straight through King towards an enclosed 
garden in rear, wdiere a last stand w'as made by (!'t)lonel 
Galbraith and the gallant band of ofTicci’s and men wdio 
accompanied him — Captains W. U. McMath and W. 
Roberts, Lieutenants AT. E. Rayner and R. T. Chute, 
2nd Lieutenants H. .1. O. Barr, VV. R. Olivey and A. 
Honywood. 

From the account of one of Ayub’s oflicers who was 
present at the action at Maiwand. it appears that a 
stand was made by the remnant of tlie (>()th regiment 
round their colours in this enclosure ; he estiinated their 
number at about a hundred. He stated that these 
brave men were surrounded by the whole army, and 
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that wlien all but eleven were killed, these made a 
desperate eliarge, and perished fighting bravely to the 
last man. “ I’his stubborn defence,” says Sir Frederick 
Haines, “ may have delayed the pursuit as well as cheeked 
the desire to pursue.” 

Amongst this small and desperate band, besides 
Colonel (ialbraith, were Blackwood of the Artilleiy, 
Henn of tlie Engineers, and Hindc of the Grenadiers. 

W'hen the OOth got broken up a number of men of 
the regiment retreated in the direction of Matidabad, 
and luilted there together with some of the native 
infantry, in an enclosure where there was some water 
with wliieh tliey slaked their thirst. Here (ienerai 
Burrt)M's, after endeavouring to stem the tide of pur- 
suit with a cavalry charge, joined the party, whi<th 
was abtmt 150 strong, and for a few minutes the 
itien kept up a sharp fire over the wall, whi<’h had 
the effect of temporarily checking the enemy. The 
Afghans, however, soon began to creep round the outer 
flank, and it was evident that the retreat would soon 
be cut off; (ienerai Burrows thereupon ordered the 
men to retire. As they left the village the long line of 
straggling infantry headed at first towards the hills on 
the east instead of converging towards the proper line 
of retreat in a south-easterly direction. 'I'o turn them 
Major Leacdi rode alone across the opeji intervening 
ground, but only partially succet^ded in altering their 
course. At this time Brigadier-General Burrows w'as 
under the impression that this party was the last of the 
infantry left in the village, and was ignoraiit of the 
whereabouts of CNdonel (Talbraith and the main body of 
the (>(>th in Khig, as the trees and gardens of Mandabad 
rendered it impossible to tell what was taking place 
beyond. The interval which now separated the cavalry 
and guns from the infantry was about three-quarters of 
a mile. 

The troopers of the cavahy had meanwhile re- 
covered their formation, and the squadron of the 
3rd Light Cavalry and the Sind Horse had re-united. 
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“ It was generally Ijelievefl that General Burrows 
hud been killed during the action, and it was not until 
we had proceeded about 2 miles ” (says LieutcJiant 
J, Monteith, 2nd Sind Horse, orderly officer to 
Brigadier- General Nuttall) “that he suddenly carne 
up irom the rear, riding behind the W'ordi-Riajor of 
the 3rd Sind Horse (both being on the same hoivse) ; 
and about the same time Major Oliver, (Kith, Lieu- 
tenant liynch, (>6th, and Captain Harrison of Jacob’s 
Rifles, were brought out of aiJion in a similar way by 
some sowars of the 3rd Sind Horse.” 

Numbers of baggage animals, commissariat stores, 
and doolies were hastily abandoned. Matiy of the 
w'oiiirded found refuge on the gnu limbers ; others wdio 
were still able to ride were put on spare ponies, but 
no halt was made, although there was no pursuit to 
speak oL except by some small bodies of irregular 
cavalr)', who were kept at a distance by Captaiti Slade’s 
guns. 'I'he artilleiy alone appear to have maintained 
their military formation ai\d morale during the retreat ; 
“ for although,” says Sir Frederick Haines in his 
despatch, “ the cavalry appear to have kept togctlier, 
the General had lost all confidence in them, apparently 
with reason.” 

At length the Kushk-i-Nakhud River was reached, 
and here, if it had been more generally known, 
water was not far distant, but the men coidd not be 
persuaded to stop. All looked forward to halting later, 
and none realised the terrible night march wdiich lay 
before them. 

At this point the remains of the infantry joined in, 
and the column, if such it could be called, struck one 
of the direct roads tf) Kandahar. A number of tlie 
wounded were still on foot and could go no further ; 
and Major Leach, whose naixative is followed in this 
account, had no liesitation in recording his opinion, that 
had the cavalry remained in rear, they might have 
rendered most material assistance. 'I’here were still a 
number of surplus animals on the road, spaie ponies 
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and pack bullocks, many ridden by unwounded fol- 
lowers and others by sepoys who might well have 
walked ; all pursuit on the part of the enemy had 
ceased. 

Whilst the main body crossed the river-bed I^ieu- 
tenant E. V. Monteith with his troopers held the left 
bank and covered the retirement until carriage had 
been found for most of the wounded. The cavalry 
then followed in rear of the guns ; throughout the 
remainder of the retreat, the last gun was the last 
point protected, and men who failed to reacli it were 
left behind. Colonel St. .John had ridden down to the 
old camping ground at Kushk-i-Nakhud, 2 miles 
distant, where there was abundance of water, but it 
was decided by General Burrows not to halt there, as 
the baggage, sick, wounded, and stragglers already 
extended over se\'eral miles, and it was quite impos- 
sible to turn tlie head of the line. Officers, men, and 
horses were all much exhausted, and the want of water 
was severely felt. Hauz-i-Madat, the nearest point on 
the direct line to Kandahar where there was a chance 
of finding water, was 15 miles distant ; Ata Karez, 
visible on the right, was 7 miles. The General and 
the cavalry therefore trotted off to Ata Karez, where 
they watered their horses and then proceeded on to 
Hauz-i-Madat, leaving the infantry, baggage, stragglers, 
and last of all the guns, to struggle on to the last- 
named place. Fortunately Msijor licach, who remaine<i 
with Slade and the guns, knew the ground well, other- 
wise the column miglit easily have passed Hauz-i-Madat 
in the dark. Many of the sepoys had already fallen 
out and thrown themselves down exhausted, and the 
remaining portion of the 66th were in great distress 
with thirst and fatigue. The guns served, however, as 
a rallying point, which kept the men together, and 
soon after 11 p.m. the rear guard sighted trees. The 
trees meant water ; and although the search was for 
some time unsuccessful, the tank was at last hit off, 
though not before Captain 31ade had been obliged to 
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abandon one of the smooth-bore guns, owing to tlie 
exhaustion of tiie horses. The large diiapidated 
masonry tank was some little distance from the road, 
and on reacliing it Slade found the (General, who, as 
has been seen, had arrived tliere some time befoi’e with 
tiie cavalry under Nuttall. 

As the column came up men and horees rushed to 
the water, and for an hour and a half tlie struggle 
there continued, the crowd being constantly increased 
by the arrival of fresh stragglers. Even at the end of 
that time many of the men had not yet succeeded in 
reaching the tank, and ntimbers of others had not been 
able to obtain a drink of waiter. Major Ijcach there- 
fore urged General HurroAvs to prolong the halt, but a 
report had reached the General that tlie enemy were 
already opening fire on the rear of the retreating force, 
and on these grounds he refused to remain longer at 
Hauz-i-Madat. The order Avas given for tlie cavalry to 
resume the march, when Leach again represented that 
the men at the tank woukl be left beliind, and, with 
(leneral RurroAVs’s permission, he rode back with five 
sowars to recall them, '.riie column left Hauz-i-Madat 
about 1 a.rn. on the 28th Jidy. 

Brigadier- General Burrows A\'rote as follows of the 
retreat ; “ Tow'ards dusk a report came from the rear 
that the enemy Avere pressing on the rear guard, and I 
sent General Nuttall back AA-ith the cavalry to remain 
until they were finally beaten off. 

“ Subsequently I took the cavalry across to Ata- 
Karez to water, and rejoined the guns at Hauz-i-Madat. 
At this place Slade had succeeded in finding some water 
for the Avounded officers and men Avith him. 

“ lieutenant Maclaine, k.h.a., Avent away to look 
for water here, and was not seen again. 

“ I waited a couple of hours to collect any stragglers 
there might be in the neighbourhood, and sent out a 
party of cavalry under Ma.jor l^icach, v.c., k.e., who 
vohmteered to go to search for them. I could, not 
delay longer, as 1 feared a panic amongst the caA^alry, 
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and that they might leave me without pi'otection iipr 
the guns. Some shots from JazaUa and matchlocks 
from surrounding villages were jnagnified into th« 
enemy’s guns pursuing us ; every clump of trees on the! 
sides of the road were troops of cavalry threatening! 
our flanks ; and all sorts of scares were constantly 
occurring.” 

iiieutenant Gcoghegan, of the Urd fiight Cavalry, 
now relieved lieutenant Monteith in command of the 
troops left in rear to escort the guns. This officer 
remained for some considerable time at Hauz-i-Madat, 
alter (leneral liurrovvs left, and waited for all the men 
to come back from the water, the rejjort about the guns 
of the enemy being in the rear proving to be entirely 
without f'oundation. 

I'he gun teanis were by this time completely 
exliauste(l, and Slade was forced to abandon the stoi'c 
limber wagon and spare gun-carriage, and to yoke 
the bullocks to the guns. Even with this assistance 
the guns liad some difficulty in keeping pace with the 
cavalry, and General Burrows, who now remained 
behiiul wnth Captain Slade, accordingly sent Major 
Leach forward with an order to Nuttall “ that the 
ca\'ah’y w'cre to go easy, and allow' the guns to come 
up.” 'I'he cavalry nevertheless did not check their 
pace, and continued to press foiwvard until an inter^ al 
of fully three miles separated them from the rear guns. 
M.ajor Leach was therefore sent with a second order 
directing the cavalry to halt, and by the time that he 
delivered it the ca\'ahy were nearing Ashikan, while 
Cieneral Nuttall, witli his orderly officer, laeutenant 
J. Monteith, was a mile in rear. 

At this poitit, and again at Ashikan, long halts 
were made, the latter place being reached about 5 a.ra., 
at daybreak ; here the two howitzers W'ere abandoned. 
The gun teams still struggled gallantly on, and to assist 
them tleneral Burrow's ordered the cavalry to lend 
some horses, .so that the lunbers carrying wounded 
men might be brought on. 
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After leaving Asliikan shots were heard in front, 
and again an alarm, groundless as before, was raised 
that tlie enemy were pursuing in rear. "I'he hurt w^as 
that the inhabitants of Ashikan were firing on the 
retreating force, and laeutenjint VV^hitby, 1st Bombay 
InfVintry, was killed wliile passing the village. At 
Sinjiri, whicli was readied at about 7 a.m.. the firing 
was renewed, but no serious opposition w^as olfered 
to the progress of the column or to its passage over 
the River Arghandab, iiliieh had to be erosse<l here. 
Nevertheless it was only wdth great diflieulty that the 
guns ivere dragged over tlie lieai y ground of the rii er- 
bed by the exhausted teams, and it was found necessary 
to abandon one of the smooth-bores. Meanwhile the 
rest of the column was halted, and when the crossing 
was half completed, the advance guard of a supporting 
force from Kandaliar under Bi'igadier-Cieneral Brooke, 
consisting of 40 sabres of the Poona Horse under 
Captain ,1. VN’'. Anderson, .’ippeared in sight. From 
this time the i*etreating troops ivere relieved of the 
work of securing their own protectioji ; Captain 
Anderson’s sowars took up a position ;it the river- 
liank and saw the stragglers safely across, and then 
brought up the rear. 

At Kohkaran tieneral Brooke s head-r|uarters ivere 
met, and here a halt was made of over an houi*, the 
wounded men were put into doolies, and stragglers 
were allowed to close up. 

The surviving portions of General Buitows’s lirigjule 
left Kohksiran at about 8.45 a.m., and marched on 
without further opposition until the villages close to 
Kandahar were reached. At about 5) a.m. Captain Slade 
was obliged to abandon anotlier f»-pr., as the horses 
could not move it and the battery was exposed to 
heavy fire from the villages, but the limber with its 
freight of wounded w^as brought on. Numbers of the 
Duranis had taken up their position here, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Abbasabad, to harass the British troops, 
but their attack was repulsed by the fire of the infantry 
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and of tFie guns of C-2, and after some delay the 
passage througli the now deserted villages was eftected. 
The cantonments were reached by the head-quarters 
of the cavalry brigade at about 2 p.m., and the citadel 
of Kandahar half an hour later, the men having been 
incessantly on the move for iiSi hours, in which 
they covered the 45 miles between the scene of the 
disaster and Kandahar. 

The four liorse artillery guns of E-B reached 
Kandahar safely, but the loss sustained by the battery 
in action and during the retreat was cruelly heavy. 

The total number of men belonging to the brigade 
under General Burrows engaged at Maiwand was 
2,476. 

Of these the following casualties were reported, 
viz. : 


British Officers 
„ Troops 
Native Offic •ors 
„ Ti’fxjps 

Total 

Followers 

Horses 


Killed and missing. Wounded. 



8 

296 

42 

11 

9 

646 

109 

971 

168 

6.61 

7 

201 

68 


Namr.s of Officeis killed. 


Cajrtain P. C. Heath, Brigade-Major. 

Major G. V, Blackwood, Commanding E-B, ll.II.A. 
Lieutenant E. G. Osborne, igic.a. 

„ T. K. Ilenn, b.k. 

„ W. C. Owen, 3rd Bombay Light Cavalry. 
laeutcnant-(.-olonel James Galbraith, Commanding 66th Foot. 
Captain E. S. Garralt, 66th Foot. 

„ W. H. McMath, 66th Foot. 

„ 1\ J. Cullen, 66th Foot. 

„ W. Rolxirts, 66th Foot, 

Lieutenant M. E. Raynor, 66th Foot. 

,, R. T. Chute, 66th Foot. 

2nd liieutenant A. Honywood, 66th Foot. 

„ W. R. Olivey, 66th Foot, 

H. J. O. Barr, 66th Foot. 
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Lieutenant C. AV. Hiiide, 1st Bombay Grenadiers* 

„ C. G. AVliitb}^ l.st Bonibiiy Grenadiers. 

Captain H. F. Smith, SOtli Bombay Infantry (Jacob’s Rifles), 
lieutenant W. N. JusticeJiOth Bombay Intan try (Jacob’s Ritles). 

„ I). Cole, JiOtli Bombay Infantry (Jacob’s Ritles), 

Besides 11 Native Otficers. 


Namefi of Offtcei's wounded. 

Captain T. Harris, Deputy Assistant (Quartermaster-General. 
Lieutenant H, Maclaine, r.h.a. (taken prisoner and afterwards 
jnurdered). 

„ N. r. Fowell, iiji.A. 

„ A. M. Monteith, ^ird Sind Horse. 

„ H. IjYtich, (ibth Foot. 

Surgeon-Major A. F. Preston, (i(>th Foot, 

Lieuten«ant-Colone] 11, S. Anderson, 1st (irenadiers. 

(’aptain J. Grant, 1st Grenadiers. 

Major J. S. Iredell, JOth Bombay Infantry (Jacob’s Rifles). 
Beside 9 Nati^'e Olticers. 

There were lost at Maiwand a large (jviantity of 
arms and aceoutrements, ineduding over LOOO riHes 
and carbines, and about 600 or 700 swords and bayonets, 
me ammunition expeuaea was as unaer: 


— 

irpr. shell 
jwmI ease. j 

1 

i S.n. shot 
and shell. 

Siuall aruu 

hi action 

1 

1 , 47:5 

4»7 

.582,881 

Lost in Ordnance Field. Park 

44« { 

... 

278,200 


i 

1,921 1 

i 

4H7 

0(Vl,08t 


The following were the losses among the transport, 
including some afterwards shot as unfit: 


(Camels. 

PonitiS. 

Mules. 

Bullocks. ■ 

i 

J>oiikeys. 

i 

1,676 

355 

24 

...... ] 

79 i 

1 291 

i 
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DEFEAT OF BURROWS 

A total number of 455 transport followers and 
drivers, including one native 1st class inspector, were 
killed fir missing.' 

About 2 o’fdock on the morning of the 28th July 
news was brought by a jemadar of the 3rd Sind Horse 
to Kandahar that ( Jcneral Burrows had been defeated 
with heavy loss and tliat the survivors of his force were 
retreating to the capital, 'fliis news w^as confirmed an 
hour or two later, and before day broke shots were heard 
in all the surrounding villages, showing that the whole 
country was up in arms. 

No time was lost in sending out a column to covei- 
the retreat of ( Jeneral Burrows, and Avithin an hour 
Brigadier-Ceneral Brooke started along the Kohkaran 
road witli the following small force : 

Pooiui lloise, 40 sabres ((Japtaiii J. W. Anderson). 

C-2, H.A., 2 guns (Captain W. Lfiw). 

7th Royal Pusilicrs, 70 rides (liieutcnanl H. F. R. Rodick). 

2Kth Roiubay Infantry, 100 rilies (Major F. C. Singleton). 

This column left Kandahar at 5.30 a.m. and moving 
as (luickly as its small numbers and the precautions 
necessary for its safety Avould allow through the gardens 
and enclosures of the suburbs, in all of which were 
armed and hostile men, it reached Kohkaran at 0 a.m. 
Here, as has been seen, a junction was effected with 
Brigadier-General Burrows. 

On the appearance of the force the village was 
hastily evacuated by a large body of armed men, 
who had previously been harassing and killing all small 
parties of fugitives from the Britisli force. The enemy 
Avere kept at a distance until Brigadier- General Burrows 
and tlie remnants of his column had passed ; the ford 
OA^er the Arghandab was held meanAvhile, as lias already 
been related, by Captain Anderson and his sowars. 

Brigadier-General Brooke then began his return 
march, picking up on the way all stragglers from the 
retreating force. 

^ For 5itrenf?tU and coinposilion of Ayub Khaii’s force see Apnetidlx 

xxvm. * ■ 
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For about miles the march was unmolested, but 
mtbrmation was then rceei\ e(l from the front that the 
hills and walled enclosures around .Abhasahad were 
strongly occupied hy the enemy. I’he two guns of C-2, 
under Captoin Law, together w'ith a cavalry escort, 
were at once pushed forward ; lirigadicr-t Jencral Rrookc 
followed with the remainder of the cavalry and, passing 
through Oeneral Burrow^s’s force, pushed on, throwing 
out skirmishers to clear the gardens and villages, 'rhis 
was effected with trifling loss and the enemy were 
driven from the hills by the fire of the guns. The 
column then passed through Abbasahad witliout difli- 
culty. Brigadier-General Brooke’s force again halted 
and formed up after clearing the village, until Cfeneral 
Hurrows’s force had passed. A company of the 7th 
Fusiliers wars sent back tt) keep the tiutskirts of the 
village clear of the enemy, and to bring in all stragglers. 
'I’lie force then returned to cantonments, which Avere 
entered about 1.30 p.m. 

At Kandahar the whole day was spent in removing 
the troops, baggage, sick and vvoundecl into the citadel. 

Tlie cantonments of Kandahar, from their position 
below the Fir Paimal and the Piecpict and Karez hills, 
as well as from their hu*k of an independent Avatcr- 
supply and their isolation from tlie commissariat and 
ordnance stores in the <*itadcl. were quite untenable. 
It AV'as evident that the whole population of the sur- 
rounding country was hostile ; Ayub’s victorious aiiny 
niight be expected at Kandahar wnthin a few days, and 
the course adopted of defending the city seemed there- 
fore to be the only one possible under the circumstances. 

The abandonment of the cantonments was, howcA'cr, 
completed with more than necessary haste, so much 
so that in several instances stores and baggage Averc left 
behind and lost. This was especially the case as re- 
garded the removal of the engineering stores from 
Rahim Dil Khan’s garden. By some mistake the guard 
was withdrawn before this duty could be completed ; 
only a few sick sappers were left in charge of the post 

34 
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under lieutenant G. T. Jones, u.e., and as men from 
tlie adjacent villages had already begun to show them- 
selves on the garden walls, Colonel J. Hills ordered this 
small party to retire as <|uiekly as possible ; consequently 
the wiiole of the sappers’ tents, tools, and materials 
belonging to the field park had to be abandoned, 
because sufficient transport was not on the spot to can*)' 
them away. Subse(piently a party under lieutenant 
.Jones was sent back to the garden, but could only bring 
away some of the men’s kits and a part of the eompany 
equipment, and a good deal of valuable property, botli 
public and private, was left belind. 

The only articles saved from the field park were 
some boxt;s of guncotton and a few barrels of blasting 
powder ; tlie Royal Engineer operations therefore 
depended entirely on tools obtainable from the ordnance 
department and on regimental equipment. Fortunately 
these were obtainable in sufficient quantities ; but no 
detoiiators were available for the guncotton, the want 
of whit;h was se\'erely felt. ’I’lie whole of the de- 
molitions, however, outside the citj'^ were completed 
without the use of explosives. 

Shortly after dusk, Brigadier-General Brooke having 
reported that he could see no signs of any more of the 
fugitives from Maiwand coming in, and all the sick 
and as much as possible of the baggage having been 
removed from cantonments, the whole of the British 
force was withdrawn within the city walls, and the gates 
were closed. 

The city of Kandahar has a quadrilateral encemle, 
the length of its sides being approximately as follows : 

SJiikarpiir (fate front . . . alwut 1,300 yards. 

Herat Gate front . . . . „ 1,987 „ 

Ewlgah Gate front . . . . „ 1,178 „ 

Kabul Gate front . . . . „ 1,700 „ 

Total . . „ 

The walls were of solid sun-dried mud, of an average 
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height of 80 feet, and breadth 15 feet on the nortli and 
east fronts ; the ditch was IS feet deep on those fronts ; 
while at the south-west bastion, and between that point 
and the Herat (iate, tliere was hardly any ditch at all. 
j^’lanking fire was obtained from sraall circular bastions, 
forty-nine in number, but much dilapidated ; each gate 
was covered by tAvo sucii bastions. 'I'he curtairi or 
parapet wall had an average height of 8 feet, its 
thickness varying considerably. Great numbers of t)ut- 
lets existed, such as canals and underground passages. 
'I'hese were filled up and_/iu/jO-«.y.sc.v placed in them. 

It is doubtful if the citadel could have been held if 
once the outer wall had been forced. The supply 
of Avater would then hav^e had to be obtained from 
a single Avell, and tlie artillery stpiare, commissariat 
yard, and enclosures w’^ere all commanded by acljacent 
houses, while the citadel wall at this point Avas only a 
few inches thick. The danger w'hich AA-as therefore 
most feared by the garrison AA'as an assault by the 
.Afghans on the city w^alls. But the Avire entanglement 
and the sandbags which vt'cre constructed Avithout loss 
of time on and around the parapets are said to have 
occasioned fears of hidden mines, etc., in the minds 
of the ghaziSf and within ten days from tlie beginning 
of the siege the defences of the city had been so 
strengthened that there was little fear of a successful 
attack. All tlie gates Avere protected by abattifi, and it 
Avas known by experience that heaAy mud AA^alls have 
a resisting poAver ecpial, if not superior, to that of solid 
masonry, as was proAcd by experiments made in 1870 
with a 6’4i-in. howitzer upon the walls of old Kandahai- ; 
and the actual results obtained AA'ith the 40-prs. and 
0-prs. during the siege upon the villages of Dch Khoti 
and Deh Khoja confirmed this fact. 

The night of the 28th July passed quietly, though a 
few shots were heard in the direction of the cantonments, 
and at about 10 p.m. the Sjidar bazaar, which was 
chiefly constmeted of light wood and matting, was set 
on Are. 
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THE PATHANS EXPELLED 

I'lie next morning the preparations to withstand 
a siege were eontinned. It was evident that, next to 
tiie extent and weakness of the walls, the danger from 
the Jarge Durani population resident within the city 
was most to be feared. Their secret, if not open 
hostility to the Hritish could hardly be doubted ; while 
the very existence of so large mid crowded a population 
Avithin a beleaguered town necessarily added very greatly 
to the difficulty of supplying all with food and water. 

'rhe advisability of expelling all the Afghans from 
the city was therefore suggested, and this course was 
strongly advocated Ijy llrigadier-Cileneral Brooke. The 
proposal met with considerable opposition from the 
political officers, l)ut Brigadier-General Brooke’s advice 
prevailed, and under General Primrose’s orders the 
whole I’athan population was expelled on the 29tli and 
30th July. 

At the same time seai’ch was made for a further 
suj)ply of water, it being evident that the tanks within 
the citadel wx)uid not furnish sufficient for more than a 
few' days. A good supply ivas found in the town from 
small wells in the houses ; the cavaliy and artillery 
horses w'ere w'atered from a w'ell in front of the Eedgah 
Gate, and the transport animals Irom two large wells 
near the south-w'^est corner of the city. All the caiuels 
and ponies of the transport were driven there, and lines 
w'cre made for them in some open gardens between the 
Shikarpur Gate and south-west bastion. 

The troops w'ere told off as Ibllows for the defence 
of the town: 

J’he 7th Fusiliers to the south and east faces of tlie 
citadel ; the 28th Bombay Infantry to the north and 
Avest laces ; the 1 st and 30th Bombay Infantry to the 
’Fopkliana s<juare ; the 0(5th Foot to the Eedgah Gate, 
and as guards over the artillery and ammunition parks ; 
and the 4th and 19th Bombay Infantry for the protec- 
tion of Supply, Transport, and Medical departments, 
and internal defence. The guns and cavalry Avere 
distributed as shown on the plan. Inter-communica- 
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tion was established by telegi-aph i)etweeij the Chaliarsu, 
all the ijates, and head-quarters in the citadel, A tele- 
phone line was also fixed up between the latter place 
and the north-west bastion. There were \'isual signalling 
stations in all four bastions. On the 1st August the 
commands in case of an attack were assigned as follow : 

Brigadier-Orenoral Burrows to the Ht'iat trout. 

„ „ Nuttall h) the Kabul front. 

„ „ Brooke to the Shikarpur froiil,. 

Colonel Main waring was to command tlic h'ledgah 
front under the immediate orders of the Lieutenant- 
General. 

Brigadier- General Burrows, as senior brigadier, was 
appointed to the command of the garrison. 

A body of marksmen w'as told ofl* to the bastions 
and other good positions for long-range shooting, under 
the command of Major F. (J. F. Moore, 7th Fusiliers, 
and did excellent service during the siege. All ranks 
not assigned other duties w'cre held in reseinx* in the 
citadel, wliere head-(|uarters were established. 

On the 30th July the city was apportioned into 
blocks, so as to introduce some order into the drawing 
of water, the best water being reserved for the 
hospitals. 

The latter were located within the citadel, partly in 
a building previously set apart for the purpose, and 
partly in large E.F. tents,' of which there w^as a large 
supply. 

'rhe general health of the garrison decidedly im- 
proved in the early days of the siege, under the influence 
of the excitement which the presence of an enemy 
caused. 

The head-quarters of the 28th Bombay Infantry 
marched into Kandahar on the 28th July, and the total 
strength of the garrison on that date w^as as follow^s : 

‘ Large two-poled tents, with double flies, as supplied to British troops in 
India, 
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0 
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29 
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4 
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1,41.3 
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3,055 

1,217 

12 

2 

373 


Oilicers 

• • • 


97 

Eftci tive non-conmiissi oiled officers and men 

4,538 

Sick . 



438 

4,971 


Total . 

• 

5,068 

(^^amels 

•••••• 

• 

1,021 

Bullocks . 



135 

Ponies 



602 

Mules 


4 

68 


' Also one 6-pr. S.B. gun. 
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From the beginning of the siege parties were daily 
employed in improving the defenees aj>d strengthening 
the walls and gates, the latter by plates of sheet-iron. 
(Jun platforms, traverses, ramps, and banquettes were 
constructed on tlie walls. All houses ahnttijig on the 
city walls were, as far as possible, deniolislied, trees 
were felled, buildings and walls which could give cover 
to an enemy were levelled, so as to leave Jin enceinte 
of open ground round the city, and a wir<: cntanglxauent 
constructed all round the foot of the walls. 

Nothing was seen of Ayub Khan’s soldiers until the 
afternoon of the 30th July, when a party of cavalry 
appeared near Kalachi-i- Haidar Khan, about a mile 
north-east of the city. .:\n effort was made to lure 
them into the plain, but without success. On the 31st, 
however, a body of /^hazis and mountetl men having 
oc{*upied Khairabad, they were attacked by a troop 
of the Poona Horse and 2 companies eacdi of the 
7th Fusiliers and 28th Bombay Infantry, who drove 
them out of the place into Deli Khvvaja with a loss 
of about thirty. One of our sepoys was killed and 
three men wounded. 

On the 1st August large numbers of men appeared 
on the hills near Kalaehi-i-Ilaidar, and on the following 
day a leconnoitring jiarty of the Poona Horse, who 
proceeded to that jilace through the Sadar bazaar 
and cantonments, were followed as tliey retired by 
shots from the enemy, wdio came streaming out from 
Abba,sabad. A working party near the south-west 
bastion, around Mehr Dil Khan’s garden, was also lired 
on, together wdth its covering party of the 7th Fusiliers 
and 4th and 28th Bombay Infantry, who, atlvaneing in 
turn, killed several of the enemy with a loss of one 
sepoy killed and one private wounded. 

On this date rations for artillery horses and officers 
chargers were reduced to 8 lb. of grain and 18 lb. of 
bhusa ; tho.se for native cavalry honses to (5 lb. of grain 
and 14 lb. of bhusa. 

General Primrose assumed supreme political control 
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on the 2nd August, Colonel St. John acquiescing in this 
arrangement. 

The enemy now appeared daily on the Ficquet HUl 
and the heights near Baba Wali, as well as in the Sadar 
bazaar and cantonments, from which they kept up an 
occasional rifle fire on the city M'^alls. 

On the tth August a redistribution was made of the 
troops on the walls, 300 being allotted to each face, a 
first reinforcement of 200 at the Chaharsu and a second 
reinforcement of 100 in tlie Topkhana S(piare. 

The remaining men, on the alarm sounding, were to 
fall in on their private parade grounds, followers to be 
in places appointed by officers commanding regiments. 
Signallers to be })osted in each angle bastion. 

On the 6tli of August firing on the working parties 
was continued, atul Lieutenant G. A. C. de Trafford 
and a private of the 7th l^'usiliers were wounded. 'J’he 
numbers of the enemy were evidently increasing and 
Ayub’s troops pitched their camp on the Picquet Hill, 
the encampment being further extended on the next 
moniing to the north of the hill. 

I'he firing of the enemy began earlier than usual on 
the 8th August, and was supplemented by an Armstrong 
gun, which opened tire at 5 a.m., from the ]*icquet Hill. 
In coTisequence of this, orders were issued on the 9th 
for the men of the garrison to be kept as much as 
jx)ssible under the west walls of enclosures, so as to 
screen them from the enemy’s fire. 

In the course of that day a spy came in and reported 
that the whole of .tXyub’s army was now encamped at 
Chihil Zina, near the north end of the ridge to the west 
of old Kandahar, and was contemplating a night assault 
on the city, 

P'rom day to day the firing went on in a desultory 
fashion without any noticeable incident, and was 
aaswered by the guns of the garrison whenever oppor- 
tunity offered. A skirmish took place on the 12th,i 
when a party of the 7th Fusiliers and 19th Bombay 
Infantry rushed a walled garden outside the Herat face 
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of the town, with the object of demolishing the walls, 
and killed several of the enemy, including tlic (Governor 
of Farah ; our losses were one private killed, one private 
and eight sepoys wounded. Lieutenants (h T. Jones 
and E. A. Waller, it.E., vcr y gallantly brought a wounded 
nmn of the 19th Hombay Infantry Out of actioji under 
a heavy fire. 

Several attempts had been made during this time to 
communicate with General JMiayre, but it was seldom 
that a messenger either going or coming could elude 
the vigilance of the enemy (A^'li^Azais) on the road, 
and several had been captured and put to death. On 
the 11th August, however, a letter was received from 
General Phayre, and a reply was sent back jit once l)y 
the man who brought it. 

On this date a fresh distribution of the garrison was 
made as follows : 


Eedgah front 

, » . f I'opkhfiiia (inte 

Herat front { Herat Gate . 


Shikar[)ur front 
Kabul front 


Kabul Gate . 


( Kat 
I Bar 


Duran i Gate 


Chabar.su reserve . 
Topkhana square reserve 


400 

170 

324 

400 

‘.m 

IHO 

200 

100 


On the 13th August the idea of a sortie was for the 
first time definitely put forward by IJeutenant-Ck>lonel 
J. Hills, Commanding Royal Engineers, and on the 15th 
the details of the plan were discussed by that officer 
with General Primrose. The limited numbers available 
necessitated a modification of Colonel Hills’s original 
plan ; but General Primrose agreed with that officer in 
his opinion that the attitude of the enemy in attempting 
a complete and careful investment of Kandahar by 
occupying and fortifying the ad jacent villages, rendered 
a .sortie absolutely neces.sary to make the .< Vfghans show 
their hand. 

Before resorting to this measure General Primrose 



538 DEH KHWA.TA 

carefully searched the villages to the south and east of 
the city with artillery and mortar fire, but without any 
apparent result. He therefore determined to bombard 
one village heavily, and then to put some infantry 
through it. 

The village selected was that of Deh Khwaja, 
situated to the east of the city, exactly opposite tlie 
Bar Durani and Kabul Cates, and running almost 
parallel to the city wall, distant from the former gate 
600 yards, and from the latter 950 yards. 

In making the selection tiie fbUownng points 
influenced the General and the officers of the council 
of war : 

1, — The village, Deh Kh^vaja, was isolated from 
the main body of the enemy’s regular 
troops, w'ho were encamped beyond Ab- 
basabad, some 4 miles west of the city, 
with Kandahar beGveen them and Deh 
Khwaja, and therefore out of supporting 
distance. 

II. — The only supports available for the village 
w'ould have to come from the south and 
pass over gi’ound on which the British 
cavalry covdd act with effect. 

III. — The village lies on the regular road from 
Mandi Hissar to Kandahar, and it wsis 
most important that this road should be 
cleared and kept open for the advance of 
General Phayre, as the Khushab road was 
studded with villages, which, if held in 
succession by the enemy, could only have 
been forced at immense cost. 

IV’^. — Artillery had been fired from this village, 
and the (Jeneml was anxious to ascertain 
w'hat number of guns the enemy had in 
position there, and what was the calibre 
of the guns. This information was neces- 
sary, as all reports from Maiwand agreed 
that Ayub Khan had with him thirty guns, 
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including two batteries of 12-pr. Armstrongs. 
Up to date he had only unmasked two 
Armstrong guns, and it w'as therefore a 
matter of importance to prevent his estab- 
lishing an overpowering artillery fire within 
1,000 yaixls of the w alls. 

V. — It w^as desirable to confine the enemy’s 
artillery to positions perpendicular to the 
shorter faces of the city w’alls, as batteries 
placed opposite the east and west ironts 
would take these faces respectively in reverse. 

VI. — The disarrangement of the enemy’s dis- 
positions to the east would practically 
limit his attack to tlie west and south 
fronts, as the ground to the north is open 
and de\'oid of cover. 

Accordingly on the 1.5th August Brigadier-Cleneral 
Brooke was ordered to attack the village of I)ch 
Khwaja on tlie following morning, the village being 
previously shelled from the walls, and the advance of 
the troops covered by the fire of one 4<0-pr., two 9-prs., 
and two 8-inch mortars. 

The artillery was ordered to oj)en tire at 4.4.5 a.m., 
and the infantry to leav e the Kabul (late at ,5 a.m. 

Brigadier-Cleneral Brooke made his own dispositions 
for carrying out the projected attack, wdiich were as 
tbllows : 

“ I. — The force will be divided into three colunms 
as follows : 


, . f 7th Fusiliers (2 eoirijjaiiies) 

I lOtli Native Infantry (2 companies) 
a I f 7th Fusiliers (2 companies) 

I 28th Native Infantry (8 companies) 
( 7th Fusiliers (1 company) 

8rd “I 19th Native Infantry (2 companies) 
I 2Bth Native Infantry (1 company) 


} Under Lieutfinantr-Uoloncl 
A. (I. Daubeny. 

} Unf] er Lie titenan t-Colon el 
'r, R. Nimmo. 

1 Under tT»lonel (.*, T. 
I Meathcote, 


II.- — To each column will be attached an Engineer 
officer with a proportion of sappers with 
tools and powder-bags 
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DUTIES OF THE COLUMNS 

“ III. — A medical officer and sick carriage will accom- 
pany each column. The reserve ammuni- 
tion will remain within the Kabul Gate. 
Arrangements for carrying an ample supply 
of water are to be made by all commanding 
officers. 

“ IV. — The following wdll be the duties assigned to 
each column : 

“ The firitt column w'ill, on leaving the Kabul 
Gate, take the road to the right, and after 
proceeding 1 .50 yards along it, advance 
towards the south of tlie village, the 
advance being c()vered by skirinisliers, and 
the details carried out as may seem best 
to Colonel Daubeny, wdth reference to 
the features of the ground and the resist- 
ance offered. The object of this column 
is to seize a good position at the south of 
the village from which to advance to the 
north of the village, driving out all the 
enemy wdio may be met there. 

“ The second column w'ill conform to, and 
follow the movements of the first ; but 
on reaching the village will seize a position 
on the right of that taken up by the first 
column. Both columns will make their 
advance in as open order as possible. 

“ The third column will remain within the 
Kabul Gate awaiting orders. The duty 
assigned to them will probably be to enter 
the village at the main entrance, and seize 
the enclosure on the left of the entrance 
where the gun embrasure is, and clear that 
part of the village. 

“ The other instructions wdll be issued to the com- 
mandei*s of the first and second columns by the 
Brigadier-General on their reaching the south of the 
village. 
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“ The cavalry hrijUfade under Ilri^adier-General 
Nuttall is under orders to eo-operate, and will be on 
the east and south oC the villaoe,” 

As previously arranged, tlie ca\alrv cjuitted tlie 
Eedgah Gate at 4.30 a.in,. and trotted rourid into 
the position assigned, a few shots being fired at them, 
but at very long ranges, and doing no damage. 'I'he 
guns opened fire at 4.4.5 a.m., and at .5 a. in. the first 
two columns of infantry debouched from the Kabul 
Gate, making for the south of the village, which they 
entered under a heavy fire of musketry at .5.30 a.m. 

At this moment numbei's of w'crc seen 

making their way to Deh Khwaja, across the open 
ground to the south of the \illage. 'fhey were at 
once charged by a troop of the 3rd Light Cavalry 
under Lieutenant Geoghegan, and driven back with 
heavy loss into broken ground, wdiere further pursuit 
by the cav'alry w^as hopeless, but where they w’cre 
exposed to the fire of a 40-pr. in the south-east 
bastion under liicutenant VV'. S. l^lant. 

The cavalry now formed up to tlie south of Deh 
Khwaja waiting for another opportunity to charge. 
Meanw’hile the infantry w'ere steadily making their 
way through the village, beating down all op])osition. 
Oivce more the gha'iis in large numbers ij’ied to cross 
from Bala Karez to the support of Deh Khwaja; but 
Major R. J. \je P. Trench, 19t.h Bombay Infantry, met 
them with three w'ell-direeted volleys, which turned 
them; Brigadier-General Nuttall thereupon seized the 
opportunity, and charged again witli the 3rd Light 
Cavalry and Poona Horse, dispersing and cutting up 
many of them, and they again took shelter in the iialaa 
and broken ground. 

Meantime the enemy’s fire in the village had entirely 
ceased, and the programme aiTanged by tieneral Brooke 
had been carried out as regarded all three columns. 
Nevertheless, General Brooke having alrpidy sent back 
wmrd to the Lieutenant-General that his position w'as 
untenable, he had in consequence unfortunately been 
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ordered to retire. On re-forming, therefore, after the 
second charge Brigadier-General Nuttall received a 
note from Brigadier-General Brooke asking him to 
((over the retirement of such of the infantry as were 
still south of the village, into the Kabul Gate. 

In consequence of this recjuest the cavalry was 
withdrawn towards the Kabul Gate, covering the 
retirement of the supporting infantry, which with 
Trench’s companies fell back to tlie <.“ity. 

This retirement, however, left the infantry columns 
in the ^’illage entirely unsupported, and allowed the 
enemy’s reinforcements to move up from the south, 
with the object of entirely cutting oft' the British 
force. In the face of determined resistance, the 
first two columns under Lieutenant-Cyolonels Daubeny 
and Nimino forced their way through Deh Khwaja, 
debouching at about 7 a.m. from the northern end, 
w'hilst the third column under Colonel Heathecfte held 
its ground near the centre of the village until ordered 
to withdraw. 'rhe.sc three columns then began to fall 
back, the two former from the north of Deh Khwaja to 
the Eedgah Gate, and Colonel Heathcote’s column 
from the western entrance of the village to the Kabul 
Gate. They rallied to a certain extent behind walls in 
the fields ; but they suffered terribly in extricating 
themselves. As soon as their retirement began, the 
enemy again occupied the village and reopened fire, 
and to the whole brunt of this the columns were 
exposed, while the cramped nature of the gi'ound 
prevented them from moving in anything but close 
formation. 

During the retreat Brigadier-Cieneral Brooke, whilst 
supporting Captain C’mick.shank, it.E., whom he had 
brought out of the \’illage severely w'ounded, was shot 
down whilst crossing a piece of open ground to gain 
the shelter of a wall. 

At length by 7.JfO a.in. the disastrous retirement 
was completed. The firing had entirely ceasedj and 
the enemy were seen streaming away from Deh Khwaja, 
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carrying some of their dead with tliem. Their loss was 
said to have been very heavy, several eliiefs of note 
having been killed, and one of the two guns in the 
village destroyed. 

Whilst the fighting was going on in Deh Khwaja 
the enemy opened artillery fire on the city from Ifiequet 
Hill, and from a gun in position about 1,200 yards 
from the west face of the city wall, 'fhey also 
attempted to form up their infantry iti the old canton- 
ments under covmr of this fire; but such was the 
steadiness and accuracy wdtli wiiich our guns were 
served that they were unable to do so, and within 
an hour their artillery fire was silenced, and one gun 
on Piequet Hill dismounted. 

The total number of British troops engaged w^as 
1,550, and the casualties, as follows, wx're 223 in 
number : 

OflitMjrs. Hritisli tiooi>fi, Nutiv<^ troops aiul followortt, 

KilltHl . . <5 24 74, iiichulin^ I iiiitive officer. 

VVoiiiulefl . (5 HI, r> jiativc officers. 

Of these 31 were cavalry casualties, wdiich arm had 
also 72 horses killed and wounded. 


of Ojfieers kllhd. 

■ Brigadier-Oeiioral H. I", Brooke. 

Lieutenant"! ’oloiiel VV^. 11, Newport, 28tli Bninliay Infantry. 
xMfijor U. J O, I* Trend., \ 

Lieutenant r. Stay ner, ) • ■' 

2nd I Jeutenant F. P. Wood, \ ...i . 

„ o ni 1 j rftli luissuiers. 

„ ,, K. S. I ' 

t’aptaiii G. M. C'ruickshank, Royal Kngineers. 

The Rev. G. M. Gordon, (diaplain, (.4iurch Missionary ISociety. 


Officers wounded. 

Colonel T. R. Nimmo, 2Hth Bombay Infantry. 

Lieutenaut-Coloiicl A. M. Shewell, l)o])uty Coiniins.s;ary-General (after- 
wards died). 

Colonel J. H. V, Malcolmson, Hrd Sind Hor.se. 

Major T. B. Vandeleur, 2-7th Fusiliers (afterwards died). 

(vaptain W. Conolly, 2-7th Fu.siliers. 

Surgeon A. K. Stewart, Poona Horse. 

“ No w'ords of mine,” wrote General Primrose, “ can 
express my appreciation of the cool and gallant behaviour 
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of all ranks. Brigadier Brooke was killed whilst attempt- 
ing to saA'e the life of Captain Cruicksharik, R.E., and 
by his death the service and the (lountry have suffered 
u heavy loss, Lieutenant-Colonel W. H. New|)ort, 
28th Native Infantry ; Msijor R. J. Le P. Trench, 19th 
Native Infantry ; Captain G. M. Cruickshank, tt.£. ; 
I Jeutenant P. C. Stayner, 19th Native Infantry ; and 
2nd Ijieutenant F, P. Wood, 7th Fusiliers, — all died 
whilst leading their men in the most forward manner ; 
and 2nd Lieutenant E. S. Marsh, 7th Fusiliers, was 
killed in helping to bring m lieutenant Wood, who 
was then severely wounded. The Rev. G. M. Gordon, 
Church Missionary Society, was also mortally 'w^ounded 
whilst attending the men under a heavy fire ; and 1 
take this opportunity of paying my small tribute of 
admiration to a man who, by his kindness and gentleness, 
had endeared himself to the whole force, and in the end 
died administering to their wants.” 

General Primrose also brought to notice the gallant 
conduct of Ijieutenant W. St. L. Chase, 28th Bombay 
Infantry, who, under a “ heavy fire carried a wounded 
man from the front into a place of safety,” also of 
Private Ashford, 7th Fusiliers, who accompanied and 
remained with Ijieutenant Chase, These afterwards 
received the Victoria Cross. 

In the course of the next fcAv days some correspon- 
dence took place between Ayub Khan .and Colonel St. 
John with regard to Ijieutenant Hector Maclaine, who 
was a prisoner in the camp of the former, and who was, 
Ayub stated, treated with every consideration. An 
effort was made to effect an exchange of Ijieutenant 
Maclaine for the son of the Sartip, but to this proposal 
Ayub Khan refused to consent. 

Meanwhile the investment of Kandahar continued 
and the enemy kept up a daily artillery fire from Picquet 
Hill, the deserted British head-quai'ters, and l)eh 
Khati to the south of the city. But the i^arrison, 
already encouraged by their success in the sortie of the 
15th, were further cheered by the news that a relieving 
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force was being collected at Quetta ami that a strong 
division under Sir Frederick Roberts was imucliing 
towards Kandahar from' Kal)ul. At first tliis news 
seemed only to cause the enemy to redouble their 
efforts to entrench their position, i)ut at length on the 
24th August a great commotion was <)bserved in the 
Afghan camp. Guns were seen moving towards Haba 
Wali, and hundreds of horsemen crossed the knolls near 
Gundigan. At 10 o’clock in the day it became evident 
that the enemy had broken up their cavnp, and were 
making for the Khakrez route, A Gliil/.ai wlvo hatl 
been sent out by Colonel St. John to Kushk-i-Nakhnd 
and had been made prisoner, came in this day, and 
stated that the ff/mzis had dispersed, tliat the guns from 
the (ieneral’s garden had been withdrawn, and tliat the 
army was going to Paha Wali ; also that there had 
been an altercation on the previous day between Ayub 
and the ^'/lazh' about assaulting the city. The cause of 
this disturbance was tire news tliat a British force had 
arrived at Kalat-i-(4hilzai, and tliat vVbdur Balirnan had 
been declared Amir at Kabul, 

In eonsequence of this information, on the following 
day the Assistant Quartermaster-General, with a party 
of tlie Poona Horse, rode out to reconnoitre, and found 
Baba Wali strongly held, but the country round (juite 
deserted. Passing through Deh Khwaja the bodies of 
Colonel Newport, Captain Cruickshank and others were 
found, and on the return of the party to Kandaliar 
arrangements were made for their burial. On tlu; same 
day Major V’andeleur of the 7th Fusiliers died of his 
wounds, received during the sortie of the 1.5th August. 

At length, about 12 noon on the 27th .August, a 
heliograph was seen flashing in the east ; communication 
was ^flicult at first owing to the dense liazc, but when 
established it was ascertained that General Ckiugh was 
at Robat, wdth two regiments of Bengal Cavalry, 'fhe 
Assistant Quartermaster- General rode out with Colonel 
St. John and aiTived there at 5.30 p.m,, and thus 
established communication with the advance guard of 

85 
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END OF THE SIEGE 

Sir Frederick lloberts’s force. The Assistant Quarter^ 
master-Ceneral remained at Robat until the next day, 
and saw the IJengal Di vision inarch in. 

With the arrival of the llcngal force in the neigh- 
bourluKid of Kandahar the trj ing four weeks of siege 
were hrouglit to an end. Tlie garrison had meanwhile 
suffered biith from wounds in action and from disease, 
and from tJie 28th July to the 1st September there w^ere 


admitted into hospital — 

Hitdc. Wounded. 

Kuvo[)o;in 'JYoops . . . , . 187 8<5 

Nalivt* i? • ‘ • - ‘ 

o27 189 

'lotiil . , . 896 


It has already been mentioned that at the beginning 
of the siege the general health of the men improv'^ed 
under the influence of the excitement which the presence 
of tlie enemy caused. Eater on, however, it began to 
decline, owing to tlie usual causes whicli affect the health 
of besieged garrisons — the want of fresh vegetables, 
acc’umulation of large numbers of men and animals in a 
limited space, etc. 

The fighting men had luilf an ounce of lime-juice 
daily until the 2.5th ^Xugust, when the supply became 
exhausted. Great attention was paid to sanitation by 
the medical ofhcei-, Surgeon- Major J. Arnott, appointed 
to that special duty, and by Colonel G. F. Beville, the 
Fi‘ovo.st-Marshal ; but owing to the villages in the 
immediate viranity being occupied by the enemy, whose 
fire reached up to the walls, it was difficult to convey 
dead animals and general debris to any distance from 
the city, and there w'as consequently much diflficulty in 
keeping the city and environs clean. 

Before relating the incidents of SirFrederick Roberts’s 
relieving march, w^e must pause to notice in a few words 
the course of events on the southern line of coinniunica- 
tions after the receipt of news of the Maiw'and disaster. 

This intelligence reached Major R. Westmacotti , 
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Hoad Commandant, on the 28th July, and at 11 a.m, 
on that day comm unication with Kandaliar ceased. 
Working parties were immediately put on to strengthen 
the defences of Chaman, all the smaller posts were 
withdrawn to that place, and cvc-ry prc'paration made to 
resist attack. 'The whole country Avas in a turint)il of 
hostility, and repoits w^ere riie of a projected niglit 
attack on Chaman, but although the post was tired on 
and an effort w'us made by tlie tribesmen to waylay a 
convoy in the Khojak Pass on tin; 8rd August, yet it 
Avas safely conducted to (Jiatnan by Major VVestma{;ott. 
and no further attack Avas mafle. 

The telegraph Avirc had meariAvhile been cut, and it 
was not until the 13th August that Major W'estmacott 
AA^‘lS able again to relay it to Kala Abdulla. It was 
again cut on the 15th but repaired f he same day, and 
IMajor Westmacott having w^arned the villagers on both 
sides of the Khojak that tliey AAmuld be held responsible 
for its preservation, it Avas not again intei fcred with. 

No further noticeable incident occurred until tlie end 
of the month, and on the CA'cning of tlie 31st the adA'ance 
ca\7ilry brigade of (icncral JUiayre’s j’clieving force, 
under Jlrigadier-General H. C. Wilkinson, reached 
(iatai, and moved IbrAvard next day to aa aids Kandahar. 
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THE MAIUM OF I’HK KABHUKANDAIIAK FOIlCFi:, UNDER SIR 
FREDERICK ROBEim, AND THE HA’ITLE OF KANDAHAR 

As already related in a pi-evious chapter, the news of 
the disastrous defeat of General Binrows’s brij^^ade at 
Mai wand, and of the consequent withdrawal of the 
Kandahar force within the walls of that city, reached 
Kabul by telegiaph on the 28th July. 

It was at once perceived by Generals Sir Donald 
Stewart and Sir Frederick Roberts that the relief of 
General Primrose by way of Sind could only be carried 
out with delay and difficulty at that season of the 
year ; and they therefore considered the possibility of 
rendering assistance by the movement of troops from 
Kabid. Accordingly, when called upon by the Viceroy 
for his opinion, Sir Donald Stewart did not hesitate to 
counsel the immediate despatch of a ft)rce from Kabul, 
under the command of 1 Jeutenant-General Sir F. 
Roberts, to accomplish the object in view, and insisted 
on the necessity of selecting the pick of the troops 
under his command with the most efficient transport, 
thus making every effort to ensure the success of the 
undertaking. 

The ncAvs of the decision of the Government of India 
to follow^ this advice was received on the 3rd August. 
It w'as decided that the force should leave Kabul on 
the 8th August, that being the earliest possible date, 
and it was estimated that Kandahar would be reached 
on the 2nd September. 


518 
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Meanwhile, during the last week of July, the 
negotiations which had l)een for some time pro(?eetling 
with Sardar Abdur Rahman, with a view to placing 
him on the throne of Kabul, had advaiured satisfactorily 
towards a conclusion. It was now decided that liis 
assistance .should he openly asked in obtaining supplies 
for the force winch was ai)out to march against Ayub. 
Since, however, at such a crisis it w'ould have been 
unsafe to place too much reliance on Afglnm assurances 
of aid, every effort was made to ensure, l)y careful 
preparation, complete independence in tlie e-x edition of 
the mov^ements contemplated. 

The following paragraphs, dealing with the nature of 
the proposed undertaking and with the measures taken 
to ensure its success, are taken from a paper read liy 
Lieutenant-Colonel E. F. Chapman, the (’hief ol‘ Sir F. 
Roberts’s Stafl’, at the Royal United Service Institution 
on the 9th March, 1881 : 

“ A march conducted without a base of operations 
or communuaitions of any kind through a hostile 
(;ountr}^ and towards a point presumably in the pos- 
session of an enemy w'ho hud been reeeutiy successful, 
could only be warranted by such necessity as had 
arisen ; in this instance, how'ever, the w'isdorn wdiich 
prompted the measure, and the courage which executed 
it, sprang of experience and of the confidence w’^hich 
claims success as certainty. 

“ The result justified the conception, and the march 
from Kabul to Kandahar has been recognised as a great 
achievement. It will be remembered that at the time 
it was undertaken, and until a crushing defeat had been 
inflicted upon Ayub Khan at Kandahar itself^ the 
movement was condemned in no measured terms by 
military critics, its originatoix being judged to have 
acted in complete disregard of the principles of military 
science. With troops, however, trained and equipped 
as were those selected for the undertaking, a commander 
may, humanly speaking, anticipate success in any 
eufeiprise. 
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“ It is important to draw attention to the quality of 
the troops constituting the corps (Carnee from which 
Sir Frederick Roberts’s force w-as drawm, to lay stress 
on their superior pliysique, and to recall the fact that 
officers and men had gone through together the 
training of a lengthened period of active service. 
It is not too mucli to say that, in fighting power 
and intelligence, the troops in (piestitm could not be 
surpassed, whilst their e(|uipment was in the very 
higliest order. 

“ The measures of thoughtful jireparation carried 
on during the few days that remained to Sir Frederick 
Roberts before tlie movement commenced may be 
classed under two heads : 


(1) The selection of the troops, followers, and 

l)aggage animals. 

(2) The survey and completion of eejuipment. 


“ No record of the work thus undertaken w'ould be 
complete whit^h did not set forward very prominently 
the self-al)negation and high military capacity evinced 
by Lieutenant-General Sir Donald Stewart, who was 
in supreme command at Kabul, and who, w'ithout 
reference to the difficult task of withdrawal by the 
Khyber, which was to be his share of the programme, 
placed unreservedly at Sir F. Roberts's disposal the 
entire resources of the Nortl) Afghanistan Field Force, 
in transport and equipment: nor W'^ould it be possible 
to pass by without respectful recognition the singleness 
of purpose and true genius with which the two com- 
manders devoted themselves to perfect the machinery 
which it was intended to employ in the execution of a 
difficult enterprise. The spirit they evinced became the 
leading principle that guided all ranks in the task of 
preparation. 

“ It is hard to appreciate fully the difficulties which 
beset a commander in the selection of troops for special 
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THE NATIVE TROOl’S 

service ; it is at tlie same time important, in reviewing 
the duty wdiicdi devolved on Sir r'redcrick Roberts 
when called on to name particular regiments for the 
service in hand, to recognise that the exceptional 
hardships and dilKculties involvetl in the undertaking 
were exactly understood by the rank and file of the 
army. 

“ The sentiment with w'hicli the iiT\uouncement that 
a force would march to Kandaliar was re(*ei\ ed was 
that of a strong sense of duty, rather than the 
enthusiasm of troops who had their reputation to make. 
\’"ery many of tlie corps serving at Kabul, more especi- 
ally native cr)rps, had betai for two years al)seivt from 
their homes ; they had seen a good deal of fighting, and 
had suffered hea\ y losses in action and through sickness, 
'fhe native ti'oops in Northern Afghanistan had wel- 
(!omed the possibility of an early Avithdrawal to India, 
and very justly felt themseh'es entitled to rest. It w'as 
not with eager desire tliat the lionour of iTiandiing to 
Kandahar was sought for, and some (Commanding 
offi(cers of experience judged rightly the temper of 
their men when they represented, for the (rencral’s 
eonsid(^ration, the claim of tlie regiments they com- 
manded to he relieved as soon as ])ossihlc from field 
service. I lay stress oji tlvis fact, and claim I'or those 
ollicers who subordinated their own wishes in the 
interest of the soldiers they eoiiunanded, as also for 
the General who acted on their representations, an 
insight into the character of our native troops the 
result of long experience. 

“ It is not easy to estimate the confidence created 
by such knowledge as was thus brought to hear ou 
the question of selection, nor rightly to describe the 
sense of duty and of absolute trust in their commauders 
which marked the behaviour of the troops at this 
time. 

“The enthusiasm which carried Sir Frederick 
Roberts’s ftn'ce wdth exceptional rapidity to Kandahar 
Was an after-growth evolved by the enterprise itself, 
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and came as a response to tJie unfailing spirit which 
animated the leader himself.” 

On the 3rd August the detail of the force placed 
under the command of Sir Frederick Roberts for the 
relief of Kandahar, and styletl the Kabul-Kandahar 
Force, was published as follows : 




Staff 

70 

... 


(kivalry. 




9th QiKHni’s Koyal liaiicors^ Iiieutonaiit- 
(.^^loiurl II, A. liiishnicui 

19 

318 


;}r<i ilen^al Cavalry, Lieutmiaiit-Coloiiel 
A. R. 1). Maokoii/ie . . . , 

7 

... 

394. 

;lr(l Piiiijalt (Vivalry, Major A. Vivian 

9 

... 

408 

( oiitral India llorse^ Liijiitiviiant-Coloncl 
C. Marlin 3 , c.n. ..... 

11 

i 

495 



818 

1,297 

Artillery. 




0-8, K. A., Mountain llattory. Major 
J. C‘, llobinson ..... 

fi 

95 

139 

11-9^ R.A., Mountjiin Hatter v.. Major 
J. M. Douglas , . ... 

0 

95 

139 

No. 2 Monntiiin Hattery (Derajat), Major 
G. iSw lnley 

i ^ 

i 

... 

t 1 

140 


i 

I 


17 


190 


418 
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i lililTlSK. 

N \l 1 V K . 


1 (MViccis, 

Xon-corn- 

otliivrs 

( 

Nt'll cnlJl- 

ottiiiors 


! 

aiui MUiM. 

1 uimI iitiiii. 

/ 1 ,s ^ in/mt try - 1 ? rigad ier -( J ei le ra 1 

! ' " 



If. Macplierson, c.n. , v.v. 

1 



J)i2iid 11 ighhi riders, Lieutenjiri K olonel 




(1. H. Parker 

P) 

051 

4 * # 

"Jf‘3rd (Punjab) Ib'oneers, Lieutenant- 




(■olonel ll. (.’ollett. .... 

! B 


70! 

24th Ihiiijfi}) Infantry, Colonel F. H. 

Norman 

2ikI (Prince of IPales’s Own) Ourkhas, 

i 

! 7 

i 



Lieutenant -(’olonel A. Ikittye 

7 

... 

501 


41 

(;.5i 

! ,777 

2nd infantry liriyade — Hrigadier-< ienerul 




l\ n. Paker, c.n. 




72nd Miglibinders, Lieutenfnit-( ‘olonel 




F. Brown low 

2:5 

7«7 

. . . 

2rifl Sikli Infantry, Lieu!.enaiit-(.’oloael 

d. d. Boswell 

ilrd Sikh Infantry, Lie iiteiianM olonel 

7 

... 

012 

(t. Noel-Money 

5th (riirklifis, Lieutenant-Colonel A. 

7 

... 

570 

Fitzhugh ...... 

B 


501 


45 

7B7 

' 1,740 

1 

•In/ liifanfry llriga<lier-( General 




(■, M. Ma<;(rregor, e.u., c..s.r-, im.k. 




2-fiOth Rifles, Lieutenant-Colonel d. .1. 
Collins ...... 

15th Sikhs, Lieutenants 'olonel O. K. 

21 

010 

... 

Hennesse)' 

10 

• • • 

(J5() 

4th (lurkhas, LieutenauK rilonel F. F, 
Roweroft ...... 

25th Punjab Infantry, Colonel d. VV. 

7 

... 

0:47 

lloggaii ...... 

a 

... 

020 


40 

010 

i,!n« 

^ I'oTAli . 

274 

2,502 

7,5 Jl 


N.B. -These numbers were ultiiniitely 8]i.i>*]jtly increiised by the disehiirge 

sick men from hospital, ^ivin^ n total of all hglitijig raiiks, Kuropeau find 
t),987 men. 

Si'ir J). Stewart’s force, marching in the opposite direction in tlie spriiig^, 
»iuiibered 5,414 of all lighting ranks. 
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I'he following appointments were made to the 
Staff: 

LieuteniiTit-C’olonel K. F. Chapman, n.A., (!hief of the Staff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. A. lAK*khart, d.a.o. 

(.•olonel A. < '. Johnson, h.a., r .. u . A . 
liieutonant-Cxiloiiel JK. Perkins, k.e,, o.r.e. 

Major R. Kennedy, 

Major G. de i'. Morton, a.a.o. 

CapUiin the Horn ('. Dutton, 

Miijor Boyes, o.a.a.o. 

Major Dastinjjcs, Principal Political Officer. 

Deputy Surgeon General Manhury, Principal Medical Officer. 

Major R. < -onihe, 1 0th Hussars. 

Captain A. 1). Macp’ei?or, 02nd Highlanders. 

( aptain Gaselee, ii.s.c. 
lAeiitenant Spnitt, R.n. 

Major Prctynian, h.a., a.d.c. and (’omriiandant at head-(piarters. 

Major Cowie, n.A., C’onirnissury of Ordnance. 

The C'omniissariiit .•irid Transport Staffs (respectix ely 
under Major A. II. Badcook and Tjieiitenant-Colonel 
R. C. IjOw) included the following officers : 

f ^(ymnrhmriat , Transport, 

('iiptinn A. 1\ Rind, it.s.r'. ; ( Captain W, A. Wynter, 22nd Foot. 

Lieutenant C. M. Fitzgerald, j ,, G. H, Klliot, n.s.c. 

„ H. M. Haukes, n.s.c. j ,, G. R. Macgregor, n.s.o. 

,, Lyons Montgomery, B.s.c. ! Lieutenant K. Booth, liJlrd Foot. 

j ,, 11. J. FI verson , 2nd Foot. 

I „ R. B. Fisher,] 0th Hussiirs. 

,, R. H. Wilson, 10th Hussiivs. 

! ,, G. C. Rohertstni, ffth Imot. 

The transport included 1,589 yabus (Afghan ponies), 
4,511 mules, 1,149 ponies, 912 donkeys, and 6 camels 
with hospital equipment. 

I'he hospital was accompanied by 2,192 bearers, 
115 doolies and 821 dandies, besides 286 ponies, 
43 donkeys, 3 bullocks, and the 6 camels from the 
transport enumerated above. Commanding officers 
were warned to communicate with the Chief Director 
of Transport and to exchange such of their regimental 
baggage animals as were unfit for continued work. 

The scale of baggage and camp equipage allowed, 
after some modifications, was finally fixed as follows : 

To every Kiirojican officer (this alloivaiiee to include 

camp equipmoiit) , 1 mule 

• To ff officers for mess . . . . . . . 1 ,, 

To each staff* officer on account of authorised office . (50 lb. 
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t*. 

j*»RirisH riioops. 


A<ljutaiit*s Onice . . . . . 

Quartermaster’s Oflice ...... 

Payniaster’s Offiee ....... 

To eacli eornpaiiy for liooks ..... 

For carria^^e of line f^ear of iiioimtt'il oflfirers 

Carriage of arnionrer’s tools 

For Quartermaster’s stores ...... 

Kntreuehing tools, infantry ..... 

Kit allowanee per man ...... 

For public and private ftdlowtn’ .... 

(('amp equipage was ?JOt taken for followers, [uiblic 
or^u'ivate. ) 

Cooking pots according to K.ahiij .s(!ale, per troop or 
company ........ 

Per troop or company for carriage of arms of sick 


80 lb, 

«0 ,, 

80 „ 

20 ,, 

2 mules, 

I mule. 
100 lb. 

12 mules. 
21 lb. 

10 „ 


240 lb. 

1 mule. 


< 'tjvffin/. 

(amp equipage for veterinary store.s . 

EiitreiuVIn ng tools (ca\'alry) .... 

Armoiirer’.s, farrier’s and saddler’.s sboj>s (cavalry) 

M ule pwAr/Av per troop, company «>r battery 

Oamp Eqvipiigv. 

each sepoy pdf of tw'O tents .... 

„ „ War ,, ,, 

„ ,, MountaiJi Haitery tent .... 

NATIVE I’ROOPS. 

i-nvahy. 

'riie native eavalry rnarclied with their regimeiilal ponies only, for the 
conveyance of camp equipage, equipment, and coo king- l]acb regiment 
received aninials from the IVansport Department for bosj/ital and suppliers 
as lV)llt)>vH : 

For armourers, farriers, and saddlers . . . .8 mules. 

For ofllcers . ,80 lb. 

For each bazaar, two hmiias or attendants were allow ed ; these w'ere 
j>ei*mitted to take one mule or pony for requisite supplies. 

For tire carriage of arms of sick one mule was allow ed per squadron. 


2 mules. 
I mule. 
8 mules, 
o 


. 45 num, 

. 25 „ 

• 10 » 


Infantry. 


For each native oflieer, inclusive of camp equipage 

. .‘50 lb. 

(Medical subordinates to rank ivs native oilicers.) 
For each native soldier, inclusive of (uimp equipage 

• 20 „ 

For each public and private follower . 

Armourer s tools 

. 10 „ 

1 niulo. 

Cookmg pot a. 


For ea<dr native ofTicer 

. 10 lb. 

For each company 

. 160 lb. 

(Jfficcr.s ... .... 

. 80 „ 

For carriage of arms of sick per company . 

Ba^eUir as ter cavalry. 

. 1 mule 
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The Kpeeiaf pimimr equipmmt of Fioneerii, 
Quartcririaster's stores 250 lb. 

For Monntain Batferies. 

Quartennaster's stores 130 „ 

Mole pukhals per troop or company. 2 per battery . 1. 

None but authorised officers’ cliargers were taken, but 
to admit of officers being mounted v'lien on baggage 
guard, officers commanding Jiritisli infantry regiments 
were allowed to arrange for three ponies, the property 
of officers accompanying the regiment. 

Officers’ attendants were restricted to one personal 
servant, one groom for each horse, and one servant for 
every three officers in mess. 

'^I'he supplies taken were as follows : 

Fur British Troopa {in re;p7tienfat vhurgn). 

'I'ea, su^^ar, rum , salt 30 days. 

IVi’cscrvcd jiieat ........ 2 ,, 

lirciid-stulf. . . . . . . - is 

AUa for followers o .*> 

For Niitive Troops nnd Foflowers (m rfijimentul eharpe). 

Hum (for men who drink spirits) . . . .0 days. 

Atin . , . . . . . . . .5 

bhat and .silt . . . . . . . . 30 ,, 

Sheep - Kslimated ref|iiireineiits fur 10 days. 

t 'oinniissariaf reserve. 

Army fo(»d 500 lb. 

Linie-juif^e 200 gallons. 

iVe.served vogetiibles (all that ivoro available. ) 

Bakeries and butcheries, witli other necessary com- 
missariat establishment, as detailed by the Deputy 
Commissary-Clencral, accom})anied the column. 

The (juestion of the amount and the nature of the 
artillery force wliicli it would be advisable to attach to 
the divisi<>n, was one nhich had been the subject of 
much anxious consideration. In his telegram of the 
.‘kd August conveying his approval of the arrangements 
for the march from Kabid, tlie Commander-in-Cbief 
expressed the opinion that, Ayub having thirty -six guns 
including a battery of breech-loaders, “mountain 
artillery is not sufficient to cope with Ayub’s artillery, 
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which is admirably served.” Other considerations, how- 
ever, induced him afterwards to modify this opinion, as 
described in the following paragraphs of Sir Frederick 
Robei’ts’s despatcli : 

“ In tlie detail of the forces it will he noted tliat tlie 
strength in artillery was not in ])roportion to the 
strength of the other branches. Ilut there Avere strong 
reasons which made it desirable that the artillery vvitli 
the column should consist only of mountain batteries. 
The whole question was one of grave importance, and 
it was not without due consideration decided that tlie 
force should proceed to Kandahar unacatompanied by 
wheeled artillery. 

“ The object was to reach Ivandahai’ in the shortest 
possible time ; and it Avas not improbable that the main 
road Avould have to be left, should the Afghan army at 
Kandahar endeavour to make its way towards Cihay.ni and 
Kabul by the A^alleys of the Arglumdab or the Arghastan, 

‘‘ The nature ol‘ the ground throughout Afghanistan 
is sucli that artillery can ucaxt be safely employed Avith 
cavalry alone, unsupported by infantry. Nor is rapidity 
of movement so mucli required of art illery in countries 
like Afghanistan, as the power of being alile to operate 
over the most difficult ground Avithout causing delay to 
the rest of the troops.” 

'riicse reasons, united Avith the f;ict that a heavy 
battery as well as horse artillery would join the force at 
Kandahar, finally led to the decision that no AAdieeled 
carriage shouhl accompany the Kabul- Kandahar Column. 

At length, on Saturday, the 7th August, the 
arrangements for the march of the force were (ximplete 
and its approximate strength then stood as follows : 


British troops (iiicliuling officers) 3,836 ) 
Native „ , . . . 7,151 j 

. 9,{)H7 

Staff officers’* horses .... 

199 

Cavalry horses ..... 

. 1,779 

Artillery mules 

4-50 

Followers 

. 7,000 

Transport animals .... 

. 6,000 
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Meanwhile such of the troops as had been selected 
to form part of the Kandahar Column from the 3rd 
Division, Northern Afghanistan Field Force, or the 
columns at a distance from Kabul, had moved to within 
easy reach of that city on the 5th August. Tlie next 
day the Cavalry Brigade under General Hugh Gough 
went into camp on the Bimaru plain, while the 
1st Infantry Brigade, under General Macpherson, 
camped on the grassy j)lain between Siah Sang and 
Sherpur ; the 2nd Infantry Brigade moved into Sherpur 
cantonments and the 3Td Infantry Brigade encamped 
close to the Bala Hissar. 

On Sunday, the 8th August, the march began, the 
Cavalry Brigade moving to Chaharasia, the 1st and 3r<J 
Infantry Brigades to Beni Hissar, and the 2nd Brigade to 
Indaki. The force was, however, not yet complete ; 
11-0, Royal Artillery (3rd Brigade), ami the Central India 
Horse (a wing from each of tiie tAvo regiments) were 
moving by forced itiarches up the Khyber line. The 
battery joined its brigade on tlie evening of the 8th, and 
a wing of the Central India Horse on the same day, 
but the other Aving Avas delayed at Butkhak by a flood, 
which rendered the river impassable, and only caught up 
the Cavalry Brigade at Saiadabad on the evening of the 
0th August. 

Momentous as were the issues involved in the under- 
taking, j'^et the march itself from Kabul to Kandahar 
Avas not marked by suflicient incident to necessitate 
a detail of its daily progress. The folloAving extract 
from the Divisional Order Book (which was quoted by 
Colonel Chapman in the lecture above mentioned) may 
be inserted as indicating the plan adopted during the 
earlier stages of the march : 

“‘A^o. 10. Camp, Zurgiinshahur, Aitgusi 10th, 

1 880. — When two or mox'e brigades march together, the 
folloAving will be the order of march : 

1. Troops constituting the fighting line, Avith the first 
reserve of ammunition, rations, and cooking-pots 
for European regiments, doolies, and dandies. 
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2. Field Hospitals. 

Ordiianee l^ark. 

■^rreasiire. 

Engineer Park. 

I..ed horses. 

The baggage of brigades massed, and moving in 
the order of niov^ement of corps. 

3. The rear guard as may be detailed. 

The baggage will be controlled in brigades by 
brigade traiisport oflicers. 

All followers, with the exception of officers’ -sy/m’ 
and cooks accompanying British regiments, 
will remain with the baggage, and will be 
under the control of the Provost- Marshal and 
his establishment.’ ” 

Witli reference to tlie rate of marching, Colonel 
Cliapman says: 

“ Although halts were oi’tlered at I’egular intcrx als, it 
was found impossible to assimilate the pace and preserve 
ii regular rate of marcliing. W’hen the Highlanders led 
the column the Gurkhas were worn out by their efforts 
to keep up, and when tlie Gurkhas were in front the 
pace became generally .so slow as to I'atigue the 
I'liiropeans and the Sikhs ; yet it Avas very important for 
brigade commanders to striA C at a uniform rate of 
inarching, and to adhere to the halts of 10 minutes 
ordered at tlie end of each hour of march, as well as the 
breakfast halt of 20 minutes fixed for H o’clock. 

“ It will be readily understood that the collection 
and distribution of food, fuel, and forage, together 
with the establishment of markets within the limits of 
each brigade wffiere the inhabitants might find a sale 
for articles of supply, necessitated an elaborate system ; 
the work of marching, camping, and supply rested, 
however, with no inexperienced soldiers ; it was not 
very often during the entire length of the march to 
Kandahar that the British troops had to substitute 
(hupafties for the regular bread ration, and no instance 
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was brought to notice in which either a soldier or a 
follower failed to receive his ration. The principle 
applied in inarchiTig, in the formation of camps, as well 
as in the distribution of supplies and forage, was that 
each individual in the moving body should, as far as 
possible, depend upon his own exertions. In the forma- 
tion of camps, the positions of brigade and regimental 
head-quarters were, as far as was practicable, the same 
on each da}'^, and were readily recognised ; everything 
was left to regimental agency, and action in brigade 
was rarely necessary. A snfficien(,*y of wood for the 
bakeries attached to British regiments was obtained 
with the greatest difficulty ; the countiy is almost 
devoid of trees, and excej)t near villages and when it 
was possible to take the roofs off' the houses, strong 
fatigue parties had to be told off to dig up the roots of 
the aonthcrti rvood and shrubs which fortunately 
abounded. A fair price was invariably paid for the 
wood, and it was found that the inhabitants were for 
the most part willing to sell their houses ; the native 
troops were, however, most frequently reduced to 
collecting the roots of the southern wood, and on it 
the followers depended for fuel. 

“After leaving the TjOgar Valley, water was, as a 
rule, only found at more or less extended interx’als. This 
caused much difficulty in selecting the site of each 
day’s eneamp)neut, with due regarcl to the length of 
the march and the presence of a sufficient supply of 
water. 

“ Ijong stretches of desert, had often to be traversed 
without a drop of water, causing great inconvenience 
and suffeiing to man and beast marching under a 
burning sun. Fortunately, wdien a stream was found, 
the water, as far as Kalat-i-Ghilzai, was generally good 
and fairly plentiful. The climate showed great varia- 
tions of temperature between day and night, at times 
as much as 80'". The sun was throughout the day very 
powerful, and the niglits comparatively cold until Kan- 
dahar itself was nearly reached. This caused great 
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inconvenience to the troops, who had to march in the 
same clothes wlieu the thermometer was nearly at 
freezing point as when it reached 110'’. 'riiey also 
suffered greatly froin constant sand-storms, and from 
the suffocating dust raised by the column on the 
march. It must also be noticed tliat the moon was 
in its first quarter when we left Kabul : the comft)rt 
derived from its light after a weary day’s march, and in 
the preparation for an early start, cannot be over- 
estimated.” 

To turn to the diary of the march and to such 
details as need special noticie. 

August %th . — Cavalry Brigade from Cdiaharasia to 
Saiadabad. 1st Infantry Brigade from Beni Hissar 
to Saiadabad (14 miles). 2nd Infantry Brigade from 
Indaki to Saidabad. 3rd Infantry Brigade from Beni 
Missar to Saidabad. 

Auipifft lOf/i. Cavalry Brigade coTitinued its marc!h 
on the left bank of the Logar River, arid, })assing thi-ough 
the Tangi Wagajan, reached a point in the open country 
opposite Hisarak. 'Ihe 1st and 3rd Infantry Brigades 
and divisional head-quarters mareJied along the right 
bank to near Zargunshahar (12 miles), wliilst tiie 2nd 
Brigade, following a road nearer the rix er, continued 
past Zargunsliahar another 4 miles to Dadu Kliel. 

AugiiM \\t.h . — Cavalry Brigade to Barak-i- Barak, 
along the left hank of tlie Logar, xml IJnai Saiadan 
and Dell Moghalan. 1st and 3rd Infantry Brigades 
to Patkao-Roghani (17 miles). 2nd Infantry Brigade 
crossed the l..ogar near Dadu Khel and marched 
over a pass across the low range abutting on the river 
from the west to Barak-i-Barak. 

Atigmt Vith . — Cavalry and 2nd Infantry Brigades 
across the T^ogar at Ursak or Warsak, i.e. the spur 
1|- miles west of Amir Kala, and over the Zam- 
burak Kotal to near Saidabad (10 miles). 1st 
Infantry Brigade to Warsak, near Amir Kala (11 miles). 
3rd Infantry Brigade to Amir Kala. 

Opposition was expected at the Zamburak Kotal, 

36 
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but none was met. 'Fhe kotal, however, itself presented 
a serious obstaele to the progress of tlie baggage 
animals,' and, though the cavalry got most of their 
animals over the pass that day, the whole of the 
baggage of the 2nd Brigade had to halt at Warsak, and 
the brigade had to bivouac without tents or baggage at 
Saidabad. One hundred men of the 5th (iurkhas 
held the puss during the night, and next morning 
recovered tlie baggage of the Cavahy Brigade which had 
been left behind. The thermometer showed 92“ in the 
tents, although the height of the camp at Warsak was 
6,800 feet above tlie sea ; the night, however, wsis eold, 
especially on the summit and at Saidabad. 

— Cavalry and 2nd Brigades to Jakin, 
near Haidar Khel. 1st Bi*igade over the Zamburak 
Kotal to Haidar Khel (16 miles). 8rd Brigade up 
the liOgar Ri\'er, through the Tangi Wardak to the 
junction of the new Shonaz stream, and up it to Haidar 
Khel. 

Au^usl 14///. — The whole division concentrated at 
Sliashgao (11 miles). 

On this day the wliole force started at the same 
hour, 4 a.m. \ block wjis caused about 3 miles from 
Jakin by all the troops and baggage having to converge 
upon one narrow road, and the rear brigades were con- 
sequently delayed two hours ; after this, however, the 
road widened, and, the country being open, the troops 
moved along rapidly on a broad front. J’he rear guai’d 
got in at 6 p.m. 

August lath. — d'o Ghazni (15 miles — a total of 
89 miles in seven days). The Slier Dahan Pass was 
crossed after being seized by a mixed advance guard. 
This was the only day until Kandahar was reached that 
the cavalry did not perform the entire duties of advance 
guard. At Ghazni Sir Frederick Roberts was met by 
the Governor, and received from him the keys of the 

' llie Zamibunik Pass was crossed in the opposite dire<.*tion by tvyo 
brigades of Sir 1). Stewart’s force, each accompanied by a battery of wheeled 
artillery, on the 1st and 2iid IVl ay. 
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city gates. The force encamped on the plain to the east 
of 'Ghazni, between the city and the suburb of Roza. 

A battalion occupied the citadel during the day 
while supplies were being eollectcd in tiie tow'u, and 
guards and sentries were placed in and around Ghazni. 

Auffust lath. -'I'o Ergatte (20 miles). 

The 3rd Brigade followed tlie main road, and was 
joined by the 2nd Brigade, which had folJow'ed a line 
of its owji across country to the west. 

The Cavalry Brigade were in ad\ ance of all, the 
whole starting at 4.30 a.m. 'I'he baggage followed its 
respective brigades, and the rear was brought up by 
the 1st Brigade, immediately preceded by its baggage. 
I’he road was a fairly good one, but as the entire force 
had to move by but one road for two-thirds of the 
distam;e, progress was slovv^ I'he baggage animals 
were now beginning to show signs of distress from 
continuous marciiing, and tlie above causes, added to 
the length of the march and a severe dust-storm, 
which blew during the afternoon, much delayed 
progi'ess, so that the rear guard did not reac'h camp 
at Ergatta till 9 p.m. 

At Nani the force diverged from the road, and the 
baggage animals were unloaded and alloAved to graze 
for a couple of hours in the surrounding fields. But 
for this timely and judicious halt and feed, many 
animals would doubtless have succumbed to the fatigues 
of this trying march, wliich was a severe test to the 
men as well as the animals, both by reason of its length 
and of the absence of w'ater for the last 7 miles. Tlie 
crimping ground at Ergatta was bad, and the only 
Avater-supply was from a narrow but deep watercourse, 
full of treacherous quicksands, wtiich brought many of 
the baggage animals to grief, while the water was soon 
fouled by the passage of the column at several points. 

No local supplies were forthcoming; indeed none 
existed, and many of the animals remained unfed. This 
evil, however, was mitigated by the halt and feed which 
had taken place at Nani. 
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An^st 17///. — To Chardeh (13 miles). 

During this march a cavalry patrol wjis fired on, 
and at Chardeh the villagers showed considerable 
reluctance in complying with requisitions, asserting that 
they had previously been looted by ghazis. A good 
supply of forage, however, was forthcoming for the 
baggage animals. In the evening 800 men were 
sent out to seize and impress for transport purposes 
300 Poxmtduh camels from an encampment within 
siglit ; some slight resistance was offered at first, but 
eventually an amicable arrangement was arrived at and 
the camels were brought into camp, 170 of them being 
taken on by the force. 

Dn this day a letter was brouglit in by a messenger 
from the officer commanding at Kalat-i-(ihilzai, Colonel 
O. V'. Tanner, dated the 12th August, giving news 
from Kandahar up to the 8th, to the effect that the 
place was closely invested, but that the garrison had 
two months’ supplies and fifteen days’ fo?*age for the 
animals. Round Kalat-i-Ghilzai the country' was q\iiet, 
and its garrison was awaiting with confidence the early 
arrival of the Kabvd force. 

August 18///. — To Karez-i-Oba (16 miles). 

August If)///. To Mukur (14 miles). 

The cavahy covered the front of the advance, the 
infantry moving by brigades in three parallel lines, witli 
rear guards formed of two companies from each of the 
four regiments of eacrh brigade. 

August 20///. “To Kala-i-Juma (21 miles), in the 
same formation. 

August 21.s7.-— To Kajai (13 miles). 

Heliographic communication was here opened direct 
with Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and news was received of the 
sortie by the troops of the Kandahar garrison against 
the village of Deh Khojah on the 16th August, in which 
Brigadier-General Brooke and eight other British 
officers fell. 

August '22nd. — I'o Tazi (17^ miles). 

The heat fiad now noticeably increased, and the 
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march was consequently begun at 2.30 a.m. At Taxi 
the thermometer reached 96'’ in tlie tents. 

Au^.S‘t 'I’ird . — To Kalat-i-Ghilzai (10| miles, total 
225 miles in 15 days). 

The march again began at 2.30 a.m., and on airival 
at Kalat-i-Ghilzai the force encamped on tlie open plain 
between the fort and the River Tarnak. 'Fhe garrison 
here was found all well, and the commauding otKcer 
had anticipated the arrival of the column by ctolleeting 
a considerable quantity of stores and forage. 

'Fhe progress of the Kabul force had been so satis- 
factory up to this point, that Sir Frederick Roberts, 
having received reassuring reports from Kandahar, 
determined to rest his division by halting at Ivalat-i- 
Ghilzai o\'er the 24th August. The news of his arrival 
there and of his plans were announced to the Govern- 
ment of India in the following message, received at 
Simla on the 30th August : 

“ Kalat-i-Ghihai, Augiiat 23n/.-— 'Fhe force under 
my command arrived here this morning. Authorities 
at Kandahar having stated on the 17th instant that they 
have abundant supplies and can make forage last until 
the 1st September, I halt to-morrow to rest troops, and 
more especially the transport animals and camp 
followers. 

“The force ^eft Ghazni on the 10th, and has 
marched 136 miles during the last eight days. 'I'he 
troops are in good health and spirits. From this I 
purpose moving by i-egular stages, so that the men may 
arrive fresh at Kandahar. 

“ T hope to be in heliographic communication with 
Kandahar from Robat, distance 20 miles, on the 29th. 
If General Phayre reaches Takht-i-Pul, I should also 
hope to communicate with him and arrange a combined 
movement on Kandahar. 1 am taking the Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai garrison with me, making the fort over to 
Muhammad Sadik Khan, a Tokhi chief, who had 
charge of the place when we arrived in 1879. The 
present Governor, Sardar Sberindil Khan, refuses to 
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remain. We have iriet with no opposition during the 
march, and liave been able to make satisfactory arrange- 
ments for supplies, especially forage, which at this 
season is plentiful. The cavalry horses and artillery 
mules are in excellent oi’der. Our casualties to date are 
one soldier 72nd Highlanders, one sepoy 23rd Pioneers, 
one sepoy 2nd Sikhs, and two sepoys 3rd Sikhs, dead ; 
one sepoy 4th Gurkhas, two sepoys 24th Punjab 
Native Infantry, and a dafadar 3rd Punjab Cavalry, 
missing ; six (;anip followers dead and tiv'e missing. The 
missing men have, 1 fear, been murdered. 1 tele- 
graphed from (iha/iii on 15th, and from Oba Karez 
on the 13th August.” 

This halt at Kalat-i-Cihilscai was much required by 
both the troops and tlie animals, and was thoroughly 
appreciated. All the soldiers and followers were 
inspected with regard to tlieir fitness for march- 
ing further, and the I iieutenant-General visited the 
hospitals. 

As mentioned in the alK)ve message. Sir Frederick 
Roberts, being of opinion that it would be inconvenient 
to keep open communication with Kalat-i-Ghilzai for 
some time to come, determined to withdraw its gar- 
rison and to bike it on with the Kabul- Kandahar force. 
All the necessaiy arrangements for this purpose were 
made during tlie halt of the 24th August, ana the next 
morning the column was augmented by the gamson, of 
the following strength : 

3ttl Sind Horse (100 sowars). 

C-52, R.A. (2 guns). 

66tli Foot (2 coinpaiiics). 

29th Bombay Infantry (2nd Baluchis). 

British tuid niitive details. 

Aug'iist ‘24iih. — Halt. 

Augmt 25tli . — To Jaldak {15f miles). The troops 
had to march on a single line, the country being confined. 

At Jaldak a wing of the 2nd Baluchis, which had 
preceded the force by a day, had collected 700 maunds 
of flour and a large stock of bhusa. 
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Au^^st 26M.-— To Tirund.'iz (16 niiles), in the same 
fonnation. 

Here a message was received from Kandahar that 
the siege had been raised on the S.’bd, and tliat on the 
morning of the “itth Sardar jVynb Khan had struck his 
camp and retired to Mazra ovei- tlm Baba Wali Kotal 
in the Arghandab Valley, where he. was said to be 
entrenching his camp. 

Au-gnst 'iTih.—'Vo I’omazai (15 miles). 

On this date the J3rd J3engal Cavalry and 3rd Punjab 
Cavalry, the whole under Brigadier-( General IL H. 
(iough, starting at 1 a.rn., made a double march of 
miles to Bobat, and succeeded in establishing helio- 
gi’aphic communication with Kandahar. As related 
in the last chapter, Lieutenant-Colonel St. .John, the 
Resident, and Major F. ..J. S. Adams, Assistant Quai*ter- 
raaster-Cieneral, immediately rode out from Kandahar 
to (iencral Gough’s camp, and complete connection was 
thus siiccessfully restored with the garrison. 

The ne.xt morning (August 28th) tlie main body of 
the Kabul- Kandahar force marched IJ) miles to Bobat, 
the sick and weakly men being lialted half way at 
Khel-i-Akhund, under the escort of the Kalat-i-Cihilzai 
garrison. 

From information received at Bobat from Kandahar, 
and from what (general Roberts heard from other 
sources, he was led to believe that Ayub Khan in- 
tended to make a stand, and was strengthening his 
position, which was said to extend trom (Amdigan to 
Kotal -i-Murcha. 

Upon receipt of this news it was decided to make a 
halt at Bobat on the 20th August to rest both men and 
animals, and to divide the remaining distance to Kan- 
dahar (10 miles) into two short marches in order that the 
force might arrive fresh and fit for action at Kandaliar. 

Soldiers, followers, and transport animals were much 
fagged by the long and continuous marching, and some- 
what exhausted by the daily increasing heat, and many 
of the men were suffering considerably from sore feet. 
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On the whole, however, the health of the force was 
wonderfully good, and there was no sicknesss of a serious 
nature. Unfortunately, however, Sir Frederick Roberts 
was laid up with fever for several days about this period, 
and was seriously ill at a time when his mind was 
necessarily occupied by heavy and anxious work. But 
with the arri\ al at Robat the suspense and strain of the 
forced marches from Kabul were at an end ; the much 
discussed and hazardous venture had arrived within 
measurable distance of a successful termination, and at 
the head of a well-tried and hardy army the General 
could look forward witli confideiua; to the impending 
struggle with the A fghan forces. Since leaving Kabul 
the force had covered 280 miles in 20 days, or 10 
marches.' 

During the lialt of tlie 2'.)th a letter was received 
by Sir Frederick Roberts from General Phayre, dated 
Kala Abdulla, the 2fth August. He expected to leave 
that place on the 80th, and, provided that lie encoun- 
tered no greater difHculties than he had hitherto met 
with, he lioped to rea(;h Kandahar about the 8tli 
September. 

"I'he receipt of this letter from Major-General Phayre 
precluded the possibility of General Phayre’s division 
arriving at Kandahar in time to co-operate with the 
Kabul foi ce. This Sir F. Roberts much regretted, as 
he w as well aw are of the strenuous exertions that officer 
had made to relieve the beleaguered garrison, and the 
privations and hardships wdiich he and his troops had 
undergone to effect this object. He w'rote to General 
Pbayre to continue his advance, but not to knock up 
his men or transport animals by forced marches. 

On the 8()th August General Roberts’s force marched 

miles to Mohmand, and the next morning at 3.80 
it started on the remaining 12 miles to Kandahar. 
The advance guard was composed of the 3rd Bengal 
Cavalry, two guns of C-2, Royal Artillery, and the 

* For the coivditiou of the transport animals on arrival at Kandahar, see 
Appendix XXXV. 
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92nd Highlanders, and preparations were made to meet 
possible opposition in the neighbourliood of the city 
before a position eonld be occupied for the camp. 
Generals Primrose and Burrows rode out to meet Sir 
Frederick Roberts, who led his force to the southern 
face of Kandahar, in front of tlie Shikarpur Gate. 
Amving there at 8.IJ() a.m. the men breakfasted and the 
baggage animals w’ere unloaded, watered, and fed, after 
which, at 10 a.m., the 1st and Grd Brigades again 
)noved off towards tl»e camping ground. The position 
which Sir Frederick Boberts determined to take 
up was to the west of the city, with liis right on 
the cantonments and his left touching Old Kandahar, 
thus covering the city, licsides giving him the advantage 
of a good and ample supply of water, and pbuang him 
within striking distance of Ayub Khan’s camp, ’fhe 
facilities for water, in fact, rendered tlu* choicre of 
this spot almost a necessity, as no other su(‘h existed 
elsewhere, all other sources of supply having lieen cut 
off. On the other Itand, it Avas reported that, on the 
previous day, tl»e enemy had occupied the Karez Hill, 
a rocky and steep though not lofty eminence w'hich 
commands tlie cantonments and the one water-supply 
available. But on reaching this place, the advanced 
brigades found it unoccupied, and, with tlie exception 
of a few shots fired at the advance guard from distant 
orchards, no opposition was offered, and the movement 
was accomplislicd w'ithout any resistance. Nevertheless 
the camp was within the range of the enemy’s guns on 
the Baba Wali Kotal, and the best had to be made of 
the position by keeping the troops as much as possible 
under the lee of the Karez Hill. 

The baggage w^as now ordered up, with the cavalry 
and 2nd Brigade of infantry, which were at the time 
on baggage and rear guards ; and by .‘1 p.m. the 
troops were tented. The sick (940 in number) with 
Sir Frederick Roberts’s force had been accommodated 
in the hospitals in the city. 

Immediately after the camp had been established. 
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picquets were sent out to the northern spur of the 
Kohkaran Hill, the villages of Abbasabad and Chthil 
Dukhtaran Hill, the Karez and Picqnet Hills, all of 
which were occupied without opposition. But large 
numbers of Afghans were observed on the Baba Wall 
Kotal, and entrenching parties were at work on the low 
range of hills which runs south-east from the main 
ridge above the village of Ahmad Khan. 

From such a cursory examination of the ground as 
General Roberts was able to make on his arrival in the 
morning, he w^as quite satisfied that any attempt to 
cany the Baba W ali Kotal by a direct attack would 
be attended with very severe loss. He determined, 
therefore, to turn it. 

Ik) enable the T^ieutenant-General to decide how 
best this operation could be carried out, it was necessary 
to ascertain the strength and precise extent of the 
position occupied by the enemy. He was anxious to 
obtain this information without delay, and he therefore 
ordered a small column under the command of Brigadier- 
General Hugh Gough, and accompanied by Colonel 
Chapman, ji.a., Deputy Adjutant and Quartermaster- 
General, to start at once and make as complete 
a reconnaissance as possible, 'riiis column was com- 
posed of-- 

;^r(l npTi^al Cavnlry, Lif^utetiant-ColoTipl A. R. 1). Mackenzie, 

15th Sikhs^ Lieutcniint-C'olouel G. R. Uenne.s.st>y. 
ll-J), R.A, (2 

'fhe reconnaissance started at 1 p.m. from the left of 
the British position near Old Kandahar, and proceeded 
towards the high ground immediately above the village 
of (iundigan and Murghan. Here the infantry and 
guns halted, Avhile the cavalry advanced some 2 or 2-| 
miles, avoiding the numerous orchards and enclosures, 
and coming out in front of Pir Paimal village, where 
the enemy was found to be strongly entrenched. 

As soon as the enemy’s fire along this line had been 
drawn, the cav'alry fell back, while, at the same time, 
the two mountain guns of 11-9 were brought into 
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action, partly to test the range and also to check the 
enemy, who were now observed to be passing rapidly 
into the gardens near Cinndigau. General Gough’s 
reconnaissance was at this time 1,800 yards from tlie 
guns the enemy had placed near Fir Paimal. 

After a few rounds from the guns, the retirement of 
the infantry and artillery of the reconnaissance to within 
tlie line of picquets was ordered. 'I’he instant GeJieral 
enough's troops began to fall back, the enemy advanced 
in gi’eat strength and pressed the iniantry, and they 
eventually assenibled in such large numfiei s, and endea- 
voured so persistently to follow, that the whole of 
the troops of the 3rd Brigade and part of those of the 
1st were ordered to fall in. 

Just before dark some reinforcements were sent out 
from the 3rd Brigade towai’ds Kohkaran, to support the 
retirement, and by nightfall the troops were safely 
in camp, tluj object of the reconnaissance having been 
successfully actcomplished. 

Meanwhile, from about 4 p.m. till .a little before 
(lark, three guns on the Baba Vvali Kotal had kept up 
a desultory fire on the camp. Their practice was goo(l, 
and they liad got the range accurately, s(j tluit shot and 
shell were pitched all round the camp, but without 
doing any damage. This fire stoppecl entirely after 
dark. Occasional sharp outbursts of musketry tlirough- 
out the night, along the line of picquets to the 
west, showed that the enemy were present and in con- 
siderable numbers, and the picejuets were consecpiently 
strengthened during the night. 

The total casualties on the 31st August were five 
killed and fifteen wounded. The reconnaissance 
afforded Sir Frederick Roberts all the information 
that he required, and he decided to attack the enemy 
the following morning. 

As soon as the General’s plans were formed, his 
orders were issued for the troops to breakfast at 7 a.m,, 
and for one day’s cooked rations to be carried by all 
r^iks. Brigades were to be in position by 8 a.m. ; tents 
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were to be previously struck, and were to be stored with 
the kits in a walled enclosure. Officers commanding 
divisions and brigades, with the second senior officers 
of brigades, were ordered to assemble at 6 a.m. 

At the same time, in compliance with instructions 
from the Jjieutenant-General, Major-General Primrose 
directed E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, escorted by two 
companies of the 7th Fusiliers and four companies of 
the 28th Bombay Infantry, to join the Cavalry Bi'igade 
under (icneral Gough at the village of Ciundigan at 
9 a.m. on the morning of the 1st September. 5-11, 
Royal Artillery (four 4<0-prs.), foui* companies of the 
7th Fusiliers, the 4th and 19th Bombay Infantry, 
with a party t)f sappers, under Brigadier-General 
Burrows, were to take up a position at Kalachi-i- 
Haidar at 8 H.in., and remain there during the day 
for the purpose of threatening the Baba VVali Kotal 
and watching the Kotal-i-Murcha. Brigadier-General 
Daubeny with four companies of the OOth Foot and 
two companies each of the 1st and 28th Bombay 
Infantry were to relieve the Kabul Force in the line 
of picquets from Picquet Hill by Karez Hill to 
Chihil'/ina. 

On the morning of the 1st September Sir Frederick 
Roberts, who on tliat date assumed supreme command 
of the troops in Southern Afghanistan, e.xplained 
personally to the officers commanding divisions and 
brigades his plan for the day’s battle. 

Tins plan was, briefly, to threaten the enemy’s left 
on the Baba VV'^ali Kotal, while the main attack turned 
his right by the Pir Paimal village. With this object 
ill view the 3rd Infantry Brigade, which was to make 
the demonstration against the kotal, was formed up in 
rear of the low hills which covered the front of the 
British camp, while the 1st and 2nd Brigades, those 
intended for the main attack, were massed behind 
Kare/ Hill. 

The Cavalry Brigade of the Kabul Force was drawn 
up under Brigadier-General Gough in rear of the left. 
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in readiness to operate by (4undigan towards tlie bed of 
tlie Arghandab River, so as to threaten tiic rear of 
Ayub Khans canip and endanger his line of retreat 
towards Girishk and Khakrez. Fi-H, Royal Horse 
Artillery (four guns), under Major ,1. A. Tillard, two 
companies of the 2-7th F’usiliers, and four companies 
of the 28th Bombay Infantry were, as mentioned above, 
placed at the disposal t)f General Gough, whose oi-ders 
were that if, when firing begatu the ground in his front 
should be clear, he should, witli liis infantry and guns, 
occupy the position above Gundigan, which had i)een 
so useful during the reconnaissance of the previous day, 
and should then push his cavalry l)rigadt; from that 
point to the bed of the Arghandab, where he would 
close the line of retreat to the Ilelinand and touch 
that which led towards Khakrez. 

The disposition of the Bombay Di\'ision has been 
already described ; C-2, Royal ^Vrtillejy, was ordered 
to join the 1st Brigade of tlie Kabul Force, to which 
(5-8, Royal Artillery (sctrew guns), was already attached. 

Brigadier-General Nuttall’s (.‘avalry moved out at 
7.30 a.m,, and was followed at 8 a.m. by General 
Daubeny’s brigade, which occupied the ground allotted 
to it as follows : 


2 corupaiiies 1st Honibay Infantry were posted on INcquoi HiJJ. 

2 companies (>t)Ui boot on Karez Hill. 

1 company flfUli Foot between Karez Hill and l^ictiuel Hill. 

1 company 28th Bombay liibintry bet.Aveen ( bihilzina and Karez IlilL 

1 company 2Bth Bombay Infantry wateliing tiie gardeirs in left rear of 
Chihilzina. 

Shortly afterwards Brigadier - (General Buitows 
marched out and took up a strong position in the 
old cavalry and Jacob’s Rifles lines, an excellent 
position being found for ,5-11, Royal Artillery, about 
100 yards to the right of Picquet Hill. 

The dispositions above described w'ere (completed 
soon after 0 o’clock, and fire was opened from Captain 
Hornsby’s 40-prs. upon the Baba Wall Pass at about 
9.20 or 9.30 a.m., engaging the guns on the kotal. The 
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latter replied with much spirit until about noon, 
when tiiey were apparently turned against the troops 
who were attacking the Atghan right by Pir 
Paimal. 

Meanwhile it had been clear from a very early hour 
in the morning that an i>ffensive movement was con- 
templated by the enemy, who evidently regarded the 
withdrawal of General (xough’s reconnaissance on the 
previous evening as a further sm-eess to themselves, 
'riie villages of Gundigan and Gundi Mulla Sahibdad 
were held in strengtli, and a desultory tire was brought 
to bear on the British front from the orchards con- 
necting these two villages, while an ill-directed fire 
was also opened from the Baba Wali Kotal, which 
was held in force during the greater part of the day’s 
operations, 'rhis point in the enemy’s line was crowded 
with gha/is, while some of .Ayub’s regular cavalry held 
the comparatively lower hills and sloptis in front of 
the position occu})ied by the -iO-prs. of .5-11. Instead 
of ^^^aiting for the British xidvanee tlie Afghxins were 
making every preparation for a counter-attfick. and the 
mov'ement of large numbers of their troops was covered 
l)y the fire of their skirmishers from the line of the 
Gundi Mulla find Gundigan villages. 

Under these circumstances tlie xidvanee of the 
British cxivalry was necessarily dehiyed until the main 
infantry xittxick could be developed, the signxil for which 
was the opening (ire of Major Hornsby’s 40-prs. at 
about 9.80 a.m. 

The instructions given by Major-General Ro.ss, 
commxinding the Infantry Division, were that Brigadier- 
General Miicpherson with the 1st Brigade should make 
his first attack on the village of Guntli Mulla Sahibdxid, 
after which he was to clexir the enemy from the 
enclosures W’hich Ixiy between that village and the 
low spur of tire hill short of Pir Paimal. General Ross 
further ordered Brigadier-General Baker to advance in 
a westerly dii’ection, keeping touch witli the 1st Brigade 
on his right, and clearing the gardens and orchards in 
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his immediate front ; and lirigadier-General MacGregor 
was ordered to support in adrance of tlie village of 
Abbasabad, 

The batteries C-2 and 0-8 were held in readiness 
behind the Kurez Hill to c.over tlie infantiy advance, 
and at about 0.30 a.m. two guns of C-2 moved to the 
right of that hill and opened fire against the village of 
Gundi Mnlla Sahibdad ; there they were shortly after- 
wards joined by the rest of the battery, which kept up 
a fire on the village until masked by tlie advance of the 
Tst Brigade, 'fhe battery then limbered up and followed 
the 1st Brigade during the remainder of the day ; they 
came into action again on the left of the \ illage of 
Gimdi Mnlla Sahibdad, hi it the encttiy dispersed before 
they could open fire. 

The shell fire of the flatteries was ^■ery effective, but 
the enemy found co^'er in underground chamliers in the 
village of Gundi Mulla Salubdad. 'Phe infantry attiu^k 
upon this village was made by Cfolonel Battye’s 2nd 
Gurkhas and Colonel Parker’s 02nd Higli landers re- 
spectively. 'I'he remaining two regiments of Macipher- 
son’s brigade —urj, the 28rd l*ioneers under (’olonel 
Collett and the 24th Punjabis under Colonel Norman 
were in support. The village was carried in a most 
dashing style, Gurkhas and Highlanders r ieing with 
each other in the rapidity of tlieir advance. '^Fhe 
enemy M'ithdrew sullenly and slowly, a good number 
of the ghazis remaining to the last in the village to 
receive a bayonet charge of the 92nd. 

Meanwhile the 2nd Brigade under General Baker 
had been threading its way through the lanes and 
walled enclosures winch lay in their line of attack, 
and became engaged whilst clearing the orchards. 
The resistance encountered was most stubborn, the 
enemy being w'ell protected by the high mud w'alJs, 
which they had carefully loopholed. The loss suffered 
in clearing these enclosures w'as necessarily severe, and 
here I.,ieutenant-Colonel Brownlow was killed while 
gallantly leading his regiment, the 72nd Highlanders. 
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Captain St. J. T. Fronie and Ijance-Sergeant Cameron, 
of the same regiment, also fell here. 

Of the regiments of this (the 2nd) Brigade, the 
72nd Highlanders and the 2nd Sikhs had the chief 
share of the fighting. They were the two leading 
battalions, and frequently had to fix bayonets to carry 
positions or to check the determined rushes of the 
enemy. General Baker spoke in high terms of the 
gallant behaviour of these two regiments, and noticed 
especially the manner in which a charge of the enemy 
was repulsed by the 2nd Sikhs un(ler the able and 
immediate command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. 
Boswell. 

Finding that their position in the villages of Gundi 
Mulla and Gundigan W'as no longer tenable, the enemy 
now fell back, withdrawing their right towards I*ir 
I’aimal. '^fhe forward movement of Maepherson’s and 
Baker’s troops was continued, after the capture of 
Gundi Mulla Sahibdad and its surrounding gardens, 
almost without a pause, and after severe fighting these 
brigades forced the enemy back from Pir Pairaal and 
rounded the spur of the hill near that position. 

As soon as Sir Frederick Roberts heard from Major- 
(ieneral Ross of the success of the troops under his 
command, he determined to support their further 
advance by the 6rd Brigade, which had hitherto been 
drawn up in front of the village of Abbasabad. The 
capture of I’ir Paimal had brought the British in rear 
of the Baba Wali Kotal, and feeling that nothing had 
now to be feared from the enemy’s left, the Lieutenant- 
General pushed on to complete the discomfiture of 
their main position. 

“ At this stage,” writes Colonel Chapman, “ Ayub 
Khan must ha\ c realised that the day was lost to him, 
and as soon as the advancing British troops were in rear 
of his position on the Baba Wali Pa.ss, his regular troops 
at once made off through the thick gardens and orchards 
of the Arghandab Valley, the Herat regiments towards 
Zarnindawar, and the Kabuli regiments by the Arg- 



THE ENExMY ROUTED 577 

handab Valley; but it was almost impossible to ascertain 
exactly the manner in which they disj)ersed. The 
Sardar Ayvib Khan must, about this time, likewise have 
secured his own safety by dig lit.” 

Meanwhile Major-CJeneral Ross, seeing’ tlie advan- 
tage already gained, and knowing that he could rely 
upon the courage and eagerness of Ins troops, hail 
very wisely determined to press forward without 
waiting for reinforcements. 

The position to which the enemy retired after the 
capture of l*ir Painial lay to the south-west of the 
Baba Wall Kotal, commanding an open piec^e of 
ground and covering the camp at Mazra. 'I'his 
position was strongly entrenched, and the enemy 
seemed likely to make a determined stand ; reinforce- 
ments were being rapidly pushed up from their reserves, 
while the guns on the Balia VVali Kotal were turned 
round, so as to increase tlie fire of artillery wliittli was 
brought to bear upon Roberts’s force. 

It M'as ev'ident that this position must be stormed 
without delay by tlie victorious brigades. Recognising 
this, the 02nd Highlanders, 2nd Ciurkhas, and part of 
the 23rd Pioneers rushed forward, and wdth resistless 
gallantry, in which Major (I. S. VVliite, ol‘ the 02nd, 
and Sepoy Inderbir Ijama, of the Gurkhas, w’^ere con- 
spicuously foremost, droi'c the enemy fi'om their 
entrenchments at the point of the bayonet. 

At the same time the last stand of the iVlghans 
round three guns on the extreme left was broken down 
by a gallant charge of a half battalion of the 3rd Sikhs, 
under Ijieutenant-Colonel G. N. Money. 

The enemy were now completed routed, but, owing 
to the nature of the ground, it was impossible for 
Major-General Ross, who was commanding in the front 
line, to realise the extent of the victory he had won. 
Expecting, therefore, that the enemy would take up a 
fresh position further on and continue their resistance, 
be ordered the 1st and 2nd Brigades to halt and replenish 
their ammunition. 


37 
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When this had been done and the troops had 
advanced about a mile, Major-General Ross found 
himself in sight of the whole of Ayub Khan’s camp, 
standing deserted and apparently as it had been left in 
the morning w'hen the Alghans moved out to the 
attack, and by 1 o’clock was in possession of both camp 
and ordnance. 

With this camp Ayub Khan lost all his artillery, 
numbering thirty pieces, excluding the tw'o recaptured 
guns of E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, which had been 
t£iken at Mai wand.’ 

The enemy had meanwhile made good their retreat, 
and further pursuit with infantry being hopeless, the 
two brigades were halted on the far side of the village 
of M azra, where they were shortly afterwards joined by 
the 8vd Brigade under Brigadier-General MacGregor. 

While the infantry attack had been developing 
successfully as above describe<l, Brigadier-General 
Ciough’s cavalry had not been equally fortunate in 
reaching the enemy. 

Major ’Fillard with the four guns of E-B, Royal 
Horse Artillery, reported himself to General Gough .it 
0 a.m.,aridwas immediately ordered to come into action 
on the Kphkaran road and to clear the low hills near the 
village of (iundigan. 'fhe tire of the guns was met by 
heavy musketry fire (which was, however, soon silenced) 
and also by artillery tire from two guns at the foot of 
the south-west spur of the Pir Paimal, which made 
good practice, and which the guns of E-B were unable 
to silence. 

When, however, the enemy fell back from Gundigan, 
E-B with its escort of 7th Fusiliers and 28th Bombay 
Infantry advanced to the hills above that village and 
remained in that position for the remainder of the day. 

At the same time Gough’s cavalry advanced rapidly* 
scouting as tar as Kohkaran, and then proceeded to 
execute the extended turning movement entrusted to 

‘ 6 iron B.L.R. i)-pr. gnus; 16 bronze M.L. S.B. C-pr. guns; 2 12-pr. 
howitzers ; 2 4*5 mountain guns ; 4 3-pr. mountiiin guns. 
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the brigade. Tlie nature of the ground, however, 
necessarily precluded very direct x)r rapid progress, while 
the enemy’s retreat, as soon as the l*ir I*airaal position 
was turned, was precipitjite. ’rims, although the 
brigade crossed the Arghandab and puslied beyond the 
line of the enemy’s retreat towards Khakrez, none 
of the regular troops were encountered, but some 350 of 
the fugitive tribesmen were killed. 

In the meantime, at about 2 o’clock, on reaxihing l*ir 
Pamial village, General Roberts had sent an ordci- for 
the cavalry of the Bombay fonie to move over the Baba 
Wali Kotal and follow the retiring enemy by the dii'cct 
road leading through the Arghandab Valley; in com- 
pliance with which General Nuttall, with the 3rd Sind 
Horse and the 3rd Bombay Cavalry, pushed forward 
and came up with several parties of the enemy making 
for the hills and along the valley, 'rhesc he charged 
and dispersed, following them as far as Mansurabad, 
a distance of some 1 5 miles, until the approach of night 
compelled liim to abandon the pursuit, and he returned 
to camp at about 10 p.m., having killed about 100 of the 
enemy. 

The total casualties in the Kabul-Kandahar force on 
the 1st September were 35 killed and 213 wounded. 
Among the former was Captain Stratton, 22nd Foot, 
Superintendent of Army Signalling, who was shot by a 
ghazi, shortly before the final advance, when proceeding 
to the Baba Wali Kotal to signal the success of the 
infantry attack to Sir Frederick Roberts. 

One other subject of regret clouded the rejoicing at 
the brilliant victory gained. Amongst the first objects 
encountered in the abandoned Afghan camp was the 
body of Lieutenant Hector Maclaine, r.ii.a., which was 
discovered lying outside the tent that he had occupied, 
and close to Ayub Khan’s quartei’S. It was evident 
that he had been quite recently murdered, and it was 
believed that this wanton outrage was the work either 
of a ghazi, or of the guards who had been posted over 
the unfortunate officer by Ayub Khan. 
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It w;is difiicult to estimate the loss sustained by the 
enemy, but it must have been considerable. Six 
hundred bodies \vei‘e afterwards buried between 
Kandahar and the village of Pir Paimal alone, so it is 
probable that the total of killed amounted to quite 
double that number. 

'I'he numbers of the enemy opposed to the force on 
the 1st September were (‘alculated at — 


Regular Infantry ..... 4,000 

„ Cavalry . . . . . ' 800 

Triljcsinen . " 5,000 ‘ 

Irregular Cavalry. .... 3,000 


Total . . 12,800 


Only about one-third of the tribesmen were supplied 
with firearms. 

'l!'he total numbers of the Kabul- Kandahar force 
engaged wei‘e 8,392 of all ranks and eighteen guns 
(see Appendix XXIX); wdiile the number of the 
Kandahar garrison under arras was 4,1 10. 

After the battle of Kandahar, the 1st Brigade, 
under the command of Brigadier- General Maepherson, 
remained at Mazra during the night of the 1 st September 
to protect the guns and stores which had been captured. 

The 2nd and 3rd Brigades, as Mell as the cavalry, 
returned to camp near the old cantonment of Kjuidahar. 
General Gough’s Cavalry Brigade reached camp, via the 
Batawali Kotal, between 8 and 9 p.ni., after inflicting a 
loss of some 300 men upon the fugitive enemy. 

On the following morning all traces of Ayub’s army 
had disappeared. 

News subsequently received proved that the Sardar 
retreated to Herat, accompanied by a small number of 
Herati infantry and a few Khawanin sowars. 

The remainder of his force scattered over the country 
and mingled with the agricultural population. 

' Mil'za MulLammatl Akhbar, Pay-Clerk the Kandahari re^inents with , 
Ayub Khari^ told Captain Gaselee, d.a.q.at.g.^ that there were perhaps 30,000 
{guerillas present on the 1st September* See Appendix XXVIII. 



ILL-HEAI.TH OF GKNERAI. ROBERTS 581 

' On the 3rd September jill the wounded w'ere moved 
into quarters in Kandahar, except a few, who to avoid 
overcrowding were accommodated in tents. The 92nd 
Highlanders also moved into quarters in the old cajiton- 
ments, Maephereon’s brigade having been relieved at 
Mazra by Bombay troops. On the morning of the 
same date the 23rd Pioneers and 15th Sikhs, with two 
guns, were sent off’ up to the Arghandab River to 
. restore the w^ater communication, winch had been ciit 
off’ by Ayub’s troops, and by tlie evening the water was 
again flowing into the canal which fed the (;ity. 

The Cavalry Brigade, with a large number of sick 
and transport animals, moved 6 miles wTst to Kohkaran, 
where forage was more plentiful than at Kandahar, and 
were joined there on the 4th by E-B, Royal Horse 
Artillery. Major Euan Smith, Assistant Political 
Officer, was despatched eastwards with the 3rd Bombay 
Cavalr,y and the 19th Bombay Infantry, to reopen 
communications with General Phayre and C’haman, and 
to restore the line of telegraph, '.rhe latter work was 
completed as far as Abdur Rahraan, 25 miles from 
Kandahar, by the 5th September, on the evening of 
which day General J’hayre furived at Alxhir Rahman. 
That officer pushed oji to Kandahar on the 6th, leaving 
the advanced portion of his force at Karez-i-Zarak, near 
Khushab. 

Meanwhile the health of Sir Frederick Roberts 
caused much anxiety. The constant strain of re- 
sponsibility, added to continued atbicks of fever, had 
weakened his system, and it was very desirable that he 
should as soon as possible leave Kandahar. It was 
also necessary that he should be in direct telegraphic 
communication with Army Head-quarters in order 
to obtain the orders of Government regarding the future 
movements of the troops in Southern Afghanistan. 

It had already been decided to move the 3rd 
(MacGregor’s) Brigade, to which the 23rd Pioneers were 
now attached, towards Peshin, in order to ease the 
pressure regarding supplies at and about Kandahar. 
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Sii’ Frederick Roberts now deterinihed to nccompany 
this brigade, and accordingly marched from Kandahar 
on the 8th September. 

On the same date Lieutenant-(4eneral Sir F. Roberts 
assumed supreme command in Southern Afghanistan, 
and divided the force there as follows : 

l.st Divisitm, under the command of Lieutenant-General 
J. M. Primrose, c.s.i. 

iind Division, under tlie command of Major-General It. 
Pliayre, o.s.i. 

!Jrd (Kabnl-Kandahar) Division, under the command of 
Majoi'-General J. lloss, e.n. 

The Kabnl-Kandahar Force had now successfully 
accomplished the important service for which its return 
to India had been delayed. 'I'he southern theatre of 
war had been pacified by its labours ; and as a force 
under Major-General IMiayre had by this time reached 
the neighbourhood of Kandahar, amply adequate to 
guard against a recurrence of the disasters of July, steps 
were at once taken to relieve the Kabul troops, who by 
long-continued hard service had well deserved rest and 
a speedy return to their homes. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

MEASURES FOR THE RELIEF OF KANDAHAR FROM QUETFA, 
AND 'HIE MARCH OF GENERA I. 1‘IIAYRE’S FORCE. 

On the morning of the 28 th July, 1880 , the news of 
the disaster to Brigadier-Cieneral Burrows and his 
brigade at Maiwand reached Brigadier-Oeneral Phayre 
at Quetta, and before telegraphic (communication witli 
Kandahar was interrupted Cleneral Phayre was also 
informed that the outjiosts on tlie line of communica- 
tion from vVbdur Rahman southwards had been ordered 
to fall bacck on Kandahar, 

The attention of the Brigadier-General and of 
Major Sandernan, the Governor-Generars Agent, was 
at once directed to the question how to reinforce the 
garrison of Kandaliar. 'I'hcir views Avere conveyed to 
the GoA'ernment of India in tlie following telegram, 
dated the 28 th .Inly : 

“ Our line of communication with India for troo])s 
must be the Bolan Pass. J'he question we Ijeg to 
refer to Government is. What is to be done, under 
present circumstances, with the railway line under 
construction ? We consider that the force from I'hal- 
Chotiali to Quetta should be concentrated in Peshin 
with the least possible delay, and we recommend that 
the protection of the railway line and Thal-Chotiali 
should, if possible, be taken by Punjab troops. The 
Bombay troops, in which Ave include the AA^hole of 
General Pbayre’s division, ought to be concentrated 
here at once.” 

To this commurtication the Foreign Office replied : 

“ Your ‘clear the line’ telegram this day. Viceroy 

'583 
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entirely approves the measures proposed by yourself 
and General Phayre, and desires that the forces 
employed for protection of railway must be at once 
withdrawn as proposed. We are sending reinforce- 
ments from Bengal, and will reoccupy railway line 
when possible ; but present exigencies necessitate push- 
ing forward all available forces towards Kandahar. 
Viceroy relies on you to use all exertions to co-operate 
with Phayre in relieving posts and pushing forward 
reinforcements. ” 

At the same time Brigadier-General Phayre wired 
to the Quartermastei--( General in India his report on the 
military situation as folhnvs : 

“ 'relegraph beyond Chaman stopped. 

“ Please urge extension of railway to mouth of Bolan 
as quickly as possible ; we shall require it for supplies, 
as well as troops ; our transpoi’t is not sufficient under 
present ci rcumstan ces. 

“ I have se\ en native regiments on lines of com- 
munication — one for Sibi and Bolan, one for Quetta, 
one for line of posts to Chaman. This leaves four 
regiments for field column. In addition, 1 have 2-1 1th 
Foot and F-2, Royal Artillery, c^oming up from Sind. 
If, in addition to these, yoti serid me one European 
infantry regiment, and a field battery in succession to 
F-2, I think 1 shall have enougli infVintry and artillery 
to advance with. As regards cavalry, I ought to have 
at least nine squadrons, which, I think, I can make 
up from that on the line of communication, including 
Madras cavalry. It would bike at least fifteen days to 
form and equip this force here and in Peshin, and 
within that time I hope to have sufficient transport. 
But certain movements of the enemy reported to be 
now taking place against Chaman may oblige me to 
push troops to the Khojak. I have Major Westmacott 
there giving me information; and Agent, Governor- 
General, has also sent out men. I commence with- 
drawal of troops from railway line by retiring the 
Thal-Chotiali force on Hamai, whence it will march 
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to Peshin, making oA’^er stations to maliks and collecting 
the troops now posted along that line. Simultaneously 
with the advance from Harnai the l*olitical Officer and 
Officer Commanding at Sibi will return (to ?) each post 
and settle with the maliks about stores, material, etc., 
left behind between Spin 'Fangi and Nari mouth.” 

In consequence of the news from Ivandaliar the 
following troops were ordered to join the force in 
South-west Afghanistan; II- 1, Royal Artillery; 8th 
Bengal Cavalry, 2-22iid Foot and (iiird hoot ; ;)rd, 4-tli, 
14th and 38th Bengal Infantry. 

As mentioned above, all dctaclicd posts between 
Kandahar and Chaman were withdrawn by order of 
Major-General Primrose. Major W. .Jacob, of the 
19th Bombay Infantry, commanding the detachments, 
who was at Mel Karez when the order for concentration 
at Chaman arrived, Avaited there for the party from 
Abdur Rahman, and marched on the morning of the 
29th to Dabrai, During the previous night a large 
body of Achakzais and Nurzais had collected round 
Mel Karez, and they followed the marcli of the detach- 
ment, constantly firing at it from a distance, without 
doing any damage. After halting a few liours at 
Dabrai the march was continued to Gatai, and on the 
30th July CJiaman was reached in safety and without 
casualties, though the camp was fired into on the night 
of the 29th and the rear of the column was threatened 
by the tribesmen at starting. 'Flie march was a trying 
one, for, besides the constant danger of an attack, the 
W'ant of water, especially during the last sdige of 
17 miles from (iatai to Chaman, w'as keenly felt. 

Both General Phayre and the Corarnander-in-Chief 
expressed their appreciation of the soldier-like manner 
in which Major Jacob had executed the difficult duty 
entrusted to him. 

The preparation of a force to relieve Kandahar was 
now pushed forw’ard with all possible despattJi, but 
many circumstances combined to hinder and retard the 
W'ork. “ It happened,” wrote Brigadier-General I^hayre, 
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“ that the difficulties in the way of prompt movement 
of troops on the line of communication in question 
were at that time exceptionally great owing to the 
whole tract of country from Sibi to Kandahar (about 
241 miles) being destitute of grain and forage, from a 
drought of nearly two years’ duration ; in addition to 
which the hot season was at its height, and at several 
places between Quetta and Kandahar the water supply 
Muis scanty and brackisli. 

“ ’rhese and other causes had obliged us, some time 
previously, to remove the bulk of our transport cattle 
from the line to a distant grazing-ground, to withdraw 
all superfluous commissariat and trajisport establish- 
ments, and place the carts and material generally under 
repair at central workshops until the opening of tlie 
season : eonse(|uently, when the necessity for resuming 
active operations suddenly occurred, our transport hsid 
to be reorganised and augmented, our line of com- 
munication stocked, weak poijits placed in a defensible 
state, and a sufficient force concentrated before any 
forward movement could be made. 


“The troops nearest at hand to meet this sudden 


(^)louel F, Roomc^ ( ’orninaiiil- 

2 rnonntiiiu |<uns ^ 
a troops of (Rivalry [ / j ij 
1 regiinunt native _ ' 

infantry J 

8 C(»tii]>auie.s Bombay Sappers,. 
1 squfuiroii cavalry. 
lOtfi Bombay Native Infantry. 
27th Bornliay Native Infantry. 


emergency were the 9th and 
24th Rcginients of Bombay 
Native Infantry, then cn route 
up the Bolan Pass, and the 
force noted in the margin 
employed in protecting the 
Nari V' alley railway line. The 
latter togetherwith the services 
of Jyieutenant-Colonel J. G. 


Lindsay, r.e., and his staff of Royal Engineer officers 
w'ere at once placed at my disposal, and I was thus 
enabled to act promptly to the front between Quetta 
and Chaman by occupying the Ghazfirband and Khojak 
Passes, strengthening and fortifying intermediate posts, 
and by holding in check the Kakar and other Pathan 
tribes, who, on hearing of the Maiw^and defeat, lost no 
time in collecting their fighting men to attack convoys 
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and prevent supplies of grain and forage from being 
brought to the line of communication. 

“ Their designs, however, were happily frustrated by 
the rapid concentration of the troops named on Peshin ; 
for, although the Khojak Pass had been occupied by a 
strong body of Achak'/ais, and the telegraph line between 
Chaman and Kala Abdulla 
entirely destroyed by them, 
they were driven out by the 
combined operations of the 
detachments as per margin, 
with a loss of fifty killed, after 
two days’ skirmishing, since 
which time they hav^e never 
attempted to reoccmpy the 
pass. Nor did they succeed 
in injuring any outpost in the 
northern portion of the assigned 
districts, though Kach Avas 
attacked by about 2,000 tribes- 
men; and the reported gather- 
ing of other large bodies in 
Shorawak and on 'Poba for 
combined attack on Khushdil 
Khan, Dinar Karez, Segi, 

Gulistan, and Kala Abdulla 
rendered it necessary to hold 
them in check by constant 
movements of troops. The 
fact is that, having been beaten by detachments of 
native infantiy in the open field at Khojak, Dinar 
Karez, and Kach, the tribesmen were little inclined to 
face strong, well-garrisoned entrenchments.” 

The Khojak was occupied on the JlOth July, but 
the Achakzais rapidly reassembled in the neighbourhood 
in increased numbers, and threatened the Kandahar road 
from sangars on either side of the pass. The safety of 
the post on the Khojak, however, was secured by the 
arrive of reinforcements under Colonel H. H. James, 


From Chfifnan Garrhmi. 

Lieu Um lant-C Vvlonei J rtMlell^ 
liiunbuy Nativii JiifaiitTy, 
(■oinuiandiug. 

Mnj»)r H. Westinacott, Rotul 
ConjmiUiflaiit. 

Major II. Ware, u.a., eom- 
Tuaudin*^ *2 g;inis No. 2 Moiuitiiiii 
Hattery. 

JOtli Boniliay Native Infantry 
(ilotaclinient). 

IDtli l>oinl)ay Native Infantry 
(detachment). 

J*oona, Horse (detaerhmont). 

From thr Khojak Jhmtiou, 

Lieutenant-Colonel L. II. 
^ibtliorpe, Otii Bombay Native 
1 1 ifant ry , r*oin i na n d i n^\ 

Ijieiitonant A. Keene, k.a.^ 
eonnnanding: 2 ^un,s No. 2 
M «>nntjiin Battery. 

Detaelnnents of Sappers and 
M inerts. 

J)tli lioinbay Native Infantry. 

LientenanM oloind J. (L 
Lindsay, h.e. 

Lieutenant W. B. MHiiteford, 
Adjutant. 
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10th Bombay Infantry, who assumed command of the 
troops between Chaman and Segi. 

A convoy retiring tow^ards Sibi through the Harnai 
Pass was attacked on the 8th August and one British 
officer wounded, besides ten sepoys killed and wounded. 
All the baggage and treasure which were being escorted 
was lost. 

In consequence of this incident General Phayre 
found himself compelled to utilise for the defence of 
the Sibi road troops which were urgently required at 
the front, and the 8th Bengal Cavalry and 28rd Bombay 
Infantry (to be afterwards relieved l)y the 4th) had to 
supply several detachments for the protection of the 
road. 

As soon as they w'ere relieved by the 4th Bombay 
Infantry, the 23rd was ordered to QuetUi, where it was 
to remain in garrison with one squadron of the 1st 
Madras Cavalry. At tlie same time, in consequence 
also of the state of the country, General Phayre was 
obliged to occupy several fortified posts between Quetta 
and Chaman. 

For this line of communications, two strong native 
infantry regiments and one cavalry regiment were 
required (instead of one native infantry regiment as had 
before been estimated). 

The following troops were detailed to garrison these 
posts : 

24th Bonibjiy Infantry. 

3rd Bengal Infantry. 

1st Madnx.s Cavalr 3 \ 

'rhe troops detailed for the reserve were— 

H-1, II. A. 

A-4, R.A. 

8th Bengal Cavalry (3 troops). 

2 Bombay Infantry Begiments. 

This tmexpected demand on his resources compelled 
General Phayre to ask for extra troops, and the 8rd 
Hyderabad Cavalry and 88th Bengal Infantry were 
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accordingly ordered, on the 15tli August, to proceed at 
once to Sibi. Tlie 17th Bengal lutantry was atlerwards 
nominated in place of the 38t}i, which was declared unfit 
for service. 

Meanwhile the concentration of the Kandahar reliev- 
ing force at Quetta and in Beshin was progressing, and 
Brigadier-General Bhayre, who had now been given the 
temporary rank of Major-General, stated on the 1st 
August that he expected by the 24tJi to have collected 
(5,406 men and 18 guns for that service exclusively. 

As far as C’haman there was no diffivmlty to be 
apprehended regarding transport, but on the j-oad from 
C’hainan to Kandaliar embarrassment was to be expected. 
In order, therefore, to reduce tliis difficulty, General 
Bliayre intended to marcli as light as possible with tlie 
above force, leaving behind all superfluous grass-cutters 
and camp followers of other classes to follow with the 
reserve. 

The Executive Commissariat Officer calculated that 
ten days’ rations for the above force, including German 
horse-biscuits, could be carried on 800 camels. All 
heavy kits and most of the tents were to be left at the 
Khojak in charge of a small party, and would be brought 
on to Kandahar as soon as desirable. General Bhayre 
calculated that the whole of his force would l)e con- 
centrated at Chaman by the 29th August, wlien he 
would endeavour to reach Kandahar in four marches, 
arriving there about the 2nd September. 

The reserve force, with fifteen days’ supplies for the 
whole of the troops at Kandahar, including those who 
were marching from Kabul with Sir Frederick Roberts, 
would be ready to march from Chaman on the 2nd 
September. 

Such was the position when, on the 1 (>th Augu.st, an 
attack was made on the fortified post at Kach, garrisoned 
by the head-quarters and 300 men of the 16th Bombay 
Infantry and 350 sick of the Sappers and other corps, 
who had just reached Kach fi'om Thal-Chotiali, Sharigh, 
Chapar, etc,, the w'hole being commanded by Colonel 
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T. W. W. Pierce, Kith Bombay Infantry. In con- 
sequence of the disturbed state of the country special 
precautions had been taken for the safety of the place 
by Colonel Pierce. A sangar, built on the summit of a 
hill south of camp, was held by a party consisting 
of one havildar and twelv^e rank-and-file ; all the 
piequets had been strengthened, and a company of fifty 
rifles, under a native officer, was ordered to patrol along 
the banks of the river in the direction of Amadun, east 
of the camp. A company of similar strength was also 
placed in reserve at the quarter guard, ready for any 
emergency. 

At 4 a.m. on the Kith shots were heard in the 
direction of Brahiman, outside the cattle lines, and 
immediately afterwards the picquet, which had been 
posted over the cattle lines, was driven in by a nish of 
500 or 000 ghazis. The company in reserve at the 
quarter guard at once proceeded in that direction and 
checked the advance of the ghazis with a steady fire, 
but the attack was so determined that several of tlie 
enemy were .shot close to the walls of the fort. 

Meanwhile the company which had patrolled 
towards Amadun had taken up their position on the 
left, and repulsed the attack of a large body of the 
enemy on that side, and at the same time the rear of 
the position was held by the remainder of the men in 
camp. It was reported that a number of the enemy 
were advancing from Chapar along the crest of the hill 
south of the post, and the party in the sangar on that 
side was therefore reinforced to thirty rifles under a 
native officer. But no further attack was made, although 
the tribesmen hung about the hillsides beyond the 
cattle lines and continued to fire into the camp until 
daybreak, when they were finally driven off by a 
company under Lieutenant-Colonel A. H. Davis, and 
by 7.15 a.m. the firing had ceased. 

'I’he British casualties were two sepoys and twenty- 
five followers killed, the latter having, in their blind 
panic at the beginning of the attack, run out towards 
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the enemy. One officer, eight men, and six followers 
were wounded. 

The enemy left forty-eight bodies on the ground and 
were supposed to have lost altogether 200 in killed and 
wounded. Their total force must have exceeded 2,000 
men. 

The successfiil repulse of this determined attack had 
a most beneficial effect, both on the neighbouring tribes 
and on the Maris, and, as stated by General Phayre, 
saved Quetta and the upper part of the Bolan from 
molestation. 

Nevertheless the difficulties arising from the hostility 
of tlie tribesmen were not yet removed. Large numbers 
of Achak'/ais and Kakars, instead of returning home 
after their defeat, collected in force on the heights 
abov^e Kach and fired on parties attempting to leave the 
})Ost. Nev'ertheless it was necessary that traffic along 
the road should continue, for the sick and wounded had 
to be carried into Quetta, and the supplies of forage and 
grain for the cattle at Kach had run very low and had to 
be replenished. 

Under these circumstances General Fhayre was 
obliged to order two mountain guns, tliree troops of 
cavalry, and a regiment of native infantry from his 
advanced force in Peshin to Kach, via the Gharkhai 
defile. 

General Phayre ordered this flying column to do its 
woi'k as quickly as possible, in order that, if possible, his 
advance on Kandahar should not be delayed beyond the 
date arranged. These instructions were complied with, 
and on the 21st August the convoy of sick, etc., arrived 
safely at Quetta with the report that the tribal gathering 
had dispersed. 

The arrangements for the advance on Kandahar 
were now approaching completion, notwithstanding the 
enormous difficulties which had to be contended wdth. 
Foremost amongst these was the want of transport, 
which was only met by the strenuous efforts of Sir 
Michael Kennedy (Director-General of Transport) and 
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Sir Robert Sandeman, supplemented by a gift of 
between 200 and 300 horses and ponies from the Khan 
of IvaJat. 

Owing to the intense and often deadly heat which 
prevails throughout tlie valley of the Indus and the 
lower slopes of the Rolan and Nari valley hills from 
June to September, it was deeided, in order to preserve 
the health and efficiency of the European troops, to 
move them in detachments of only 100 men in carts 
from the railw^ay terminus at Sibi to the Upper Rolan. 
The detachments followed one another ev^ery twenty- 
four hours. Staging caiiips of large tents were pitched, 
and eacli detachment, with its light camp equipage, 
baggage, rations, etc., w'as carried in bullock-carts to 
Mach, a distance of 55 miles, in three days. From 
Mach they proceeded in the ordinary manner. Ry this 
plan the danger of exposing European troops to a 
temperature of 120" to 130 ' (Fahrenheit) in small tents 
for several successive days was avoided. 

It was also a matter of great impoi’tance that the 
road between Chaman and Kandahar should be made 
practicable for carts without delay as soon as the march 
should begin, l^rovision for this work also was made 
by Sir Robert Sandeman, wiio placed at Major-General 
Phayre’s disposal for tlie purpose the services of Major 
T. F. Dowden, u.k.. Superintending Engineer in Ralu- 
chistan, and of Major E. D’O. Twemlow, u.e., Public 
Works Department. General I’hayre was thus enabled 
to utilise the large numljer of carts which brought 
supplies to Kala Al)dulla, and to make arrangements for 
successive convoys of wlieeled transport. 

On the 21st August Major-General Phayre left 
Quetta for the front, and after remaining four days 
at Kala Abdulla, he arrived at Chaman on the 26th.' 

News was there received of a partial rising at Kalat 
of the Khan’s troops on tlie niglit of the 25th, and 
although the mutineers did little damage before niarch- 

* For the cletailja of Major-CJencral Phayre/s division and its distribation 
on the 24th August, see Appendices XXXI. "and XXXII. 
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ing off to join Ayub Khan’s army at Kandahar, yet it 
was thought best by (ieneral Phayre and Sir Robert 
Sandeman to divert 400 of tiie 78tl'i fliglilandcrs (tlien 
on the march from Sibi) to Kalat, in order to restore 
confidence in the c<)untry. Tiie Major-General also 
considered it highly probable that the mutineers (about 
1,000 strong) would excite the Rarecliis of Shoi-awak 
to attack Gulistan and that part of his line of com- 
munication. He therefore ordered a company of the 
2-15th Foot to garrison (lulistan Fojt, and another 
company to be stationed at Kala Al)dulla Fort, both t>f 
which places had been threatened by tribal attactk for 
some time piist. 

On the 25tli August two columns were sent out 
from Chaman to a (listance of 30 miles, the first to 
pi’cpare the water-supply at Gatai and to forage to 
Margha-Chamai\ ; the second to forage Avest of the road 
towards Shah Pasand. These (iolumns were composed 
as follows : 

Afarffha-Chammi Co/mnn. 

Lieuteuaiit-Coloucl '1'. 27tli Bombay Infantry, (’oininandin^. 

LHMitenant-( 4iloiJ(‘l (i. Lindsay, (.'oinpauip.s of iSappers and iMinors 

and Engineer StjifL 

Major K. \Vt‘stinacott, Hoad ( omiuandaiit. 

No. 2 Mountain Battory, 2 fpins ^ Major K. WWo. 

2n(l Sind Horse -Major ( Jurpendale. 

27 til Bombay Infantry. 


iS'had Pnmnd Column, 

Liciitenant-Oolonol F. S. Jredell, Kith Bomliay InfanUy, Lonunandin^. 

Major E. U’O. Twemlow, k.k. 

Captain W, Loch, Assistiint Political Af^ont. 

No. 2 Mountain Battery (2 ^uns). 

2nd Bombay Li^lit Cavalry (defeichment). 

l(5th Bombay Infantry (detacbment). 

With the help of these columns Major-General 
Phayre hoped to be able to draAv supplies from the 
Nurzai Durani villages in the Kadanai \^alley and so 
to stock the fortified posts, which would be restored 
and again garrisoned as soon as native infantry were 
available for the purpose. The want of grain and 
forage throughout Peimin was most serious, owing to 

v38 
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the continued drought and the consequent failure of 
the springs. 

At length tlie date (30th August) arrived which 
had been iixed for the forward move of Major-General 
l*hayre’s advanced force across the Khojak. The 
column was composed of the following troops (includ- 
ing the forage party previously sent out) : 


Cavalry Brigade, 

reneral 
II. (J. Wilkinson. 


' l/itli Hus.sfirsj Lieutenant-(-nlonel G. I^uck^ o.b. 

2n(l Bombay Liglit ("avalry (2 squadrons). Major W. H, J. 
Stopford. 

Poona Horse (1 squadron), Major C. M, Krskine. 

2iid Sind Horse, Major M. M. Carj>endalc. 

2nd Madras fdghfc C-avalry (1 squadron), Captain W. B. 
Warner. 


R.H.A., Major F. V^. Ward. 

F>2, R.A. , Major J. H. J. Dewar. 

144), 11. A., Major G. A. Crawford. 

2 2ri-pr. {runs, 2 D-pr. guns. Captain E. Buckle. 
No. 2 Mounbiin Battery, Major R. Wace. 


Iv?/ Infantry 
Brigade, 

Br igad i er-Gc n oral 
H. H. Jame.s, 


" 2-11 til Foot, Cieutenaiit-IJoloiiel W. T. Corrie. 

8th Bombay Infantry, Lieutenunt-I.olonel S. Fellows. 

« 10th ,, „ Major C. K. Blowers. 

l()th „ ,, (detachment), Lieutenant-C’olonel 

^ F, S. Iredell. 


2?/</ Infantry 
Brigade, 


Brigad ie i>Geii oral 
T. S. Brown. 


Engineer Force. 


\ 

\ 

{ 


2-.l5th Foot (head-quartei*s and wing), Major R, L. 
Dash wood. 

n8rtl Foot (detachment), Capkiiu H. R. C-ook. 

6th Bombay Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel R. A. C, Hunt. 
27t]i „ „ „ „ T. Bell. 

No, 8 Company Sappers, Lieutenant G. H. W. ()*Sullivaii. 
No. 4 „ * „ J. Neville. 

No. 5 ,, ,, „ E. C. Spilsbury. 


The advance thus began in accordance with the pre- 
aiTanged plan, but how great had been the obstacles to 
General Phayre’s preparations tmd what difficulties he 
had still to contend agahist are suggested in the follow- 
ing paragraph, written on the 28th : 

“By this time he (Sir F. Roberts) has, I hope^^ 
learnt ray position and the famine-stricken state of the 
country through which I have to march. His (Sir 
F. Roberts’s) march has been most successful in every 
way ; he has supplies to the 8th September. My 
advanced troops at Aktar Khan and Gatai are doing their 
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best to collect forage and grain. They had to blow 
down the towers of Abu Saiad, for he was preventing 
that group of villages from helping us ; this punishment 
should cause grain and forage to flow into Dabrai and 
Gatai. I have ordered a field column to Shah Pasand 
and Dori River route, so as to secure as plentiful a supply 
of wood, water, and forage as possible. My advanced 
force forms at Gatai on 30th ; we shall then push on as 
fast as weakly .state of transport animals will admit.” 

Nor was the Major-Cieneral free from serious anxiety 
regarding the safety of his communications. On the 
28th Sir Robert Sandeman wired to him : 

“ To-day I have received fresh new's, confirming 
information already received, that there is a consider- 
able collection of Achakzais and bad characters on 
Toba, acting together under the orders of Sultan Khan. 
Their plan is to take the field directly your troops have 
advanced from Charnan towards Kandahar. They 
intend to attack our lines of communication between 
Khojak and Quetta, and the villages in Peshin which 
hav'e aided us with supplies. It is also reported that 
the Shorawak people have similar intentions, and that 
150 of the Khan’s mutinous sepoys have gone there. 
I earnestly bring the matter to your notice, and trust 
you will secure the safety of Peshin by placing a movable 
column at my disposal to protect the country before 
you march for Kandahar. It will be a veiy .serious 
matter if any of the Brahui convnys are attacked when 
conveying food to Kala Abdulla.” 

With reference to this news Major-General Phayre 
wired on the 30th August to Head-quarters : 

“ Before receipt of Sir Robert Sandeman ’s telegram, 
I had issued orders for column for Peshin under (ienend 
Walker, who is also appointed to command posts 
between Segi and Charnan (Gulistan and Kala Abdulla 
being strongly held by detachments of mountain guns, 
European detachment, and native infantry with cavalry). 
But I submit, for his Excellency’s consideration, that 
the intelligence received from General Roberts ye,ster- 
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day, and that given by Primrose to-day, that Ayub 
Kiian had withdrawn his force to the Arghandab, 4 or 
5 miles north-west of Kandahar, and that the whole 
country from this to Kandahar and around that city 
for a radius of 15 or 20 miles has been denuded of ail 
supplies, renders it matter for immediate and serious 
consideration wdiether, under the circumstances, I 
should advance more of my troops from Chainan 
towards Kandahar than wdll be suflicient to re-establish 
and stock with provisions the posts en re-establish 
the telegraph, and clear Takht-i-Pul Kotal ’ of the 
tribal gatherings which still appear to be hovering 
about it. One brigade of infantry, with some native 
cavalry, mountain guns, and the field batteries, wfill, I 
think, be sufficient for this, setting free the 15th Hussars 
and wing of 2-1 5th Foot for Shorawak, agreeably to 
Sir Robert Sandeman’s earnest recpiest that a force 
should be sent there to allay existing excitement, not 
only in Shorawak itself, but also in the Khan of Kalat’s 
adjacent territory. I am informed by Captain H. Wylie, 
Chief Political Officer, with my force, that plentiful 
supplies of grain and forage can be had for these troops 
in Shorawak, and should his Excellency approve the 
measure, our scanty resources on the line of communi- 
cation will be at once relieved and a political object of 
the highest importance gained. Moreover, the Hussars 
w'ill be in a good climate, ready to advance or return to 
India at the proper time, as the course of events may 
appear to dictate. I liave most of ten days’ supplies 
for force already at (iatai ; the rest will follow to-night. 
To-morrow I shall occupy Dabrai, after that clear 
Takht-i-Pul Kotal and re-establish Abdul Rahman 
post, and thence open communication by the shortest 
line with Kandahar. In this way I can stock the 
road wnth supplies, economise men and food, and do 
the utmost possible to assist the large force at Kan- 
dahar. The German horse-biscuit, on which I mainly 
depended for use from this to Kandahar, I have just 

’ Ohio Kotal. 
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learned, was left at Sibi for some days, in spite of 
special instructions personally given to have it forwarded 
by ildk on arrival. 

“ From Kandahar it is reported that Colonel Shewell 
can supply both forces, General Phayre’s and General 
Roberts’s, for a month or six weeks, l)ut forage would 
have to be sent up the line, and also the reserve depots 
which are at Quetta. With reference to this my 
reports from Gatai outposts are that very little forage 
or grain is procurable there ; the whole route has already 
been foi*aged by Ayub’s troops. Regarding supplying 
General Roberts’s force for a month, the opinion of the 
Deputy Commissary-General may alter wheti he sees 
the list of daily consumption of forage. l*erhaps he 
includes Quetta reserve, which I am trying to take up.” 

On the 1st September the advanced force reached 
Gatai, but unfortunately the water, which ought before 
the arrival of the troops to have been brought to that 
place from a karcz 17 miles to the east, had not yet 
flowed to within ;3| miles of it. The cavalry and 
{ii’tillery, therefore, under the command of Brigadier- 
General Wilkinson, had to push on to Muhammad 
Amin without halting, thus performing a very trying 
waterless march of 26 miles. Two scpiadrons of the 
15th Hussars, under Ijicutenant-Colonel G. Tmck, 
actually marched from Kala Abdulla to Muhammad 
Amin, a distance of 42 miles, without a single case of 
sore-back. 

Next day (September 2nd) the Cavalry Brigade, 
No. 2 Mountain Battery, Sappers and Miners, and 
detachments of the 16th and 27th Bombay Infantry 
occupied Mel Kjirez, and the rest of the force reached 
Muhammad Amin. 

On the 3rd September the advance was continued, 
and the cavalry reached Abdur Rahman, within 26 
miles of Kandahar. But on this day Major-General 
Phayre received from Sir Frederick Roberts despatches 
armouncing the complete victory gained by the latter 
tvi^b days previously over the forces of Ayub Khan, 
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and the object of the advance to Kandtdiar, which 
had cost so much anxiety and labour, was thus entirely 
removed. 

Major-General Phayre was requested temporarily 
to locate the troops of his column at the nearest points 
to Kandahar, where water, forage, and supplies were 
locally procurable ; accordingly, on the 9th September, 
they were distributed as follows : 


(’onceiitrated in neigh bourliood 
of Karez-i-Zarak and Klin-Sihah. 
Brigadier-tJciieral Wilkinson. 

y, Jaitujs. 

,, ,, Brown. 


'' 15th Hussars. 

2nd Sind Horse. 

2 lid Bombay Light ( -avalry, 

2nd Madras Light ('avalry (1 squadron). 
J>.B, R.H.A. 

F-2;il.A. 

^ No. 2, Bombay Mountain Battery. 

1 Ith Foot. 

J 5th Foot (wing). 

63rd Foot (detachment). 

5t}i Bombay Infantry. 

loth „ 

1 27 th „ 


Poona Horse (detachment). 
K^B, U.TI. A. (2 guns). 
HAB.A. 


On line of (^oininunication to 
(’hanian, under Brigadier- ^ 
(ieneral Walker. 


()3rd I'^oot. 

8th Bombay Infantry, 

8tll yy jy 

10th yy yy (detaclimeiit). 

23rd yy yy 

3 companies Bombay Sapper.s and Miners. 


Although the Southern Afghanistan Field Force 
had thus been unsuccessful in its attempt to gain the 
honour of relieving Kandahar, yet this ill-success could 
not deprive it of a veiy large measure of praise and 
credit for hard work conscientiously performed in the 
face of disheartening difficulties. “ The troops,” wrote 
Major-General Phayre on arrival at Kala Abdulla, 
“ had already undergone a good deal of hardship during 
their march of i 48 miles from Sibi. The heat during 
the day was sometimes very great, occasioning excessive 
thirst, which the brackish water of some places failed 
to quench, and, in addition, injured the health of & 
great part of the force. 

“Our transport cattle were good, but weak from 
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want of grain and forage ; most of the cattle atten- 
dants had deserted. We had few commissariat subor- 
dinates, and only one transport and one commissariat 
officer ; consequently a vast amount of departmental 
work devolved on the troops themselves, who, to their 
lasting credit, performed it cheerfully and well. I 
merely mention these facts for the purpose of bringing 
prominently to the notice of his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief in India that the indefatigable energy 
and zeal with which the officers and men of the wdiole 
force met and overcame the natural difficulties of our 
position are deserving of this record of them: all 
showed by their conduct that they meant to succeed 
in thoroughly accomplishing the honourable duty which 
they were called on to perform. 

“ The following instance will show that the same 
zealous spirit actuated the troops wdth the rear brigade 
of the division. After the advanced force had left 
Quetta, the drivers of a convoy of 300 carts laden witli 
food supplies, proceeding to the front, deserted and 
could not be replaced at the time. In this dilemma 
Captain Watling, Deputy Assistant Quarternuister- 
General, arranged with Captain Harpur of his own 
regiment (23rd Bombay Liglit Infantry) to have these 
carts taken on by the sepoys as drivers. Three 
hundred men, or about half the regiment, readily 
undertook the work and brought the convoy safely 
to its destination.” 



CHAPTER XIX 

AFFAIRS JN SOIJTHKRN AFiillANISTAN, FROM THK 9th 
SEFl’EMliER TO 31kt DKCEMRER, 1980. 

One of tJie first tasks undertaken by Sir Frederick 
Roberts, after the restoration of British authority in 
Soutiiern Afghanistan, was to seek such further dettiils 
of the disastrous day at Maivvand as could be gained 
by a careful sur\"ey of the ground ; and at the same 
time to provide for the decent interment of tlie bodies 
of our soldiers who had fallen in the battle and during 
the retreat. 

With this object a column, under the command of 
Brigadier-(reneral Daubeny, and composed as follows, 
marched from Kandahar on the 9th September: 

Poona Horse (142 sabres). 

3rci Sijul Horse (310 sabres). 

C-2, ll.A. 

7th Royal Fusiliers. 

4th Rombav Infantry. 

66th Foot," j 

l.st Bombay (ireiHMlier.s. I Small detach- 

80tb Bombay Infantry (Jafob’.s liirie.s). j ments. 

Bombay Sappers tuul Miners. J 

On the march through Sinjiri, Hauz-i-Madat, Karez- 
i-Ata and Kushk-i-Nakhud to the Mai wand Valley 
(which was reatdied on the 1 5th September), 128 bodies 
■were found and buried ; five men (of the 1st Bombay 
Grenadiers) and a milk woman, who had been made 
prisoners, were also sent into camp at Sinjiri, and the 
journal of Lieutenant Henn, r.e,, was recovered. 

At Maiwand searching parties were formed and the 
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BURIAI. OF THE DEAD 

whole of the battlefield carefully examined ; a large 
number of bodies were found and buried, some of them 
being identified. Those bodies w'hicli had been super- 
ficially interred were re-buried, and over all a funeral 
service w'as read by the Uev, Mr. Cane and Father 
Jackson. 

The graves were constrinded neatly with earth raised 
over them to the height of about 2^ feet, and with 
stones placed over all. 

On the line of retreat were found aiul buried 52 
Europeans and 92 natives. 

In the enclosure near the battlefield were buried 
85 Europeans and 37 natives. 

The approximate number of those buried on the 
field was 409, both Europeans and natives. 

The bodies of most of the officers of tlie 6()th who 
liad been killed were found in the garden soutli ol‘ the 
village of Khig, where they had rallied round tlieir 
colours.' 

The enemy appeared to have carried most of their 
dead to the village of Maiwand, and to have buried them 
there. 'I’hose of Ayub’s regulars who fell were buried 
in a piece of ground about 300 yards north-west of the 
ziarat of Ahmad Shah of Maiwand, where about 300 


^ The following British ofTicer.s, Tioii-coTiioiissioiied olTicers and nioii's 
bodies were identificMl and buried in the entdosure : 

Major K Blackwood^ K-B, B.II. A. 

Lieutenant 'r, R. Ilenn, r.k. 

Colonel il, Galbraith, fibth Foot. 

Captain VV. FI. McMatli, (lOtli Foot. 

Lieutenant M. K. Kayner, fidth Foot. 
jy il. 1'. Cljuti'., (>0tb Foot. 
yy W. R. Olivey, Odth Foot. 

Captain IL F. Smith, ^lOth Bombay Infantry. 

Drumnhfrrs. \ (’. Barrett. IVI. Diamond. 

•F. Groves. |85tK> J. Beard. ; A. Castle. 

M. Darby. * B. Watts. . G, Anderson. 

i 11. Donnori. j .L Fecmey. 

Primtfift, i 488 VV. Brown. W. Wilson, 

J. Mannon. j 1449 tF. iJaeksoii- ; 881 J. Jones. 

J. Evans. ! S. Weteh. i 11. Murrell. 

G. ("arter. ! G. West. 1 0. MoCafFrevs. 


Color-lSergeant F. Gover. 
Corporal 11 Mahoney. 
I^ance-Corporal L. VV^ostoii. 
„ ,, (L lliiiton, 

» » 

„ G. TutUc. 


All of the 66th Foot. 
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graves were seen, in each of which, the villagers stated, 
two or three corpses had been interred. Comparatively 
speaking, few graves of ghazis were found, most of 
them, according to common report, having been taken 
away to their own villages for burial. This statement 
seems to be borne out by the fact that two or three 
bodies belonging to ghazis were found still unburied, 
as the villagers thought it probable that the friends of 
the deceased might come and claim them. 

The force under Brigadier-General Daubeny, having 
performed the duty with which it was entrusted, 
marched back to Kushk-i-Nakhud on the 18th Sep- 
tember by a slightly different route. Parties of cavalry 
were sent out to scout the adjacent country, and four 
or more bodies were found and buried. 

From Kushk-i-Nakhud the column returned to 
Kandahar. 

In the meantime Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick 
Roberts, with the 8rd Brigade (Brigadier-General 
C. M. MacGregor), had left Kandahar (as related in 
Chapter VII.) on the 8th September, and reached 
Abdur Rahman on the 9th. Thence on the next day 
he telegraphed to the Adjutant-General in India and 
requested to be relieved of his command in October, 
his medical advisers having urged him to proceed to 
England as soon as possible. 

Pending his relief Sir Frederick Roberts continued his 
march towards Peshin, hoping that the change thither 
would benefit his health, and wishing also to have an 
opportunity of meeting Sir Robert Sandeman, and of 
personally discussing with him various matters connected 
with the Britisli occupation of Southern Afghanistan. 

For the moment the que.stion of supplies for the 
large force which had suddenly been massed at Kanda- 
har and in its neighbourhood, was of more urgent 
importance than any other. So great was the difficulty 
of meeting the demand for grain and fodder, both at 
Kandaliar and on the line of communication, that it 
became necessary for the Government of India to 
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authorise Sir Frederick Roberts to take such measures 
as he might think fit, by detachments or by other 
arrangements, to obtain supplies from outlying districts. 
Acting upon this authority the Lieutenant-General’s first 
intention was to divide tlie 3rd Brigade (MacGregor’s) 
into two columns, which were to march respectively 
through Shorawak and by the Kakar Lora to Kawas, 
and eventually to unite at Quetta, lie further pro- 
posed that from Quetta at least the native portion of 
the brigade should be allowed to return at once to India. 

At the same time he proposed to move the 2nd 
(Baker’s) Brigade from Kandahar into Peshin. 

'Fhese proposals were eventually modified, and it was 
decided that the 3rd Brigade should return to India 
from Quetta, but that it sliould be used cn route to 
inflict punishment on the Maris and other tribes who 
liad given trouble during the past month. At the same 
time the posts on the projected line of railway were to 
be reoccupied, and thereafter a considerable portion of 
the Kabul-Kandahar Force was to return to India via 
Thal-Chotiali. 

On the 14th September General Roberts and the 
3rd Brigade reached Chaman. A day later the 2nd 
Brigade (Baker’s) of the 3rd Division left Kandahar cn 
route for Quetta, taking with it the sick and wounded 
to the number of 227 fighting men and 76 followers. 

The march of a column into Shorawak, proposed by 
Sir Frederick Roberts, was postponed until after the 
General’s meeting with Sir Robert Sandeman, and 
accordingly on the 16th September the main portion of 
the 3rd (MacGregor’s) Brigade left Kala Abdulla for 
Quetta direct; a column as under, commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Roweroft, 4th Gurkhas, was at the 
same time detached from it Jind proceeded to Kach 
and Kawas: 

Central India Horse (100 sabres). 

11-9, R.A. (2 gun.s). 

60th Rifles (1 company). 

4th Gurkhas. 
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On the same date Brigadier-General Walker’s 
brigade of the 2nd (Major-General Phayre’s) Division 
(except the wing of the 6fjrd Foot) marched from 
Peshin for Kandahar. 

The above movements proceeded without incident. 
MacGregor’s brigade reached Quetta on the 18th 
September: its detachment under Colonel Roweroft, 
having visited Kawas, remained at Kach. Baker’s 
brigade marched to Chaman and halted there. Sir 
Frederick Roberts meantime proceeded to Gulistaii, 
where he remained from the lOth to the 20th, and there 
he met the Agent to tlie Governor-Cieneral, Sir Robert 
Sandeman. With Sir Robert Sandernan the Lieu- 
tenant-General discussed the rpiestion of the garrisons 
of posts on the line from Kandahar to Quetta, and it 
was decided that for the present there should be at each 
post two conij>anies of native infantry and forty sabres, 
Mandi Hissar being furnished from Kandaliar and the 
other four posts north of Chaman by the 10th Bombay 
Infantry and Ord Bombay Cavalry. From Chaman to 
Quetta the garrisons were to be as follows ; 


At Chaiuaii 
At South Khojak 

Kala Abdulla . 

Khiishtlil Khan - ka - 
Kala. 

Scgi .... 


{ 40 sabres Jst Madras Li^ht (.'avalry, 

2 25-])r, ^uiis, 2 D-pr. detarhmcnt 1-W), R.A. 

4 companies 24th Bombay infantry. 

(12 sabres 1st Madras Light Cavalry. 

^ 2 ('.ompanies OOrd 
I 2 companies 24th Bombay Infantry. 

{ 40 salires Jst Madras Lijrht (.uvalry. 

2 ^uns 0-8, ICA. 

I leail-quarters and 2 companies 68rd Foot. 

^ companies 24th Bombay Infantry. 

{ Head-quarters and 1st troop 1st M^idras lAght 
(Cavalry, 

2 companies 15th Bombay Jiifantry. 

/ 12 sabres 1st Madras Light (.'avalry. 

I 80 rifles L5tb Bombay Infantry. 


Dinar Karez 


f 12 sabres 1st Ma<iras Light Cavalry. 
\ 80 rifles loth Bombay Infantry. 


Mehtarzai . 


/ 12 sabres Ist Madras Light Cavalry. 
I 80 rifles 15th Bombay Infantry. 


Giilistan Karez, a.s a f 1 squadron 1st Madras Light Cavalry, 
movable column for | 2 guns 5-8, B.A. 

Peshin. I 4th Beiigal Infantry. 
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With these detachments the posts and line of com- 
munication would be quite secure, and in time, as the 
country quieted down, some of the larger garrisons 
might even be reduced. 

Before leaving Gulistan Sir J^’rederick Roberts issued 
orders for the heJid-qiiurters of the Cax^alry Brigade of 
the 8rd Division, with the Ord Fimjab Cavalry, to march 
from Kandahar to Quetta, and there to be in readiness 
to accompany the Punjab frontier infantry regiments 
to India by Harnai, Sibi, and Thal-Chotiali, should it 
be decided to send tliem by that route. The scarcity of 
the supply of forage at Kandahar was becoming serious, 
and some reduction of the troops there vs'as necessary, 
although in I*eshin and Quetta supplies were not niore 
plentiful. 

IJuiing his meeting with Sir Robert Sandeman the 
Lieutenant-General also discussed the plans for a move- 
ment from Chaman on the part of the 2nd Brigade 
(3rd Division) against the ^kchakzais. The plan pro- 
posed by Brigadier-General Baker, and approved by 
(leneral Roberts, was tliat the Brigadier should march 
over the Bogra I*ass on to the Toba Plateau, and thence 
descend by the Aranibi Valley, the mouth of which 
should in the meantime be closed by cavalry, to pre\’ent 
the Achakzais from escaping into I^eshin. 

In accordance with this scluime Brigadier-General 
Baker miirched without tents from Chatnan on the 
morning of the 21st Septeml>er, witli the main portion 
of his brigade, as below, taking three days’ supplies : 

3rd Bengal Cavalry (80 sjibres), under Captain G. T. Morris. 

No. 2 Mountain Battery under Major G. Swinley. 

72nd Highlanders under Major C. M. Stockwell. 

2nd Sikhs under Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. Boswell. 

6th Gurkhas under Lieutenant-Colonel A. FitzHugh. 

Three days were spent in marching across the 
western part of the Toba Plateau, and on the 24th 
September the force marched to Kala Abdulla, where 
it was met by the 3rd Bengal Cavalry, and thence it 
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proceeded by the usual stages to Quetta. There the 
brigade arrived on the 28th, and from Quetta its 
regiments marched separately to Sibi. 

It has already been mentioned that the 3rd 
(MacGregor’s) Jlrigade of the 3rd Division was to 
march from Quetta by the Hamai Pass to Kuchali, 
and thence trid Thal-Chotiali in the Mari countiy to 
India, the posts on the line of railway there being mean- 
while reoccupied by Bombay troops. 

'fhe composition of General MacGregor’s column 
for the proposed expedition had on the 24th September 
been detailed as follows : 

3rd I’unjab Cavalry. 

11-9, H.A. 

2-60th Rifles. 

2iid Sikh Infantry. 

3rd Sikh Infantry. 

4th Gurkha Regiment. 

5th Gurkha Regiment. 

In addition to these the following column under 
Colonel Morris, 1.5th Bombay Infantry, was ordered 
to march from Each to Harnai, and thence to move 
to 'rhal-Chotiali simultaneously with Brigadier-General 
MacGregor’s advance to Quat-Mandai in the Mari 
country ' : 

3nd Bombay I,ight Cavalry, 1529 .sabres. 

No. 2 Bombay (Jacobabjid) Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

16th Bojnbay Infantry, 309 rifles. 

/rhe object of the expedition was obtained with- 
out bloodshed, a satisfactory result which General 
MacGregor attributed to the strength of the force 
which accompanied him, and to the plan of march 
by which he was able to cut oft' every avenue of 
retreat from the Mari tribesmen. 

^ For a full account of this Expe4itioii, see Frontier and Ovar^eae 
Fxpeditiom from India^ VoL UL 
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Th€ brigade was broken up at Drigri, in the 
Dera-jat, south of Dera Ghazi Khan, wJiere it arrived 
on the 14th November. 

During the time that General MacGregor’s brigade 
was preparing for the Mari expedition, a small column 
had executed the march into the Shorawak country 
which had been projected in September. 

Shorawak is a narrow strip of country about 40 
miles long by 12 broad, l»ounded on the north and 
we.st by the Registan Desert, on the stmth by the 
khanate of Kalat and on the east by the Sarlat range. 
The inhabitants, who are Rrahuis, were friendly, jmd 
the object of the march was solely to obtain and to 
send to Quetta supplies of grain and forage. Pre- 
cautions had naturally ■ to be taken, however, in case 
of hostility being met with. 

The troops detailed for the duty were a squadron 
of the 1st Madras I^ight Cavalry, 2 guns of No. 2 
(.lacobabad) Mountain Rattery, and the 4th Bengal 
Infantry, the whole under Colonel Robertson, of the 
latter corps. Captain Henry Wyllie, Assistant Agent 
to the Governor-Cieneral, accompanied the column. 

Previous to the march of the troops the I'oad over 
the Gwajha l*ass was obstructed by demolitions to 
prevent the passage of any hostile parties, and was 
not reopened until the column was ready to start. It 
marched from Gulistan Karez on the 9th October, 
taking four days’ supply of utta and twenty-one days’ 
supply of ghi and dhca. A company of the 4th Bengal 
Infantry was left in garrison at Gulistan Karez. 

The march of the detachment through the valley 
was accomplished without incident. The people were 
found to be quiet and well-disposed, and the resources 
of the country as regarded forage and grain were con- 
siderable. The column encamped at Mandozai, 65 miles 
north of Nushki, in the Kalat khanate, and arrange- 
ments were made for the weekly despatch thence of 
supplies to Gulistan for a period of four weeks. 

MeanwhUe Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick 
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Roberts was making active preparation for his de- 
parture from Afghanistan. 

In view of this event General I’hayre was nomi- 
nated for temporary command at Kandahar, and for 
the permanent command in Southern Afghanistan. 
Major-Cieneral R. Hume, c.b., was to command the 
Kandahar communications, with Brigadier-General 
AVilkinson in command of the cavalry, Brigadier- 
General Brown and a Bombay officer, to be nomi- 
nated by the Bombay Army, commanding the 
infantry. 

A tew days afterwards instructions were received 
from j^Vrmy Head-Quarters that the command of the 
troops in South Afgluinistan w'as to fall entirely under 
the Commander-in-Chief in India. Fhe Bombay regi- 
ments w'ould continue to report to their own Presidency 
on matters connected wdth interior economy, but as 
regards discipline they would wdiile remaining on service 
be under Bengal. 

Prior to his departure Cieneral Roberts issued 
orders for the mf)vement of troops towards India and 
the disposition of troops in Soutliern Afghanistan, in 
accordance with the instructions received from Army 
Head-Quarters and the Commander - in - Chief in 
Bombay. 

The disposition of the troops is shown in the 
following Field Force Orders, published on the 10th 
October, 1880 : 

“ Under instructions from Army Head-Quarters, 
the following distribution of troops is ordered in 
Southern Afghanistan: 


Artillery, 5 batteries 


Tit Im located at Kandahar, 

(1KB, RJ1.A. 

H-l, under orders to march from 

Quetta in relief of 0-2, R.A, 

F-2, R.A, 

■ 6-8, R.A., and 14-9, R.A., under orders 

from Chamau to relieve 5-11, H.A., the 
^uns and equipment of which heavy held 
^ battery will be made over to 14-9. 
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(Cavalry, S regin leii is 


British Infantry, 4 battiilions 


Native Infantry, fj l)iittTlioti.s 


'' 9 til (Queen's HfiyaJ) Lancers (tn be relieved 
liy i;{tli Hussars, \vhi<rh regiment may 
be expe«'tf?.»l to leave India. tovAuirds tb.e 
mul of Noveniber). 

7th Bengal Cavairy : this regiment will 
i‘e;i<!b fSibi at eiiif of October. 

IVkoiia Horse, nr :iin<l Sind Morse, as deiieral 
^ Pliiiyre may determine. 

f 2-7tli Fusiliers, 
j 2-1 nil Foot, 

I 2-1 .'>tb I’oot. 
t (Vlrd Foot. 

rlrd Bengal Native Infantry. inarch 

from Quetta when e<|ui|>|»ed with warm 
clothing. 

4th Bengal Infantry, at pre.sent 

employed in Shorauak, to march for 
Kandahar on return of Shorawak Movable 
(.'oliiinn. 

I7tli Bengal Native* Intaiitry to march for 
Kandahar \vb(*n relieved by KUii Biimbay 
Native Iniaiitry. 

5tb Bombay Native Infantry. 

I, 9tlj Bombay Native Infantry. 

No. Company Bombay Sappers and 
Miners. 


To garrison f^oata upon Line e/* Commtniivafion. 


Mandi llissar . 


Abdiir Kabman 


Mel Karez 
Dabrai . 
(latai 


CbainaTi , 


kala Abdulla . 


j' 2 eonipanie.s native infantry. 

-! 1 troop cavalry (to fa* round by the Kamlabar 
\ garri.soii). 

^ Hea<l~<j Harters and 2 companies Bth Bombay 
'1 Native infantry. 

( 1 troop <;a.valry. 

f 2 companies 8tli Boinliay Native Infantry, 
i I troop cavalry, 

f 2 companies 9th Bombay Native fnfantry. 

\ 1 troop cavalry. 

/ 2 companies Otli Bombay Native Infantry. 

\ 1 troop cavalry, 

' Head-quarters and 4 companies 4tli Bombay 
Native Infantry. 

1 troop cavalry. 

^ 2 guns J,acobabad Mountiin Battery (No. 2), 
temporarily employed in Sborawak and 
to be located during tiie winter at Hulistan 
^ Karez. 

( B companies 4 tli Bombay Native Infantry, 

.1 troop cavalry (funiisbing debichment at 
( Khushdil Khan). 


39 
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.KiiRsluJii Klian Kak 
*• 


/ I ironipimy 4 th Ihmihay Native Infantry. 

I I dafiidar and V2 s^ibres (from Kala Abdul k). 

^ ^ -Jfr 


fhilistan Karoz (oiiuipped as a 
mnvable troliinin). 

Quetta (jarrison (furnishing 
guards at Segi, Dinar Karez, 
and Melitarzai, which sliould 
be withdrawn whenever 
political authorities consider 
the step possible ; also fur- 
nislnng necessary guards in 
the Jiolan). 


2 guns No. 2 MounUiin Ikttery (temporarily 
withdrawn from (diarnan garrison). 

J squadron 2iKi Madras Liglit Cavalry. 

27th Bombay Native Infantry. 


0-8, 11. A. 

lo-‘K H.A. • 

2 guns. No. 2 ^Mountain Battery (Jacoha- 
had). 

78th Highlanders. 

I troop Ist Madras Light (.’aval ry. 

DJth lioinbay Native Infantry. 

2;h*d ,, „ * 


“ Belongin^^ to the Quetta garrison, but to be 
encamped during tlie winter months in the neigh- 
bourhood of Thai: 


A-4, R.A. 

Isfc Madras laght Cavfdry (reinaindci-), 

: 28 th Bombay Native Infantry,” 

[Then followed the disposition of troops on tlie 
Ilarnai line of communication,] 

• -it- ilr * 

“ The movements of the troops beyond Quetta will 
he ordered by Major-General Phayre in communica- 
tion witli the Quartermaster-General, Bombay Army.” 

Sir Frederick Roberts left Quetta for Sibi on the 
12th October, and on the 13th he handed over command 
of the troops in Southern Afghanistan to Major-General 
R. l^hayre, and started by train for India. 

Shortly before leaving Quetta Sir Frederick Roberts 
addressed the t()nowing letter to Major-General Phayre: 

“ Quetta, October '6rd . — Regarding the movement 
of a portion of the Kandahar troops to a distance, for 
the purpose of openiug out districts in which supplie.s 
are known to exist, and for the creation of reserves of 
supplies for winter cotisumption, the season is too far 
jwlvaneed for the march of any force into Khakrez or 
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Tirin ; nor do I think it desirable to detach a small 
body of troops in a inountaiiioiis distri(!t where a large 
column could not easily l)c maintained. 'Phe system of 
creating several centres for the purpose of obtaining 
supplies, within a comparatively short radius from 
Kandahar, will no doubt be attetided with good 
results, and until transport is available is the only 
course immediately possible ; but so soon as the 
necessary number of troops can be equipped for move- 
ment, it wnll, I think, be necessary to send a force 
towards the Helmand, in order that siipj)lies from 
districts upon that river or beyond may How into 
Kandahar. This force should consist of 1)-U, Royal 
Horse Artillery, four guns 0-8, Royal Artilleiy, two 
squadrons 9th Laru’ers, one regiment native cavalry, 
two Rritish and two native infantry regiments, and 
should be under the command of Rrigadier-General 
Wilkinson. It might be sufficient, in the first instance, 
for these troops to be advanced as far as Kushk-i- 
Nakhud, and tlience, as circumstances might dictate, 
to the Helmand at (lirishk, or towards Kala-i-Rist. At 
Kushk-i-Nakhud it would draw supplies from Khakrez 
and the districts on the Helmand above (iirishk. I 
M^ould keep tlie force together, placing no detaclirncnt 
betw’cen it and the Kohkaran, arrangements for main- 
taining communication by local sowai’s being organised 
in the Political Department. I do not think that any 
troops should remain absent from Kandahar through- 
out the winter, but that during Detternber, .January, 
and Febniary it will be necessary to concentrate and 
provide shelter and hospital accommodation close to 
Kandahar itself. Yet throughout November the mov^e- 
ments of troops will probably be found practicable, and 
efforts .should be made to provide the requisite amount 
of carriage for the despatch of such a force, apart from 
the movements towards India already ordered. A 
march to the Helmand and back, leisurely condu(;ted, 
might occupy six weeks. It is therefore necessary for 
you to consider whether it can be carried out ; to state 
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when it may be commenced ; and what staff officers 
wonlil be detailed to accompany Brifjadier-General 
Wilkinson in order that his command may be properly 
constituted. Tlie British infantry regiments to go 
should be the 1 1th and Gilrd Ftjot. Please name 
native regiments chosen.” 

With reference to this proposal General Phayre 
consulted with C’olonel O. St. John when the latter 
stated that he could form, by native agency, a cetitral 
supply depot at the Band-i-'i'aimur, on the lower 
Arghandab River, whence grain and forage could be 
sent to Kandahar. It was proposed to send in addition 
the force under Brigadier-General Wilkinson, but its 
despatch was delayed for want of transport. Most of 
the Kandahar transport had gone with convoys or 
troops tow'ards Indiii, and the serious deficiency caused 
thereby was discussed on the 29th October by (General 
Phayre, Mr. A. C. l^yall (Secretary to Government in 
the Foreign Department), and Sir Robert Sandernan. 
Mr. Lyall wrote on this subject the following 
memorandum : 

“ The position is this, that at present the force is 
not movable for w'ant of transport, of rvliich there is 
little at the moment available at Kandahar. 

“ That if you bring up surplus transport from 
India merely in order to strengthen your resources 
here you will put such a severe strain on your stores 
of supplies along the line of communication that you 
run very great risk of intenaiption of tlie line, and 
consequent severance from your base by failure of 
supplies for any considerable movement of troops 
along the road. 

“ That by continuing, as now, to purchase as many 
camels as can be procured at Kandahar, you may 
calculate on increasing your transport at the average 
rate of forty camels daily, so that in two or three 
months you may work up to a fair proportion of 
mobility for the Kandahar force, 

“ That you can feed all the transport you can 
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possibly purchase at the above rate for the next four 
months, if tlie stipulated condition of one month’s 
supply in store is not retjuired. F or this reserve there 
is not carriage to bring it in, but we may rely on eight 
or ten days’ reserve, probably more, as until the trans- 
port purchases reach a considerable number we shall 
have a large margin ; tlial is, the supplies will pour in 
faster than the animals. But the regular influx of 
supplies depends on the maintenance of tran(|uillity in 
the country, as it is brought in by local carriage ; and 
it is not proposed to send out parties as guards and 
escorts or forage parties during tlie winter if a\ oidable. 

‘‘ 2. The exertions of the political ofltcers, in 
co-operation with the military, should therefore be 
directed - 

, “(1) Towards keeping the supplies flowing in, by 
enlisting the services of the headmen of 
clans and places, in facilitating collection 
and safe import into Kandahaj*, on tlie 
understanditig that this is their best way of 
saving us the necessity of sending out 
troops and forage parties into their villages ; 

“ (2) Towards helping the collection and purchase 
of transport as speedily as possible. 

“ 3. If we can rely on a fiiir and sulistantial prospect 
of promising supplies and transport at Kandaliar, this 
will preclude the necessity of wintering a force on the 
ilelmand — a measure which is, in my opinion, open to 
several military and political objections.” 

“This memorandum,” wrote (leneral Phajue on 
the 30th October, “describes the assistance which the 
Political Resident, Ijieutenant-Colonel St. John, 
will be able to afford in the matter of grain and forage 
for transport for the force at Kandahar itself^ and 
the line of communication, as far as Chaman, during the 
present winter. 

“ It will be observed that this operation is conditional 
upon the maintenance of tranquillity in the country , and 
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the consequent willingness of the people to bring iu 
supplies of grain and forage on local transport. The 
nuniber and description of animals wliich it is intended 
to retain at Kandahar during the winter are as follows : 


(■amels 

l,05r> 

About 2o0 only btive to bo purchased. 

Yalius . 

1(>0 ] 


Ponies 

\,rm 

A tiinnbor at present unfit, but those received 

iMulcb. 


tr<»m Kabul Force are included. 

Pr'ick hnlltieks 

428 J 


Draught hul locks 

1 ,200 

1'liey will bti read}' for work in a month. 

Donkev!8 

no 



“ All this transport represents about 6,700 camels. 

‘‘I do not think it would he safe to keep up a less 
establishment tlum the above for Kandahar, and its 
immediate communication with Chaiuan. 

iSibi to Quetta and Cha/nan, - From Sibi to Quettsi 
there is a bi-w'eekly train of fifty carts. Government 
transport. 

“ Sir R. Sandeman has made a contract with the 
Brahui sardars to convey 1,000 maimds of food supplies 
per diem, warm clothing, etc., from Sibi to Chaman by 
the 60th November. 

“I’herc is a (xovernment transport train of fifty 
carts bi-weekly fi'om Quetta to Kala Abdulla. 

“ Across the Khojak a train of pack animals has been 
organised. 

“ The forage difficulty between Quetta and Chaman 
will be met by the establishment of a strong grazing and 
grass-pressing depot in Shoraw'ak. A large number of 
sickly animals, horses, etc., might be sent there.” 

Little remains to be told of the year 1880. At 
Kandahar the principal interest centred in the arrange- 
ments between the Indian Government and the Wali 
Sher Ali Khan, wdiich concluded with the voluntary 
retirement of the latter to India, '^fhe announcement 
of this intention was made piddic on the 60th November, 
and the Wali left Kandahar on the lOth December. 
It was foreseen tliat the departure of the Wali fore- 
shadowed the withdraw'al of the British force at no 
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distant date, and the surrender of the province either to 
the Amir Abdur Rahman or to Sardar Ayul) Khan. 

Meanwhile the troops of the force were suffering 
seriously from their location in South Afghanistan, 
Every possible effort was made to procure wholesome 
food for the men and to impro\e the sanitation of the 
quarters and camps at and around Kandahar. It was 
inevitable, however, that the events of August and 
September should he followed by sickness amongst the 
troops who had been subjected t<i so severe a strain. 
Moreover, to the insanitary conditions consequent on the 
concentration of the Afghan army in the neighbour- 
liood, immediately fo]!f)wed by tlie arri\'al t)f two large 
British divisions, were added the dangers, no less serious, 
arising frotii the want of proper clothing, heavy night 
duties, great variation of temperature, and intense cold 
af night. 

On the 28th November there were 281 European 
patients (of which 1 1 1 were cases of dysentery) in the 
hospitals at Kandahar : 107 belonged to the Kandahar 
garrison, including the sick left behind of the Bengal 
iVrmy and the 1st Bombay Division ; the other 174 came 
in from the Cavalry Brigade at Kohak and the 1st 
Brigade in the Arghandab V" alley ; of these the 2-1 1 th 
Foot alotie furnished 128 sickle, and on the lOtli 
December this regiment had 188 men in hospital out of 
a total strength of .550. 

The relief of the regiments in the force was, however, 
now in progress. The 0th l..aneers and 2- 1,5th Foot had 
suffered much from sickness, 'fhe former left Kandahar 
for India (on relief by the 18th Hussars) on the 
28rd November. The 2- 1.5th had alreatly marched 
on the 8th November. On the 2nd December the 
4th Bengal Infantry in Shorawak were relieved by 
the 5th Bombay Infantry, and about the same date the 
Bengal troops under Major Anderson at Quat-Mandai 
in the Mari country (11-0, Royal Artilleiy, two guns, 
8rd Punjab Cavalry, one squadron, 2nd Sikhs) w'ere 
relieved by a squadron of the 1st Madras I.<ight Cavalry, 
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two guns of No. 2 (Bombay) Mountain Batteiy, and 
the 16tli Bombay Infantry ; Major Anderson’s troops 
marclied to Sibi and were railed thence to their re- 
spective destinations in India. 

On the 10th November Major-General 11. Hume 
was appointed to succeed Sir Frederick Roberts in the 
command of the Southern Afghanistan Field Force, 
with the following staff : 

ljieiitenant-(’<>lonel [1. A. Little^ Deputy Adjutant and Qaiirtennaster- 
(joiieral. 

Major (\ tl, Uuriiott, Ass;ist*iiit Adjnbuit-t^eneral. 

Major M. J. Kin^-ltarnian, Assisbiiit Quarterinaster-tieneriil. 

Major 1*. StorVj Deputy A.ssistiiiit Quartcrinastcr-Geucral. 


Major-Cieneral Phayre reverted to his original 
appointment of (^ommandant of tlie ijine of Com- 
munication, his staff comprising the following officeys, 
who were already filling the appointments named: 


Major C, A. Cunniriiu^ham, Assistant Adjutant-Cieneral. 

Major J. Jopp, Assi.st<'int Quartormaster-Geiieral. 

Major A. R. Heyland, Deputy Assisbwjt Quartennaster-Gerieral 


The force at Kandahar now consisted of : 


A cavalry brigade under Rrigadier-General D. C. Wilkinson. 

Tlircc inraiitry brigades under lirigadier-( ieiierals (i. C. Walker, 
*S. Brou'ii, and H. II. James. 

Hve batteries (d' artillery (1 horse, 2 lield^ 1 inouiitaiii, 1 heavy) under 
Brigadier-General Denis do Vitro, imi.a. 


Ma,ior-Genei*al Hume arrived at Kandahar on the 
26th November and took over command from Major- 
General Phayre, who left for Quetta on the following 
day. 

At the same time it was determined to locate a 
movable column, under the command of Brigadier- 
General J. H. Henderson, near Gwal, of which the 
primary duty was to constitute a first reserve for the 
troops at Kandahar in case of need ; it was also to serv'e 
as support to the line of posts generally. Kach was 
cojisidered to be the best centre for this column j in 



IlIFFICULTY OF rROCUllING FORAGE G17 

consequence of the ready communication thence with 
Quetta, as w^ell as towards Kandaliar and Sibi. But the 
difficulties of procuring forage during the wdnter montlis 
either at Kach, Gwal, or Kasim Kala were such that it 
was eventually (IGth November) decided by General 
Phayre tliat the best course to pursue was simply 
to hold the troops for the column in readiness, and 
not to move them tmtil further aiTangenients could 
be made for their supply. 



CHAPTER XX 


THE BRITISH l-’ORCE IN SOLTHERN AEHHAMSTAN FROM 
.IAN17ARY, 18»1, TO ’fllE FINAL IVITIIDRAWAL FROM 
KANDAHAR. 

'1'hk opening of the new year found the population of 
Kandahar outwardly tranquil, but secretly disturbed and 
excited by the growing rumours of the withdrawal of the 
British, as well as liy exaggerated accounts from Herat 
of the activity of iVyub Klian. Reports were receiyed 
from 'ririn and from beyond the Helmand of disturbances 
and outrages by the partisans of iVyub ; it was apparent 
that systematic elforts were being made to stop the 
usual passage of supplies to Kandahar ; and it was said 
that a raid was c*ontemplated on Kushk-i-Nakhud, where 
the British Government was believed to have large 
stores of grain and money. Colonel St. John, British 
Resident at Kandahar, feared that this incipient uneasi- 
ness would be considerably augmented when it became 
more generally laxowm that tlie withdrawal of the 
British was contemplated in the near future. Nothing 
like a formidable rising was to be expected, nor was this 
local movement likely to receive serious support from 
Herat ; but General Hume reported that it might, 
nevertheless, alfect the garrison through the obstruction 
of the supply of food, besides weakening the prestige of 
tlie Britisli army of occupation in the country generaliy. 
Colonel St. John argued that although the agitation 
was of so trifling a nature as to be easy to quell by the 
levies of the local governors, yet the numbei*s of these 
were small, and the governors, believing from the 
inaction of the British ti'oops that they were about tQ 
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quit the country, would probably not exert themselves 
zealously on behalf of the Jlritislr (lovernmcnt. 

The western roads to the Helmund were the only 
ones that remained open during the winter, those to the 
east and north being liable to be blocked by snow ; and 
it was from the Hclraand districts that the General 
looked for the supplies of grain and wheat to })revcnt 
his reserve stock from diminishing, as well as for any 
considerable number of camels to supply the many 
deiiciencies in the transport of the force. 

Colonel St. Jolm therefore recommended the des- 
patch of a small force, ol' winch cavalry should form the 
greater part, in order to secure the trarupiillity of the 
neighboming districts ; a large column, it was thought, 
would be difficult to feed, and would also tend to 
convey the impression that extended o))ei‘ations were 
in' contemplation. In compliance with this suggestion 
(ieneral Hume proposed to detach a force under General 
Wilkinson, to march on Maiwand, xia Karez-i-Salim, at 
an early date, composed as follows : 

] 3tli Hussars (.‘500 sabres). 

Poona Horse (400 sabres). 

(5-8, R.A. (Moiuiiaiii Itai.tery). 

!i7th Rombiiy liifjiittry (.500 rifles). 

No. 3 Company SapjxTs (i company). 

As a reseiwe to the above, the following were to be 
held in readiness for immediate movement : 

1)-B, R.H.A., at Kobknraii. 

()3r(3 Foot (700 rifles) at Kandaliar. 

In the place of the H5th Hussars the garrison at 
Kohkaran w'as to be reinforced by a portion of the 
2nd Sind Horse and one wing of the 2-11 th Foot, 'fhese, 
with D-B, Royal Horse Artillery, and the lOth Bombay 
Infantry, completed the strength of that station. 

A site was selected for Brigadier-General Wilkinsori s 
camp at a point 38 miles west of Kandahar, within 
direct heliographic communication with Kandahar ; and 
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detachments of the 2nd Sind Horse at Sinjiri and 
Karez-i-Salim would form a line of detached posts 
betM'een the advanced force and General Hume’s 
head-quarters in the city, 

'rhe proposed movement was sanctioned from Army 
Head-Quarters on tlie 14th January, and on the 20th 
idem Brigadier-Cieneral Wilkinson’s column concen- 
trated at Sinjiri. Mr. Merk accompanied the column 
as Political Officer. 

Meanwhile various movements and reliefs had been 
taking place in the Southern Afghanistan Field F orce. 
In consequence of the intense cold the southern Kliojak 
post was withdrawn on the 6th January, and the 
garrison marclied to Kala Abdulla. On the 8th idem 
the head-quarters of the 8th Bengal Cavalry marched 
from Sibi for Kandahar, while on the following day 
one squadron of the same regiment with the 29th 
Bombay Infantry (forming Sir Robert Sandeman’s 
escort, now broken up) arrived at Sibi from Mandai, 
and various other movements took place and on the 
line of communication. 

On the 21st January, as Major-General Hume was 
preparing to leave Kandahtu: to join Brigadier-General 
Wilkinson's column, orders were received by him to 
furnish a detailed scheme, for submission to the Govern- 
ment of India, for the withdraw'al of the British troops 
from Kandahar. Such a scheme was to be arranged 
with a view to the fa(!t that only existing trans- 
port was to be used. The scheme consequently 
propounded by Major-General Hume Avas furnished 
to the Commander-in-Chief on the 8th Februaiy. 

In his arrangements he assumed that the withdrawal 
of the force would begin about the 16th of March, so 
its to enable the troops returning to India to reach their 
stations as early as possible. Operations before that 
date were precluded by the expectation of snow and 
rainy weather, Avhich wcmld render the movenient of 
troop.s difficult and unhealthy. 

it was estimated that carriage up to 30,000 mauhds 
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wowld be required for the withdrawal, but the transport 
available at Ka?idaiiar on the 27th January was only 
equal to about 15,000 niaunds, or about one-half of 
what was required. As hired transport was diflieult 
to procure at Kandahar, an<i it was doubthil whether 
owners at that place would aceonipany the witlidrawal, 
General Hume directed that hired cairriaj^e to supple- 
ment the (ioverniTient transport should be brought 
from east of the Khojak. It \s'ouId probably take at 
least five weeks to complete this operation, so that the 
l.'Jth Mareli and the 1st April were respectively fixed 
as the earliest possible dates for tlie beginning and 
completion of the retirement. 

During the winter, in consequence of the difficulty 
of obtainirig fonigc, General Hume had ordered the 
discontinuance of the cart train from Si hi to Kandahar. 
It* was now necessary to move all this carriage, as well 
as available pack <*arriage, up to Kandahar without 
delay (if the witlidrawal was to begin on the Kith 
Martth) as the carriage would, even thus, only reach 
Ivandahar by the 15th March. Accordingly, three 
divisions of the cart train, or 3,000 bullocks with 1,350 
carts, with grain for the consumption of the bullocks 
en route and for delivery at Chaman and other posts 
west of tlie Khojak, left Sibi between the 7th and 1 Oth 
February. 

Three hundred and fifty spare bullocks accaimpanied 
the first cart division, to replace casualties at Kandahar ; 
and with the second cart division were sent 110 artillery 
bullocks, for spare wagons in the arsenal at Kandahar. 
These spare bullocks were provided with leading-yokes, 
thus enabling a load of ten maunds being carried in 
carts with double teams, instead of only eight, which 
was the load for single teams. 

All the above arriv'ed at Kandahar by the 20th 
March. 

At the same time the purchase of camels at Kanda- 
har was continued, and orders were issued for the 
comj^lelion of many minor details on the line of com- 
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munications. Posts were stocked with provisions, 
grain, and forage ; camp equipage for standing rest 
camps was prepared at the various stages in tlie Bolan ; 
and all surplus stores and equipment were removed 
from sUitions and depots in Peshin or at Chaman to 
Quetta. The road between Quetta and Kandaliar w^as 
divided into two sections, commanded respectively by 
Major A. F. Reid, 20tli Punjab Infantry, and liieu- 
tenant VV. J. R. Wickham, 63rd Foot; and these 
officers thoroughly inspected the road and aminged for 
the repair and cleaning of it and of the camp grounds. 

The supply of hwage upon the rojid between 
Kandahar and Chaman had always been kept up by 
the Road Commandant, Major Westmacott. 'J'hat 
officer now went down the line, summoning the maliks 
of the adjacent country, and explained to them that 
they should make a s{)ecial effort to meet the demahd 
for forage. He said that although tliis was a heavy 
call upon them, yet it was a final one, and that, if they 
now made up the quantity required, lie would guarantee 
that no man of the force should enter their villages. 

On the other hand, if the supply was not forth- 
coming, ISIajor Westmacott would hold them re- 
sponsible, and take out foraging parties in their villages, 
and cut w'hat w'as required ; at the same time, with the 
permission of the Commissariat Department, the rates 
of purcha.se were raised. 'J'hese arrangements worked 
admirably, and when the troops moved down an ample 
supply of forage and firewood was ready at each post. 

On tlie 11th Februaiy General Wilkinson’s column 
returned from Maiwand to Kohkai'an, and such of the 
troops as were under orders for Kandahar marched 
tliere the next day. 'J'he expedition had been very 
successful. Connecting posts were established at Sinjiri 
and at Karez-i-Salim, and the main body encamped in 
the neighlxmrhood of Maiwand ; the supplies there were 
plentiful, and the strain on the country round Kandahair 
was thus relieved ; the tranquillity of the Helmaiid 
district was at the same time secured, many of the 
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chiefs tendered their submission, and the west- 
ward roads from Kandahar were opened for traffic, 
thus allowing of the free flow of supplies to the camp 
and city. 

On the 24th February (ienerul Hume was informed 
that the Government of India approved of the scheme 
of withdrawal from Kandahar submitted by him on 
the 8th February, and the Major-f ieneral consc'quently 
continued his arrangements preparatory to beginning 
the withdraw'al on the 10th March. Already two con- 
voys of ordnance stores had left Kandahar on the Oth 
and 17th h^ebruary respef'-tively. 'fhc latter of tJicse 
experienced very se\ cre weather on tlie march to Quetta, 
and a number of casualties occurred amongst the trans- 
port animals, which were in weak and poor condition 
after the short rations of the winter months. In conse- 
quence of these casualties 850 spare bullocks were 
ordered forward : 400 for Khojak and Kandahar, 250 for 
(iulistan, and 100 for Quetta and Maf'h. A few days 
later (2f)th February) 1,000 mules, yabus and ponies, 
with 500 other pack animals, left Sibi for Kandahar. 
With a view to further supplementing tlie Government 
transport at that place, the Director of 'rransport on 
the line of communication had been instructed to 
hire and send to Kandahar a furtlier thousand camels. 
'I’hese left Sibi in batches between tlie 20th and 2()th 
February, the last batch being included in the convoy 
mentioned above. 

On the 10th March a third convoy of ordnance 
stores left Kandahar, and on the IGth idem a convoy 
of carts with medical stores had started. 

Meantime Major-General Hume had ordered the 
preparation of rest camps for 800 men each in the 
ilolan, with which object the first convoy from Kanda- 
har had carried down all available E.P. tents. This 
an’angement enabled regiments returning to India to 
stojre their camp equipage in the arsenal at Quetta, 
where the second reserve of ammunition, entrenching 
tools, and followers’ arms were also handed over, 
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together with the ammunition in the wagons of the 
artillery and their camel boxes, with the equipment 
l>elongiug to them. Ry this means the requisitions 
for railway carriage were considerably reduced, and in 
several cases it was possible to despatch from Sibi rail- 
head complete corps in a single train. 

Officers were appointed, as far as practicable, to each 
post in the Rolan ; but where this was not possible, 
one officer had two posts under his command, each of 
which he visited three times during the week. He was 
assisted by a medical officer or medical subordinate to 
superintend the sanitary and conservancy arrangements. 

Ry the 21st March all transport arrangements for 
the evacuation were completed at Kandahar. Rut no 
orders had yet been received intimating when the move 
was to take place. In the bazaars the belief that the 
city was about to be handed over to the Amir had 
created great excitement, which was much fostered by 
doubts as to the stability of the new rule at Kabid, and 
by the nimours of Ayub’s activity at Herat. One of 
the first results of these disquieting reports was that 
a large number of Hindu . traders and others began to 
make preparations to precede the Rritish army in its 
withdrawal, which was known to be imminent, but the 
exact date of which was still unsettled. 

At length, on the 27th March, Major-General 
Hume was instraeted to be prepared to withdraw from 
Kandahar about the 10th April. The Amir was send- 
ing from Kabul a force which was to take over charge 
of the city and province on the departure of the British, 
and it was expected that this force would arrive on or 
about the above date. The first intentions of Govern- 
ment were to march part of the retiring troops to India 
by way of Thal-(’hotiali, but the Comraander-in-Chief 
showed how strong were the arguments against this 
course, now that the hot weather had begun, and tlie 
idea was abandoned. Detailed instructions for the 
march were issued from Army Head-Quarters oh 
the 6th April, when the Shorawak Column was 
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authorised to rnoA'^e to Sibi as soon as the withdrawal 
should commence. 

All this time tlje surplus stores and invalids liad been 
leaving Kandahar at intervals, and on the 1st April 
the last sub-division of carts, containing the linal 
detachment of these details, started for Quetta, where 
it ari’ived on the 1 5th April. 

Meanwhile further efforts were made to improve the 
road between Kandahar and the south of the Khojak, 
a work which was considerably impeded by the lieavy 
rain which fell early in April, and did much damage oi) 
the line. 

At Kandahar during the first fortnight of April all 
was (piiet. News Avas received from time to time of 
the approach of the Amirs force of occupation, the 
cavalry of whi(!li was at Robat on tiie 5th, ami tl\e 
infantry and guns at Shahjui on the same date ; and o)i 
the 7th it was re])orted that the whole force would be 
at Kandahar by the 15th April at the latest. Jbit in 
some of the comdry districts the news oi'the approaching 
withdrawal of the British appeared to have a tliscjuieting 
effect, an example of which was given by tlic A.chak- 
/ais of Toba. 'riieir chiefs refused to obey the summons 
of the Political Agent for tl\e settlement of compensa- 
tion on account of recent robberies, and it seemed 
likely that they might give some trouble, in winch t;asc 
it was feared that the Kakars might also be induced to 
join. This intelligence the Agent to the tiovernor- 
General telegraphed to (ieneral Hume, suggesting thsit 
the post at Kushdil Khan should be strengthened. 
General Hume accordingly reinforced the post with the 
squadron of Madras Chivalry fiiom Shorawak, and a 
company of the 5th Bombay Infantry ; while two guns 
of 5-8, Royal Artillery, were ordered to be held in 
readiness to move from Quetta to Kushdil Khan if 
required. 

. On the 9th April formal instructions for the vAuth- 
drawal of the British force from Kandahar were issued 
to Major-General Hume, in a telegram from the 

40 
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Quartermaster-General in India. The Major-General 
was asked to select, in consultation with the Political 
Agent, the earliest date after the 10th April convenient 
for beginning the withdrawal. 

(Shaman was to be occupied as our advanced post. 
All garrisons and posts in the I’eshin Valley were to 
continue in the occupation of t)ur troops, and to be held 
by portions of the Quetta garrison, thus relieving the 
present want of accommodation at that place. 

'Fhe Quetta garrison was to consist of — 


7tli IWiigii] CavMlr}'. 

Sind liorso. 

A-4, H..A. (Hold). 

No. 15-i), II. A. (Garrison). 

No. 5-8^ R.A. (Mounbiifi). 

Nos. 3 and 4 ('oiiixniuies Boiubay 
Sappers. 


01st Foot. 

OOrd Foot. 

0r<l Bengal N-ative Infantry. 
Otli Bombay Native Infantry. 
Bombay Native Inlautry. 


And the IJlth Hussars, if sufficient forage were available. 

Along the Harnai line and at Thal-Chotiali thc 
following force was to be retoined : 

1st Sind Hoi’sc. 

No. 1 Mouiibiin Battery, in i-elief of No. H. 

.4th Bomlmy llifles. 

8th Bornlxiy Native Infantry. 

1.5th Bomlmy Native Infantry. 

24th Bombay Native Infantry. 

After consulting with the Political Resident at 
Kandahar, Major-General Hume telegraphed to the 
Quartermaster-tieneral that the 13th April would be 
the earliest date when it would be convenient to begin 
moving his force from Kandahar. He intended to 
move in four columns, of which the last would leave 
Kandahar on the 22nd April. 

General Hume also notified that forage could be 
provided for the 13th Hussars at Quetta, in addition to 
that required for the native cavalry regiments. 

The following distribution for the Peshin outposts 
was sanctioned : 
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OUTPOSTS AND GARRISONS 


Chaman 


Kala Abdulla 


(lulisUui 


Kiishdii Khan 

Diuar-Karez 
M ehterzai , 


\ f 7 til Bengal C-avalry 0 squadron). 

I R.A. (2 ^ruus); ' 

No. Company Bombay Sappers. 
•Srd Bengal In tan try (wing). 

{ 7th liengal ( aviilry (1 s<|uatlron). 

J R.A. (2 giiri.s). 

I ()J^rd K»)ot (2 eoinpiinies). 

Rrd Bengal lufaiitry (2 eoinpanies). 

f 2nd Sind Morse (1 squadron). 

I 0-8, R.A. (2 guns). 

) (>8rd V'oot (2 eoinpanies). 

\ 8rd BetigJil Infantry (2 <‘onrp.mios). 

( 7th Bengal Cavalry (1 squadron), 
t 9th Bombay Inlantry (wijig). 




as at present, viz 


i 

\ 


oth and 18th Bombay Infantry 
(delaebnients). 


General Hume was ordered to begin the retii'cinent 
on the 13th >\pril. Every portion of the movement 
was to be carried out in closest consultation with th(; 
political authorities. 

The following gan-isons were approxed on the 
Harnai route : 

2nd Sind Horse (2o salu*e.s). 

4th Bom})ay Infantry (head-quarters and it eoinpanies). 
4th Bondiay Infantry (2 c'ompanie.s). 

24.th Ihimbay Infantry (2 companies). 

1st Sind Horse (I stpiadron). 

No. .1 Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

24th Bombay Infantry (head-quarters and 4 eonipanies). 
No. ] Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

15th Bombay Infantry. 

1st Sind Horse (head-quai-ters and I scpiadron). 

24th Bombay Infantry (2 companies). 

1st Sind Horse (1 troop). 

No, 1 Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

8th Bombay Inhuitry (head-quarters and 2 compa.ni<;s). 
1st Sind Horse (25 sabres). 

8tfi Bombay Infaiitiy (50 rilles). 
l.st Sind Horse (25 sabres). 

8th Bombay Inlantry (200 rifles). 

The posts in the Bolan were held by detachments 
of the 8th Bombay Infantiy. 

Arrangements were made for nine rest camps on 
the Bolan route as far down as railhead at Uindli. 


Kach . 

(vhapar 

Sliarigh 

Harnai 


Thal-Chotiali 
Spin Tangi . 
(.landakiu Daf 

Nari (Jorge. 
Sihi . 
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DEPARTTJBE OF BRIGADES 


A t the last moment the departure of the troops from 
Kaudahar was unavoidably postponed for two days. 
It has alrea<ly been noticed that the beginning of‘ April 
was marked by heavy rain, and these storms <‘ontinued 
with such violence that the Major-General was com- 
pelled to put off the march of the force till the weather 
should be moi-e favourable, '^fhe final withdrawal, how- 
ever, was still to take place on the date originally fixed, 
the 22nd April. 

At length the movement of troops actually began 
on the 1 5th April. 

On the morning of the 1 6th April Sardar 
Muhammad Hashim Khan, the Governor appointed 
by the Amir, entered Kandahar, and in the course of 
the day paid a formal visit to Colonel St. John, with 
whom he discussed the detail of the evacuation and of 
the handing over of the city. 

On the 17th the 8rd Brigade began its march. 
This brigade alone was supplied witli cart carriage, and 
with it were despatched the stores belonging to the 
Ordnance Field I*ark, the Engineer Field l*ark, the 
records, and all the heavy baggage of departments. 
For this purpose all the cart carriage remaining at 
Kandahar wjis re(juired, and only field transport or pack 
carriage was available for the remainder of the troops. 
In order to allovv the cart carriage to cross the Khojak 
without a block, the brigade marched in two bodies, 
the first portion, as stated above, leaving Kandahar on 
the .17th April. J’his first portion consi.sted of the 
8th Bengal Cavalry and the 4th and lOtli Bombay 
Infantry, under the personal command of Brigadier- 
{ General Henderson. The remainder of the brigade 
started on the morning of the 18th, escorting the Field 
Park, which consisted of 200 carts and 400 donkeys. 

The 2nd Brigade marched from Kandahar on the 
20th April. 

The moment had now arrived for the final evacua- 

' For I^rograntiine of da tofs of departure and arrival of troops^ see Appendix 
XXXIV. ■ 
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tion and for handing over the city to the officials of the 
Amir, (ieneial Ghulam Haidar Khan, Mnth the 
Afghan forces, was within two marclies of Kan- 
dahar : a party of infantry were at Deh Khwaja ready 
to take over charge of the gates and citadel ; Colonel 
St. John had cornniitted to the charge of tlic sardars the 
burial-places of British soldiers in the neighbourhood 
and had written officially to Muhaninuid Hasliijn Khan, 
commending to his protection the families and property 
of certain persons in the employ of or friendly to the 
British. The octroi and cu-stoms were handed ovei* to 
the same official, as well as 400 smooth-bore muskets, 
formerly belonging to the Wall’s troops, which had 
been collected in the neighbouring villages. Eighteen 
smooth-bore field guns had been sent up from India 
for. the Amir, and Were ready for deli\ery, together 
with 50,000 rupees ; while 3,000 rifles were ready at 
Chainan to be handed over to tlie Amir’s officers. It 
only remained to hand over the city itself. On the 
morning of the •21st April General Hume vacated the 
'^garters he had occupied with the head-quarters shiif ; 
and at 10 a.m. the field officer of the day commenced 
withdrawing the guards on the city gates, each being in 
turn o(*(;upied by a detachment of the Amir’s khamdam. 
Charge of the entrance from the city to the citadel 
square was then similarly transfeiTcd, and the eighteen 
field gims, wdiich were pushed within the citfidel sejuare, 
wmre made over to Sardar Shains-ud-din. 

At noon pi’ecisely the Union .lack on the central 
tow'er was hauled down under a salute of 31 guns, after 
which the guard on the north or citadel gate was with- 
drawn, and the last of the British troops marched out of 
Kandahar. All the remaining troops had previously 
quitted the cantonment and citadel, and w'^ere encamped 
on tlie plain to the north. 

Colonel St. .John, a. is., remained in the city till half- 
past three, when a considerable number of sardars, chiefs, 
merchants and others assembled to wish him good-bye, 
after which he rode through the streets and the citadel 
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to the eurnp. Except that the gates were closed, and 
that the Indian camp followers, usually so numerous in 
the bazaars, were wanting, the town wore its at^cus- 
tonied appearance. 'I'he ex'^acuation ()f Kandahar was 
thus quietly completed without disturbance or trouble 
of any sort. 

At 7 a.m. on the 2*2nd Sardar Shams-ud-din Khan 
and others of the iVmir’s officers, accompanied by the 
Kandahari sardars, came out to bid farewell to General 
Hume and Colonel St. John, and at 8 a.m. the column, 
composed of the 1st Brigade under General Walker and 
the Cavalry Brigade under General Wilkinson, moved 
off the camping ground as fbllow^s : 


Mnm Column, 


Fiold Force liead-qiuirters, Major- 
(ileiieral [Inine. and 1st Brigade 
liead-qna rtivrs , Brigad ier-( lei leral 
G. C. Walker, 


Poona Horse (2 squad ron.s). 
ll.A. 

No. 11 (.’ompany Bombay Sappers and 
Miners. 

(>;lrd Foot. 

^Ird jlcngal Infantry. 
l)th Bombay infantry. 


Jirar Guard, 


Under l^rigadier-Geucral 11. 
Wilkinsoii. 


' i;ith Hu.ssars. 

IViona Horse (2 squadrons), 

D-B, R.H.A. 

Gljrd Foot (2 companies). 

^ 3rd Bengal Infantry (2 coiripanics). 


The wffiole column marched to Mandi Hissar, which 
the rear guard rea(;hcd at noon. 

For the next five days the march w^as continued 
without interruption or incident to Chaman, each post 
in turn being handed ox'^er, on the departure of the 
column, to the Amir’s agents. Chaman xvas reached 
on the 27th April, and as this post was to be retained 
by the British, the xx’ithdrawal from Afghan territory 
was noxv completed. 

But little reinains to be related. The march of the 
troops xx^as continued in accordance with the pre- 
arranged plan. Major-General Hume reached Quetta 
on the ‘ith May, and the troops from Kandaha.r 
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detailed for the Quetta garrison arriv^ed on the 
following day. 

MeanAvliile CTcneral J. H. Henderson had pushed 
on by double marches from Quetta to Sibi, where he 
assumed the direction of the entrainment and despatch 
of corps as they arrived. Jirigadier-Oeneral O. V. 
Tanner at the same time proceeded to Sukkur to per- 
sonally superintend the piissage of the ti’oops iicross the 
Indus. 

The health of the force was excellent, both between 
Kandahar and Quetta, and in tlie Rolan Pass, a satis- 
factory result of the excellent arrangcrtients made 
beforehand by Major-CJeneral Hume and his assistant 
staff officers. The heat was indeed excessive below 
Mach, but the rest (tamps had been arranged so care- 
fully witli regard to shelter and water-sup})ly tliat but 
ifttle inconvenien<te was felt by the troo})s, and in the 
Rritish portion of the force only one (ieath occurred 
during the whole operations of the withdrawal. Among 
the natives thirteen soldiers died and six followers. 

On the 8th May the leading portion of the for(;e 
from Kandahar (the 2-1 1th Foot and a wing of 2-7th 
Fusiliers) marched to J*ir (.^haoki railway station, near 
Rindli, and on the 23r(l tlie troops detailed for with- 
drawal to India had all passed Sibi. Tlie whole 
jnovement had been accomplished without a hitch, and 
the commis.sariat an'angements for feeding sucli a con- 
tinuous stream of troops, as well as the care for the 
sanitary condition of the camp grounds, were as worthy 
of praise as was the preparation for the arrival of the 
force at the re.st camps and the railway terminus. 

On the 23rd May Major-(ieneral Hume reported 
from Quetta that the last regiment for India had left 
Sibi. The Southern Afghanistan F'ield Force became 
the Quetta Division, and the second phase of the 
Second Afghan War was at an end. 
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APPENDIX I (see p. 14) 

IXEORMATION DirrAINi;!) EUOM PoLWK lilcrORT (No. 27) DAl'ED 

14th Aimmi., 1878/ 

(1) IJiMrihutkyn of troopn (f Amir Sher Ali in March^ 1878. 



Men. 

Mtiu. 

Mon. 

iSt'btion. 

14 repiinciits of ijifantry 

. m) 

3,400\ 



1 squadron of ciivalry 

. 150 

150 


(1) 

2i ofepliant hattoricH . 

. 7ij - 

14(» 

-10,010. 

Kabul. 

0 troops horse artillery 

. 150 - 

000 


0 ninlo irioniitain butteries 

. 70 - 

420, 



3 regiments of iiifaiitrv 

. (500 = 

l,00(h 



2 regiments of cavalry 

1 tro(»p of horse artillery . 

. 6(H> - 

. 150 

1,200 1 
150 i 

;5,2()0. 

(-) 

Jalalabafl. 

1 mule mountain battery . 

. 70 - 

70J 



ty regiments of inhiiitry 

. 000 

3,000^ 


(«) 

1 troop horse artillery 

. 1 50 ?=:: 

150 ' 

3,220. 

8berab;ul, 

1 mule Tnoiintain biitiery . 

. 70 - 

70. 



3 regiments of infantry 

. 000 -- 

1,»()0S 



2 regiments ol cavalry (less one 



w 

squadron at Kabul) . 

. OOO 

050 


Kurrain. 

2 troops horse artillery 

. 150 

fHXl 



2 mule mountain batteries 

. 70 

140 J 



4 rogiincnts of infantry 

. 000 

2,4(K>'| 


(5) 

Kandabar. 

C regiments of c‘.avalry 

. 0<K1 

3,0fX) 1 

|- 0,370. 

2 troops horse artilh?ry 

. ir>o = 

300 1 

1 mule rnouiitain battery , 

. 70 - 

70 ) 



17 regiments of infantry 

. 000 ^ 

10,200'j 


(0) 

Herat. 

4 troops horse artillery 

. 150 == 

(>00 1 

[ 11 ^ 220 . 

2 mule mountain batteries 

. 70 

140 j 

4 bullock batteries , 

. 70 - 

2«0j 

1 


4 regiments of infantry 

. 000 

2^400'! 

, 

Maiinana. 

2 trooi>s horse artillery 
i mule mountain battery . 

. 150 - 

. 70 

300 1 
70 1 

[ 2,840. 

1 bullock batttjry 

. 70 = 

7oJ 

1 


12 regiments of infantry . 

. 000 - 

7,2(X)^ 



6 regiments of cavalry 

. 000 - 

3,000 


(«) 

4 troops horse artillery 

. 150 = 

000 

11,820. 

Halkh. 

4 mule mountain batteries 

. 70 = 

280 j 



2 bullock batteries . . 

. 70 - 

140j 




^ No Intelligence Department existed in India at that date. 
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ITiere are only eiglit centres or military depots, from which 
detachments are posted at different places in the vicinity of the 
several depots. 

The regular troops are well supported by the irregulars at 
Kandahar, Herat, Maimana, and Balkh. The artillery is looked 
upon as the most important branch of the service ; it is the Ixist 
paid, and most dej)cnded upon in cfise of trouble. 


Ahstravt — Men. 

Kahul ......... 10,010 

Jalalabad 0,220 

Sliorabiul ........ 3,220 

Kurrain 3,11)0 

Kandabar (>^870 

Ihn-xt 11,220 

Mainiatm 2,840 

IJalkh 11,820 


"rnUil , 


. 51,800 


( 2 ) MiUtmy resources of Afghanvttan at the dose of Mardi^ 1877 . 


1. Received by the Amir from the Englisli Government: 


12,000 
2,000 
15, (MK) 

20,000 rifles, niuzzle-Ioadiiij^. 
5,000 riflas, bm*cli-loa<li!if^ 
(Sjilder). 

Total . 84,000 rides, M.L. & H.L. 


1 eJejdiant battery . | iiic”rt‘irs 

1 inule iiiouutain battery 0 guns. 


2. All the above arms w^ere presented with ammunition and 
gear complete. In store in the arsenal tliere wer<i 30,000 stands 
of firearms, principally mu///le-loading muskets, smwth-bore and 
rifles. 

The arsenal, in proportion to the re(|uirenieuts of the country, 
wfis fairly stored with munitions of war. 

3. Guns, rifles, nmzzle- and brcec*h-loaders, powder, and per- 
cas.sion caps arc inamifactiired in Kabul wdtli facility. 

I^ad, iron, and necessaries for powder are procurable within 
Rabtil territory. Copper and brass are imported through Pe.sliawar 
merchants from Bombay and Calcutta. 

4. The following is an abstract of the Amir’s army, which is 
divided into regular and irregular troops 
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(535 


UeguJara. 


C2 regimeiita of iurantry, 61K) men Oiich, eoin- 

missionetl and uon-e(»in missioned oliieers . . 

Ifj regiments of eavalry, 000 men eaidi^ including eoin* 

iniwSsioiied and (u»n-(;onuni!^sioiied odieers . . 0^000 

2 cleidiani: ai*t.illery lisitteries, 1 guns and 2 mortars. 

eaeli 70 men ........ 1 40 

22 horse jirtillcry halteries, (> guns, 150 niiU), oflieers 

and non-eommissioned offi<*ers .... 0,000 

10 mule mountain batteries, (? guns^ 70 men . . 1,200 

7 bullock batteriesj 0 guns, 70 nieii ... 400 

.0,100 

'fotal 51,000 


Ahfttrari Mou. 

Artillery 5,100 

(/avalry ......... 0,000 

Infantry . 07,-00 

1\d.al 51,000 


« 

with 309^ guns, of wliich 24 only are broedi-loMdfv.s, 


frre/jaia}\s\ 

lM>ot levies . 0,000 

Mounted levies ....... 10,000 

’I otal 2 1,000 


5, Tlje regular troops have niueh. improved of late yt*ar.s in 
regard to tlieir drill, discipline, arms, and clothing. IJut tlie 
service is iinpoj>ular owing to had officers, forced enlistment, poor 
and uncertain pay. In cem’ of zcar ivrth the English^ mont of the 
troops at each action zcill either come ox'cr to m or else disperse, 

6. The irregular troops are entered on the Amir^s books at 

24.000, and he has to pay for this number to the different sardars 
through whom they are enterlained ; but in times of peace only 

6.000, or about a fourth, are actually kept up. I'his liranch of 
the service i.s, however, excessively ela'^tic. In the hour of trouble 
every headman and chief of every clan or tribe i.s called upon and 
made to furnisli levies, lasts have iilready been prepanid of all 
the able-bodied men capable of bearing arm.s ; and 100,000 ai’ined 
men could Ik? assembled at Kabul without miu'h difficulty. 

’ 7'his total does not agree with the numbers given inmiediat<?ly above, 
which aggregate 324 guns. 
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Dkcla RATION OR War (see p. 22) 

(Jamp LAiiouii:, 

2!.sv5 November, IH78. 

2he Viceroy of India to the Amir Sher AH Kfum (f AVifr/t/, to his 

Sardars and siihjects^ and to all the jycoplc of Afghanistan, 

It is now ten years since the Amir Slier Ali Khan, after a 
prolonged struggle, had at last succeeded in platting himself uj>on 
the throne of Kabul, At that time his dominion still needetl 
consolidation, and the extent of it was still undefin(‘d. In these 
circumstances tlie Amir, who had already been assisted by the 
British Government with money and with arms, expressed a wish 
to meet the V^icei’oy of India. His wish W7is cordially complied 
with. He was courteously received and honourably entertained 
by the V^iceroy at Urnballa. The countenance and support he had 
come to seek were then assured to him. Ho at the same time 
obtained further unconditional assistance in arms and money. 
These tokens of the good-will of the British Government, which 
he gratefully acknowledged, materially aided the Amir, after his 
return to his own countiy, in there securing his position and 
extending his authority. 

Since then the Amir Sher Ali Khan has received from the 
British Government, in confirmation of its good-will, large additional 
gifts of arms. The powerfVil inHnence of the British Government 
has securc?d for him formal recognition by the Emperor of 
Russia of a fixed boundary between the kingdom of Kabul and 
the Khanates of Bokhara and Kokand. The Amirs sovereignty 
over Wakhan and Badakhshan was thereby admitted and made 
sure— a sovereignty whicli had, till then, been disputed by the 
Russian Government. His subjects have been allow^ed to pass 
freely throughout the Indian Empire, to crarry on trade, and to 
enjoy all the protection afforded l)y the British Goveriimeiit to its 
own subjects. In no single instance have they been unjustly or 
inhospitably treated within British jurisdiction. 

For all thcxse gracious acts the Amir Sher Ali Khan has ren- 
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<lered no return. On the contrary, he has requited therji with active 
ill-will and open dis(*ourtesy. The authority over Badakhshan, 
acquired for him by the influence of the Britisli Government, was 
used by him to forbid pa.ssa*fc througli tliat province to a British 
officer of rank returning fi-om a mission to a neighbouring State, 
lie has closed against iVee passage to British subjects and their 
commerce the roads between India and Afglianistan. He lias 
maltreated British subjects, and permitted British traders to be 
plundered within his jurisdiction, giving them neither protecvtion 
nor redress. He has used cruelly and put to death subjects of his 
own on the mere suspicion that they were in communication with 
tlie British Government. He has openly and assiduously endea- 
voured, by words and deeds, to stir iqi religious li/itred against the 
English, and incite war against the Empire i^f India. Having 
previously excluded British officers from every part of his 
dominions, and refused to receive a British Mission, having left 
nnaiiswered friendly communications addiessc^d to him by the 
Vi(!eroy, and repelled all elforts towai'ds amicable intcvrcourse 
l)ctween the British Government and himself, he has, never- 
tht^less, reiieived formally arifl cmtertained publicly at Kabul an 
Embassy from Russia, 'fhis be has done at a time when such 
an txvX derived special significance from the character of con- 
temporaneous events in Europe, and tlie attitude of England 
and Russia in relation thmxffo. Furthermore, ho has done it, 
well knowing that tlie Russian Govenimeut stands pledged, bv 
engagements with England, to regard his territories as (rompletely 
beyond the sphere of Russian iiiffueuee. Finally, wliile tins 
Russian Embassy is still at his capital, tlu? Amir has forcn'bly 
repulsed, at his outposts., an English Envoy of high rank, of 
whose coming he had formal and timely anuouncenient by a 
letter from the Viceroy attesting the impoitance and urgency of 
the Envoy’s inission. 

Even then the British Government, still anxious to avert the 
calamities of w^ar, deferred hostile aiffion, and proffered to the 
Amir a last opportunity of escaping the punishment merited by 
his acts. Of this opportunity the Amir has refused to avail 
himself. It has been the wish of the British Government to find 
the best security for its Indian frontier in the friendship of a State, 
w^hose independence it seeks to confiiin, and of a Prince, whose 
throne it foxs helped to support. Animated by this wish, the 
British Government has made repeated efforts to establish with 
the Amir Sher Ali Khan those close and cordial lelaticjns which 
are necessary to the interests of the two neighbouring countries. 
But its efforts, after being persistently repulsed, have now been 
met with open indignity and defiance. 
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The Amir Shcr Ali Khan, mistaking for weakness the long 
forbearance of the Britisli Govennnent, has thus deliberately 
incurred its just msentment. With the sardara mid peoj)le of 
Afghanistan this Goveriinient Inis still no (juarrel, and desires 
none. The;y are absolved from all responsibility for the recent 
acts of the Amir ; and as they have given no offence, so the 
British Government, wishing to respect theii’ indepjndence, will 
not willingly itijure or interfeie with them. Nor will the British 
Govennnent toierate interference on the part of any other Power 
in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. 

Upon the Amir Slier Ali Khan ahme rests the responsibility of 
having exchange<l the friendship for the hostility of the Empre.ss 
of India. 



2ud Division under Lieutenant- 
General Mantle. 


AP1»ENDIX III (SCO p. VJ) 

Difdrihtdion of the PcHhatem^ Valley Field Force on \st Janmiry^ 

1879 . 


(Javalry 

Artillery 

l«if:uitry 


fUirrinon of Jalolahmi, 

( 1 - • • • * ] Ihiilor Brigiidier-Goneral 

I nti. . . J < ■ J. f>. 

/!-(/, Royal Morse Artillery. 

I No. 4 \iouiitaiii Battery, Punjab Frontier l*Vjrro. 
j^vSappers anti Miners . 

4tb Battalion Rille Bri^atle'| 

4t]i tiiirklias . . . 1 1 

2(>Lli Punjab Native fiilantry j 


f I 'nfler Brigadier- 

4t]i tiiirklias . . . J- l Brigade (ienenil M, ’l\ Mac - 


( I Hides Infantry 
( 1 St Sikhs . 


i' 


])he!>on. 


• 1 o 1 1 > • i f L’nder Brigadier- 
J' * l.Geiiei‘al b’. M. denkins. 


(1) Ikisavval 


IJno of ( -00170110100 //io7i\\ 

(Head-quarters 2nd Brigade/ 

1st Division, Peshawar V'al- 
ley Field Force , 

114), Royal Artillery, 2 guns tJnder Brigadier-General 
(l-17tli Foot . 

( F41, Rov al Artillerv 
J 27 


J. A. 'IVlIer. 


(2) Dakka ,-{27tb Punjab Native Infantry, 

\ 4.5th Sikhs , 

/(S) Gindi Khaiia, htli Bengal Native Infantry. 

D-A, Royal Horse Artillery^ 
11-1), Royal Artillery, 2 guns 


(4) Ali Masjid 


^ 51st F<»ot 


1 2nd Gurkluis , . .j 

I Mliairwara Battalion . . j 

(Madras Sa oners . . .j 


. I Ibider Brigadier-General 
F. E. Appleyard. 


IStli Bengal Lancers 
^ D-A, Royal Horse Artillery 
11-9, Royal Artillery^, 2 guns 
( 6 ) Jamrud .4 5th Fusiliers 

25 til Foot . . . . 

24th Punjab Native Infantry. 
(Sappers and Miners 

(«> (ilti. sTkL ; : 

l /> 7 \ Lancers. 

\{i) iara . | Artillery. 

(8) Nowshera l-12th Foot. 


U nder Brigad ier-(ic.noral 
J. Doran. 


.'I Sen it back suffering from 
. / sickness. 
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Dhtrlhuthyn of %nd Divimon^ Peshmcui' Valley FleM Forcc^ ordered 
on tlw advance of Uw l«v^ Dhnsdon In Ajrril^ 1 879, 


Harikjio 


Basa^val 


Dakka 


Laiidi Kotal 


Ali iVlasjkl . 


Jauiruii 


/] squadron IStli Heii^al Lanfors. 

12 companies 24tb Punjal* Native Infantry. 

/Head-(piarters Cavahy Brigade. 
ilead-(piai*ters 1st Infiuitiy Brigade (Brigadier- 
General l>oran). 

Head-quarters l,*ith Bengal Liiiieers. 

H-A, Royal Morse Artillery. .7 

Head-quarters 25th King’s own Borderers, 
c Head -quarters 24t!i Bengal Infantry. 

/'(.•-Jl, Royal Artillery. 

, I 1 (‘onlfwiny 25th Foot, 
i BJiopjil Battcilioii. 

r Divisional head -quarters. 

I Head-quarters 2nd Infantry Brigade. 

I I troop 10th Bengal Lancers. 

' I 13-0, Royal Artillery. 

1 1 -5th Fusiliers. 

V2iul Gurkhas, 

I Detachment 10th Bengal Lancers. 

.iOth Bengal Infantry. 

I Mhairwara Battalion. 

rOth I.iancers. 

I Detachment 10th ReiigaJ Lancers. 

■ 1 H-(', Royal Horse Artillery, 
tooth Bengal Infantry. 
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Treat if hctxocen the Uritiftk Government and Hhs irig’hnch'fi Ala- 
hammad Yakub Khan^ Amir of Afghaiiistan and H.s Depen- 
denc'mH^ vonelndcd at GandanutT on the ^iSth Marp 1879, by 
His Highnefis the A mir Afuhanimad Yakub Khan on his oxen 
pari^ and on the paH of the British Govern mod by Major P. 
L, N, C\tragnan^ < *\/.. Political Officer^ on special duty^ in 
virive of full poiveTH vested in him by the Bight Hon. hUhaiixl 
B.obcrf Lytton Bahver LytUm., Baron hytion of Knelncorth^ 
and a Baronet^ Grand JliaMer of the .Most lira lied. Order of 

^ the Star of India., Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honour- 
able Order of the Bath., Grand Master <f the Order of the 
Indian Empire^ Viceroy and Goxwrnor-General of India. 

The follosving arti(;les of a for the restoivitioii of peace 

{iiiti aniicahle relations have been agreecl M|)on betweeji Lhe PritisJi 
( government and Idis Highness Muhammad Ybikub Jvhaii, Amir of 
Afghanistan and its Dependencies : 

Article 1. — From the day of the ex<*liange oi' tin* i-atific nations 
of the present Treaty^, there sliall i)e pc.'riKvhnal pea(‘e ainJ 
friendship between the British Govern imait on the one 
part, and His Highness the Amii* of Afglianistan and its 
Dependencies, and his successors, on tlu^ other. 

Article 2. — His Highness the Amir of Afglninistan and its 
Dependencies engages, on the (ixcliangct of the ratifications 
of tins Treaty, to publish a full aTjd complete amnesty, 
absolving all his subjects from any responsibility for inter- 
course with tlie British forces during tlie war, and to 
guarantee and protect all persons of whatever degree from 
any puuisluueiit or molestation on that account. 

Article 3,— His Highness the Amir of Afghainstan and its 
Dependencies agrees to <!ondiict lus relations with foreign 
States in accordance with the advice and wishes ot tlie 
British Government. His Highness the Amir will enter 
into no engagements with foreign States, and will not bike 
up arms against any foreign State, except with the coil- 
ed 4j 
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ciuTGiK'P of Uie British Governmeiit. On these conditions 
the British Govenunent will support the Amir against any 
foreign aggression with money, arins or troops, to bo cMii* 
ployed in vNhatsoever manner the British (Jovernment runy 
judge best for tliis purpose. Slioukl British troops at any 
time cuter Afghanisl.an for the purpose of repelling* foioign 
aggression, they will return to their stations in British 
territory as soon as the objecd: for which tliey entered lias 
been ac*com pi i si kk i . 

ArtkJc 4. — With a view to the imuTitcnance of the direct and 
intimate relations now esta}>lished between the British 
Government and His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan, 
and for the better protection of the frontiers of His 
Highness's dominions, it is agreed that a British repre- 
sentative shall reside at Kabid with a suitable escort, in a 
place of residence appi'opriafe to his rank and dignit 3 ^ It 
is also agreed that the Britisli Government shall have the 
right to depute British agents witli suitable escorts to 
the Afghan frontiers whensoever this may ))e consicktml 
necessary by the Biitish (Tovernment in tin* interests of 
lH)th States on tlie oceiirrencte of any important externa] 
fa<;t. Ilis Highness the Amir of jVfghanistan may, on his 
part, depute an agent to reside at the (-ourt of His 
Excellency the V^icerov^ and Governor-General of India, 
and at such other places in British India as may be 
similarly agreed upon. 

Article 5.- -Mis Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its 
Dependen<*ies giiarantees the personal safety and lionour* 
able treatmeiit of British agents within his jurisdiction, 
and the British Government on its part undei-takes that 
its agents shall never in any way interfere with the internal 
administration of His Highness's dominions. 

Article, fj. — His Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its 
DepeiKkaicies undertakes, on b<ihalf of himself and his 
successors, to ofter no impediment to British subjects 
peacohilly trading within his <lominions, so long as they 
do so with the permission of the British Government, 
and in accordance with such arrangements as may be 
mutually agrec'd upon from time to time between the 
two Governments. 

Article 7. — In order that the passage of trade between the 
territories of the British Government and of His Highness 
the Amir of Afghanistan may op(?ii and nninteiTUpted, 
flis Highness the Amir of Afghanistan agrees to use his: 
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best endeavours to (*nsure the protection of traders and 
to facilitate the transit of goods along tlu' well-known 
customary roads of AfghanistaiL "rhese roads sliall be 
improved and maij)tained in Mi<*h inaiiner as the two 
Governinonts may <lecide to be inost ('X[i<‘dient for tlie 
general convenience of trattic, and under such /inancial 
arrangenients as may be mutually determined n|K)n between 
them. The arrangements made for the maintenance and 
security <rf the aforesaid roads, i'or the settlenumt of tlie 
duties to be levied upon merchandise carried over these 
roads, ami for the general protection and deviilopmtad. of 
trade with and thi'oiigh the <loininions of His Higimess 
will be stated in a separate comnuacial treaty, to be cou- 
cliided witln'n one year, due regard being given to the statt; 
of tVie country. 

AH'ich 8.- >VVitb a vimv to facilitate communications between 
the allieil (iovermnents, and to aid and dc‘velt>|) intercourse, 
and commercial ri^lations betwei^n the two (‘oimtries, it is 
hm'eby agreed that a line of tc*legra|>h from Kurram to 
Kabul shall Ik? constructed by, and at the cost of\ the 
Britislj Government; and the Amir of Afghanistan l)ei\‘hy 
undertakes to provide for tlie proper j>rotection of this 
telegraph line, 

ArttvJe 9.---^In consideration of tlu? renewal of a friendly 
allianc’e between tiu? two Sbites, which has iKHiii attested 
mid secured by the foi-cgoing articles, the Uriti.sh Govern- 
ment restores to His Ilighness tlie Amir of Afghanistan 
and its Dependencies I he towns of Kandaliar and Jalalaba<l, 
with all the territory now' in possession of the British armies, 
excepting the districts of Kurram, Peshin, and Sibi. His 
Highness the Amir of Afghanistan and its l)ep(*ndencies 
agrees on his part that the districts of Kurram, Peshivi 
and Sihi, according to the limits defined in the schedule 
annexed, shall remain under the protection and adminis- 
trative control of the British Goveimnent ; that is to say, 
the afoi’esaid districts shall not be considered as permanently 
severed from the limits of the Afghan kingdom. 'J'he 
revenues of these districts, after deducting the cliarges of 
civil administration, shall be paid to .His Highness the 
Amir. The British Government wdll retain in its own 
hands the control of the Khyber and Michiii Passes, which 
lie between the Peshawar and Jalalabatl districts, and of 
all relations wdth the independent tribes of the territory 
directly connected with these passes. 
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AHicle 10. — For the further support of Ills Higliness the Amir, 
in the recovt^ry and inaintenanee of his legitimate authority, 
and in con si delation of the etlicieiit fulfilment in their 
entirety of the engagement stipulated by the foregoing 
articles, the British Goveniinent agrees to pay to Hi« 
Highness the Amir and to his successors an annual 
subsidy of 6 lakhs of rupees. 


Done at (jandainak this 26th day of May, 1879, corresponding 
with the 4th dav of the mouth of Janiadi-iil-Sani 1196 a.h. 


Seal, j (Sd.) AMJR MlTHAMMAl) YAKUB KHAN. 
(Sd.) N, (LWAGNARI, .l//z/or. 



PolitUal Oj[ficc7\ 071 Special Duty, 

LY'rroN. 



APPENDIX VI (sec p. «1) 

Distrilndion of the Pefihawar Valley Field Force on May, 1879. 


Artillery . 
('avjilry . 

'ft 

BritisVi Inffiiitry 

Native liifantry 


Artillery . 
C'avalry . . 
Hritisli Infantry 


iVa li VG I J 1 fan try 


Dimsion. 

l-(\, Koyal Horse Artillery . 

Royal Artillery (2 divisions) 

Royal Artillery 
No. 4 Mountain Battery 
iOtlj Hussars (5 troops) 

■;(» aides Cavalry 
i lllli Bengal Lancers (1 troop) 

17th Foot .... 
jolst (7 compfinies) 

I'lth Battalion IliHe Brigade . 

{ Guides Infantry . 

4 th liurklias .... 

27t]i Buiijiib Intautry (C> eonipaiiies) 

J.10tli Fieuii^al infantry . 

4oth Sikhs ((J companies) 

Bengal Sappm-sand Miners (2 companies) 
K-Jl, Royal Artillei'y (Lst division) 

11 til Bengal [..ancers (5 troops) 

51 at Foot (I company) . 
fist Sikhs . 

I 27th Ihmjab Infantry (2 companies) 
totli Sikhs (2 companies) 

I Bengal Sappers and Miners (2 (companies) 
(^Madras Sappers and *VIiners(l ijoiripany). 


Cavalry . 
British Infantry 
Native Infantry 
Artillery . 
Cavalry . 
British Infantry 
Native Infantry 

Artillery . 
I'avalry . 
British Infantry 
Native Infantry 


2n(i Dimsiion. 

Rlth Bengal l.^iicers (2 troops) 

5 th Foot (1 company) .... 
2iid Gurkhas (2 companies) . 
l)-A, Roy'al Horse Artillery . 

9th Lai liters (2 sfjuadron.s) 
lilth Bengal [.Kincers (r3 troops) 

1-oth Fusiliers (7 companies) 

2nd Gurkhas (B companies) . . . I 

Madras Sappers and Miners (1 compaiiy)J 
03, Royal Artillery . . . . ) 

10th Bengal Lancers (3 troops) . . I 

12th Foot (1 coinriaiiy) . . . . I 

Mhairwara Battalion . . . J 

(545 


J At and near Gan- 
dainak and Safed 
Siuiff. 


J-At Jalalabad. 


At Barikao. 


fAt Basawal. 


At Dakka. 
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Artillery . . .11-0, Royal Artillery . . , , 

C'avalry . . KHli Hussars (1 troop) .... 

British I^idyKha.ta 

/ 2 tth Punjab Jiifaiitry (1 . . I^urli Kobil. 

Native IiifaiitryJ Bliojml Battalion (1 wing) 

( Mailras Sapj>ers and Miners (1 eoinpany)- 


Cavalry . 
Nativ’e IniVint 


(lOtb Bengal Laiu^ers (1 troop) 
' 1 Bengal Cancers (I troop) 
jiith Bengal Infantry 
|2‘ltb Bunjab Intantry (I wing) 
Bhopal Battalion (1 wing) 
lodtli Madras Infantry . 


\At Ali Masjid and 
I Jainrud. 


Artillery . . H-fJ, Royal Horse Ai-t/illery . . .At Peshaw^ar. 



Advanced tro«>ps iiiider 
Hrif^adiei'-Gei lenil '/'hol- 
vvall at and alunit tlie 
I'aiwar Kotil. 




ArPENDIX VII (see p. 184) 

IHstribiition of the Knrrani Valley F/cld Force mid Ganisoiis of the 
Punjab Fyontier on the ^4iih February^ 1879. 

{ l.>etac)nn«‘nt ath |*inijab C’avalrv. 

* J Royal Artillc‘n% 

No. 2 Mountain Rattevy. 
lietaelniuMit 2-Hl;b Foot. 

Detachment 72nd 1 lighlanders. 

2nd Punjab Infirntry. 

28th I^tiiijab Native Inlantry. 

7th (‘ornpiiny Reif^al Sap]K‘rs. 
Head-quarters. 

Detaclnnent dth Punjab (’avalry. 
J)t'ta<‘hment lltli Jieii^al fA-uicers. 

A F-A, Roya] Dorse Artillery. 

IVing- 21)th I'nnjab Native Ijibmtry. 
rDetachmeiit oth Punjab Cavalry. 

.“I Detiwlnnent 72nd Highlanders. 
l r»th < rurkhas. 
p2th Henj^al ( avalry, 

A Royal Horse Artillei*y. 

No. I Mountain IVittery. 

Detachment 72iid Dig’ll landers. 

Detachment 2Jst Ibinjab Native Infantry. 

i ''! squadron Dtli Lancers. 

I >etachnient oth I^unjab CaA'jilry. 

Part of I4t.b Rengal l-ancers. 

A G-d, R-oyaJ Artillery. 

M^ing 2-8th Foot, 
oth ibnijab Infantry. 

fVt Mandori on left bank of | 28rd Ibmgal Pionef‘rs. 


l«V)rt Kurrain 


JIazir ]*ir 


Kolia t 


Kiirram River 


Punjfih Chiefs' Contingent, 
At'riial , 


. i Part of 2l)tlj Punjab Native Infantry. 

A I )] )rox . 


r Patiala 
I Nabha 


At Bannu 

At Dera Ghazi Klian . 
fAt 


In film. ry. 


Guns. 

800 

8(H) 

4 

soo 


8 

200 

. . . 

... 

200 

50 

... 

500 

200 

8 

. 500 

100 

8 

. 800 

100 

... 


Heserx'c . 


.ISinniir . 
t Karidkot 
/Jhiiul 
’ \ Kapurtliala 
. Ikihawalpur 

Muto>i and p<*ni KJmu Briga-le. 

Rngadier-tTeneral Me Master. I 

At Ra\valx>indi Light Infantry. 

r 02 nd Gordon Highlanders. 

1 wing 2nd Bengal Native Infantry, 
lllth Bengal Native Infantry, 

. 1 wing 2iicl Bengal Native Iiifautry. 

H 7 


At Kohat 
( At Bannu 



DistrihHtnyn 


Ali Kliel 


KarraiTi Fort 


Hiaii Klicl . 
IViiwar Kotal 


APl'f^NDIX VIII (see p. 14J2) 


of Troopa hi the KwiTcim Valley on the conchmon of 
the Fh'.st Camjyaigii^ 


No. 2 Movmiaiii Hatttoy. 
72 nJ 

92] 1(1 Hi^liljiiidors. 
oth Gurkhas. 

■ J2th (’avalry. I 

14 th Hoiif^al ljaiHiers| 
(wing). ^ I 

2 couipaiiios 9tli Foot. | 
2Hth INuijah Native lii- 
. lautry. 

(?7th Foot. 

2-8th hoot. 


F-A, Iloyal Horse Artii- 


Paiwar ( 'an- 
toimieiit. 


rF-A, 

ler 

I ( -4, 1 


Ikilcsli Kina 


8a]ugun)a 


koyal Artillery. 

I ('2-;$, Royal Artillery. 

I 9tli Laijcers(l squadron). 

Punjab Infantry. 

[ No. 1 Mountain Battery. 
14tlj Bengal Gavalry. 
11th Bengal Native In- 
fantry. 

21.st Punjab Native In- 
fantry. 

7th ( ’ompany Sappers. 
23rd Bengal Pioneers, 
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Head-quarters of the army at 
Kandahar. 


APrENDIX JX (see p. !(>(>) 

Distrihiiiion of the South Afghanistan Field Force on the 
^'Hh Januartf^ 1879. 


yArtillory 


Under 
! nrijradierd ieneral 
Ai’biitluiot. 


(Javalry 


/A-R, Royal Horse Artillery. 

1- l, Rciyal Arlillery. 

Koval Artillery. 

Riiyal Artillery. 

H-4, Royal Arlillery. 

0 - 11 ;, Kloiihant Ruttory. 

11-11, M on 11 1 ai 1 1 Bat tery . 

Resliavvar Mountain Batiery, I 
head-quarters and 4 gnus. J 
V2 J^n^iiieer Field Parks. 

( (ith l/i'.'sa "c avalry-, j ‘ 

I lilth U..KWS. I ltnjra.l.«r-(..enei-al I'luie. 

] C avail v- ^ ('avalry Bri|?ade, 2nd Division, under 

l:inl Sind Morse. ' i Hri^^ad.erA.eneral Palliser, 

/dth ( onifiavjy, Sappers and Miners. 

« . loth (oinpany. Sappers and Miners. 

Sapl.er,« a.ul Miners. 
liOth (Jouipany, Sappers and .Miners. 
pjJlth Foot, head -quarters and 7 rompanies. 

2- (>0tli Foot. ...... 

70th Foot ....... 

1.2th Bengal Native Infantry, 
loth Sikhs. 

lOth Pniijal) Native. Inhintry (lialf battilion). 

2f)th Pimjah Native Infantry. 

20th BomUay Native Infantry (2nd Balue.li Infantry). 
V32ud Bombay Native Infantry (Pioneers). 

Total. — E uropeans, 2,001 ; Natives, 3,014. (irHAi\n 'Fotal, 0,70*'5. 


ylnfaiitry 


pst Division. 
2nd Division, 


At Mandi Hi.s.sar . 3rd Hurkhas. 


At Haji Dell 


At Cliamaii . 


(6-11, Royal Artillery. 

ISOtb Foot (1 eoinpuiy). 
l^eshawar Mountain Battery (2 guns). 
Bombay JVIouMUiiii Bfittery (3 guns). 

- 8th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

Ist Punjab Infantry. 

,20tli I^uiijah Native Infantry. 
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At Flaikalzai 

At Quetta 

At Kalat 
So util of I )aclar 


APPENDIX ix 

Bombay Native Intuntry (detaclixneiit), 

^Bombay Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

1st Gurkha.s arrived at Quetta on 23rd January. 
2nd Sikh Iiifiiiitry (furnishing escorts from Dadar). 
lOtli Punjab Native Infantry (wing). 

Bombay Native Intantry (wing). 

. 30tb Bombay Native liifiiiitry (wing), 

I 8-11, Royal Artillery (Jacobabad). 1 
.■sl3“8, Royal Artillery (Dadar). [-Si t^ge train.. 

I JO-8, Royal Artillery (Sukkur). * 



ArPENDIX X (see p. 175) 

Strength^ DidnlmtUm^ and Drtail of the S, Afghan}. dan Field 
Force on the liUh May., 1879. 


M<'n. 


European troojis 
Naitive tr<iops 

o nto} coinbalMnls 

. 9,15)2 

Fffl lowers 



. 5), 500 


(»j*anf1 'Potal .... 

. |}{,)W3 


fjmi 12,(K>0aTii nulls of .sorts, inchidin^r lo (^lepluiots, 2, liorsos, 1 iniilesj 
84(5 ponies^ (>^500 camels, iiiul l>o8 hnJlock.s. 

^ J fi.strihtituni of Force. 

(2n(l INinjah ( avalry. 

Kokenui . I I -1.1 , Royal Artillery. 

( 21Mli Boiubay Native lutiuitry. 
p.st Pimjab C'avalry. 

J9th ll(?ngal Lancers. 

Royal Ifor.so Artillery, 

1 )-2 , Ilf >yal Arti 11 f ‘ry . 

<L4, Royal Artillery, 
o-l i, Rfiyal Artillery. 

Kandahar . .y (5-i 1, Rffyal Artillery. 

10th (’onj]>any, lleiigal Saj>pers. 

;Mlth Kof»t. 

2-OOili Rifles, 
lotlj Sikhs. 

J]rd (fnrkhas. 

l2oth Punjab Native Infantry. 

N.R. — Force preamt on Parade at Kandahar on the 2Ath Map, 

Ofliocrs. Men. 

Staff 

Rf)yal Artillery . . . . ,20 802 

European Infantry 84 1,120 

Native Infantry . . . . .20 1,280 

Native Cavalry . . . . . .15 511 

Total . . . .122 8,271 

n> troop.s 8rd Sind Horse. ^ 

Clmmau (KhusluHl, ^ No. 2 Mountaiji llatteiy. (Vflonel Maleolmson, 
GiiUstan Karez, amh 2nd Siklus. Oimmandinff Peshiri 

ToIki)^ Peshiii, lOtb Punjab Native Infantry Movable Column, 

\ (1 company). 
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n34j, Royal Artillery^ <a- . 

16 - 8 ; 

I -1^ Royal Artillery. 

Quctbi - E-4, Royal Artillery. 

llHh Punjab Native Irilaiitry (7 companies). 

SOtli Roinbay Native Inlantry (heafinjuarters and 
[ wing). tlac.ob*s llillos. 

Kalat , . . 30tli lionibay Nali\ e Infantry (wing). 

Line of cominunicatioii /Ist 8iinl Horse. 

Quetta to Jai^obabad i ISth HoiulutyNative Intinitry (wing and head-quarters). 
At Mach and ])o/.aii . 1st ((ireTiadiers) Bombay Native Inlantry. 


Harwaxa 


f ItJth Bombay Nativ<* Infantry^ (wing). 

12 cnnipanies Bombay Sappco’s (No.s, 2 and 5). 


floMi Bengal Cavalry, Native . , . 348 fibres. 

Vitukri, under Lieu- Bombay Mounbiin Haitery, Native . . 2 guns, 

tenant-! ’olonell*ren- 8th (knnpany. Sappers and Minei., , . 12inen(?) 

dergastin thejMultan 21st Madras Native Infantry, detacbinent 387 riMes. 
Command. 30tli Madj'as Native Inliintry, detachment 212 rifles. 

Bhawalpur (’oiitingent, detachment . 104 rifles. 



APPENDIX XI (sec p. J231) 


(a) Table prepared hp Lieutenant N. L\ FUrdl. Cbamher/aht^ 
ftium-ing the nnmber.s ami mitnre af ('annon and Small Arms 
in the possession of the Afghans at the outbreak oj the uutr. 


NttmhfiT of C-finnon. 


Kiiglish 'Irfiiu 

Kabuli IVaiii (<*le])lia!it) 
,, M ,, (l.mllfM;k) . 


Hrass guns 
BreiM'Ji- loaders 
M uzzle-loadoi's 
Brass guns 
Various small guns of position 


I (liorso batteries) . 
<> I 

\H Winoujilaiu gnus) . 

m I 


Deduct captured, 1879-80 

Remaining in January 1880 (<*liielly in Ht^rat aiul 
Atglian Turkistari) 


(i 

10 

18 

145 

150 

50 

870 

260 

128' 


Rmall A rntfi. 

English Sniders . . - 

,, ICn fields . , . 

,, Rilled carbines . 

,, Jlriiiiswiek carbiin‘S , 

„ Tower muskets 

,, (rivalry pistols . 

Kabuli Sniders 
,, EiifioJds 
Rifled carbines 
Kandabari Enfields. 

Herat! Enfields 
Various kinds for cavalry 
Smooth-bores , . . , 

Flint muskets 

Total . 


5.000 
15,000 

1,200 

1,400 

1 .000 
1,045 
2,180 
8,212 

580 

458 

51G 

1,558 

1,118 

1,800 

40,875 


A lliirty-two of these cannon >vere eapture<l from Ayub Klian at Kaiidaiiar 
on 1st September, 1880. 
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Nwnhf^r of Armjt delivered up or Taken, 

En^lisli Eiilields . . . . . . 742 

„ Sniders i>0<) 

MnsketM jnid countiy rilies of sorts . . 5,427 

- o,r><;9 

Jleiiiainiiig in hands of the Afghans in January, 

1«»() 34,20() 

'lotal .... 4(),«75 

N. B. - It must he Iku-jic in mind that, besides tliese, almost every able- 
bodied man in Atghanistiin is in possession of a jiLraif or native firearm of 
soTUB sort, which is generally inlled and shoot.s very fairly. 

It is worth noticing that no informaiion could he obtained us to whence 
the English rilled carbines, BrunsMick rilies, ^ower muskets, and cavalry 
pistols were obtained. The ‘‘ Brown Besses ” were, perhaps, i>art of those 
taken in 1841-2. 

(6) Iteturn of Ordnance captured by the Kabul Field Force on 
the Qth and \^th Octoher^ 1879. 


Nature of Ordimne^*. 


Howitwu’s 
Mortars . 


. Howitzers 


f Breech-loading ^ 


Muzzle-loading 

Muzzle-loading 


[ 12-pr. 

I »-i)r. 

\ 8-pr. 

I H-in. 
\ 12-pr. 
f a-in, 
I 5j-iti. 
/ 24-t)r. 
I la-pr. 

8~in. 
[ 2()-pr. 

12-pr. 
I !}-pr. 
I 8-pr. 

G-pr. 
V 4-]>r. 
7-pr. 


Atgluiii 
I Atghuii 
j I Englisl 
! Afghan 
i Afghan 
I Afghan 
I Afghan 
j I Eiigiisl 
I Afghan 
I English 
i English 
Afghan 
Afghan 
Afgliau 
Afghan 
Afghan 
Afghan . 
Afghan 

Afghan , 


i M 




f § 

- 2 

I Is 

• nr rS 

^ S - 

' .J-o 

;■ r/. e ^ i c 5 

! *^4 52.^ {3^0 

i SO 

. ! ^ S3 (M eft O j- 

’ j 15 £ r-1 ^ cr. 

H ■<?) 


6 10 


20 21 76 85 12 
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The amount of war maUrlel found ij) tlic Uala Hissar was very 
great. Among the stores were 1,0(K),<)00 rounds of English-made 
Snider ammunition, with a quantity of tin* same of local make. 
()f loose powder there, was a large quantity (mucli of which was 
destroyed by (ieneral flolierts), together witli a store of lead, 
copper, tin, shot, shell, caps, as well as of (Nothing and accoutre- 
men is. Tlie rifles had been taken away, but somi* were being 
brought back almost daily, as well as the horses, ponies, and other 
property belonging to tiie Embassy. A quantity of warm clotli- 
ing was also foaiul, but nut nearly suffit*ient for the troops during 
the coming winter. 



APPENDIX XII (see p. 


Provlmiwtum hy Sir Frederick liobertff io the people of Kahul^ 
V2th October, 1879. 

Ill my prodamation of the 8r(l October ( = 15th ShawaJ), dated 
Zargiiiislifihar, 1 informed the peopl(‘ of Kabul that a Hntish 
army was advancing to take possession of the city ; and I warned 
them against offeihig any it‘sisi;a.nce to the entry of the troops, 
and the authority of Ilis llighuess the Amir. That warning has 
been disregarded, '^l^he for(‘e under my command has now readied 
Kabul, and occmiied the Bala Hissar ; but its advance has lieey 
pertinaciously opposed, and the inhabitants of tlie city have taken 
a (jonspicuous part in the opposition oUcred. Tliey have therefore 
become rebels against His Highness tlie Amir, and have added to 
the guilt already incurred by them in abetting the murder of the 
British Envoy and of his companions, a treacherous and cowardly 
crime, which has brought indelible disgrace upon the Afghan 
people. It would be liut a just and fitting reward for such 
misdeeds if the (fity of Kabul were iiow^ totally destroyed, and 
its very name blotted out. But the great British Govcniinent is 
ever desirous to temper justice with mercy, and I now announce 
to the inliabitants of Kabul that the full retribution for their 
oflence will not he exacted, and that the city will be spared. 
Nevertheless, it is necessary that they sliould not escape all penalty, 
and that the pimisliment inlhctcd sliould be such as will be felt 
and remembered, Tlierelore such of the city buildings as now 
interfere with tlie proper military occupation of the Bala Hissar, 
ami tlie safety and comfort of the British troops to be quartered 
in it, will Ije at once levelled with the ground; and further, a 
heavy fine, the amount of which will l>e notified hereafter, will 
be imposed upon the inhabitants, to be paid according to 
their capabilities. This punishment, inflicted upon the wliole 
city, will not of counse absolve from further penalties those whose 
individual guilt may be liereafter proved, A full and searching 
emjuiry will be held itito the circumstances of the late outbreak, 
and all persons convicted of bearing a part in it wdll be dealt with 
according to their deserts. I further give notice to all that, in 
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order to provide for the lestoration ^lrKl Dminteiianee of order, 
the eitv of Kabul and th<^ sarroimdi.n<j^ country to a distance fif 
ten miles are placed under martial law. With the (‘onseut of the 
Amir, a military governor of Kabul will be appointed to administer 
justice and to punisli with a strong liaiid all evil-doers. Tlio 
iiiliabitants of Kabul and of the luaghbouring villages are liei\‘by 
warned to submit to liis authority. For tl\c futui-e the caiTying 
of dangerous weapons, whether swords, knives, or fii-earms, within 
the streets of Kabul, or witbin a distance of five Tiiiles from the city 
gates, is Ibrbidden. Aftei' a week from tlu' date of this proclama- 
tion any person found armed within thesis limits will be liable to 
the penaitv of deatli. Persons liaving in tlieir jxissession any 
articles whatsoevei* which formerly lielonged to members of tin.' 
British Embassy are n'quireil to biing them foi*thwilh to the 
Britisli camp. Any one neglecting this waining will, if found 
hci’cafter in possession of any such artie!(*s, ho subject to tlie 
severest penalties. Further, all persons who may have in thiur 
))ossession any (irearms or ammunition foinu^ily issued to, or 
s;'^ized by, ibe Afghan troops, are required to produce them. 
For every C(}uni.ry-ma.de rifle, wh<‘ther breech or muz/ile loading, 
a sum of Rs. B will Ix^ given on delivery, and for every rille of 
European manufacture, Ks, 5. Any one found ]»ereaf*ter in jiosscission 
of such weapons will lie severely punished. Finally, 1 notify that 
I will give a reward of Bs. 50 for tlie surrender of any pc'vson, 
whether soldier or civilian, concerned in the al.laek on the Britisli 
Embassy or for such in Formation as may lead directly to his 
capture. A similar sum will l)e given in case of any person 
wlio may have fought against the British troops since tlie 
3rd September last (15th liamzan), and has therefoie become 
a rebel against the Amir. If any suel) person so suirendcMed 
or captured be a captain or subaltern oflicer of the Afghan 
army, the reward will be increased to Rs. 75, and if a field 
oflicer to R.s. 120. 
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Comptmtiim. of the %id {Khi/her) l)fTr}xio/u North AfghaniMan 
Field Force, September, 1879. 

Major-Oeaeviil R. (>. HrigUt, (^Humandijig. 

(•apbiiu E. W, H. Ooftoii, (iOtli HiHes, Ai<l<?-(le-(.-amp. 

Captain J. fl, Ikniard, .Aide* do-( 'amp. 

Ijieiitenant, -Colonel H. M. VV'ejuyss, R(‘iJgai Staff Corps, Deputy Adjutant and 
QuiirtennasteiM liemrraL 

Major W. J. Royes, 1-J2th Foot, Assistant AdjiJtant-(icn<n*al. 

(-•aptsiin the Hon. ('. Dutton, ttrdh Foot, Assisbint Quartornuister-General. 
Cuphiin U, O’S. Rrookt-, l-12th Foot, Provost-Marshal. 

AMica/ Pepartmeut, 

Deputy Surgeon-tieneral II, B. Hassard, Principal Medical Otlicor. 

Comnnssnriat Peparfment. 

Major N. R. Burlton, Ihmgal Staff Corps, Princijwil Conuriissariat Officer. 




2,fy5S), *” ^ VMJ7 men. 
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l>TnTisn. 

'Nativk. 

2ni> Division. 



S 

-•Sa 
iS a w 

® w g 

MA.IOH'(TKNKUAli K. O. lilUOllT, (Ml. 


f/ 

“ 15 

o 

111 


ti. 

3 *; 

.a 




? S 

•£ 

fQ 

■p s S 
y. is 

1 


- 


e 

Brought over . .| 

IH 

ot»() 

20 

1,522 

ArtUkrti, | 





( l)-A, lloval Horse ArtilJery .j 

(\ 

lf)0 


14 

liiginis. I 'C, Itoyal Horse Artillery . 

(» 

u;o 


12 

\ l-A, Royal Horst? Artillery . 

(> 

124 



j Royal .^rtillerv • 

(i 

1 17 



24 Field and 1 1 1 Royal Artilleiy . 

r> 

97 


14 

12 Mountain | No. 4 (Haxjira) Mountain 





Battery'. 


... 

4 

220 

'Fotal . .! 

! 

21) 

704 

4 

200 

i^appvrfi and iMhier.s, 





f No. 2 (’ompany . 


4 

2 

110 

1 No. 3 (Jompany . 


s 

2 

108 

Bengal . No. ('onvpany and head- j 


1 

1 


i 

j (juarters' . . .! 


i 11 

7 : 

189 

.No. (J ( -omiiany . 


‘1 

«> 1 

89 



1 

1 

115 

Madras . .) “ A ” C'ompany . 

2 

() 

8 

180 

( “[’’Company' 


4 

4 

117 

'rotal 

... 

28 

24 

809 

Jnfanirip 





l-6th Fusiliers 

i 2 

119 



2-i)tli Foot ‘ 

19 

.580 



l-12thFoot 

21 

780 


... 

l-26th Foot ....... 

20 

500 ! 



Slat Light Infantry 

18 

502 1 

1 

i 

i 

’lota) 

80 i 

2,.V7« 

i 


Carried over 

127 j 

1 

2,0o0 

54 

2,691 


' See Footnote, p. (M>0. 



Infaiitry 9,550. 
(Native regiment* 0,892. ) 
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2Nn Division. 

Ma-tou-Genkiue R. O. Bhigiit, o.b. 


Brought, over 

' 8th Bengal Native Inhiutry * 

2 mi Gurkhas ^ . 

(*ui(lo8 Infantry ‘ . 

4ih ( Jiirkhas ' . . . . 

22n(l Pnnjal) Native Infantry 
24t.h Punjah Native Inlantry 
j 27th Punjab Native? Infantry 
80th Punjab Native Intantry 
8lst Punjab Native Infantry 
45th Siklis ..... 
4th Madras Native Infantry. 

^ lotli Madius Native lrifant:-y 


'P(»tal 
(Ihani> Total 



(iriANo 7\ital. . 18,411 of all ranks. 

• • • 2,027 ,, ,, at Kabul with 1st Division. 

10,784 on line of eoinnmnicatiou. 


• 7ho following w’as the constitution of tlio 1st Brigade under Brigadier- 
General C, J. Gough, e.n., v.o., detached to 1st Division at Kabul : 

Guides C’avalry. 

20 sabres 1 0th Bengal Lancers. 

4 gun.s No. 4 (Hazara) Mounhiin Battery, 

2-Oth Poot. 

2nd Gurkhas. 

4th Gurkliiis. 

Giiide.s Infantry. 

No. 5 ( .'ompany , Bengal Sappers and Miners. 



APPENDIX XIV (see p. m) 

Strength of the Kabul Field Force ^ December^ 1879. 


Eastcni Afghanistan Field Force, under the conimand of 
liieiitenant-General Sir F. S. Roberts, k.c.h., v.c. 



Huirisn. | 

Nativk. 





f. 

u 

Native o6i- 


Fiuht Divisfov. 


Non-troni- 

o 

vt:rs, - 



O 

*£ 

oflicci-s ami 


JiiODi’d 



O 

men. 


i>itir:i‘j w a-ml 






men. 


Cava/nf, 

jirigmlieMJonoral D. Massy, 






v,('. , ('oiuTiiaiidiiig— - 






Dtlr Lancers 

34 

310 




PnnjaV* Cavalry . 

... 


a 

403 


*l2t.Ii He.] iti^al Cavalry , 


... 

6 

305 


.l-ltli Heiigal l^aneers. 

... 

... 

6 

372 


ifeyr// .4?V?//en/. 






Ojloriel H. L. (iordoii, u.a.. 






(Joniraanding 






F-A, Royal Horse Artillery 

6 

125 

... 

... 


<T-o, K()va1 Artillery . 

6 

136 

* • • 



No. 1 Moirntain Hatt(3ry . 

... 


3 

153 


No. 2 MouuUiii Hattery . 

... 

... 

6 

204 


(JatUngs, 2 

... 

... 

... 



l.s/ fnfitntrif Brigade/ 






Brigadier-General 11. T. Mac- 






plierson, v.c. , Connnamliiig - 






67th Foot .... 

19 

643 




B2nd Mighlaiiders 

20 

724 




28tli Punjab Native J iifan try 


— 

7 

635 


tnd infnntnf Brigade. 






Brigiidier-General T. D. Baker, 






1 Command iiiff — 






! 72nd Highlanders 

23 

708 

... 



3rd Sikh.s . . . , 


... 

8 

710 


5th Punjab Iiihintry . 



5 

640 


23rd Bengal Pioneers 


... 

7 

685 


6th (iiirkbtis 

• «« 

... 

7 

560 


No. 7 Coni{>any, Sappers 






and Mind'S , 

... 

2 

3 

86 


Total . . . 

38 

2,667 

60 

4,843 

7,m 






All ranks. 
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iSkcond Division. 

S 

4/ 

O 

O 

N on -com- 
missi oiieil 
ofticors and 
UKilJ. 

U 

OJ 

O 

Native offi- 
cers, non- 
coin mis- 
Ki».)ned 
odicevs and 
moil. 


l,y/ Hrigade. 

UrigaiJier - General C, (iougli, 
v.c., o.n., (v'nninianding. 

Otwa/rg. 

kdonel Jenkins, CoTiimandiiig - 
Tin; (ruides .... 



4 

254 


lOtli llejigal Lancers (detach- 
ment) .... 


... 

... 

20 


Eoyal Artillerg. 

No. 4 (IbvAiiru) Mountain Bat- 
tery (4 guns) 

1 


3 ^ 

125 

f 

let Infantry Brigade. 

2-V)th Foot 

1^) 

.580 

i 



2nd Gurkhas. 

. • • 

• a. j 

*7 

'451 


Guides Jiifantry 

. . . 


r, 

504 


4tli (jiirkhas .... 

... 


(5 

4SJ 


No. 5 Company, Sappers and 
Miners .... 

... 

11 

7i 

13!) 


ToUl , 

15) 

591 

33 * 

1,1)84 

2,027 





All ranks 


At Kalwl - 

1st Division 

2nii Division (part of) 

Ghan o Total . 


All ranks. 

. 7,(554 

. 10,2»1 including regimental 
■ officers. 


Veimnary Deparhmn t, 

V^etorinaiy-Surgeon F. F. ( -olliiiS;, Principal Veterinary Surgeon. 

Engineer Department 

Lieutenant-Golonel D. Limoni], r.pj.. Commanding Royal Kngiueer. 
Major K. T. ''Hiackcray, v.c., u.e. 

{ No, 2, Lieutenant J. C, L. Campbell, 
No. S, Captain H. Dove. 

No. n. Lieutenant K. S. Hill, 

No. (i. Lieutenant W. F. II. Stafford. 
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Communhuitiom ami TrauftporL 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. S. A. Loekhart, Hoad ( 'ominandarit. 

Captain C. 11. Stoddart, .Assistant Road (\>ininaudant. 

Lieutenant E. 11. (Joke, h.h.a, , As.si.staut Road ( onnnaiidaiit. 
Lieuteuant-C'olonel 11. St. (L Tucker^ n.i. , Oireetor ol'l'jvin sports 
Major tl. C. T. Huinfrey, 2-i)tli Foot^ Field IVea.snre Cliest (dalalabad), 
("aptain R. 0\S. Rrooke, ]-l2tli Foot, Fitdd Treasure ( best (Lantli Kotal). 
Lieutenant J. R. MaeDonnell, l“l:2th Foot, in charge of Signalling. 


( ■olonel C, R. O. Fvans, r.a,, ('ominandinfi;'. 

(Captain R. A. Lanning, h.a., AiljuUint. 

Captain R. H. S. Raker, Oi derly Offieer. 

I-A, Royal Morse Artillery. Major M. W. Onnnaney, ji. h.a. (Ist Rrigade). 
L’-o, Royal Artillery, Major 11. C. Magenis, it. a. 

U-O, Royal Artillery, Major.!. M. Donglas, it. a. 

D-A, Ro}'}il Morse Artillery, Brevet Iaeutenant-( ’olonel Sidney Parry, u.a. 

Royal Artillery, Major C. VV^ Wilson, w..\. 

No. 4 (Himira) Battery Mountain Train, (■aptaiu A. Broadfoot, h.a. (Ist 
Brigade). 

Major S. CJargill, r.a. , Ordnanee Field Park. 


1st Brio ape. 

Hrigadier-Cicneral C. .1. S. (Jougli, v.o., e.n., (’onnnanding. 

(•aptain M. (i. (lerard, Ikuigal Staff ( orp.s, .Brigade-Alaj(ir. 

Major A. A. A . Kinloeb , dOtli Riiles, Deputy .Assistant (,>ii;irterrnaster-( iener;il. 
Major H. J. Mallowes, Brigade IVanspurt Odieer. 

Lientenaut F. H. R. Drununond, 1 0th Bengal Lancers, Orderly Officer. 
CapLiin L. 'lucker, Political Assi.sUnt. 

Vmmlry. 

(tiiides C-avalry, Colonel F. M. Jenkins, c.u., and Lieuti.‘riant-( -olonel Stewart, 
loth Bengal Lancers, Major W. M. Maciuighten. 

Infantry. 

2-9th Fool, Lieutenaiit'C-olonel VV". Daunt. 

2tid Ourkluis, Major A. Battye. 

Guides Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel R. B. Can)]d)ell. 

4th Gurkhas, Major 1". F. Roweroft. 

24th Punjab Native Infantry, (Jolonel F. B. Norman. 

45th Sikhs, C 'olonel ¥. M. Armstrong. 

No. 6 Company, Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant W, F. M. Stafford, fi.e. 


2ni> Rhioapp:. 

Brigadier-General C. G. Arhuthnot, c.w., C’ominanding. 

("aptain .L Cook, fJengal Stiilf Corps, Brigade-Major. 

Captain (■. A, Cartliew, Bengal Staff’ (Jorps, Deputy Assistant yuarterniaster- 
Genenil. 
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Cavalry, 

r»tlj Draifoon (inards (CapahiiiicrR), Lieiiteiimit-Colonel .1. Fryer. 

;?r(l Cavalry, LientenaaM olouel A. R. D. IVIaekeiizie. 

I7th Bengal C.'avalr}^, Lieutiniant-(’olonel T. J. Watson. 

Tji/antry. 

olst King’s Own LigliL Infantry, Colonel V. BfilJ-Aetoii. 

Pan jab Native Inbintry, Colonel tf. J. O’Biyen. 

27th Pnrijab Native Infantry, Kientenant-Colonel C, J. Hughes. 

No. 2 C ompany, Sappers aiul ^iilu>r^s, Lieutenant tl. (’. 1-.. Camjvbell, h.k. 


JinniADi;. 

Brigadier-Cenej'a.l •!. Doran, e. h. , ( onnnandi ng. 
iMajor H. P. INiarson, Iniot, Brigade-Major. 

Lioulenant I’. < \ Maisey, Bengal St Hfl‘ Corps, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 
(.k‘nera. 1 , 

Jnftmlry, 

l- 12 tli Pool, Cnloind (i. \\^alker. , 

2 nd Bengal Light Infantry, (.’olonel T. N. Baker. 

dtli Bengal Native Infatilry, i a enten an t-( -0101101 R. Smith. 

ilOth Punjab Native Infantry, ('oloiiol'P. W . R. Boisvagon. 

Slst Punjab Nativi‘ Infantry, Liouteuanl-Cailonol I*', 'rwoddell. 



APPENDIX XV (see im) 


IHdrihuthn of the 2 //rZ {Khifhcr) Divmon^ East Af^yhanistan Ek/d 

Eorre^ i^]st Ikceinbcr. 1879. 


MAJOK -iil'lNKHATi K, O. BflUiHT, C.n. , ( ’o\l.MA.M>IN<;. 


l,v/ llrignda, IMyadU^r-Gmertil (liarliis (Unnjhy vr., altuvlml to l.v/ fti vision. 

at Kahnl. 


(’avalry . 
Artilh^ry * 


Infantry 


Niil:iv<5 


/< Til ides. 

‘ I lOtJi Boiitfiil bmeers (small detachment). 
. Xo. 4 Mountain Battery (4. 

, 24) 111 l'\)ot. 

rifnil (lurkhas. 

) (luides. 

4tli (iiirkhas. 

I No. o Cunipany , JtenpiJ Sappers. 


On Linf: ok (..'o.\r!mM('A‘noN.s, K.jivin:w llot i lo. 

Lainhnndy Svh tialm, and Juydalnk. 

JOtli Ben^i^al Lancers (detiiclnneM t). 

No. 4 Mountain Ikiltery (2 ^uns). 

24th Bnijjah Native Infantry. 

No. 2 ( ’ompany, Sapp<*rs, 

No. 3 (.kmipany^ Sappers. 


Pezv:an KotaL 8afvd S'wwiy, and Gandmnnk. 

(lll?AJ>-QUAJtTKUS OK 2 nI) ((JKXKKAIi AhKOTHNOt's) BrJOAOK). 

loth Bengal Lincers (fiirnisliiiig small detachment). 

1- A, Boyal fiorse Artillery. 
ll-D, Royal Artillery (4 guns). 

2- Oth Foot (detiichment). , 

/)lst Light luftintry. ^ 

2n(l Gurkha.s L 1 + . i x\ 

4tll Gurklias./^^’”"'*'"*)- 

22nd Punjab Native Infantry (furnisliiiig debicbiiieiit). 
24tli Punjab Native Infantry (1 coinpanyX 
45tb Siklis^ m route to Seh Baba. 

No. 6 Company, Saiipers. 
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Romhnd and Fort hattye. 

lOth LinK!in‘s (dotiiflmieiits). 

22 ) 1(1 PuJijjih Natiw Infantry (det;M;hniPiit), 
27tli riiiijiib Xativci liitantry (detiichment). 


Jalatahad, 

(J)lVI.SIONAL J1MAD-QI/ARTKJ« OF (wK.VKKAL BllKiHT.) 

f)th Dragoon (Tiianls (furnish detach nient). 

C-3, Boy ill Artillery (4 g^un.s). 

1-1 2th Foot (h conipauics). 

27th Punjab Native Infantry (fiiniishing detachment). 
I eouipany Madras ^Sapiici's. 


iiarikiio^ Bimimii and Dakka. 

6th Dragoon Guards (J squadron). 

6rd Bengal C’avalry. 

l7th Bengal (’avalry (furnishing detachment). 
D-A, Royal Horse Artillery (2 guns). 

Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

114), Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

1-1 2th Foot (2 com panics). 

22nd Punjal) Native hifautry (detachnient). 
27th Punjab Native Intantry (deta<dinieut). 
MOth Punjab Native Intantry (2 companies). 

• A " ('Oiiipany^ Madras Sappers. 


Lnndi Khnnu mid Landi KotnL 

(6«n Hhioape, hkad-quahteus of Gknkuaj. Doiian.) 

17tb Bengal Cavalry (dehichiiient). l-25th Foot. 

D-A^ Royal Horse Artillery (4 guns). ^llst Ihinjab Native Infantry. 
l-12tl) Foot (detachment). ('ompauy^ Madras Sapjiers. 


In Khybar, All MasjUl, and Jnmmdu, 

17th Bengal ('avalry (detachment). 8th Bengal Native Infantry. 

Royal Horse Artillery. 4th Madras Native Infantry. 

l-5th Fusiliers (1 company), 15th Madras Native Infantry. 


(Jii the «'31st l)ecemlK?r, 1879, the Peslmwai' District Force was 
thus constituted, a portion Ixiing at Nowshera* It was afterwards 
reinforced and became the Reserve Division : 
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pF^sHAWAa District Forok, 

MA.rOtt4'jMNKHAJ^ KdSS, C. B., ( -OMMANmNC. 

1st Bengal Cavalry. 

( D-4, Royal Artillery. 

{ 6-B^ Royal Artillery. 

{ 13-1), Royal Artillery. 

( 1-0 til Fusiliers (o coiii[>aiiies). 

1 Depots and detarliments, British rogiinenhs 
' 1st Bengal Native Infantry, 
ijth Bengal Liglit Infantry. 
oDth Bengal Native Infantry, 
loth Mailras Native Infantry companies). 
Native depots, 

ToTAn — in all, 5,431) of all ranks. 




APPENDIX XVI (see p. 301) 


IJhiribidion of troops in the Kurrain Valley on. ^A\st December^ 1879, 
under the coviviaml of Brigadier-General J. Watson^ a n., v.c. 

1st undkii Btu(;ai»ibr-(»knkmai. J. tf. 11. Goni>ON. 

At Piiiumr, !!<fu/(o.^nn and Hnhih Kata, 

liitl) Birn^al L'lneers (1 s«|n:ulroii). 

('-4, Uoyal Artillery (2 f^iiiLs). 

1- 8, Koval Artillery (2 g!ins). 

2- 8th Foot (funii.shjii*j;; detachment). 

Both Font (wing). 

21st IVnijab Infantry. 

21)th Punjab Inlantry (turnisbing iletacbmcnts). 

. 4 ^ Knrram Port. 

IJltli Bengal Ijiitieers (furnishing detachments). 

(1-4, lloyal Artillery (2 guns). 

2-8tb h'oot (2 companies). 

8/>tb F'or»l (detich merit). 

nth Bengal Inlantry (8 companies). 

18th Bimgal Infantry (furnishing detacliinents). 

2Nn BnK?Ai>K, ifNOKii BjiinATHEu-GKNKUAn IVrnEit. 

At Jdulesh Khvl. 

18th Bengal Lancers ((h'tachineiit). Both Foot (detindiment). 

(''-4, Royal Artillery (2 gnus). 11th Benjral Infantry (/ii companies). 

No. 1 (Kohat) Battery (2 guns). 20th Punjab lufantry (2 ompaiiies). 

At Thai and Alisai. 

1st Bengal Cavalry (furnishing detachment). 

11-B, Uoyal Artillery (2 guns). 

No. 8 (.'omnaiiy Sax>pers. 

85th Foot (wing). 

.5th Bengal Intiintry. 

20th Puiijah Infantry ((> companies). 

At Kohat, Banna, etc. 

IBtVi Bengal ( rivalry (furnishing d€>l>icliment). 

K-8, Royal Artillery. 

No. 5 Garrison Battery (detachment). 

1-5 til Fu.siliers (2 coinpanies), 

4th Battalion Rifle Brigiwle. 

1st Sikhs. 

4th Punjal) Infantry. 

5th Punjab infantry (depot). 

Jst Madrfis Infantry. 

Details. 
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Return of the Bengal Division under Lieut enanf -General Sir Donald Stewai't on its departure from 

Kandahar^ 1880. 

FiKiii) Force Hkad-quarter?? anb Cavalrv Brigade. 
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1st Brigade. 
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Approximate Strength of theKahal Field Force, on ^\st March, 1880. 




fitOTtSU. 1 

Nativk, 




Coups and <;5ommax.d\nt8. 

=e 

o 

i S 

11 ? 

Ill 

* 

■ce 

:20 

ii 

Total. 

SJo. !> 
(.'am 

Sappers and Miners. 
(hmi[>any. Lieutenant J. C. 
[)hell, n.i:. .... 

orn|)any,(. 'aptaiu H. Ihn e, n. k. 


4 

2 

101 

107^ 


Vo.iU 


4 

•} 

101 

107 


Vo. T) 
Hill 

Company, Jaeutenaiit K. S. 

U. K. ..... 


.. i 

^ ! 


77 

1 

85 i 

392 

Vo. 7 (.'oin]Kiiiyj Lieutenant P. '1*. 
Hnsionj n.K 


1 

1 

ii 

2 

86 

,J 


Ariilletnj under LimdenantA 'ohne/ 
fi. L. Uordtm, u a- 

K-A. Iloyal Horse Artillery, Major 
A. J, C, Srnvtli'-M'indham . 

() 

H>2 

t) 

865 

168' 


1 loyal Artillery, Major W. K. 
(.'rast<‘r ..... 

0 

I7ft 



184 

* 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (4 j^uus), 
(^iptain 11. 11. L. Morj>an . 




148 

147 

. 857 

No. 2 iMounlain Buttery, Major H. 
Swinlev 



o 

11)9 

204 


No. 4 .Mountain Battery, ( aptain A. 
Broad foot ..... 



4 

150 

154. 


Cavalry tinder firiyadter^f ieneral 
if. if. Couyh. 

Otli Lancers, Major H. A. Bushman, 
c. n 

12 

17 

240 

287 

i Bi 

1 

j 

492 

804" 


ilril Bengal Cavalry, Lieutenani- 
Colonel A. B. l>. Alacken/.ie 



a 

872 

;tao 


17th Bengal ('avalry, Major K. (L 
Newnhain ..... 



4 

412 

416 

■ 1,379 

< fuides Cavalry, Lieutenant-( 'olonel 
G. Stewart 


... 

4 

275 

S570. 


1 , General 
Robert-s. 

/l.s/ hijhntry brigade under 
llrigadkr-i ieneral If. T. 
Maephersau. 

J)2n<l Hif>:h landers. Colonel 
G. 11. Barker, c.ii. . 

17 

22 

B05 

16 

1,059 

717 

■ 

tsi 

281:h Punjab hitantry. Colonel 
J. Hudson .... 



8 

638 

646 

2,041 

st 

.•jj 

r-t 

4*'>th Punjab Infantry (Rat- 
tray's Sikbs), Lieutenaiit- 
i C'oionel F. M. Armstrong. 


... 

8 

670 

678 



22 

G95 

16 

1,308 
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Corps anv> Comm a n da n th. 


U\ 


1 

o 

J 


s 


2nfi hifantry Hrhjmiv. umJor 
lhngndivr--(iti^ierid T. I). 
fiakfr. 

72n<l Highlanders, Lieutenant * 
CVdonel F. Brownlovv, e.ii. . 

5lli Gurkhas, Lieutenant- 
Colonel A. Fit/.IIugli, e.n. 

8rd Sikhs, Lieutenant-C’olomd 
G. Noel Money , c.n. . 

5th Fmijah Infantry, Major 
11. M. IVatt 

fnfhnfrt/ Hrigadt' itndrr 
llHgadierdtffnern/ W. iiohoris. 

67th Foot, Colonel IL 
Knowles, o.n. , 

4 th Gurkhas, LieutcnuiiL 
(lolonel F. F. Kovvirroit . 

27th Punjah Infantry, Lieu- 
tonant-C’olonel ( \ «L Hughes 

4//i Infantry firiyade nndvr 
Briyadier-Genrral (J. J. 
Gough, 

!)th Foot, ( N )loiiel W. Du in it, 

e.B. . , . . , 

2nd Gurkhas, Lieutenant- 
(’olonel A. Ihittye . 

24th Jhnijab Intantry, Lieu- 
tenaiiKhdoiiel F. B. Norman 


ITnaUftched, 

23rd Pioneers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
H. Collett ..... 
Guides Infantry, Lieiiteiiarit-Ckdonel 
11. B. (.■ainpbcll .... 


Granu Total 


liKlTIHlJ, 

Xai-ivk. 




■« £ 

is 1 


'3 

I'OTAl.. 


” - 

.H fl 




S 


■n 

a 





"Hs 




IS) 

<»<)! 



7 I<»' 



... 

« 

(;;?6 

644 

‘ 2,615 


... 

10 

63)4 

641 

... 


H 

600 

617 . 


10 

65)1 

26 

1 ,!! 7 i) 



23 

622 

... 


645 




7 

532 

530 

il ,822 


... 

6 

632 ' 

a;!» 


23 

622 

13 

1.164 



16 

44 i) 



465 ] 




i 7 

532 

530 

1 

l, 72 » 

... 


d 

717 

725 ] 


16 

440 

15 

1,240 





8 

750 

767 ] 

1 



I 


(U.‘5j 

... 

... 

1 

607 

... 

... 

14 

1,366 



100 

3,102 

122 

8,882 

12,215 


1 6 - 8 , Royal Artillery, Major T. Graham. 

Kn mxUe \ 10-11, Royal Artillery, Major C. D. A. Straker, h.a. 

(124), Royal Artillery, Major 11. L, Gwyn, u.a. 

3rd Punjab Cavalry and drafts (European, 530; Native 30), Major 
A. Vivian. 
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Extract from (leucral Hohni/PA despatch^ No, 1389, dated the 
Mth ApriL 1880. 


‘^5^5. I think I liavc now dealt with all the points of military 
importance connected ^^ith the military position in Noiihern 
Atgiianistan, but there an* a few" (jnestions of more general interest 
which I desire to bring to the notice of Jlis Exc^ellency the? 
Connnander-in •("hief and the Government of India. 


2(i. Eirst with regard to rations : the daily sc^ale of issue* to 
native troops is given in the margin. It has 
jjaiht rothro of iuUitx been found throughout the campaign, even 
»o}dteris. wlieii tlie men were em|)loyed upon hard 

jVlitri ! work, that 12 chHtachs of atta daily arc 

(xhi . i chiuack. amply suHicieiit for the native troops, sup- 

M.»t : 1* lb, li-weekiv. «« of late, through the liberality 

Unrn . L drsiiii. oi Gfiverumeiit, by a bi- weekly issue ot 1 lb. 

of meat. In a climate like AfghanisLan, 
where the inhabitants are all meat-eaters, this lilx*rality has been 
most wise. Every endeavour whvS made, before this sanction was 


granted, to sujijily the native poition of the forc.e with meat on 
payment, and t attribute to tliis, in great mciirsure, the sound 
health and excellent stamina which they now exhibit. 


With regard to Uie issue of rum, if I may be permitted to 
od’er an opinion, I would suggest that it should not Ixi issued free 
to native troops, exc'Ofit under exceptional circumstances of fatigue 
and weathe-r ; but. that the Commissariat Department should be 
authorised to have in store a sufliciencry of rum to admit of a 
bi-weekly issue to such troops as drink the spirit, on payriimt^ and 
then only on the i*ec*onnnenaation of the? medical officer and under 
the sanction of the General Officer Commanding. On all occasions 
when rum is sanctioned, either free or on payment, those who do 
not partake of spirits sliould be allowed a ration of tea and sugar 
under similar conditions. 


27. The s(?ale of rations for native followers requires no 
alteration. ' 
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u The European rations now under issue in Kabul are as 
per niarju:in, and witli reference to them 1 
would make the followinnf remarks : the 
increase of { lb. in bread and meat is, in my 
o|)inion, very desiialiie; for not only is the 
meat, as a rule, on service, inferior to that 
supplied in cantonments, but the. extras 
whi(‘h can lie procured fioin the coffee-shop 


European rat io a . 

Meat 
Bre-iWl 
Vogt^tablew 
Kiee 
Salt . 

Tea . 

Sugar 


Ih. 

1 | 

4 oz. 


are not here forthcoming. Wlicn thc^ 


vegetable ration consists of potato(‘s, 1 lb. is siitlicient ; !)ut when 
it is made of mixed vegetables Ir} lb. is riecessarv. I'ln* substitu- 
tion of dhal for any portion of the vegetable ration J (consider 
undesirable. 

Tinned soups and meats and biscuits are most valuable, and 
should be liberally siij)plied io every force in the field. 'They are 
portable and liked liy the men, to wliom Ihey furnish a very 
welcome cfiange of diet. I would very strongly recommend Ihal. 
a mu(;h larger issue of tlic.se articles than has hitluMi.o lieen 
sanctioned sliould b(‘ provided. 

‘‘ 29. A (|iU‘siion wlticli has aihseii during tliis cainj)aign, and 
Fbvwotul which may <Top up again, has been the 

provision of fin^wood for cooking to nati\e 
iroop.s and followers. Tfnmighout the winter fireivood could not 
lx‘ purc^hased at Kabul, and it was absolutely necessary to issue it 
to tliese men. Thi.s was done at the rate of one m^r per man, but 
thi.s amount is not arbitrary, and might, under cerlain circum- 
stances, be diminished. Since roads wen^ reofxhed and markets 
re-established, the issue of wood has been disconihiued. In framing 
any future rules for the guidance of a force in the fi(*1d, the question 
of providing firewood through the Commissariat Depariinent for 
native troops and followers, free or on payment, .sliould be vested 
in the General OfHcers (bnimanding, 

*^‘30. The .scale of clothing authorised liy Government for 
, ,, . native troops and followers was found, o\-en 

W«mdoth.ng. Atglianistan, to 

be most libeiiil, except that during the very coldest weather a 
second blanket was re<juired. This want I was able to meet from 
st(H‘k in hand, and as tlie weather became milder these extra 
blankets were withdrawn and x'etunied into store. Warm .stockings, 
too, are very necessary in a climate where frost-bite i.s not 
uncommon ; fortunately some thousands were procured locally and 
issued to followers. The ordinary native shoe of India, as provided 
by the r4:>mmi.ssariat Department, is utto'ly 
unfitted for a country such as Afghanistan. 
Major Badcock will send to Peshawar (where they can easily be 
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iDado np) u pattern Kabuli .shoe, which I am convinced would l)e 
found adniii'Mbly suited for native troops and followers crosvsing the 
frontier. We are now almost entirely dependent on the kx^al 
market for our shoes. 

A large supply of English-made ammimition boots should 

. . , , always accoini)anv a force in the field, in 

/Vrriiniijjili'.m mooL*;. i . n ii* i* i xi 

order to allow tho.se natives who use them, 
and who are often crippled by wearing other descriptions of .shoo, 
to obtain them on payment, at the moderate rate now fixed, vh. 
Its. 4 |>er pair. 

“ 'Fhe couiiti’y-made waterproof sheets, though slightly heavier, 

. have proved themselves quite as serviceable, 

aterpioof .sitot.% if more .so tlian the English-made ones. 

At the dose of tlie campaign, I would very strongly recom- 
mend that an intelligent committee should he required to go 
thoroughly into tliese (juesti()n.s of dothing for troops, Briti.sh and 
native, and for followers. I would also suggest that w^hen a decision 
i.s arrived at, seabed patterns of every article approved should be 
de[)Ositeil at all manufacturing centres, and in all tlie large jails, ^so 
that wluui c-ei taiu articles are recpiired they nt'ed only be ealied for, 
and precious time (often wastedin refereiu'e) anil correspondence .saved. 

‘"81. M'he number of doolie-bearers with the two divisioirs 
of the Kabul Field Force, now at Kabul, 
is 3,5;ib, with the very moderate sick report 
of 85, or I per cen t, of .strength. 

“ Doolie.s and dandies are distributed as follows : 




Hritisli trf)op,s 
Native troop.s 


/ fioolies, per cent. 

■ V dandies, 2 ]^)er cent, 
doolie.s, 2 per cent. 


dandies, 3 per cent. 

a ])ercentage wliicb I consider .sufficient for field service, a.s, in the 
event of any unusual number of casualtie.s, transport animals could 
and would l)e made u.sii of*, and it is mo.st undesirable to incresise 
the number of followers. 

“ ’^I'he Lushai dandy for this sort of warfare is much preferable 

to the carpet or dkurrie dandy, as it can 
The Liwnjii dandy. v ij i a 

b(? mad<* into a tied, and men are not so 
lialile to fall out of it. 

‘‘ Bourke’s doolie is very good, fnit liable to get out of order 
and difficult to repair when broken. The 
om ordinary kind is fair and serviceable* 

‘‘ 32. I would urge that in future all field-service tents should 
. ... made after the pattern of the mountain- 

t JO c -n ». l,attery tent, single fly for natives, doable 
for Europeans, and that the poles should be constructed on the 
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telescopic principle — that is, that no thinning ot* the wood where 
it enters the socket should he allowed either on uprights or ridge 
pole, and that the old system of paring away sliould lie abandoned. 
Instead, the upper section should sit Hat on the lower. Doubtless 
tlie sockets will have to be longer and stronger* than those now in 
use, but this is tluj only means by wliicb tents can be adapted to 
mule and pony carriage, w hich wnll no doubt in tiitine wars be our 
chief means of trans}>ort. 

“ 33. The Waler horses of the cavalry and artillery have stood 
^ . the strain reinarkal>ly well, eonsidering the 

axi iora(.s. hard work and great t*xposiire they have liad 

to bear, and also that for a very eonsiderahle time they were 
entirely deprived of green food. I feel sure this infin-matioii will 
1)0 most satisfactory, vseeing that., for the future, the artillery and 
cavalry in India must mainly depend upon tlie Australian market 
for thcii* reniounts. 

‘‘34, As there are some minor points of detail which might 
advantageously be (‘onsidered by tliose who 
experionc-(,' of n‘c.<mt service, I 
have convened a committet*, with Colonel 
MacGregor, c.h., as President, which will take suggestions and 
record opinions regarding packing transport ajumals, equipment, 
kit, dress, oh:., of both ollicia-s and men of the several branches of 
the Service. I'"rom the const itnti on of the connnitl ee, I feel certain 
that their recommendations <*armot but be valuable, and I hope to 
have the honour of sulmiittiiig them shortly, for the consideration 
of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.'*’ 
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MAJOR-GENERAL J. ROSS. M ATtOR-rVENEKAL U. O. BRIGHT. 


APPENDIX XXI (sec {). 424) 

Duftribudon of the 2nd Dimaion ami Reaervo Dwmon Kabul L\eM Force, 
2*ith Jamiartf, 1880. 


iHT BllUJADE, 
HKmAl'lEfi- 
GenkhalC. 0. 
Aubpthkot. 


SiNl) B1'.(«ADE, 
Ukip.auiek- 
Gknkkat, j. 

V IVlHAN. 


Soh-Bii>Mi, Jaisr- 
iL'iialc, riizwnn. 


lundariiak 


f Ruailiad, I'ort 
Riittye, D.trunlu, 
arjci .]}il<«lub!id. 


Ali-Btiftban, 
.13av-kab, JUKI 
liasiiwiii. 


Jljiaawnl, Dukk.'i, 
Landi Kotal, 
Ijandi Kbana, - 
nntUr Brijijulier- 
General Gib, 


Artillery (4 Major .1. M. Dougbu*. 

md <5 (kMinuinicfi, l.ienj 2 :al Siil)pora, 
al Cavalry (detachniont). 


Royal 

I Noh. 2, 8, a 

J 1 2th Ben ta 

\ 14th Boiijial I aneei-fi (dotfinliinont). 
I rjliitt Foot, Licutctiant-Coloiiel Ball- 
V-b'ith Sikhs, Lieut 01 i.‘int-Ooli)«ol F. 


Khybeu 

Reserve 

DrviKioN. 


Ati Masjid, 
Jauaiid, iiiulov 
Bvigadior- 
Goueral Hill. 

Pcwliawar, under 
Btii^adier- 
''■Goneral RoIku-U. 


Act'ui. 

M. Aiinstrong. 

I-A, Royal Uor.-io Aitilkry, Major M. W. Giunuuiey. 

3rd ileninilCivalrv, Lientcnaiild tolonel A. R f). Mackenzie. 
I7r.h Bou>(al Oavairy (i iniuiitlroTj). 
i Foot. (8 I’oniiianiea). 

\ Stli Ueiij^itl fnfantry (•« coinp.aniey), JJoutonant-Golonel 
I R. Smith. 

I 22nd Fiinjab Infantry, Colonel IL 1'. Slattbrd. 

V27th Fnnjab Infantry (1 roinpany). 

C‘3, Royal Artilltuy (4 ytin&h Major II. Cole Maji^onirt. 
tirli l>n«xoon Giiarda (24 .s<iu.idi i>ri«), 
l7th Boujial Cavjiliy (‘J .squadrons). 

I '12th Foot pl corniumios), Golonol G. F. Walker. 
l-2r-th l''oot- (4 coinpaiiitw). 

8th Bengal Infantry (2 companies). 

27t)i Punjab Infantry (3 com pan io.s). 

30th Punjab Infantry (I cornpany), 

31a»: i’unjal) Infantry ((> compiuii' s), liiovitenant-Coloncl F. 
Twoddell. 

4tb "Miidras Tnl’antry, Licutf nant-Colonol G. 0, IhMklinjj!:. 
“A,” “C,” and “1" (kunpJinios, Madraa Sappers, Major 

' RfW.'^ 'lliOlllphOII. 

Hrib Dra^'non Gn:irdK(l trwp), 

{ noth Pnnjjili Infantry ( 1 comxwiny ), 

vaiKt Punjab Infantry (2 com j»:i.n lets). [Parry. 

^D-A. Royal Horae Artillery (I, icutenant-Cohmcl Sidney 
l-C, Royal llorwo Artillery, Major and Lieuteuant-Cojouel 
fho Hon. A. Stewart. 

L'O, Royal Artillery ( l^uns), Major R. C. W. Brouji'h. 

8th llnswus O ekiuadnin). 

4th BcnKal Cavalry, Lieutouaiit- Colonel .M. PrendeiKnRt. 
Contrjil hulia Horse (2 wjujulronn), Lieutenant (.Vdonol 
C. Martin. 

•J ..1 inf...uvtr I **-*^^^‘ Fusiliers, C<doncl T, Rowland, 

m Madow Inf-Uitry, Colonel F. Uaw.sfm, 

' ( 15th Mridr.’ia Infantry, f.Iolonel G. llciivn. 

l.st (Turkhar (1 company from 2ud Bni<ade), 

L-f*, Royal Artillery (2 suns). 

yth Bengal Infantry, (k)lonel R. T. Webster (from Ist 
Bri.uiule). 


( Ai-tillery 


Pemhawau 
District - 
Force, D, 000. 


I 

loir, p.w r2-Mth Foot., Colonel D. S, Warren. 

I 11 ^ Is*- C«urkh;w, Liontenant-Colonel P. Htor}'. 

V Biig.iae. ( 4i.:jt Benijal Infantry, Colonel II. S. Obbard. 
( Sr.b Ilua6ar.H (3 wpiai irons). 

j 1 i n-LStb Foot, Colonel M. J. R. MacGregor. 

Biigav , pOtb Btiiigal Infantry, Colonel H. S. Moaoloy. 
IS-A, Royjil H<»rsc; Artillery, M:yor W. W. Murdoch. 

I>-4. Royal Artillery (4 jtuns), Major J. F. Free. 

G-S/Rot’al. Artillery, Major T. Graham. 

13-U, R"A., Major C. W. Wilson, 

Native Cavalry, (Otb Bengal Cavalry, Major 11. A. Shako-siiear, 
under Brigadier- v llrh Bengal Ijiiucera, Lieutenant Colonel K. E. IToyia. 
General llankin, 1.12th Bengal Cavalry, Lieutenaut-tJolonel J. 11. Greene. 

I I .» -I l*l7th Foot, Colonel W. D. ThompRon. 

I m.rasu ^ British Hegimente. 

^Infantry -f List Bengal Infantry, Lienceoant-Colonol L. II. P. do 11. 

I I liJU-pont. 

(.Native Y dth Bengal Infantry, Major W. Atkina. 

I 3Dtb Bengal Infjiutry, Colonel Fraser. 
vDepote, Native Begiments G.W. 

In all, 15,000 of all ranks. 
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APPENDIX XXII (see p. 435) 

DlHinbution of the Troops on Lim of Communication wider 
Major-General Bright^ 31.?/ MarcJi^ 1880, 


3ui) SKGTIOjSf. 

BltlGAlHKU- j 

General R. ' 
Salk Hill. 


Butkhak 


Latabaiid . 


Sr.h RaV)a 


■fagdalak 


Jagdalak Kotal 


Pozwan 


Saf(jd Bang (Brigade 
Head-tj liar tors, 3rd- 
Beetion). 


2ni)BECT10N. 
BiUGAUIEK" 
General 3. 
Doban. 


Eort Battye 


Hozabad 


J alalabud ( Bri gad e 
Heafl-quarters, 2nd 
Beotion), 


J 4th Bengal Cavalry (detiujhnient). 

* 1 67th ]‘\K)t (2 eornnanipa from KalmlJ. 
fINo. 1 Mountain Battery {2 glum), Lientonanfc 
I .r . C. Bhinva. 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). ^ 

28th Bun jab Infantry (wing from Kabul). 

.30th Punjab Tiifantry (head -quarters), Liou- 
teiuHit-Colonel K. 1). Campbell. 

< 4th Bengal Cavalry (detachineut). 

51st Ligiit Inf.antry (detachment). 

22iid Punjab Infantry, Colonel B.’T. Stafford. 

{ No. 6 Compiiny Sapixu-s, Lieutenant W. F. 
11. Stafford. 

11-9, K.A. (2 guns) (Mountain BattiTy). 

1 -2oth Foot ((letachnient). 

5l.st Inghfc Infantry (fletacshment). 

22nd Punjab Infantry (detachment). 

. olst Ligiit infantry (detachment). 

/ l-12th Fixit (detachment). 
j51st Light Infantry (head -quarters), Liini- 
* 1 tenant-Colonel Ball-Actou. , 

\ 8tVi Bengal Infantry (detachment), 
i'T-A, R.H.A., M.ajor M. VV. Onimaney. 

‘Oth Dragoon Guards (1 s(|uadron). 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detaohniontj. 

“ A ” Ciimpanv, Mad 
C. 11. Darliig. 

J-12th Foot (head-quarttTs), Colonel G. 
Walker. 

8th Bengal Infantry (head -quarters), Litm- 
tenant-Ooloncl R. Smith, 

.3Lst Punjab Infantry (lioad -quarters), Lieu- 
tenant- Colonel Is Tweddell. 
let Gurkhas (head -quarters), Lieutenant- 
\ Colonel 1*. Story. 

{ 4th Bengal Cav.ab'y (detachment). 

9th Bengal Infantry (detachment). 

Lst Gurkhas (detachment). 

4th Madras Infantry (detaohinont). 

1 4th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

* « 4th Madras Infantry (detachment), 
fC’S, R.A., Major Cole Magenis. 

11-9, R. A. (2 guns), Major J, M. Douglas. 

6th Dnagoon Guards (2 squadrons and hofigl- 
quartei's), Colonel »T. Fryer. 

4th l^ngal Cavalr}' (dotoiihment). 

1 -2,5th Fjjotlhead-ipmrttjra), Major F. S. Terry. 
9th Bengal Infantry (head-quarters), Colonel 
T. E. Webster. 

lat Madras Infantry (head-quarters)], Colonel 
F. Dawson. 

Lieu* 


iadras ftapixus. Lieutenant 


Lachipiir, Girdi Kas, 
and All Boghau 


/4th Madras Infantry 

tenant-Colonel G. (j. Hbdding. 

C ” Conimny, Madr.as Sappers, Captain 
jA R. F. Dor ward, h.k. 

“ “ompauy, Madras Sappers, Lioutenant 
E. Doliscm, ILK. 

^ Bengal Infantry (detachment). 

1st Madrid Infantry (detachment). 

m 
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1st SKCTION, 

BHUiADlKU- 

Gknkkai. 

W. A. Gjb. 


Barikab and 
Basawal. 


Dakka 


Haft Chali 
Land] Klvana and 
Toi‘sa]>i)ai‘, Di- 
^•ision^^.l Head- 
(juartei’s. 


Laiidi Kotal 
(Brigfidti Head* 
qiiarterB). 


' Ii-5, R. A. (4 guns), Major W. R, C, Brough. 
(Jth Dragoon Guanls (1 si^uadron). 

8tli Huss.'irs (l>oad‘(iu.artfc‘i'a), LieiiUmant- 
Colonel d. W. Cliaplin, v.o. 

* 5th liengiil Cavalry (*3 squadrons), Major 
II. A. Shakospear. 

1-oth Fu»siliers (cfetaehnumt). 

Ist Ma«lras [nhaitry (detach niout), 

^ loth Madias Infantry (detachuient). 

( L-5, R. A. (2 guns). 

5th Beng.al Cavalry (dotadinicnt). 

I*.5th Fusiliers (dctaolinieuL), 
loth Madras Infantry (head-quarters), 
Colonel G. II earn. 

15th Madras Infantry (dtitachnienfc). 

( .5th Bengal Oavjilry (detaeluiient). 

A2n(l 15mial> Bioneers (hr'.ad -quarters), 
( Lieutenant-Colonel H. Ifellowes. 

" No. 1 Mountain Ikittery (2 guns). 

5th Bengal Cavalry (detadiineut). 
l-5th Fusilier.s (head-quarters), Colonel T. 
Rowland. 

22iul Bunjab Pioneers (detachment). 

41.st Bengal Infantry (head-quarters), Colonel 
I U. 8. Obbard. 


.Ali Masjid 


Jamrud . 


'Beshawar 


f 11-1), R. A. (2 ^uns). 

No. I Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

.5th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

’ Central India Horse (head -(pnirters). 

Kith Bengal Infantry (head-(niart(*rs). 

^ 41.st Bengal Infantry (detaohmenb). 
r 5th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

I 2-14th 3<Viot (head'll uarters). Colonel D. S. 
, -■ Warren. 

I Ifith Benpd Inf.antry (detachment). Major 
A. F. Taylor. 

1-1 Sth Foot, Colonel M. *T. R. McGri>gor. 


In all, alxnit 15,955 of aU ranks with 2S guns. 


Th' Peshawar District Force zms thus constituted- 


/'Artillery 


Bkigadieli- 
Genbbal 
a C. Hankin,.^ 
at Peshawar, 
Nownshera, etc. 


Cavalry , 

t British 
Native 


i K-A, H.H.A., Ma.jor W. W. Mnrdv)eh. 

\ l)-4, R.A., Major J. F. Free. 

i lOtli Bengal Lancers, Major England. 

11th Bengal Lancers, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Boyle, 

)2th Bengal Cavalry, Lieuti-nant-OoloncI 
J. H. (ireene. 

( l-17th Foot, CoUmel W. D. Thompson. 

\ Depots, British Regiments. 

( Jst B<3ngal Infantry, Lieutenant-Oolonel 
L, H. P. de HiHjhpied Larjxmt. 

6th Bengal Infantry, Majw VV. Atkins. 

39th Bengal Infantry, Colonel G. W. Fraser. 
Deqwts, Native Regiments. 


Totals 6,768 of all ranks. 



3ru section, 
BmoADitiii- 
Gbnkral 
R. S. Hill. 


Butkhak . 

Lataband . 

Seh-Baba . 


APPENDIX XXIII (see p. 454) 

Distrihtiim of the Troops on the Line of CommuniaAim under 
Major-General It. O. Bright, c.b., on the QMh June, 1880. 

C 4th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

72iid .Foot (dctafilinient) from l^abul. 

27tb Native Infantry (detachment) from Kabul. 
No. 2 Mountain Battery (2 gim»). 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

27th Bengal infantry (detachment) from Kabul. 
ilOth PiinjaV.) Infantry (head-quarters). 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

Slat Foot (dotachinent). 

22nd Punjab Infantry (hf>ad-quartf?rs). 

V Ist Gurkhas (detachment). 

f ll-O, Royal Artilh-ry (2 guns). 

4th Bengal Cavalry ((letaehTnont). 
l-2oth Foot (detachment), 
blst Foot (detachment). 

^ l.st Gurkhivs (head-quarters). 

4th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

No. 6 Company Bcuigal Sapjjers. 
l-2.'>th Foot (detachment). 

22nd Thmjab Infantry (d(‘.tachment), 
l-B), Royal .\rtilleiy (2 guns). , 

4tli Bengal Cavsilry (detachment). 
l-25th Foot (head-quartei's). 

31st Punjab Infantry (detachment). 

“A” and “ X ” Companies, .Madras Sapjiers. 
C-3, Royal Artillery (4 guns). 

.U-9, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

6th Dragoon Gvianls (heiwl-quarters). 

Central India Horse (detachment). 

4th Bengal Cavali-y (head-quarters). 

1 -5th Foot (detachment). 

51.st Light Infantry (licad-quarters). 

31.st Punjab Infantry (head -quarters), 
l.st Gurkhas (detachment). 

4th Madras Infantry (head-quarters). 

Central India Horae (detachment). 

8th Bengal Infantry (detachment). 

Central India Horse (detachment). 

8th Bengal Infantry (detachmont), 

“C” Conijiany Madras SapiKsrs (half). 

Central India Hor.se. (detachment). 
l)th Bengal Infantry (detachment). 

C-3, Rovai Artillery (2 guns). 

No. 1 Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

Central India Horse (httad-quorters). 
l-5th Fuailierti (head-quarters). 

8th Bengal infantry (head-quarters). 

9th Bengal Infantry (head-quarters). 

1st Madnvs Infantry (head-quarts). 

. 4th Madras Infantry (detachment). 
f “O’* CompMiy Madras Sappers (haF). 

■{ Central India Horse (detachment). 

V 1st Madras Infantry (detachment), 

/ Central India Horse (detachment), 
i 1st Madras Infantry (detachment). 

L-6, Royal Artillery. 

6th Bengal Cavalry (head-quarters). 

2-14th Foot (head -quarters). 

32nd Pioneers (head-quarters^ 
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2nd section, 
Brioa1:>iek- 
Gensral 
J. Doran. 


Jagdalak 


Pezwan 


1 Safed Sang 


Fort Battye 
Rozalmd . 

All Boghan 


Jalalabad . 

Laohipur . 
Char Dell , 

VPesh-Bolak 
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rBawawal . 

Dakka . 
JIaft-chali. 
Landi Khan:i, 


1st section, 
Brigadier- J 
General \ 
W, A. Gir. 


Landi Kota! 


I All Masjiil 

.lamrud 
ill all 


f fith Bengal Ca\alry ((kjtachmont). 
t .‘5‘iiui PioueA?rs (detaclmwnt). 

I 5th Bengal Cavalry (iletaclnnent). 

1 loth Madras Infantry (h(«nl-ijnartoni). 

loth Miwlras Infantry (doDuduncnt). 

/ Sth Bengal Cavalry (detai-hnieiii;). 

I Hat Bengal Infantry ((ii>t4Trlinu>nt). 
r No. 1 Movintain Bafcti'.vy (4 gnns). 
atli Bengal Cavalry (d*:.'tat‘tuaeni}. 
l“THfc!i Foot (heaii'fjuarDn-s). 
t I12nd Vioneen-. (detach men fc). 
list Bengal hitantry (liead qiiarters). 

15th Madras Infantry (de.taclinient). 

/ lo ll, .Koyal .VrtilK;ry (heavy), (didiulnnenti). 
I .5th Bengal Cavalry (<h^tju.'hnieiit). 

"I 1 - 1 8 th luKit (detaeinneiit). 

I IGtli Bengal Infaiitiy (head-quarters). 

^ 41st Bengal Infantry (detachnunit). 
j 5th Bengal Cavalry (tletaelnneiil ). 

1 IGth Bengal Infairtry (dotachaieut). 

2011 British ofiicers. 

4, .588 Britisli troops, 

0,978 N.ativo triM>|:)s. 


14,8i'>4 total of all ranks, with 24 gviiiR. 


Pcshaxvar Distrki Force ^ Jam SOfA, 1880 . 


Peshawar. 

BrIGADIKR-G KNMBAL 
Hankin. 


Nowshera 
Olierat , 

Doaba outposts 


In all 


GitAKO Total of Communica- 
tiohs and Re^rve. 


E-A, Rtjyal Horse Artillery. 

1-A, Koyal Horse Artillery. 

10-11, Koyal Artillery. 

10th Bengal Lai.u.;er.s (hiiad -quarters), 
lull Bengal Lancers (liead-rpiartei's), 
I -17 th Fixifc. 
f 1st Bengal liifaiitiy. 

(Jth Bengal infantry, 
l-25th Foot (depot). 

22ud Punjab Infantry (depot). 

27th Punjab Infantry (depot). 

1st: Mailras Infantry (druxit). 
loth Madras Infantry («loiM>t). 

{ 8th Hussars, 
noth Bengjd Infantry. 

2-9th Foot (dtqxit). 

J 1-I2th ]?'oot. 

* t r>th Bengal Infantry {detachment). 

( 10th Bengal Lancers (detacdunent). 
llth Belled Lancers (detachment). 
14th Bengal LaiirxTS (detachment). 
1st Bengal Infantry (detachnKmt). 
39th Bengal Infantry (detachment). 

. 21 British officers. 

2,533 British trcKjps. 

3,811 Native troops. 


G,435 total of all ranks. 

AhstracU 

14,854 all ranks— Oil line of communication. 
6,435 ,, At liaao of operations. ?’ 

I 21,289 of all ranks. 

<;44 



APPENDIX XXIV (see p. 357) 


purport trf* intelligence concemmg the force of the memy opposed 
to us at the battle of A hmad Khef as taleen from, the prisoners 
on the night of the action^ 19th Aprils 1880 (Euan Smith). 

The number of the enemy may be fairly estimated at from 
12,000 to 15,000 men. Hie prisoners gave the number as being 
between 40,000 and 100,000, but this is obviously exaggerated. 
Tlie tribes engaged (in almost equal proportions) were the Tarakis, 
Siiliman Khels, Audaris, and Tokhis. There were also a few 
Hotaks anrl Kakars, several Zamindawaris, and a contingent of 
sc^me hundreds of TaUibs-td-Ilm from Kandahar. The principal 
leiader of tlu* whole gathering was Slier Jan, son of Mir Ahn)ad 
and brothta- of Sahib Jan, who was killed at Shahjui by the 
British ; the other leaders were Muhammad Aslam, Tokhi, Sher 
Muhammad, Andari, Pir Muhammad, Taraki (this man lost a 
hand in the battle cif Shahjui), Mahnio Khan, Suliraan Khel, 
Ziran, Taraki, and others of less note, together with many nmlhis. 
There AVirs no attempt at anything like drill, but the various 
bodies of men w^oi-e instructed as to the position which they should 
take up when the fight with the English came off*. Each man 
brought his own arms and ammunition, and all, save the ialihs 
and very poor men who were fed by Sher Jan, found their own 
provisions, lliere Avas a A^ery large number of re^il Ghazis among 
the gathering, including twelve w^omen w^ho were admitted as 
Ghazis aiid were allowed to remove their pardahs on the condition 
that they followed the Ghazia into action, and took AA^ater, etc., 
etc., to the wounded. The entire gathering was marching on the 
right Hank of the English force for many days, and the intention 
was to have gone on to Ghazni and fight there, Muhammad Jan, 
however, discoiuaged their fighting, and wrote to say that they 
should do pothing until the rcsult of certain negotiations, which 
he had cominenced with the English authorities at Kabul, became 
, known, Mushk-i-Alam, however, had written encouraging the 
leaders to tight. On the day of the action the prisoners state 
that they were quite taken by surprise. They had Ibeen watching 
bur troops the day Ixifore, while encamped at Mashaki, and bad 
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been told that it was intended that we should halt there for one 
day. They therefore left their (^amps at Mashaki at midnight and 
c^ame on to the pool of water near the Asia-i-Nani, when? they 
also intended to halt, but, while they were eating their morning 
meal, our cavalry s(X)uts appeared. Even then most of the leaders 
wished to defer fighting, but Shei* Jan, who w^as very eager and 
fanatical, declared that he would not ilelay any longer. He raised 
suddenly the religious cry Ya Allah, ‘‘‘* which was respond(‘d to on 
all sides, and from that moment all chamxis of jiostponing the 
fight were at an end. The prisoners state that none of the men 
present had the least idea of wdiat would be the elfectt of our fire. 
At the first shot from the artillery guns many of the half-hearted 
slunk away, but the majority determined to fight. As all the 
prisoners were taken oft* the field of action, tliey could none of 
them give any idea of the amount of the casualties either in 
killed or wounded. One of the Kandahar ialUhs^ a Kakar of 
Zhob, gave information to the eftV^i.t that, one of the leaders of 
the talithH was a mulla named Akrani, Sahibzada Khel. >\J1 the 
Kandahar taUhn used to meet at the house of a Pir in Zakir (living 
close to the >:iarat of Miah Niir Muhaiiimad), wliose name lie did 
not know. Tlu^y met there for prayers the clay that tlK?y started 
for the Gham, 

There wxTe tw'o deserters from the regiment at Kalat-i-Ghilzai 
with the gathering, armed w itli brc^ecdi-loadii^g rifles. 



APPENDIX XXV (see p. 462) 

Strength and distritmtkm of the Troops serving in the Ku7'ram 
District under the comrtumd of Major-General J. Watson^ 
c,B., Aprils 1880. 



Eukoi^ans. 

Natives. 

1 

Station or 
Foht. 

C'Oai'ri A-ND COMMANDANTH. 

S 

t 

SE 

O 

* 'C 

3 V a 

Slgs 

|sl§ 

British 

officers. 

a 
“ a 

111 

No. 5 GAri‘u?t>n BnUt*ry (K<.ih;it) . 

K-S, Royal Artillery (4 giuis) 

Itit Bengal Cavah-j' 

4t!» Battjili<uj Hit!© Brigade .... 
Ist Sikh Infantry 

“4 

” H 

lbs 

124 

1 

“1 

"‘s 

40 

109 

702 

41 

112 

110 

127 

710 

' Kohat. 

1 On outposts. 
Togb. 

On outposts, 

9 

^Thal. 

|on ontpoats. 

1 Cbapri. 

» 

1 Balesb-Khel. 
On outposts. 

l^ Kurram Fort. 

On outposts. 

^Sbolozan. 


7 

282 

10 

851 

1,100 

list Bengal Cavalry ((lotachineiit) . 
l8t Sikli Infantry (detachuient) . 




85 

28 

35 

28 

1st Bengal (Javnlry 

lat Bengal Cavalry (dotachnient) . 

K-3, Royal Artillery (2 guns) 

8&th I'oot (detachment) 

ISth Bengal CuviiJry 

nth Bengal Infantry (left wing) . 

1 Sth Bengal Infantry 

18th Bengal Cavalry 

llth Bengal Infantry ..... 

1 3th Bengal Infantry 

No. 8 Company Sappei's and Miners 

5tb Bengal Infantry (dotixchment) 

Dth Bongiil Infantry 

I8th B«;ugal Cavalry j 

5tli Bengal Infantry (detachuient) 

C-4, Royal Artillery (2 guns) 

2-8th Foot (del-aehnient) . , . , 

ISth Bengal Lauocrs ..... 
29th Fuikjal) Infantry 

13th Bengal Ijancei’s ..... 

1-8, Royal Artillery (4 gunjs) .... 
C-4, Royal Artillery (4 giina) 

85ih Foot 

18th Bengal Ijoncoifl . . , . . 

20th Fun Jab Infantry 

2l8t Fnnjab Infantry . . 

1-8, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

2*8th Foot . . . . . 

1st Punjab Infantry (detachment) 

Grand Total 




63 

63 



5 

112 

117 



1 

6.S 

64 

1 

1 

50 

52 

’*‘5 

4 

7 

114 

404 

289 

51 

53 

119 

408 

296 

2 

102 

16 

807 

927 


1 

2.S0 

51 

183 

231 

51 

183 



1 

464 

465 

2 

2 

3 

2 

96 

159 

’^ibi 

161 

3 

0 

^ ^ 255 

262 



4 

1 

886 

50 

340 

6 ). 



5 

886^ 1 

391 

- 


_ 

91 i 


3 

^ 54 

176 

6 

7 

212 

540 

50 

179 

218 

547 

.'i 

230 

13 

‘ 76 ^ 

1,000 




lo” 

40 

J 

4 

21 

68 

108 

774 

" {) 
5 

70 

ibo 

473 

420 

141 

112 

795 

100 

479 

425 

2S 

950 

Yi" 

1,063 

2,062 

* 

1 

15 

19 

633 

"1 

. .7 

144 

~27 

648 

146 

^Faiwar Kotal. 

S 

652 

1 

151 

820 

60 

3,169 

66 

5,098 

^7^398 
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Strength and dhtrihutkm of the Kurram Fkld Force under the com- 
rmnd of Major-Ge^mal J. Watson^ c.b., r.a, Seftmher^ 1880. 



APPRO .KIMA'FB 1 




STRENGTH. | 



Biktisu. j 

Naxivk. I 




3 S 


si . 

§ a g 


CoRl’ii. 


i s 

i® 


DlSTOSITlON, 



Urn 

1 

111 




Si 



£ 

41 

ii 

i 

= 22 



1 


’C 




c 


K 



Sappm, 

No. 8 Ootnpmy 


a 

2 

10,3 

108 Shal«>«ni. 

Ar tiller u. 






C*4, Royal Artillery 

0 

i«i2 


... 

Shalozan, 4 guns ; Kurram Fort, 2 guns. 

E-S, Royal Artillery . 

4 

150 


142 

Kohat, 4 guns ; Thai, 2 gnna. 

J-S, Uoy.'il Arbillory 

No. 5 Kohat (raniaou 

5 

100 


P.aiwai Kobil. 

Koh.at. 

70 

Battery 



1 

Cavalry. 

15 

412 

1 

212 

040 Total. 

let Bengal Cavalry 



5 

42.5 

Kohat and outposts: 15 men, Togh; 2(> men, 





Sarozai ; 14 mon, Gandiawar ; 2 ollictrs a)i(l 89 
men, Hangu ; b men, Thai ; 81 men, Mamlnri. 


Bengal Oavaliy 




51 

Transport duty : line of communication. 

18th Bengtil Cavalry 


... 

7 

474 

Heml-qnaiteia Thai : 25 meti, Fort Khapianga ; 






1 officer, 40 men, Chajni; 25 men, Alim.'ui-i- 
Shania ; 0 men, M.indnri ; 42 men, Alizai ; 40 






men, Shlnak ; 52 men, Balesh Khel. 

13th Bengal Lancers 




7 

4<i4 

Heaii-q natters Shalozan: 2 officers, 114 men, 





Kurnun ; 32 men, VVali Muhammad ; 1 officer, 
48 men, Paiwar Kotal ; 6 men, Sbirkala. 


I)i/antry, Brithh. 


... 

19 

1,4M 

I,4;i8 Totjii. 

2-8th Foot . . . 

19 

838 



Paiwar Kotal : 3 officci-s, ISO men, Shaloam ; 






10 men, Kurram ; 2 i>flir.enj, 101 men, Thai ; 
1 man, Kohat ; 4 men, Balesh Kbol. 

86th Foot 

20 

731 


... 

H.c.'t«i>quartens Paiwar Kotal ; 88 men, Shalozan ; 






2ollic0r8, 110 men, Kurram ; 2 officers, !M men, 

^th Battalion Uiflo Bri- 





Thai, 

gade (2 coniptinics) . 

2 

128 i 


- 

Kohat. 

Infantry, Natin. 

iL 

1,092 


... 

Total. 

5th Bengal Infantry 



“T' 

’sos’ 

Head-quarters Balesh Kliol : 1 officer, ,5.3 men, 





.Shinak ; 61 men, Alizsii ; 1 officer, 100 men, 
Alanduri. 


11th Bengal Infantry 





Kohat. 

(detachnient) 


... 

1 

238 

ISth Bengal Infantry . 



7 

44H 

Thai : 47 men, Port KRapianga. 

20th Pinyab Infantry . 



0 

017 

Head-quarters Paiwar Kotal : 51 men, Stirkala. 

21st Punjab Infantry . 


... 

7 

690 

Ifood-quarters ShulozJtn : 3 men, 'I'hal ; 1 officer, 





105 men, Fort Frerierick : 2 officers, 250 men, 
Toighiir ; 10 men, e.scort duty. 


29th Ihinjab Infantry . 



7 

.570 

Kurram: 22 men, Wali Muhammad; 4 men, 
Thai ; 3 men, Paiwar Kotal. 

Kohat. 

5th Punjab Infantry, 

depot .... 
Istmkhs . . . 


... 

1 

284 


... 

7 

845 

Kohat and outposts : 1 officer, 104 men, Banda ; 






52 men, Sberkot. 

Deoil Infantry 


... 

7 

678 

Thai : 14 men, Togh ; 12 men, Sarumi : 12 men, 





Gandiawar ; 82 men, Cliapri ; 46 men, Ahmad- 
i-Shama. 


Total . . . 

... 

... 

Ho 

_4,813 

4,863 

DMb and Signallets . 


34 


■ V" 

48 abng the line. 

Gbaup Tom. 

67 

2,141 

72 

6,545 ’ 

T,m 


' m flrat ween or eeptenioor loe iwn ueugai i^nwre »wu a 

Wire distnbttted in fi^riann at Fort Garnett, Muhammadiiai, LacUi and Banda. 
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Cmnpimtim of the Kandahar Field Force, 26<A May, 1880. 


Station. 




Kandahar . 


En route to K».ndaliar 
Mandi Hiasar 

Alxlur Kahmaii 
Mel Karez . 

Dalirai . 

Gatai . 


Chamaii 

Kala Alxlulla 
Guliatan Karvz 

Quetta . 


Mach . 

Kushdil Khan-Kalii 

Gwal . . 

Kasim Khan<KaIa 

Chaimr » . . 


COKl'B. 

rC-iJ, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

J 3rd Sind lIoiTje (detachment). 

* I GGth Foot (detachment). 

* 29th Bombay 

f No. 2 Oomiiany, Bomba v Saptjors. 

FirB, Royal Honse Artillery. 

0 3, Royal Artillery (2 gnus). 

5-11, Royal Artillery (garrison battery). 

3rd Sind llca'se. 
l.\)ona Horse (head-(]uarters). 

3rd Bombay Light Cavalry (head quarters). 
2-7th Fusiliers. , 

hhth Foot (ht'ad-quarters). 

Jrtt Bombay Infantry. 

19th Bombay Infantry (head-quarters). 

,30th Bombay Infantry (head -quarters), 

2-7tli Foot (detachment). 

/Poona Horse (detachment). 

’ ll9th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

J Poona Horae (detaohmeut). 

' t I9lli Jiomhay Infantry (detachment). 

J Poona Horse Motachment). 

’ 1 30th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

I Poona Horse (detachment). 

. -j oOth Jionihay infantry (detachment). ^ 

il\o. — Company, Sapixjrs (detacliment). 
j Poona Horse (detachinent). 

’ CliHh Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

( P<»na Horse (dctochmeut). 

No. 2 (Jaool)al:)ad) Mountain Battery (2 guns). 
28th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

. 28th Bomfiay Infantry (detachment). 

. 2Sth Bomljay Infantry (detachment). 

/ 14-9, Royal Artillery. ' 

) 2nd Sind Horse (head-quarters). 

' 1 4th Btimlxiy Infantry (head -quarters). 

* 10th Bombay Infantry (hwwl -quarters). 

. 4th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

J Poon.a Ilonso (detachment). 

' 1 28th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

/3rd Bombay Light CavMry.' 

’1 16th Bombay Infantry (head-quarters). 

. 16th Bomliay Infantry (detachment). 

( No. — Com{>any, liombay Si^jDers. 

No. 2 (JacoMiad) Mountain Battery (2 guns). 
2nd Sind Horse (detachment). 

.3rd Bombay Light Cavalry (detachment).* 
30th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 

16th Bomlxiy Infantry (detachment). 

Reserve Division. 
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DATgai . 

Spin Tangi . 

Harnai . 


Thal'Ghotiali 

Dalutal 

Ziiidigiah 

Nari Gorge . 
Bolau . 

Sibi . 


{ .‘M Bombay Liglit Cavalry (dotachrnoiit).' 
5th Bombay infantry (cletncb merit). 

27th Bomlwiy Infairtry (detaohrnerit). 

23rd Bombay infantry (detachment).' 

3rd Bombay Ijight Cavalry (detachment), ' 
iS'o. - Bombay Sapjrcrs and MinerB. 

- 2nd rtind Hm-ye (fletaclimeiit). 

5th Bomtuiy Infantry (dotacliment). 

^27th Bombay Infantry (hoad-quarterB). 
r2nd Sind lioir,i> {deta(;hment). 
i No. 2 (Jacobaliad) Mountain Battery (2 giiria) 
v5th Biimlray Infantry nioad-<|narter.s). 

1 3rd Bombay Tiiglit Cavalry (dctachiuent).’ 
t23rd Bombay Infantry (detachment).' 

{ 3jrtl Bombay Light Cavalry (de.tachnnmt). ' 

23rd Bombay lnf;!.ntry (d(.‘tachmi!nt).' 

. 9th Bombay Infantry (detac!iuieiit)J 
4th Boinlray Infajitry (detaclirnfiit). 
r2nd Bombay Light ( Javiilry (detachment). ‘ 
i 27 til Bombay Tntantry (di'tachrnent). 
l2Jh*d Bombay Infantry (head*(]u;irtorB).' 


Total strength (exclusive of R+jst'rvo division troops) : 

British, all ranks 

Native? 


Total . 


2,159 

*,)d)5S 

11,217 


Note. — Ounng to the successive calls for troojxs from tlxt Beserve, which ended in 
the 1st Balucli 1 ?giment (27th Bombay Infantry), 23rd Bombay Infantry, some of the 
1st Bind Horwi, wid 3 tniops of the 2ud Bombay Cavalry being brought in to serve 
on the liim of communications, the regiments along t!ie line, h.ad much scat- 

tered. Aceordi .gly, on the 29th May, (reiieral Flia-yre redisti ibnted them from Sibi 
in the following order : 


1st Sind Horse (detachratmts) 

23rd Bombay Infantry 

.2tid liomiKiiy Light Cavalry (3 |,,.twp,.„ 

2nd Sind Horso . . UoHta i)...wo. )i 

5th Bombay Infantry . 


’ }. Posts between Sifji and Spin Taiigi. 


.r 


■ipin Tangi and Harnai, 
imrl tiding Harnai. 


27th Bomliay Infantry 
Kegiment). 


(1st Ba]uc:h HAxsts at Nasak, Sharigh, Shor Dargai, 
and North. Chapar llift. 


r 


* Reserve Division. 



APPENDIX XXVIII (see pp. 478, 580) 

Detaih of Ayufjs force which was engaged at Maiwand, 

[From notps of (H)iiveri?ation held by Gaselee, d.a.q.m.o., with 

Miri&a M uhaTninad Akbar, pay clerk to the Ivandahari regiments with Ayuh 
Khan.] 

Ayiib loft Herat in tlie l)cginniiig of June, 1880, with the 
following for('c : 

24 Held guns, drawn by horses. 

(J mountain guns, on mules. 

/> Kalniii regiments of oOO nrjen each, armed with Enfields (presented to 
Sher All by the Ilritish). * 

1 Kandahari regiment of 500, armed with rifles made at Kandahar. 

0 Ilerati regiirients ofJJOO men each, armed witli rifles made at Herat. 
regiments of Kabuli regular cavalry (.SOO each). 

1,500 Herati irregular liorsoinen {Khawaniri Sowars). 

500 horscuiKUi ( M froo/w), and 

1,000 infaji try joined at Farah, after mutiny of the W^aliV troops on 
14tli July. 

On reaching Farah, Ayub halted to allow the Zamindawaris to 
collect, (rhazis and others emne in in numbers. At Maiwand ther^. 
w'cre probably i2(),00().* At Baba Wali on the Ist September 
perhaps 80,()()0.* 

* # # * # ♦ 

The march was led throughout at one day’s interval by the 
irregular cavalry under the Luinnb Kushdil Khan. 

In addition to the Sartip Mir Muhammad, who joined Ayub 
after the mutiny of tlie Wall’s tmops on the 14th July, there 
were ten principal officers attached to his army, including the 
Naib Sipah-Salav Hafizulla Khan (Logari), and Taj Muhammad 
Khan (Cihilzai), who, with the Luinab^ apj>ear to have been 
A yub’s chief advisers ; also Abdul Rahman Khan (Rika), com- 
manding the regular cavalry ; Taj Muhammad Khan (Tajik), 
and Saidal Khan (brother of General Gholam Haidar, late 
Governor of I’urkestan), commanding infantry brigades; and 
Ahmad Gul (Kabuli), commanding artillery. 

* Probably exaggerated (I. B., 1905). 
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Ayub, ou reaching the neighbourhood of Maiwand, expected 
to find the British troops in camp at Kuskh-i-Nakhud, and was 
in hopes that by going through the Mai wand Bass he would cut 
Burrows oft’ from Kandaliar, and annihilate him after surprising 
and capturing the city. 

Ayub W{\s surprised at finding the British drawn up near 
Maiwand on the 27th July ; but within an hour all the Afghan 
troops were concentrated. The fighting was very severe, the 
Afghans suffered much from want of water, their loss was heavy, 
and they were often on the point of giving way. 

The Herati horsemen would not light ; those who behaved 
best were the Kabulis and the Wali's mutineers, the former of 
whom took the two guns of E-B., Royal Horse Artillery, when 
they saw' the British (native) infantry beginning to give way. 

Losses among the regular troops were 1,250 men and 700 
horses ; of the Gha/is the number is uncertain, but they had 800 
killed. The Herati liorsemen were ordered to pursue the British, 
but remained to plunder the camp. 



APPENDIX XXIX (see p. 580) 

Detail of tJie Kahul-Kandahar Field Force^ engaged in the action 
of Kandahar^ on the \jit September^ 1880. 

(Exclusive of Bombay troops of Kamlabar Garrison.) 


Brigmle. 


Divisional Staff 
Cavalry Brigade 


1st Infantry Brigade 


2nd Infantry Brigade 


3rd Infantry Brigade 


CoriJti. 

(»th Tiancers | 

lotal. 

8 

300 

Gnoit. 

3r<l Ti(fngal Cavalry 

300 

V- 

3r<l rmijab Cavalry 

350 


Central .India Horse 

422 


-Brigade Staff 

92iid Highlanders 

8 


.528 


2rid Gurkhas 

309 


23rd Pi«.>neers * 

544 


21th Punjab Infantry 

421 


(>-8, Boyal Artillery (attarluxl) . 

103 

6 

.Brigade Staff ...... 

7 


72iid Highlanders 

00-4 


2jid Sikhs 

514 


3rd Sikhs ....... 

402 


hth Gurkhas ...... 

470 

• 

f Infantry . 

403 


i No. 2 Moiintiun Battery . 

200 

0 

Brigade Staff ...... 

0 


2-OOth Hiflctti .... . . 

510 


4th Gurlchas 

530 


lath >Sikhs .... . . 

437 


25th Punjab Infantry 

! 486 


ll-Jl, Royal Artillery (attached) . 

122 

6 

Total 

8,393 

18 
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Detail of the foixc in Sotitheim Afghanistan intended for the reliif 
if K(mdaha.r^ jyiihli-slied hi DixHsion OnU^rs of 'ilth Auffnst^ 1880. 

Major-General R. Phayrc, Comniaiidin^^. 

Major C. A. C.'wiiing'hain^ Assistfiiit Adjutant-General (siek). 

C aptain W. (•ooke-Collis, Officiating Assistant Adjutant-General. 

Major J. dopp. Assistant Quarteririaster-General. 

Major A. K. Meyland^ Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General. 

Captain R. Pliayre, Aide-de-( -aiiip. 

Lieutenant the Hon. G. Fitzroy Somerset, Orderly Officer, Extra Aide-de- 
C'anip. 

^ Major (,\ Swinlioe, Assistant ('Oinmissary-Gencral. 

Major De L. R. P. \Vooldri<l^e, Director of Transport. 

Deputy Surgeon-General 1^. S. Ilruce, Principal Medical Officer. 


A rtiliery Hrigade, 

Brigadier-<.Teiieral T. P. Sinitli, n..ii.A., Commanding. 

C'aptiin K. Blaksley, Adjutnit. 

D-ll, Royal Horse Artillery, Major K. Vl’'ard. 

F-i5, Royal Artillery, Major J. R. .1. Dewar. 

No. 2 Bombay Mountain Battery, Major R. Wace, 

Cavalry Briyada. 

Brigadier-General H. ( ■. Wilkinson, Commanding. 

Major Morris, Brigade-Major. 

Captain C. W. Muir, Orderly Officer. 

15tli Hussars, Lieutenaiit-( ■olonel G. Luck. 

1st Madras Light (.)avalry, LieutcTiant-( ’olonel E. M. (ffierry. 

2ad Bombiw Light C'avalry, Lieutenant -C -olonel A. \V\ Macnaiigbten. 
2nd Sind Horse, Major M . M. Carpcndale. 

Poona Horse (108 sabres). Major C. M. Erskiue. 


Engineer Farce. 


Lieutenant-Cjolonel J. G. Liiidsay, Commanding. 
Lieutenant W. W. B. MHbiteford, Adjutant. 
Lieutenant H. O. Selby, in charge of Signalling. 


Lieutenant C. F. Fuller, 
Lieutenant G. Davidson. 
Lieutenant S. A. E. Hickson. 
Lieutenant W, W. Robinson. 
Lieutenant W. Coles. 
Lieutenant M. J. Slater. 


V Assistant Field Engineers. 


J 
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Captain F, W, Joseph, ii.s.c., Assistant Field Engineer (attached). 

No. 3 Company, Bombay Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant G. H. W. 
O^Sullivan. 

No. 4 Comjiany, Bombay Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant J. Neville. 

No. 5 Company, Bombay Sappers and Miners, Lieutenant E. C, Spilsbury. 


1st Infantry Brigade. 


iiiid Infantry Hrigarle. 


Srd Infantry Brigade. 


Brigadier -General 11. H. 

J ame.% Comnin.nding. 
Captain W. Gooke-Collia, 
Brigade-Major. 

Major T. W. Saunders, Com- 
inissiiriat Officer. 

Lieut. -Col. J, Barras, Trans* 
port Officer. 

2-llth Foot, Liout.-Ool. W. 
T. Corric. 

8th Bombay Infantry, Lieut. - 
Col. S. Fellows. 
lOfcli Bomiiay Infantry, Major 
C. E. Blowers. 


Brigjwlier-General T. S. 

Brown, Commanding. 
Major 11. J. Slock, Brigade- 
Major. 

Major J. L. Fagan, Oom- 
inissariat Officer. 

Lieut. K- R. Mackenzie, 
Transpoi-t Offict^r. 

2-15tli Foot, Lieufc.-Col. R. 

L, llashwooiJ. 
oth Bombay Infantry, 
Lieut. >C»>1. R. A. u. 
Hunt. 

21th Bomlmy Infantry, 
Lieut. -Col. R. M. Cham- 
liera. 

27tli Bombay Infantry, Col. 
T. Bell. 


Brigailier-Gen. H. H. 

A. Wood (sick). 
Brigadier-Gen. Walker 
(Officiating), Com- 
manding. 

Captain J. W. Andrews, 
Brigade-Major. 

Lieut. P. A. N. St. L. 

W o(xl , Orderly Officer. 
G3rd Foot, Lieut. -Col. 

W. L. Auchinleck. 
9th Bombay Infantry, 
Lieut.-Col. LlLSib- 
thorj-ie. 

23rd Bombi*y Infantry^ 
Lieut. -Col. J. Ilarpur. 


Line of (.‘ommunication i 
from Sibi to Chamau I 
(for which some of the j 
above were detained). J 

Sibi and- Outposts . . | 

Bolan Post . 


General J. II. Henderson, 
f/aptain J. VVatling, Deputy Assistant 
y uarterrnaster-General . 

Briga.de-Ma j or (vacant). 

8tb Bengal (/av<alry (3 troops). 

13th Bombay Infantry, 
loth Bombay Infantry (wing^). 


t- 


Quetta to Cliaman, in-'i 

eluding Kacb and 1 3th Bengal Cavalry (1 squadron). 

' jlst Ma«lras Light Cavalry (1 squadron). 

24tb Bombay Infantry. 

( A-4, Royal Artillery, Captain #1, D. Dalton. 
H-1, Royal Artillery, Major C. Crostbwaite. 
5-8, Royal Artillery, Major W. R. Lluellyii. 
14-0, Royal Artillery, Major G. A. Crawford. 
1st Madras Light Cavalry (1 squadron), 

4tb Bengal Infantry, 15th Bombay 
Infantry (head-’quarters and wing). 


Kushdil Kbaii, 
squadrons cavalry. 
3rd Bengal Infantry 


Quetta Garrison and 
Reserve Troops (staff-J 
vacant.). 




APPENDIX XXXI (see p, 592) 

Distribution of the force in Southern Afghanistan under Major- 
General R. Pluiyre on tJu* ^Uh August^ 1880. 


Chamtm . 


Khojak . 


Kala Abdulla . 


GalibtHii Karez 

if 


Nos. S, 4, and 5 Cornparnf?s, Bombay {Sappers (dc'tacli- 
iiients). 

1.4-y Royal Artillery (detachiijeiit), (Mpiipped with two h-prs. 

^ No. 2 Brjinl>ii.y Mountain Battery (2 guns). 

J:*oona ((Ititachment). 

lytli, and 2yth Bi»mliay fnfaiitry (dotaeliments). 

I Nos. 3, 4, and 5 Companies, Bombay Sapijers (detach- 
ments). 

14-9, Royal Artillery (detachment), efpiip|X)d with two 

2r)-pr8. 

N<i. 2 Mountain Battery (2 gnus), 
yth Boiul>ay Infantry, 

10th Bornl)ay infantry (detachment). 

^Nos. 3, 4, and 5 Cotnix*Tuos, Boniljay Bapjxns (detach- 
ments). 

Poona Horse, 2nd 8ind, 2nd Bombay Light Cavalry 
hlctachnient). 

t 4th Bombay infantry (detacliment). 
yth Bombay infantry (detachment), 
loth Bombay Infantry. 

27th Bombay Infantry. 

{ 2nd Biml Horse (det.achment). 

2-llth Foot (wing). 

2- 10th Foot (detachment). 


Segi, Dinar Karez, Gha- 1 
zarband, Mehterzai,! 
Kiishdil Khan. 


2nd Biinl Horse (detacdiment). 

Ist Madras Light Cavalry (detachment). 
Poona Horse, (detachment). 

24th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 
27th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 


Quetta 


j D-B, Royal Horse Artillery. 

F-2, Royal Artillery. 

14-9, Royal Artillery (detachment). 

15th llnssars. 

lat Madras Light Cavalry (detatihment). 

2ud Bombay Light Cavalry (heiul -quarters). 
I 8th Bengal Cavalry (detachment). 

2-llth Foot (wing), 

2-15th Foot (head -quarters). 

8th Bombivy Infantry. 

24th Bombay Infantry. 

British and Native details. 


En route to Quetta • 


'E-B, Royal Horse Artillery (2 guns), to repla-ce those lost 
at Maiwand. 

H-1, Royal Ai tillery. 

5-8, Royal Artillery. 

8th Bengal Cavalry (head-quarters). 

63rd Foot. 

66th Foot (detachment). 

JSSrd. Bombay Infantry. 
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On the northern frontier at Kacli was the following' force : 

No. 2 Mounti«n Battery (2 guns). 

2nri Bombay I^ight Cavalry (detachment). 
5th Bombay Infantry. 

16th Bombay Infantry (head-qnarti?rs). 

At Sibi and posts about Nari : 

8th Bengal Cavalry (detachment), 
lat Sind Horse. 

4th Bengal Infantry. 

9th Bomljay Infantry. 


The following troops were moving up from Sulclcur and Karachi : 
r7Sth I\x>t. 

From BomljJty . . f 13th Boinlxiy Infantry. 

I t5th Bombay Infantry, 


From Bengal 


A-4, Boyal Artillery. 
15-9, B-oyal Artillery. 
3r<i Hyderabad C!?a,v*«,lry. 
3rd Bf nilgai Iiifiiiiti'y. 



APPENDIX XXXII (see p. 607) 


Disirihution Iwt of the l.vf ajid ^nd Divlnoiifi oj the Sontlu’rn 
Afghanistan Field Force under Major-General R, Pfuit/re^ 
on the. 30/ A October^ 1880. 


n)-Ti, Koyal JTorso Arfcillers'. 

I Dth Ljuicfi's. 

KohkavjwianH IvoliMik -J I ’ooiia Iior.se. 

I 2iid Sinil lloree (dcvtaohinent). 

(8th, 10th, 27th Bombay Infantry. 

■Jl'l, B.A. i No. 3 Ooinpany, J5oinhay Sapperfcj, 
b‘'-2, R.A.. i .‘Ud ikmi bay Li i?ht Cavalry (ordered to India). 
G-8, K.A. ! roun.all« frs«' (d< 'taelnn • • i it.) . 
t-M), R.A. : 2nd J8.iiul Horse. 

2-7th h'oot \ I 4th liiomhay Inf.antry. 

2-1 Ith Foot I British j 5th Bomliay Infantry. 

2-l.Oth Foot r Infantry I ih.h Bomlniy Infantry. 

.OMrd Foot ' i 27th ,, (delachinont). 


Kandvahar, in Ar- 
ghandab Vbilley, find 
neighbourhood. 


/3rd Bombay Light Cavalry (deUf^hment). 

Lino of cjoninninina- j Kith Boruljay Native Infantry (detar^hnnmt), or;dero<l to India, 
tion to Khojak. j 23rd Boml>.‘iy Native Infantry (det.aefmient). 

^28th Bombay Native Infantry (detachment). 


Quetta and in l*esliiii-{ 


f A-4, Tloya! Artillery. 

5-8, Boy id Artillery. 

15-1), Hoyal Artillery, 

IhC Madias Light Cavalry. 

78tb Foot (ordered to Kandaluiir). 

3itl Beiigfil Infantry (ordered to Kandahar). 
13th Bombay Infantry. 

(l5th Boml>ay Infantry (detachment). 


( 


On Railway Lino I 
(under construction).! 


At Sibi . 



N(»s. 4 and 5 Companies, Bombay Sappers. 

IGth Bombay Infantry. 

24th Bom bay Infantry. 

Kaeh, Kith Boudjay Infantry (200 rifles). 

Mang), loth Bombay Infantry (200 riHes). 

Dargai and Chapar, No.s. 4 and 5 Comiyinies, Sapj)ers. 
Sharigh, 24th Bombay Infantry (2 companies). 

Harnai, 24th Bombay Infantry (head -quarters). 

Harnai to Sibi, 17th Bengal Infantry (detachment). 

8th Bengal Cavalry (detachments). 

No. 1 Bombay Mountain Battery (2 gims); No. 2 Bombay 
Mountain "Battery (2 guns). 

8th Bengal Cavalry ; l.st Sind Horse (fletachment) ; 1st Madras 
Cavalry (detachment ). 

17th Bengal Infantry (part of), ordered to Kandahar. 


r No. 2 Bombay Mountain Battery (2 guns), 
in Shoraiyak - . { 1st Madras Cavalry (1 squadron). 

( 4th Bengal Infantry (owlered tc^ Kandahar). 
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Keturniug to Xnd^ 


rJS'B, Iloyi^ Hor^ Artillery. 

C-S, Koyial Artillery. 

5-11, Royal Artillery (escorting captured guns and General 
- No. 2 Comtjany, Bombay Sax^ix^rs- [Brooke’s body). 

3i^ Sind Horse. 

66th Foot. 

Jst, 29th, and 30th Bombay Infantry. 


Co-operating with 
General MacGregor’s 
column in the Mari 
country. 


No. 2 Bomliay Mountain Battei*y (2 guns). 
2n(l Bombay Light Cavalry. 

15th Bombay Infantry (detachment). 


*) To re-establish the 
> posts at Thal- 
J Chotiali. 


AdditioThal troopit warned fbr scrmce from India, 

’ 13th ilusaars ; 7th Bengal Cavalry ; 61st Foot. 

N.B.- Tho 3rd, 7th, 13th, 20t]i, ami 26th Bombay Infantry hml each 1 comi)any on 
service attached resiKctively to the 5th, 10th, 10th, 28th, and 4th Bombay Infantry. 



Kohkarau 


AtPENOlX XXXIH 


in Southern Afghanistan on the 


f lloyal Horse ^krtiUery. 
J Kitli Hussars. 

I Srid Sind Hoi-se. 

^ loth l Infantry. 


f H-1, lloyal .Vrtillerj^ 

F-2, Royal Aj tlllery. 

G*8, Royal Artillery. 

14- 9, Royal .Artillery. 

No. 3 ComiJiiny Boiuhay Sappers. 

Poona Horse. 

2“7th Fusiliera. 

Kandahar 2-1 Ith l/oot. 

(J.3rd J^'oot. 

7<Sth Hii-ddanders. 

3vd Beng.1,1 Infantry. 

4t}i Bengal Infantry. 

17 tli liinjgal Infantry. 

9tU Btnnbay Infantry. 

27tii Bombay Infantry. 

0-8, Royal Artillt*ry (2 gnn.s). 

15- 9, Royal Artillery. 

1st Madras Liglit C.avalry (defeieinncnt). 

3rd Bombay Light Cavalry (detach nitints), under orders 
. to return to India. 

Jiine of_ oommunieutiems, j Gist Foot (wing), 
including Quistta. i 3rd Bengal Infantry (d(-taeh merit). 

I 5th Bonilxiy Infantry (detachment). 

8th Bombay Infantry (wing). 

KUli llombay Infantry. 

23i’d Bombay Infantry. 

28th Bombay Infantry. 
f No. 2 B(mib;iy Mountain Brittory (2 guns). 

In Shorawak < Lst Madra.s Light Cavalry (detachment). 

I 5th Bombay Infantry. 

/ Nos. 4 and 5 OompariieK, iJornbivy Sappera. 

OnOwal-Sibi lUilw.ylin. (deUch.ent). 

V. 2-ltli Bombay Infantry. 


/ A-4, Royal Artillery. 

5-8, Royal Artillery (4 gums). 

No. 2 Bombay Mountain Battery (2 gums). 

8th Bengal Cavalry. 

.1st Madras Light Cavalry (det.acliment). 

At Sibi and adjacent posts, 2nd Bombay Light Cavalry (detachment), 
including Brigadior- J Hrd Bcmibay Light Cavalry (detachment), under orders 
General Henderson’s ^ for India, 
reserve column. lst Sind Horse (dctai-.hmeut). 

Gist Foot (wing). 

8th Bombay Infantry (vi'ing). 

IGth Bombay Infantry. 

I9th Bombay Infantry, under orders for India. 

29th Bombay Infantry, under orders for India. 

11-9, Royal Artillery (2 guns). 

8th Bengal Cavalry (dotachmtmt). 

29t]i Bombay Infantry (detachment) for India. 

I No. 2 'Bombay Mountain Battery (2 guns), 

Thal-Chotiali and Kuriak. j 2iid Bombay Light Cavalry (head-quarters). 

V 15th Bombay Infantry. 

Jacoliaba^ , , . lst Sind Horse (part of). 

Orf^toKandaharfrbm | nh Bengal Cavalry 

70 ' 


Wit^Sir Roliert Sandeman 
at Mandai. 


45 



APPENDIX 

Programme of the dates of departures and anivals qf troops of the South 



Note. ““Previous to Ic^iviiig Kandtvhar General Hume redistributed the brigades, so as to Icav 


Cavai.rv 13ki.ojii'E. 

Jiiigailier-Qtne.nU Wilkinaon. 

Isx BuiOAnx. 

Bngtulier>Gmerat Walker. 

D-B, Itoyal llorte ArLillory. 
loth liuiiaars. 

UOViiO. 

6-8, Royal Artillory. 
flSrd Foot» 

3rd Benjml iDfantiy. . 

0th Bombay Infantry. 

. Ko. 8 Com[wny Bombay Bappen. 
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XXXIV («ce p. 628) 

Afghanistan Field Force in the retirement from Kandaluir, in April, 1881 


Kala 

Abdulla, 

Dop. 


April 20 





6 Coiu- 
. pauiea 
I, May 1 

[2 Ooxn- 
(mnies 
May I 
(Wing 
I May 1 
j Kuabdil 
(Kban. 


Gnlistiwi, 

Arr. 


April 27 


20 

„ 3Q 
May 2 

»i 2 

M 4 


[ 1 Squad* 
ron, 

[May ] 


( 2 Cow- 
{ panics 
( May 1 
( 2 Ooni- 
•{ panics 
I May 1 


Ilfilt. 


I A) nil 2S 
( u 2‘J 


May I 

2 


I :: 


Scp;i, Arr. 

April 20 

M 2<‘. 

I 2-S 

1. 30 

[ Left”' 
winu- 
7lb Fiv 
[ siliera. 


Idiiy 


I " 


f Wing 
\ May 1 


rWing 
1 May 1 


Qnotta, 

Ait. 

Jialf. 

Qnot la, 
Dop. 

Aiiril 2.^ 

April 24 

April lV. 


„ SO 

May ] 

May 1 
0 

iMay 2 

p 3 

M 3 

'I 

M 1 

>> 0 

j-Aiiril SO 

p 1 

„ 

/ 

May 4 

M •> 

»t 0 

M e: 

M • 

p 3 

j* 7 1 

p ii 

P 9 

,, r, 

P 0 

M 10 

r, 

»> •' 

P U 

M 10 

.. 11 

w 12 

,, 13 

M 12 

.. 13 

.. 11 

» n- 

„ 12 

1 p 13 

p -t 

... 


i> 'i 



Wing 

\ ■■ 

... 

May 4 

J - 


Wing 

1 

l\ 


May 1 

:/ - 



J'ir- 

Chauki, 

Air. 

Dctiiinutiou. 

May S 

Karachi. 


JiiUunUur. 

„ 10 

11 

P 12 

Calcnt.ta. 

.Jubbiilpur. 

Karachi. 

p 0 

1 Karaclii. 

„ n 

„ ir, 

r>)iilluiidiir. 
i UenaTos and 
V Sitapur. 

Calcutta. 

n :i'5 


p 17 
„ 17 

» 20 

> Karachi. 

p 21 


p 20 

Lahore, 

: 

1 Quetta. 


Chauiun. 

( Quotta. 

•j Kula Abilulla. 

( (iuliatau 
( Ohaman. 

' Kala Abdulla. 

( OnliHlan. 

/Qnotta and 
{ K u 8 h a 1 1 
y Khan. 


the troops for the Peshiii and Quetta garrisons Avith the Uwt brigade leaving Kandahar, as follows : 


2NX) BHiOAUR. 

Biigadier-Gentml Pmtoiu 

; SBti 13B£GA]»£. 

1 JBriytulier-GeMral Htndtnon. 

H-l, Royal AvllUory, 

F*2, Koyal Artillery. 

78th Highlandem. 

8th Bengal Cavalry, 

17ih Benffal Infantry. 

2*7th FiisiJiors. 

27.tb Bouibay Infantry. 

4tb Bombay Infantry. 


lOth Bombay Infantry. 
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TranspoH employed on General lloberi}i\s inarch from Kabul to 
Kandahar (AiignM^ 1879). 

The total numbers of transport animals, other than camels, 
actually employed during the imiroh, and those whicli became 
ineffective from sickness, death, or loss, on or before arrival at 
Kandahar, are shown below : 


■ Yabiw. 

■ 

PiniioK. 

Mules. 

Donkeys. * 

Total employed j 

1,(551 

1,808 

4,510 

1,108 

] 

Dead or missing 

41!) 

808 

21(5 

107 

Sick . . . . 

081 

•179 

842 

67 

Total ineffective 

1,080 

787 

i 

1,158 1 

# 

164 

1 

Balance effective 

m\ 

516 

3,352 

i 

099 

Percentage of effective on conipletion 
of mavclj 

34% 

39% 



73% 

86% 


Compiled from official sources, 

Notk. — I'be transport allotted to corfxs was of variable quality, and was 
not equally cared for Iw all units. The 2nd Sikh Infantry are reported 
to have marched into Kandahar with three only of their total transport 
animals in an ineffective condition. 
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System, of Intelligence with the troops in the field in Afghanistan^ 

1878-80. 

No Iiifcelligcnrc Department existed in India at this time. "I'he 
only campaigns on the North-West Frontier since 1842 in which 
a (teniiind for field intelligeiu*(i arose were those against Pathan 
tribesmen. 'I'his important branch of the dutitis of the Staff was 
undertaken in war as well as in peace time by the Civil Servi(!e, 
whose local representatives on the Punjab fVontitn’ were informed, 
in the course of their duties, of all political events amongst the 
tribes immediately beyond the borclers of their respective ad- 
ministrative districts by agents, spies, and infornuws, who were 
cither pcrniatieiit or tem[)orary members of their subordinate 
political establ ish men t. 

This system had proved capable of meeting nearly all the 
intelligeruje requirements of the small frontier expeditions, in which 
the Punjab Frontier Force (controlled l>y tlie Taeutenant-Governor 
of the Punjal)) w^as generally employed against these tribesmen to 
the exclusion of the regular army. 

The objects of these small campaigns were almost entirely 

K )liticMl, and it was therefore considered that tliey would be served 
‘st by a civil and polilic^al intelligence department sepaiatcd to 
a large extent from the control of the military commander. No 
pre|)arcd plans of campaign were c‘onsidered iKiforehand by the 
Army Head-Quarters Staff of the day, aiid the schemes of opera- 
tions were usually framed and often modified to suit tlie political 
exigencies of the moment. 

The opening of the Second Afghan Campaign coiKsequently 
found the Government and the Commander-in-Chief in India 
practically iininforme<l regarding tlie strength, disposition, 
strategy, and tactics of the Afghans who lived bc^yond tribal 
territory, and therefore out of reach of political enjissaries. Police 
reports (see Appendix I.) had mainly to be relied on for an 
estimate of the opposition likely to be met. Nor had a particular 
study of the terrain been made beyond the scrutiny of a few road 
reports which had been compiled from information gathered chiefly 
during the former Afghan campaigns of 1838-42. 
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'^riic plan of cniTipaigii in 1878 and again in 1879 could be 
neitlicr seriously nor methodically coUvsidered by the (!^omiuander- 
iii'Chief and Governnient owing to the lack of the necessary 
machinery. 

The military means for obtaining the indispensable ground^ 
work for plans of operations were unorganised, and the com- 
manders both at Army Ilead-Quaitcrs and in the field had to 
rely chiefly on the Civil Seiwicc to supply intelligence for both 
strategical and tactical purposes. 

The inefficiency of this system was aggravated when the 
military commander was not also, as \vas sometimes the case, 
the chief political authority in the theatre of operations. 

Tliat this agency did not satisfactorily fulfil the demands 
which were made on it during the campaign may be gleaned 
from the public as well as the confl<lential records of the campaign. 


Generals Stewart and Jlobcrts both used the Political Service as 
their main agency for intelligence, whilst the former organised an 
Intelligence Branch (^om})nsing one Deputy Assistant Quarter-* 
master-Geueral (('ajrtain Gasclee), one native officer, and one 
native non-commissioned officer as the pei’mancnt staff*, who 
supplemented tlic efforts of the Political Officers attached to the 
division in Southern Afghanistan. 



APPENDIX XXXVIl 


Extracts from statements shorchifr amount of food supplies^ exclustvc 
of fodder y despatched to Northern Aff^Iimnstan during' the 
twelve months Sept ember y 1879, to .August^ 1880. 


at am] foruunlotl froju- 




Kawvl Pinrli. r(^!^ha\v;i.r. 


Atta . 

Harley . 
liiscuits 

Hcef, lioiledj roriicd 
ct<*.. (about) 
Hreadstuff . 

Coeoa . 

Dal . 


(rpaili . . , . 

Lime juice . 

Potatoes 

Preserved potatoes 
Riee . . . . 

Rum . . . . 

Soups, various (about) . 
Salt .... 
Sugar .... 
'I'ea . . . . 

'i’olwicco 

Vcgetablesj preserveil 
(about) 

Wheat 


:ir,;5,034 inauuds 

6 «,:i 27 lb. 

6^1,000 „ 

I lb 187 luauiids 
28,248 lb. 

mauiids 

18,127 maunds 
8(5,V»70 „ 

2r»,284 gallons 
14,840 maunds 
1(5,228 „ 

88,870 „ 
1.01,81)4 gallons 
4o,000 lb. 

2.800 maunds 
841,700 lb. 
281,080 „ 

71,828 „ 

8.800 „ 
185,058 maunds 


48,788 maunds 128,004 uiaumls 
114,784 „ 140,202 ,, 

4,788 lb. 77,415 lb. 

8,842 „ 10,000 ,, 

2,188 maunds 28,887 maupds 


12,251 maunds 
4,278 eases 
1,102 inainids 

2,84(‘)g^‘illons 

.8,(572 jnaiinds 
17,428 „ 

27,888 gallfms 
8,500 lb. 

750 maunds 
21,450 lb. 
88,280 „ 


2,028 lb. 
.82,885 mauiid.s 


84, .50 1 maunds 

1 1 ,870 maunds 
f)4,:i0l ,, 

15,018 gallcnis 
21,708 maunds 

0,207 „ 

55,140 

84,408 gallons 

20,000 ill. 

.5,8(58 maunds 
475,751 ]V». 
112,550 „ 


4,400 lb. 
(5,000 maunds 


In addition to the above were smaller supplies of the following 
articles Brandy, champagne, extract of beef, beer, cocoa paste, 
cocoa milk, coffee, gin, hay (compressed), lime juice (bottled), pork, 
pale ale, sherry, sago, vinegar, etc., etc. 
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Fjxpenditure inmrird in the Afghan Wcu } 


The estimate of the cost of this war was rendered on the 
26th October, 1880, by tlie Government of India to the Secretary 
of State, framed on tlie following assumptions : 

1. That all future extra expenditure for troops remaining on 
a war footing btn/ond the xchole frontier (prior to the Treaty of 
Gandamak) is part of the cost of the war, and may be expected 
to continue up to the end of the financial year 1880-81. 

2. That no expenditure xcilhm that frontier (excepting that 
upon the frontier luilways) incurred after the end of October, ’ 
1880, should be attrilmted to the war. 

3. 'riiat the normal military expenditure may l)e calculated on 
that of the yeai’ 1877-78, befoi*e the war. 

On these hypotlicses the following amounts and estimate were 
submitted, subject to the later adjustment of various balances 
which would act one against the other : 


Rs. 

Net military expenditure ])roper , 1 5,77,71. ,000 

Frontier railways . , . 5,00,oa^000 

I'olal . . 21,07,74,000 

Deduct excess revenues from 

tclegrajdis and railways . . 08,00,000 

Net cost of war .... 20^09,71,000 


£ 

-rat20«/. 18,148,000 « 

„ 4,917,000 

,, 18,065,(K10 

„ 507,000 

„ 17, 498^000 


I'hat is, 21 croros of rupees, or 17 A millions sterling. 


On the 21st March, 1881, the Secretary of State fot India 
announced in the House that the tobd estimated expenditure 
up to May 31st, 1881, was <£19,500,000 sterling, exclusive 
of ft total sum of 39-^ lakhs of rupees paid at different times to 
the Amir up to the end of July, 1881, and an additional sum of 
60,000 rupees per month for six inontlis. 

The Exchetjucr bore a shave of £?t5 ,000,000 tow^ards the total 
cost of the crtinpaigns, the Indian revenues defraying the remainder. 

* Prom Parliamentary Psmers, 1881, Nos. 05-81. 
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Index to Corp.s^ Reg}7nrnt'^^ Bnitaliom^ Batterks^ Compcmies^ 
I)epartmeriU\ etc,^ serving m Afghanistan,, 1878-79-80-81. 


Cori>s. • 


JirjtitiK 

Oavftiry. 


lHov^al 
IforKC 
Art i Ilf fry 


Ileniiiiiciit, Uattfilion, or liatt.Lii y. 


fltl) Dra.g’oon Guards (Oavalji 
iiicT.:;) 

•Sidi J lussaiM ( Kij!(^\s Koynl Irish) 


9th Lauc'ors (QiH'i'ii’s lvo\ al) 


1 


10th JIusHiirs (Priitco of | 

Walos's Own) . . . j 

lilth (Tho King’s) 

^I) lial,t.rry 
Battery 




j F Battf.-r y 
I 

T Battery 
A. Bat tf fry 
.1 ) Battery 
littery 
H Ijattery 


I li; 15: 

•r; a; fH l5::ttory 

Battery 


2 i Buttery 

-T! J 

T. liaittu-y 


l< 

^(l 


Coruinancl ing OlTictu*. 


Date, 


liif*nt.-Col. J. Fryer, c.U. 
Bieut.-Col. J. \V. Chaplin, v.c. 
Colonel H. Marshall . 
Liffnt.-(^tl, K. S. Cleland 
Lient.-Cf)]. H. A. Bushjna.n, 
0. It 


1879-80 

1879-80 


il87! 


1879-80 


Lieut. -CoJ. K. A. Woofl 
Cf.tloTK'l fiord Balph Kerr 
Cnhniel .1. K. Swindley . 
J.ieut.-Col. G. I aide, c. H. 
Major V. E, Hill . 

Lieut. -Col. Sidntfv Pari’y 
Major W. W. Murdodi . 
Major and Lieut. -Col. 

8tirling, c.\^. 

Captain ll. Bipon . 

Alajor .1. C. Binytli-Windliam 
Major \V. O. Gnu n annoy 
B(.. Ooloiifd J!). AfaeKarlan 
Captain R. G. 8. iMarshall . 
Ma,jor I r. de G. War ter 
Major F. W. Ward 
Major G. F. liJaekwood 
Captain J. K. Slade 
Major d. .V. Tillard 
Majf>rC. E. Kairno 
Major G. B. M aruhfvson 
Alajor Hon. Alex. Stewart 
Major I t, F. Fritdiard . 
Major C. Cnwth wait 0 . 


I 1878-79 
j- 1878-89 

I 1878-80 
1880 

1 1 878-80 


1879-80 

1-1878-80 

1880 


1 1880 
1879 

I 1878-80 
1 1880-81 


Atajor N. 0. Lew(;‘s. 


lcS78-7‘.) 


Royal 
Artillery 
— (Kehl 
bfitterifcs) 



C Battery 
.D Biattery 
F I4attt:ry 


^ ( C J5atterv 

« J KBattery 

Battery 


I 



C Battery 
I) Battery 
E EatWry 
G Battery 


L Battery 


Major B. H- Greig. 
Major ;E. Stavely . 
Major J. R. .1- Howar 


ISSO 

1878-79 

1880-81 


Major II. C. Alagenis . 
.Major T. M. Hasderigg . 
f Majfir Sidney Barry 
< Captain R. Purdy . 

( Major W. K. Crfuster . 
Major J. 0. Aucluiileck 
Major J. F. Free . 

Major T. C. Mi^rtelli 
Major Sir J. W. Campbf.ll, 
Bart 


.1878-80 

1878- 79 

ms-80 

1879- 80 
1879-80 
1878-79 

1878-80 


Major W. R. O. .Brough 


1879-80 
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index to Corp,i, etc., eming in Afghani^an, 1878-79-80-81 — contd. 




Royal Ar- 
tiJU'ry — 
(heavy 
garriPu>n, 
and wif gfi 
Iwittevies). 


f No. t Battery 

^ M<»iintain Battery 
iiiU'd s(TftW gmia) 


UeRiincnt, Battalion, or Batt-cry. 


f No. 1 Batt 
.c|4No.(»Moi 
X. 1 (7-pi'- j<»in 



^ f No. 11 Battery 
J N o. 12 liat.tery 
j >;o, 1"» Batten y 
§ (. No. 11 Battery 

S . (:So. 5 Bn 
’ No. 0 B:i 

VN’o. 


Native 
Artillery 
— (niouij- -{ 
tain bat- 
teries). 


1=^41 

i-io 

11 


Royal 
Kngi- < 
neers. 


Battery 

atUn-y 

10 Battery 

11 Battery 


Gatling Battery . 

I No. 1 (Kohat) .Mouti- / 
tain Battery , . | 

No. 2 (Derajat) Moini- 
tain Battery 


i 

"I 


No. IlllVshaivar) Moun- 
tain Battery 
No. 4 (Hazara.) Monn- 
tain Battery 

No. 5 (Kolmt) Garrison ( 
^ Battery . . 

^ JN«>. 1 Mountain Battery 




iNo. 


2 Miiunta in Batterv 


52 

ss 5 
yj'^z 

fcOTJ 

a q 


lla 


No. 1 Company 
No. 2 Conijiany 
No. 2 Company 
No. 4 Oonipany 
No. o Company 
No. 0 Com]jan3^ 
No. 7 Company 
No. S ComiMiijy 
No. y Coiniiany 
^No. 10 Company 

A Company 
B Company 
C Comt^any 
E Company 
I Comp.any 
\K Comjmny 






» «0 
>• '3 

919 3 


CoiTniianrling Officer. 


Major .T. Hanghtou 
Major T. Gi-aham 


Major K. S. Burnett 
Maji*r J. H. Blackley . 

Major H. H. Murray , 

Major J. R. Dyco . 

Major H. L. Gwyn 
Major 0. W. Wifeon . 
Major G. A. Crawford , 

Major C. Colling\vo(xl . 
('ai)tain 0. M. B. Hornsbv 
Major J. A. Tillard . *' 
Major 0. 11. A. Btraker 
Major N. 11. Harris 

Major A. Broadfoot 

Captain J. A. Kelso 
Captain H. N. Jervois . 

Bt. Major H. R. L. Morgan 
Major G. Swinley . 

.Major A. Broad f(.)ot 
Captain .H, K. 8myth . 

Major J. Oharle.s . 

JMajor K. J. do Latoiir . 
Captain H. B. Smytli . 
Liimt. R. A. C. King . 

Captain J. D. Snodgr.'iss 

Major R. Waee 


Lioiit. J. C. L, Gauiplxill, ii.k. 
C.ajitain H. Dove, ii.K. . 
Captain P. Haslett, Jt.K. 

Lieut. K 8. Hill, k.k. . 

Lieut. W. F, H. Stafford, K.W. 
liient. P. T. l^ustoii, B.is. 
Lieut. H. P. .Loach, li.K, 

Lieut. M. C. B.arton, ii.i5. 
Major L. F. Brown, k.b. 

Lieut. C. IL Darling, b.e. 
Lieut. W, B, Connor, B.K. 
Lieut. A. R. F. Dorward, n,as. 
Captain T. H. Winterboth»ni,| 

M.T 

Lieut. A. E. Dobson, b.«. 
Lieut. 0. C. Rawson, B.B. 


Date. 


1879-80 

1879-81 


1878-79 

1878-79 

1878-79 


1S78-80 
1880 
1878 
1880 81 

[1878-80 

1879-80 
1880 
1878 80 

1879-80 


^1878-80 
G, 878-80 

I 

1878-79 

1878- 79 
1879 . 

1879- 81 

1878-Sl 


)• 1878-80 
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liuiex to Corps, etc., senmff in Afghanistan, 1878 - 79 - 80 - 81 - contd. 


Corixi. 


Koyal 
Knginoers"j 
(contd. ' 


P Hritisli 
Infantry. 


^No. 1 Corniuny 


i^engal 

Cavalry. 


V 


Degiment, or Uattery- 


Ntx 2 Coiniiany 

No. 3 Company 
No. 4 Company 


No. 5 Company 


2'S 

c3 I 
oi e 

o 

pq X 

Lst; BjiUjilion OUi Fuf^iliors 
2n<i ,1 iiittiilion 7th KiisiliorH 

2nd B.attaliori 8tli Fcjot . 

2ncl Hfittalion l)tb V’oot . 

2nd Battalion IJth Foot, 
bt J battalion 12thi Foot . 
2nd Jifitlnlion IBh Foot. 
2iid Batt'dion lotli l''oot, 

Jst Battalion 17th Foot . 

Ist Battnlioji 181 h Foot . 

1st Battalion 2otli lfo<)t , 

olst Infantry 

noth }»'oot 

2nd B.attalion OOtli Riflovs 
()3rd Foot 

tJOtli Foot 

67tfi Foot 
70th Foot 

72nd Highlandors . 

78th Highlanders . 

8lst Foot ... 
85th Foot 

02ncl Highlanders . 

4th Battalion RiHe Brigade 

3 st Bengal Cavalry . 

3rd Bengal Cavalry. 

4th Bengal Cavalry 
1 6th Bengal Cavalry 


O'linn.-iiKliiVfl: OATiwr. 


Licut.-CoI. John Hills, c.w. . 
Lieut. G. 11. ^V^ O. Sullivan, 

11.15 

Lhiut. G. T. Jones, r. e. 

Lient. W. Coles, u.E. 

Lieut. \V. A. E, St. ( ‘lair. ii.K 
Captain W. W. B. Wbitehird 

K.K 

LientL E. 0. Spilshiiry, k.e. 
Li(mt. E. IL BetluiU, !!.!':. 

Lient. -Col. T. Lowland. 
Lieut -Col. A. G. Danbeny 
Lieut. -Col. I<\ ih^'iucliainp 
Colonel E. B. i>r(;\v. (ml 
C olonel C. hi. Gr«)gan . 
ColoiK'l E. Tanner . 

Colonel AV. Lavint, o.U. . 
Major A. lb Morg.an 
Otdonel W. T. Corrie 
Colonel Cr. h'. Walker . 
Colonel 1). S. Warren, (\n. 
Lieut. -Col. K. L. Thudiwuod 
(^ilonfil A. H. OolJ^e 
Lieiit.J’ol. AV. I). ‘l'oin])son 
Colonel M. J. R. Mnctiregor 
Colonel J. A. ItuddfOl . 
Lieut. -OoJ, N. C. Karnsay 
Major h'. S. Ferry . 

Colonel iS. A. Madrbju, c.b. 
Colonel C. B. Acton, ('.n. 
Colonel K. 

Lieut. -Col, J. Lawson . 
I/ieut. -Col. J. J, Cfdlitis 
Lieut. -Ccd. 0. Aslibiirnbarn, 

e.B 

liunit. -Ckil. AA''. G. Byron 
Lumt. Col. W. L. Aucliin 
leek .... 
Liout.-Col. J. (ialhraith 
M.ajor C. V, Oliver 
Coh)iiel»S. G. C. iloggo 
Colonel C. B. Knowles . 
Colonel H. do R. Pigott 
Lieut. -Col. F. JJrownlow 
Lieut. -Col. C. M. StCM-.kwell, 

c.B 

Colonel A. E. AVarnm . 
Colonel Bi. B. Chichf}.ster, c.b. 
Lient. -Col. E. M. Beadon 
Colonel G. H. Parker, r.B. 
Colonel H. K. Ij. NewdigatOi 
c. B 

Major A. R. Chapman . 
Colonel R.. Jenkins 
Liout.-Ool. A. K. D. Mao- 

ken zio 

Lieut.-Col.M. M. rreiidergast 
Major H. A, Shakespear 


Pntc. 


1878-80 
I lo<S0-8J 

1 1878-80 

[ 187 S -80 

1880-81 

1870-80 

1880 

1880 

1 1878-70 
1880-81 

J 1878-80 


1878-80 


[1878-80 

) 

1 1878-80 


1880-81 
j. 1880 

1870 

1878-70 

1 1878-80 

1880-81 

3878-79 

1870-81 

187U-80 

1878-70 


[ 1878-80 

1870-80 

1880 

1880-81 
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APPENDIX XXXIX— cmiiW ‘ 

Index to Coi'ps, etc., mrving in Afghunistan, 1878-79-80-81 — contd. 


Corj^s. 


(\ 


BongJil 
Cavalry ^ 
{crntd.) 




lUcj;uncnt, Ratt'ilion, or Battery. 


Commancling Officer. 


Date. 


8tb I5(jngiil Cavalry 
loth Bfiigjil Lanoers 
lltli IjiMigal Lancers 
12th Thnigal Cavalry 

tilth Bengal Liiij(‘ers 

14th Bengal Lancers 
Ihili Bengal Cavalry 
17th Bengal Cavnlry 

18th Bengal Cavalry 
19th Bengjtl LinctTH 


(I 

j 

I 

I 

\ 

I 

f 

I 

I 

\ 

f 

i 

S 

i 

{ 


Cnlonifl B. W. Kyall . , 

Tiieiit.-Col. H. Chapman 
Jjieut.*CoJ. O. Barnes . 
Major A. Knglaiul . 

Lieut. 'Col. R. E. Boyle . 
Lieut. -Col. A. H. Prinsep . 
jjieut.-Col. H. A. McNair . 
Lieut. -Col. »l. if. Grecrn . 
Liont.-Ool. U, C. Low, c.ri. . 
Major W. il. Mataiagliten . 
Lieiit.-Col. C. R. Pennington 
Lieut.-Col. R. C. W. Mitforcl 
Colonel T. G. Ross. o.n. 
Colonel G. A. I'reiulergast . 
Lieut. 'Col. T. J. Watson 
Major K. G. Newnhaui . 
Major T. R. Daviclsori . 
Alajor 11. 0. Marsh 
Colonel \V. Fane, o.n. , 
Colonel l^ S. Yorke 
laeut.-Col. A. G. Owen 


} 1878-80 
}l878.80 
}l878-7» 
} 1878-80 

j 1878-80 

1 1879-80 
1879 
|l879-80 

} 1879-81 
1 1878-8* 


Jat Bengal Infantry 


Bengal J 
Infantry, j 


2nd Bengal J^ight fufanti'y . 
Oth Bengal In ght Infantry . 

(jtli Bengal Light Infantry . | 
8th Bengal Infantry . .i 


9th Bengal Infantry 

11th Bengal Infantry 

12th (Kji.lat-i-GhiIzal) Regiino 

I3t]» Bengal Infantry . 

14th (I'o.ro/.eporc) Sikhs. 

15th (I^ooflianah) Sikhs . 

Itlth (.Lueknow) Regiment 


loth Punjab Infantry • 

2()th rivijjal) Infantry . 
2 1st Punjab Infantry 


22nd Punjab fnfjintvy . 
23rd Punjab Pioneers . 


24th Punjab Infantry , 
2.5th Punjab Infantry . 
2(ith Punjab Infantry , 
27th Punj-ab Infantry . 

! 28th Punjab Infantry . 
29th Punjo-b Infantry 
30th Punjab Infantry . 


.31st Punjab Infantry 
32nd Punjab Pioneers 


{ 


Incut.-Col, L, II. P. do Ho- 
ehej >](?♦! Ijarjient . 

Colonel T. N. .Bakr-r . 
Colonel i*]. V^enoiir 
Ci/loiiel G. H. Thompson 
Major W. Atkin.s . 

Oolonol O. A. Williams . 
Tiient. -(.lol. R. Smith 
Lieut. -Col. 11. Oe Bn'tt 
CohmelT. K. Webster . 
Colontd P. If. F. Harris. 
Colonel \V. Alacdrmakl . 
Colonel .T. T. Watson . 
Colonel W. Playfair 
Colonel L. II. Williams 
Lieut. -Col. G. R. Hennessy . 
Colonel R. S. Mostdey , 
Cohmel M. -l-h Clay . 

J neut. -Col. A. Cropland , 
Colonel R.. G. RogfT.s, c.n. . 
Lieut. Col. H. \V. Gordon . 
Lieut.-Col. P. W. Collis 
Colonel J. J . O’Bryen . 
Cailonel B. T. Stafford . 
Colonel A, A. Currie, o.u. . 
Lieut.-Col. 11. Collett, c.b. . 
Colonel F. Ih Norman, e. 11 . . 
Colonel J. W. Hoggan, c.R. . 
Colonel M,. G. Smith . . 

Lieut. -Ool. C. J. Hughes 
Colonel J, Hudson, c.k. . 
Colonel J. J. H . Gordon, c.B. 
Colonel T. W. R. Boisragoii, 
C.B, . .... 

Lieut.-Col. F. Tweddell. 
Lieut. -Col. H. Fellowea . 
Lieut. -Col. A. G. AV. Crooks 
abank . » * , . 


.1880 

1879 

1880 

} 1878-79 
1 1879-80 


3880 

1879-89 

1878- 79 

} 1879-81 

1878 

1878-80 

1879- 81 

} 1878-80 


} 1878-79 
1878-80 
}l879-80 


} 1878-80 


1878-80 

1878-80 

1878-79 

1878-81 

1878-80 

1878-80 


1879-80 

1879-80 

1 1878:80 
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Index to Corps, etc,, serving in Afghunistan, 1878-79-80-81 — contd. 


Corpa. 

Uegiiu cut, Ba ttii I uin , or Ba Ltcry . 

Couiinuiiiling unitx'r. 

Date. 

Bengal 

39tli Bengal infantry . . | 

Colonel G. W . Fraser . 

Maj<»r F. Gullie . 

1 1878-79 

Infantry 

41st Bengal Infantry 

Coloiu'l 11. S. (diliitrd . 

1880-81 

{emiid. 1 

45 til Kattray’s Sikiis 

Jjjout.-Col. F. M. Armstrong, 

1878-80 


C. T! 


1st Gurkha Light Infantry . -j 

Colonel .1, S. Riiivlins . . 

Colonel K. Sale-Hills, o.lv . 

] 1878-80 


2n(l (iiirkha Hi.'giiuent . - { 

Colonel L). MiWiiiitryre, V.C. 
Ineiit.-C«)l. A. Battyo, c.n. 

} 1878-80 

Gurkha 

3r<l Gurkhas (Jviuna.oii Batta- ( 

CohmelA. f^iterson 

j 1878-80 

Jlegi- 1 

merits. 

bon) . . . . - 1 

Coloiit'l il. H. Lyster, V.C. 
Lieut. -Col. .1. P. Turtou 

) 

4th Gurkhas , . . .-f 

Ineut.-Ool. F. F, R.^)\^ croft, 

V1S78-S0 


1 

fitli (l;ta>!ara)(}urkliiis(l‘. 

44th Biuigal Native Inft y. 
Lieut. -Col. A. J*' it/, Hugh, 

i 

) 


v.B 

A 1878-80 


Lieut. -Col. J. At. Sym 

) 


1st Ihinjab Cavalry 

Lieut. -Col. C. S. Maelt.an, 



0. u 

1878-80 


( 

Colonel '^r. 0. Kennedy, 

A 

Punjab 
Cavalry < 

2nd Punjab Cavalry . .< 

c. Ji. , Commandant, Pun jal> I 
Frontier ir ore(‘ . . . 

i 1878-80 

(IMj’.F.) 

( 

I.<ieut.-0ol. F. Jjanee . 

j 

3rd Punjab Cavalry 

I scut, -Col. .A. A^ivian . 
Ine>it.-Col. R. William 

1880 

\ 



5th Punjab Citvalry . . | 

Ideut.-Col. .F. Hammond . 

/ 

Corns of ( 
’ Guides ^ 

Guide's Cavalry 1 Col. P. H. j 
. Guide.s Infantry i .)eiikins,(j.ii. t 

Lieut. -Col. G. Stewart 

Lieut. -Col. R. B.P.P. Camp- 

1 1878-80 


bell 

J 

Sikh ( 

1st Sikh Infantry , . . •{ 

Lieut. -Col. A. G. Rosa 

Lieut. -Col. H. C. P. Rice . 

} 1878-79 

Kegi" J 

2ikI Sikh Infantry . 

Lieut. -Col, J. t)'. Bo.swell, 


merits \ 

C.E 

1878-80 

(P.F-P.) j 

3rd Sikh Infantry . 

Jneut.-Col. G. Noel-Moriey, 


o.n. 

1870-80 


- Tst Punjab Infantry 

Tiieut.-Col. F. J. Keen, e.it. 

1878-79 

Punjab 
Infantry ■ 
(P.F.F.) 

2nd Punjab Infantry 

Lieut. -Col. .H. Tyndall, (Mi, 

1878-79 

4th Punjab 1 nf aiitry 

f 

Col. H. P. Close . 

Lieut.-Col. J. W. MeQiieen, 

1879 

5th Punjab Infantry . . < 

c.n 

1878-80 


^ 1 

Lieut. -Col. H. M. Pratt 

i 

Oeiitral i 
India J 
Horse. 1 

’ 1st Regiment (wing) . . \ 

2nd Regiment (wing) . . / 

Lieut. -Col. C. Martin, (.Ml. . 

1880 

Native j 

Bhopal Battalion . 
Mhairwarm Battalion . 

Colonel H. Forbes 

1878-79 

Con tin- “j 

Lieut.-Col. F. W. Boileau . 

1878-79 

gents. 1 

peoli Battalion 



Madras i 
Cavalry. J 

lat Regiment Madras Cavalry 

Lieut.-Col. E. M. Cherry . 

1880-81 
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hidecc to CoTps^ etc.^ sei'imig in Afghanistan^ 1878-79-80-81 — contd. 


Corps. 


MiatiraH 

Iiifaiitry. 


JBoriibay 

Cavalry. 


A 


Bombay J 
Infantry. ] 


#■ 


Contin*- 
gents of 
Sikh 
Feuda^ 
tory 
States. 




lleglniont, IJnttalion, or Battery. 


1st Madras Infantry 

4th Mu<lras Infantry 
15th Madras Infantry . 
libst Madras Infantry . 
30th Madra.s Infantry . 

2iid BoinVjay Cavalry 

3rd Boiiibay J^ight Cavalry 
Poona Horse . 

2nd lh;giinent Sind Horse 
3rd llegirrient Sind Morse 


Comniaodiiig Officer. 


Colonel F. Dawson 
Lieut. -Col. G. Tyndall . 
Ineut.-Col. G. C, HfKlding . 
Colonel G. Hearn . 

Major T. JL Middleton 
Colonel T. C. Georges . 

Lietit.-Col. A. W. Mac- 
naughten . . . . 

Major A. P. Currie 
Colonel O. D’U. La Touche . 
MajtnM. M. Car]iendale 
C:i.ptain C. A. (to N. Lucas . 
Colonel .i. H. P. M.alcolrn>. 
son, C'.H 


1st Grenadiers 
4th Infantry Rifles. 

5th Liglit Infantry . . | 

8th Infantry . 

9th Infantry . . . . | 

10th Light Infantry . . | 

16th Infantry . . . . | 

loth Infantry . . . • 

23rd Light Infantry 

24th Infantry . , . . | 

27th (1st Baluch) Infantry . | 
28th Infantry . . . . | 

20th (2nd Baluch) Infantry . | 
30th (Jacob’s Rifles) Infantry 


Colonel H. H. Anderson 
Colonel W. Banuernian . 
Colonel I’. Roonie . 

Coloiud R. C. Hunt . 
CuU)ind 8. Fellows , 

Major V. Birch 
Lieut. -Col. L. H. Sibthorpe . 
Colonel H. II, James . 
Lieut. -Col. A. Durand . 
Colonel ’.r. W. W. Pierce . 
Lieut. -Col. F. B. Iredell 
Colonel W, Ci*ea.gh 
Colonel 0. T. Heathcote, 

t?.B. ... 

Colonel J. J larpur . 

Colonel J. H. Hendei’son 
Lieut. -Col. R. M. Cham hoi's. 
Major Hogg , . . . 

Colonel T. Bell . , . 

Colonel J. R. Niniino . 
Lieut. -Col. W. H. Newport . 
Lieut. -Col. G. Nicholetts 
Colonel O. V. Tanner, c.B. . 
Colonel W. G. Main waring, 
c.i.K 


Patialu { 

(' Infantry (wing). 
Bahawalpur 4 Cavalry (squad- 
b ron). 

XI >1 f Infantry (battalion), 

^ 1 Cavalry (2 squadrons). 

i Infantry (battalion), 
xsabha | Cavalry (2 stiuadrons). 

f Infantry (wiri^). 
Os ' ' 

i panics). 
ICavahy (troop), 
r Infantry (2 coin- 
iFaridkot < panics). 

(.Cavalry (troop). 
Nahan Infantry (2 oompanies). 


Kapurthala -4 Cavalry (sqin 
' I ron). 

Infantry (2 com- 

MalerKotla ' 



Date. 


1 1879-80 
1879-80 

1879- 80 

1879 
1878-80 

1880 
1880 

1880- 81 

) 1878-81 

1878-80 

1878-80 

1880 

}l880 
1880 , 
}l880 

}1880 
} 1880-81 

■1878-81 

. 1880-81 
} 1880-81 

}l878-8» 
} 1880-81 
j 1878-81 

1878-80 



APPENDIX XI 


Alphabetical Index io nanm of Officem ivhx) lost their lives in tiw 
Second Afghan War, 


Rank. 

^ ame ur.A Corpn. 

Major 

A. I). Anderson, Staff Corps, 
23rd t^engal Pionetua. 

Lieutenant 

P. E. Anderson, Staff Corps, 
25th Punjab Infantry. 

Lieutenant 

F. C. C. Angelo, Slat Punjab 


Infantry. 

Su»-g.' Major 

G. .\tkinaon, M.B., Army Modi- 
eal Department. 

Lieutenant ; 

i 

i 

F. M. Barolay, Statf C<»r))s, 
45tli Bengal Native Infantry. 

ADaptaiii 

W. B. Barker, 10th Hussars 

2nd Lieut. 

H. J- 0. Barr, fJCth Foot . 

Major 

Wigram Battye, Crjrps of 
Guides. 

Major 

H. G. Beoher, lltli Bengal 
Infantry . 

Captain . 

John Becke, 21st Bombay In- 
fantry (MariiK! Battalion). 

Major 

H. H. Birch, 27tli Punjab In- 
fantry. 

liieuteuant 

W. Ji. Bishop, 2-llth Poot . 

Major ^ 

G. F. Blackwotni, Koval Horse 


Artillery. 

Surg.-Maj. 

K. H. Bolton, Army Medical 

Brig. -Gen. 

Department. 

H. F. Brooke, Commajuling2ud 
Infantry Brigade. 

Lieut. >Col. 

F. Brownlow, o.B,, 72nd Higli- 
knders. 

Lieutenant 

A. Burlton-Bennet, 10th Bengal 
Lancers. 

Captain . 

3. G. Butaon, 9th Lancers 

Lieutenant 

,T. F. M. CarapM, 29th Bomlniy 
Infantry (2iid Baliich). 

Captain . 

C. A. Carthew, 16th Bengal Cav- 
i airy, Deputy Assistant Quarter- 
master-General, 

Major 

Sir P. Louis N. Cavagnari, 
K.C.B. 

Captain . 

D. T. Chisholm, 59th Foot 

Lieutenant 

11. T. Chute, 66th Foot . 

W. H. J. Clarke, 72nd High- 

Bt. Lieut. - 

Col; 

landers. 

Lieut.*Col. 

B. S. Cleland, f)th Lancers 


C;iUBO of dt’.ith and 

IMro. 

Killed in action at Paiwar 

2-12-78 

Kotal. 

Phthisis from t'xposure on 

6-8-79 

the march to .Ka!at-i- 
Ghib'.ai, at Kandahar. 
Killed in action at the de- 

2r>-:k80 

fence of Fort B.attye. 

Plcun >-pnr' umoi lia during 

20-4-80 

march of Gli.izni Field 
Force, at ilafa/ai. 

Effects of gnn-shot woniid 

31-3-79 

during attack of Shin- 
waris on 17 th Mnresh, 1879, 
at Landi Kotal. 

Effects of sunstroke, at 

11-11-79 

Dakka (.Ihdum). 

Killetl in aedion at Mai wand 

27-7-80 

Killml in action at Fateha- 

2-4-79 

biul. 

Invalided from Ali KlicI (in 

26-10-80 

England). 

Chuh;ra, at Jh(‘lum 

27-10-79 

Killed in action at the ikssault 

21-11-78 

of Ali Masjid. 

Dysentery, at Kandahar . 

23-11-80 

Killed in action at .Mai wand 

27-7-80 

Rupttire of abscess in liver, 

27-2-80 

at Kandaliar. 

Killed in action at tiie n^- 

16-8-80 

treat from sortie at Deh 
Khoja, at Kandahar. 

Killed in action at Gandigan, 

1-9-80 

near Kaud.ahar. 

Invalided from Afghanistan 

23-10-79 

(in England). 

Killed in action at 3i.ah Sang, 

13-12-79 

near Kabul. 

Cholera, at Chaman , 

19-8-79 

Fever, at Landi Kotal 

12-10-80 

Killed in action at the 

1 

3-9-79 

mam&acre at the Residency 
at Kahal. 

Typhoid fever, at Kandahar 
Killed in action at Maiwand 

30-7-79 

27-7-80 

Pneumonia, and invalided 

7-4-80 

from Kabul (at Allahalmd). 
Mortally wounded in action 
at Kab Ka7.i (at Murree). 

15-6-80 
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Lieutenant 

Lieut. -Ool, 

Major 

Lieut. -Col. 

Captain 

Captain 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Lieut. -Col. 
lieutenant 
Lieutenant 

Captain 

Lieut. -Col. 

Lioutenant 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

C.aptain 

Xjleuteiiant 

Lieut. -Col. 
Captain 
Captain 
Captain 

IVIajor 

Chaplain . 

Surgeon 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Captain 

Sub-Lieut. 
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APPENDIX ^Ir-contmmd 

to iminen of Officers who lost their lives in the Second 
Afghan War — contd. 


IS'anio and Cories. 


of death and })]aco. 


Duncan Cole, ilOtli Bombay In- 
fantry (Jacoh’.s Kiflc?»). 

J. J. C^oiJins, 2-(>dth Rifles. 

John Cook, v.c-., oth Gurkhan 
(Hazara Battalion ). 

G. B. Cri.spin, 4th ijouilKiy Kifli.'s’i 

E. W. II. Crofton, 4-(>0tli Rifle.s ; 

G. M. (.Jruickahaiik, Royal En- 

ginefira. 

F. J. Cullcui, GOtli Foot 

R. K. L, Datues, Royal Artil- 
lory. 

A. G. Daubeny, 2-7 tli FusiUeve 
O. G. Dawes, 1st Bengal Cav-Bry 
A. Fi. Dobson, Royal Engineers 

J. Duntlas, v.o., Royal En- 
gineers. 

H, Followes, 32n(l Punjab 
Pioneers. 


Killed in action by a round 
shot at Mai wand. 

l.)fs(?ntery, at Nari Bank, 
Sibi. 

Wounds niceived in action 
on T2th December, at Kabul 

Invalided home (in the Red 
Sea). 

Cholera, at Landi Kotal 

Killed in action at the sortie 
of Deh Klioja.at Kaudahar. 

Killed in atjtiou at Mai- 
wand. 

Tvphoid fever, at I...'indi 
fe^otaJ. 

Snuill-pox, at Kandahai- 

Cholera, at Kohat 

Malarious fever, at Safed 
Sang. 

Killed by y)reinature explo- 
sion of mine near Siuu-jmr. 

Dysentery during march of 
the Tfial-GhotiaJi Field 


T. 0. FitzGerald, 27th Punjal) 
Infantry. 

St. tf. W. Forbes, 02nd High- 
laudei’H. 

0. E. S. Forbes, 14tli B.L. 

St. J. T. Frome, 72nd Higli- 
landers. 

0. 11. Gui.sford, 72nd Higli- 
landers, 

James Galbraith, GOth Foot 

J. H. Gambks M7th Foot 

E. S. Garratt, GGth Foot . 

F, T. Goad, 6th Hyderabad 
Contingent. 


.!.> Godson, 4th Madra.s Infantry 


Rev. G. M. Gordon, Church 
Missionary vSociety. 

H. A. C. Gray, M.n., o.m., Bengal 
Medical I)<^imrtment. 

W. R. P. Hamilton, V.C., Corps 
of Guides. 

Edward Hardy, Royal Horw? 
Artillery. 

G. J. Hare, 22nd Punjab In- 
fantry. 

l<\ H. Harfortl, 10th Hussai's . 


Force at Kala Chapri. 

Killed in action at the 
assault of Ali Masjid. 

Killed in action whilst 
storming the Takht-i-Shah, 
near .Shorpur. 

KillcHl in action at Kala 
Kazi, ne.ar Kabul. 

Killed in action near Kan- 
dahar, 

Killed in action at the Asmai 
he i gilts, near Sher].>ur. 

Killed in action at Mai wand 

Dysentery, at Land! ly^tal 

Killed in action at Maiw^and 

Mortally wounded on 13tli 
Docenilwr at the Mangior 
l^isa, KiiiTam Valley, at 
Kurrain Fort. 

Subswnient to evacuation of 
the toiyU^r Line, at Ban- 
galore. 

Killed in action at the .sortie 
of Deh Khoja, at Kandahar. 

Oholora, at Peshawar . 

Killed ill action at the de- i 
fence of the Residency at 
Kabul. 

Killed in action at Kala 
Kazi, near Kabul. 

Pneumonia, at Safed Sang . 

Drowned in Kabul River, at 
Jalalabad. 


Date. 

27-7-80 

8-10-80 

19-12-79 

24- 10-80 

18-10-79 

lG-8.80 

27-7-80 

13- 5-79 

21-11-80 

7-0-79 

20-7-80 

23-12-79* 

9-4-79 

21-11-78 

13.12-70 

11-12-71) 

1-9-8# 

14- 12-79 

27-7-80 

14-7-79 

27-7-80 

14-12-78 

25- 12-80 

lG-8-80 

4-7-79 

3-9-79 

1M2.79 

3-1-80 

31-3-79 
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APPENDIX yil.~contiwwd 


Index to names of Officers who lost their lives in the Second 
Afghan War — contd. 


UiUlk. 

Niuj.e nud Corps. ! 

i 

Cun, VC <;f dciitli rirul pliice. j 

Date. 

LioutDnant 

C. J . Tl. Ileavfjoy, Dtli IjancerM . i 

i 

Killed in action at Kala 
Kazi, near Kabul. 

11-12-79 

Captain 

P. C. Ileaili, Jjrigailo-M.'ijor, Isl ! 
-Brigade, KandaharFielil l^’oroe. i 

Kilh;il in action at Mai wand 

27-7-80 

Lieutenant 

T. kieo-lleiiii, Koval Liigiiu-ers | 
W. F. Henuoll, lat IMinjal) 
Cavalry. 

Killed inactitmat Maiwand 

27-7-«0 

lieutenant 

f’hukTa, at Kandahar. 

21-7-79 

Lieutenant 

C.^ \V. U ind(', lat Jkunhiby Gietia- 

Killed in action at M.aiwand 

27-7-80 

Lieutenant 

A. Honey wood, OOtli Foot 

Killed ill iietion at Maiwand 

27-7-SO 

rolitieal 

Officer 

W. JenkyiiH, c.i.e., Civil 

S<‘rvioe. 

Killed in action at tlie dc- 
fe.iict? of the .Residency at 
.Kabul. 

3.D-71* 

Lieutt^naiit 

W. N. .Ju.stiee, 30 th Bom hay 
Infantry (.lacolAs Killed). 

Killed in .action at M:ii wand 

27-7-SO 

Sui'geon 

A. 0. Keith, M D., Ariuy Medi- 
cal l.)f))a vtru.cn t. 

Pneiimoiria, atSherjinr 

13-1-80 

Surgeon 

A. H. Kelly, Bcng;d iMetli<*al 
.Ocpai tiiieiil. 

Killed in action at tin* <h fenei‘ 
of the Hcsiilency at K^abnl. 

3-l)-70 

Snrg. • Major 

H. Kelwall, Army Aledical De- 
partment. 

Pleurisy, at Dakka 

G-(i-79 

Captain 

J. A. KcIho, Royal Artillery 

Killeil in action at Paiwar 
Kotal. 

2-12-7S 

Lieutenant 

F. G Kinlocli, oth Beng,al 
Cavalry. 

Killed by an ambush of 
OraUzaisin Kurram Valley, 
near 'J’lial. 

29-0-79 

lieutfriant 

S. E. Ij. Lendrum, lioyal Artil- 

Typhoid fever, at Kohkarau 

30-4-79 

Licuti^nant 

LfBj, l-aitU Fo-ik . 

lOiitfa-io fever, at Pczw’an . 

31-3-80 

Lieutenant 

G. 11. lA-uniadon, hth Jirmgal 
Cavalry. 

; ..Wwiss mated hy M.anguis in 
camf), at Kurram. 

Murdcml when prisoner in 
Ayul)’.s eainj) at Mjizia, 
near Kandahar. 

lU-2-S() 

.Lieutenant 

Hector M.tolalne, Royal Iforsc 
Artillery. 

1-9-80 

Captain 

W, l-l. McMath, Goth Fo(}t 

Killed ill .action at Mai- 
wand. 

27-7-80 

Lieutenant 

E. S. Marsh, 2-7tli Fu-silicis 

Killed in motion at tlm sortie 
of Dell Klioja, near Kan- 
dahar. 

16-8-80 

Lieutenant 

C. A. M(jiitanaro, Royal Artil- 
lery. 

Killed in action at Slier pur. 

19-12-79 

Captain 

C. S. MorLson, 14th Bengrd 
Lan CGI’S. 

Inv.alitiedhome (in England) 

ISSO 

Lieutenant 

A, R. Murray, 13th Bengal 
Lancers. 

Cholera, at Tret, I’unjab . 

18-7-79 

Lieut. -Col. 

W. 11. Newport, 2Sth Bombay 
Infantry. 

Killed in action at the .sortie 
of Heh Khoja, at Kiindahar 

16-8-80 

Lieut. -Col. 

G. Nicholctts, 20tli Bornlvay 
Infantry (2nd Baluch). 

Cholera, at Kohkaran . 

18-7-79 

Lieutenant 

C. Nugent, Royal Engineers 

Premature explo.sion of a 
mine in.^ar Sherpyi'. 

23-12-79 

Colonel 

J. J. O’Bryen, 22nd Punjab 
Native Infantry 

P-iffeets of e.xpo.surc at Safed 
Sang. 

21-1-80 

Major 

C, V, Oliver, 60th Foot 

Small-pox, at Kandahar 

10-10-80 

Lieviienant > 

W, li. Olivey, 66th Foot . 

Killed in action at Mai- 
wand. 

27-7-80 

Lieutenant 

E, G. Osborne, Royal Horse 
Artillery. 

Killed in action at Mai- 
wand. 

46 

27-7-80 
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APPENDIX ^r-eontmtied 


Index to names of Ojfieers xoho hsi their Kve^ in the Second 
Afghan H'ar — contd. 


Rank, 

Naii:o ainl CorpH. 

Ca«>ic of death and place. 

Bata, 

LiiMiteimiit 

Lord Ossniston, 4tlj Battalion 
Rifle Brigade. 

— 

— 

I/ioutoutint 

W. C. Owen, 3r«i Bombay 
Cavalry. 

Killed in action at Mai- 
wand. 

27-7-80 

LieutftuaDt 

K. Baliner, Bengal Conimiasatiat 
Department. 

Mortally wouncUd in Ilisurak 
Exporlitioii, at Pezwan. 

14-4-80 

Ca|>t{i.iii 

K \V. Perry, 40th Foot . 

Cholera, at (Jiu'tta 

B)-G-70 

l.>oj)y. SiiPK.- 
(Soii. 

.1. H. i\nter, Army Medical 
Dcpai’fcment. 

Pneumonia, at Slierpur 

0-1-80 


Br<jvvnlow Poulter, Royal Kn- 
gineerH. 

Enteric finer, at Peshawar 

22-6-79 

Captain 

C. I?\ Powell, bth Gurkhas 

Mortally wounded in action 
in Sapri defile on 13th Ue- 
cemUn', at Kurram Fort. 

18-12-78 

Major 

L. A. l\)wyB, noth FtK>t . 

1 Cholera, at Kandahar . 

6-8-79 

(JapUin 

J. ,1. PresUm, 4th Battalion Rifle 
' Brigade. 

Fever, at Safed Sang . 

1-5-79 

IJeutfiiiant 

M. Pk Raynor, flflth Poot . 

Kilhd inaction at M’aiuand 

27-7-80 

(.■aplain 

R. B. Ref d, 1-I2th Foot . 

Cholera, at Landi Kotal 

19-6-79 

JJeutPTiaiit 

T. d, O’D. Renny, 4tli Punjab 
Infantry. 

Mortally wounded in attack 
on Zawa, at Chinavak. 

15-12-79 

Major 

W. Reynolda, ,‘5rd Sind Hoi'S!; , 

Killed in action at Knsldc-i- 
Nakhud. 

26-2-79 

Lieutenant 

W. P. Ricartio, Otli lianoiTs 

Killed in action at Kala i 
Kazi near Kabul 

11-12-79 

Lion tenant 

d. 4'. liiee, Jb>val KngiiuH'rs 

Typhoid fever, at Kohat . 
Cholera, at Landi Kotal 

23-12-79 

Lieutenant 

8. W, T. Roberta, 27tli Punjab 
Infantry. 

16-6-79 

Captain 

W. Ro])erl;s, 00th Foot 

Killed in action at Maiwand 

27-7-80 

Lieutenant 

11. R. R,o.ss, Royal Artillery 

Dysentery, in Peshin . 

32-1-79 

Caplain 

A. P. SarnuelLs, 32iul Punjab 
I'ioneera. 

Invalided, at Rawalpindi 

0-7-80 

Captain 

K. W. SainueUs, Bengal Staff 
Corps. 

Typhoid fever, at Peshawar 

20-12-78 

Captain 

T. aB. Sargent, 7Sth Jligh- 
l;indera. 

Typhoid fever, at Kandahar 

21-1-81 

Captain 

K 1). Shaflo, Royal Artillery . 

Killed by explosion of maga- 
zine at Bala Hissar. 

16-10-79 

Jneut.-Col. 

X. M. Shewell, Deputy Coinmi-s- 
fiary-tb.neral. 

Mortally wounded in Dell 
Khoja sortie, at Kandahar- 

2-9-80 

Captain 

TI. F, Sliowt-r-s, 1st .Punjal> In- 
fantry. 

Murdered by Kakar Pa- 
thaiis at Ohapri, near 
Quetta. 

14-S-80 

Captain 

11. F. Smith, 30th Bombay In- 
fantry (dacfd)’s Rifles). 

Killed in action at Maiwand 

27-7-80 

Majt>r 

1j. Sinitti, 3r(l Gurkhas 

Dysentery, at Kalat-i-Ghilzai 

25-1-79 

Surgeon 

\V. B. Smyth, a.b., m.b., c.s.i. 

Killed by Watazai robliei’s 
at Chapri. 

25-C-79 

Captain , j 

N. d. SiHUis, 72nd Highlanders 

Killed in action whilst storm- 
ing the Asinai heights, 
near Kabul. 

14-12-79 

Lieutenant 

11, H. S. Spoor, l-25th Foot 

Enteric fever, at P<>zwan . 

1-6-80 

Lieutenant 

F. 0. Stayner, 10th Bombay In- 
fantry. 

KilUxl in action at the sortie 
of Deh Khoja, at Kandahar. 

16-8-80 

Tjieut-Ool. 

R. G, T. Stevenson, Poona Horse 

Pleuro-pneumoniaat Quetta 

24-4-80 

Captain 

■ 

j E. Straton, 2-22nd Fwt 

Killed in action at Mi^zra, 

near K.andaliar. 

1-9-80 
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Index to names of Officers rcho lost tfunr lives hi the Second 
Afghan War — contd. 


Riink. 

Captain 

Lieutenant 

Major 

Brig.-Ck>n. 

Major 

Lieutt'niuit 
8urg. 'Major 
Surgeon 

cijioutoiiant 

SurgtM'ii 

Major 

Oaiitain 

Lieutenant 

liieiite.nant 

Lieutenant 

Captain 

Lieutenant | 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Surg. -Major 

Lieutenant j 


Ntuiio ami Corjw. 


S. A. Swiuley, 11th Bengal 
Lancora. 

B. S. Thurlow, hist FiMit . 

li. J. T-iC? Poiir Trencli, lUtli Bom- 
bay Infantry. 

J. A. Tytler, c.u., \.a, Coni- 
maiiding Zaijimeht Kxpedi- 
tioii. 

T. B. Vandelour, 7th Fusiliers. 


10. P. Ventris, Sul Bulfe . 

Wallace, m.a., m.I)., m.r.c.s. 
S. B. Walsli, si.i)., Bengal 
Me<li(.'al Oeparlnietifc. 

10. If. WatKun, Foot 

(1, Watson, M.B., Bengal Medical 
Departnient. 

S. d. Waiulby, lt)th Bombay 
Infantry. 

A. A. \V(.‘.iglia.ll, Army Pay 
Department, 2-litb Fof>t. 

C. G. WhitLy, SOth Bomb.ay 
Infantry (.lae.olv.s IiifU?.s). 

F. Whittu<;k, 1st Boniliay Grcn- 

H. y. Willia, Jloyal Artillery . 
F. H. Wiiitorboiliani, Ma<lras 

S.‘ip}>er.s. 

N. C. Wiseman, l-17tli Fvmt 

F. P. Wood, 7th Fu.silier.s. 

I. D. Wright, Royal Artillery , 

J. 11. Wright, LM.R.c’.s., Army 
IMorlical I)epartiuent. 

G. M. Yaldwyn, 2-Gth Foot . j 



! 

I 


Caurto of Jc:ith and place. 


Date. 


Typhoid fever, at Safed 
Sang. 

Shot by ambush of Afghans 
near •lagdalak. 

Killed in aetioti at the sortie I 
t)f Doh Khoja, near Kan- 
dahar. 

PiK'Uinonia, at Thai 


24 -r>- 7 d 


10-8-80 


11-2-80 


Mortally wounded on 10th 
at the sortie of Deli Khoja, 
at Kandahar. 

F ever, at Ba.gli 
Cholera, at Laiidi Kota! 
(!'holera, at Kandahar . , i 

Malarious fevtr, :»( Miirree . 
F.nterie fever, at I’aiwar 
Kotal. 

I Killed ill fnjtion at tln^ de- 
j fence of post at Dabrai. 

Flfects of exjioHiire ami 
j fatigue, at .Kainlaliar. 

1 Killed in action at Mai wand 


2re8-80 


11-1-79 

Bi-7-79 

21-7-79 

4-7-79 

2r>-7-S9 


10-1-80 

22-12-80 


27-7-80 


Dysentery, at Kandahar 


5-9-80 


Assa-ssi nated at Kamlahar . 15-1-79 
Pneumonia, at lA'shawar . 14-2-79 


1 Killed in action at Fatidia- 

! Iml. 

j Killed in action at the sortii^ 
of Dell Khoja, ;i,t Kandahar. 
KilUtd in action near Jag- j 
dalak. I 

lle.at apo[>lexy, at Attock . i 


2-4-79 

10-8-80 

29-12-79 

21-0-79 


Cliolera, at Peshawar . . ( 12-0-79 


Abstract. 


Subalterns 57 

Captains 25 

Field Officers 27 

Brigadier-Generals 2 

Medical Officers 12 

Chaplain 1 

Political Officer 1 


isr> 


Total 




INDEX 


AbbasabaJ, 529, 576 
Abbott, Captain G. M., 364 
Abdul Salam, 471 
Abdulla Khan, 475 
Abdur Ruiiman, 154, 252, 

3 ^ 7 - 3 H 394 > 4*3-416, 4*8, 502, 
503 ; 54 S> 549 ) 614 
Abu Saiad, 470 
Achakzais, tlie, 537, 605 
^ Acton, Colonel Ball-, 323, 326, 435, 

436, 454-456 

Adams, Major F, J. S., 567 
Afghanistan, British forces in, 67S ; 
military resources of, 634 ; war 
expenses, 709, 712, 714, 717 
Afridis, the, 36, 49, 59, 457, 460 
AHabad Kotal, 373 
Ali Boghan, 451 

Ali Khel, 117, 134-136, 196, 207, 
464, 465 

Ali Masjid, 2, 8, 18, 20, 30, 35, 452, 
460, 623 ; Column, 47 ; cholera 
at, 82 

Alingar River, 52 
Alisherzai Orakzais, the, 141 
Alizai Duranis, the, 357, 472 
Altimur Pass, 364 

Anderson, Major A. D., 110,114, 6*6 

— Captain J, VV., 525 

— Lieutenant-Colonel, 515 
Apperley, Captain, 9th Lancers, 222 
Appleyard, Brigadier-General, 30,37, 

46,68 

Arbuthnot, General, 279, 304, 305, 
307. 3 IS> 32I7 326, 423, 432, 435, 
436, 449. 45 P 

Arghandab River, 229, 230, 496 

72s 


Arnott, Surgeon-Major J., 546 
Ashford, Private (71)1 Fusiliers), 544 
Ashikan, 486, 524, 525 
Asmai heigJits, 266, 267, 272, 280, 

284, 376, 379, 396 

Asmatiilla Khan, 307, 314, 315, 317, 
327. 438, 41 - 9 . 453 

Atkinson, Lieutenant R. F. (67th), 
242 

Attock, 422 

Aurangiani stream, 436 
Ayub Khan, 415, 455, 478-481,487, 
494, 498, 502, 503, 536, 544, 614, 
618; his force at Mai wand, 696, 
697 ; at Baba Wali Kotal, 545, 

570-574. 576, 577. 579 ; at Beiii 

Hissar, 263 


Badcock, Captain A. R., 119, 374, 
55 + 

Bahram Khan’s Fort, 64 
Bajauris, the, 50, 52 
Baker, Brigadier-General T. D., 198, 
203, 204, 21 1, 224, 227-229, 
2+4, 245* 25^-262, 264-267, 271, 
272, 278, 279, 290, 406, 407, 575, 
576, 604, 60s 
Bakhtiar Khan, 77, 78 
Bala Hissar, 225, 238, 243, 266, 373- 

376, 378. 379. 395. 419. 655 

Balesh Khel, 135 
Baluchistan, 143 
Bara Imam, 466 
— Valley, 48, 452 
Barclay, Lieutenant F. M., 57 
Barechis, the, 175 
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Barikao, 56 

Barnes, Colonel (iptli Bengal 
I.ancers), 72, 73, 75 
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